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PREFATORY    NOTE    TO    THIS    EDITION, 

BY  THE   EDITOR. 


The    following   is   an    extract   from   the   will   of  the   late 
Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch  :  — 

"  In  1851  I  published  for  private  distribution,  at  the  cost  of 
eleven  hundred  dollars,  a  History  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hosf >ital.  I  now  give  to  that  Cori)oration  the  copyright  of  said 
work  and  tlie  plates  prepared  for  it  in  the  frontispiece  and  the 
likeness  of  Dr.  James  Jackson.  Also,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  put  at  interest  till  another  edition  shall  be  deemed 
desirable  by  the  Trustees,  when  said  sum,  with  its  accumu- 
lations, or  sucli  part  thereof  as  may  be  needed,  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  that  object.  A  volume  of  the  proof-sheets  of  this 
work  is  in  my  possession,  containing  various  manuscript  addi- 
tions and  corrections  made  by  me,  which  I  should  wish  to  have 
incorporated  in  any  new  edition. 

*•  It  would  gratify  me  to  have  my  friend  and  classmate, 
Edward  Wiggles  worth,  superintend  the  printing  of  any  such 
new  CM  lit  ion." 

Mr.  Bowditch's  History  was  highly  valued  by  the  friends 
and  institutions  on  whom  he  bestowed  copies,  and  it  had  an 
especial  interest  for  professional  men  and  for  those  engaged 
in  the  c;ire  and  administration  of  Hospitals.  It  had  become 
(lifHcuIt  for  many  who  much  desired  it  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  work.  The  Trustees  were  therefore  concerned  to  procure 
itd  reproduction.  Mr.  Edward  Wiggleswokth  declined 
to  undertake  its  editorship. 


IV  PREFATORY    NOTE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Hospital,  on  Nov.  17, 
1871,  the  following  vote  was  passed  :  — 

"  Voted,  That  our  associate,  Dr.  George  E.  Ellis,  be  ap- 
pointed Editor  of  the  proposed  new  edition  of  Mr.  Bowditch's 
History  of  the  Hospital,  with  a  continuation  by  himself  to  this 
time;  with  full  power  to  make  such  additions  as  he  deems 
advisable,  while  conforming  to  the  terms  of  Mr.  Bowditch's 
will,  and  to  contract  for  the  printing  of  the  same." 

In  executing  the  trust  thus  committed  to  him,  the  Editor 
has  had  in  his  hands  Mr.  Bowditch's  private  copy  of  his 
book,  with  all  the  changes  in  text  and  margin  which  he 
desired  to  be  introduced  in  a  new  edition.  These  have  been 
made  with  an  attempt  at  strict  carefulness  in  the  following 
pages.  In  all  other  respects  the  volume  is  an  exact  and 
literal  reproduction  of  Mr.  Bowditch's  work. 

Under  the  proper  date  in  the  Continuation  of  the  History, 
requested  by  his  associates  in  the  government  of  the  Hospital, 
the  Editor  has  sought  to  pay  an  appropriate  tribute  to  the 
Author,  his  own  much  esteemed  friend. 

The  aim  has  been  to  construct  that  Continuation  after 
the  plan  of  the  original  work.  There  are  some  entries  on 
the  Hospital  records,  which,  being  of  a  strictly  private  or 
personal  nature,  are  not  set  forth  in  print.  When  next  after 
a  like  interval  of  years  a  third  edition  of  this  History  may 
be  produced,  it  may  be  considered  desirable  to  arrange  its 
contents  in  two  volumes.  The  present  Editor  thought  it 
preferable  to  include  the  contents  thus  far  within  a  single 
pair  of  covers,  though  the  book  may  be  a  bulky  one. 

The  Treasurer  in  his  last  report  credits  the  Bowditch  His- 
tory Fund,  with  its  accretions,  at  $5,561.91. 

G.  E.  E. 

Boston,  July,  1872. 


PREFACE, 

[By  Mr.  Bowditch.] 


The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital — with  its  two  de- 
partments, the  Hospital  for  the  sick  in  Allen  Street  and  the 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  in  Somerville  —  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  of  the  charitahle  institutions  of  this  Common- 
wealth.    Superintended  by  officers  faithful  to  their  trust,  it  has 
ever,  in  a  high  degree,  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community, 
an<l  been  the  object  of  public  and  private  munificence.     A  brief 
history  of  this  Institution,  —  of  its  small  beginnings,  its  early 
difficulties,  and  its  ultimate  success,  —  an  account  of  what  has 
been  done  for  it,  and  of  what  it  has  itself  done  in  return,  — 
will  perhaps,  to  its  friends  and  benefactors  at  least,  prove  not 
wholly  devoid  of  interest.    I  have  been  personally  connected 
with  it,  in  the  offices  of  Secretary  and  Trustee,  for  twenty-five 
years;    and  my  father-in-law,   Ebexezer  Francis,  Esq.,  was 
one  of  its  earliest  and  most  active  Managers.     Our  joint  recol- 
lection extends  hack  through  the  whole  period  of  its  existence. 
The  materials  for  such  a  history  were  thus,  td  a  considerable 
extent,  either  alrea<ly  possessed  by  me  or  placed  easily  within 
my  reach.     Their  selection  and  arrangement  have  been  "  a  labor 
of  love.^ 

The  frontis[>iece  *  is  an  engraving  on  steel,  representing  a 
MM-tion  of  the  panorama  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  taken  by 
means  of  a  d:iguerre<)tyi)e  from  the  top  of  the  State  House.  In 
the  iWregrounil  appears  the  Hospital;  at  the  left  comer  is  part 

*  (Thi«  frontispiece  it*  retained,  though  the  erection  of  new  ])uilding8,  the 
flilin;;  up  of  flats,  the  extension  of  the  Hospital  grouncb,  nnd  ninny  changes 
in  the  landncaije.  irive  the  view  an  historical  interest,  ratiier  than  present  it  as 
»  rvpreMintation  of  what  now  is.) 
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of  thu  Medical  CbUege,  the  scene  of  ii  late   fe-ii-fu!   tragedy; 
and,  In  the  backgrountl  beyond  the  river,  the  hill  is  crowned 
hy  the  Asyhun,  a  peaceful  retreat,  stuiuUng  forth  from  amid  the 
foliage  and  slirubbery  by  which  it  is  sheltered  and   secluded, 
I  have  been  permitted  by  the  Trustees  to  use  a  separate  engrav- 
ing of  the  Asylum,  which  has  for  several  years  belonged   to  J 
the  Corporation.     The  likeness  of  Dr.  James   Jackson  wm\ 
also  executed  for  this  publication  from  a  daguerreotype,  of  which 
it  is  a  very  accurate  copy,  thonc:h  the  Imppiest  expression  haaj 
not  been  secured.     The  engraving  of  Dr.  Warren  is  from  an  j 
existing  plate,  whicli  be  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal.    After  the 
volume  was  in  the  press,  I  learnedj  for  the  first  time,  that  my 
friend  and  co-trustee,  GKOii<;E  M.  Dexteis,  Esq,,  had  already 
prepared,  at  great  labor  and  expense,  large  imd-  elegant  engrav- j 
ings  of  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  Hospital,  which,  at 
futurt'  dity,  he  iutended  to  ]>uhlish,  with  some  det^cri|>tion  of  the' 
establishment,  historical  as  well  us  architccturah     Of  all  these, 
engravings,  he,  ivith  great  liberality,  offered  me  the  free  use. 
This  courtesy,  however,  I  felt  that  1  ought  not  to  accc|it.     His] 
intended  publication  he   will,  as  is  hojjed,  yet  complete.     It&j 
design  is  truly  magnificent,  and  will  not  be  superseded  by  the] 
present  comidlation,    li\  indeed,  that  shall  be  regarded  as  letter-] 
press  worthy  of  accompanying  his  architectural  illustrations,  1 1 
may  well  be  satisfied. 

The  chapter  on  the  Ether-discovery  is  very  much  longer  than  I 
I  desired  or  expected*     It  contahis  nothing  new,  except  perh{*ps  ' 
the  award  of  tlic  French  academy,  and  also  a  note  showing  the 
extent   to  which  ether   is    used  in  the  Hospital.    Readers  of] 
the  present  generation  will  probably  oniit  it  entirely;  but  the 
extracts  from  various  pamjililets  which  it  contains,  familiar  as 
these  now  are,  may  hcreaiter  be  of  some  interest  and  value,  when 
time  shall  have  rendered  the  originals  difficult  of  access.     The 
short  letter  of  Dr.  Henry  J.  IIh^elow,  in  page  344,  j*rcsents,as 
I  conceive,  in  almost  the  condensed  form  of  an  algebraic  efjusi- 
tiou,  a  clear,  striking,  and  conclusive  view  of  the  merits  of  the 
whole  controversy.    The  Academy,  as  will  be  seen,  accords  to 


PREFACE. 


Vll 


lir.MrtiiTox  the  Itlea,  thouglit,  or  purpose  (penaee)  of  making 

thi*  (Vi«covery»  and  to  Dr.  C,  T*  Jalksox  the  faet  {le  fait  ob- 

I  i>f  tW  surety  of  llie  a^ent  iiserl ;  and  attrilmtff*  tl»e  final 

t  »-f^uaUy   to   thetn  both,  reo^nnlmg  the  mental  pre-oeou- 

fution  or  cngrosstnent  ( firiocmtpation)    of  the  one,  and  the 

•ilflfervatioiifi  of  the   other,  alike  indispensable.     This  award  is 

.oliioniily  an  entire  triumph  t»f  Dr.  Mortox  over  tJie  exdusive 

ums  of  hU  opponent,  and  must  be  to  him  the  more  gratifying, 

Bwrnuch  Jis  it  bus  been  gairie*!  froni  a  tribunal,  most  if  not  all 

fwhosi*  members,  though  strangers  to  himself,  are  the  Hcientific 

omrspondent^  or  personal  friends  of  Dr.  Jac  ksox. 

It  ig  do©  to  the  Institution  to  say,  that  this  is  in  no  sense 

officiid  publication,  but  merely  a  private  and  humble  eon- 

ribation  in  iIjs  behalC  —  a  slight  and  inadequate  expression  of 

be  interest  felt  in  its  welfare  bj  one  who  has  ever  reganled  as 

aoog  his  happiest  hours  those  which  he  has  been  privileged  to 

t  in  Its  service, 

I  Botroir*  October^  16(}|. 
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More  than  a  third  of  a  century*  has  elapsed  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
Its  endowments  amount  to,  and  perhaps  exceed,  one 
million  of  dollars.     Its  building  for  the  sick,  erected 
in  a  spacious  enclosure  of  four  acres,  is  one  of  the 
most  imposing  edifices  of  the  city  of  Boston.      Its 
Asjlum  for  the  Insane  is  beautifully  situated  on  a 
rising  ground  within  the  quiet  precincts  of  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  Somerville.     Nearly  fourteen  thousand 
patients    have    received    the    benefits  of  the   former 
department  of  the  institution,  and  more  than  thirty- 
three  hundred  have  been  inmates  of  the  latter.     The 

I*  Written  in  1851.) 
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greatest  discovery  of  the  age  —  the  power  of  producing 
insensibility^  to  pain  —  has  gone  forth  from  the  one  ; 
while  the  hke  humane  treatment,  and  the  same  high 
professional  skill  e\inced  in  the  other,  have  extended 
its  reputation  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
our  land,  and  gathered  within  its  walls  sufferers  alike 
from  the  frozen  North  and  the  sunny  South.  One 
generation  has  passetl  away,  and  a  new  one  has  arisen. 
The  circumstances  and  instrnmentalities  connected 
ivitli  those  early  days  have  thus,  to  a  considcmble 
extent,  already  become  tnatters  of  tradition,  Many 
of  the  original  patrons  and  officers  of  the  Hospital 
have  gone  to  their  reward*  A  few%  indeed,  yet  sur- 
vive, to  rejoice  in  the  extensive  usefuhiess  of  a  chanty 
which  they  contributed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to 
establish  and  perpetuate.  May  the  services  alike  of 
its  living  and  its  deceased  founders  be  ever  held  iu 
grateful  remembrance  ! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  Massa- 
chusetts had  no  Hospital  or  Insane  Asylum,  though 
such  institutions  had  been  for  many  years  established 
in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  There 
were  various  indications,  however,  that  the  want  of 
such  establishments  was  beginning  to  be  felt  in  our 
community.*     Thomas  Boylston,  Esq.,  by  will  dated 

•  Tliu[iiaa  Hancock  ^ive  a  sum  ti>  tiie  Town  between  1700-1770.  R«?«^. 
Frederick  T.  limy  slitiwed  me  a  leUor  s^tating  iicwspnpur  n^imrts  on  tht?  sub- 


IR  LET 

r,  12,  1798,  proved  in  1800,  made  the  town  of 
•ton  his  residuary  devisee  in  trust,  among  other 
l>jt*cte,  to  erect  a  small-pox  hospital  and  a  lunatic 
t^pitiil.  The  testator  was,  unfortunately,  a  member 
the  firm  of  Lane,  Frazier,  and  Company,  of  Lon- 
ioti,  which  became  insolvent.  Hon.  William  Phillips, 
by  a  codicil  dated  April  18,  1797,  proved  in  1804, 
befpieathed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  to  the 
iwn  of  Boston  for  this  object*  In  August,  1810, 
la  circular  letter  was  prepared  by  Drs,  James  Jackson 
soid  John  C  Warren,  addressed  to  several  of  our 
I  wealthiest  and  most  influential  citizens,  for  the  pur- 
Iposc  of  aivakeuing  in  their  minds  an  interest  in  the 
jbject.  This  circular  letter  may  be  regarded  as  the 
icr-stone  of  our  institutiou.t     On  the  25th  of  Feb- 

iv, — ^l  give  to  the  trjwn  of  Boston  five  thousand  dollar?,  to- 
ll liflg  of  ft  Hoflpttiil ;  and  direct  my  executors  to  pny  that  Btmi 
Idtaj  ptnon  or  fti^rvons  whom  the  town  ahull  appoint  to  receive  the  aame» 
tthf^  *hnU  tL'iftminf  to  htifin  tht-  Wf}rk.** 

t  Bo8T0?f,  August  20,  1810, 

Hlf, — ^It  hA*  i*ppean*d  very  deeitrabfe  to  »  number  of  respectable  gentle- 

o^ilijil  ii  honpiul  tur  the  inception  of  lonuticj  ami  other  siek  persons  should 

Hf  etlmyktied  in  ilii»  town-    Bv  the  appoint tneot  of  n,  number  of  these  gen- 

,  we  arc  directed  to  Adopt  such  methods  us  shall  appear  l>ost  ealeuhited 

[lip««im*ti>  »uch  an  entublinhment.     We  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  for 

7Vi<  propusaU  for  the  institution  of  a  hospital,  iiiid  to  state  to 

jui  iMiiMf  ill  fiivoiir  of  *uch  nn  eAtiiblishnient, 

It  b  iniiit*ceii«Jiry  lo  urge  the  prnprietj  and  even  obligation  of  succouring 
tilt  poor  in  lickneMi  The  wealthy  inhabiluntif  of  the  Iowa  of  Bottou  have 
4t«a/i  rrtnei^cl  thai  they  conMider  thf*ni««.'lvcs  tu  '*  treaisurers  of  God's 
1  wily ;  "  and  in  Cliristtan  countries,  m  countries  where  Cliristianity  is  pniu- 
tML  tlmiMt  ulwrnys  be  comidered  the  flr«t  of  duties  to  visit  and  to  licnl  the 
liek*  Whm  la  dihUwn^,  every  mosi  becomes  our  neighbour,  not  only  if  he  be 
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ruary  following  (1811),  the  charter  was  obtained  from 
the  Legishiture.  It  iucorporates  James  Bowdoin  and 
fifty-five  others  of  the  most  distinguished  inhabitants 


of  the  Uouseholtl  of  faith,  but  erpn  tlioij^h  his  niisforlunes  hare  been  mdnced 
by  transgressing  the  rules  both  of  reason  and  relig^ion.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
urge  ii»H  truth  arnl  importanee  of  these  senlimeuts  to  tliose  who  are  already 
in  the  habit  of  cherishing  them,  —  to  those  who  iiiduljre  in  the  true  luxur>'  of 
wealth,  tht*  pleasure*  of  charity.  The  questions  which  first  suggest  them- 
lelves  on  this  subject  are,  whether  the  relief  affbrdeil  by  hospitals  is  better 
than  can  be  given  in  any  otiier  way  ;  and  whether  there  are,  in  fact,  ao  tnany 
pofir  amouf^  uh  tm  to  rec|nire  an  establishment  of  Ihia  sort. 

Tile  relii?f  to  be  aflRjrded  to  the  poor,  in  a  country  so  rich  as  oun,  should 
perhnps  be  meaj^ured  only  by  their  necei^flities.  We  have,  then,  to  inquire 
into  the  situation  of  the  jwor  in  sickness,  and  ro  learn  what  are  their  wanta. 
In  thia  inqiilry,  we  »haU  be  led  to  answer  both  the  questions  above  stated. 

There  are  some  who  are  able  to  acquire  a  eompetence  in  liealth,  and  to 
provide  »o  far  against  any  ordinary  gickne»(«  as  that  they  shall  not  then  be 
deprived  of  a  comfortable  habitation,  nor  of  food  for  themselves  and  their 
families ;  while  they  arc  not  able  to  defray  the  expenses  of  oicdidne  and 
medical  assistance.  Persona  of  this  description  never  suffer  among  ua.  The 
Dispensary  (^ivcs  relief  to  hundreds  every  year  ;  and  tlie  individiiaU  who 
practise  medicine  gratuilously  attend  many  more  of  this  description.  But 
there  are  many  others  among  the  poor,  who  have,  if  we  may  50  express  it. 
the  form  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  without  the  substance.  A  man  may  Imve 
a  lodging ;  but  it  it  deficient  in  all  those  advantages  which  are  requisite  to 
the  sick.  It  is  a  garret  or  a  cellar,  withont  light  and  due  ventilati<ui»  or  open 
to  the  storms  of  an  inclement  winter.  In  this  miserable  habilalion,  he  may 
obtain  liberty  to  remain  during  an  illness  ;  but,  if  honest,  he  is  hat^issed  witli 
the  i<lea  of  his  accumulating  rent,  which  must  be  paid  oat  of  his  future 
labours.  In  this  wretched  situation*  the  sick  man  is  destitute  of  all  those 
common  conveniences,  without  which  most  of  us  would  consider  it  inip4*s*ible 
to  bve,  even  in  health.  Wholesome  food  and  sufficient  fuel  are  wanting; 
and  his  own  auflerings  are  aggravated  by  the  cries  of  hungry  children. 
Above  all*  he  suffers  from  the  want  of  that  firwt  requisite  in  sickness,  a  kind 
and  skilful  nurse. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  instaneea  are  rare  among  us,  where  a  man,  wba* 
labours,  with  even  moderate  industry^  when  in  health,  endures  such  privn 
tions  in  siekness  as  are  here  described.     They  are  nol^  however,  rare  among  ^ 
those  who  arc  not  industrioas  ;  and  who,  never  the  lef^s,  when  lahouring  under 
sickness^  must  be  considered  as  having  claims  to  assistance.     In  cases  of 
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of  the  Tariaua  towns  of  the  Cora raou wealth,  bv  the 

nuae  of  tke  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  with 

njQwer  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  yearly 

^Bifrotr»cted  iiifte««e«  ioitiiiicci  of  fiicH  a  (lesmption  do  ocetir  nmongst 
^Boi<^  «i^  ^^  loott  indtutnoiu  cIim.  Such  initAtiees  are  stlU  tets  mre 
who  are  eltlief  milowed,  or  wor$e  tban  widovred.  It 
t  tOi»  freqti«nttj  ilmi  tDode«t  And  i»orthy  women  Are  untied  to  m^n 
•ho  ire  t«i«fl%»te  Aod  mi^mperAie,  lij  whom  they  are  left  to  end  are  disease 
laiprrfilj  otuler  the  mo«l  AgirrAVAted  fonni.  Among  the  children  of  snrh 
iniiieA  tiao^  io^tjnees  are  not  rare  of  real  tuffering  in  stekne^^-  To  all 
nek  AA  baiv  be<^n  described,  a  hospitAl  woald  supply  every  thinff  whtcit 
A  anrtlfal.  if  noi  aU  tJiey  conld  wbh.  In  a  well-reflated  hotpttAl,  they 
M  ft  contrortAble  lodging  in  a  duly  Attempered  atmosphere;  would 
ihm  food  best  suited  to  their  taHous  conditions ;  nnd  would  he 
by  kind  and  diMreet  nurecfi,  under  the  directions  of  a  phy«ieian. 
b  wmM»  A  AttmAtion,  the  pc^or  mitn'^6  chance  for  relief  would  W  equal  pcrlixps 
i  mC  tlim  moAt  affluent,  when  affected  by  the  same  dlseaae. 

t  *t^  alher  pcf«oni«  aIao,  who  are  of  great  imporianoe  m  society,  tu 

'alfiiftted  by  a  hoipllal  h  ^Jtccc'dingly  appropriate.    Such 

of  pwjii  and  industrious  Imhits,  who  Are  affected  with 

^|iist  aa  they  arc  entering  Into  aetire  life,  nnd  who  hiive  not  had 

il«|itovlii*  for  thi&  cjdiimity.     Duet  of  this  sort  Are  frequently  occur- 

t«  oltcii  produced  by  the  rery  anxiety  and  exertions  which 

:  tct  ihU  |ieH47d  of  lifi? :  And  the  best  are  the  most  liable  lo  »ufler.    Ot 

^  ileAcnption,  ciues  are  often  seen  among  journeymen  mechanics  and 

MA^ 

en  m9vUAriit*«  c^immnnly  live  in  small  boArding-house^,  where 
fWy  hftve  MKJ^mmodAtioni  whi43h  Are  sufficient^  but  notliing  more  than 
mMmmt,  ha  iMmlth*  When  slck«  they  are  necessarily  plAced  in  small,  con- 
iBid  «p«KniQfitA,  or  in  rooms  crowded  with  their  fellow-workmen.  They 
mr  iMlifrpd  ttttm  the  weather,  And  have  tbod  of  some  aort ;  and  these  must, 
b  OMAy  CAAr4,  tie  the  extent  of  their  accommotlations.  Persons  of  this 
^•tcrifiioo  would  dit  welt  to  enter  a  htwpttAl.  even  if  they  had  to  pay  tlie 
ttfiEsse  of  Uiotr  own  niAlntenaucer  In  moat  caaea,  they  would  suffer  1e^, 
and  rrnwisr  •aoopr,  by  **i  doinji^  When,  b«  tometimes  hAppens,  they  have 
MM  tfiv  aiABiia  tif  become  objectA  of  chanty  ;  and  the  welfare 

s/ivijb  prraocis  •  iere<l  among  the  strong  motives  in  favour  of 

HiftiliAsMiif  A  hrj^pital. 

S«rt««l4  i»ci«rAUy  undergo  grent  inconveniences,  at  least  when  afflicted 
iKIli  iirtiwAi.  and  oftan times  much  more  than  incon^^eniences.     With  so 
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value  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  President  of  the  Senate,  Speaker 
of  the  House,  and  the  Chaplains  of  both  Houses,  are 

mnch  rliflicuUy  U  the  care  oF  them  attended  in  private  fEtii'dies^  thnt  iDan^r 
gentlemen  would  pay  the  board  of  tlicir  atTvanls  at  a  lio.>i.}iitul,  ia  |ireference 
to  liavinjr  them  sit-k  in  their  own  tiou.^esH  In  some  ojtvsea^  however,  uettber 
tlje  master  nor  servant  eaii  iiffurd  the  expense  of  pro|>er  care  in  sickness* 
Not  uneornttionlj,  a  young  girl  is  taken  siuk  in  a  lurge  family,  wlxere  ibe  ii 
tJie  only  servimt.  She  loJges  in  tJie  most  remote  corner  of  the  house,  in  i 
room  without  a  fireplace.  The  niiHtrofis  is  sufHciently  ot-cupied  with  iht* 
utiusuttl  labours  wliit-h  are  tlirowu  on  her  at  a  lime  perhaps  when  she  is 
least  fitted  to  perform  them.  Under  soth  circumstances,  how  can  the  ser- 
vant reE^eive  tlio^e  attentions  which  are  due  to  the  sick  ?  Of  what  ii^e  is  it 
that  the  physician  leaves  n  presertption  to  he  put  up  at  the  Dispensary  t 
He  goes  the  next  chiy,  and  finds  that  there  has  not  been  time  even  lu 
procure  the  renieiJies  which  he  had  ordered ;  meanwhile,  the  period  In 
which  they  wotikl  liave  been  useful  has  passed  by,  and  the  incipient  diseae^ 
of  ye^terdiiy  hiLs  now  become  eontirnied. 

Pcraons  of  these  deaeriptiou^  wuuld  not  he  disposed  in  resort  to  a  hoi- 
pital  on  every  trivial  occasion.  But,  when  afflicted  with  serious  indibpti^ition, 
they  would  find  in  euch  an  institution  an  alleviation  of  their  aulferinp, 
w Inch  it  mu.^t  ghidflen  the  heart  of  tlie  mo^t  frigid  to  eonteinphite. 

There  is  one  c\tm  of  sufiercr*  who  pec^idiarly  claim  all  I  hat  benevolence 
can  best«w,  and  for  whom  a  hospital  is  most  especially  required.  Tlic 
virtuous  and  industrious  are  liable  to  become  objects  of  public  charity.  In 
coiiifequeuce  of  diseases  of  the  mind.  When  those  who  are  unfortunate  in 
Lhii*  respect  are  letl  wilhoul  proper  eare,  acaiamiiy.  which  might  have  been 
transient,  is  prolonged  through  life*  The  nmnber  of  fuch  i)ensons,  who  are 
rendered  uuaWe  to  prt»vide  for  themselves,  is  probably  greater Ihan  the  pub- 
lic imagine ;  and,  of  these,  a  large  proportion  claim  the  assistance  of  the 
affluent.  The  expense  which  is  attached  to  the  care  of  the  inwine  in  private 
faoiihes  i^  extremely  great;  and  sueh  as  to  ruin  a  whule  family  that  is  jhis- 
#esaed  of  a  cDmpetcnce  under  ordinary  circumstnnees,  when  called  upon  to 
support  one  of  its  members  in  this  situation.  Even  those  who  can  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  would  perhaps  find  au  Institution,  such  as  is  proposed, 
the  best  situation  in  which  they  could  place  their  unfortunate  friends.  It 
is  worthy  of  the  opulent  men  of  this  town,  and  conHititent  witlj  their  geneml 
rharneter,  to  provide  an  nsyiLim  for  the  tni?ane  from  every  part  of  Ihe  Com- 
monwealth. Uut  if  fund*  are  raised  for  the  purix>sc  proposed,  it  is  probable 
tluit  the  Legislature  will  grant  some  assistance^  with  a  view  to  such  an  cxlon- 
siou  of  its  benefits. 
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8tttiited  a  board  of  Visitors.  The  institution  is 
Jaced  under  the  care  of  twelve  Trustees,  of  whom 
[>iir  are  chosen  by  the  board  of  Visitors.     A  grant 
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It 


Of  uscitbcr  ctitsit,  whose  necessities  wonkl  he  removed  by  tbe  establish- 

,t  of  m  ho«|ilt»l,  art'  women  who  are  unable  to  provicle  tor   t\mr  own 

sui^ty  In  tine  of  nature's  mo»t  trying  hours,    Ilounes  for  lying- 

««Nfi«fi  liflve  been  foumj  extremety  userul  in  the  larti^  cities  of  Eitrope ; 

lit  Alt  hail  ish  Hbu!ie«  tnjiy  have  arisen  in  consequence,  these  are  such  as  are 

r*'  *  V  en  red  in  a  small  than  in  a  larpe  town. 

M  i4iny  oiliers  who  would  flotl  grvat  r*;lief  in  a  hospital,  and  miiny 

lifflvt?  lite  preservcfl  wht*n  otherwise  It  would  be  lost.     Such  osi*eeially 

tubjectA  of  accidental  wounds  and  fractures  among  the  poorer  classes 

iituena;  and  the  subjeela  of  extraordJnnry  diseases,  in  any  part  of  the 

^<-aUh,  who  may  require  the  long  and  earofut  attention  of  either 

i!>  or  *urt^eon» 

that  we  may  be  asked  whether  the  almshouse  diX'S  not  answer 

,  :'/r  which  a  hoHpitat  is  proposed.     That  it  t{or»  iiot^  ia  very  cer- 

Ttw^  foim  ia  ko  much  indebted  to  the  Hbemlity  of  tliose  gentlemen 

trlftiK  naatlnn.  feupeflntcnd  the  crtfe  of  the  poor,  thai  we  ouplit 

l«»  rnnt  ]y  without  an  exphiiialton.     The  truth  ia  tlnit  the  nlms- 

wrve  the  purtio»e  ot  a  hospital,  without  Buch  .111  entire  thnnge 

_     it-ntB  of  it  an  the  overseers  do  not  feel  thenj&clves  nuthorized 

ct«  and  inch  aa  the  town  eould  not  he  eitaily  induced  to  direct  or  to  sup- 

I  aiiiiEshoiiae  receivea  all  tlio^  who  do  not  take  care  of  tbemselTes,  and 
I  m  ilwtHiite  of  projierty,  wbL^ther  they  be  old  and  infirm,  and  unable  t« 
fidb  nwiina  of  axsistHnee;  or  are  too  vicious  and  debuuched  to  etnjiloy 
Ires  in  hcineai  labotir;  or  are  jtrevenled  from  so  employinf?  ibemselves 
'  iNXiiMinial  ^k'kneta.     This  institution,  ilten,  is  made  to  L-oniprebeiid  what 
|wisn  fvofierly  itieani  by  an  abnsltouse^  a  bridewell  or  hou(»e  of  correction, 
Sow.  the  econon»y  iind  mode  of  govennnent  cannot  potasibty 
ficc  to  all  these  vuriouii  puq)o&cs.    It  niuet  necessarily  h>ip])en 
I  many  |ji«tanccs  the  worst  members  of  the  community,  the  dehanebed 
ligale,  obtain  admission  into  this  houiie.     Hence  it  haa  become,  in 
OHM  luyaauri't  disreputable  to  live  hi  it;  and,  not  unfrequcntly,  those  i^ho 
Ik  h|k«t'tii  uf  ebarily  cunnot  be  induced  to  enter  it.     To 

^H  *  ,\r%  U'HiK  lerriVde  ih»n  a  residence  in  the  nhuHhouse^ 

^^m   ii  >t  the  nick  In  that  house  are  allowed  some  greater  privileges 

^B|i4  ^i_^.,_^  .  ^  tfiati  are  eilended  to  those  in  health;  yet  tlie  peuenil  ar- 
I       Naqpinvftta  aitd  tegulalions  ire»  ttecesaanly,  «o  iliflereut  from  those  required 
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was  made  of  the  Proviiice-bouse  Estate,  so  called, 
with  authority  to  sell  the  same  and  use  the  proceeds 

at  pleasure,  provided  that  within  five  years  an  addi- 

m  ii  hospital,  tliat  the  siek  — fftr  from  having  the  acivantagea  aifonkfl  by  the 
jiic'flical  art  —  have  not  the  fair  chfince  for  recovery  which  nature  alone  wouhl 
ffive  thtMiL  Moat  i?af»eeially  they  siifler  for  the  want  of  goml  nurseii.  In 
these  otflcera  inyst  be  placed  trust  and  conflJence  of  the  liighe&i  nature. 
Their  dutiee  are  lahorioua  anil  jiainfuh  In  the  almelinusc,  they  ore  selected 
froai  among  the  more  healtlty  iiiLiabitants;  but^  iinfortuiiatel3%  those  who  are 
best  qualiiied  will  alwjiyi*  prefer  move  profitable  and  leas  laborious  aeeupii- 
tions  el»e where.  It  niu^t,  then,  be  obvious  tliat  the  j^ersons*  employ tnj  09 
nurses  cannot  be  such  ni  will  couiieientiouHly  perioral  the  duties  of  thia 
office. 

In  ftJditmn  to  what  has  already  been  stated,  there  are  a  number  of  col- 
hiteral  advuntai^es  that  would  attend  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  in  thii 
place.  These  arc  the  facilities  for  aequirinjjf  knowledge,,  which  it  would  ^ve 
to  the  students  in  the  medical  sehtjol  eHtablished  in  this  town.  The  meniij^  of 
medical  education  in  New  England  are  at  present  very  limited,  and  totally 
inadequate  to  *o  itnportaiit  a  puriKjgc.  Sludeat*  of  medicine  catmot  qualify 
lhem«elve»  proix;Hy  for  their  pnifesaion^  without  incurring  heavy  expenses, 
Buch  «8  very  lew  of  them  are  able  to  defray.  'J'he  only  medicul  school  of 
eminence  in  this  country  h  that  at  rhiladclphla,  nearly  four  hundred  miles 
distant  from  Boston  ;  and  the  ex|>enfie  of  attending  that  is  so  great,  that  <tu- 
denta  from  this  i|uarler  rarely  remain  at  it  longer  than  one  year,  E%*en  tbU 
advantage  is  enjoyed  by  very  few,  compared  with  the  whole  tiuiuher.  Those 
who  are  educated  in  New  Knglatid  have  so  few  opiKiirtninties  of  attending  to 
the  practice  of  physic,  that  they  find  it  inijujssible  to  learn  sonre  of  the  mu«t 
iniporlant  elements  of  the  science  of  medicine,  until  after  they  have  under- 
taken for  them>elvc8  the  care  of  the  health  and  livea  of  llicir  fellow-citizens. 
This  care  they  undertake  with  very  little  knowledge,  except  that  acquired 
from  books;*- a  source  whence  it  is  highly  useful  and  indispensable  that 
they  fihouhl  obtain  knowMge,  but  one  from  which  alone  they  never  can 
obtain  all  that  is  necessary  to  qualify  thenj  for  their  |irofc8ftional  duties. 
With  such  deDcienctes  in  medical  education,  it  is  ncedle&j  to  show  to  what 
evils  the  community  is  exposed. 

To  remedy  evil*  t*o  important  and  so  extensive,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
medical  school  in  Nuiv  England,  All  the  niatmals  necesaary  to  form  thia 
school  exist  among  us.  Wealth,  abundandy  suftlcient,  can  l>e  devoted  to  the 
purpose,  without  any  individuai's  feeling  the  smallest  privation  of  any,  even 
of  the  lusturies  of  life.     Kvery  one  is  liable  to  suffer  froiu  the  want  of  sucli  a 
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idX  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  should 

obtained  by  private  subscriptions  and  donations* 
^farther  term  of  five  years  was  allowed  by  an  Act  of 
Itie  14,  1813.     The  Charter  imposed  on  the  Corpo- 

m  the  obligation  of  supporting  thirty  of  the  sick 
Kd  lunatic  persons  chargeable  to  the  Commonwealth* 
lis  provision  was  modified  by  the  additional  Act,  so 

to  make  the  number  of  patients  to  be  thus  sup- 
[irted  depend  on  the  actual  income  derived  from  the 

avince  House.  The  tendency  of  any  such  provi- 
m^  however,   was   considered   disadvantageous,  as 


icbool ;  cvef7  one  miiy  derive,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  greatest  beneflta 
lu  e«LHtilUhntent. 
A  lio«fiitAl  1$  an  tnatituUon  absolutely  eiaentid  to  a  medical  guhool.  and 
iBi  wblcfa  would  AtTtird  relief  nnd  cunifurt  to  thnu«anda  of  the  giek  nod  nik- 
tnLle.  Ob  what  other  objects  can  the  superfluities  of  the  rich  be  »o  well 
keflnweH' 

TW  motount  re<|uired  for  the  institutian  proposed  may,  at  first  sight, 
k^^fxsr  bur^e.  But  tl  will  cense  to  appear  ao*  when  we  coiiBider  tliat  it  i«  to 
^^■bnl  ntfief,  not  only  to  Itiuve  who  nuiy  require  assistance  during  the  present 
^^SmmmmbK  Age,  but  that  it  is  to  erect  a  most  honourable  moniimont  of 
^^^^^^^H|PHb of  the  pret^ent  times,  which  will  cn^iure  to  \ta  foutiders  the 
Umlopt  <j*  N  in  agt^  to  eome;  find  wlicn  we  add  thM  this  amount 

(r,  kf  a  few  upulent  men  will  contribute  only  their  super* 
ftir  MDv  yvar.     Compared  with  the  benefits  which  such  an 
nfeyilishnieot  woitht  aftonl,  of  what  value  is  the  plea&ure  of  accumylating 
kn  tlKM«  stores  which  ari?  ake^idy  gn.miiing  under  their  weight  f 
Imls  and  inflniiaries  are  found  in  all  the  Christian  cities  of  the  Old 
0Uf  largt*  cities  in  the  Middle  States  hove  institutions  of  this  sort, 
do  tovi^i  himtjitr  to  the  lilMfrality  and  benevolence  of  their  founders. 
iflve«  Ttiat  in  this  n*»pect,  as  in  all  others,  Boston  may  ere  long 
daiio  to  iKiiLal  praise. 
W©  are,  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  ftcrvunts, 

•1amb8  Jackson. 
Joji?*  C.  Wakkem. 
2 


ttbfs<j 
••y  M  rat 
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making  the  institution  a  merely  pauper  establish- 
ment ;  and  it  was  virtually  repealed  by  a  resolve  passed 
Feb.  13,  1816.  ^ 

By  this  resolve  of  1816,  authority  was  finally 
granted  for  sale  of  the  Province  House,  on  the  sole 
condition  of  giving  bond  to  pay  the  proceeds  of  sale 
into  the  State  Treasury,  unless,  within  one  year  from 
such  sale,  said  additional  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dolhirs  should  be  obtained. 

By  a  resolve  passed  June  12,  1817,  it  is  provided 
that  the  stone  for  the  erection  of  tlie  Hospital  should 
be  hammered  and  fitted  for  use  by  the  convicts  in  the 
State  Prison.  The  work  thus  done  is  estimated  at 
over  thirty  thousand  dollars.  And,  by  a  resolve  of 
Feb.  11,  1824,  a  bill  due  from  the  Hospital  for  stone 
work  at  the  State  Prison,  for  the  use  of  the  Insane 
Asylum  (|4, 176.33),  was  remitted,  as  coming  within_ 
the  resolve  of  1817. 

An  Act  passed  June  18,  1819,  points  out  the  mc 
of  filling  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees.     A^ 
Act  passed  Feb.  15,  1821,  exonerates  from  peifori 
ance  of  military  duty  certain  ofiicers  of  the  Hospital| 
and  a  like  exemption  is  provided  for  by  the  Revised 
Statutes,  passed  in  1836.  i^H 

By  an  Act  passed  Feb*  24,  1814,  the  Corporation 
was  authorized  to  grant  annuities  on  lives.  In  a 
charter,  subsequently  granted  to    the    Massachusetts 
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D!t]iital    Life    Insurance    Company,    a   proviso    was 
iDserted,  by  which  one-third  of  its  whole  net  profits 
from  insurance  on  lives  is  made  payable  to  the  Hos- 
pital,     An    additional    Act,    passed   Jan,   17,   1824, 
^Btmclions  a  most  important  ag^reement  between  these 
Bwa  Corporations,  by  which  the  Hospital,  in  lieu  of 
till  former  rights,  became  entitled  to  one-third  of  all 
Mhe  earnings  of  said  Insurance  Company,  over  and 
"above  six  per  cent     Now,  this  Insurance  Company 
has  a  capital  of  five  hundred  thousand  doUai-s ;  and 
the  chief  branch  of  its  business  is  the  management 
of  property  deposited  with  it  in  trust,  and  for  which 
l^a  charge  is  made  of  one  half  per  cent  commission* 
^n'he  regular  annual  dividends  for  several  years  have 
been  nine  per  cent,  —  say  eight  per  cent  to  stock- 
Mdem,  and  one  [>er  cent,  or  five  thousand  dollars  a 

(J^ear,  to  tlie  Hospital ;  aud  three  extra  dividends  have 
alio  been  received,  making  a  total  of  ^150,687.  In 
all  the  charters  subsequently  granted  for  insurance  on 
liws,  similar  provisions  in  fuvor  of  the  Hospital  have 
keen  introduced,  vix, :  the  New  England  Mutual  Life 
bsarance  Company,  April  1,  1835;  State  Mutual 
life  Insurance  Company,  March  16,  1844;  the  Bow- 
tflch  Mutual  Life  Insumnce  Company,  March  26, 
IWS*  Little  has  yet  been  or  ever  can  be  realized 
'iQdcr  these  latter  charters,  as  the  percentage  of  the 
Hmpitat  is  reckoned  only  on  the  ffuaranty  capital  of 
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said  companies,  which  is  quite  small.  The  grantinj 
of  any  such  charter,  without  such  a  provision,  would, 
however,  exonerate  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life 
Insurance  Company  from  all  obligations  in  favor  o1 
the  Hospital  ;  or,  in  otlier  words,  would,  as  respec 
its  sources  of  income,  be  a  loss  to  the  Hospital  ol 
more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars*  To  preveni 
such  a  contingency,  a  bill  Avas  reported  and  discussei 
at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  the! 
words  following  :  — 

"  Whenever  any  iicrsoiis  or  corporation  shjiH  he  empow- 
ered to  make  insurance  on  lives  upon  land,  tlie  rit^ht  so  to 
do  shaiJ  be  deemed  subject  to  tlic  same  obligations  for  the 
payment  of  a  certain  share  of  the  profit  accruing  therefrom j 
to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  us  are  imposed  on 
the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company,  by  th€ 
laws  now  in  force,  ujdess  express  provision  to  the  contrary 
ahall  be  made  in  the  Act  or  Acts  empowering  any  sue 
persona  or  corporation  to  make  such  insurance  on  lives 
aforesaid.'* 

The  passage  of  such  a  Ifiw  was,   of  course,  imman 
terial  to  the  Hospital,  if  the    Legislature,   in   ead 
particular  charter,  should  continue  to  insert  the  samer| 
provisions  as  had  always  heretofore  been  done,     Tc 
show  the  importance  either  of  such  general  or  specie 
legislation,  the  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  submitted 
memorial  to  the  Legislature,  May  5,  1851,  stating  the 
exact  amount  which  had  been  received  from  the  Mas^ 
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ebufselts     Hospital    Life    Insurance    Company,    but 
Ipressing  no  wish  for  the  passage  of  any  general 

The  proposed  law  was  passed. 
The  above  is  a  condensed  view  of  all  the  legislative 
ttactments  respecting  the  Hospital  from  its  founda- 
9fi  to  the  present  time^     The  Province-house  Estate, 
dtts  liberally  given  by  the  Commonwealth,  embraced 
n  tract  of  land  measuring  eighty-six  feet  six  inches 
im  Washington,  formerly  Marlborough   Street,   and 

ifxtended  back  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  feet  to 
SoTemor  s  AUey  or  Province  iStreet,  where  it  meas- 
ired  in  width  seventy-six  feet,  being  about  half  an 
irre  of  land.     Stores  have  now  been  erected  in  front 
Wi  Washington  Sti*ect ;  and  a  block  of  brick  houses,  on 
tiic  northerly    side  of  Province-house   Court,    stand 
.en  the  back  part  of  the  estate.     The  old  Province 
I  Houge  still  remains,  surmounted  by  its  figure  of  an 
Iiidian,  though  the  days  of  its  glory  have  departed. 
1796  it  had  been  sold  to  John  Peck  for  ^16,600, 
iin  1199  was  reconveyed  for  the  same  price.     At 
*li<?  tiJiie   of   the  donation    to  the   Hospital,   it   was 
^iied   at    twenty   thousand  dollars.      In   the   early 
•ccoaiits  of  the  Hospital  (lH2*i),  it  is  estimated  as 
^ortli  forty  thousand  dollars.     It  would  now  proba- 
My  wll  for  at  least  one  hundred   thousand  dollars, 
'ftfrpepdently   of  all   improvements.      On   April    1, 
ten,  tfa€s  Hospital  leased  this  estate  to  David  Gree- 
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nough,  Esq.,  for  ninety-nine  years,  at  an  annual  rent 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  or  an  outright  sum  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars,  at  his  option ;  and,  on  Oct.  1, 
1824,  he  elected  to  pay  this  latter  sum.  The  rever- 
sion of  the  estate  (to  come  into  possession  in  A.D. 
1916)  still  remains  in  the  Hospital.  Its  present  value 
is  small.  But  the  Corporation  will  live  for  ever ;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  future  Board  of  Trustees  will 
alienate  this,  the  first  donation  made  to  the  institution. 
Rather  let  it  remain  to  the  latest  times  an  enduring 
monument  of  the  liberality  of  the  Commonwealth,  as 
in  times  past  it  was  the  representative  of  its  official 
dignity.  And,  in  acknowledgment  of  this  splendid 
gift,  and  of  the  many  subsequent  benefits  derived 
from  the  same  source,  may  our  institution  always 
preserve  unchanged  its  corporate  name  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Hospital ! 
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CHAPTEK    n. 

1813-1817. 

OmaIHZATION.  —  TRU8TKB8  ElBCTED,  1818.  —  LiBEBAL  SUBSCBIFTIONS. — 

Purchases  of  Two  Estates. — Deed  op  Asylum  Estate,  ok  Condition. 
—Defect  of  Title  in  Hospital  Estate,  but  claim  fayobablt  com- 
rtOMiSED. — Its  obbatlt  incbeased  Value.  —  Choice  of  Db.  James 
Jaceson  and  Dr.  John  C.  Wabren  as  Physician  and  Suboeon  op 
Hospital.  —  Lieutenant-Gtovebnob  William  Phillips  incbeases  his 
Father's  Gift  of  Five  Thousand  to  Twenty  Thousand  Dollabs. 
—  Common  Seal. 

A  CHARTER  had  now  been  obtained,  containing  a 
liberal  grant,  made  on  the  condition  that  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  more  should  he  subscribed  by  indi- 
fiduals.  The  fifty-six  persons  named  in  the  Act  were 
the  first  members  of  the  Corporation.  By  by-laws, 
subsequently  adopted,  all  who  are  specially  elected, 
all  who  have  given  one  hundred  dollars,  and  all  who 
have  served  as  Trustees,  are  made  members  of  the 
Corporation.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Corporation 
was  held  on  April  23,  1811,  —  Hon.  John  Adams, 
moderator,  —  at  which  Richard  Sullivan  was  chosen 
Secretary,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  by- 
laws, which  were  adopted  July  5,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee.  They  are  recorded  in  extenso,  occupying 
^^  large  folio  pages.    They  have  been  since  modified 


as  convenience  or  necessity  dictated  ;  and,  as  a  larg 
edition  has  been  printed  of  the  present  rules,  &c^ 
no  analysis  of  these  earlier  regulations  is  thougt 
necessary.  At  this  last  meeting,  thanks  were  pre- 
sented to  Josiah  Loring  for  the  gift  of  an  elegant 
record -book.  It  is  still  used,  and  will  last  fifty  years 
more.  Trustees  were  not  chosen  till  Feb.  2,  1813. 
The  Corporation  was  organized  by  a  President  and 
Vice-President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary ;  the  Secre- 
tary bemg,  ex  officio^  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. At  first,  the  President  always  attended  the 
meetings  of  Trustees,  and  presided;  but,  since  1818, 
the  Trustees  luave  acted  by  a  Chairman,  who  presides 
at  all  their  meetings ;  the  duty  of  the  President  or 
Vice-President  being  merely  to  preside  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Corporation.  The  earliest  record- 
book  of  the  Trustees  is  a  little  volume,  of  about  five 
inches  by  eight,  of  the  poorest  and  cheapest  paper 
and  covers,  containing  a  hundred  and  sixty  pages.  It 
forms  an  amusing  contrast  with  its  more  brilliant 
successors.  It  embraces  the  period  from  1813  to 
1817  inclusive.  The  first  Board  of  Trustees  con- 
sisted of  Messrs,  T.  11.  Perkins,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Daniel  Sargent,  Joseph  May,  Stephen  lligginson,  jun,, 
Gamaliel  Bradford,  Tristram  Barnard,  George  G. 
Lee,  Francis  C.  Lowell,  Joseph  Tilden,  John  L.  Sulli- 
van, and  Richard  Sullivan.     Messrs.  Quincy,  lliggiii- 
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iM)B,  Lowell,  and  Tildeu  were  chosen  by  the  Board  of 
Visitors ;  and,  of  the  remaining  eight,  six  were  spe- 

*  daily  elected  members  of  the  Corporation,  namely,  all 
except  Thomas  11,  Perkins  and  Kichard  Sullivan,  who 

.  were  named  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation,    No  changes 

'  occuned  in  the  Board,  until  the  choice  of  Jonathan 
PluUips  by  the  Board  of  Visitors,  in  place  of  Mr, 
Higginson,  in  February,    1816  ;    and   the  choice  of 

^  John  Lowell  and  Joseph  Coolidge,  jun.,  by  the  same 
Board,  in  December  of  the  same  year,  in  place  of 
}\  C.  Lowell  and  Joseph  Tilden  ;  —  the  others  having 

'resided.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  Feb. 
23, 1813,  held  at  the  house  of  Colonel  T.  H.  Perkins, 
the  draft  of  an  address  to  the  public  was  read, 
adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  *'  with  a  suitable 
circular  letter  to  every  clergyman  in  the  Common- 
wealth;'*  Colonel  May  and  the  Secretary  being  a 
Committee  for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  meeting, 
Messrs.  Barnard  and  Higginson  were  appointed  a 
Committee  as  to  selecting  a  site  for  the  Hospital, 
rither  on  the  Almshouse  land  (in  Leverett  Street),  or 
eUe where.  At  the  next  meeting,  March  9,  the  Com- 
mittee reported  nnfavorably  as  to  that  site,  and  sug* 
gested  for  consideration  the  Winthrop  P^state  in 
Cambridge,  or  the  made  land  at  bottom  of  the 
Common,  since  known  as  the  Public  Garden.  A 
plan  was  subsequently  made  of  this  last  estate  ;  and, 
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fit  a  meeting  held  May  14,  several  communications 
from  physicians,  Drs*  Rand,  Hayvvaid,  Warren,  anc 
Dexter  (besides  a  special  communication  from  Drs, 
Jackson  and  Warren),  recommending  it,  were  re- 
ceived and  read;  and  Messrs.  Perkins,  Barnard,  and 
Higginson  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  see  gentle- 
men residing  near  the  Common,  to  obviate  objections^ 
if  any,  to  that  location.  On  Nov,  22,  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  temporary  Hospital  in  the  Province 
House  was  discussed.  On  Jan*  9,  1814,  an  address 
to  the  public,  having  been  approved  by  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  was  adopted,  and  Committees  appointed 
to  solicit  subscriptions.  This  address  is  extant  in  a 
pamphlet  form.  It  is  drawn  up  with  great  earnest- 
ness, and  is  signed  by  the  whole  twelve  Trustees.  It 
is  published  with  the  following  motto:  — 


'  As,  In  some  solitude,  tlie  summer  riU 
Refreslies,  where  it  wimls,  llie  faded  green. 
Ami  cheers  tlie  dronpin^  How  era,  unlienrtlr  unse«n, 
Such  h  ihh  charity  T*  &c.* 


[ 


The  address  shows  the  urgent  need  of  such  an  in- 
atitution  for  the  relief  both  of  sick  and  insane  ;  thai 
the  Almshouse  is  in  its  nature  a  mere  asylum  foi 
poverty  ;  that  indeed  ''  the  Almshouse  in  this  metrop* 

♦  On  the  publicalion  of  the  first  edition,  I  receiTi^d  a.  note  ftrcmi  I'resideol 
Quincy,  in  which  he  informs  me  thnt  hie  daughter  reminds  him  of  the  fjii 
that  this  ftddre*jv  wiu*  written  by  himeelf,  tlie  rnuttu  hiivinyc  been  seJtHrted  bj 
his  ktc  wife. 
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lis  does  not  pretead  to  mre  ; ''  and  that  '*  all  it  pos- 

are  accommodalions  for  eight  patients,''      It 

len  proceeds  to  show  the  safeguards  as  to  the  raan- 

?mi^nt   of    the    proposed    institutioii,  —  that    'Mta 

Inctors  are  responsible  to  the  executive  of  the 

Commonwealth  and  to  the  subscribers  by  an  annual 

(teetton ; "  that  it  is  designed  to  be  a  State  establisli- 

t,  extending  its  benefits  to  all ;  that,  without  the 

id  of  all,  the  condition  annexed  to  the  grant  of  the 

[Commonwealth  cannot  be  complied  with.     The  basis 

of  the  subscription  is  announced  to  be,  that  *'  no  sum 

mbseribed  shall  be  demanded,  unless,  before  Jan.  1, 

1815,  the  sum  subscribed    by  individuals  to  the  in- 

rtitation  shall  amount  to  at  least  a   hundred   thou- 

land  dollars/*      The  Trustees  declare,  that  a  liberal 

endowment  at  the  outset  is  essential  to  the  reputation, 

wid  therefore  to   the  nsefulness  of  the   institution  ; 

and  tliey  conclude  with  the  following  paragraph :  — 

*Beiidc0»  the  undersigned  are  willing  to  confess  that  they 
^tifji  (unbiiioiis  of  Wing  the  guardians  of  a  charity  merely 
^'mttuiL  They  arc  sntidficd  that  the  sum  affixed  by  the 
b'jiJirnre  as  ihe  condition  of  its  s^ant,  is  so  small,  when 
tl  with  the  wealth  of  individuals  and  the  great- 
■■•Of  the  State,  that  no  plea  arising  from  *  the  hardship  of 
w«  timnj*,'  'the  general  embarrassment  of  affairs,'  or  "the 
nainbi  of  other  charities/  can  or  ought  to  avail  the  com- 
^miji\  If  iiuch  a  pri»pusal  as  this  fail,  it  will  be,  in  the 
Jt^gment  of  the  undersigned »  decif^ive  of  the  fate   of  the 
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establishment.  It  will  then  be  apparent  that  the  will  is 
wanting  in  the  public  to  patronize  such  an  undertaking ;  and 
that  the  honor  of  laying  the  foundation  of  a  fabric  of  charity 
so  noble  and  majestic  must  be  left  for  times  when  a  higher 
cast  of  character  predominates,  and  to  a  more  enlightened 
and  sympathetic  race  of  men." 

On  May  18,  1814,  a  communication  from  Dr, 
George  Park  man  was  received  as  to  a  Hospital  for 
the  Insane,  proposed  to  be  erected  by  him  for  accom- 
modation of  such  patients  as  shall  be  able  to  pay  their 
own  expenses.  On  Jan.  18,  1815,  the  proposed  sub- 
scriptions were  suspended.  March  10,  1816,  Messrs. 
Quincy,  Tilden,  and  J.  L.  Sullivan  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  granting  annuities,  who 
reported  at  the  next  meeting.  On  March  25,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  see  if  the  estate  of  Jonathan 
Merry,  near  the  North  Church,  can  be  purchased. 
Messrs.  Quincy  and  J.  L.  Sullivan  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  draft  a  new  address  to  the  public. 
Colonel  May  was  directed  to  confer  with  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch,  of  Salem,  respecting  annuity  tables,  and  the 
comparative  duration  of  life  in  this  country  and 
Europe,  &c. 

On  April  14,  the  address  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form;  and,  on  April  21,  a  thousand 
copies  of  it  were  directed  to  be  prepared  for  distribu- 
tion. This  second  address  is  also  extant.  It  is  very 
short.     It  refers  to  the  former  one  two  years  before, 
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and  states,  that,  owing  to  a  modification  in  the  terms 
of  the  gift  of  the  Province  House,  the  Board  is  ready 
to  receive  subscriptions,  independently  of  any  specific 
amount  to  be  raised  within  any  prescribed  period ; 
also  that,  to  meet  the  existing  diversity  of  views,  sub- 
scriptions would  be  mceived  generally  or  specially  for 
either  department  of  the  proposed  institution,  and  the 
sums  subscribed  be  faithfully  applied  as  requested. 
Appended  to  this  address  are  letters  directed  to 
members  of  the  Board,  detailing  circumstances  show- 
irig  the  urgent  need  of  such  an  institution.  The 
Board  resolved  itself,  at  this  last  meeting,  into  Sub- 
committees for  subscriptions :  Colonel  Perkins  and 
itain  Barnard  to  call  on  all  whose  names  begin 
A,  B,  C.  The  remaining  letters  of  the  al[>ha- 
Wt  were  distributed  as  follows  :  To  Messrs.  May  and 
Phillips,  D,  E,  F,  G;  Messrs.  Sargent  and  Lowell, 
U  to  L ;  Messrs.  Quincy  and  Lee,  M  to  R ;  Messrs. 
Tilden  and  J.  L.  SuUivan,  S  to  Z. 

Oa  April  15,  1816,  authority  was  given  to  buy  the 
Merry  Estate  at  twelve  thousand  dollars.  This  estate 
situate  at  comer  of  Salem  and  Charter  Streets, 
and  formerly  belonged  to  Sir  William  Phipps,  It 
*a8  not  purchased  by  the  Hospital,  but  was  sub- 
sequently (in  1820)  bought  by  the  Boys'  Asylum. 
Od  April  28,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  devise  a 
B  plan  of  obtaining  contributious  from  all  the  towns  in 
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the  Commonwealth,  who,  on  May  5,  reported  an  ad* 
dress  to  individuals  resident  in  such  towns ;  of  whichj 
six  hundred  copies  were  ordered,     I  have  not  8€ 
any  copy  of  this  circtilar  letter. 

On  Oct.  4, 1816,  a  communication  from  Dr.  Georg 
Park  man  was  received,  to  the  effect  that  the  Mage 
Place  and  sixteen  acres  of  land  in  Roxbury  can 
had  for  sixteen  thousand  dollars.     ''  If  the  institutic 
will  pay  five  thousand  dollars,  he  loill  procure  to 
given  to  this   iHstitution   (he  reinaining  eleven   (hou^ 
aancV     This    proposal  was  accepted ;    a  Committecl 
appointed  to  complete  the  purchase ;  and  Dr.  Park*! 
man  was  appointed  Superintending  Physician  of 
institution,  *' whenever  the  Magee  Place  shall  be  pi 
chased,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  vote."     At  thfl 
foot    of    the    page    is    the    following    memorandum; 
"-  The  Board  subsequently  considered  that  it  was  in 
expedient  to  purchase  the  Magee  Place/'     Dr.  Park-] 
nuiu,  as  I  learn,  then  had  a  private  institution  for  the 
insane  on  this  estate,  which  is   the   same  since  ooj 
cupied  hy  the  widow  of   Governor  Eustis,     Of  the 
eleven  thousand  dollars  promised  by  him,  ten  thou*; 
sand   was   the   amount   agreed   to    be   subscribed    bfl 
friends  of  the  institution,  who  at  his  solicitation  wer 
willing  that  their  intended  donations  should   be  ap- 
plied  to   this   purchase.       It  wuis  not,  as  the   Board 
apparently  supposed,  a  new  donation  of  Dr.   Park- 
man, 


THTlin    ADDRESS   OF    TRUSTEES. 

Dec,   15,  1816,  Messrs.  Lowell,  Quincy,  and  Bar- 
were  appointed   a  Committee  to  contract  with 
Joy,  E»q,,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Barrell  Place 
or  Joy  Kstate  at  Charlestown),  to  be    paid    for  as 
on  HA  the  state  of  the  funds  shall  admit  of  it.     A 
lewed  attempt  was  also  made  to  get  the  land  west 
the  Almshouse  for  a  Hospital     On  Dec.  17,  tlic 
Humane  Society  subscribed  five  thousand  dollars  for 
tlie  Insane  Hospital,  and  a  suitable  vote  of  thanks 
pissed.     On  Dec*  18.  the  Board  decided  to  pur- 
irt  of  Mr,  Joy's  land*     Dec,  20,  the  several 
Committees  for  collecting  subscriptions  were 
[appointed,  and  were  requested  to  commence  proceed- 
iOQ  the  'iGth  instant.^    Mr.  Lowell  was  appointed 
^mmittee  to   prepare  an  address  to  the   public 
y\m  iiddress  is  drawn  up  with  the  characteristic  fer- 

•  The  fiiUowifig  gentlemen  composed  tliese  Ward  Committees,  viz. :  — 

WiKjit  I.  2.  a.  — Dr.  Webater,  Dr  E.  Eliot,  N»  Webb,  Esq,,  Gedney 
Kmc  Utmy  K,  May. 

Waapi  I  unU  5. — Jofleph  Caolldge,  jun.»  Esq,,  William  Markay,  Edward 
TirkfTinjinJitfi-»  II.  ri,  Sh«w,  Lvnde  Walter,  Jnim  Oslioni,  George  [W,] 
If  nan.  ^timh^im  Tmir**, 

^•'  "I  7. — TliMmiis  BfirlMl»  Esq.,  Dnniel  Davis,  Esq  ,  Edmund 

^*  ►  I   Snow,  Nntlmn  /\j>plelon,  Ebenezer  Fiirley,  E.  Motley »  Geo. 

CikvBii.  JiiTH't  l*r»«L'L%  John  5Ijickfiy»  Tliomaa  W.  Sumner. 

Wiacs  S  and  t>.  —  Jo&cpb  TUden,  Eftq.»  Joseph  May,  J4>lm  Taj^pan,  Ben- 
^^KqmvII,  JcM^li  Dradlce,  Fnuicifl  Welch,  Ismel  Muivfion*  Samuel  Park- 

^AJift  10; — ^Ilftfhl  '^.  (ireeiioug^h,  fieigHmiu  Rich,  George  Trott,  Wil- 
••^tirgk,  WiiUum  IIoin-b,  l,i.'wi«  Tappan. 

'I'uiit  11  n^iid  VZ.  — ^Samuid  Mtiy,  Bcojatiiin  Westi  Joshua  Davis,  Jost^ph 
*W«i4,  Jiilm  l>.  WilliAma,  WUlbm  Brown. 
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vor  of  the  writer.  It  is  a  pamphlet  of  eight  pages. 
It  is  signed  by  eleven  Trustees,  —  all  except  Mr.  I^e, 
who  had  recently  died.  It  shows  that  private  charity 
cannot  meet  the  evils  which  this  public  institution  is 
designed  to  remedy.  It  Jinnounces  the  purchase  of 
the  Joy  Estate  as  completed,  of  which  it  remarks : 
"  The  situation  selected  appears  to  unite  every  prac- 
ticable advantage ;  we  should  almost  say,  the  irrec- 
oncilable ones  of  propinquity  and  distance,  being 
scarcely  separated  from  the  town  by  water,  while  its 
peninsular  situation  places  it  at  the  most  desirable 
distance."  It  also  adds,  that  the  Trustees  have  "  pro- 
cured a  grant  of  land  west  of  the  Almshouse  [on 
liCverett  Street],  upon  which  they  have  voted  to  erect 
the  General  Hospital,  as  soon  as  the  moneys,  which 
they  flatter  themselves  will  be  readily  subscribed, 
shall  have  been  collected." 

On  Dec.  29,  the  Ward  Committees  met  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  reported  that  in  three  days 
the  subscriptions  were  $78,802.  Committees  for  the 
towns  of  Salem,  Beverly,  New  Bedford,  Plymouth, 
Charlestown,  Medford,  Cambridge,  Roxbury,  and 
Newburyport,*   were   also   appointed.     Charles  Bul- 

♦  Committee  for  Salem. —  Hon.  Benjamin  Pickman,  Hon.  Joseph  Story, 
X.  Silsbcc.  J().seph  Peabody,  N.  Bowditch,  Nathaniel  West,  John  Pickering, 
Dudley  L.  Pickman,  Pickering  Dodge,  and  Ezekiel  Savage,  Esqs. 

For  Beverly.  — Dr.  Fisher,  Hon.  T.  Stevens,  Moses  Brown,  Esq. 

For  New  Bedford.  —  Wm.  Uotch.jun.,  Samuel  KodmaD,  James  Arnold 
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finch,  Esq.,  was  employed  to  visit  the  Hospitals  of 
Kewr  York,  Philfidelphia,  and  Baltimore,  Meetings 
now  began  to  be  held  at  the  Athenieum,  having 
before  been  held  at  the  houses  of  the  officers. 

In  1817,  Ebenezer  Francis  and  David  Sears  be- 
i-ame  Trustees,  in  place  of  George  G.  Lee  and  John 
L  Sullivan.  On  Jan.  5,  the  subscriptions  had  in- 
creased to  ^93,969.  Authority  was  given  to  pur- 
chase more  of  Mr.  Joy's  land,  not  exceeding  in  all 
fifteen  acres,  or  to  cost  over  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
The  Hon.  John  Phillips  was  requested  to  examine 
the  title.  On  Jan.  12,  the  Committee  reported  a 
purchase  from  Mr.  Joy  for  ^15,650;  and  the  Board 
approved  of  their  Committee  s  act,  though  they  had 
somewhat  exceeded  their  powers;  and  Mr.  Lowell, 
with  Mr.    Phillips,  was    appointed    a  Committee    to 


Sfth  Rtti««U,  jun.f  Joseph    Hicketson^  Julm   A.   Parkerp   An«l.   liobeson, 

Foil  Ptt^ot'Tii.  —  Hon.  Joahua  Thomas,  Wra.  Davis,  Bariiabns  Heilge, 
Bcarf  Wairen,  Esqs. 

F*m  CiiARKKftTOW?f.  —  lion.  Josiah  BartleU,  JoRcph  Hurd,  Nathan  Adiims, 
Kithni  Bridge «  Ebenescer  Breed,  Wtllhmi  Austin,  Timothy  Walker,  *Siiriiyo[ 
[l^Qef,  Setb  Knowles,  Nnthaniel  Auttiu,  Esqs. 

For  Mtit>ro&D. —  William  Ward,  AbraUuin  Touro,  Dudley  ihdl,  Isoiic 
Bmokf.  E.  HaM  NatbAniel  UaII,  E^qs. 
Foil  Cambridge,  —  James  Wmthrop,  L.  BAldwin,  A,  Bi^clow,  S.  Bart- 
|lfctt,8,  P.  r,  Pij,  Tim.  Fuller,  Eaq».,  and  Me,*srs.  Hay  den  nnd  MLrriam. 

RoxfirxT.  —  General  H,  A.  S.  Dearburn,  Tlios.  Williiiine,  W,  Bo»- 
Cliarles  Davb,   George  Zeigler,  D.  S.  Oreenongh,  Kfqs.,  an^l  Cajviuiii 
[tkrlet  Curtis. 

Fu»  NEWBirnrpottT*  — William  Bartlett,  Moacs  Brown,  J,  B.  Banniater, 
[Mm  Pcttifigil,  Abner  Wood,  WiUiiini  Wonrt,  Eaqs. 
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procure  the  deed.  Jan.  19,  a  salary  was  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  a  hundred  dolhirs.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Jan,  21,  Richard  Sul- 
livan declined  a  re-election  as  Secretary,  and  was 
thanked  for  his  services.  On  Jan.  '2fi,  a  letter  was 
received  from  Hon.  Benjamin  Fiekman,  recommend- 
ing a  physician  of  the  Asylum.  This  was  a  most 
important  communication,  as  the  nominee  was  Dr. 
Rufus  Wyman ;  and,  coming  from  one  of  so  high 
standing,  and  who  liad  had  especial  opportunities  of 
learning  Dr.  Wyman  s  eminent  qnalifications,  it  had  ; 
great  weight.  A  final  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Ward 
Committees  for  their  services  in  obtaining  subscrip- j 
tions  was  passed  at  this  meeting. 

Feb»  2,  1817,  an  address  to  the  public  was  adopted] 
to  obviate  an  impression  that  the  Insane  Hospital 
was  designed  exclusively  for  the  wealthy.  I  have 
not  seen  a  copy  of  this  document.  On  Feb.  16, 
Messrs.  Lowell,  Quincy,  Francis,  and  Barnard,  a 
Committee  of  the  Board,  with  Nathaniel  Bowditch. 
Francis  C.  Lowell,  and  Peter  C.  Brooks,  not  of  the 
Board,  were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of, | 
and  to  report  a  plan  for  the  granting  of  annuities, 
Feb.  23,  thanks  were  given  to  Mr.  Pliillips  for  his  sei- 
vices  in  examinin«:  the  title  of  the  Jov  Estate.    Public  I 

O  u  j 

notice  was  ordered  that  all  subscriptions  were  payable 
oTi  March   1.     It  was   also  stated  that  the  Province 
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'^ad  been  leased  at  public  auction  for  ninety- 
years.  March  2,  Messrs.  Lowell,  Barnard,  and 
incT  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  select  a  site 
a  Hospital  on  the  town's  land  near  Almshouse,  or 
pfwhere.  Mr.  Bnlfinch  presented  a  written  report 
_on  his  visits  to  other  Hospitals.  March  9,  the  Treas- 
?r  was  invited  to  attend  all  the  meetings.  Public 
ice  was  ordered  on  selection  of  superintendent  for 
rfum.  The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  granting 
anoiiities  reported  against  the  measure.  On  Mjirch 
Ifi,  1817,  the  deed  of  Benjamin  Joy  was  produced, 
|i*he  Secretary  ordered  to  buy  a  tin  case  to  keep  it 
It  is  ^till  extant,  and  used  for  holding  the  title- 
ieeds.  Mr.  Bulfinch  presented  a  ground-plan  for  an 
Insane  IfospitaL  The  Committee,  on  March  23, 
[reported  that  they  had  examined  several  sites,  and 
pleased  with  one  in  North  Allen  Street,  and  ar- 
jed  that  the  Board  should  \isit  it.  Mr,  Lowell 
irted  the  rules  and  regulations  for  an  Insane 
lum.  Dr.  Cieorge  Parkman  offered  himself  as 
lidate  for  physician  of  that  institution  ;  whose 
lanication,  with  a  model  and  several  documents, 
'  placed  on  file.  Charles  Bulfinch  sent  in  a  plan 
jl  General  IIospituL  March  30,  each  Trustee 
9ved  of  the  site  in  Allen  Street.  The  Committee 
autharized  to  buy  it  at  not  over  twenty  thou- 
^  dollars,  provided  the  title  be  good,  and  the  street 
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now  laid  out  through  the  same  be  discontinued.  I 
it  could  not  be  had  on  these  terms,  they  were  to  ap 
ply  for  land  west  of  the  Almshouse.  April  6,  Dra 
Samuel  Danforth,  Isaac  Rand,  John  Jeffries,  Lemue 
Ilayward,  David  Townsend,  Thos.  Welsh,  Aaroi 
Dexter,  and  Wni.  Spooner,  were  chosen  consultinj 
physicians  ;  Dr,  James  Jackson,  acting  physician  ;  Db 
John  C.  Warren,  acting  surgeon.  Dr.  Jackson,  ii 
the  office  of  consulting  physician,  continues  to  mani 
fest  an  undiminished  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  th( 
institution.  Dr,  Warren,  after  thkty-four  years,  yd 
holds  his  office.  He  bears  lightly  the  age  of  mon 
than  ''  three-score  and  ten,"  and,  like  England's  ''  Iroi 
Duke,"  is  still  at  his  post  of  duty  and  of  honor.* 

April  20,  1817,  Messrs.  Lowell,  Francis,  an< 
Quincy  were  instructed  to  prepare  alterations  an^ 
additions  to  the  by-laws.  A  letter  from  Hon.  Wit 
Ham  Pliillips  announced  his  readiness  to  pay  his  sub 
scription  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  as  soon  as  th< 
town  would  discharge  him,  as  executor  of  his  f^ither* 
will,  from  the  five  thousand  dollars  given  thereby 
On  May  4,  the  Committee  for  building  an  Asylum  r© 
ported  in  favor  of  two  wings  or  buildings,  seventy -si: 
feet  by  forty,  tha^ee  stories  high  instead  of  one,  and  d 
brick  instead  of  stone.      Authority  was  given  to  bu; 

•  The  yenr  1852  biNjup:lit  to  a  d<»se  llie  life  of  the  Duke  uf  WL'Uingtoi 
and  the  official  labors  of  Dr.  Wiirren, 
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the  Allen-gtreet  Estate  at  twenty  thousand  dollars,  if 
the  offer  should  be  accepted  in  six  days.  On  May  7, 
g  Corporation  meeting  was  held,  at  which  rules  and 
regulations  were  adopted  for  the  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  which,  a$  recorded,  occupy  ten  large  folio 
At  a  Trustees^  meeting,  Juue  12,  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Qnincy  was  received,  with  a  written  report 
from  Uetijamm  Gorham,  Esq.,  as  to  an  uncertainty  or 
defect  ill  the  title :  and  he  was  authorized  to  consult 
HatL  Wtlliam  Prescott  July  14,  Messrs.  Francis 
wid  Sears  were  added  to  this  Coramittee  nith  instruc- 
liom ;  and,  on  Aug.  4,  they  were  requested  to  apply 
to  the  city  of  Boston  to  close  any  streets  which  may 
pass  through  the  land.  Aug.  25,  the  Committee 
itiwrted  that  they  were  informed  that  the  street  had 
iMJt  been  legally  laid  out,  and  could  be  closed  at  any 
lime;  and  they  were  authorized  to  buy  the  estate  at 
»  price  not  exceeding  twenty-three  thousand  dollars. 
On  Oct.  6^  after  various  delays  and  negotiations,  the 
Committee  reported  **  the  AUen-street  purchase  as 
tnbstautiaUy  com]dete."  Oct.  27,  a  Committee  was 
ippmuted  to  apply  to  the  selectmen  to  discontinue 
Bridge  Street*  laid  out  through  this  estate.  Nov.  3, 
the  Committee  reported  the  draft  of  an  advertisement, 
offering  a  bundled  dollars*  reward  for  a  plan  of  a 
Hfjtpital ;  also  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  ministers  of 
tiie  gospel  in  the  Commonwealth. 
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Nov.  24,  a  common  seal  was  ordered  to  be 
pared  ;  and,  on  Nov.  30,  Colonel  May  laid  it  befo 
the  Board, — the  device  being  an  Indian  with  h 
bow  in  one  hand,  and  an  arrow  in  the  other ;  ♦  an 
on  his  right  a  star,  being  encircled  with  the  inscri 
tion,  '*  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  1811; 
and  it  was  accepted  accordingly.  Dec.  7,  it  w 
ordered  that  the  Hospital  be  '^  of  stone,  and  of  th 
kind  called  graniie''  Jan.  4,  1818,  several  pli 
were  received  by  the  Board;  and,  on  Jan.  1 
referred  to  Messrs.  Lowell,  Quincy,  and   Francis. 

The  result  of  this  period,  then,  was  that  snbscri 
tions  were  secured    to  the  amount  required    by 
condition  of  the  charter,  and  the  estates  were  p' 
chased  where  the  two  departments  of  the  institutioi 
are  now  situated.     The  subscriptions  bad    been  e: 
tremely   generous.      William    Phillips,  as    we    hav< 
seen,  increased  his  father's  legacy  of  five  thousani 
dollars  to  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand, f     The  impoi 
tance  of  tlris  donation  can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 
It  encouraged  the  friends  of  the  project,  and  awak- 
ened a  corresponding  liberality  in  others.     It  is  n^ 
too  much  to  say,  that  it  was  the  one    circumstan 
which  insured  the  success  of  the  undertaking.     Thi 

•  Thia  is  the  device  of  the  seal  of  the  CommonwenhU. 

t  At  the  jinnual  nieeling  of  1852,  Dr-  .1.  C.  Warren  mentioned  trliat 
father^  Dr.  John  Warren,  had  written  to  Mr.  Phillips  on  this  subject,  and  \\% 
been  wmsalted  by  FJn  James  Jnckson  and  himself,  touelnng  their  circnla 
letter  of  l*5lt». 


i!m«nrrTON  m  mr.  joys  deed. 

ttiroane  Society  gave  five  thousand  dollars  ;  Messrs. 
iine»  Perkins,  Thomsis  H.  Perkins,  and  David  Sears, 
^tli  gave  the  same  snnu 

There  were  in  all  one  thousand    and    forty-seven 
iliers,    residin;^   in    Boston,    Salem,    Plymouth, 

itirle$town,  Hin«ijham»  and  Chelsea  (including  a  few 
mts  elsewhere) ;  and  245  of  this  number,  by 
jiring  one  hundred  dollars  and  upw^ards,  became 
ibeni  of  the  Corporation,  Several  subscribed  ex- 
Jarirely  for  the  llospital,  and  several  exclusively  for 
tlie  Asylum,  and  some  for  both ;  and  the  amount 
actually  expended  on  each  separate  branch  of  the 
tnMitutioQ  subsequently  exceeded  the  sum  thus  spe- 
ciaDy  appropriated  ;  so  that  the  wishes  of  each  donor 
bate  been  complied  with*  A  donation-book,  prepared 
in  IH28  by  Colonel  Josejdi  May,  includes  these  sub- 
icriptioni?,  and  some  subsequent  ones,  making  in  all 
the  truly  magnificent  total  of  more  than  a  hundred 
,and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  purchase  of  the  Charlestown  Ei^tatc  was  en- 
inunbered  with  divers  conditions  and  provisions,  a 
lutiiet  compliance  with  which  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 

Uince,  It  i«  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Joyshoidd  have 
Uecmed  it  iiece8*^ary,for  the  adequate  protection  of  his 
[teaBjiiiiing  adjoining  estate,  to  impose  these  restric- 
r;  md  it  i^  tin/ortunate  that  the  Committee  shoidd 
l^e  utttpted  a  deed  with  a  conditmi  cajmbh  of  tcork- 
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mgr,  in  rwiy  possible  evejit,  a  forfeiture  of  the  estate. 
The  lot  is  about  five  huodred  feet  wide  by  sixteen 
hundred  feet  in  length,  extending  to  the  water,  with 
the   flats   appurtenant.      Upon  it  stood  a  dwelling^ 
house,  built  by  Joseph  Barrell,  Esq.,  a  former  owner, 
and  which  has  been  since  enlarged  and  altered,  and 
is  now  used  as  the  residence  for  the  Physicians  and 
the  Superintendent  and  their  families.    The  two  brick 
wings  at  first  erected  have  since  been  enlarged  byfl 
additions   of  the    parts    surmounted   by  domes,  and 
constitute  tlie  present  buildings  used  for  the  male  and 
the  female  patients.     The  Building  Committee,  during- 
this  period^  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  thei 
erection  of  tliese  first  edifices  :  iMr,  Francis  visited  thej 
Hospitals  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.      It  was! 
thought  desirable  that  they  should  each  communicate 
with  the  dwelling-house,  and  also  that  they  shouldl 
be  as  distant  from  each  other  as  possible.     They  are! 
therefore  placed  at  diverging  lines,  which  renderedi 
the  subsequent  addition  of  the  parts  surmounted  by  j 
domes  extremely  awkward ;  it  being  found  impossible^ 
to  continue  them  in  the  same  direction,  without  in-  -■ 
terfering  witli  the  mansiou*house.     Mr.  Barrell  hadfl 
planted   two   fine    rows   of  elms,  ranging  from   his 
mansion-house  in  the  direction  of  the  old  wards.     All 
of  them  were  subsequently  cut  domi  at  the  suggeslic 
of  Dr.  Wyman.     It  was  once  remarked  in  my  hearJ 
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mg,  that  the  buildings  were  erected  to  accommodate 
the  trees,  and  then  the  trees  cut  down  to  «nccommo- 
liate  the  buildings.  The  ground  falls  off  so  rapidly 
tliat  these  wards  are  entered  at  the  second  story ;  and 
there  are  in  them  so  many  dark  passages,  so  many 
isceats  and  descents,  and  so  many  turnings  and 
twistings,  that,  should  the  oldest  Trustee  of  the  insti- 
tution be  suddenly  left  alone  during  a  visit,  he  would 
probably  be  puzzled  to  know  exactly  where  he  was, 
or  by  what  means  he  could  best  escape  from  the 
labyrinth  around  him. 

The  purchase  of  the  land  in  Boston  had  been 
attended  with  great  difficulties,  and  was  a  most  for- 
tunate aiTangement  for  the  institution*  The  five 
thousand  dollars  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Phillips  re- 
quired that  the  Hospital  should  be  within  the  limits 
of  Boston,  and  would  have  been  unavailable  if  the 
origiual  requirement  of  the  charter  in  that  respect 
kad  not  been  repealed.  Negotiations  for  the  purchase 
of  this  estate  were  opened  with  James  S.  Colbiirn, 
Esq.,  acting  for  the  Prince  heirs,  who  were  supposed 
to  be  sole  owners  ;  and  he  once  or  twice  increased  the 
price  which  he  had  originally  demanded.  It  was  then 
«scertained  that  certain  others  (heirs  of  the  WeUs 
fumily)  had  an  interest  which  must  be  extinguished. 
A  street  which  had  been  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Caual  Bridge,  in  continuation  of  Bridge  Street,  and 
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respecting  the  layiog  out  of  which  some  informality 
had  been  discovered,  was  shut  up.     And  still  ther  J| 
remained  a  serious  objection,  that  part  of  the  land 
had  been  set  off  on  execution  in  1781,  on  a  judgment 
for  £741,  against  one  Hezekiah  Blanchard  ;  the  sher 
iff  making  a  general  return,  that  the  appraisers  werfl 
ajjpomfed  according  to  lato^  instead  of  stating  speciallj 
which  of  them  was  chosen  by  the  creditor,  deb  tor  J 
and  sheriff  respectively.     The  land  was  appraised  at" 
only  about  half  of  the  debt  (£430).     The  debtor  wa^ 
for  years  afterwards  supported  by  the  creditor,  and   i 
died  a  pauper,  and  was  buried  at  his  expense.     Sti'ong 
as  was  the  equity  of  the  case,  the  legal  title  of  this  lot 
(making  an  important  part  of  the  estate)  was  bad. 
Mr.  Lowell,  an  excellent  lawyer,  and  a  most  influen- 
tial member  of  the  Committee,  was  opposed  to  com 
pletiug  the  purchase  on  the  ground  of  this  objectioi 
Messrs.    Francis,   Quincy,  and    othei*s    of  the    Co 
mittee.  were  willing  to  take  the  risk.     Mr.  Lowell  left 
for  Europe,  and  his  colleagues  decided  to  buy.     It 
an  interesting  circumstance,  that,  just  before  the  em 
of  the  forty  years  allowed  by  law,  Charles  G.  Loringj 
Esq.,  was  em|doyed  to  institute  a  suit  for  Benjamii 
Gray  and  his  sister,  as  the  heirs  of  the  old  owner 
which   was   favorably   compromised,  in   part   doub 
less  through  Mr.  Loring's  good  offices;  the  Uospit'j 
paying  five  hundred  dollars,  and  an  inter^^ening  w 
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rantor  paying  five  hunched  more.  This  same  demand- 
l^nt  subsequently  recovered  an  estate  in  Atkinson 
^ptreet  for  breach  of  condition » inider  circumstances  so 
iueqmtable,  that  the  suit,  as  reported  in  tlie  books 
ray  v.  Blanchard),  is  known  as  the  atrocious  cme  ; 
d  the  Coui't  avowed  that  they  intentionally  post- 
ned  gi\iug  their  opinion,  in  hopes  that  the  delay 
ould  have  led  to  a  compromise.  Mr.  Gray  knew  no 
ligher  standard  of  right  or  of  duty  than  *'  the  statute 
such  case  made  and  provided/'  He  at  first  refused 
lo  accept  the  HospitaFs  oflfer  of  one  thousand  dollais. 
The  case  was  opened  to  the  jury :    and    Benjamin 

IGorham*  Esq.,  counsel  for  the  Hospital,  began  to  ex- 
hibit him  in  so  unenriable  a  light,  that  he  intimated 
Tiis  readiness  to  take  the  sum  offered.  The  case  was 
thereupon  withdrawn  from  the  jury.  But  for  this 
arrangement,  the  Hospital  w^ould  have  been  put  to 
great  inconvenience,  if  not  loss.  This  possible  con- 
sequence certainly  goes  far  to  justify  Mr,  LowelFs 
objections,  while  the  actual  result  fully  warrants  the 
decbion  of  his  associates. 

This  estate,  independently  of  improvements,  is  now 
probably  worth  at  least  about  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars.     It  cost  less  than  a  twclftli  of  that  sum. 
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1818-1822. 
Thomas  Htl^iliire,  CiiAiRaiAy. — Db.  Ri-t  lib  Wymax  chosen  Phtstcijut 

OF  ASTLUlf.^ — ConNER-STONK    OF    HOSS'ITAL    LAID,    JULT  4,   1818. AXP- 

DE&S8E8  ON  THE  OCCASIOX.  —  TaX  OS  LiCEXSES  \SKED  FOR. —  COLOXEL 

Mat,  Chairmax*  —  Address  by  Richard  Sullivan,  1819.  —  Capu- 
chin Chapel, — Death  of  James  Prinxe,  Treasurer. — Electiox 
AND  Dkath  of  William  Cocuuak.^ Election  of  N,  P.  RrssfiLL.— 
Death  of  James  Perkins^  VirK-PitKsTDKVT,  —  Toli.«  on  Cakal 
Bridge.  —  Nathaniel  Flktcitkr,  Superintendent  of  Ho»prTAL, — 
First  Patient,  Sept.  3,  1821.  —  Bequests  of  Thomas  Oliver, 
Samuel  Eliot,   Beea   Tucker,  &.c.  —  Donation   of   Uoracis   Grat, 

&C, — ADDRES^fH   TO    FUBLIC.    1822.  —  StaTE   OF   FINANCES,    &C. 

In  1818,  the  same  Board  of  Trustees  were  re*elected; 
and  at  their  first  meeting,  Jan.  25,  Thomas  H.  Per- 
kins was  chosen  Chairman.  The  Committee  reported 
that  the  plan  of  a  Hospital  by  Mr*  Bulfiiich  deserved 
the  premium ;  and  the  President  and  Vice-President 
were  asked  to  attend  at  the  next  meeting,  and  give 
their  advice  as  to  the  erecting  at  present  a  centre 
building  and  one  w^ing.  Messrs.  William  Pliillips 
and  James  Perkins  attended  accordingly,  Jan.  28,  and 
signified  their  approval  of  this  measure.  On  Feb.  1, 
Mr.  Bulfinch's  plan  (with  slight  modifications  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee)  was  adopted,  and  immediate 
measures  were  directed  for  getting  stone  hammered 
at  the  State  Prison.     A  Committee  was  appointed  to 
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mquire  as  to  insurance  on  the  Asylum  buildings,  and 
also  as  to  the   powers  of  granting  annuities.     The 
Committee  on  this  last  subject  reported  on  Feb.  15. 
BlessTS.  Lowell  and  Francis  were  appointed,  March  1, 
to  engage  a  person  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the 
Hospital,     March  3,  the  Building  Committee  at  the 
Klisylum  was  ordered  to  have  a  foot-bridge  constructed 
Bover  the  creek,  in  place  of  one  recently  destroyed  by 
ice.    Insurance  against  fiie  was  ordered  to  the  amount 
often  thousand  dollars.     March  15,  the  Board  decided 
that  it  is  expedient  to  unite  in  one  person  the  offices 
Ij     of  Physician    and    Superintendent   of    the    Asylum. 
March  22,  it  appeared  that  the   Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  the  Hospital  recommended  Dr.  Rufus  Wy- 
man  (Dr.   George   Parkraan   having   withdrawn   his 
application  for  that  office) ;   and  he  was  nominated 
^accortliugly.    Mr.  Francis  was  appointed  a  Committee 
f  for  erecting  a  wharf  at  the  Hospital  grounds.     On 
March  23,  Dr.  AVyman  was  unanimously  elected,  and 
[was  authorized  to  visit  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
March  29,  the  heirs  of   Hezekiah  Blaochard  made 
ibeii*  claim  for  part  of  the  Hospital  laud.    On  June  2, 
Il)r.  WjTnan,   having  returned  from  his  tour,  made 
a  verbal  report.     Messrs.   Francis  and  Low^ell,  and 
[the  Treasurer,  w^ere  appointed  the  Building  Commit- 
tee of  the  Hospital 
On  Jolv   I,  the  Treasurer,  and  Messrs.  May  and 


38 


CORNER-STONE    OF    HOSPITAL    LAID, 


Fraiicis,  were  appoiuted  a  Committee  to  cause  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Hospital  to  be  laid  on  July  4  ;  auc 
Mr.  Qiiincy  was  requested  to  deliver  the  address  oi^ 
that  occasion. 

^*  On  Saturday,  the  4th  day  of  July,  the  corner-stone 
of  the  Hospital  in  North  Allen  Street,  in  pursuance  of 
the  vote  of  the  Trustees,  was  laid  in  Masonic  form  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  ilassachusetts,  in  presence  of  hii 
Excellency  the  Governor,  his  Honor  the  Lieutenanbi 
Go  vera  or,  the  Honorable  Council,  many  charitabl 
societies,  the  Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health  of  th' 
town  of  Boston,  the  niembei-s  of  the  Corporation 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  a  greal 
concourse  of  citizens,  who  assembled  to  witness  the 
ceremony. 

'*  Under  the  stone  was  placed,  in  addition  to  a  num 
bcr  of  coins,  a  silver  plate  or  tablet,  whereon  waa 
engraved  the  follow  iug  inscription  :  — 

"  E\}i  Corntr?glonr  ni  iftfs  Et(iScf> 
Dxeiointo  A«  JL  OMjrKnAL    tmsriTAL,  foundeti    bv  tiik   huhificbnck   of  th» 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    »jLSfiACEI(7SKTTftf    JiVfJI    OF    MANV    OF     ITH    LIBERAL 

CITIZEN  ft,    Was    laid    at    the    H£QDE«T    of   THK    TRI7»T8ICa 

OF    THtt   MASSAC UU(<KrrB    UK?iEllAL    HOSriTAL^ 

BT    THK    01lA^■l>    LOIKJK    OF 

MA  »SA  C&17SKTT8, 

FRAX119  J.  OLIVER,  E«i,,  Ormnd  Matter. 

Ills  Ex4tfll#iicr  JOHN  BUOUKS,  OuvfTbor. 

Ttlt  Honor  WILLIAU  I'JIILLtPS,  Lteut.-Govcmor,  I'rvAlilc^nt  of  uld  CofponUaiif  mai 
muniQi'dnt  donor. 
Th«>  KuPilcl|i«l  muii  UlltCAr}'  D(Ilcer>  of  B^iattio  Akalitlnf  tt  lb*  Crtvmoplea; 

TMI«  FOURTH    UAV  0**  JULY,   A  U,   MDCCCXTrlll.   AWD  OF  THM  INUSPBHUKHCB 

OF  TUK  F^ITKI>  BTATM,    JfLlU. 

ARSto    LrtJS,   SifilH," 
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The  addresses  of  Mr.  Oliver  and  Mr.  Quincy  were 
every  respect  eminently  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
m*    That  of  tlie  Grand  Master,  Mr,  Oliver,  was  as 
follows :  — 

la  youT  hands   [the  Maeter-Builder]  I   now  place  these 
>lg  fif  your  profession,  and  commit  to  your  care  the  super- 
iteDileace  iP  erecting  t\m  edifice,  whose  foundation  b  now 
u]   in   the   land    of  our  fathers,  in  presence  of  sages  and 
ilaQthropi»t8*  with  their  fervent  prayers  for  a  blessing  on 
work.     Be  cautions  in  seleeting  your  materials,  and  use 
your  skill  in  putting  them  together,  that  your  worknian- 
1.',    endure   like  that   of  faithful»css   and  truth;     kn* 
^         i  J* ling  i*  not  to  be  a  temporary  pavilitm  for  the  dis- 
ly  of  opijlence,  splendor,  and  pride,  but  a  temple  dwli- 
Itd    to    humanity,    a    lazar-hou^e    built    by    enlightened 
^oropsiigionf  wliere  CnAiiiTV  and  Philosophy  are  to  walk 
i  peqi4*tual    round   to  alleviate  ml-^cry,  and  to  condjiit  with 
L^mJ  destroy  disease  and  pain. 

^B  "  Til  necure  your  constant  attention  and  highest  exertions 
^Bbi  ihii*  undertaking,  you  mu^t  keep  in  n»ind  the  noble  purposes 
^ptu  which  it  is  to  he  appropriated.  It  will  be  u  testhnonial  of 
dj«  lilxsralily  of  this  Ctunmonweakh  and  the  munificence 
rf  Qpukiit  individuals,  —  a  sort  of  mile-stone  on  the  journey 
tif  eiviiixutton,  to  show  how  far  the  Christian  spirit  had 
■hincol  in  this  age,  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  man, 

""The  golden  age,  when  men  were  happy  ami  free  from 
oime,  Vix^9  only  in  fable ;  but  u  religious  and  humane  age, 
imiilit  Cfime  and  wretchedness,  shall   be   mutter   of  sober 

**  If  lie  urbo  girea  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  the  thirsty,  with 
«diaifitable  dispoattion,  has  already  the  promises  of  the  gos- 
pdflnwr  grcttt  will  be  the   reward  of  those  generous  souls 
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who  create  a  perennial  flow  of  all  the  lienling  balms  an4l 
cordiab  timt  touch  the  lips  or  batlie  the  limbs  of  dciirepitude  j 
aud  sickness. 

"As  this  institution  will  long  exist  a  proof  of  the  liberality  ' 
of  feeling  and  purity  of  sentiment  of  the  people  of  this  day,| 
and  an  example  for  future  times,  go  on,  Sir,  and  erect  thi«1 
l>uihling  with   taste,  science,  and  fidelity,  that   it   may   be  a 
model  for  the  architects  of  a  distant  period  ;  so  that  future 
master-builders   may  conne    and   admire   your  work   for  it 
strength,  beauty,  and  durability* 

**  If  you  commence  your  work  in  hope,  and  perform  it  with  J 
assiduity,  prosperity  will  attend,  and  self-satisfaction,  witli  tliel 
applauses  of  the  wise  and  good,  will  crown  your  toils.  Yom«  1 
is  no  small  or  trifling  trust ;  do  your  duty  in  this,  and  in  all  J 
your  hands  find  to  di>,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  great] 
Architect  of  time  and  eternity  will  number  you  among  his  j 
master  workmen  who  have  happily  toiled  for  the  bread 
life.*' 


To  which  the  master-builder  replied :  — 

"  Most  Wohshipful  Sir, 

"  I  accept  these  tools  of  my  profession  with  diffidence  but] 
pleasure ;  and  I  promii^e  to  use  my  best  endeavors  to  follow 
your  advice  and  remember  your  instructions.    The  recollection  ■ 
of  the  impurtjincc  of  this  institution,  and  the  desire  I  feel  to 
tibtain  tlie  approbation  of  its  patrons,  will,  I  trust,  stimulate] 
me  in  tlie  discharge  of  my  duties.     Whatever  seieuce  or  skill  J 
I  possess  shall  be  sedulously  devoted  to  thi^  work.     As  the" 
corner-stone  of  the  edifice  is  now  laid  in  the  full  faitli  of  the 
great  advantages  wliich  are  to  flow  from  this  institution*  and 
with   all   holy  and   proper  rites,  it  shall  now  be  my  earnest 
desire   and   constant   exertion,  tliat    industry,  liurmony,  and 
good  icllowship  shall  prevail  among  the  craftsmen,  that  the  J 
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iriirk  shall  proceed  with  despatch,  find  be  finished  in  good 

lime  for  the  reception  of  such  as  it  is  intended  to  accommodsite- 

'The  belief  that   the  good   feelings    and  wishes  of  the 

lfm$  nnd  benevolent  are  with  nie  In  thia  nndertiiking  will 

IftreDg-then  my  hands  and  encourage  my  heart,  ybr  the  prayer 

'the  righteous  avatltth  mtwh.^' 

The  address  of  Mr.  Quiucy  was  as  follows :  — 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency;  —  Gentlemen  of  the 
onic,  Gentlemen  of  the  Mechanic,  Assooiations ;  — 
FelloirHiitizens :  —  I  am  requested  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
dsia^ichugetta  General  Hospital  to  express  to  you,  Sir,  — 
the  officers  and  members  of  these  respectable  f rater- 
^idties, — ^  and  to  our  fellow-citizens  in  general,  their  con- 
atiilations  on  this  interesting  occasion.  You  and  they 
will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  for  the 
9imiitenance  and  aid  you  have  given  this  institution,  by 
cx)ndescemling  to  assist  in  laying  its  foundations, 
ordbig  to  the  rules  of  art,  and  with  those  solemn  and 
n^terious    forms    and    ceremonies    which    ancient   wisdom 

prescribed, 
^lodeed,  Sir  and  Gentlemen,  the  foundations  of  a  noble 
have  this  day  been  laid  ;  —  a  chanty,  destined  to 
nfar  Ia;^ing  blessings  on  future  times,  as  it  has  already 
rronfeired  immortal  honor  on  the  present;  —  a  charity,  of 
which  it  well  becomes  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts  to  speak 
[in  the  language  of  pride  and  exultation.  For  of  what  can 
I  the  patriot  be  more  justly  proud  than  of  witnessing  in  a 
rcommunity  virtuous  principles,  emanating  in  generous  ef- 
I,  ftjul  generous  efforts  erowned  with  resplendent  suc- 
i?  M'^hcn  can  exultation  be  more  natural  or  suitable 
hUn  on  beholding  the  seed,  whit^h  the  common  ]nhov  of 
the  community    has   scattei'ed,   upspringing  from    the    soU, 
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beiirmg  on  its  trunk  and  on  its  brandies  the  pregnant  prom* 
fee  of  fruit  and  &hrtde? 

"  In  reference  to  this  institution,  it  lias  been  the  happinei* 
of  the  Trustees  to  witness  anioni;  their  fellow-eitizens  t 
zeal  co-openuing  with  its  design  and  patronizing  its  csUb* 
lishment,  as  liiudablc  as  it  has  been  exeuiplary,  and  nol 
less  encQuniging  than  it  has  been  lionorable.  They  liuve^ 
seen  individiiait*  difitin^ui^hed  at  once  for  wealth  and  liber- 
al ity«  surpassing  all  former  recuvrds  of  benevolence  in  tiii# 
country,  and  subscribing  to  their  funds  sums  which  io 
point  of  aniiMuit  iiave  selduni  been  €f|ualleil  by  individual 
aubflcri[>tion  in  any  country,  on  any  occasion.  They  lmv« 
seen  all  classes  of  thetr  citizens  combining  and  cuncentnit- 
ing  their  efforts,  and  the  irresistible  force  of  public  opiiiwm 
api>lied,  not,  as  has  happened  in  <»tlicr  countries,  to  destrojr^ 
but  to  found  and  erect  institutions  destined  to  l)e  the  refujje 
of  the  afflicted  ;  and  to  provide  relief  and  extend  |iroiectifHi 
to  those  who  la!)iir  nndt-r  the  nios^t  awful  and  bumihatiiijj 
misfortunes   to   which   man   is   subject. 

"  These  are  effcirts,  of  whicli  he  who  loves  his  country 
may  ju,-»tly  be  proud,  Tliesc  are  objects  which  the  eye  ui 
the  philanthrojjist  duUgl*ts  to  cuntcmplatc.  Tlie^e  arc 
scenes,  amid  which  virtue  and  piety  rejoice  to  dwell 
These  arc  honors  which  elofpuiocc  and  history  will  noi 
cease  to  cclei>ratc,  lung  after  every  other  memorial  of  th< 
present  genera ti*Hi  shall   liave  passed  away* 

"  But,  may  it  please  your  Kxcellency,  it  ought  not  to  b< 
concealed  on  the  present  occasion,  that,  noiwiihsiundin^ 
the  donations  on  which  this  charity  has  been  Ibundcd  an 
great,  yet  that  the  necessities  of  the  unfortunate  and  of  thii 
instil ullun  are  still  jxreater.  It  belunus  to  the  occasion  ti 
State,  that  tlie  funds  already  jjl-iccd  at  tlic  di,spnsal  of  tht 
Trustees  will  scarcely  more   iluui  sutlice  to  enable  them  u 
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ftim/ilctc  the  Asylum  for  the  Insiuic,  find  nlso  two  principal 
\fwrU  q(  tiie  biiildinir  destined  for  the  Genera!  Hospital; 
[kvmir  k  to  the  syinpathy  of  the  Le'^Uhitnrc  nnd  of  tlie 
Icummunity  ta  provide  fur  the  coinpletioti  of  the  rcinninin^ 
[tliini  part  of  the  building,  and  for  the  smnnal  support  tif  tlie 
f  ttfnhli^hnicnt. 

"Encoiirajjcd  by  the  libernlity  and  fiuor  idrciidy  disphiyed 
by  their  felluw-eilizens  nud  by  tlie  Le^aglature  of  the  Com- 
nuinwcnith,  nnd  anxious,  on  tlieir  part,  to  fnlBl  the  duties 
|fiinpo6ed  on  them  in  the  spirit  which  the  mnnificence  of  the 

»lle  seemed  to  justify  nnd  to  deninnd,  the  Trustees  have 
ticcmcd  themselves  cumpelled  to  eomniencc  their  in.stitution 
npon  a  scule  and  on  a  system  coinciding  less  with  the 
unmediate  state  of  tlic  funds,  thiin  with  the  anticipated 
ai^encie.**  of  society ;  assured  that  the  liherality  of  the 
Stntc  ami  of  individuals  will  not  fail  to  com[ilctc  an  tinder- 
taking  commenced  under  such  honorable  ami  happy  aus- 
pices; relying  that  every  want  whieh  shall  occur  will  be 
•upplied  as  well  from  tlie  interesting  and  commnndiu;^ 
nature  of  all  the  charities  concentrated  in  their  instituti^^n, 
a«  from  the  just  and  deep  sympathies  for  its  success  wlueli 
prcTjiil  in  the  community. 

"To  that  sympathy,  to  tlie  same  noble  and  elevated 
sentiment,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  its  coneeptioru  and, 
tlms  far,  for  its  establisliraent,  we  confidently  rely  for  its 
fiiture  support. 

To  you  I  Sir*  aa  the  head  and  representative  of  this  great 
tmumun wealth, — ^  to  our  fellow-citizens  at  large,  ^  to  all 
tlie  wise,  the  liberal,  the  virtuous,  and  pious  men  of  our 
country,  we  cheerfully  commit  its  destinies ;  asking  only  of 
^m,  and  of  the  Legislature  of  the  CoiniinMUvealth,  that 
^^t  game  munificent  spirit  which  founded,  may  still  preside 
<jver  it,  that  it  may  thus  bo  enabled  to  develop  all  its  use- 
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fulness,  and  continue  to  be,  what  it  now  is,  a  monumenl 
«jf  the  wjfetloin,   the    Hbernlity.  antl  luiiimnity  of  the  ruler 
iinJ  citizens  of  Mufc^sacliiisettj*," 


The  cereraomes  were  concluded  by  the   following 
remarks  fxom  James  Prince,  Esq.,  the  Treasurer  ol 

the  institution  :  — 

'^Fellow-citizens, — ^The    purposes    for    which    we    hav< 
a*fseiub]ed    being   accomplished,   the    niuinent    of  our   &ep! 
ration  from  thii!i  now  interesting  spot  hns  aiTivcd.      Let  mi 
however,  under   those   impressions    which    tlie    occasion 
forcibly  inspires,  in  retiring,  turn  our  thoughts  from  eai 
to  heaven,  and  again  implore  the  God  and  Father  of 
graciously  to  jiermit  the  toj>-stone  of  this    intended  edifii 
to  be  laid  in   love,   in   order,  and  without    accident,  as 
this  beginning ;    and  to  bestow  the  choicest  of  his  blessin 
ujion  all  those  wlio  have  been,  or  wlio  hereafter  may 
donors    to    this    humane    establishment,    not    only    in    tl 
world,  but  in  that  which  is  to  come.     Amen." 

His  Excellency,  the    Trustees,  and    other   invited 
guests,  then  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  TreasuretJ 
Mr.  Prince^  and  partook  of  a  collation.     The  attend^ 
ance  was  verj^  nunierous.     Those  who  could  not  g€ 
into  the  house  were  accommodated  in  the  garden. 
was  a  scene  of  joyous  festivity.    '^  It  was  a  great  day,** 
said  one  who  was  present,  ''  for  Marshtd  Prince,*' 
it  certainly  was  for  the  institution.     Like  the  Union 
with  whose  birthday  its  foundation  is  thus  associated! 
may  its  benefits  be  ever  more  and  more  widely  felt| 
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and  may  it  continue  to  the  latest  times  to  afford  its 
protection,  and  extend  its  welcome  alike  to  the  citizen 
and  to  the  stranger  who  corneth  among  us  ! 

|>u  July  3s  lt*18*  Joseph   Head,  Esq,,  one  of  the 

,€3cecutoi«  of  Thomas  Oliver,  of  Boston,  merchant, 

UHced    that    he    had   made    this   institution    hia 

w«iduary  devisee*     This  bequest  was  gratefully  ac- 

!cepted   by   the    Trustees ;    and    Messrs.   Lowell    and 

unck  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  subject. 

This  legacy  exceeded  twenty-four  thousand  dollars. 

portrait  of   Mr,   Oliver   was  subsequently  given, 

wliich  was  placed  in  the  Trustees'  room  at  the  IIos- 

The  institution  is  especially  indebted  to  Mr. 

for  this   bequest,  as   the   testator   wished   to 

bestow  his  property  on  him  and  liis  f\imily ;    and  it 

Was  solely  in    consequence  of  his  truly  disinterested 

idvice,  that  Mr.  Oliver  made  the  Hospital  the  object 

bountv,  after  his  wife's  decease.     The  widow 

ied  again,  and  lived  till  July,  18^5,  enjoying  till 

ber  death  the  income  or  interest  of  the  estate*     The 

Uoipiud  retreivcd  the  property  in  1826,  and  paid  her 

froai  that  time  an  aimuity  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

On  Jidy  l;i.  thanks  were  voted  to  the  Grand  Lodge 

Maasacfauseltfi  for  then*  assistance  at  the  ceremonies 

•f  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone.    Sept.  1,  Mr.  Francis 

wti  appaiiited  a  Committee  to  advise  with  the  Treas- 

tiiw  Dc^pecting  the  disposal  of  the  funds*     Detailed 
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FtRST    PATIENT    AT    THE    ASYLUM, 


rules  were  adopted  for  admission  of  patients  at  the 
Asylum,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  Sept.  8,  fur- 
ther rules  and  reguhitions  for  the  general  government 
of  the  Asyhnii  were  adopted.  The  Committee  on  Mr. 
Oliver  s  heqiiest  reported  that  his  widow  is  to  hav« 
all  the  property,  real  and  persoiiaL  for  life  ;  and  eon^ 
sented  to  the  immediate  sale  of  land  in  Middle  Stree 
and  Prince  Street  devised  by  !iini.  On  Sept.  15,  1818^ 
Visiting  Committees  were  arranj^ed,  each  to  be 
three  nuMubcrs,  and  to  serve  for  three  months ; ' 
K  Messrs.  Sullivan,  Sargent,  and  Francis  being  the 
Committee  for  the  next  ensuing  mouths  of  October, 
November,  and  December.  Sept.  19,  the  Treasurer 
was  authorized  to  borrow^  ten  thousand  dollars.  Oct. 
27,  he  w^as  ordered,  on  account  of  the  straitened 
means  of  the  institution,  to  call  in  all  debts  due  for^ 
subscriptions  or  otherwise.  Nov*  15,  the  Visiting 
Committee  were  directed  to  hasten  the  delivery  o| 
the  stone  from  State  Prison.  ^*  that  the  roof  of  the 
Hospital  may  be  co\'ered  in  as  soon  as  possible/' 

Nov*  23,  the  Visiting  Committee  report  nine  pa 
tieuts  received  at  Asjlnm,  Mr.  Francis  states  that 
he  well  remembers  the  admission  of  the  first  patient. 
A  father  asked  to  have  his  son  received  as  an  inmate  i 
and  the  Committee  spent  three  hours  in  conver8iu| 
H  with  liim,  in  order  to  learn  all  the  particulars  of  th^ 
H     case.     He  informed  them  that  he  believed  his  son 
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be  one  of  those  spoken  of  in  the  Bible  as  *'  possessed 
mih  a  devil ;  "  and,  when  asked  what  remedial  meas- 
ures he  had  adopted,  replied  that  he  wiis  in  the  habit 
of  whippinff  him.  The  young  man  was  entirely  cured, 
and  became  subsequently  a  pedler,  in  which  vocation 
he  disphvyed  so  much  Yankee  shrew^dness,  that  lie 
acquired  a  property  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
Three  hours'  deliberation  on  the  admission  of  each 
patient  would  hardly  be  found  practicable  in  these 
later  times,  when  the  institution  numbers  tw^o  hun- 
dred inmates.  The  Trustees,  however,  always  scrupu- 
lously require  a  medical  certificate  as  to  the  fact  of 
insiinity. 

Dec.  20,  voted  that  Messrs.  Lowell,  Quincy,  and 
Coolidge  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  James  Prince, 
Ksq,,  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation,  to  express  the 
I'egrct  of  this  Board  at  learning  his  intention  to 
realign,  •*  their  unanimous  sense  of  his  very  able  and 
lealous  sernces/'  and  their  wish  that  he  would  con- 
sent to  serve  at  least  another  year.  With  this  request 
l»e  complied,  and  remained   in   office   till   his   death. 

^i\(:  temperance  reform  had  not  as  yet  commenced, 
and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  ask  for  a  grant 
rf**a  tax  on  licenses  to  sell  spirituous  liquors/'  The 
Board  of  Visitors  made  a  visit  to  the  Asylum,  by 
invitation  of  the  Trustees,  and  arc  reported  to  the 
Board  as  having  *•  expressed  much  satisfaction  at  the 
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promising  state  of  the  institution."  Messrs,  Lowell 
and  Qiiincy  were  appointed  a  Comraittee  to  confer 
with  the  Lechmere  Point  Corporation,  on  the  subject 
of  the  ^'  officers  of  the  Hospital  being  permitted  to  pasa 
their  bridge  free  of  toll/'  Dec.  27,  the  Treasurer 
furnished  '*  a  very  judicious  plan  for  keeping  the 
accounts  of  the  Asylum."  Jan*  3,  1819,  a  Com- 
mittee of  five  was  appointed  to  get  the  signatures 
of  individuals  to  the  petition  for  a  tax  on  licenses. 
Jan.  24,  1819.  the  Treasurer  reported  that  he  had 
borrowed  a  further  sum  of  eleven  hundred  dollars, 
and  was  authorized  to  borrow  five  thousand  more. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  19,  Peter  C.  Brooks 
was  elected  a  Trustee  in  place  of  Thomas  H,  Perkins^ 
Esq.,  but  declined  serving.  The  thanks  of  the  Cor- 
poration were  presented  to  Colonel  Perkins  for  his 
long  and  faithful  services  as  Trustee.  At  this  annual 
meeting,  Mr.  Francis,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  reported  the 
property  of  the  institution,  exclusive  of  the  Province 
f  House,  at  $4,188,  "'  which  would  be  far  short  of  the 
sum  necessary  to  complete  the  buildings."     A  Com- 

Imittee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  procure  subscrip- 
tions for  an  historical  picture,  to  be  painted  by  Mr, 
Allston,  and  to  be  the  property  of  the  Hospital.  No 
such  picture  was  ever  painted.  Jan.  31,  Colonel  May 
was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Trustees,     l^eb.  21,  the 
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tovm  of  Concord  was  thanked  for  its  liberal  donation. 
Feb.  28,  Dr.  Wyman  s  salary  was  fixed  at  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars.  March  2L  Mr.  Francis  was  appointed  a 
Committee  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  finishing  the  Hos- 
pital; and  Messrs*  Lowell,  Sullivan,  and  Francis  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  arrange  a  plan  for  laying 
out  the  grounds  at  the  Asylum,  April  2^  reports 
were  presented  of  a  very  favorable  character  as  to 
Dr.  Wyman,  and  stating  that  his  assistants  had  be- 
haved ^'  with  all  due  humanity  and  attention."  Tlie 
whole  number  of  patients  was  stated  to  be  sLx 
females,  nine  males,  April  4,  the  Acting  Physician 
and  Surgeon  were  re-elected.  Of  the  eight  Con- 
sulting Physicians,  the  only  change  was  the  election 
of  Dr*  James  Mann,  in  place  of  Dr.  Danforth,  who, 
it  ifi  believed,  was  dead,  April  11,  Mr,  Francis 
reported  that  $4,557.43  would  finish  the  Hospital 
h  a  plain,  simple  style. 

It  was  voted  to  apply  to  the  Canal  Bridge,  "  re- 
questing such*  an  extension  of  their  order,  as  that 
the  Trustees,  Physicians,  and  all  persons  actually 
employed  in  the  Asylum,  when  passing  the  bridge  on 
the  business  of  said  institution,  shiill  pass  the  same 
fn?e  of  toll."  May  2,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized 
to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  off"  the  debts  of  the 
Corporation,  by  obtaining  a  loan,  &c.  May  18,  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for 
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a  public  address  to  be  delivered  during  the  session  of 
Legislature,  on  the  progress  and  present  state  of  the 
institution.  A  vote  of  the  Directors  of  tlie  Canal 
Bridge,  relative  to  payment  of  toll  by  officers  of  the 
Asylum,  was  read  and  placed  on  file.  It  granted  the 
privilege  asked  for,  which  accordingly  has  ever  since 
been  enjoyed,  though  of  late  years  called  in  question. 
June  1,  1819,  the  Committee  reported  that  Thurs- 
day next,  at  4  o'clock,  was  nppointed  for  the  deliveiy 
of  an  address  by  Richard  Sullivan,  Esq. ;  and  that 
the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Council,  Senate, 
and  House  of  Representatives,  had  been  invited  to 
attend. 

"On  Thursday,  June  3,  the  Trustees  ftssembled  at  Stitte 
Ilaiij^e,  where  u  prncessiien  was  formetl,  consisting  of  the 
Civil  Government  of  tlic  Common  wen!  ih,  I  lie  Board  of 
Visitors,  Corporation,  Trustees,  Pli}\*^icianst  and  Surgeons 
of  tlie  institutiiiii,  reverend  clergy,  and  citizens ;  who  pro- 
ceeded to  Kin^^'s  Chapel,  where,  after  appropriate  pniyer?j 
by  Rev.  Dr.  James  Freeman,  and  music  by  a  select  choir  of 
amateurs,    an    elegant,  feeling,   and  persuasive   address  was 

1^  delivered  by  Richard  Sullivan,  Esq.,  on  the  utility  and  prog- 

^^^        ress  of  the  combined  institution." 

I" 


This  address  was  published  hy  order  of  the  Trus- 
tees, and  forms  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-one  pages, 
containing,  in  an  appendix  of  eleven  pageSj  letters  of 
])liyHicians,  &c.,  some  of  which  liad  been  published 
with  the  address  of  1^16* 
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Jrtly  1,  Tristram  Barnard  having  resigned,  and 
Mr.  Brooks  declined,  Joseph  Head  and  Thomas  W. 
Ward  were  elected  by  the  Trustees  to  fill  these  va- 
caocies.  Thanks  were  presented  to  Mr.  William  IL 
Lane  for  the  present  of  a  mahogany  medicine  case, 
nlued  at  two  hundred  dollars,  July  6,  a  very  cor- 
dial vote  of  thanks  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  Mr.  Barnard,  Depositions,  in  perpetuance  of  Mr. 
Prince  and  his  sister  Mrs.  Tucker,  were  ordered  to 
betaken  as  to  the  Allen-street  Estate.  Aug,  17,  an 
iflvoice  of  medicines  and  shop-furniture  ($111.20) 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Wyman,  and  suitably  acknowl- 
edged. Oct.  7,  the  Treasiuer  was  authorized  to  bor- 
fow  one  thousand  dollars  from  Mr,  Head,  and  five 
bttndred  each  from  Mr.  Francis  and  ^In  Coolidge  ; 
and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  new  sub- 
scriptions. 

Oct.  19,  David  Sears  resigned  ;  and,  on  Nov.  2, 
Samuel  Appleton  was  elected  in  his  stead.  Tlie  Com- 
Tnittee  on  Subscriptions  reported  an  address  to  the 
public^  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  I  have  not 
seen  a  copy  of  this  document,  A  becjuest  of  four 
bundred  dollars  from  Polly  Russell,  of  Charlestown, 
is  credited  on  the  Ti'easurer's  books.  In  November, 
the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  obtain  a  loan  of  six 
thousand  dollars*  Dec.  19,  tlie  Committee  for  sub- 
scriptions   reported    that   '*  theu-   success    had    been 
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satisfactory.''       Benjamin    Wiggin*    Esq.,    offered 
celebrated  picture,  *'  The  Capuchin  Chapel,''  to  be  ea 
hihited  for  benefit  of  the  IIospitaL  aod  was  thanke 
for  "his  very  generous  offer,"      Jan.   6,  1820,  Ml 
William   Hall  presented   ''  his    patent   for  sweeping 
chimneys,"  to  be  used  in  the  Hospital. 

Jan,   23,  the  same    Board    of  Trustees    were 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation.     Jan*  30,  tl 
muniticent  bequest  of  Mr.  Samuel  KHot,  of  ten  thou 
sand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  Asylum,  was  commt 
nicated  by  Mr.  Lowell,  one  of  the  executors.     Fel 
6,  Messrs.  Head  and  Francis  made  a  detailed  repor 
on  the  accounts  kept  at  the  Asylum,  recommendinj 
the  employment  of  a  person  to  post  the  books.     0| 
Feb.  2U,  John  Belknap  was  elected  a  Trustee  by  th 
Board  of  Visitors,  in    place  of  Hon.  John  LoweH 
resigned.      March   19,  a    proposition  to  endeavor 
effect  a  loan  for  finishing  the  Hospital  was  discusse 
April    9,    the    Treasurer   and    Messrs,    Francis   and 
Coolidge  were  appointed  a  Committee  ''  to  procee 
in  finishing  the  Hospital.''     On  April  18,  a  forniid 
announcement  of   Mr,    Eliot's    bequest,  and    of  the 
executor's  readiness  to  pay  the  same,  was  x^eceived ; 
and   the    donation    was    gratefully   accepted    by    the 
Trustees,     In  amount  it  ivas  surpassed  only  by  the 
gifts  of  Mr.  FhilHps  and  Mr,  Oliver.      At  this  meet- 
ing a  Committee  was  also  appointed    to  thank    Mr, 
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Wij^ioforthe  $1,604,  net  proceeds  of  the  exhibition 
[of  his  picture. 

J(ay  2,  Mr.  Frniicis  reported  that  the  Committee 
[liad  engaged  workmen,  procured  materials,  and  em- 
ployed James  M'AUister  to  superintend  the  comple- 
on  of  the  Hospital.  June  6,  the  Trustees  declined 
ipplying  to  the  Legislature  in  aid  of  a  project  for  a 
?ry,  a  portion  of  the  profits  of  which  were  to  be 
or  the  use  of  the  Hospital.  June  20,  an  extract 
om  the  will  of  Beza  Tucker  was  read,  giving  a  brick 
iwelling-house  and  land  in  a  court  leading  from  Boyl- 
011  Street,  now^  Boylston  Place ;  and  the  Treasurer 
ordered  to  receive  the  same,  nnd  to  make  suitable 
tknowledgraents  therefor.  It  was  then  worth  about 
is  thousand  dollai^,  and  was  sold  in  1827  for  f  5,3n(). 
)r.  Wyman  was  requested  to  assist  the  Building  C'om- 
Bittee  of  the  Hospital.  Mr.  Francis  resigned  the 
he  of  Trustee,  and,  on  July  19,  liis  resignation  was 
ccepted;  but  ho  was  requested  still  to  advise  and 
St  the  Committee  in  finishing  the  Hospital.  Oct* 
S,  it  appeared  that  sevend  elopements  from  the 
bylum  had  occurred,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed 
the  subject  of  measures  proper  to  prevent  the 
ne.  Oct.  22^  the  Building  Committee  were 
Jei-ed  to  take  measures  to  erect  the  western  wing 
of  Hospitid  in  the  ensuing  spring.  They  reported 
ilhat  the  centre  iind  easterly  wing  were  now  nearly 
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finished,  but  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  open  the  Hoi 
pital  immediately  for  the  reception  of  patients.  Nov- 
19,  blanks  were  ordered  for  admission  of  patients  at 
Hospital,  and  a  supply  of  necessary  furniture- 
Jan.  4,  1821,  applications  were  received  for  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Hospital,  witli  recommendatioas, 
On  Jan.  21,  the  existing  Board  of  Trustees  were 
re-elected  ;  Mr.  Francis  being  again  chosen  a  member, 
notwithstanding  his  recent  resignation.  But,  Mr. 
Quincy  having  declined,  the  Board  of  Visitors  elected 
Daniel  R  Parker,  Esq.  On  Feb.  11,  "the  Chairman 
communicated  to  the  Board,  intelligence  of  the 
cease,  yesterday,  of  James  Prince,  Esq.,  late  Treasure?^ 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  of  the 
Provident  Institution  for  Savings  in  the  town  of  Bos* 
ton,  and  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Massachusetts. 
The  exemplary  zeal,  activity,  faithfulness,  and  punc 
tuality,  displayed  by  Mr.  Prince  in  promoting  thi 
objects  of  this  institution,  were  called  to  mind  bj  th< 
Trustees,  and  his  disinterested  exertions  considered  »a 
entitling  him  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  the  char 
itable  and  humane."  ^Ir.  F'rancis  says  that  he  wai 
a  most  able  and  efficient  officer,  and  that  without  hii 
assistance  the  purchase  of  the  Allen-street  Estate 
could  not  have  been  effected. 

At    this    meeting,    Feb.    IK    it    was   ordered    thai 
Visiting  Committees  should  hereafter  consist  of  twC 
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ead  of  three  members,  and  the  terra  of  service 
each  Committee  be  two  months  instead  of  four, 
Feb,  25,  WilHam  Cochran,  Esq.,  the  new  Treasurer, 
on  the  20th  instant,  w^as  quahfied.  March  4, 
ttty-two  appHcations  were  received  and  read  for 
Bees  of  Superintendent  and  Matron  of  HospitaL 
ithe  annual  meeting,  March  21,  1821,  a  new  draft 
f  by-laws,  as  reported  by  Colonel  May  and  the  Secre- 
f,  was  adopted  and  recorded.  March  21,  Messrs. 
ay,  SuUivan,  and  the  Secretary,  were  appointed  a 
littee  on  the  rules  and  regiUations  for  the  Hos- 
April  1,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Fletcher  and  his 
ttfe  were  elected  Superintendent  and  Matron  of  the 
|[o6pital.  On  April  29,  it  was  voted  to  discontinue 
ings  on  Sunday  ;  which,  however,  were  resumed 
1822*  June  19,  thanks  were  given  to  the  Bos- 
Manufacturing  Company  for  a  donation  of  three 
of  sheetings,  July  5,  twenty-eight  patients  were 
[>rted  as  inmates  of  the  Asyhim  ;  and  rules  and 
ations  were  ado|)ted  for  the  Hospital,  and  re- 
ded in  extenso, 
Aug.  21,  notice  was  ordered  to  Drs.  Jackson  and 
rarren  that  the  Hospital  will  be  ready  for  patients 
Sept.  1.  On  Sept.  3,  one  patient  was  admitted; 
od,  until  Sept.  20,  not  a  single  other  application  was 
le  for  admission.  Sept,  4,  Dr.  Warren  attended, 
waa  requested  to  draft  an  address  to  the  public. 


wA 


A  cammB^a(6mm  mi  jwjtiJwjl  from  Hr.  Greenougl 
HI  iggari  to  pmia^  tte  capilal  sm  as  provided  for  il 
his  le9se  of  Province  Hmma^     A  Committee  on 
■iibjact  (BfoKiL  RaBOS^  S4i;^efit,  and  Sullivan)  wei 
appointed,  wbo,  ml  tlie  next  meeting,  reported  in  fav 
of  receiving  tibe  fune.     At  a  Corporation  meetii 
Sept.  21,  X.  P.  RuseeQ,  Esq.,  was  elected  Treasurer, : 
place  of  Mr.  C^^chran,  deceased*    Oct  4«  Dr.  Jacksc 
nominated,  as  hts  Mwiitant,  Dr.  Walter  Chanuii 


The  Treasurer  was  aalhoriied  lo  borrow  five  thousax 
dollars.     Oct.  11,  Dr.  Joshna  Green  was  appointe 
Apothecary.    Nov.  6.  it  appeared  that  ten  patients  ha 
been  received  at  the  Hospital,  three  discharged,  or 
cured,  and  one  relieved.     Dec  4,  the  title  of  the 
at  the  foot  of  ADen  Street  was  ordered  to  be  inv< 
tigated.  in  reference  to  an  alleged  trespass  by  Chari^ 
Taylor,  Esq.     This  strip  of  flats  seems  to  have 
conveyed  to  Mr.  Taylor  by  the   Hospital  in    1825 
On  Dec.  23,  a  model  of  a  machine,  called  a  '*  gout 
frame/*  invented  by  Mr.  Joseph  Trumball  for  the  pul 
pose  of  movin«»  helpless  people  to  and  from  bed.  wa 
presented.      Messrs.   iSullivan,  Ward,  and    Bradfor 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annua 
report.    Jan.  10,  1822,  six  free  beds  were  established  j 
three  for  medical,  three  for  surgical  patients. 

At  the  Corporation    meeting,  Jan.   15,   1822, 
Board   of  Trustees   were   thanked  for   their  zealou 
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and  faithful  sex-vices  during  the  past  year ;  and  the 
[^*time  Trustees  were  rc*electcd,  except  that  Theodore 
>man,  jun.,  was  chosen  in  place  of  Daniel  Sargent, 
sq.  Drs,  Warren  and  Jackson,  Mr.  Fletcher  and 
Dr.  Wyman^  were  severally  re-elected  to  their  offices. 
Consulting  Physicians  were  Di^.  Isaac  Hand, 
)avid  Townsend,  Thomas  Welch,  Aaron  Dexter, 
William  Spooner,  James  Mann  ;  also,  Drs.  Joshua 
BFisher  of  Beverly,  and  Amos  Holbrook  of  Milton. 
HOn  Feb.  '24,  Mr,  Sullivan,  Drs.  Warren,  Jackson, 
Hnnd  Wyinan,  and  Mr.  Lyman,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
"  Qiittee  to  prepare  a  description  and  general  account 
^mQ(  the  two  departments  of  the  Hospital ;  and  it  was 
W  c*niered  that  one  thousand  copies  be  printed  for  dis- 
tribution. On  March  10,  the  same,  as  reported  by 
Mr.  L^^man,  was,  with  some  trifling  amendments,  ac- 
|ccpted.  On  March  14,  it  was  voted  to  be  inexpedi- 
^^ial present  to  publish  with  said  document  a  list  of 
I  the  Hubscribers  and  benefactors.  Five  strong  rooms 
*  wen;  ordered  to  be  built ''  for  raging  female  patients." 
'  March  24,  the  C*ommittee  reported  that  two  thousand 
[copies  of  their  address  had  been  printed. 

April  21,  a  donation  of  a  thousand   dollars   was 

I  received  from  Mr.  Horace  Gray,  and  three  hundred 

I  fi^m  the  MassachusctU  Charitable  Fii'e  Society.     The 

Balding  Committee  were  ordered  to  take  measures  for 

|1iiiishing  the  portico  or  pediment  of    the  Uospit^iL 


fire  huiidi 
t^  was  notni 
Od    10.  twelve 
Dr    JacksoD 
regttlatiaiis  respecb 
with  m  Tiew  to  the  bettc 


nated  mud  m; 

males,  sevipa 

attended,  and 

iug  nurses  and 

preservation  of  otvfer  mad  quiel.     The  Visit  iug  Con 

mittce  were  directed  to  inquire  as  to  the  expediencj 

of  excluding  syphilitic  patients^     Xov.  3,  the  widof 

of  Thomas   Oliver  being  dl$i>osed  to  buy  the  fui 

tuic   of  her  husband,  of  which  she  had   the  use  foii 

life,  Mr.  Head  was  authorized  to  do  what  he  should 

'•  deem  proper  and  liberal/'     He  sold  it  to  her  for  fiv€ 
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hundred   dollars.      Nov.    10,  a    bedstead   and   other 

ai'ticles,  made  expressly  for  the  late  Abraham  Touro 

litiring   bis    illaess,   were    presented    by    his    sisten 

Dec.  I,  the  thanks  of  the  Board  were  presented  to 

the  executors  and  residuary  devisees  of  Captain  Seth 

Wt»hber,  for  their  voluntary  payment  of  his  recent 

legacy  of  one  thousand  dollars  ;  the  same  having  been 

m\x  received.     Additiomil  rules  and  regulations  for 

the  Asylum,  &c.,  were  adopted.     Messrs.  Coolidge  and 

May  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Hon. 

William  Phillips,  to  request  him  to  sit  for  his  portrait. 

Thtis  portrait  by  Stuart  is,  it  is  needless  to  say,  a  fine 

punting  and  an  excellent  likeness.     Dec.  15,  Samuel 

Appletou  resigned  his  office  of  Trustee.     On  Jan.  7, 

1S23,  Messrs,  Sullivan,  Phillips,  and  Coolidge  were 

appmuted  a  Cnnimittee  to  prepare  the  annual  report. 


The  address  to  the  public  in  1822  is  a  pamphlet  of 
tejr-four  i>ages,  signed  by  all  the  twelve  Trustees, 
«ujd  is  a  verj'  full  and  interesting  summary  of  all  that 
L  bad  been  done  for  the  institution,  and  its  position  and 
H  pwpecta  at  that  time.  It  is  believed  to  have  been 
^MjB«Q  the  pen  of  Mr,  Jjyman.  Letters  from  Drs.  Jack- 
^^piand  Wan'en,  and  a  report  from  Dn  Wyman,  are 
^bodied  in  it.  The  property  of  the  institution  is 
•Wetl  as  follows  :  — 


m^JI^Bii 
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The  Province  House $40,000.00 

Boylston  Place  House 6,000.00 

Geoeral  donations  in  money    ....       28,599.87 

$74,599.87 

Donations  specially  for  Hospital  .     .     .       73,809.29 

„  „      for  Asylum  .     .     .       53,997.47 

Making  the  grand  total  of       .     .     .       $202,406.63 

The  cost  of  the  Hospital-land  and  building  being  .     .     $94,352.29 
„  „       Asylum-land      „         „  „        .     .       89,821.16 

$184,173.45 
The  debts  of  the  institution  being  $19,850,  and  the  income  of 
its  property  not  enough  to  pay  the  salaries. 

The  buildings  of  both  departments  had,  however, 
been  opened  to  patients  ;  and  they  had  been  placed 
under  the  charge  of  two  gentlemen,  Dr.  Wyman  and 
Mr.  Fletcher,  who  were  admirably  fitted  for  their 
respective  posts.  The  one,  indeed,  was  soon  removed 
from  us  by  a  sudden  and  lamented  death.  The  other, 
for  many  years  afterwards,  with  an  ever-increasing 
reputation  and  success,  won  for  himself,  while  living, 
the  most  unbounded  confidence  and  respect,  and  has 
left  to  his  children  an  honored  name,  —  the  most 
precious  of  all  legacies. 
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CUAPTER    IV. 


JiLSVARTy  1823,  to  June,  1827. 

'  rtOM  Thebes. — ^Fiftt  Thocsand  Dollahu  ixvertkd  in  M.4»- 

|i:nr*KTT«   Hn5PlTAL   LlFK    INSURANCE   COMPANT.  —  WeST  W|?C«i  Ol-' 

BoftciTiL  ri?riSHED. — Deut  created.  —  Bequest  of  Joiih  M'Lea?c, 
OTSif  *Ne  Uuwdbed  TuotSANi*  Dollars.  —  LttiACiKS  i*v  Ahraiiam 
T»»^*i».  ELruioR  Davij*,  &c.  —  Deatii  of  Mk.  Flktcber  — Nathan 

GtllJfltr  ELECTEl*  ScrERr5fTEM>E>T. — ^GjFTOF  A  ^W.  —  LaFAYETTE. 

—  Ar^FAL  Fnr.r  BEt»?i,  —  1*ortbait9  of  liESEFACTORa.  —  Col,  May 
liAioxn.  —Joseph  Heap  Chaiuman,  —  Erysifelas  at  Hosfital. — 
PxTierrf  tticMovED.  —  Measures  in  Honor  of  John  M'Lkak. — 
Vauk  of  iijs  Beqlest  as  compared  with  Life  Insuraxck  Ckah^ 


J  the  annual  meeting  in  JaniiarVt  1823,  the  Trustees 
ported  that  the  funds  had  been  increased  $4,238.50 
bj  donations  ;  that  the  inferior  of  the  west  wing  of  the 
Uospital  was  finished,  and  ready  for  occupation  ;  and 
that  the  colonnade  in  front  wonld  be  raised  in  the  en* 
suing  season.  Three  new  Trustees  were  now  elected  ; 
tvL  Benjamin  Guild  and  William  H,  Prescott  chosen 
by  llic  CVirpomtion,  and  Gardiner  Greene  by  the  Board 
of  Visitors,  in  the  place  of  Richard  Sullivan,  Samuel 
Appletou,  and  John  Belknap.  Mr*  Appleton  had 
wiitributed  two  thousand  dollars  at  the  comnience- 
metit  of  the  establishment,  and  was  thus  one  of  tlie 
nmi  liberal  of  its  early  benefactors.  Mr.  Belknap 
has  taken  great  interest  in  the  institution  to  the  pres- 
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ent  time.     He  attends  all  the  annual  meetings  ;  and 
indeed,  he  and  two  or  three  others  are  generally  the 
only  representatives  of  the  public  on  those  occasiona 
Mr.  Sullivan,  as  Secretary  and  Trustee,  had  been  con 
nected  with  the  Hospital  from  its  foundation,  and, 
we  have  seen,  had  in  1819  delivered  a  public  addre^ 
ill  its  behalf.     The  Board  now  consisted  of  MessrsJ 
Joseph  May,  Chairman  ;  Ebenezer  Francis,  Thomas 
W,  Ward,  Benjamin  Guild,  Gamaliel  Bradford.  Joseph 
Head,  Theodore  Lyman,  jun,,  AVilliani  H.  PrescottJ 
Joseph  Coolidge,  Daniel  P.  Parker,  Jonathsui  Phillips^ 
and  Gardiner  Greene.      On  Jim.  T,  1823,  Messrs.  Frau 
cis,  Parker,  and  May.  with  the  Treasurer  and  Secre 
tary,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  subject  o^ 
the   Hospitars   riglit  to  grant   annuities,   and  at  thfi 
next  meeting  reported   the  agreement  with  the  Lif^ 
Insurance  Company,   which  was   subsequently  sauc 
tioned  by  the  Legislature  in  1824.     Feb.  2,  Messi'S^ 
Head,  Francis,  and  Greene  were  appointed  a  Commit 
tee  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  Massachusetts  Hos 
pital  Life    Insurance   Company,  not   exceeding  lif 
thousand  dollars.     The  Committee  subscribed  for  th^ 
whole  sum  named.     It  has  proved  a  most  fortunatq 
investment,  now  yielding  nine  per  cent  interest. 

PTight  Consulting  Physiciaus  were  chosen, — DrsJ 
John  G.  Coffin,  John  Dixwell,  and  John  Gorhaniil 
taking  the  phice  of  Drs;,  Rand,  Fisher,  and  Holbrook.! 
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Feb,  23,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  ten 
thoQsand  dollars,  Messrs.  Lyman  and  Guild  were  ap- 
Kiinted  a  Committee  for  collecting  a  library  for  each 
department  of  the  institution.  March  9,  a  donation  of 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Asjlura  was 
offered  and  accepted  on  condition,  that,  if  the  donor 
w^re  ever  subsequently  to  need  it,  the  same  should 
be  repaid  to  him  without  interest.  March  *i3,  one 
hundred  dollars  more  was  offered  and  accepted  on  the 
same  condition.  Dr.  Whittemore  resigning.  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Barrett  was  elected  ApothecaiT.  May  4,  a 
mummy  from  Thebes  was  presented  by  Bryant  P. 
Tilden  and  Robert  B.  Edes,  in  behalf  of  Jacob  Van 
Unnep  and  Company,  of  Smyrna  (the  Hospital  pay- 
ing  two  kundred  dollars  out  of  the  proceeds  of  its 
exhibition  to  the  Boston  Dispensary),  w  hich  was  grate- 
fully accepted*  This  mummy  is  now  an  appropriate 
omanient  of  the  operating  room  at  the  Hospit<d. 
May  18,  Samuel  Swett,  Esq.,  was  elected  Trustee,  in 
pJace  of  Gamaliel  Bradford,  who  resigned.  June  i. 
i  donation  of  books,  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars, 
tnnsmitted  through  Dr.  Warren,  was  presented,  witli 
^^1  catalogue.  July  8,  Messrs.  Francis  and  Guild 
^■irere  appomted  a  Committee  to  attend  to  the  suit 
^Bf  Hezekiah  Blanchard's  heirs.  This  related  to  the 
^Bdium  before  alluded  to. 
^H    On  July  23,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  re- 
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ceive  the  legacy  of  Abraham  Touro.  It  was  1 
extremely  liberal  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  < 
Aug.  10,  the  donor  of  the  four  hundred  dollars 
cmulilion  ^vas  declared  to  be  Mr.  Lambert,  of  R< 
bury,  then  deceased.  Aug.  24,  Charles  W.  Chauni 
was  chosen  Apothecary,  Mr,  Barrett  having  resign( 
A  rule  was  adopted,  which  has  since  proved  v< 
salutary,  to  charge  board  for  the  whole  quarter  in 
cases  of  ijtsane  patients  removed  by  friends  before  1 
expiration  of  the  quarter,  and  against  the  advice 
the  Physician,  Sept  9,  a  vote  passed  authorizing  t 
borrowing  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and,  on  Sept  3 
five  thousand  more,  both  on  mortgage  of  the  Provii 
House  Estate  and  Boylston  Place  House.  Oct.  7, 1 
Committee  reported  that  they  had  leased  the  mum 
one  year  for  exhibition  in  other  cities.  The  Chj 
man  reported  that  the  portrait  of  the  President  v 
finished  ;  and,  on  Oct.  10,  it  was  received.  The  wi 
wing  of  the  Hospital  was  now  ready  for  patients 

Nov.  2,  1823,  the  gratifying  announcement  w 
made  of  a  bequest  from  John  M'Lean,  of  twenty-fi 
thousand  dollars,  payable  on  death  of  his  widow, 
with  the  information  that  he  had  also  made  this  in 
tution  his  residuary  legatee,  by  which  ^'  a  much  larg 
sum  "  would  be  secured.  This  residue  proved  to 
over  ninety  thousand  doHars.  Mr.  M'Lean  was 
truly  noble  specimen  of  a  Boston  merchant.     Ha' 
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ing  many  veal's  before  failed  in  business,  he  settled 
witli  ;iJl  his  creditors,  and  obtained  a  full  discharge. 
Soon  afterwards,  by  the  safe  arrival,  as  I  believe,  of 
a  Tessel  supposed  to  have  been  lost,  he  retrieved  his 
affairs.  He  forthwith  called  a  meeting  of  his  cred- 
itors, and  paid  to  each  of  them  the  balance  due,  both 
prinnpal  and  interest. 

Xov.  23>  Dr.  Jolni  B.  Brown  was  chosen  Assistant 
Sorgeon,  on  nomination  of  Dr.  Warren.  The  office 
f)f  Steward  was  created  at  the  Asylum,  to  relieve  Dr. 
Wyman  of  part  of  his  duties ;  and  John  M.  Goodwin 
\\\is  elected,  A  Committee  was  appointe^l  to  obtain 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  MLean,  and  to  report  on  the  expe- 
ilieDcy  of  obtaininj^  portraits  of  other  liberal  donors. 
Dec.  7»  Messi*s.  May,  Cireeue,  and  Francis,  with  the 
Treasurer  and  Secretary,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  make  a  settlement  witli  the  executors  of  Mr. 
M  Lean.  The  Secretary  was  subsequently  discharged, 
and  Mr.  Guild  appointed  in  his  place.  The  Asylum 
iro*  rt* presented  as  being  full,  and  several  applications 
for  admittance  declined  for  that  reason.  The  Com- 
mittee for  obtaining  Mr.  MLean's  portrait  were  also 
tWged  with  procuring  a  portrait  of  the  late  Samuel 
lOt  Jan.  6,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  bor- 
row six  thousand  dollars.     Messrs.  May  and  Francis 

^«e  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  Mr.  McAllister's 

actoimts. 
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^lEETIKG   CHANGED, 


At  the  nicetiiip;  of  the  Corporation  in  January,  1824 J 
iVIr.    Lyman  presented   the  report*  noticing  in  suit- J 
able  terms   the    recent    mnniticent  l)eqnest   of  Johi 
M*Lcan,  Esq.     Dr.    Jackson    mul  M\\  I'^raueis  were] 
appointed  a  Committee  as  to  an  alteration  in  the  tiraej 
of  the  animal  meeting;  and  this  Committee  repoi-tedj 
subsequently  in  favor  of  meeting  ou  the  second  Wed-1 
nesday  of  June,  whicli  report  was  accepted,  so  thafl 
the  Trustees  now  chosen  served  a  year  and  a  half.] 
Edward  Tuekermao  was  elected  Trustee  in  place  of 
William  IL   Prescott.       Feb.    1,    a    letter   from    DrJ 
Coffin  was  received,  resigning  his  office  of  Consulting 
Physician,    and    making    some    observations    on   the 
offices  of  Attending  Physician  and  Surgeon.     Feb.  8J 
Messrs,  Francis  and  Guild  w^erc  appointed  a  Commit-j 
tee  on  the  settlement  of  accounts  by  the  executors  ol 
Mr.  McLean,  as  to  the  amount  charged  for  commis-*j 
sions,  and  the  investment  of  the  trust-fnnd. 

In  the  ninth  volume  of  Pickering  s  Reports,  pa^ 
447,  is  a  report  of  the  suit  brouglit  by  Harvarc 
College  and  the  Hospital,  v-  the  surviving  Trusted 
under  Mr.  M'Lcan's  will  ;  in  which  the  Court  decided 
that  the  Trustees  had  tlie  right  to  select  any  stocks 
they  pleased  for  the  trust-fund.  They  Imd  appro*] 
priated    to   this   object    insurance    stock,    entitled   to] 


♦  No  copy  of  tills  Report  wa*  supposed  to  bo  extant ;  bui  one  has  heeti 
*  lis  covered. 
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large  foreign  claims,  and  niunufarturinsr  stocks,  whirh 
shortly  afterwards  made  large  dividends  for  sale  of 
pafent  righte  and  patterns  and  machinery*  The  two 
Corporations  had  offered  to  pay  six  per  cent  interest 
to  the  widow  (three  thonsand  dollars  a  year)  in  De- 
crmber.  1823;  but  their  proposal  was  declined.  The 
ultimute  value  of  the  trust-property  received  on  the 
decease  of  Mr^.  M'Lean,  in  the  year  1834,  was  thus 
reduced  to  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  each 
of  die  two  Corporations,  while  she  herself  received 
an  income  probably  averaging  twelve  \wv  cent  per 
annum.  It  is  believed  that  every  Trustee  of  the  Hos- 
pital and  every  Corporator  of  the  College  coincided 
in  opinion,  that  this  investment  of  the  trust-funds, 
thoiigh  adjudged  to  be  legal,  was  not  made  in  tlie 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  and  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  rights  of  all  parties. 

Feb.  20,  a  patient  was  dismissed  by  tlie  Visiting 
Committee  "  for  having  introduced  liquor  privately." 
Feb.  24,  Messrs.  Francis  and  Head  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  advise  and  direct  the  Treasurer  in 
rtie  investment  of  sums  of  money  he  m:n  receive. 
April  6,  Messrs.  Francis  and  Russell  were  appointed 
'A  Lbmmittee  on  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts 
with  the  Superintendent.  April  9,  thanks  were 
giveii  to  Gorham  Parsons,  Esq.,  '\for  the  2>resenl  of 
'*w  of  an  tmmmmonhj  fine  hreedr     Her  weight, 
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in  the  Visiting  Committee's  records,  is  stated  at  273 
pounds.  As  this  gift  is  noticed  in  both  records, 
it  evidently  made  a  great  sensation.  May  2,  notice 
was  given  of  a  settlement  of  Gray's  suit  by  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  Hospital  by  consent,  and  a  payment 
of  five  hundred  doHars.  June  6,  a  cold  and  warm 
salt-water  bathing-house  was  ordered  to  be  erected  at 
the  Hospital.  Aug.  15,  Dr.  Henry  Lane  was  elected 
Apothecary,  in  place  of  Dr.  Chauncey,  who  resigned. 
The  Humane  Society  announced  their  intention  of 
giving  enough  annually  to  support  six  free  beds  ; 
which  generous  proposal  was  gratefully  acknowledged 
and  accepted. 

Sept.  26.  the  profits  of  the  exhibition  of .  the 
mummy  are  stated  to  be  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The 
donation-book,  probably  deducting  certain  charges  and 
the  payment  to  the  Dispensary,  makes  the  sura  but 
little  less  than  twelve  hundred  dollars.  Dec.  19, 
Messrs.  Francis,  Parker,  and  Lyman  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting 
an  additional  building  at  the  Asylum.  Dec.  31, 
thirty-two  males  and  twelve  females  in  Hospital: 
total,  forty -four. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Jan.  7, 
1825,  no  change  was  made  in  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  this  year.  Jan.  7,  Committees  were  appointed 
to  procure  portraits  of  Mr.  Oliver  and   Mr.  Touro. 
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portrait  of  Jolin  McLean  wms  hroiight  in  at 
meeting.  It  is  one  of  the  happiest  works  of 
.ft  The  record  says  of  this  painting.  ''  The 
tescmblance  is  striking,  and  tlie  expression  cliarae- 
terisricJ'  Feb.  20,  a  bequest  of  the  hite  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Da^is.  of  nine  hundred  dolhirs,  was  communicated, 
information  that  the  amount  had  heon  jiaid  !>y 
pr  execntor.  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck  ;  and  tlie  Treas- 
was  directed  to  make  suitable  acknowledgments 
&r  the  same*  Aijril  5,  the  subject  of  incurable  jja- 
ents  at  the  Asyhini  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Francis, 
i*re!tcott,  and  May. 
May  1,  Mr.  Francis,  of  the  Visiting  CommitteCj 
ited  the  death  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Fletcher  this  day, 
ler  ail  illness  of  less  than  a  week ;  and  that  Dr. 
ine,  the  resident  medical  officer,  had  been  requested 
I  Tici  pro  tern.  The  CUiairmaii  and  tlie  Visiting  Coni- 
nittee  were  insti'ucted  to  superintend  the  arrange- 
its  for  the  funeral  Mr.  Francis  says  that  Mr, 
letcher  had  always  made  a  very  exemplury  officer, 
iTing  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Trustees. 
»rs,  Swett  and  Prescoti  were  appointed  a  (  oni- 
tlee  to  prepare  the  report,  to  be  presented  at  the 
lUttl    meeting,  June    8    next,  according  to  a   late 

ige  in  the  by-laws. 
At  this  annual  meeting,   Bryant   V.  Tildeu,   Fsq., 
[Captain    Robert    U.    Edes,    Jacol)     Van    Lennep    of 
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Smynia,  Rufus  W}ni;in,  and  Sanniel  Swett,  Esq^; 
were  elected  members.  Hie  three  first  gentlemel 
liud  been  iivstriimental  io  tlie  late  donation  of  till 
mummy.  It  was  also  voted,  '•  Tliiit  the  IIoii.  Williail 
Prescott,  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  Josiah  Qnincy,  Johl 
Lowell,  Charles  Jackson,  Peter  C.  Brooks,  and  I>r 
John  C.  Warren,  be  a  Committee  to  devise  the  moa 
becoming  mode  of  perpettiating  the  memory  of  tl» 
late  John  ^SlvLean,  Esq..  as  a  munificent  henefacto 
of  this  institution  ;  and  that  said  Committee  repor 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Cor])oration,  who^ 
decision  thereon  shall  be  final."  .Mny  29,  1825 
fifteen  a]jplicat!ons  for  tlie  office  of  Superintenden 
were  considered;  and,  on  Jnne  12,  Nathan  linrnej 
tlien  of  Abini^ton,  Mass.,  was  nnanimously  electee 
On  Monday,  June  20,  General  Lafayette,  with  hii 
son  nnd  several  gentlemen,  accompanied  by  his  Es! 
cellency  the  Governor  and  the  Lienteoant-Governoi 
visited  the  Hospital,  They  were  received  by  the  Prei 
ident  of  the  Corporation,  the  Buard  of  Trustees,  aiil 
the  Pliysicians  and  Surgeons,  and  were  conductd 
through  the  several  wards  and  other  parts  of  thi 
huilding.  Tlie  engagements  of  the  General  did  i\0 
permit  hi  in  to  visit  the  Asyhmi  for  the  Insane  ai 
Charlestoun.  July  2,  the  Board  of  Visitors  made 
their  visit  at  tlie  Asylum.  iLr.  Gurney  and  his  wifig 
arrived,  and  commenced  their  duties. 
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July  24,  a  grant  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  made 
to  Dr.  Lane,  for  his  services  as  acting  Superintendent 
mce  the  decease  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  ••  in  which  capacity 
tiis  discreet  and  zealous  perforaiunce  of  the  duties 
ni  ihc  office  have  met  with  the  entire  approbation  of 
tie  Trustees;'  Sept.  28,  plans  were  considered  for  an 
addition  to  the  male  wing  at  the  Asylum,  which,  on 
Sept.  30,  was  ordere<I  to  l>e  built ;  and  Messrs.  Fran- 
cis, Parker,  and  Lyman  were  appointed  a  Building 
Committee  to  carry  said  vote  into  effect.  Oct.  7.  it 
was  voted  that  the  Visiting  Committees  sliould  make 
their  visits  unattended  by  the  superintendents,  apotbe- 
cmes,or  nurses,  probably  in  order  that  patients  might 
more  freely  state  any  causes  of  complaint.  Oct.  ti;], 
Ik,  Lane  resigned  his  office  of  Apothecary,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Reynolds  was  elected.  Au  important  vote 
was  passed,  placing  a  free  be<l  for  one  }ear  at  the 
feposal  of  any  one  who  should  pay  one  hundred 
dolUrs  The  result  has  been  that  more  tlian  sixty 
thousand  dollars  have  been  since  received  for  free 
btds.  Nov.  6,  a  quarterly  analysis  of  the  accounts, 
showing  the  cost  of  stores,  &c.,  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  Board,  Nov.  20,  the  last  instalment  of 
the  tifty  thousand  dollars  stock  in  the  Massachu* 
RelU  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company  was  paid  in. 
I^.  lb,  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  patients  with 
^ypliilis  and  infectious  disorders  was  refened  to  the 
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Visitinjf  Committee  and  General  Lyman.  The  fa 
that  rrrt^in  pf^rsons  were  in  the  habit  of  risiting  ti 
nr>spttal  on  Stinrlays,  and  having  relieioiis  worship  b 
tho  wards,  often  prodncing  an  unfarorable  excitemeiil 
in  the  patieiit.s,  was  communicated  to  the  Board;  and 
tho  Hnbjpct  was  referred  to  the  Chairman  and  Mr. 
PiTH(!()tt,  who,  by  a  written  report  at  the  next  meet- 
in<^,  jint  an  rnd  to  tlio  practice  alluded  to.  Dec.  30, 
tw(»Tity-cif?ht  males  and  eighteen  females  in  Hos- 
pital. 

On  Jan.  12,  182(5,  a  Committee  (by  Mr.  Fran- 
v'\H,  \\\r  Chairinau)  reported  in  favor  of  receiving 
actual  possession  now  of  Thomas  Oliver's  property 
(i?2MJlS.10),  and  ajj;rooing  to  pay  his  widow  thirteen 
huudnul  dollars  a  year  during  her  life;  which  report 
wan  arrt^ptrd.  Jan.  22,  nineteen  annual  subscribers 
\\\\  iVro  luuls  had  boon  obtained.  Feb.  5,  a  letter 
Immu  Josoph  I  load.  Son.  and  Jun.,  executors  of  Mr. 
ObxoiM  wdK  was  roooivod  and  read,  relinquishing 
iwoho  bundiod  dollai^.  the  amount  of  their  commis- 
^io^H  .  and  tho  thanks  ot'  iho  Uoard  were  presented 
Us\  \\\\*  ^lonatuMt  Vn  o\tra  gnuit  was  made  to  Ur 
NN  \\\\\\\  ot  m,^  b\u>.;nM  dolurs  for  his  services  anc 
ind  \\\  \>){M^  i.^  \\\c  wcw  building  at  the  Asylum 
\  \\\  r^  \v  Pi  .K>lv.;  U.  Krov\:i>  n^ignation  wa 
\^»vd  \l  OS  :\  i  \  v:  .  "  i\wkofs  bequest  of  on 
H^^Ndd^^Vu^^^  XX NX  anv;v^n;  ,.;w  acknowledged;  an 
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Dr.  George  Hayward  was  chosen  Assistant  Surgeon, 
Dr,  Hayward,  after  serving  as  a  surgeon  of  the  insti- 
tiitiott  for  twenty-five  years,  resigned  in  1851  ;  and  his 
bbors  were  so  highly  appreciated,  that  the  Trustees, 
by  a  special  vote,  requested  him  to  withdraw  his 
resignation,  and,  on  his  final  retirement,  passed  a 
bighly  complimentary  vote,  to  which  all  the  Board 
felt  that  he  was  fully  entitled* 

On  April  7,  a  free  bed  for  life  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Mrs.  Ann  M*Lean,  widow  of  John  M'Lean, 
r£iq«  April  11,  four  incurable  patients  were  removed 
from  the  Asylum,  to  make  room  for  curable  cases. 
May  21,  Messrs,  Head,  Francis,  and  Prescott  were 
ippointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report ; 
aod  it  was  ordered  that  the  rate  of  board,  once  fixed 
bf  the  Visiting  Committee,  should  not  be  altered, 
except  by  vote  of  the  Trustees,  —  a  nde  still  acted  on. 
May  21,  the  Committee  on  Mr.  Eliot's  portrait  re- 
ported that  it  was  painted  by  Mr.  Stuart,  and  had 
H  lieen  placed  at  the  Asylum.  June  4,  1826,  Mi\ 
■Goodwin  resigned  as  Steward  of  the  Asylum.  As  will 
mbe  hereafter  8ceu,  he  subsequently  died  holding  the 
office  of  Superintendeut  of  the  Hospital,  June  12, 
Hie  Committee  appoiuted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
^■orpoffEttan,  to  take  into  consideration  the  best  mode 
of  [lerpeiuataig  the  memory  of  John  M'Lean,  recom- 
mended  that  the  Asylum  be  hereafter  known  as  "  The 
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McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane ; "  which  report  wal 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  CorponM 
tion.  The  report  itself  is  copied  on  the  records  of  the 
Corporation,  It  closes  as  folloirs :  ••  Your  Committee 
have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  information  of  one 
of  their  nninber,  that  the  proposed  arrangement  will 
be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  the  testator 
and  benefactor,*' 

At  the  annual  meetin«j^  in  June,  1826,  considerable 
changes  were  made  in  the  Board  of  Trustees.    Messrs* 
William  Sturgia  and  Edward  H,  Ilobbins,  jun*,  were 
elected  by  the  Corporation,  and  George  licknor  by 
the  Board  of  Visitors,  in  the  place  of  Messi^s*  Lyman, 
Prescott,  and  Daniel  V.  Parker,  who  had  retii*ed,  aad 
to  whom  the  thanks  of  tiie  Corporation  were  voted 
for  their  faithful  services.    Mr.  Parker  has  lately  died, 
lie  was  one  of  the  early  liberal  benefactors  of  tt^ 
Hospital,  having  subscribed  five  hundred  dollars  to  its 
funds.     Mr.  Lyman  subsequently  held  the  office  of 
Vice-President,  and  at  his  death  left  a  name  indisso- 
lubly  connected  with  the  ptibhc  charitable  institution^ 
of  Massachusetts^  one  of  the  most  important  of  which 
he  had  founded.     His  memory,  as  that  of  one  of  th^ 
purest    and    wisest   of   philanthropists,  will   be  heldj 
sacred  through  all  coming  generatious. 

At   a  Trustees'  meeting,  July  23,  and  five  or  si: 
subsequent  ones,  various    sums   were   placed  at   thi 
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^disposal  of  Mr.  Francis,  as  Chairman  of  the  Buildiug 
ammittee.     Oct.  6,  John  Welles,  Esq.,  offered  trees 

Ind  shrubs  from  his  place  at  Dorchester,  for  the  use 
the  Hospital ;  also  the  loan  of  his  teams,  plnu*^li, 

Find  driver,  to  put  the  grounds  in  order,     Oct,  10,  Mr, 

lEUofs  portrait  was  removed  from  the  Asylum  to  the 
Hospital.  Oct.  "26,  Mr.  Phineas  M.  Crane  was  elected 
Apothecary,  iu  place  of  Dr.  Reynolds,  resigned.   Nov, 

1 5th,  Colonel  Josepli  May  having  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, "voted  that  this  Board  is  desirous  of  expressing 
its  regret  that  Colonel  May,  after  twelve  years  of 
faithful  and  important  services  as  a  Trustee,  and  after 
having  been  many  years  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
Board,  has  found  it  necessary,  from  circumstances 
connected  with   his  other  duties,  to  resign  his  place  ; 

r«nd  they  pray  him  on  this  occasion  to  accept  the 
issiirance  of  their  respectful  regard."  Nov.  29, 
thanks  were  given  to   Hon,  John  Welles  and  lion, 

^  Jonathan   Hunnewell,  for  a  large  number  of  young 

[trees  and  ornamental  shrubs. 

Dec*  3,  Joseph  Head  was  elected  Chairman  ;  and 
Amos  Lrawrence,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  Trustee  in  place 
rf  Colonel  May,  Dec,  29,  forty  males  and  sixteen 
femles  in  HosjntaL  Jan.  !),  1827,  erysipelatous  in- 
luntnatinn  having  appeared  at  Hospital,  the  expedi- 
^y  of  removing  all  the  patients  was  discussed  ;  and 
Mf^m-s-  Tuckerman,  Sturgis,  Phillips,  and  tiuild  were 
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appointed    a  Committee    on    the  subject      Jan 
Mr.  Francis,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Coraniii 
reported   $28,888.07    as    expended    at    the    Asylui 
to  Jan.  10*     The  Committee  reported  that  thev 
decided,  after  conference  with  the  Physician  and  Si 
geon,    to  make  a  temporary  removal  of  all  patieotf 
from  the  Hospital  (as  far  as  practicable),  with  a  view 
to  a  ''  thorough  purification  by  fumigation  or  other- 
wise ;  "  and  that  the  Rev,   Di\  James  Freeman  has 
ver\'  liberally  and  readily  offered  his  dwelling-bouse 
in  Vine  Street,  near  the  Hospital,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  patients,     Jan*  21,  twelve  patients  were 
reported  as  removed    to    l)r.  Freeman's  house,  and 
twenty-one  discharged.     The  Canal  Bridge  asked  for 
a  copy  of  their  letter  as  to  the  immunity,  granted  to 
the  officers  of  this  Corporation  in  1819,  from  pajiug 
toll  ;    and  it  was   sent.     Jan.  28,  the  Hospital  was 
reported  to  be  entirely  clear  of  patients,  and  "^  cleanfi- 
ing,  fumigation,  and  alteration  of  fire-places,  &c,itt 
progress,"     Feb.  4,  the  patients  from  Dr.  Freeman  a 
house  were  received  back  into  the  Hospital.     March 
25,  Dr.  Bobbins  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  retmH 
to  Dn  Freeman  the  key  of  his  house,  with  thanks- 
April  22,  the  house  devised  by  Beza  Tucker,  in  Boji^ 
ston  Phice,  was  sold  to  Matthew  M.  Hunt,  Esq.,  fof 
$5,350  at  auction.     May  20,  Messrs.  Head,  Ticknort 
and  the  Secretary,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  pre- 
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the  annual  report.  June  29,  males  twenty-six, 
les  eighteen  :  total,  forty-two  in  the  Hospital. 
lis  third  period  of  five  years  was  a  very  impor- 
It  one.  The  great  event  of  the  M'Lean  donation 
red  to  relieve  the  institution  from  embarrassments, 
insured  its  success.  The  contingency  had  now 
red,  which  was  contemplated  in  the  charter,  of  a 
bnation  greater  than  that  of  the  Commonwealth.  It 
the  feeling  of  Mrs.  McLean,  and  also,  at  first,  of 
lers  of  the  testator's  connections,  that  the  corporate 
oe  should  be  changed-  There  w^as  an  earnest 
sire  to  do  all  that  could  or  ought  to  be  done  to 
(press  the  high  sense  enter tained  of  this  act  of  numif- 
BDCe.  The  decision  finally  made  was,  it  is  believed, 
like  expedient  for  the  Hospital,  and  just  to  the 
deceased.  His  name  was  given  to  one  of  the  two 
great  departments  of  the  institution,  on  which  a  very 
large  sum  was  forthwith  expended  for  the  erection  of 
additional  buildings,  and  where  many  expensive  im- 
provements have  since  been  made,  so  that  the  actual 
cost  of  the  establishment  which  bears  his  name  is 
more  than  double  the  amount  realized  from  his  whole 
l>equest.  On  the  other  hand,  the  corporate  name 
remaiQing  unchanged,  many  sons  and  daughters  of 
Massachusetts  have  since  contributed  to  it  as  a  State 
institution,  what  perhaps  they  would  have  hesitated 
to  bestow,  if  it  had  borne  the  name  of  a  private 
founder. 


TO  STATE    OF    INSTITUTION. 

None  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  institution  prior 
to  1826  have  been  preserved.  This  report  is  on  one 
printed  sheet.  It  states  that  forty-three  free  beds  had 
been  kept  at  the  Hospital  during  the  preceding  year;l 
that  thirty-one  males  and  twenty-six  females  were< 
then  in  the  Asylum  under  treatment.  It  estimates 
the  value  of  the  invested  property  of  the  Hospital  at 
$96,694,06  ;  and  its  annual  expenses,  for  Hospital^ 
$i),y4i.l0,  and  for  Asylum,  ^5,390.62:  total  ex- 
penses, 115,332.72.  Total  income,  deducting  Mrs.. 
Oliver's  annuity.  |6,336.18.  It  mentions  Mr  McLean'* 
donation,  and  alludes  to  the  measures  in  progress  in 
relation  to  a  suitable  testimonial  of  the  gratitude  of  the 
institutiom  It  states  that  the  fifty  thousand  dollni-s 
invested  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance 
Company  had  not  yet  begun  to  yield  any  income. 
No  printed  copy  of  the  annual  report  prepared  in 
1827  has  been  preserved.  Within  this  period  of  five 
years,  a  new  west  wing  had  been  erected  at  the 
Hospital,  completing  that  building  as  it  stood  down 
to  1844.  A  large  and  expensive  addition  vvas  in 
progress  at  the  Asylum  to  complete  the  buildings 
for  male  patients  as  they  now  are.  The  debts  of^ 
the  institution  were  all  paid,  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars had  been  invested  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital 
Life  Insurance  Company  ;  and  the  highly  important 
arrangement  before  alluded  to  had  been  made  with 
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tbnt  CompanT.     Mn  FranoB  wms  Chainiiaii  of  die 

Committee  of  the  Hospital  for  effecting  thb  nmsi^ 

menL    He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Coanltoe  of 

Life  lasurance  CompainF,  as  well  as  its  lai^gest 

prirafe  stockholder  ;  a  drcomstanoe  whick,  of  eoaae 

[pre  additional  weight  to  bis  optnicRis  and  adiicr. 

[Dt,  Bowditch.    the  Actuanr  of  that  CompaxiT.  had 

lira) 8  felt  an  interest  in  the  Hospital,  haring 

[a  zealous  and  efficient   member  of   the 

far  collecting  subscriptions  in  its  behalf  in  tlie 

Salem,     Both  ^ese  gentlemen  betiered  thai  the 

interests  of  the  Insurance  Companj  mdoed  a 

arrangement  with  the  Hospital  higfahr  expe- 

idieotf  eren  if  newed  merely  as  a  matter  of 

[They  felt  convinced  that    the    good-wfll 

)chemhed    toward    the    Hospital    wonld^   in 

times^  tend  to  protect  the  Insonance  Compaiqr 

I  that  jealousy  to  which  large  moneyed  iniiiiiiiions  aie 

naturdUy  exposed.     It  should  ever  be  remembcfed, 

.thea^  that  to  the   sagacit}\  inteUigence,  and   librfd 

[views  of  the  Committees  of  the  Hospital  and  of  the 

Life  Insurance  Company,  on  this  occasion,  oar  insti- 

^  tttttoQ  is  nearly^  if  not  quite,  as  mnch  indebled  as  it 

is  to  the  noble  munificence  of  John  McLean. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

June,  1B27,  through  1832, 

BiQDKST  or  WtLUAM  PHILUPS*—  VARIOLOID  IT   HOSPITAL, —DOMEfTIC 

CovrKK. —  DoKATioif  Book. — Kkw  BcjLuisrti  at  Astlck*— Fuu 
AT  HoiPiTAU  —  AtJt>iToR  or  Accoikts.  —  Silveu  SSpoons,  —  Edls 
Esicm  FiiAifCi»,  CiiAiRMAK.  —  Mil.  Jov's  Brick-kilx, —  Death  ta 
Miift-  GimwEY.  —  WtiJiirNO  AT  Hospital.  —  Death  of  Gexelral  Com. 

—  Dh.      G^OHOB      HAYWJhHD      CHOSEN     JL'NIOR     ScBGSOIf.  —  COLOIBS 

FATifriNT.  —  Plakk  Sidewalk.  —  Bequest  of  Jeeemiah  Bslknap.— 

Donation-  of  Joskph  Lee. -- Lvjng-in  Hospital.  ^Edwahd  TrcKE»' 

MAS,    CllAlttMAN.  —  DOXATJONB    OF     JoHN     P.     CCBIIING      AND    JoilS    C, 

Grat.— BHgutdT  i>F  IsAiAif  Thomas.  —  Cholera  PATituiTa,— Di. 
Wymax'h  Illness  and  Two  Uesignationb,  —  Dr.  Walkeu^s  Swi* 
vii;i';«. —  MuKiFiCENT  Bequest  of  Miss  Mart  Bei.rn'ap,  0»e  HtW- 
i*ia:i*  Tjioi;9AND  Dollars.  —  Services  of  Joseph  Hkad. —  PobtraJT 
OF  Mr.  Bt:LKNAP:  how  painteo,  —  BtguEST  of  Miss  Marcarkt 
TicKFR.*»A    Paisiteii    LkTTER,  —  Belknaf    Ward.  —  PaosPEROCt 

COKDITION  OF   THE   InSTITCTIOH. 

A I  the  luiniuil  meeting,  June  Kl,  1827,  Hon,  Na- 
thnniel  Bowditch  and  Henry  Codnian,  Esq.,  were 
elected  members  of  the  Corporation ;  and  Patrick  T, 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Codman  were  elected  Trustees,  in 
place  of  Messrs.  Swett  and  Sturgis,  who  declined  elec- 
tion, and  were  thanked  for  their  services,  Amos 
Lawrence,  Esq*,  who  had  been  chosen  by  the  Trus- 
tees to  supply  tlie  vacancy  at  the  resignation  of 
Colonel  May,  was  now  elected  by  the  Corporation. 
The  officers  at  this  period  were  Hon,  Thomas  H,  Per- 
kins, President;  Hon.  John  Lowell,  Vice-President ; 
Hon*  Nathaniel  P.  Russell,  Treasurer  ;  Nathaniel  I. 
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Bowditcb,  Secretary ;  Joseph  Head,  Chairman  ;  Ebe- 

nezer  Francis,  Edward  Tuckerraan,  Benjamin  Guild, 

Kiiward  H.  Kobbins,  jun.,  Amos  Lawrence,  Patrick 

[T.  Jackson,  and  Henry  Codman,  Trustees,  chosen  by 

[the  Corporation  ;  Gardiner  Greene^  Joseph  Coolidge, 

[/onathau    Phillips,    and   George  Ticknor,   Trustees, 

by  the  Board  of  Visitors.     The  Consulting 

Eysicians,  elected  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trus- 

July    1,   were   Drs.    Thomas   Welsh,  William 

ooner,  John  Gorham,  John  Dixwcll,   George  C. 

^altnck^  and  Jacob  Bigelow,  of  Boston  ;  and  Drs. 

lam  R.  Thompson  and  William  J,  Walker,  of 

lestown.     On  July  3,  the  annual  \isitation  was 

nade  by  the  Board  of  Visitors.     Two  hundred  copies 

only  of  the  annual  report  being  printed,  it  is  not  now 

MCtant     Of  one   hiter   report,  four  thousand  copies 

.were    printed:    fifteen   hundred   is    now   the   usual 

imber.     Aug.  20,  the  Massachusetts  Humane  So- 

were  thanked  for  a  i^enewal  of   theu'  annual 

ipliou  for  free   beds  dming  a  further  term  of 

years. 

* 

SepL  2,  a  letter  from  Jonathan  Phillips^  Esq.,  was 
^teceiTed,   communicating   a   bequest    from   his    late 
Tt  William  Phillips,  of  five  thousand  dollars,  as 
'  1  fiind,  the  income  ''  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  of 
Ac  lick  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston  ;  '*  and  this  dona- 

,  two  was  gratefully  accepted  ''  as  a  new  instance  of 
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82  RATES  OF  BOAHD  AT  ASYLUM. 

the  testator's  munificence  towards  this  institution," 
At  the  next  meeting,  the  amount,  having  been  re- 
ceived, was  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the  Massachusetts 
Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company  during  the  life  of 
the  Secretary.  The  portrait  of  Mr,  Phillips  was  at 
this  meeting  loaned  to  the  Trustees  of  Phillips  Acad- 
emy. A  vote  was  also  passed,  which  is  still  acted 
upon,  that  all  moneys  received  from  patients  by  the 
Superintendent  shall  be  placed  at  once  to  their  credit 
on  the  books  of  the  Hospital,  On  Sept,  12,  the 
Treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company  twenty-five 
tliousand  dolhii-s,  on  pledge  of  the  shares  in  that 
Company.  Oct.  5,  Dr.  John  B.  S,  Jackson  waa 
elected  Apothecary  at  the  Hospital.  Oct.  9,  Henry 
Pierce,  of  Salem,  was  elected  Steward  of  the  Asylum, 
in  place  of  G.  W.  Folsom,  the  late  Steward,  deceased. 
Dec.  16,  the  Board  expressed  to  the  late  Apothecary, 
Dr.  Crane,  their  sense  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  he  had  performed  his  duties*  The  Visiting 
Committee,  appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  reported  on 
the  subject  of  rates  of  board  at  the  Asylum^  that  they 
should  never  be  less  than  three  dollars  nor  more  than 
twelve  dollars  per  week.  By  special  vote,  subse- 
quently, some  have  paid  at  rates  as  low  as  two 
dollars,  and  as  high  as  twenty  dollars  per  week.  A 
ciicular  was  directed  to  be  prepared,  soliciting  free- 
bed  subscriptions  at  the  Hospital. 


TARTOLOID. 
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At  a  special  meeting,  Dec.  29,  Drs.  Jackson  and 
Warren  attended,  and  announced  a  case  of  varioloid 
ED  the  Hospital  (Dr,  Crane,  the  late  Apothecary), 
and  the  measures  which  they  had  taken  to  prevent 
infection,  such  as  removal  of  the  patient,  vaccination, 
ftc,;  and  they  were  requested  to  publish  a  newspaper 
itetement,  "  that  no  unnecessary  degree  of  alarm  may 
be  excited  in  the  public  mind."  Owing  to  the  judi- 
cious measures  adopted,  no  other  case  occurred. 
Jan,  11,  18'28,  the  Superintendent  was  du-ected  not  to 
buy  any  more  "  domestic  coffee."  The  nature  of  this 
'•villanous  compoimd-'  is  not  stated  on  the  records; 
but  it  was  probably  a  preparation  of  rye.  Mrs,  John 
C.  Warren  was  thanked  for  ''  her  friendly  present 
of  twenty-one  volumes ''  to  the  Hospital  Library. 
Jan,  27,  forty  free  beds  were  established.  There  are 
now  eighty- 

On  March  9,  Colonel  May  was  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  list  of  all  donations  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  and  one  hundred  dollars  was 
appropriated  to  that  object.  This  vote  is  the  origin 
of  the  **  Donation-book,''  decidedly  the  most  irapoitant 
of  all  the  records  of  the  institution.  It  was  completed 
down  to  this  date  in  a  beautifully  neat  style  of  pen- 
niaaship,  and  has  been  since  continued  to  the  present 
time  in  an  equally  satisfactory  manner  by  Henry  B. 
Rogei-s,  Esq.     Thomas  B.  Wales,  Esq.,  was  thanked 


84 


IMPBOTEMENTS   AT   ASTLDU. 


I 


for  his  donation  of  $825  for  the  purchase  of  a  fr 
bed  for  life,     March  23,  Mr.  Francis,  from  the  Build- 1 
ing   Committee,   reported   that   the    whole   expenses 
since  May,   1826,  at   Asylum,  were  $64,166.57;  of] 
which  fiftj'-eight  thousand  doUars  had  been  paid  by 
the  Treasurer  on  orders  of  the  Committee  ;  —  that  the  | 
lodge  (a  separate  brick  building  for  \iolent  patients) ! 
was  now  finished  and  occupied ;  the  large   buildingl 
nearly  finished,  and  in  part  occupied,  &c*     April   11,| 
1B28,  Dr.  Wyman  was  authorized  to  procure  a  car-^ 
riage  and  a  pair  of  horses,  to  be  used  at  the  M*Lea 
Asylum    for   the   Insane,   for  the  purpose  of  giving! 
air  and  exercise  to  the  boarders.     A  grant    of  one 
hundred  dollars  was   made  to   Mr,   and  Mrs.  Giur- 
ney,  "  for  their  kind^  assiduous,  and  faithful  services^ 
as  Superintendent    and    Matron    of    the    Hospital" J 
On   April  27^  Mr.  Greenough  applying  to  buy  thej 
reversionary  interest  of  the  Corporation  in  the  Prov-«^ 
ince   House   Estate,   Messrs.   Francis  and  Lawrence 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  ascertain   its  value,^ 
The  Hospital  declined  making  the  proposed  sale. 

May  11,  Messrs,  Guild,  Jackson,  and  Robbins  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report 
June  8,  the  mansion-house  at  the  Asvlum  was  ordered 
to  be  repaired,  though  it  must  be  "  at  considerable 
expense/*  The  annual  report  is  signed  by  Jos 
Head,  Chairman  of  the   Trustees.     It  occupies 
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two  and  a  half  octaTO  pages.  It  states  the  whole 
number  of  free  patients  discharged  for  the  year  ending 
April  1,  1828,  to  be  218.  Appended  to  the  report 
ape  tables,  showing  donations  during  the  year:  from  a 
black  woman,  50  cents  ;  Samuel  T.  Armstrongs  $100  ; 
Thomas  B.  Wales,  f  825 ;  thirty-three  free  beds, 
$3,320;  life-free  beds  of  Jeremiah  Belknap,  f654» 
and  Peter  C.  Brooks,  $810 ;  dividend  of  Massachu- 
setts Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company,  $3,500,  &c.  ; 
nuking  in  all,  f  14,473.64.  The  invested  property  of 
the  Hospital  was  stated  at  $38,900.  June  6,  there 
were  thirty-one  males  and  twenty-eight  females  in  the 
Hospital. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  June  11,  1828,  William  H. 
Gardiner  was  chosen  a  Trustee  in  place  of  P.  T.  Jack- 
soD,£sq.,  who  declined  a  re-election,  and  was  thanked 
for  his  services.  All  the  medical  and  surgical  officers, 
&€,,  of  the  last  year,  were  re-elected.  July  3,  the 
Board  of  Visitors  visited.  **  His  Excellency  (Levi 
Lincoln)  was  pleased  to  express  great  satisfaction  at 
the  result  of  his  visit/'  July  8,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  henceforth  to  audit  the  accounts  of  both 
branches  of  the  institution,  with  a  salary  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  additional  for  that  duty.  This  vote  is 
still  acted  on,  and  has  relieved  the  Trustees  of  a  duty 
which  had  been  gradually  becomiug  very  irksome 
and    laborious.     July    11,   1828,  the    cylindrical   tin 
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case,  containing  the  title-deeds,  &c,,  was  deposited 
the  safe  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insura 
Company.  [In  March,  184-1:,  it  was  again  rcstoi 
to  the  Treasarer's  custody,]  July  11,  the  Actii 
Physician  and  Surgeon  were  requested  to  nomini 
assistants  ;  "  the  Trustees  deeming  it  desirable  t: 
occasional  changes  should  be  made  in  those  noi 
nated,  when  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the  ini 
tution."  On  Aug.  3.  the  number  of  assistants 
restricted  not  to  exceed  three  for  each.  Dr.  Wall 
Clmnning  was  Dominated  and  appointed  Assisi 
Physician  ;  and  Drs,  Edward  Keynolds  and  Geo] 
W.  Otis,  Assistant  Surgeons.  The  Board  deolind 
*'  though  with  sincere  regret,"  loaning  the  portraits  of 
their  donors  for  an  exhibition  of  ^*  Stuart's  Pictures/ 
Sept.  7,  the  Apothecary  was  ordered  to  be  styled  the 
House  Physician  ;  and  Dn  Augustus  A,  Gould  was 
appointed  for  one  year  from  Sept.  L 

Henry  Codman^  Esq.,  the  late  Secretary,  having 
relinquished  his  salary  for  several  years,  was  thanked 
for  this  donation ;  the  Trustees  acknowledging  "  the 
uniformly  zealous  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  official 
duties^  of  which  the  records  of  this  Board  throughout 
afford  such  ample  testimony/'  Oct,  26,  the  Treasurer 
was  authorized  to  borrow  ten  thousand  dollars  more.  ] 
Mr,  Francis  and  the  Visiting  Committee  were  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  rules  and  regulations  for   the 
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Asylnm.    On  Nov.  11,  they  made  a  report,  abolishing 

tb<»  office   of  Steward,  and  substituting  a  Clerk  and 

Supervisor,  with  prescribed  duties,   with  salaries  of 

hundred  and  four  hundred  dollars,     Nov.  23, 

r,  Oliver  B.  Bond  was  chosen  Supervisor.     Dec.  7, 

William  Spooner  resigned  as  one  of  the  Consult- 

Physicians,  and  was  thanked  for  his  services. 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  14,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trus- 

was  held ;  present,  the  whole  Board,  except  Dn 

ohbins.    confined    by  illness.      The   record   reads : 

**  The  present  meeting  was  in  consequence  of  a  fire 

ihich  broke  out  in  the  eastern  wing  of  the  Hospital, 

a»t  before  the  morning  service,  and  which,  though  at 

first  threatening  the  destruction  of  the  building,  was 

appily   subdued,  after  causing  some  injury  to   the 

of  and  upper  apartments."    Messrs,  Coolidge,  Fran- 

pBiEnd  Ticknor  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  inves- 

Ite  the  cause  of  the  fire,  and  to  make  all  repairs. 

Totes  were  passed,  thanking  the  fire-department  of 

and  the  neighboring  towns,  which  were  ordered 

to  be  published,  with  a  notice,  '^  tliat  the  damage  sus- 

|tained  by  the  building  is  not  so  great  as  to  interrupt 

be  reception  of  patients  as  usual/*     Thanks  were 

also  presented  to  individuals  who  had  kindly  ofi'ered 

[the  use  of  their  houses,  should  the  removal  of  the 

I  patients  have  become  necessary.  The  Board  expressed 

flheir  sense  of  the  zeal  "  manifested  by  the  citizens 
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generally  on  this  occasion,  and  particularly  by  those 
who  assisted  in  restoring  the  house  to  order,  after 
the  fire  was  extinguished."  Hon.  Josiah  Qoincy,  the 
Mayor,  attended  at  the  meeting, ''  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  J  on  behalf  of  the  city,  any  aid  which  might 
be  required,"  Nathan  Guruey,  Esq.^  the  Superin- 
tendent, was  publicly  thanked  by  the  Board  *'  for  his 
care  and  attention  to  the  patients,  and  generally  for 
his  considemte  and  judicious  arrangements  adopted 
on  this  occasion,"  It  appears  that  ten  convalescent 
patients  were  discharged,  and  all  those  in  the  east 
wards  removed  to  the  other  part  of  the  house,  but 
without  any  great  '*  suffering,  either  from  the  alarm 
or  the  removal/* 

A  few  weeks  after  this  event,  a  patient,  the  nature 
of  whose  disorder  required  that  he  should  be  sepa- 
rated as  far  as  possible  from  others  in  the  house, 
was  placed  in  the  most  remote  apartment  in  the 
range  of  one-story  wooden  out- buildings,  which  then 
extended  from  the  north  side  of  the  Hospital  to  Allen 
Street.  It  was  an  intensely  cold  night,  and  a  large  fire 
was  made  in  the  stove  in  his  apartment,  the  funnel 
from  which  came  out  through  the  north  side  of  the 
room  into  the  open  air,  A  watchman,  going  his 
rounds,  had  his  attention  attracted  to  a  blaze,  three 
or  four  feet  in  height,  just  kindled  around  this  aper- 
ture, and  extinguished  it  without  any  general  alarm  ; 
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aaie  into    the    ward    in    an    agitated    manner, 
[neotioned  something  to  him  in  an  nnder  tone. 


tie  slumbers  even  of  the  patient  not  being  disturbed. 
A  few  days  afterwards,  as  one  of  the  medical  officers 
making  a  visit,  attended  by  his  students,  a  smell 
nf  smoke    became    perceptible  ;     and    an    attendant 

antl 

He 

led  round  in  a  smiling  manner  to  the  students, 

id  said,    "  Young   gentlemen,   nothifig    unusual  is 

\i  matter ;  I  am  merely  informed  that  the  house  is 

fire/'      The  beginnings  of  a  fire  from  some  com- 

stibles   in    the    cellar  were    speedily   extinguished 

fith  no   damage.     Since   these   remarkable    coiuci- 

ices.  we   have  enjoyed   an   entire  immunity  from 

Dv  dangerous  accidents  of  this  sort. 

Dec.  21,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to   borrow 

seren  thousand  dollars  more.     Mr.  Francis  presented 

a  report  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire.     The  Committee 

.'*  found  on  the  north  side  of  the  chimney,  between 

ceiling  of  the  upper  story  and  the  floor  of  the 

lan^t^  a  piece  of  timber  and  plank  introduced  into 

he  chimney/*  which  probably  caught  fire  from  the 

diiraney   having    been    burnt  out   that    morning ;  — 

**lbat  two  years  ago  an  altenvtion  was   made,  and  a 

ue  heretofore   used   for  ventilation  was    converted 

Ito  a  smoke  flue  by  a  person  not  acquainted  with  the 

Priginal  plan,  and  who  had  no   knowledge  that  any 

►ood  was  connected  with  the  flue ; ''   that  no  blame 

12 
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was  attachable  to  the  Soperintendent,  or  those  und 
bis  direction,  for  burning  out  the  chimneys :  that  tb 
day  was  favorable^  and  the  hoar  proper:  that  th 
repairs  hud  been  nearly  completed,  and  at  much  lej 
expense  than  was  expected.  It  did  not  exceed  si 
hnndred  dollars.  Dec.  26,  there  were  twenty-thr© 
males  and  fifteen  females  in  the  Hospital :  totaj 
thirty-eight, 

Jan.  22.  1829,  an  appeal  was  ordered  to  be  tak 
from  the  probate-decree  in  the  niatter  of  Mr.  McLean' 
trust-fund.  Feb.  3,  James  S.  Russell,  of  Dracut,  w 
chosen  clerk  at  the  Asylum.  Feb.  12,  an  additiona 
House  Physician  was  ordered  to  be  appointed :  a 
the  Superintendent  was  ordered  to  purchase  **  a  sui 
able  number  of  silver  spoons  for  use  at  the  Hospital 
instead  of  the  present  pewter  ones."  Feb.  16,  W 
lard  Parker  was  elected  House  Physician. 

On  March  8,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Gurney  yesterda; 
after  a  short  illness,  was  announced  ;  and  a  vote  w 
passed,  expressing  the  sense  entertained  by  the  Boad 
of  her  ''  kind  and  careful  services/'  and  assuring  Mi 
Gurney  of  their  sympathy ''  for  his  personal  loss,' am 
granting  him  leave  of  absence.  March  22,  Mr.  Gu| 
ney  becoming  seriously  ill,  Dr.  Gould  was  requestei 
to  act  as  Superintendent  pro  tern.  April  7,  Dr.  Rey 
nolds  resigned  his  office  of  Assistant  Surgeon,  Ap; 
10,  Mr.  Coolidge  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  caua 
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ids  to  be  restored  to  as  good  order  as  before 

Ithe  late  fire.     April  26',  Messrs.  Codman,  Francis, 

aad  LauTence  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  pre- 

ptre  the  annual  report.     This  report  is  about  four 

ptg^es  long.     It  presents  an  interesting  view  of  what 

had  been  accomplished  to  that  date.     Total  receipts 

of  the  year,  18,213.31.   Cost  of  Hospital,  $130,640.31 ; 

a  Asyhim,   |1S7.326.70.     May  24,  the   Treasurer 

wiwi   authorized    to    borrow    three   thousand   dollars 

niOTe*     June  7,  Dr.  Hayward  was  requested  to  sup- 

My  Dr,  Warren  s  place  during  a  temporary  absence ; 

be  Board  taking  occjxsion  '*  to  express  to  Dn  Warren 

?ir  high  sense  of  the  value  of  his   services,  and 

ir  belief  that  this  interval  of  relaxation  will  enable 

soon  to  resume  his  arduous  duties  with  improved 

Ithr 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  June  10, 
\^i9.  Colonel  Perkins,  having  declined  a  re-election, 
thanked  for  ''  his  faithful  services  in  the  office  of 
ident  for  five  years  last  past,  and  for  the  interest 
Wch  he  has  uniformly  manifested  in  the  concerns  of 
inslitutiou."  Francis  C.  Gray,  Esq.,  was  elected 
Trustee  in  place  of  Joseph  Head,  Esq.,  who  also 
I'dedined  a  re-election*  and  was  thanked  "  for  his  long, 
[mdout.  and  faithful  services."  Hon.  John  Lowell 
»a»  then  elected  President ;  and  Gardiner  Greene, 
►Biq,,  Vice-President.     July  7,  Ebenezer  Francis  was 
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92  MR.  joy's  brick-kiln. 

elected  Chairman  of  the  Trustees.  All  the  medical 
and  surgical  appointments,  &c.,were  the  same  as  last 
year,  except  that  Dr.  John  Randall  was  elected  a  Con- 
sulting Physician  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Spooner,  who 
had  resigned. 

Joseph  Sweetscr,  a  lessee  of  Benjamin  Joy,  Esq., 
having  erected  a  brick-kiln  in  and  over  the  fifty-foot 
way  adjoining  the  north  side  of  the  land  in  Charles- 
town,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  this  institution,  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  request  Mr.  Joy  to  remove 
the  same.  C'Ounsel  was  employed,  and  a  hearing  had 
before  Chief  Justice  Parker  at  his  chambers,  July  20, 
on  an  application  for  a  writ  of  injunction.  The  result 
was,  that  the  burning  of  the  kiln  was  permitted ;  Mr. 
Joy  executing  a  bond  in  penalty  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, that  no  similar  trespass  should  again  be  allowed, 
and  conditioned  to  remove  all  obstructions,  &c.,  in 
sixty  days. 

On  Aug.  9,  1829,  the  same  Clerk  and  Supervisor 
were  re-elected.  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Francis  Dana,  jun., 
was  elected  a  House  Physician  of  the  Hospital  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Aug.  28,  the  Board  of  Visitors,  his 
Excellencv  Governor  lincoln.  &c.,  visited.  His  Ex- 
cellcncy  again  "  expressed  his  sense  of  the  order  and 
neatness,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  comfort,  conve- 
nience, and  safety  of  the  patients,  which  were  every- 
where visible."     Sept.  27,  Drs.  Walter  Channing  and 
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John  Ware  were  appointed  Assistant  Pliysicians,  on 
Domination  of  Dr.  James  Jackson  ;  and  Mr,  Lucius 
\\\\  Canl,  a  House  Physician,  on  nomination  of 
|Dr»  Warren.  ^Ir.  Ticknor  and  the  Secretary  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  rules  and 
ulatious.  Messrs.  Francis,  Gray,  Lawrence,  Tick- 
nor, and  the  Secretary  wei:e  appointed  a  Coniniittee 
00  the  accounts  of  repairs  and  expenditures  at  the 
Isyhim.     The   Treasurer  was    authorized  to  borrow 

ven  thousand  dollars  more, 

John  AVilliams,  *'  a  colored  man,''  having  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital,  under  permit  of  Dr.  George 

.  Otis,  dated  Sept.   19,  it  was  voted  that  Dr.  Otis 

requested  to  state  in  writing  to  this  Board  the 
tircutDstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  constituted  this 
;ca*e  of  emergency  within  the  meaning  of  second 

tide  of  second  chapter  of  the  rules  and  regulations, 

t  6,  the  Committee  on  rules  and  regulations  re- 
certain  provisions  for  officers  to  be  known  as 
laose  Physician,  House  Surgeon,  and  Apothecary, 
rilh  a  detail  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  each. 
9,  Dr.  Otis*8  answxT  was  received,  stating  that 

had  never  before  seen  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
lE«;ulations,  and  that  he  did  7iot  think  the  case  re- 
ed to  was  one  of  emergency  within  the  meaning  of 
htm  rules. 

On  Nov,  22,  General  Cobb  being  now  a  patient  in 
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the  Hospital,  where  he  subsequently  died,  a  bi 
Dr.  Chanuing  for  extra  services  rendered  him  ws 
ferred  to  the  Visiting  Committee,  who,  after  consulta- 
tion with  Drs.  Jackson  and  Chanuing,  approved  tl 
same*  General  Cobb  was  an  aid  of  Washington's 
the  revohitionary  war.  At  the  time  of  Shays's  iusur4 
rection,  he  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  PleasJ 
and  Major-General  of  that  division  of  the  militia. 
The  rioters  assembled  to  prevent  the  opening  of  the 
Court  General  Cobb  addressed  them,  and  closed 
remarks  as  follows :  '•  Please  God,  I  will  this  day  sij 
as  a  Judge,  or  die  as  a  General/' 

Dec.  20,  Jive  dollars  was  contributed  towards  the 
new  plank  sidewalk  in  Blossom  Street.  There  werel 
on  Dec.  22,  thirtv-six  males  and  lifteen  females- 
total,  fifty-one  —  in  the  HospituL  Jan.  8,  1830,  the 
Committee  report  that  the  whole  expenditures  at  the 
Asylum  from  1826  are,  for  the  wharf,  $1,147,32; 
well,  $215.75;  and  for  "general  improvemenU,"] 
196,822.33  ;  —  that  this  expenditure  has  been  "  fat 
the  building  called  the  lodge,  or  strong  rooms  ;  foi 
the  large  building  connected  with  the  former  building 
for  males ;  a  new  roof  to  the  dwelling-house,  wit 
the  addition  of  another  stoiy  to  the  centre  of  it>  anii 
great  repairs,  even  to  the  foundation  wall ;  th< 
necessary  alterations  in  the  old  building  for  males^ 
caused  by  adding  the  new  one ;   also  new  water*clc 
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efe.and  brick  partition-walls,  and  other  improvements 
ID  the  former  building  for  males  ;  improvements  in 
lie  veDtilation  of  the  bniklings  both  for  males  and 
frraales;  the  addition  of  a  large  wash-room,  new 
iitchen,  and  extensive  cooking  apparatus  ;  for  remov- 
iig  the  earth,  farming  and  lapng  out  the  grounds, 
cting  several  buildings  in  the  yard,  and  a  great 
tent  of  fences  in  forming  and  di\iding  the  yards." 
he  buildings,  even  now,  with  this  great  expcndi- 
ire.  were  not  completed.  It  would  seem  probable, 
t  at  least  sixty- five  thousand  dollars  of  the  above 
Hist  be  assigned  as  the  cost  of  the  addition  to  the 
e  building.  Much  of  the  work  was  varied  from 
tinie  to  time  when  in  progress,  as  important  ohjet- 
tions  or  improvements  were  suggested,  A  plan  w^as 
ordered  of  this  new  building,  with  all  its  flues,  &c. 
A  precisely  similar  addition  to  the  female  wing  was 
fubsequently  constructed  ;  and,  by  means  of  the  prior 
experience  acquired,  it  cost  but  forty-three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 
^  Feb,  7,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  consolidate 
wll  former  loans  in  a  new  loan  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
Hm,  on  pledge  of  the  shares  in  the  Life  Insurance 
Company.  Hon,  Jonathan  Phillips  was  thanked  for 
a  present  of  books  for  the  library*  John  Eraser  Da- 
11^,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  ''  Patriot,"  was  thanked  for  his 
paper  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  patients,    Feb.  21, 


96  WEDDn^G   AT   HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Gumey's  intended  marriage  was  announced,  and 
the  subject  was  referred  to  Dr.  Bobbins  and  the  Visit- 
ing Committee.  Dr.  George  Hayward  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Junior  Sui^eon.  March  21,  Mr.  Gur- 
ney  announced  that  his  intended  wife  had  consented 
to  reside  at  the  Hospital.  The  wedding  was  subse- 
quently celebrated  in  fine  style:  the  House  Physi- 
cians, &c..  officiating  as  groomsmen.  Many  patients 
were  present  at  the  wedding  visit.  It  was  a  gay 
scene,  —  one  seldom  witnessed  in  a  Hospital.  Messrs. 
Gray,  Ticknor,  and  the  Secretarj*  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  make  an  entirely  new  draft  of  the 
i-ules  and  regulations ;  whose  reports  were  accepted. 
May  9  and  23,  for  the  Hospital  and  Asylum  respec- 
tively. They  were  prepared  with  great  care  and 
labor,  each  paragraph  being  discussed  and  considered, 
and  the  whole  being  finally  read  by  the  Trustees,  and 
by  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  These  rules 
and  regulations  are  recorded  m  extenso,  occupying 
twenty  pages.  One  important  change  introduced 
was,  that,  though  each  Trustee  should  serve  for  two 
months  on  the  Visiting  Committee,  one  Trustee 
should  go  out  each  month,  so  that  there  should  al- 
ways be  one  member  of  the  Committee  informed  of 
the  existing  state  of  affairs.  This  arrangement  has 
always  since  continued.  May  9,  Messrs.  Gray, 
(ireonc,  and   Robbins  were    appointed   a  Committee 
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to  prepare  the  annual  report     This  report  1   have 
jjieTer   met   with.      June    24,    there    were    eighteen 
[males  and    thirteen  females  ^ — ^  total,  thirty-one  —  in 
he  Hospital. 

At  the  anneal  meeting,  July  6,  1830,  Hon.  John 
[Lowell  retiring  frora  the  Presidency,  Gardiner  Greene 
elected  in  his  stead,  and  Joseph  Head  was  elect- 
Vice-President  in  place  of   Mr.  Greene.     Josiah 
uiBcy,  jun.,  was  elected  a  Trustee  in  place  of  Wil- 
H.  Gardiner,  Esq. ;  and  the  oificers  who  retired 
^ere  thanked  for  their  f\iitliful  services.     Benjamin 
Greene  and  James  Bowdoin  were  new  Trustees, 
bosen   by  the   Board  of  Visitors  in  August,      Mr. 
Dwdoin  declining,  Hon.  Heman  Lincoln  was  elected 
that  Board  in  January,  1831;    and,  he   also  de- 
dining}  Mr.  George  Bond  was   elected  in  February, 
1831.     Aug.  27,  the  annual  visitation  was  made,  and 
5vemor  Lincoln  again  expressed  *'  his  entire  satis- 
ion;^ 

At  a  special  meeting,  Aug,  30,  a  bequest  of  the  late 

Jeremiah  Belknap,  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  invested 

lb  an  annuity  in  trust  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital 

[life  Insurance  Company,  was   communicated  by  his 

[sister  and  executrix,  Mary  Belknap  ;  which  was  grate- 

l^ully  accepted,  and  a  free  bed  for  life  was  thereupon 

placed  at  her  disposal.     Dr,  Henry  I.  Bowditch  was 

bosen   House  Physician  for   the  ensuing  year,  on 


«r  Sfr.  JoKi  Jaduon.     Mr.  Dana,  the 

a  written  cerliticate 
from  the  Acting 
from  the  Superm- 
before  the  Board  felt 
mal  giuit  of  6fty  dollarsi 
regulations.  Oct.  5,  )Ir/ 
and,  on  the  8th,  Mr* 
his  successor.  After 
mas,  he  is  stiB  one  of  the  most 
of  die  mstitntion. 
Ob  Oct.  91,  a  letter  fiim  Thomas  Lee,  adminis* 
tnlorof  Fmicis  l>e,a  deceased  patient,  was  receiTed 
mad  reauL  mmmmmaliag  m  gift  from  his  father,  Jo* 
eeph  Lee^  Esq.«  sole  heir  of  said  deceased,  of  twenty 
tbousand  dollars  for  the  nse  of  the  Asylum  (f  250  a 
jpear  for  four  years  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Wyman).  The 
writer  says :  *'  In  frequent  risits  to  the  Asylum,  dur- 
ing nearly  two  years  that  the  deceased  was  a  patient^ 
his  friends  having  become  acquainted  with  the  admi- 
rable provision  made  for  the  alienation  and  cure  of  one 
of  the  most  severe  afflictions  that  befall  human  nature, 
and  appreciating  the  rare  union  of  the  requisite  qual- 
ities possessed  by  the  present  Superintendent  (Dr* 
Wyman),  believe  that  a  more  appi-opriate  or  better 
use  cannot  be  made  of  a  portion  of  his  estate,  than  by 
contributing  to  the  support  of  this  well-administered 


JOSEPH    lee's    donation. 


99 


and  most  humane  institutian.  They  feel  at  the  same 
!  time  that  they  do  but  carry  into  effect  what  might 
[kftve  beea  the  views  of  the  decsased  had  the  power 
en  restored  to  him  of  acting  for  himself*  That  this 
Day  long  escape  the  abuses  to  which  the  best  imblic 
Qstitutions  seem  so  liable,  and  never  want  the  means 
accomplish  its  benevolent  ends,  under  the  guard- 
anship  of  those  whose  characters  are  a  pledge  for  the 
dlhful  application  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  them,  is 
lie  trish  of  the  donor,  and,  gentlemen,  of  yours,"  &c, 
[t  was  thereupon  voted  to  accept  this  munificent 
iooation ;  and  Messrs.  Lawrence,  Guild,  and  the  Sec- 
etary  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  communicate 
Mr,  Lee  '•  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the 
rd," 
This  donation  consisted  of  twelve  shares  in  the 
iot  Manufacturing  Company,  and  of  eight  shares  in 
the  Merrimack  Company,  under  the  restriction  not 
sell  the  same  for  ten  years,  except  with  the  con- 
sot  of  Joseph  Lee,  Esq.  On  Oct.  23,  a  written  an- 
rer,  prepared  by  the  Committee,  was  entered  on  the 
jrds,  signed  by  all  the  Trustees,  and  sent  to  Mr* 
Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Francis  were  appointed 
Committee  as  to  the  investment  or  expenditure  of 
the  income  of  this  donation,  Dec.  5,  a  letter  was 
ceived  from  Dr.  Wyman,  declining  the  donation  of 
Ir-  Lee,  on    tho  general    and   high  minded   ground 


of  the   impropriety  of  receiving  presents  from  any 
boarder  or  his  frienda.     The  Committee  reported  that 
a  separate  investment  should  be  made  of  the  income 
of  tills  fund  ;  and  that,  when  it  should  be  **  sufRrient 
to  defray  the  expense  of  a  soHd,  permanent  building, 
the  same  shall  be  erected  at  the  M'Lean  Asylum  for 
the  Insane  in  Charlestown,  and  shall  bear  the  name 
of  the  benevolent  donor." 

On  Dec*  19,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  bor- 
row ten  thousand  dollars  for  four  months.     Dec.  31, 
thirty  males,  eighteen  females  —  total,  forty-eight  — 
in    the    Hospital,     Jan.   30,   1831,   Messrs.  Francis, 
Codman,  and  Lawrence  were  appointed  a  Committee 
resi»ectiiig  a  Lyingiu  Hospital,  in  answer  to  a  com- 
munication iVom  the  Trustees  of  the  Humane  Society* 
FeV).  13,  at  the   request  of  Mt\  Francis,  he  was  dis 
charged,  and  ^Ir.  Quiucy  substituted  on  said  Commit- 
ter.    At  tliis  meetincr,  Messrs,  Frauds  and  Lawrence 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Miss  Mary 
Belknap,  sister  of  Jeremiah  Belknap,  Esq..  and  on 
the   relatives  of  Joseph   Lee,  Esq.,  to  ask  for  theii 
portraits ;  and  said  C  ommittee,  at  the  next  meeting, 
wported  that  '*  uo  portraits  of  Mr,  Belknap  or  Mn 
Ia^  iin>  in  possession  of  their  relatives."    On  Feb.  2*2, 
tJie  oxecutars  and  devisees  of  the  late  Joseph  Lee 
prenented   dvc  additional  shares  in  the  Eliot  Mann- 
liicturinK  ('ompunv,  to  make  up  a  depreciation  in  the 
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scertained  value  of  the  twelve  shares  in  said  Cora- 
aj  originally  given ;  which  *idditioiial  donation  was 
ftiUy  received  on  the  same  conditions.     These 
experienced  a  still  farther  depreciation^  and 
llie  amount  finally   realized  from  the  whole   seven- 
teen  tboasand  dollars  of  the  Gltot  shares  was  only  one 
tkotisand  and  eight  dollars.     The  Merrimack  shares, 
kowevcr,  paid  very  large  dividends  ;  the  whole  amount 
actually  received,  from  both  sources,  taking  tlie  Merri- 
ck shares  at  par,  being  $31,681.33.     A  separate 
reount  of  this  fund  was  kept  till  1851,  when,  with 
lowuuce  of  interest  on  the  dividends,  it  exceeded 
-five  thousand  dollars.     A  donation  had   mean- 
kile  been    received  from   Mr.   Appleton,   for   the 
tion  of  a  new  building  at  the  Asylum,  so  that  it 
liecajne  impracticable  to  carrj*  out  literally  the  design 
ii  ihe  preceding  votes  ;  and  the  Trustees  proposed  to 
Ijire  the  name  of  Mr.  Lee  to  the  main  building  for 
aiile  patients,  that  in  which  his  son  died.    The  whole 
bject  was  finally  and  satisfactorily  arranged  at  that 

On    Feb.   27,   1831^  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 

fidiciul  Court  in  regard  to  the  M*Lean  trust- fund 

communicated  ;  and    on  April  8,  in  reply  to  a 

Ita-st  that  tlie  Board  would  consent  that  the  fund 
ibodd  be  managed  by  one  Trustee,  the  Board  say : 
I**  If  the  mill  of  Mr-  M'Lean  requires  the  appointment 
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of  two  Trustees,  they  cannot,  consistently  with  their 
duty,  acquiesce  in  the  appointment  of  one."  May  8,1 
Messrs,  Greene,  Quincy,  and  Phillips  were  appointed] 
to  prepare  the  annual  report ;  and  on  May  22,  Grayj 
and  Lawrence  were  substituted  for  Greene  and  PhiU 
lips,  who  were  absent.  This  report  is  believed  notj 
to  be  extant. 

June  8,  1831,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, George  Hallet  was  elected  a  Trustee  in  place 
of  Ebenezer  Francis, Esq.,  who  was  thanked  for  "his 
long,  faithful,  and  peculiarly  valuable  services  as 
Trustee  of  this  institution,  to  which  office  he   lifi 
declined  a  re-election/'     July  3,  the  same  imniediat 
officers  were  all  re-elected.     July  5,  Edward  Tucker 
man  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Trustees,     July 
Drs.  Jacob  Bigelow,  John  Randall,  George  C,  Shat 
tuck,  and  Abraham  R.  Thompson,  were  chosen  Con^ 
suiting  Physicians ;  and  Drs.  William  Ingalls,  Johl 
B.   Brown,   John  Dixwell,  and  William  J.  Walkerj 
Consulting  Surgeons,      July  24,  Thomas  Sparhawl 
was  elected  House  Physician  ;  and  on  Aug.  21,  Sam4 
uel  Swett,  juu.,  House  Surgeon.     Sept  2,  the  aunus 
visitation  was  made,  nine  Trustees  being  also  present 
His   Excellency    Governor    Lincoln    aUuded    to  th^ 
appropriation   for   the   Asylum  at  Worcester,  as  ai 
unequivocal  expression   of    public    opinion  that 
M*Lean    Asylum   had    been    completely   successfuL 
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S(pt.  20,a  donation  from  John  P*  Gushing,  Esq.,  of 
li  r.  thousand  dollars,  was  received,  and  gratefully 
ifknowledged.  Rejoice  Newton,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
igent  to  make  any  arrangement  with  the  executors 
tf  Isaiah  Thomas. 

On  Feb.  12,  1832,  communications  from  Dr.  Jack- 
m  and   Mr,   Guniey  were  received,  stating  seven 
cases  of  erj-sipelas  in  the  Hospital,  one  of  which  had 
terminated  fatally  ;    and  the  subject  was  referred  to 
the  Visiting  Committee,  with  full  powers.     They  dis- 
continued all  new  admissions  till  March  5.     Feb.  26, 
doiuition    of  one  thousand  dollars   from  John  C. 
iray  was  received,  and  suitably  acknowledged.      A 
tter  from  Amos  Lawrence,  Esq.,  resigning  his  office 
Tnistee  in  consequence  of  illness,  was  received  ; 
a  vote  was  passed,  expressing  the  sense  which 
Board  had  of  the  value  of  his  services,  and  their 
I  wishes  for  his  restoration  to  health*      April  29, 
irs.  Codman,  Gray*  and  Hallet  were  appointed  a 
ttee   to  prepai*e  the  annual  report ;  but  it  has 
been  presented. 
On  May  17,  Dr.  Wyman  tendered  his  resignation 
the  ground   of  ill  health*     The   Chairman,  with 
iW.  Uallet  and  Quincy,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
ttee  to  confer  with  him,  and  make  any  arrange- 
The  Treasurer  was  oidered  to  pay  five  hundred 
voted  Feb.  5,  1826,  to  Dr.  Wvntan,  for  his 


104 


RESIGNATION    OF    AMOS    LAWRENCE. 


extra  services,  with  interest ;    he  having   never   yc 
received  the  same.     May  20,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Wj 
man  thanked  the  Trustees  for  the  regard  and  kind^j 
ness  manifested  towards   him  and  his  family.     Thi 
Committee  reported  that  Dr.  Wyman  was  to  be  for  i 
time  absent ;  and,  "  believing  that  the  services  of  Dr^ 
William  J.  Walker  during  that  time  would  be  highljl 
valuable  to  the  institution,"  they  requested  him  " 
visit  it  as  often  as  he  could,  consistently  with  his  otbc 
engagements/' 

At  the  annual  meeting,   June    13,   1832,    Abbot 
Lawrence,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  Trustee  in  place  of  hi 
brother,  Amos  Lawrence,  who  was  thanked  *'  for  hi 
zealous  and  faithful  services  during  several  snccessii; 
years,"     The  annual  meeting  was  altered  to  the  fourt! 
Wednesday  in  January ;    so    that  the  Trustees  noi 
cliosen  served  only  about  six  months.     The  Board 
Visitoi^g  elected  Thomas  %V.  Ward  in  place  of  Joe 
athan  Pliillips ;    but,   he    not    accepting,   Samuel 
Armstrong  was  elected  in  August.     The  same  Boar 
of    Physicians   and    Surgeons  and  the  same  officer 
were  re-elected.     July  12,  Henry  Codman,  as  Chaii 
man  of  a  Committee   to  reply  to  a  communicatic 
received    from    Hon*    Charles   Wells  the  Mayor, 
ported  in  favor  of  receiving  cholera  patients  in  thd 
Hospital,  in  case  the  City  Hospital,  specially  prepare 
should  be  filled,  and  not  otherwise. 


DB.  WYMAN. 


105 


July  17,  it  was  voted  that  a  Matron  be  employed 
the  Asylum   during  the  illness  of  Dr.   Wyman, 
[At  a  special  meeting,  Aug.  1,  Dn  Wvmim  again  re- 
(uested  the  Trustees  to  accept  his  resignation  ;  and 
be  Visiting  Committee  were   instructed  to  make  a 
pport  on   the   next  day.     Mr*  Lyman   Bartlctt  was 
m  House  Physician ;  and  Mr.  James  B*  Greger- 
»ii.  House  Apothecary.     Aug.  2^  Dr.  Wyman's  resig- 
'tiation   was  accepted   (with  the  view,   doubtless,    of 
teheeing  him  from  his  feeling  of  responsibility) ;  he 
still  to  reside  at  the  Asylum.     Dr.  Walker  was  re 
I  quested  to  continue  his  services.     Aug,  23,  the  salary 
^of  the  Physician  and  Superintendent  at  Asylum  was 
ta  be  henceforth  twelve  hundred  dollars.     Aug,  27. 
Ir.  John  Odin,  jun.,  was  chosen    House    Surgeon. 
lug.  31,  the  annual  \dsitation  was  made  by  his  Ex- 
acy  GoTernor  Lincoln  and  the  Board  of  Visitors* 
19j  tiie  duties  of  Physician  and  Superintend- 
at  were  ordered  to  be  sepai^ated.     Dr.  Wyman  was 
ed  Physician,  with  a  salary,  fixed  at  the  next 
E*tiDg,  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.      In  other  words, 
I  was  so  highly  appreciated  that  the  Board  thought 
'  tbemseh es  fortunate  in  securing  his  services  for  one 
onJi    of  the   offices,   at   a   price   greater   than   they 
believed  those   of  any  other  person  could  be  worth 
who  should  fill  both  situations. 
And  now  was  communicated  to  the  Board  the  most 
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beqaat,  wjA  <Hie  mb^Ih  exceplioD,  whiel 
kas  rrcr  been  beslinFed  mpost  it.  ICessn.  John  am 
Aiidiew  £.  Belkn^  aad  Immph  Head.  jim..  execit 
tan  of  dM!  win  of  Mi»  Mur  BeUuuip,  then  re 
cendy  deceased^  presented  %  copy  of  her  will,  iiiakin( 
Ihb  Corponitioo  ber  residmrr  deiisee.  This  residue 
amomited  to  f88,G02.  It  wm  hmmI  gratefully  ao 
eepted  by  the  Trustees^ 

The  extent  to  which  this  Board  is  indebted  to  the 
good  will  and  kind  offices  of  the  late  Joseph  Head 
may  be  inferred  from   the  following  facts.      Then 
existed    between   him    and  the   late   Jeremiah    Bel 
knap,  Esq.,  the  most  intimate  friendship.     Ue  hac 
unbounded  influence  over  him,  and  gladly  directed 
his  bounty,  and  eventually  that  of  his  sister*  towards 
this  institution^  as  he  had  formerly  done  in  the  case 
of  Thomas  Oliver.     There  is  no  one,  indeed,  whose 
portrait  is  better  entitled  to  a  place  at  the  Hospital, 
among  the  ranks  of  its  chief  benefactors  and  most 
faithful   officers,  than    that   of  Mr.   Head.      It   is   a 
curious    fact   that    a    portrait   of    Mr.   Belknap    was 
painted  for  the  Hospital  by  the  late  Henry  Sai-gent, 
from  looking  at  Mr.  Head     Mr.  Belknap  and  Mr* 
Head,  at  a  certain  hour  of  each  day,  often  walked  to- 
gether;   and  Mr,  Sargent,  to  refresh  his  recollection 
of  how  Mr.  Belknup  used  to  look,  was  in  the  habit 
of  going   out  and  meeting  Mr.  Head  when  he  was 
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iralkiii§  alone,  that  his  imagination  and  his  pencil 
might  be  thus  aided  in  recalling  the  features  of  Mr. 
Head's  former  companion.  The  likeness  is  by  no 
means  perfect ;  yet,  I  think,  all  who  knew  Mr,  Bel- 
knap would  feel  sure  that  it  was  intended  for  him. 

On  Oct.  3,  Captain  Luke  Bigelow,  of  Lancaster, 
was  chosen  Superintendent,  with  a  salary  of  seven 
hundred  dollars.  Oct  9,  Mr,  Rufus  Wyman,  jun., 
was  requested  to  act  until  his  arrival.  Oct,  21^  an 
extra  grant  was  made  to  Mr.  Tyler  for  his  services 
during  Dr.  Wyman's  illness,  and  his  salary  was  raised 
to  a  thousand  dollars.  On  the  nomination  of  Dr. 
Wyman,  Miss  Mar)'  Sawyer,  of  Stirling,  was  appointed 
to  the  new  office  of  Supervisor  of  the  female  depart- 
ment She  subsequently  married  Mr.  Tyler,  and  is 
mm  the  efficient,  or  I  may  rather  say  truly  admira- 

\hk  matron    of  the   establishment.     New  rules    and 

ions  at  the  Asylum,  as  modified  by  the  late 

of  offices,  &c,,  were  adopted  at  this  meetings 

[mi  recorded. 

On  Nov.  4,  the  executors  of  Miss  Belknap  trans - 

[mitted  a  list  of  the  residuary  property,  amounting  to 

[|12,852  in  personal  estate.  Land  and  buildings, 
I.  26  and  28,  Washington  Street,  then  valued  at 
112,000 ;  ditto,  73,  Broad  Street,  valued  at  .?3,750  ; 
making  the  total  of  $88,602.  The  Broad-street  Estate 
WM  iold   in    1834   to  Samuel  Sanford   for  f4J0O. 


( 

1 


AMOUNT    OF    MISS     BELKNAP  S    BEQUEST. 


The  greatly  increased  value  of  the  Washington-street 
Estate,  which  is  still  owned  by  the  Corporation,  makes 
the  total  bequest  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  Board  voted  that  a  bond  of  indemnity 
should  be  delivered  to  the  executors  on  the  transfer 
of  this  property,  and  a  full  receipt  and  discharge 
given  to  their  satisfaction.  Nov.  18,  Dr.  Robbins  was 
appointed  a  Committee  of  adrisement  for  the  Treas- 
urer, in  regard  to  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the 
property  thus  received. 

On  Dec,  14,  Dr,  Robbins,  as  Visiting  Committee, 
recommended  greater  vigilance  in  admitting  as  pa- 
tients those  persons  who  ought  to  go  to  South  Bos- 
ton,—  a  most  important  suggestion.  Dec.  16,  Dn 
AVilliam  J.  Walker  having  ''  visited  at  the  Asylum, 
during  seven  months,  four  or  five  times  each  week," 
the  Trustees  request  his  acceptance  of  six  hundred 
dollars  as  a  small  acknowledgment^  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  of  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  Physician  and  Superintendent 
during  the  illness  of  Dr.  Wyman.  One  hundred 
dollars  was  also  granted  to  Dr,  D.  Davis,  the  resident 
assistant,  for  his  services  at  this  period. 

Mr.  Francis  informs  me,  that  one  of  the  young 
medical  men  selected  to  assist  Dr,  Wyman  in  keeping 
his  accounts  (several  years  before  this  period)  received 
the   appointment,    principally  because   the   Trustees 
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were  delighted  ^ith  his  letter  of  application,  which 
was  the  most  exquisite  specimen  of  penmanship 
tliat  they  had  ever  beheld.  He  entered  on  his  duties, 
and  was  found  to  write  a  most  illegible  hand.  He 
was  asked  whether  that  letter  was  his  own  unaided 
position.  He  replied  that  it  was,  ''  But,"  added 
be, ''I  did  not  torite  it, — ^I  painted  it."  It  was,  in- 
deed, the  elaborate  production  of  an  artist^  executed 
with  great  delicacy  by  means  of  a  hair-pencil. 

H   The  Treasurer  presented  the  following  exhibit  of 

H&e  property  of  the  institution  : — 


^  TWiiptkfi  shares     ......... 

Uk^Mot  tftcjck , 

Tmai^icy  under  will  of  Williara  Phillips    , 
*i        tf         H  ,,       Jeremiah  Belknap 

JoNTph  Le«*«  liofifttioD,  estiiDatetl  at  .     .     . 


,     .  $200.00 

.     .  50,000.00 

.     .  5,000.00 

.     .  10,000.00 

,     .  20,000.00 

M*fj  Belkuap'a  legacy 88,602.00 

Attuie      .     .     .     .     . 167,91 


Delits  dtid 


.     61,000.00 


Leaving $112,969.91 


The  general  receipts  are  stated  as  follows  :  — 

l&Mioiit  and  legsdes $411,92773 

|lkptta  Oliver's  Segacj  (subject  to  §1,300  auDyity)  ,  .     22,938.70 

itiijii  c»f  Jci4t>ph  Le«  anil  acL'timiilaiioii  of  do.    .  .     22,140.00 

l^mi  jfcccuuut  of  laaiab  Thtmms's  bequest      .  .       1,3(^7.00 

8458,313.43 


no  MARGARET    TUCKER. DR,  WALKER. 

The  permanent  expenditures,  as  follows  :  — 

Land  and  buildtngs  of  Hospital  iu  Boston    $144,498.01 
„       „         „  of  McLean  Asjlura    .     188,422.22 

332.921,13 

Balance       , $125,3^2.30  ■ 

Board  of  free  palieiiLs  from  1822  to  1832,  estimated 

at  $3  per  week $30,590.25] 

DonatioDB  for  free  bed.9,  mdiiding  ineome  of  the 
bequests  of  Wm.  FbiUlps  and  Jeremiah  Belknap 
for  that  object,  since  1822 29,405.94 

Balance $7, 184.3 1 J 

Income  for  1833  estimated  at  $12,547. 

Expenditures,,  „         at    11,040. 

On  Dec.  30,  Messrs.  Greene,  Quincy,  and  Bond 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual 
report.  Jan.  8,  1833,  a  bequest  of  Miss  Margaret 
Tucker  of  $2,600,  for  perpetual  support  of  &  free 
bed  at  the  Hospital,  was  announced  and  gratefully  i 
accepted.     It  was  not  paid  over  till  1842.  | 

Jan.  11,  it  was  ordered  that  no  free  beds  should  be 
occupied  by  the  same  persons  over  three  months, 
except  on  special  vote  of  the  Trustees.  ■ 

Jan.  20,  a  letter  from  Dr.  William  J.  Walker  Wi^| 
received  and  read,  expressing  his  gratitude   for  the 
favorable   opinion  entertained  by  the  Board  and  for 
the  liberal  compensation  voted  him,  and  requesting^ 
their  acceptance  of  a  donation  of  four  hundred  dollars^ 
The  Secretary  was  directed  to  assure  Dr.  Walker  of 
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Ae  high  gratificaKon  afforded  to  the  Trastees  by  this 
proof  of  his  regard  for  the  institution. 
The   annaal  report  for  this  year,  signed   by  Mr. 
the  Chairmun,  also  by  the  Committee,  is 

ialiout  six  pages  long.  It  stiites  the  interesting  fact, 
that  Dr,  Wyman  had  for  fouiteen  years  passed  only 

[ine  nights  away  from  the  Asylum,  and  the  measures 
taken  to  lighten  his  duties,  and  thus  restore  his 
health ;  alludes  to  the  numerous  recent  proofs  of 
public  confidence,  and  the  noble  donation   of  Miss 

I  Belknap;  and  suggests' (what  has  since  been  exe- 
ruled)  that^  whenever  an  additional  wing  shall  be 
PTCctetl  for  female  patients,  '^  it  would   be  a  compli- 

I  menl  signally  appropriate  to  give  the  name  of  this 
great  benefactress  to  that  part  of  the  establishment 
which  is  particularly  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  her 
9it% ;  *'  but  states  that  the  erection  of  such  a  building 
now  would  absorb  the  whole  funds  of  the  institution- 
It  speaks  of  the  valuable  services  and  the  gratifying 
donation  of  Dr.  AValker. 

The  result  of  this  period  is,  thai  during  no  pre- 
vious term  of  five  years  had  the  donations  been  more 
numerous  or  munificent.  There  had  been  received 
bequests  from  the  late  William  Phillips,  Jeremiah 
Belknap,  and  his  sister  Miss  Mary  Belknap,  Joseph 
Lee  and  his  devisees.  Miss  Margaret  Tucker,  and 
Isaiah  Tliomas ;  and  donations  from  John  P»  Gushing, 
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John  C.  Gray,  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Henry  Codman-- 
Dr.  AVUliam  J.  Walker,  &c.,  —  which,  in  the  aggre— * 
gate,  amounted  to  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  thou 
sand  dollai*s. 

A  hundred  thousand  dollars  had  been  expended  in 
improvements  at  the  Asylum,  and  a  debt  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars  contracted  in  making  these  improve- 
ments. But  it  was  forthwith  to  be  paid  off  out  of 
the  more  recent  of  the  donations  just  received.  The 
pecuniary  position  of  the  institution  at  this  time  is 
exactly  stated  in  the  summary  in  the  preceding  page. 
The  institntion  still  retained,  at  the  head  of  its  two 
departments,  the  services  of  Dr.  AVyman  and  of  Mr, 
Gurney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  had  become  officers  of 
the  Asylum.  The  same  medical  and  surgical  staff 
continued  to  discharge  their  duties.  The  naiTow 
escape  of  the  Hospital  from  destruction  by  fire  was 
not  the  least  of  the  fortunate  events  of  this  period. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  was,  at  the 
close  of  this  year,  thirty-two  males,  twenty  females, — 
total,  fifty-two;  and,  at  the  Asylum,  twenty-seven 
males,  twenty-four  females, — ^  toLd,  fifty-one.  Thus 
the  usefulness  and  reputation  of  the  institution  had 
continued  steadily  to  increase  :  and  it  had  attained  to 
I  a  degree  of  prosperity  which  must  have  been  highly 

I  gratifying  alike  to  its  original  founders  and  to  those 
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CHAPTER    VL 

I83a-1837. 

Dura  or  Gxedister  Greeks,  President.  —  REsrcKATio;?  op  Mr.  Gur- 
*CT.— Cboick  of  Gamaliel  Bradford.  — Final  Resignation  of  Dr, 
Wtraj,  akd  Choke  of  Dk.  Thomas  G.  Lee-  —  CoLUMBtrs  Tyler 
njccTKD    Steward    of  Asvlum.  —  Servioes    of    Mrs.    Tyler.  — 

figQCEST  OF  JoXATHAJf  MoSELEY.  —  PORTRAIT  OF  TttOlf  AS  0 LIVER.  — 
RlSlQSIATIOK    OF   JOSKPII    HkaD,  PllESlDtXT.  —  GeORGE  BONO,  ChAIR- 

MAir. —  Diet  at  Hospital.  —  Free  Beda  for  Life. ^Bequest  of 

Ml6S    SdSA^     RiCHARIjSOK,  —  PlANO-FORTK    ANIi    BlLLIARD    TaBLE    AT 

AsTLCTif,  —  Trustees*  Meeting  :  Nobody  Present.  —  Death  of  Dr. 
Lei*  and  Votes  of  Trustees.  —  Dr.  Lother  V.  Bell  elkcted  his 
Successor. —  Colored  Patient.  —  Interesting  Report  op  S.  A. 
£uoT  o!f  occasion  of  Non-obseryancb  of  Kltles  and  Reoula- 
noNS.  —  Resignation  of  Dr.  James  Jackson:  uitj  Ciiahacteh  and 
SciricEft.  —  Resignation  of  Mr.  Rl'sisell  thb  Treasurer,  ano 
Oboice  of  Henry  Andrews.^ Summary. — ^ Great  Changes  of 
int  OrrjcERS.  —  Donations  only  a  Thousand  Dollars  for  the 
Fits  Yiuss. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  23,  1833,  it  was  voted, 
'*  That  this  Corporation  entertain  a  grateful  recollec- 
tion of  the  zealous  and  faithful  services  of  the  late 
Gardiner  Greene,  Esq.,  in  the  offices  of  a  Trustee  and 
[  President  of  this  institution  ;  "  also  voted,  *'  Tliat  the 
I  thanks  of  this  Corporation  be  presented  to  Joseph 
BC(K»lidge,  Esq,,  who,  for  many  successive  yearsj  from 
r^tbe  first  establishment  of  the  institution  to  the  present 
time,  has  held  the  office  of  a  Trustee,  discharging  his 
duties  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  to  which 
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office  he  has  declined  a  re-election."     Francis  J.  OH 
ver,  Esq.,  was  elected  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  a  Trus 
tee  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Coolidge,  and  the  Board  w; 
organized  as  follows ;  Joseph  Head,  President ;  Ebe- 
nezer  Francis,  Vice-President;  Nathaniel  P.  Russell, 
Treasurer;  Nathaniel  I,  Bowditch,  Secretary,    Henry 
Codman,  Francis  C.  Gray,  Benjamin  Guild,  Georgefl 
Hallet,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Josiah  Quincy^jun.,  Edward    '' 
H.  Bobbins,  and  Edward  Tnckerman,  Trustees,  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation;  and  Samuel  T.  Armstrong, 
George  Bond,  Benjamin  D.  Greene,  and  Francis  J, 
Oliver,  Trustees,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
Feb,  17,  all  the  medical  and  other  officers  of  ttie  last 
year  were  re-elected* 

Richard  S.  Roberts  applied  for  leave  to  remove  a 
blind  placed  against  the  window  of  his  house  in  Fnii 
Court,  overlooking  the   Hospital  Garden,     March  *i 
William   B.  Shaw   was    appointed  Apothecarj^    and 
Rufus  Wyman,  jun.,  Clerk  at  the  Asylum.     July  5» 
Mr*  Roberts  was  allowed   to  have  a  window  with 
reversed  blind.     Aug,   11,  Dr.  F.  H.  Gray  was  aj 
pointed  House  Physician  ;  and,  on  Sept.  H,  Dr.  lienrj 
Tuck,  House    Surgeon ;    Mr.    Benjamin    F.    Parker^ 
House  Apothecary, 

On  Sept.  13,  Nathan  Gurney,  Esq^^  tendered  his 
resignation  as  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  to  take 
effect  in  November  next.     This  resignation  was  ac* 
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cepted ;  and  it  was  voted,  *'  That,  in  accepting  this 
ite&igTiation«  the  Trustees  would  express  to  Mr.  Gur- 
ney  their  sense  of  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  their  regret 
that  his  valuable  services  must  cease  in  so  short  a 
time.  They  have  seen  his  energy,  decision,  and 
good  judgment :  his  kindness  and  attention  to  the 
patients ;  his  skOl  and  economy  in  managing  the  con- 
cerns of  the  establishment,  and  the  order,  reguhirity, 
and  neatness  which  have  always  been  presented  there ; 
and  they  have  esteemed  themselves  fortunate  in  the 
selection  of  one  who  united  in  so  high  a  degree  the 
Tarious  qualifications  for  the  situation,  and  who,  with 
the  power,  possessed  also  the  disposition,  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  department  of  the  institution 
confided  to  his  care.  The  trustees  would  therefore 
assure  Mr.  Gurney,  that  they  have  always  been  entirely 
satisfied  with  his  efforts  in  their  cause,  and  that  he 
will  retire  from  office  with  their  best  wishes  for  his 
future  happiness.'*  Mr.  Gnruey  subsequently  became 
aa  alderman  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  died,  not  long 
since,  one  of  our  most  highly-respected  citizens. 

On  Oct.  8,  Benjamin  D.  Greene,  Esq.,  resigned  his 
situation  as  a  Trustee,  in  view  of  an  intended  absence 
in  Europe.  He  was,  however,  re-elected  the  ensuing 
year.  Oct  11,  all  the  Board  were  present  except  Mi\ 
Codman,  who  was  ill.     Gamaliel  Bradford,  M.D.,  was 
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unanimously  elected  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital, 
The  Belknap  Estate  in  Washington  Street  was  leased 
for  ten  years  at  a  rent  of  nine  hundred  dollars. 
It  was  at  first  rented  for  seven  hundred  dollars.  It 
has  since  been  rebuilt,  and  rents  for  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  Dec.  1,  where  a  patient  remains  less  thai 
one  day,  one  dollar  is  to  be  charged,  Dec*  15,  tl 
Chairman,  Messrs,  Oliver,  Codraan,  and  the  Visiti 
Committee,  were  desired  to  consider  the  expedienc; 
of  erecting  a  new  building  at  the  Asylum.  Dec.  23. 
Messrs.  Gray,  Quincy,  and  Bond  were  appointed 
Committee  to  draw  up  the  annual  report. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  Josiah  Quincy,  jun, 
as  Chairman,  and  occupied  nine  pages ;  and,  with  thi 
documents   annexed,  makes  a  pamphlet  of  twenty 
three  pages.     It  gives  a  detailed  and  very  intcrcsti 
and  satisfactory  account  of  both  departments  of  the 
Hospital ;  states  the  invested  property  of  the  institu- 
tion to  be  $113,750,  —  including,  however,  the  Eliot 
shaies  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  which  realized 
but  a  thousand  and  eight,  so  that  the  actual  amouni 
is  a  hundred  and  two  or  a  hundred  and  three  thoi 
sand  dollars ;  shows  that  its  annual  expenses  rendei 
it  still  in  need  of  continued  assistance  and  support 
alludes  to  the  prominent  events  of  the  year ;  sped 
of  the  *'  universal  satisfaction  **  given  by  Mr.  Gurney 
and  mentions  the  election  of  Dr.  Bradford,  *'  who  bos 
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m  pledges  of  being  entitled  to  the  high  praise  of 
ftilly  supplying  the  place  of  his  predecessor,"     The 

iUQiber  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  at  the  close  of  the 
ear  were  twenty-seven  males,  twenty-four  females, — 
iitiiK  fifty-one ;    in  the  Asylum,  forty  males,  twenty- 
bur  females,  —  total,  sixty-four.     It  contains  a  table 
of  all  the  admissions  at  the  Asylura,  viz. ;   In    1818, 
fcne;  in  1819»  twenty-six;  1820, twenty-eight ;  1821, 
thirty-three ;     1822,    forty-five ;     1823,    thirty-nine ; 
1824,  thirty-three ;   1825,  twenty-nine  ;  1826,  twenty- 
Ihree;     1827,  thirty-one;    1828,  forty-eight;     1829, 
thirty-seven;     1830,   forty-seven;     1831,    forty-five; 
1832,  sixty-five;   1833,  sixty-six:    total,  1,015,  with 
various  tables,  showing  proportions  of  recoveries,  &c. ; 
the  total  of  those  removed  in  that  period  being  948, 
wil  of  which  362  were  recovered. 

Jim*  8,  1834,  the  Board  express  great  satisfaction 

Wth  the  services  of  Miss  Sawyer  [Mrs.  Tyler],  and 

iniied  her  salary  to  two  hundred  dollars.    A  memorial 

ffrom  the  Physicians  and  iSurgcons  as  to  a  new  biiild- 

^  or  wing  at  the  Hospital  was  received  and  referred. 

Deten  years  afterwards,  such  a  building  was  erected. 

Jan.  19,  >Ir.  Hallet  resigned  his  seat  as  a  Trustee. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  29,  Charles  G.  Loring 

I  tad  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  Esqs.,  were  chosen  Trustees  in 

plice  of  George  Ilallct  and  Benjamin  Guild,  Esqs., 

I  *ho  bad  resigned,  and  who  were  thanked  for  their 
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lealous  and  faithful  serdces,  Jan.  23,  the  Board  of 
Medical  and  Suxgical  Officers,  and  the  heads  of  the  two 
dopartraents.  were  re-elected ;  Henry  A.  True  being 
Apothecary  at  the  Asylum.  On  March  9,  Mr.  Luke 
Bigelow  resigned  his  office  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Asylum,  April  16,  Messrs.  Tuckerman  and  Quincf 
were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  any 
new  arrangements  at  that  institution,  who  on  ^lay  18 
made  a  report^  which  was  accepted.  This  directs  that 
the  head  of  the  institution  be  known  as  the  Physi- 
cian and  Superintendent ;  that  an  Assistant  Physician 
be  chosen,  with  a  salary  of  seven  hundred  dollars  j 
and  likewise  a  Steward,  having  the  salary  heretofore 
paid  to  the  Superintendent.  Luke  Bigelow  was  then 
elected  Steward  ;  and  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Lee',  of  Hart- 
ford, Assistant  Physician. 

On  July  8,  the  Secretary  was  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  look  into  the  title  of  the  Corporation  to  land 
bought  of  Mr.  Joy,  and  to  confer  with  Mr.  Loring 
respecting  measures  which  may  be  thought  necessary 
to  procure  a  release  of  the  condition  contained  in  the 
deed.  It  was  found  impracticable  to  get  a  release 
executed  at  this  time.  July  11,  the  application  of 
Eliza  Biyant  for  leave  to  erect  a  building  on  Fruit 
Street,  with  windows  opening  on  the  Hospital-ground, 
was  declined.  A  copy  of  the  will  of  Jonathan  Mose- 
ley,  making  this  Corporation  residuaiy  legatee,  was 
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received  ;  and  a  legacy,  informally  given  by  a  codicil, 
was  confinned.     July   11,  Lieutenant-Governor  Arm- 
strong  resigned  his  office  of  Trustee,  and  was  thanked 
by  die  Board  for  his  valuable  services. 
On  July  20,  a  very  elaborate  and  excellent  report 
im  Mr.  Eliot  was  entered  on  the  records,  defining 
e  rehttive  duties  of  the  Superintendent  and  of  the 
Physicians,  &c.,  of  the  Hospital,     It  concludes  thus: 
"  Much  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  those  who 
hold  responsible  stations  ;  and,  having  expressed  their 
general  ^lews  of  the  subject,  —  having  stated,  as  it 
ere,  their   theory  of  the  goveniment  of  the   insti- 
lion,  —  the  Trustees  must  leave  the  application  of 
em  to  the  good  sense  and  good  feelings  of  the  pres- 
1  incumbents,  with  the  single  intimation,  that  they 
consider  harmony  of  action  in  the  officers  essential  to 
he  prosperity  of  the  Hospital/'    Copies  of  this  report 
were  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Superintendent 
L    and  to  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Officers, 
V   On  Aug,  17,  Mr,  Estes  Howe  was  elected   House 
Physician,    and    Aug.    31,    Mr,    Stephen    Salisbury, 
House  Surgeon  for  the  year  ensuing.     Oct.   10,  Mrs. 
Lee,  the  widow   of  the  late  John   McLean,    having 
deceased,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  receive  a 
^kransfer  of  the  property  now  belonging  to  the  Corpo- 
ration, which  had  been  held  in  trust  during  her  life. 
Nov.  23^  Luke  Bigelow  resigned  the  office  of  Steward 
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at  the  Asylum.  Dec.  21,  Messrs.  Greene,  Codman, 
and  Oliver  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  preparel 
the  annual  report.  Of  this  report  I  do  not  possess 
copy.  Mr.  William  Wyman  was  elected  Steward  o( 
the  Asylum,  Mr.  Wyman  was  a  very  intelligent  ma 
and  efficient  officer.  He  has  since  been  a  representa* 
tive  from  the  town  of  Cambridge.  He  has  always 
taken  great  interest  in  the  institution.  The  estate  ii 
Broad  Street,  devised  by  Miss  Belknap,  was  ordered] 
to  be  sold  by  the  Treasurer* 

On  Jan.  9,  1835,  —  *'  whereas  Br.  Wyman  has  re 
peatedly  and  earnestly  requested  to  be  relieved  frot 
his  arduous  and  responsible  duties  as  soon  as  the 
interests  of  the  McLean  Asylum  will  admit,  and  the! 
Trustees  feel  it  a  duty  to  him  to  fix  a  time  for  his 
retirement,  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunit)'  to 
make  suitable  arrangements  for  the  future,  —  voted, 
that  his  resignation  be  respectfully  accepted,  to  take 
effect  on  May  1  next.  Voted,  that,  in  consideration  of 
his  long,  zealous,  and  unwearied  exertions  during  six* 
teen  years,  —  in  the  commencement  of  an  institution 
then  novel  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  in  con- 
ducting it  to  its  present  prosperous  state,  —  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  be  granted  to  him  and  paid 
by  the  Treasurer:**  and,  on  Jan.  16,  Dr.  Thomas  G. 
Lee,  Assistant  Physician,  was  promoted  to  his  post, 
with  the  same  salary  and  privileges  as  had  been  en- 
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red  by  his  predecesj^or  ;  and  he  was  requested  *'  not 
confine  himself  too  strictly  to  his  duties,  or  debar 
Stnself  from  the  enjoyment  of  social  intercourse  with 
friends,  or  to  neglect  that  occasional  relaxation  by 
wtiicli  his  health   may  be  improved  and  preserved/' 
Ir.  Columbus  Tyler  was  promoted  to  the  office  of 
*ward,   which  he  still  so  acceptably  continues  to 


At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  28,  Henry  Andrews, 

.,  was  elected  Treasurer.    It  was  voted,  **  That  the 

thanks  of  this  Corporation  be  presented  to  Hon.  N.  P, 

BusselL  who,  for  fourteen  years  past,  has  gratuitously 

dscharged  the  duties  of  Treasurer  of  this  institution, 

ith  great  zeal,   ability,  and  usefulness ;  he  having 

lecUued   a  re-election   to  that  office."     It  was  also 

1,  '•  That  the  thanks  of  this  Corporation  be  pre- 

Died  to   Henry   Cod  man,  Esq.,  who  has  declined  a 

ph'ction  as  Trustee  ;  he  having,  in  that  office  and  in 

office  of  SecretarVj  been  connected  with  the  insti- 

.tttinn  for    eighteen  years  past,  and  having  alw|iys 

biomoted   ita   interests    with   the    greatest   zeal  and 

[fidelity/'     Dr.  Wyman  was  then  elected  a  Trustee  in 

tliu  [jlacc  of  Mr.  Codman  ;  but,  he  being  present  at  the 

mectiDg  and  declining,  Tliomas  B.  Curtis,  Esq.,  was 

tfccted.     John    P.    Thorndike,   Esq.,  was  elected  a 

[Tniitce  by  tlie  Board  of  Visitors,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 

Annrtroiig^     It  was  also  voted,  '*  That  the  thanks  of 
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this  Corporation  be  presented  by  their  Secretary  to 
Dr.  Rufus  Wyman  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  faithful- 
ness with  which,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
M'Lean  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  he  has  filled  the 
office  of  Physician  and  Superintendent,  ^vith  the  assur- 
ance that  this  Corporation  feel  bound  to  declare  that 
these  qualities  have  mainly  contributed  to  raise  the 
reputation  of  the  institution  to  its  present  respectable 
standing,  and  have  equally  elevated  his  own  character 
in  his  profession  and  as  a  philanthropist." 

On  Feb.  8,  the  same  officers  of  the  tw^o  institutions, 
and  Visiting  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  were  re-elected ; 
Drs.  George  B.  Doane  and  Solomon  D.  Townsend 
being  elected  Consulting  Surgeons  in  place  of  Drs.  In- 
galls  and  Dixwell.  March  22,  certain  changes  were 
made  in  the  duties  of  the  Physicians  and  Sui'geons, 
in  accordance  with  a  report  of  Messrs.  Quincy,  Eliot, 
and  Robbins,  a  Committee  to  whom  had  been  referred 
a  communication  from  Dr.  James  Jackson.  April  26, 
the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  overdraw  one  thou* 
sand  dollars  at  the  Suffolk  Bank.  Renewed  discus- 
sions were  had,  as  to  a  new  building  at  the  Hospital 
and  at  the  Asylum,  at  this  and  the  next  meetings.  | 
May  17,  Charles  K.  Whipple  was  chosen  Apothecary 
at  the  Hospital ;  and  Dr.  J.  B,  S.  Jackson,  Assistant 
Physician.  M 

On  Jidy  7,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Oliver  being  deceased, 
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certain  final  payments  of  legacies  were  ordered,  and  a 
full  discharge  directed  to  be  given  to  his  executors. 
Oct*  4,  Mr*  Eliot  was  requested  to  report  plans  and 
estimates  of  a  new  building  at  the  Asylum  :  and,  on 
the  25th.  he  was  authorized  to  engage  the  services  of 
Mr.  M-AlHster  for  the  erection  of  the  same.  Nov*  8, 
it  was  voted  that  the  thanks  of  the  Board  be  presented 
^to  the  executors  of  Mrs.  Prescott  for  the  portrait  of 
their  late  distinguished  benefactor,  Thomas  Oliver, 
Esq.  Mis,  Prescott  was  his  widow  ;  and  the  portrait 
thus  given  is  in  the  Trustees'  room  at  the  Hospital. 
It  is  not  a  fine  painting,  and  is  said  not  to  be  a  very 
good  likeness.  It  is,  however,  valuable  as  being  a 
poitrait  taken  from  life,  of  and  for  himself,  and  the 
only  one  which  has  been  preserved. 

Nov.  22,  Mi\  Homer  Goodhue  was  chosen  Super- 
visor, of  which  post  he  has  always  continued  to 
discharge  the  duties  in  a  most  acceptable  manner, 
Messrs.  Eliot  and  Thorndike  were  appointed  the 
Buildiug  Committee  for  the  new  building  at  the  Asy- 
lum, and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  placed  at  their 
disposal.  Dec.  6,  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Hospital  was  increased  from  live  to  six  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  this  arrangement  to  include  the  present 
year.  On  Jan,  8,  1836,  Messrs.  Gray,  Eliot,  and 
Quincy  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  the 
h   annual  report. 


12*  l.iarr   3XFOBT     )F    DK.    f  F,K- 

Thp-  •■p-^orr,  .;3  "renarea  by  Mr:  Gray,  had  in.  a  strik- 

ai5;ipcrp*    Me  iienr  -i  ^rev!t\.     It  waa  one  sentence 

^r  -'!C    :nf^.      nrrorcns.    vrmour    iny  comment,   to 

-^TP^e^t    '^rrzun  jinexE*i  reoorts  rrom  ^he  two  depart- 

nPTits    ^r    ae    osntunon*     Among  rtiese  do€niment»^ 

in\r*»r^r.   vm.^  .  T^rr  mnornuir  imivaiaabie  one  ixom 

Dr.  Lk-t*.  .ik^srnbing  numteiv  -nje  -ystem.  <3t  <)ccapatian. 

:iv^r?iim-  ina  noru  n;inagpment  it  'he  Asyium  ;  the 

3i»tkniir  ^ewing  ^ociecv :   -ne  ^veesiv  iancing  parties ; 

-hi*  rPtiiTiou:*  -ern L't.»  'a  'ne  ^obattu  jcc.    Of  liis  ^issist- 

iTiV^  le-  -av^    •"  "T^^  vill  nor  -onnnue  .iny  male  iir  female 

LrTr-naar*r  vriom  Tt-   aimor  .nnre  nto  our  ramily,  seat 

if  )ur  -anit*.  Lri.ii  vira  vaom  ve  :oiud  aot  conlidently 

oi;ut»   )iir   >vTTi  -viTe!?.  -later?,  ma  jrorhers.     We  do 

:inr    ^nnsuu-r   'Heir  -er^.ce    is    -serriie :    they  iire  the 

•'.>mnar*ion>   >f  -lie    :u:VirnmaLe.  .^Uii:i:ied  in  the  same 

^mnio^Tipnr>    u>    -iirst-i^e^  .   -ney  -aiul  oommand  our 

fr.pnciMiu)  lud  :*e>ne^'r.  *    He  uiib.  -  [  urk  not  for  the 

insfir.uion    )r   Tiy-^^^if  nion?   'ier.ircd  leilow-laborers.'^ 

The  vlioii*  romi.s    i  pjunniuet  of  rwenn'-^even  pages, 

r^'^nry-rhree  of  ^viiira  relate  ro  :iie  .i:?yLum.    It  is  one 

of  rj.r^  mo*»r  imoor.mr  -juijiicunoas  ever  issued  bv  the 

Trrisfr^H  :   ami    i:    xvill    be  a    liistiii:r    monument    to 

fhr:  m^-morj  of  Dr.  f^e.  who,  before  the  close  of  the 

romir»i(    yf'.Hv.    was    summoned    from    the    eminently 

f^iithful  and  niiccf'^sful  discharare  of  one  of  the  most 

r^'sj>/>TMibl/!  of  all   earthly  trusts  to  the  presence  of 
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Hea^enlv  Father,  whose  word  had  ever  been  his 
^4d%hl,  and  by  whose  precepts  his  steps  had  ever 
?Q  guided. 

There  had  been  discharged  from  the  Hospital,  dur- 
If  the  year,  one  huudved  aqd  thirty-two  males,  sixty- 
females, —  total,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three; 
the  Asylum,  May  1,  fifty  males,  thirty-one  females, 
■  total,  eighty-one. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  27,  1836,  **  Joseph 
ad»  Esq,,  having  declined  a  re-election  to  the  office 
'President,  —  voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Corpora- 
^fion  be  presented  to  him  for  the  performance  of  those 
ipersonal  services,  and  the  exercise  of  that  influence 
[with  the  community  in  favor  of  the  institution,  to 
libich  it  is  so  largely  indebted  for  its  present  state  of 
pro!*perity/'     Abbott  Lawrence  and  Edward  II.  Rob- 
bins,  Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  and  Ben- 
jjimiu   D.  Greene   and    Francis  J.   Oliver.    Trustees 
I  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Visitors,  having  declined  a 
re-election,  were  severally  thanked  for  their  semces. 
Cliarles   Amoi^    and    Samuel    Lawrence    were    then 
elected  by  the  Corporation,  and  Henry  Edwards  atid 
Bobert  G*  Shaw  were  subsequently  chosen  by  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  be  Trustees ;  and  the  Corpora- 
tion was  now  organized  by  the  choice  of  Ebenezer 
Francis,  President,  and  Samuel  Appleton,  Vice-Presi- 
diut;   and,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  Feb.  7, 
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George  Bond,  Esq.,  was  made  Chairman.  Dn  Wins- 
low  Lewis,  jun,,  was  appointed  a  Consulting  Surgeon 
in  place  of  Dr.  John  B.  Brown,  No  other  change 
was  made  in  any  of  the  appointments. 

Mr.  Hallet  made  application  to  purchase  a  free 
bed  for  life;  and,  on  Feb,  21,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
l>ointed  to  consider  that  general  subject.  On  March  6^ 
the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  were  requested  to  report 
a  system  of  diet  for  the  patients ;  and,  on  March  20, 
their  report  was  presented  accordingly.  Messrs.  Eliot 
and  Thorndike  were  then  appointed  a  Committee  to 
make  an  additional  purchase  of  land  near  the  Asjlura, 
for  a  price  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
April  8,  it  was  ''  voted  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  be  paid  to  Dr.  Augustus  A.  Gould, 
in  full  for  his  services  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Hospital  in  the  year  1829;  and  that  the  Secretary 
transmit  to  Dr.  Gould  a  copy  of  this  vote,  with  the 
assurance  that  it  has  been  through  inadvertence  only 
that  no  earlier  action  has  been  had  on  the  subject/' 
April  24,  certain  new  rules  were  adopted  as  to  the 
admission  of  patients  at  the  Hospital  May  H,  Mr. 
Bowditch  resigned  the  office  of  Secretary,  which  he 
had  held  during  nine  years ;  and,  May  22,  \Villiam 
Gray,  Esq.,  was  elected  his  successor. 

On  June  5.  the  price  of  free  beds  for  life  was  fixed 
at  such  a  sum  as  would  be  required  by  the   annuity 
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tables  to  purchase  an  annuity  of  one  hnndred  dollars. 
In  Jaly,  a  bequest  of  Susan  Richardson  was  received, 
for  the  support  of  female  free  patients,  amounting  to 
$250-  July  5,  Mr,  Eliot  was  appointed  a  Committee 
to  confer  with  l>r.  Lee,  **  to  hire  or  purchase  a  piano- 
forte for  the  Asylum,  with  appropriate  music,"  Mr, 
Eliot  and  Mr.  Lawrence  were  chosen  a  Committee 
to  purchase  a  billiard  table  for  the  Asylum,  if  they 
should  consider  it  expedient.  Both  were  purchased. 
July  8,  Dr.  John  Ware  tendered  his  resignation  as  a 
Physician  of  the  Hospital,  which  was  accepted, — 
the  Board  taking  occasion  to  express  their  high  sense 
of  the  value  of  his  services ;  and  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow 
was  appointed  his  successor,  and  has  been  annually 
reelected  to  the  present  time.  August  7,  Morrill 
Wyman  was  chosen  House  Physician  ;  and  Samuel 
*arkman,  House  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital,  Aug,  21, 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  rebuilding  the  lodge  for  female  patients  at  the 
Asylum ;  and  the  subject  of  erecting  a  dome  on  the 
new  building  at  the  Asylum  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gray  and  Quincy ;  and,  on  Sept.  4,  six  thousand  dol- 
lars was  appropriated  for  the  same. 

At  a  quarterly  meeting,  Oct,  7,  no  member  of  the 
Board  made  his  appeai^ance.         * 
If    On  Oct.  23,  a  special  meeting  was  called,  in  con- 
sequence   of  the  ilhiess  of   l)r,  Lee.     Ten  members 
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were  present.  Dr.  Jackson  was  requested  to  visit  Dr, 
Lee  at  AVorcester,  accompanied  by  the  Chairman  and 
yiv.  Tuekerraan.  He  died  there,  Oct.  29,  at  Dr. 
Woodward's,  Ou  the  30th,  another  special  meeting 
was  called,  announcing  Dr.  Lee^s  dealh,  at  whicli  a 
vote  was  adopted  for  attending  the  funeral ;  also  the 
following,  prepared  by  Mr.  Eliot,  viz.:  — 

**  Voted,  that  the  Board,  while  submitting  in  sorrow 
to  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  cannot  but  feci 
deeply  the  loss  which  the  institution  under  their  care, 
and  the  public,  have  suffered  in  the  lamented  death 
of  Dr.  Lee.  They  had  known  him  long  enough  to 
appreciate  his  talents,  his  attainments  in  his  profes- 
sion, his  remarkable  and  entire  devotion  to  the  pur- 
suit in  which  he  had  engaged,  the  beautiful  purity  of 
his  character,  the  elevation  of  his  views,  and  the 
propriety  of  the  means  by  which  he  sought  to  attain 
the  most  worthy  objects.  They  have  often  been 
struck  with  the  soundness  of  his  judgment  and  the 
kindness  of  his  manners,  and  have  perceived,  in 
the  institution  of  which  he  was  the  Superintendent, 
the  happy  influence  of  his  professional  skill,  combined 
with  the  cheerfulness  and  gentleness  of  his  deport- 
ment, and  the  piety  which  was  the  habitual  guide  of 
his  life.  After  an  association  of  nearly  two  years  of 
an  intimate  character,  they  can  say  with  truth  that 
they  have  nothing  to  regret  in  their  intercourse  with 
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kim  bat  its  premature  close.  They  had  hoped  to  see 
Ihn  M^I^an  Asylum  long  increasing  in  usefulness 
under  his  care,  and  to  witness  the  extension  of  his 
well-eanied  reputation  for  many  years ;  and  they  can- 
not suffer  him  to  pass  to  the  grave,  without  payin^^ 
It  jast  tribute  to  his  many  admirable  qualities,  and 
Iris  peculiar  iitness  for  the  station  in  which  he  was 
1  placed." 

A  Tote  was  also  adopted,  expressive  of  their  sympa- 

I  iky  for  his  widow,  and  for  defraying  all   expenses  of 

loBlitHt  illness,  and  payment  of  his  salary  to  April  1  ; 

lllio  a  vote    inviting   the   widow    to    remain    at    the 

[iiylum  as   long  as  she  might   think  proi>er.     And 

voted,  **  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  be  pre- 

pd  to  Dr.  Woodward  and   his   family,  for  their 

Iness  and  assiduous  attention  to  Dr.  Lee  during 

fliie  tllai^s  which  terminated  in  his  death/' 

Tins  just  and  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of 

n  Ijcc   renders   any  remark  of  mine   unnecessary. 

le  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  after 

Inofts  of  only  a  few  days. 

Francis  C.  Gray^  Esq.,  resigned  the  office  of  a  Trus- 

B^  iind  was  thanked  for  his  services,     Nov.  6,  the 

subject  of  au  additional  building  at  the  Hospital  was 

dWujMcd.  and  deferred  for  the  present.     The  Super- 

pili*iidcut  was  directed  *'  to  call  on  Mr.  Tappan,  and 

liBfanii  him  that  it  will  not  be  conveiiieut  to  receive 
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into  the  Hospital  the  colored  man  proposed  to  be  sent 
by  him."  Nov.  13,  the  rules  as  to  the  admissioB  of 
patients  were  modified,  and  a  salary  of  $150  estaV 
lished  for  the  office  of  Assistant  Physician. 

On  Dec.  11,  Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell  was  unanimouslT 
elected  Physician  and  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum, 
**  provided   a    Committee    then   appointed,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Eliot  and  Quincy,  shall  be  satisfied  that  he 
will  pursue  the  coui*se  of  moral  and  religious  treat- 
ment of  patients  adopted  by  Dr.  Lee,  and  they  shall 
be    so  satisfied    before  communicating   the    appoint- 
ment."    By  requiring  this  pledge  from  Dr.  Bell,  the 
Tnistees  paid  the  highest  possible  compliment  to  his 
lamented  predecessor.     How  fully  and  admirably  that 
pledge  has  been  redeemed  by  Dr.  Bell  it  is  needles* 
to  mention  in  a  community  where  his  character  and 
ability  are  so  well  known.     It   is  praise  enough  ta 
say,  that  the  mantle  of  Dr.  Wyman  and  Dr.  Lee  couli 
not  have  fallen  on  a   more  worthy  successor.     Thi 
Treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  fifteen  thousani 
dollars.    Dec.  15,  his  Excellency  Edward  Everett  an( 
the   Board  of  Visitors   made    the   annual  visitation. 
Dec.   16,  the  Committee  reported  the   acceptance  of 
Dr,  Bell.     Jan.  1»  1837,  Messrs.  Loring,  Amory,  and 
Tuckerman  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare 
the  annual  report.     Jan.  13,  the  Treasiu^cr  was  au- 
thorized to  renew  a  loan  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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At  the  aunual  meeting,  Jan,  35,  Ebenezer  Francis, 
President,  and  Samuel  Appleton,  Vice-President,  and 
Tuckerman,  Francis  C.  Gray,  and  Josiah 
Quincy,  jun..  Trustees,  severally  declined  a  re-election 
aod  were  thanked  for  their  services.  Edward  Tuck- 
erman, Esq,,  was  chosen  President ;  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Eaq.^  Vice-President  Robert  Hooper,  jun.,  Martin 
Brimmer,  and  Nathaniel  L  Bowditch,  were  elected 
Trastees  in  the  place  of  those  who  had  retired.  The 
Corporation  fully  concurred  in  the  votes  of  the  Trus- 
tees, expressive  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Dr.  Lee, 
imd  of  sympathy  towards  his  widow,  and  directed 
that  those  votes  should  be  pulilishcd  in  the  annual 
report  A  highly  complimentary  vote  was  passed 
respecting  Mr,  Columbus  Tyler,  the  Steward,  for  the 
[)erformance  of  his  increased  duties  since  Dr.  Lee's 
death  ;  and  the  Trustees  were  instructed  to  grant  him 
t  suitable  compensation.  The  Corporation  also  de- 
' lired  the  high  estimation  in  which  they  held  the 
services  of  Mrs.  Lee  and  of  Mrs,  Tyler  in  the  female 
department,  and  ordered  that '"  their  interesting  report 
of  the  organization  and  proceedings  of  the  Belknap 
Sewing  Society  "  should  also  be  published. 

On  Feb.  5,  one  thousand  copies  of  the  annual 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  This  report  is 
drawn  up  by  Charles  G.  Loring,  Esq.,  and  occupies 
8U[  pages^  with  an  appendix  of  twenty  pages  more. 
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It  itates  a  necMRty  (to  this  day  still  existini^)  of  a 
farther  ward  at  the  Hospital  for  the  accommodation 
of  patients   affected   hy  fevers,   erysipelas,   &c-  i- 
apeaks  of  the  erection  of  the  new  Belknap  Ward 
reflecting  great  credit  on  the  architects,  and  on  Mr^ 
M"AIlister,  who   snperintended   its  construction ; 
that  its  estimated  expense  will  not  exceed  forty  thon-1 
sand  dollars  ; — ^  mentions  a  purchase  of  six  acres  ofj 
land  for  about  six  thousand  dollars*     It  pays  a  truly 
feeliug  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Lee,  and  makes  I 
most   honorable    mention   of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler's  | 
services,  under  their  increased  and  arduous  duties^ 
resultuig  from  his   sudden  decease.     It  mentions  the  | 
fortunate  selection  of  Dr.  Bell  as  his  successor.    It  is  < 
throughout    one    of   the    most    able  and    beautifully  j 
written    reports    ever    submitted  to   the    Board,      It] 
closes  ^ith  the  following  paragraph :  — 

**  The  Trufltcea  feel  tlmt  there  is  cause  for  great  gratitude, 

that  this  institution  enjoyed  so  long  the  talents  and  services 
of  tlie  htHiured  individual  (Dr.  Rufue  Wymnn)  whi>se  for- 
tune it  was  to  lay  the  broad  and  deep  foundations  of  its  use- 
fulneafi  and  reputation,  and  whose  invaluable  services  shed 
HO  hriglit  a  lustre  upon  itis  early  history  »  and  that,  when  he 
retired,  cxltausted  by  the  toils  and  responsibilities  of  se\'eu- 
teen  years  devoted  to  its  arduous  duties,  a  successor  was 
given  to  follow  out  his  designs,  to  raise  still  higher  this 
ful»nc  of  benevolence,  and  institute  further  inestimable 
improvements  for  tlic  accomplish  men  t  of  its  great  design. 
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And,  commending  its  destiny  to  the  same  Beneficence 
cli  raised  and  has  hitherto  sustained  it*  they  rely  with 
Etfidence  upon  the  ability  and  devotion  of  him  to  whose 
ion  it  is  now  mainly  intrusted,  that  he  will  prove 
Umself  worthy  the  responsible  station  to  which  he  is  called ; 
md  ttiatt  when  his  labors  shall  be  ended,  his  name  shall  be 
ODiDbered  with  those  of  his  predecessors,  among  the  bene- 
factors of  his  race.'' 

The  patients  at  the  Asylum  were  forty-seven  males, 
females  :    total,    seventj^-seven.       There   had 
discharged  from  the  Hospital,  during  the  year, 
me  hundred  and  fifty-eight  males,  sixty-six  females : 
total,  two  hundred  and  twenty*four.     The  documents 
appended  to  this  report  are  also  unusually  interesting, 
[any  details  and  anecdotes  are  given  in  Mr.  Tyler's 
;port  in  relation  to  the  Asylum. 
The  same  Medical  and  Surgical  Staff  and  heads  of 
^departments  were  re-elected,  except  that  Dr.  John  Jef- 
ies  was  chosen  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis, 
u,  as  one  of  the  Consulting  Surgeons-     Dr.  John 
Lee  was  elected  Assistant  Physician  and  Apothe* 
fcary  at  the  Asylum.     Feb*  19.  Dr  Walker  declining 
to  act  any  longer  as  Consulting  Surgeon,  Dr,  A.  L, 
Peirson,  of  Salem,  was  appointed.     Mr.  Bowditch  and 
1  the  Secretary  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  revise 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  both  institutions  for  pub- 
lication.    The  thanks  of  the  Board  were  presented  to 
Dr,  Abraham  R.  Thompson,  "'  for  his  services  as  Phy- 
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sician  at  the  Asylum  daring  the  illness  and  since  the 
death  of  Dr,  Lee,"  with  the  request  that  he  would 
accept  three  hundred  dollars.  A  grant  of  $250  was 
also  made  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  for  their  extra  ser- 
vices, as  recommended  by  the  Corporation,  April  2, 
the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars.  Messrs.  Araory^  Brimmer,  and  Bow 
ditch  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  increased  expenditmes  at  the  Hospital  and  at  the 
Asylum.  On  April  12,  the  Committee  reported  a 
printed  pamphlet  of  rules  and  regiJations,  which  was 
adopted,  having  been  carefully  read  and  examined 
by  the  Board,  and  also  by  the  Physicians,  &c.,  while 
in  manuscript.  April  19,  a  correspondence  ensued 
between  Dr.  Lewis  and  the  Trustees,  in  respect  to  the 
change  in  the  Board  of  Consulting  Physicians.  The 
reply  of  the  Trustees  states,  that  they  felt  no  doubt 
that  his  skill  and  attainments  in  his  profession  were 
such  as  would  qualify  him  for  the  place ;  and  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  no  injurious  consequences 
would  follow  from  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
exercised  their  discretion. 

April  23,  the  Visiting  Committee,  Messrs.  Lawrence 
and  Eliot,  reported  the  following  vote,  drawn  up  by 
Mr  Eliot,  which  was  adopted:  "  Voted  that  the  Trus- 
tees have  recently  seen,  with  great  pain,  that  a  ^Hola- 
tion  of  the  rules  of  the  institution  by  one  of  its  officers 
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►ecome  the  subject  of  newspaper  animadversion. 
Tn  riB  institution  like  this,  to  which  it  is  so  difficult  to 
.( t,  and  in  which  it  is  so  important  to  command, 
public  confidence,  the  strictest  and  most  scrupulous 
adherence  to  rules,  of  which  the  propriety  is  unques- 
tioned^ is   required  by  a  just  regard  as  well    to  its 
asefulness  to  the  public,  as  to  the  character  of  those 
have  any  agency  in   its  direction   and  control. 
'''    H  re  many  persons  are  connected  in  different  de- 
partments, the  reputation  of  all  is  more  or  less  affected 
by  the  conduct  of  each;  and  all  are  therefore  bound, 
by  respect  for  others  as  well  as  themselves,  to  conduct 
ID  such  a  manner  as  to  give  no  reasonable  ground  of 
compluint     The  Trustees  have  felt  unlimited  confi* 
dence  that  no  officer  of  the  institution  would  expose 
himself  to  just  censure,  and  they  have  on  all  occasions 
been  but  very  slightly  affected  by  remarks  which  they 
have  had  reason  to  believe  were  founded  on  jealousy 
or  misconception.     But  it  is  with  very  different  feel- 
ingB  they   regard  an  accusation  of  violation  of  rule, 
which,  on  inquiry,  proves  to  be  true  ;  and  they  think 
it  due  to  themselves  to  take  serious  notice  of  it,  and 
to  put  on  record  their  denial  of  all  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance   at  the  time  of   its  occurrence,  and  to 
express  their  hope  that  nothing  may  ever  again  re- 
quire a  similar  expression   of  their  feelings.     Lest, 
however,  the  breach  of  confidence  may  be  imagined  to 
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I        be  of  a  more  serious  character  than  it  really  was,  they  I 

I        think  proper  to  state,  that  the  circumstance  to  whichi 

I        they  allude  was  the  employment   of  Dr.  J.  Masonl 

I        Warren,  a  young  man  not  connected  with  the  Hospi^ 

I        tal,  during  the  absence  of  his  father,  whose  turn  itl 

I        was  to  officiate  ; "  and  a  copy  of  this  vote  was  sent  torn 

all  the  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital.  I 

When  it  is  remembered,  that  Dr.  John  C.  Warreni 

had  been  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital  from  its  founda-l 

tion,  —  that  the  Board  had  not  the  slightest  distrust! 

of  the  capacity  of  his  son  to  perform  the  duties  alludedi 

to,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  preceding  vote  is  anJ 

honorable  proof  of  their  vigilance  and  independence,! 

This  son  was  a  few  veal's  afterwards  appointed  one  o^ 

the  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital,  the  duties  of  which  sta-j 

tion  he  has  discharged  with  signal  ability  and  success.! 

A  reply  from  Dr,  Warren,  which  was  of  the  most! 

candid^  manly,  and  appropriate  character,  was  received! 

at  the  next  meeting.     This  censure,  alike  given  audi 

L received  in  a  proper  spirit,  did  but  tend  thenceforth  toj 
strengthen  and  confirm  between  both  parties  feelingn 
of  mutual  confidence,  regard,  and  respect.  m 

May  14,  Dr.  Warren  announcing  bis  intention  of  i 
going  to  Europe,  the  surgical  department  of  the  Uos-I 
pital  was  intrusted  to  Dr.  Hay  ward.  Aug.  13,  Wil-I 
liam  Church  was  chosen  House  Surgeon,  and  Joseph! 
Sargent  Hoiise  Physician,  for  the  ensuing  year.  Sept  \ 
I -^ 
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10,  the  wages  at  the  Hospital  were  ordered  to  be 
duced  by  the  Superintendent  Sept  24,  the  Treas- 
er  was  authorized  to  borrow  twelve  thousand  dol- 

On  Oct.  13,  a  communicatioo  from  Dr.  James  Jack- 

B, by  which  he  resigned  his  situation  as  one  of  the 

bmcians   of   the   Hospital,  having   been   read,  the 

rUbwing    votes,   submitted    by   Mr,  Bow  ditch,   were 

animously  adopted  ;  viz*,  '*  Voted  that  the  Trustees 

iTc  learned  this  determination  of  Dr.  Jackson  with 

Ihe  utmost  regret.    Connected  as  he  has  been  with  the 

dtatiou  from  its  first  establishment,  they  are  well 

irare  how  much  he  has  always  done  to  raise  and 

aintain  its  reputation,  and  to  extend  its  usefulness, 

Possessing    the   purest   and   most  exemplary  private 

acter,  with   talents   and   attainments  which  have 

him  at  the  head  of  the  profession,  and  with  kind 

affable  manners  which  have  won  the  affections  of 

kis  patients  and  conciliated  the  esteem  and  good-will 

of  his  associates,  the  Trustees  cannot  but  regard  his 

retirement  from  the  Hospital  as  a  most  severe  and 

I  lerious  loss.    While  they  accept  his  resignation,  there- 

■are,  they  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  publicly 

to  ackno%vlcdge  that  he  was  among  the  most  active 

&&d  influential  of  the  original  founders  of  the  Hos- 

ipital;    that,  by  an   uniform    course    of  disinterested 

professional  and  personal  service,  he  has  ever  been 

18 
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one  of  its  ablest  officers  and  best  friends  ;  and  that  he 
is  thus,  in  their  opinion,  entitled  to  the  lasting  grati-j 
tnde  of  the  institution  and  of  the  coninnmity.  Voted! 
also,  that,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  respect  of  the  Trus-J 
tees  for  Dr.  Jackson,  a  free  bed  in  the  Hospital  be] 
placed  at  his  disposal  during  life."  Dr,  Enoch  Hale! 
was  then  elected  to  fill  the  situation  thus  vacated. 

A  successor  of  Dr.  Jackson  (Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes)] 
closes  a  humorous  poem  on  the  diflFerence  between] 
being  a  patient  and  a  physician,  with  a  most  feeling! 
tribute  to  his  predecessor.  He  had  been  describing  j 
what  a  physician  ought  to  be,  —  (fne 

'•  Wliose  genial  visit  in  itself  combines 
The  best  of  cordials,  tonic*,  anodjnea* 

Such  is  the  visit  that,  from  day  to  day. 
Sheds  o'er  my  c!i amber  its  benignnnt  ray. 
I  give  his  healtli  who  iierer  cared  to  claim 
Her  babbling  hooiage  from  the  tongue  of  fame : 
Unmoved  by  praise,  he  standi!  by  all  confessed 
The  truest,  noblest,  wisest,  kindest,  best !  " 

On  Nov.  5,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow! 
eighteen  thousand  dollais,  in  part  to  pay  existing  loans,] 
and  in  part,  six  thousand  dollars,  to  defray  current  ex-J 
penses.    Messrs,  Brimmer,  Thomdike,  and  Loring  were] 
appointed  a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Charles- 
town   Branch   Railroad,  and  also  on   the  subject  of 
removing  the   hill   of   gravel  at  the  Asylum,     Nov. 
1 9,  Mr.  Bowditch  was  added  to  this   Railroad  Com- 
mittee. 
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Messrs.  Brimmer  and  Eliot  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee **  to  consider  and  report  what  further  marks  of 
respect  should  be  paid  to  Dr.  Jackson."     On  Dec.  3, 
this  Committee  presented  the  fallowing  report :  "  The 
Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  hav- 
ing received  from  Dr.  Jackson  the  resignation  of  the 
office  he  has  held  since  the  first  establishment  of  the 
institution,  cannot  suffer  a  circumstance  of  so  much 
interest  in  the  history,  of  the  Hospital  to  occur,  with- 
out special  notice  of  it  on  their  records.     It  was,  in 
great  measure,  o%\dng  to  the  active  efforts  of  Dr.  Jack- 
son* and  to  the  general  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  he 
would  interest  himself  in  its  success,  that  this  great 
diarity  was  founded  among  us.     So  strong  and  just 
was  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  his  personal 
and  professional  character,  that  all  suspicions  of  pos- 
sible abuse  in  an  institution  of  the  kind  under  his 
caie  were  speedily  overcome,  and  liberally  disposed 
persons  were  readily  found  to  intrust  to  his  integrity 
and  skill  the  necessary  funds  for  the  foundation  of  an 
establishment  which  should   do   honor   to  the   city. 
From  its  earliest  existence  to  the  present  time,  the 
Hospital  has  been  watched  over  by  Dr  Jackson  with 
a  zeal  and  fidelity  which  could  not  be  surpassed,  and 
H  has  acquired  a  reputation,  and  been  conducted  with  a 
m^  success,  highly  honorable  to  him  and  to  the  other  dis- 
\    tiDguished  professional  gentlemen  with  whom  he  has 
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been  associated.     While  his  direct  influence  on  the 
welfiue  of  the  institution  has  been  thus  decided  and  I 
beneficial,  the  Trustees  cannot  but  consider  as  equally  I 
valuable  the  indirect  influence  of  the  example  of  dis-J 
interested   and   faithful  labor  for  the   general    good! 
which  he  has  given  to  the  profession  and  the  public^ ' 
Under  his  constant  attention,  togethei*  with  that  of) 
the  professional  friends  assembled  around  him,  the 
system  on  which  the  Hospital  is  conducted  has  been  1 
perfected,  till  it  seems,  at  length,  admirably  adapted 
to  the  purposes  for  which  the  institution  was  founded, 
and  promises  to  insure  its  utility  during  all  its  future 
existence.     Long  may  it  continue,  by  doing  good  taj 
all  classes,  to  embalm  the  memory  of  one  who  had  so ' 
large  a  share  in  its  foundation,  and  in  conducting  it  | 
to  its  present  high  rank  ;    and  long  may  this   com- 
munity enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  direct  and  indirect 
influence  of  the  pure,  benevolent,  and  elevated  char- 
acter of  Dn  Jackson  !     The  Trustees,  in  communi* 
eating  this  copy  of  their  record,  take  the  occasion  to 
request  Dr,  Jackson  to  sit  for  his  portiait  to  some 
artist   of  talent,  that  it   may  adorn  the  walls  w^hich 
have  so  often  been  the  witnesses  of  his  disinterested 
labors/'     And  this  report  was  unanimously  accepted* 
A  strong  protest  was,  at  this  meeting,  taken  against 
the   proposed   location    of  the  Charlestown   Branch 
Railroad. 
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Dec.  17,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jackson  was  received, 

nd  the  Chairman  and  Mr.  Eliot  were  appointed  a 

ommittee  to  procure  his  portrait  or  bust  as  they  may 

fit.     Dec.  21  and  22,  his  Excellency  Mr.  Everett 

auad  the  Board  of  Visitors  made  the  annual  visitation. 

lleBsrs*  Hooper  and  Bowditch  were  appointed  a  Com- 

titlee  to  prepare  the  annual  report.     Jan.  12,  1828, 

be  Treasurer  was  uuthorized  to  boiTow  twenty  thou- 

dollarSf  as  a  substitute  for  loans  formerly  author - 

lied.     Jaa.  17,  leave  of  absence  w^as  granted  to  Dr. 

Bradford  to  visit  Philadelphia. 

The  annual  report  at  the  close  of  this  period 
Botfees  the  proceedings  on  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Jack- 
win,  and  speaks  of  him  as  "  one  who,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties,  has  left  a  bright  example  to  all 
who  may  succeed  him,  and  whose  name  will  never  be 
mentioned  by  the  friends  of  the  Hospital  but  ^\ith 
affection  and  gratitude  ; "  mentions  the  completion  of 
the  Belknap  Ward  at  a  cost  of  143,500,  the  estimates 
being  forty  thousand  dollars,  —  that  the  institution  is 
thus  enabled  to  accommodate  fift)^  additional  boarders, 
and  can  therefore,  to  a  certain  extent,  hereafter  receive 
such  as  are  known  to  be  incurable.  It  states  the 
measures  adopted  to  oppose  the  location,  &c.,  of  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Railroad ;  the  creation  of  a  debt 
of  forty  thousand  dollars  ;  the  diminished  income  of 
the  institution  ;  and  the  need  of  a  separate  ward  for 


142  CHANGES    IN    OFFICERS. 

fever-patients  at  the  Hospital.  It  closes  thus:  "  We 
do  not  think  it  expedient  to  make  any  actual  call  for 
subscriptions  at  the  present  time ;  but  we  feel  the 
utmost  confidence  that  such  a  call,  when  made,  will 
be  answered  with  that  liberality  which  our  institution 
has  already  experienced  upon  so  many  former  occa- 
sions*" Six  years  afterwards,  such  a  call  was  made, 
and  it  was  nobly  answered.  This  report  occupies  five 
pages,  and  with  its  appendix  thirty  pages.  From 
this  pamphlet  we  learn  that  at  the  Hospital  there 
were  discharged  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  males, 
seventy  females,  —  total ,  two  hundred  and  six;  and 
that  there  were  received  at  the  Asylum,  during  the 
year,  sixty- three  males,  fifty-seven  females.  The  first 
report  ever  presented  by  Dr.  Bell  is  one  of  thi 
accompanying  documents.  It  gives  a  very  able*  in» 
teresting,  and  satisfactory  view  of  his  department  ol 
the  institution.  It  contains  a  table  of  all  the  patients 
received  and  discharged  annually,  from  the  very  comi 
mencement  of  the  Asylum,  with  the  results  of  the  case^ 

SuMMAEY.  —  This  period  of  five  years  was  a  re« 
markable  one  in  many  respects.  It  embraced  very 
numerous  changes  among  the  officers  of  the  institu* 
tion.  The  truly  momentous  event  of  the  resign atiou 
of  Dr.  Wyman,  the  fortunate  selection  and  premature 
decease  of  his  successor,  Dr.  Lee ;   and  the  appoint- 
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Jnent  of  Dr.  BelK  who  has  so  successfully  matiu-ed  and 
perfected  the  admirable  system  of  both  his  predeces- 
;  llie  resignation  of  Mr*  Bigelow  ;  the  temporary 
tire  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Wyman,  ending  in  the 
licious  selection  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  present  incum- 
bent,—  mark  this  as  a  most  important  era  in  the  His- 
of  the  M'Lean  Asylum.     In  the  Hospital,  also, 
e  long-tried  and  valued  services  of  Mi',  Gurney  hud 
ed,  and    his   place  was   filled    by    Dr.    Bradford, 
retirement   of  Dr.  Jackson  was  indeed   a  loss 
Vhich  the  Trustees  felt  could  never  be  adequately 
•applied,  so  entirely  had  he  identified  himself  with 
k^he    institution    from    its  very  commencement     One 
^Vresident   of  the   Corporation   had   died ;    and   two 
^tifhers,  Mr.  Head    and  Mr.  Francis,  who   had  each 
bef  a  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  among 
the  ablest  and  most  efficient  officers  of  the  institution, 
now  finally  retired.     Mr.  Russell,  after  rendering 
most  valuable   gratuitous   services   during   four- 
teen yeaiis  as  Treasurer,  had  been  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Andrews.     Mr.  Bowditch,  in  the  office  of  Secretary, 
had  been   succeeded   by  Mr.  Gray.     Of   tlie  entire 
Bofttd  of  Tnistees  at  the  beginning  of  this  period, 
ttooe  lemained   except   Mr.    Bond,   the    Chairman ; 
among  4bose  who   liad   retired  being   Mr.   Codman, 
whofle  services  in   the    capacities    of   Secretary  and 
Tnutee  had  been  of  longer  duration  than  tliosc  of 
ujr  of  hiB  associates. 
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The  general  control  of  the  institution ,  and  the 
management  of  both  its  departments,  had  thus,  as 
it  were,  passed  into  entirely  new  hands. 

Only  two  donations,  together  amounting  to  but  one 
thousand  dollars,  seem  to  have  been  received  during 
this  whole  period  of  five  years.  A  new  buildhig  had 
been  erected  at  the  Asylum,  finishing  the  female 
ward,  to  correspond  precisely  with  that  for  male 
patients ;  and,  pursuant  to  a  previous  suggestion 
of  the  Board,  it  had  been  appropriately  named  the 
Belknap  Ward,  in  honor  of  that  munificent  benefac- 
tress of  the  institution,  Miss  Mary  Belknap,  In  the 
erection  of  this  building,  a  debt  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  had  been  contracted^  for  the  payment  of 
which,  however,  ample  means  existed.  The  McLean 
Asylum  continued  to  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  deserve  and  receive  the  entire  approval  of  the 
Trustees  and  of  the  public.  The  Hospital  in  Boston 
was,  during  this  period  also,  conducted  on  the  same 
general  system  as  in  former  years*  It  would  seem, 
indeed,  from  incidental  notices  in  the  records,  that 
there  had  been  occasionally  some  little  temporary  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  between  the  Medical  Officers  and 
the  Superintendent ;  but  the  Board  were  satisfied  that 
both  parties  were  alike  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  of 
doing  their  duty,  and  of  most  effectually  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  institution ;    and  some  slight  and 
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temporary  inconveniences  were,  it   is   believed,  the 
only  result  of  the  occasional  want  of  harmony  among 
its  officers  in   this  department.     And  it   is   due   to 
Dr.  Bradford  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  his 
health,  both  of  body  and  mind,   was    gradually  be- 
coming somewhat  impaired  by  an  alarming,  and,  as 
it  proved,  a  fatal  disorder,  whose  periodical  attacks 
tended  to  render  him  unduly  sensitive  to  the  annoy- 
ances incident  to  his  position.     An  occasional  irrita- 
bility, the  natural  result  of  his  disease,  from  time  to 
time  manifested  itself,  and  was  a  source  of  sincere 
regret   to   those   who  never   ceased    to   respect   and 
regard  him,  and  to  none  more  sincerely  than  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 
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Dbatu  of  Db.  Bradford.  —  Charles  Suknee  elkoted  SnpEniKTfiif]>«| 

EKT.  —  Hia  KEaioNATioif.  —  Jou?f  M.  GooDwijr  CHOSEX  ni9  Suc- 
cessor.^— ^  Index  to  Medical  and  Slthgicai,  Rbcordr.  —  Railroads 

AT     THE    ASYLIM. — ^PjTIFDL    LaKD     DaMAOES.  —  A     WaTISB     BeD* — 

Miss  Bbimmek's  Bequest.  —  John  M'Leax's  Portrait, —  Wa&ren 
FusD.  —  Small  Pox  at  Hospital.  —  Death  of  GEoituE  Bond,  CaAm* 
man  of  tnustees:  his  character  and  services.  —  robert  hoorkb, 
Jdn.,  Chairman.  — Bust  of  Dr.  James  Jackson. 

At  the  anuuRl  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Jan.  24^1 
1838,  Edward  Tuckernian,  President;  Jonathan  Phil-1 
lips,  Vice*President ;  Henry  Andrews,  Treasurer ;  and  j 
William  Gray,  Secretary,  were  severally  re-elected*  i 
William  Appleton  was  elected  by  the  Corporation  a 
Trustee  in  place  of  Charles  G.  Loring ;  and  Thomas 
Lamb  was  subsequently  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Visitors  a  Trustee  in  the  phice  of  John  P.  Thorn- 
dike.  Both  these  gentlemen  had  declined  a  re-elec- 
tion, and  were  thanked  for  their  services.  The  Board 
now  consisted  of  Charles  Amory,  William  Appleton, 
Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch,  Martin  Brimmer,  Thomas  B,  ■ 
Curtis,  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  Robert  Hooper,  jun.,  and 
Samuel  Lawrence,  Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Corpo*  j 
ration ;  George  Bond,  Henry  Edwards^  Thomas  Lamb> 
and  Robert  G*  Shaw,  Trustees  on  the  part  of   the 
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of  Visitors,    It  was  voted,  **  That  the  Corpora 
ioD  entirely  concur  in  the  sentiraents  expressed  by 
_^the  Board  of  Trustees  in  their  votes  adopted  upon 
l^pie  resignation  of  Dr.  Jackson ; "  and  the  same  were 
iirdered  to  be  printed  with  the  annual  report. 

I>is.  James  Jackson,  George  C.  Shattuck,  John 
Randall^  and  John  Ware,  were  chosen  Consulting 
'L)^icians ;  Di-s.  George  B.  Doane,  John  Jeffries, 
bel  L.  Pierson^  and  Solomon  D.  Townsend,  Con- 
ilting  Surgeons.  Drs.  Jacob  Bigelow,  Walter  Chan- 
:,  and  Enoch  Hale,  were  re-elected  Physicians ; 
,  John  C.  Warren  and  George  11  ay  ward,  Sur- 
and  J,  B.  S.  Jackson,  Assistant  or  (since 
cd)  Admitting  Physician.  Feb,  18,  JIi*,  Homer 
Goodhue  was  chosen  Male  Supervisor  at  the  Asylum, 
tod  Miss   Relief  R,   Barber,  Female  Supervisor;   of 

I  which  posts  they  have  always  performed  the  duties 
m  a  most  exemi)lary  manner.  Miss  Barber,  indeed, 
^  a  second  Mrs.  Tvler  March  18,  the  Treasurer 
Vis  authorized  to  borrow  six  thousand  dollars.  April 
13,  the  free  beds  were  reduced  to  twenty-four.  April 
18,  a  billiard-table  was  ordered  for  the  female  patients 
at  the  Asylum.  April  22,  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson 
rwigniiig  his  office.  Dr.  Henry  L  Bowditch  was,  at 
the  next  meeting,  May  6,  elected  his  successor. 
'tily  3,  further  loaus  of  four  thousand  and  six 
rtioiwatid  dollars  were  authorized.     Aug.   9,  Henry 
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J.  Btgelow  was  elected  House  Physician ;  and  Johi 
B,  Johnson,  House   Surgeon,  for  the   year   ensuing*^ 
Sept.  16,  Mr.  Lawrence  resigned  his  office  of  Tras 
tee.     Messrs.   I^amb  and   Bowditch   were  appointed^ 
a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  bequest  of  the  lat 
Ambrose   S,  Courtis ;    to   whom   was    also    rofeiTedj 
on  Sept.  30,  a   proposal  of  the    heirs  at  law  for 
compromise.     Pursuant   to    a   subsequent   report   of 
this    Committee,    one    quarter   part    of   the    bequest] 
was    accepted    in    full    (two    thousand    five    liundred 
dollars),  provided  no  greater  pereentiige  be  paid  tol 
any  other  legatee.     Dec.   16,  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Brimmer  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  annual  re-^ 
port. 

This  report  is  a  pamplilet  of  seven   pages,   withl 
documents    annexed,    making    ten    pages    more.     It 
states  the  illness  of  IJr.  Bradford,  and  his  temporarj 
absence  from  that  cause;  —  '"the  unexampled  difii-1 
culties  of  the  times  ;  *'  —  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  | 
finances;  —  total    receipts    (of    which    $6,740     wasi 
capital),    $16,081;    current    expenses,    f  17,506.24  :j 
excess  of   expenditures,  »$l,425/24;    due   to   Massa-j 
chusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company,  f 50,000  \ 
—  and  the  completion  of  the  Belknap  Ward.     Onc^ 
sentence  was  destined  to  be  strikingly  verified  a  fev 
years  afterwards,  viz. :   ''  The  Massachusetts  General! 
Hospital   has  always  aimed  to  adopt  and    introduced 
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roost   recent   improvements   and   discoveries    in 
cine  and   surgery."     It  mentions  the  increased 
uamber  of  inmates  at  the  Asylum  :  —  the  cure  of  all 
he  recent  cases,  excluding  deaths  and  patients  pre- 
,    tnaltirely  removed.     It  contains  a  very  curious  table, 
H|ii>wtng  the  occupations,  &c.,  of  all  the  male  patients 
at  the  Asylum  for  twenty  years.     Kemaining  in  the 
»Tlum«  Jan.  1,  fifty-eight  males^  thirtj-five  females: 

1,  ninety-three, 

Dec,  30,  thanks  were  voted  to    Dr.  Warren  *'  for 

Itention  in  procuring  instruments  and  medicines/' 

U  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Jan.  23, 

J9,  Samuel  A,  Eliot,  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  and  Sam- 

loiwrence,  having  declined  a  re-election  as  Trus- 

»,  were  severally  thanked  for  their  services  ;    and 

jrge  M*  Dexter,  Francis    C.  Lowell,  and  Henry 

Ilogers  were  chosen  in  their  stead  ;    all  three  of 

ihom  litill    continue  to  be  members  of  the  Board. 

Eliot    had  been  a  very  ejficient  officer.     Many 

f  €f  the  ablest  reports  of  Committees  were  from  his 

In  his  relations  to  this  institution,  he  always 

[dUplayed  his  characteristic  energy  and  independence, 

of  thought   and  action.     At  this  meeting  was 

lpai»ed  tlie  vote  by  which  all  persons  who  have  served, 

\m  shall  hereafter  serve,  as  Trustees,  are  to  be  cou- 

[•idwcd  members  of  the  Corporation.    A  remonstrance 

Wa  ordi^red  against  the  attempt  of  the  Churlestown 
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Branch  Railroad  to  connect  with  the  Worcester  Rail-| 
road,   ^ 

On  Feb,  10,  one  thousand  copies  of  the  annuall 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  Drs.  Bigelow  andj 
Hale  were  re-elected  Physicians  ;  and  Dr,  Ware  was 
chosen  in  place  of  Dr,  Channing,  who  was  thanked | 
for  his  long  and  ftuthful  services.  To  the  two  surJ 
geons  of  last  year  was  now  added  a  third,  IJr.  Solo-i 
mon  I),  Townsend.  Dr,  James  Jackson  and  Drs. 
Shattnck  and  Randall  were  re-elected  Consulting ' 
Physicians ;  and  Dr.  Romans  was  substituted  for  Dr. 
Ware.  On  the  Board  of  Consulting  Surgeons,  DrJ 
Edward  Reynolds  was  elected  in  place  of  Dr,  Town-j 
send.  Messrs.  Bond  and  Brimmer  were  appointed  aj 
Committee  to  procure  the  portrait  of  Dr.  Jackson. 
March  24,  measures  were  ordered  to  protect  the 
Hospital-garden  against  claims  of  air  and  light  from 
windows  opening  thereon.  July  12,  Dr.  Henry  J. 
Bigelow  resigned  as  House  SurgeoUj  and  Mr.  John  F. 
Eustis  was  appointed  to  take  his  place  at  present, 
and  was  chosen  House  Physician  ;  and  Dr.  Christo- 
pher C,  Holmes  was  chosen  House  Surgeon  for  the 
year  ensuhig.  At  this  time,  Messrs.  Bond  and  Bow- 
ditch  w^ere  on  the  Visiting  Coaimittee ;  and  there 
were  but  three  foreigners  in  the  House,  one  paying 
and  two  free.  ^ 

On  Oct.  11,  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Brimmer  w^ere  in- 
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stmcted  to  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  rejecting 
lyphilitic  patients,  or  of  charging  tbem  extra  board  ; 
nod  this  Committee  subsequently  reported,  that  sucli 
patients  should  be  received  only  in  urgent  cases,  and 
!*hould  always  be  charged  double  the  usual  rates  of 
bard ;  and  this  rule  has  ever  since  been  acted  on, 
Messrs.  Bond  and  Bowditch  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  expediency  of  applying  to  tlie 
Sui^ons  for  the  records,  or  for  leave  to  copy  the 
same,  who  at  a  subsequent  meeting  reported  in  favor 
of  such  an  application.  The  Physicians  had  always 
icgarded  their  records  as  the  property  of  the  institu- 
tion. I)r,  Warren,  on  the  contrary,  considered  the 
surgical  records  as  his  own  private  memoranda.  The 
appointment  of  this  Committee,  however,  and  their 
fUggestions  as  to  the  importance  of  the  institution's 
possessing  either  the  originals  of  these  records  or 
copies  of  them,  induced  him  very  cheerfully  to  yield 
up  any  private  claim. 

On  Wednesday,  Oct,  2S,  a  special  meeting  was 
held :  and  the  following  votes,  prepared  by  Mr, 
Bowditch,  were  adopted :  "  It  having  been  announced 
to  the  Board,  that  Gamaliel  Bradford,  M.D.,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  died 
on  Tuesday  forenoon,  after  an  unusually  violent  at- 
tack of  epilepsy,  to  which  disorder  he  had  been  for 
some  time  subject,  ^ — Voted,  that  the  Trustees  would 
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express  to  Mrs,  Bradford  their  sincere  and  respectful 
sympathy  upon    an  event  which   has  thus  suddenly 
taken  from  her  and  her  youu<<  children  an  affection- 
ate  husband  and  father,  and  deprived  this  institutioi 
of  the   services   of  a    zealous    and   faithful   officer. 
By  another  vote,  six  months'   additional  salary  wt 
granted  to  Mrs.  Bradford;  and  she  and  her   family 
were  invited  to  remain  at  the  Hospital  till  the  choicaH 
of  a  new  Superintendent.     And  it  was  further  voted, 
that  the  Trustees  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  d 
ceased   "  as    a    tribute    of    respect    for    his 
character,  and  a  public  acknowled cement  of  his  offi-g 
cial  fidelity/'    Dr.  Parker,  of  lloxbury,  was  requesteo" 
to  act  as  Superintendent  ])ro   tern.     Mrs.  Bradford 
w^s,  by  a  special  vote,  subsequently  continued  in  the 
office  of  Matron  till  the  first  of  April  following ;  \ 
it  may  be  truly  said,  that,  from  the  moment  when 
tii*st  entered  the  Uospital  until  she  left  it,  the  Ti 
tees  felt  the  most  entire  satisfaction  with  the  mode  in 
which  she  had  performed  all  the  arduous  and  respoa^ 
sible    duties    of  her    post.      And    when   she  at  h 
departed,  a  widow,  with  an  interesting  family,  w^hich 
had  been  growing  up  around  her,  she  carried  wit^| 
her  the  respect  and  regai-d  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Board,   and  then'  most  sincere  good  wishes,  which 
have  since  been  happily  realized, 

Nov,  3,  at  this  meeting,  the  Comnuttec 
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records  af  cases  made  their  formal  report,  which  was 
aecepted ;  and  the  House  Physician  and  Surgeon 
ere  directed,  for  the  future,  to  record  all  cases  in 
Jiimed  to  be  prepared  for  that  purpose*  A  perfect 
index  has  been  since  made,  both  to  the  medical 
itid  surgical  records,  so  that  their  entii*e  contents  and 

Elts  are  rendered  at  once  accessible.     Nov.  17,  all 
eys  received  by  the  Superintendent  are  ordered 
>e  deposited  in   some   one   bank,   in   his   name 
Superintendent."     Dec.    15,  Messrs.   Shaw  and 
well  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the 
al  report*     This  report  is  very  brief,  about  five 
,  but  contains  at  the  end  a  report  of  Dr.  Bell, 
ightcen    pages    in    length,   and    other    documents, 
utaking  together  a  pamphlet  of  thirt)^-six  pages.    It 
Wieiirions    the    death    of   Dr.    Bradford,  —  "a   man 
equaily  remarkable  for  sti'ict   integrity  of  purpose, 
and  great  independence  of  judgment ; ''   states  tbat 
*^  Mrs*  Bradford  continues,  for  the  present,  her  valua- 
Me  though  unostentatious  services,  which  have  here- 
tofore  contributed   so    much    to   the   success  of  the 
tttablishment/'    It  shows  that  the  number  of  patients 
treated  this  year  at  the  Hospital  (three  hundred  and 
wtjr-mne)  has  been  less  than  usual.    Of  the  M*Lean 
isjltim  it  remarks,  that  **  it  continues  to  improve ; " 
«iBii  the  Committee  add,  ''  It   would  be  difficult  to 
fed  language   that   w^ould    imply  greater  praise  to 
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those  who  have  the  care  of  it,"     In  this  department  | 
there    were    remaining,   Dec,    31,    sixty-two    males,] 
forty-six  females:  total,  one  hundred  and  eight.     It 
mentions    by  name   all  the  free-bed    donors    of  thej 
year.     Dr*  Bell's  report  is  very  able,  interesting,  ant 
important.     I  will  not  do  him  the  injustice  of  niaking;| 
any  analysis  of  it,  or  giving  any  extracts  from  hit 
statements  and  views.     It  ends  with   the   following 
sentence :  *'  In  closing  this  third  year  of  his  labors 
a  field  of  duty  which  to  him  has  been  one  of  un* 
mingled  enjoyment,  the  Superintendent  cannot  denyJ 
himself  the   satisfaction  of  bearing  his  testimony 
the  devoted,  intelligent,  and  conscientious   co-operaJ 
tion   which   he   has   uniformly  had   from   all   those 
associated  with  him/* 

Dec.  17,  Mr.  Charles  Sumner  was  chosen  Superin- 
tendent.    Dec.    27,   there   were    twenty-nine   males. 
sixteen   females,   in   the   Hospital:    total,   forty-five^ 
The  number  in  July  previous   had  on  one  occasioE 
been  reduced  to  twenty-one,     Dec.  29,  the  Visiting 
Committee  were  authorized  "  to  procure  a  water-bed,! 
if  they  think  proper."     Jan.   10,  1840,  the  number] 
of  free  beds  was  raised  to  thhty-two.     On  the  ISth^j 
the  Visiting  Committee  were  instructed  to  make  ar-j 
raugements  for  Dr.  BclFs  absence,  and  to  continue! 
his  salary.     John  C.   Gray,  Esq.,  was    thanked  for] 
a  donation  of  three  hundred  dollars. 


HOUSE   PHYSICIAI*    AND    SURGEON, 


At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  22,  1840,  the  same 
Board  of  Trustees  were  re-elected,  except  thatEbeiie* 
ler  Chadwick  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Rogers,  then 
aWat  in  Europe,  Feb.  9,  one  thousand  copies  of 
the  annual  report  were  ordered.  Dr.  Ware  was 
thanked  for  his  valuable  services  as  Physician  during 
the  past  year,  his  extensive  private  practice  preveut- 
iiig  him  from  being  able  to  hold  his  office  any  longer  ; 
and  Dr.  J,  B.  S.  Jackson  was  chosen  in  his  stead. 
'ITie  Consulting  Physicians  were  all  re-elected,  as 
were  also  the  Consulting  Surgeons,  except  that  Dr, 
0.  W»  Uolraes  took  the  place  of  Dr.  Doane,  deceased. 
ikMarch  22,  Mr.  Cogswell's  application  for  a  loan  of 
Hlhe  portrait  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Phillips,  for  the 
Hptirpose  of  taking  an  engraWng,  was  granted. 
H  On  April  15,  the  following  vote  was  passed,  which 
Hi  «till  acted  upon:  "That  any  patient  sent  by  a 
'robscriber  for  a  free  bed  at  the  Hospital  shall  be 
admitted,  provided  the  subscriber's  free  bed  be  not 
re-occupied  by  his  order,  notwithstanding  the  vote 
the  number  of  free  beds."  May  17,  the  rules 
the  admission  of  students  at  the  Hospital  were 
odified;  and  it  was  made  henceforth  the  duty  of 
e  Physicians  and  Surgeons  to  nominate  two  persons 
ouso  Physician  and  two  as  House  Surgeon,  one 
nominees  to  be  subsequently  chosen  by  the 
rusieiBs.     This  rule  of  a  double  nomination  is  also 
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Btill  acted  on.     June  l-t,  the  Treasurer  and  Messrs,. 
Dexter  imd  Bowditch  were  appointed  a  Committee] 
respecting   a  new  lease  of  the    Belknap   Estate   ii 
Washington    Street     June   28,   the   Treasurer   wa 
authorized,  with  Mr.  Lambs  concurrence,  to  make 
investments,  or  to  pay  off  part  of  the  existing  debt^J 
July  10,  Messrs.  Brimmer,  Lowell,  and  Bowditch  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  reports  of  French 
and   English    Hospitals,  sent   from   Europe    by   Mr- 
Brimmer*     July  15,  the  officer  called  House  Apothe^^ 
cary  at  the  Asylum  was  ordered  to  be  know^n  as  the" 
Assistant  Physician ;    and  a  grant  was  made  to  Dr. 
Fox  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  "  highly  satisfac-J 
toiy  manner  "  in  which  he  had  performed  his  dutiea] 
during  the  absence  of  Dr.  BelL 

Aug*    16,    1840,  William   A,  Davis    was   elected! 
House  Physician,  and  Elijah  R,  Mears,  House  Sur- 
geon of  the  Hospital,  for  the  year  ensuing.    Aug.  30,] 
the  Committee   reported,  as  the  result   of  their  ex-j 
amination  of  foreign  reports,  that  a  comparison   be' 
instituted  of  the  prices  paid  at  the  Hospital,  at  the 
Asylum,  and  at  the  Worcester  Institution,  for  stores, 
&c,     Sept.  13,  it  was  voted  that  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
M'Lean   be   removed  to    the   M*Leaa   Asylum,  ant 
placed  in  the  oval  room.     It  now  hangs  there.     The 
room   thus   designated  was   the  dancing-hall   in   the 
days  of  the  old  owner j  Mr.  Barrel  1,  and  is  now  th<! 
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room  occupied  by  the  Trustees,  and  for  the  reception 

visitors.     On    Nov.    22,   the    claim    against    the 

lestoivn  Branch  Railroad  was  referred.    Dec,  2U, 

m  Dexter  and  Lamb  were  appointed  to  prepare 

Biiinial  report. 

is  report  is  only  three  pages  long ;  yet  vnth  its 
panying  documents  it  forms  a  pamphlet  of  no 
than  forty-three  pages.  It  mentions  the  increased 
iptions  for  free  beds,  for  which  it  says  "  the 
is  greatly  indebted  to  the  personal  exertions 
Assistant  Physician,  Dr.  Bowditch,"  The  sub- 
Ts  are  also  especially  thanked,  and  a  list  of 
names  is  appended  to  the  report.  The  bequest 
iUm  Brimmer  for  this  object  is  gratefully  acknowl- 
riged.  The  receipt  of  a  dividend  of  one  third  of 
fte  profits  of  the  Life  Insurance  Company  ($20,000) 
aanoanced,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  applied  in  part 
ymeut  of  the  debt  due  that  institution  ;  the  divi- 
Imi  from  the  stock  in  that  institution  being  $7,825. 
riie  total  receipts  of  the  year  were  $41,471.24  ;  total 
ipewtlitures,  ^37,185.26.  The  report  of  Mr.  Sum- 
i«f,  the  Superiatendent  of  the  Hospital,  contains  vari- 
interesting  statistics  and  analyses.  l)i\  licirs 
«port  is  sixteen  pages  long,  besides  eleven  pages 
(  republication  of  extracts  from,  and  documents 
pprnded  to,  his  report  of  two  years  before.  Num- 
of  inmates,  Dec,  31,  sevent)-four  males,  fifty-one 
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females :   total,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.     Total | 
expenses,  f 20,9 19.63.     It   contains  various    tabular 
statements,  showing  the  results  for  the  preceding  five 
years.    It  contrasts  the  slight  personal  restraint  foundJ 
necessary  in  onr  institution  with  that  resorted  to  ini 
similar   establishments    in   Great    Britain,  &c. ;     the 
abuses  of  private   mad-houses  in  that  country,  and 
the  safeguaids  against  like  abuses  here.     This  repor 
of  Dr,  Bell  will   be  found  no  less   interesting    and 
instructive  than  its  predecessors.     Dec.  25,  twenty^ 
two  males,  twenty-five  females^  —  total,  forty-sever 
in  the  Hospital. 

Jan.  15,  1841,  the  number  of  free  beds  for  thf 
quarter  was  fixed  at  tliirty-five,  and  for  the  two  nex| 
quarters  was  to  be  reduced  to  twenty-five.  A  lett 
from  William  D.  Sohier,  Esq.,  was  received  and  read^ 
giving  notice  of  a  bequest  of  five  thousand  dollars  oi 
certain  trusts,  in  the  will  of  Miss  Mary  Anne  Brini'<j 
mer,  which  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Bowditch  and 
Lowell ;  and  at  the  next  meeting,  on  report  of  thia 
Committee^  it  was  voted  to  accept  said  legacy,  ''  upoE 
the  trusts  prescribed  by  her  will,  and  with  the  wis! 
to  carry  into  full  effect  the  benevolent  intentions  o£ 
the  donor.*'  The  purchase  of  certain  lands  near  the^ 
Asylum  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Committee. 

At   the  annual   meeting  of  the  Corporation,  held] 
Jan.  27,  the  same  eight  Trustees  were  re-elected,    TheJ 


MR-    GOODWIK    CHOSEN    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Board  of  Visitors  elected  Ignatius  Sargent  in  place  of 
Hubert  G,  Shaw,  who  had  resigned.  ^Ii*.  Shaw,  not- 
ifithstanding  his  numerous  private  engagements,  had 
zealously  discharged  his  duty  as  one  of  the  Board  for 
the  preceding  five  years.  Feb,  14,  the  Committee 
wre  authorized  to  publish  what  number  of  copies 
lliey  saw  fit  of  the  annual  report.  All  the  Medical 
am!  Surgical  Officers  and  heads  of  depart  men  ts  in 
office  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  re-elected.  Feb. 
28,  Rejoice  Newton,  Esq.,  was  requested  to  take 
ileps  for  collecting  the  amount  due  from  Isaiah 
Thoma.<i's  legacy.  Mr.  Bowditch,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  Miss  Brimmer's  legacy, 
made  ailetailed  report,  which  was  accepted,  —  to  the 
end,  first,  that  a  separate  investment  and  account  of 
the  fund  should  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer,  and  the 
income  yeai'ly  paid  to  the  Superintendent ;  second, 
that,  as  there  were  twenty-four  free  beds  in  the  Hos* 
pital  when  Miss  Brimmer  died  (Oct.  18,  1839),  the 
Board  must  never  establish  a  less  number,  as  in  such 
case  tlie  bequest  would  be  forfeited  ;  and,  third,  that 
im  Jan.  L  1842,  two  permnnent  free  beds  should  be 
r^rlablished,  to  be  called  the  Brimmer  Free  Beds,  to 
I  be  for  ever  maintained  by  the  income  of  said  fund. 
^P  March  21, 1841,CapUiin  Sunnier  having  decided  to 
resign  bis  situation  as  Superintendent,  Mr,  John  M. 
iMxlwin  was   unanimously  elected.     Mr.   Goodwiu, 
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it  will  be  remembered,  had  been,  several  years  beforej 
an  officer  at  the  Asylum.     April  4,  Mr,  Dexter  WJi 
authorized  to  buy  eight  acres  of  land,  at  four  hundred 
dollars  per  acre,  near  the  Asylum,  or  to  hu'e  the  Joj 
F;»rm  at  five  hundred  dollars  a  year  for  five  yearsJ 
A|>iil    16,  the   Brimmer  bequest  the  Treasurer  was | 
authorized  to  invest  in  any  mode  sanctioned  by  he 
will.     The   thanks  of   the   Board  were  presented  to 
Dr.  John  C.  Warren  for  "his  donation  to  the  Hospi-^ 
tal  of  the  records  of  surgical  cases,  which  have  been' 
kept  by  the  Surgeons  of  the   Hospital/'     April  21, 
Mr.  Dexter  reported  that  he   had  bought  the   eight 
acres  of  land  of  the  Lowell  Railroad,  at  five  hundred] 
dolhvrs  per  acre.     This  is  the  lot  at  the  entrance  of 
our  avenue  on  the  right-hand  side,  and  is  now  prob-j 
ably  worth  five  times  as  much  as  it  cost. 

May  9,  Messrs.  Bowditch  and  Dexter  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  settle  the  northerly  line  oi 
the  Belknap  Estate  in  Washington  Street,  with  Mr. 
Gibbs,  the  adjoining  proprietor.  June  6,  the  Visit inj 
Committee,  with  Dr.  Bowditch  the  Assistant  Physi- 
cian, were  directed  to  take  measures  for  preservii: 
the  medical  and  surgical  records,  and  for  bringing 
the  notice  of  the  Trustees  all  cases  of  patients  whc 
had  been  over  three  months  in  the  Hospital.  Aug*  8J 
Ezra  W.  Fletcher  was  elected  House  Physician,  and' 
George  Hayward,  jun.,  House  Surgeon,  for  the  year 
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Oct  20,  1841,  Mr.  Bowditch,  from  the  Committee 

the  Charles  town  Branch  Railroad,  reported  that 

referees.  Judge  Fay  and  Messrs.   Fletcher  and 

ker,  had  awarded  six  hundred  dollars  for  damages 

bich  the  Committee  thought  really  amounted  to  Jive 

Not.  7,  Dr,  Warren  transmitted  a  letter 

ilodng  one  thousand  dollars    as  a  fund   for   the 

iase  of  religious  and  moral  books  to  be  given  to 

tients  on  leading  the  HospitaL     This  donation  was 

Efpted ;    and   Dr*  Warren  was    thanked  "  for  his 

ly,  efficient,  and  continued  interest  in  this  institu- 

his  letter  being  recorded  in  extenso. 

Dec.  5,  Mr.  Ignatius  Sargent  resigned  his  office  of 

8tee,  and  transmitted  a  donation  of  four  hundred 

s,  which   was   suitably  acknowledged    by   the 

who  expressed  their  great  regret  at  losing 

as   an   associate      Dec.   19,   Messrs,  Appleton, 

and   Edwards   were   appointed   a  Committee 

ecting  a  fund  in  aid  of  poor,  insane  patients  who 

deemed  curable.     Messrs.  Amory  and  Chad  wick 

chosen  to  prepare  the  annual   report.      This 

Oft  is   only  four   pages  long,  but,  with   the   ac- 

lying  documents,  makes  a  pamphlet  of  forty 

It  mentions  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sumner ; 

Mr.  John  M.  Goodwin  '*  entered  upon  his  duties 

ly  in  April  last,  and  has  since  performed  the  same 

a  maimer  so  satisfactory  as  to  give  every  reason  to 

21 
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believe  that  the  Board  made  the  best  choice  in  th 
power."  It  mentions  certain  statistics,  as  to  ^ 
beds  for  the  past  three  years,  furnished  by  Dr,  Be 
ditch,  ''  our  most  indefatigable  Assistant  PhysiciBJ 
It  commends  ''  Dr.  Bcirs  most  able  and  elaboil 
report"  to  "  the  careful  perusal  of  all/'  It  states  ( 
present  property  of  the  institution,  deducting  its  dj 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Life  InsuraJ 
Company,  as  about  ninety  thousand  dollars  ;  to 
receipts  of  the  year,  twenty-four  thousand  doUaj 
expenses,  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred  dolli 
Dr.  Bell's  report  fully  justifies  the  commendati 
bestowed  on  it  by  the  Committee.  It  is  twenty-t 
pages  long,  exclusive  of  an  appendix  of  forms 
admission.  It  states  that  the  patients,  Dec.  #31,  wt 
seventy-nine  males,  sixty-three  females:  total,  I 
hundred  and  forty- two.  Messrs,  Bond  and  Bowdi 
were  desired  to  consider  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Surgeon,  and,  on  Jan.  14,  were  discharj 
from  that  duty.  On  Dec.  31,  nineteen  males,  thi 
females,  ^ —  totals  forty-nine,  —  in  Hospital.  | 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation, 
January,  1842,  Marcus  Morton,  jun.,  Esq.,  i 
elected  Secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Gray,  who  ] 
declined  a  re-election.  All  the  Trustees  on  the  | 
of  the  Corporation  were  re-elected  ;  and  Mr.  Hei 
B.  Rogers  was  again  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Visit 
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a  Trustee  in  place  of  Mr.  Sargent,    Feb.  20,  all  the 

Jfodical  and  Surgical  Officers,  and  heads  of  the  two 

dqiartnieuts,  were  severally  re-elected,    April  21,  the 

*alarj'  of  the  Male  Supervisor,  Mr.  Goodhue,  was  raised 

to  five  hundred   dollars,  and  of  the  Female  Super- 

ri$or,Miss  Barber,  to  two  hundi*ed  and  ftfty  dollars,  in 

« 
acknowledgment  of  their  faithful   and   efficient   ser- 

Tices. 

\t  a  special  meeting,  May  3,  it  w^as  voted,  that  the 

Trastees,  under  '*  their  feeling  of  great  anxiety  from 

the  introduction  of  the  small-pox  and  varioloid  into 

tlie  General  Hospital,  hereby  recommend,  that,  until 

tiiese  diseases  are  expelled,  as  few  patients  as  possible 

be  admitted  into  the  Hospital ;  and  that  all  patients 

ho  are  admitted  shall  be  first  informed  of  the  con- 

ilion  of  the  house ;  and  that  the  Visiting  Committee 

E  requested  to  inform  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
this  opinion  of  the  Trustees,  and  to   urge  upon 
em  to  give  such  care  and  directions  as  shall  in 
their  judgment  be   most  effectual  to  prevent   these 
I     diseases  from  spreading  among  the  patients/'     The 
BC'isiting  Committee  and  Mr.  Dexter  were  appointed  a 
HLommittec  to  cleanse,  whitewash,  and  paint  the  Hos- 

■     On  June   5,  we   find  the  following  record,  viz.: 

B^Mr.  Bowditch  proposed  the  following  votes,  which 

were  read  and  adopted :  —  George  Bond,  Esq.,  Chair- 
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Its  interests 
tD  lus  ofictal  duties 
of  all  praise 
imkitioa.     Toled,  ftat  a  copr  of  these  resolutioii 
eitpresm^  the  sease  whirii  this  Board  entertain 
the  esemplaij  Amrmder  and  important   services  of 
their  late  awinriitr^  be  tnuismitted  to  his  widow 
children.** 

Hr.  Bond  had  been  Chairman  of  the  Board 
seven  years.     By  recent  reverses  in  business,  he  ha 
become  bankropt,  and  had  been  prevented  by  illnc 
from  attending  any  meeting  since  Jan.  29.     He  wa 
particnlarly  instrumental  in  the  fortnnate  selection  of 
Dr.  Bell,  and  had  always  taken  an  especial  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Asylum,    He  often  made  visil 
there  in  company  mth  Mrs.  Bond,  and  ever  showed  mf 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  its  inmates*    In  thfl 
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transaction  of  bnsiness,  he  was  uniformly  prompt  and 
attentiTe ;  in  his  intercourse  with  the  Board,  courte- 
008  and  affable.  All  its  members  cherished  towards 
\him  a  strong  feeling  of  personal  regard.  I  trust  that 
it  will  not  be  deemed  a  violation  of  confidence,  if  I 
meBtion,  in  this  connection,  the  interesting  fact,  that 
bis  associates  sent  him,  shortly  before  his  death,  a 
letter  expressive  of  these  their  sentiments,  and  en- 
closing five  hundred  dollai-s  to  defi-ay  his  expenses 
during  a  journey  to  the  South,  in  the  hope  that  his 
health  might  thus  be  restored.  He  died  among 
stningers ;  but  none  can  doubt  that  this  mark  of  atten- 
tion and  friendship,  slight  as  it  was,  must  have  been  be- 
joiid  measure  grateful  to  him,  as  he  was  leaving  those 
fiimfliar  scenes  to  which  he  was  never  to  return. 

At    this    meeting,    May    23,    renewed    admissions 
j^iiito  the  Hospital  were  recommended.    June  3,  two 
^reigners  paying,  two  free ;  two  Americans  paying, 
bt  free :  total,  fourteen, 

June  19,  Mr,  Robert  Hooper,  jun.,  was  elected 
[Chairman.  Jidy  15,  the  Superintendent  was  dhected 
prohibit  the  use  of  tobacco  by  the  patients  within 
^lAc  Aoujte.  It  has  been  since  much  more  stringently 
and  generally  excluded,  Aug.  7,  a  jjermanent  free 
bed  was  established,  called  the  Tucker  Free  Bed,  to 
be  for  ever  maintained  out  of  the  income  of  the 
bequest  of  Miss  Margaret  Tucker,  which  had  just 
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been  receiTed,     William  Henry  Thayer  was  elect 
House    Physician,    and    Edward    B.    Pierson    House] 
Surgeon,  for  the  year  ensuing, 

On  Aug.  21,  1842,  the  Treasurer  was  authoria 
"  to  reimburse  Mr,  Brimmer  the  cost  and  expec 
incurred  by  him  in  procuring  the  marble  bust  of 
Jackson/'     This  bust  is  now  in  the  Trustees'  rooi 
As  a  work  of  art^  it  is  truly  admirable.     It  is  the 
most  speaking  likeness  that  can  be    conceived,      tti 
will  transmit  to  coming  times   the  calm  and  beQ]g''<| 
nant  countenance  of  the  first  Physician  of  the  HospitaL I 
Sept   18,  '*  George  Washington  '*  was  placed  on  a| 
free  bed  from  his  admission,  probably  on  account  of 
his  name.    Dec,  4,  Messrs,  Rogers  and  Andrews 
appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report 

This  report  is  about  twelve  pages  in  length,  and,] 
with  the  documents  appended,  forms  a  pamphlet 
exactly  the  length  of  its  immediate  predecessor,' 
forty  pages.  It  states  the  cost  of  the  Hospital  at 
1145,069,44,  and  of  the  Asylum,  |245,845,98  :  in  all^l 
$390,915.42,  It  states  the  various  sources  of  incomel 
of  the  institution,  and  the  expense  of  each  depart-] 
ment ;  that  the  Asylum  will  henceforth  defray  itsj 
general  current  expenses  [it  has  done  so] ;  that,  Oi 
April  8,  a  case  of  small<pox  occurred  in  the  Hospital,! 
and  two  others  in  the  same  ward  were  attacked  by  it.| 
one  of  whom  died  ;  that  sixteen  cases  of  mild  varioloid  1 
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ocnirred  to  June  1 ;  that  tlie  number  of  patients  was 
reduced  from  sixty-one  to  thirteen,  the  Directors  hav- 
ing forbid  all  admissions  during  this  period.  It  men- 
tions, with  suitable  expressions  of  gratitude,  the 
g^erous  donation  of  one  thousand  dollars  by  Dr. 
John  C.  WaiTen.  In  regard  to  the  Asylum,  it  states 
ilutt  ihe  patients,  on  Dec,  31,  were  eighty-one  males, 
y-two  females:  total,  one  hundred  and  thirty- tlnee. 
It  concurs  with  Dr,  Bell  in  the  opinion,  '*  that  in 
general  health  and  peace,  in  freedom  from  every 
painful  accident,  and  in  its  curative  results,  the 
year  now  completed  will  compare  favorably  with  any 

iirraer  period."     It  especially  commends  the  views 
nibraced  in  his  report,  and  reftas  to  the  interesting 
ircumstance  »that  it  includes  the  results  of  a  period 
f  exactly  twent>-five  years.     This  report  of  Dn  Bell 
ifl  sixteen  pages  long,  besides  an  appendix   of  live 
ges*      The    Committee    close   with   the  following 
utifiil  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  George 
,  E«q. :  *'  Ever  ready  to  devote  his  time,  talents, 
property,  and  influence  to  all  objects  of  public  utility, 
e  mm  the  early  friend  of  this  institution,  and,  by  his 
fidtbful  ^enices   and    prudent  counsels,  contributed 
essentially  to  its  present  prosperity  and  success,    A 
man  of  lofty  principles,  sterling  integxity,  sound  judg- 
nifRt,  and  generous  iraimlses,  his  memory  is  entitled 
to  the  respect  of  all  who  honor  virtue,  or  love  practi- 
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cal  beneTolence.     May  we  not  hope  that  his  example 
will  be  duly  appreciated  and  extensively  fallowed  T '' 

Dec*  30.  thirty-one  males,  nineteen  females,  were] 
in  HospitaL     Jan.  18,  1843,  Mr.  Brimmer  declined  a| 
re-election  as  Trustee,     An  engraving  was  ordered  ol 
the  Asylum  Buildings,     Messrs.  Lamb  and  Bowditchi 
were  appointed  the  Free-bed  Committee. 

But  two   donations  to  the  institution   were  madel 
during  this   period  of  five  years:  Mr.  Courtis's  be-" 
quest,  compromised  at  two   thousand  five   hundred^ 
dollars,  and  Dr.  Warren  s  donation  of  one  thousand 
dollars.     Miss  Tucker's  legacy,  though  now  received^! 
had  been  made  many  years  previously.     At  the  Hos*J 
pital,  the  death  of  the  Superintendent,  Dr,  BradfordJ 
and  the  short  term  of  his  immediate  successor,  Mr.j 
Sumner^  had  been  followed   by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Goodwin.     The  lamented  decease  of  Mr.  Bond] 
had  been  followed  by  the  selection  of  a  most  worthy 
and  able  successor.     The  small*pox,  which  had  beer 
introduced,  fortunately  proved  fatal,  as  is  believed^ J 
in  only  one  instance.     The  pitiful  amount  received, 
under  award  of  referees,  for  land  at  the  Asylum  taken 
by  the  Charlestown  Branch  Railroad,  was  more  than 
compensated   by    the    judicious    purchase    of    other 
additional  laud  in  the  >icinit)'.     Both  departments  of 
the   institution  were  successfully  accomplishing    the 
objects  for  which  they  were  founded. 
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flppurtox  Book  completed  bt  Me.  HooBas.  —  VAniOLOiD  aoaix  in 
Bi^rtfAU  —  M»»  Appleton's  Donation,  Tett  Thousan^d  Dollars. — 
ItftAEL  SCrxsoiff'g  BKQHEftT,  TwENTr   Tbodsakd  Dollars,  —  Sears 

FtkE  BtI>S. —  LAKTlft  m  SOMEBVILLE  TAXED.  —  TwO  WiSGS  ADDED  TO 
1109l*irAL:    hUliSCIUPTlON    OF    SlXTY-TWO    TmOUKAKD    FiVK    HlTNDUKD 

AiD  Fifty  Dollabs.  —  Services  of  Mb.  Ror.Eiis.  —  Miss  Tatloii'» 
Ulsem.  —  Db,   Blll's   Visit   to   Europe  at   REgcEflT  of   Butler 

IliltMTAL,    OF    HhoDK     HlAND.  —  BeqUEST     OF    JoiIK     PaRKKB,     TkH 

TttwrsAKP  Dollars*^ Statue  ot?  Apollo.  —  LviNo-iy  Depvbtmknt 
HMcfjs&KD*  —  Da)(iel  Waldo's  BeqcvEst,  Fortv  Thousand  Dollars, 
'^IHATtf  or  Mb»  Gooiiwisr,  —  Anecdote  of  him,  —  Richard  Uird- 
td    ELECTED.  —  Toiin    OF    Thomas    Oliver. — ^  New    Kitchest    at 

BiMPfTAL. ExLARQkD   MeDICAL  AND    SCBGICAL    StaFF.  —  MeDI«JAL 

JC^^Urftoi.'— Joa?!  RjSDittA3i'8  Bequest,  Ohb  Hundred  Tcousand 
DotLAiui.  —  William  Oliver's,  Fifty  THOtrsAirD  Dollars. —  Out- 
OKHtu  Patikmts,  —  Hospital  Fence,  —  Monument  to  Jeremiah  and 
Mart  Bklknap.  —  Addition  to  Dwellino-IIouse  at  Akylcm, — 
■■QirRsi  or  SaR\u  Clouoh,  a  Domestic  — Ether  Discovery. — 
BcE9ric»f  AT  AaYlitm.  —  Death  of  Several  Patients,  and  of  Two 
CmuiiiHii  OP  Dr.  Bell. 

At  the  anntial  meeting,  Jan.  25,  1843,  the  following 
offieejTS  were  re-elected:  Edward  Tuekerman,  Fresi- 
^deut ;  Jouathan  Phillips,  Vice-President ;  Henry  Au- 
^prefTflf  Treasurer;  Marcus  Morton,  jun,,  Secretary, 
^Khe  eiffht  Trustees  elected  by  the  Corporation  were 
^^|plcs  Amory,  William  T.  Andrews,  Nathaniel  I. 
Bowditch,  George  M.  Dexter,  Robert  Hooper,  jun., 
fnmcis  C.  IiOwelU  Jonathan  Chapman,  and  William 
f*  Otis ;  the  two  last  in  the  place  of  Messrs.  Brim- 
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mer  and  Chad  wick,  who  bad  resigned,  and  v, 
thanked  for  their  services.  Messrs*  Henry  Edwards^ 
Thomas  Lamb,  and  Henry  B.  Rogers  were  re-elected 
by  the  Board  of  Visitors;  and  John  A.  Lowell,  Esq. 
was  chosen  in  place  of  Mr,  Bond,  deceased.  All  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Officers,  and  the  heads  of  thi 
two  departments,  were  re-elected.  Two  thousand  fivd 
hundred  copies  of  the  annual  report  were  ordered 
be  published, 

Messrs.  Bowditch  and  R  C.  Lowell  were  appointed 
a  Committee  respecting  an  application  for  a  new  Life 
Insurance  Charter,  now  before  the  Legislature.    FebJ 
19j  Mr.  Bowditch  was  appointed  to  advise  with  thi 
Treasurer  as  to  investment  of  funds  now  in  his  handsj 
March  5,  the  A^isiting  Committee  were  ordered  tC 
confer  with  Br.  Bell  as  to  procuring  a  clergyman  tc 
officiate  at  the  Asylum.     The  House  Apothecary 
Hospital  was  ordered  to  be  chosen  annually,  at  the 
time   of    the    choice   of    Physicians    and    Surgeons. 
Maich  19,  the  Visiting  Committee  and  Mr.  Bowditch 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  have  tablets  prepared 
with  names  of  the  donors,  to  be  placed  over  such 
free  beds  as  are  supported  from  their  funds,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Briraraer  and  Tucker  free  beds.     This 
was   subsequently   found   to   be   verj^  distasteful    to 
patients,  as  making  an  odious  discrimination  between 
free  and  pay  patients,  and  was  rescinded. 
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On  April  2,  Mr.  Rogers  was  appointed  a  Com- 
[ftittee  "to  complete  the  list  of  subscriptions,  dona- 
s,  and  legacies,  commenced  by  Col.  Joseph  May." 
LprU  19,  Dr.  Chauucey  Booth  was  chosen  Assistant 
lysician  and  Apothecary  at  the  Asylum.  Messrs. 
^xter  and  F.  C.  and  .7.  A.  Lowell  were  appointed  a 
Dommitlee  on  the  subject  of  ventilation,  warming, 
:.,  of  the  Hospital ;  who  subsequently  reported 
5,  with  estimates,  and  were  instructed  to  exe- 
the  same.  May  7,  Messrs.  Bowditch,  Otis,  and 
3ry  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  house-diet 
general  discipline  of  the  Hospital ;  and  Mr. 
Bowditch  was  asked  to  ascertain  the  boundary  of  the 
Hospital  flats,  and  to  take  measures  to  prevent  en- 
croachments. 
On  May  12,  a  special  meeting  was  held,  on  infor- 
ion  that  one  of  the  patients  was  believed  to  be 
of  varioloid ;  and  the  Visiting  Committee  were 
jue^ted  to  wait  on  Dr,  Warren,  ascertain  facts,  and 
9Ct  a-H  they  shall  judge  best.  May  21,  the  Committee 
diet-  &C-,  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted,  and 
iered  to  be  communicated  to  the  Superintendent, 
by  him  to  all  the  other  officers ;  and  it  was 
[voted,  that,  whenever  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
ioers  shall  think  there  is  any  reason  to  suppose 
that  a  patient  is  ill  of  varioloid  or  small-pox,  it  shall 
be  their  duty  forthwith  to  inform  the  Sapeiintendent, 
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to  the  end  that  he  may  take  immediate  measures  to 
remove  such  patient  from  the  institution,  if  he  can 
be  removed  with  safety  ;"  and  a  copy  of  this  vote  was 
sent  to  all  the  officers.  July  2,  a  box  was  ordered  at 
the  Hospital  for  preservation  of  valuable  papers.  Itj 
is  now  kept  in  the  Trustees'  room.  Aug.  20,  John 
Frasier  Head  was  elected  House  Physician  ;  William  i 
E.  Townsend,  House  Surgeon  ;  Charles  K.  AVhipple 
re-elected  Apothecary.  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Dexter  was 
appointed  to  express  to  Mr.  George  Taylor  '*  the 
unanimous  and  decided  opposition  of  the  Trustees 
to  his  project  of  laying  out  a  new  street  through  the] 
Hospital-grounds, 

Mr.  Rogers,  the  Committee  on  the  Book  of  Dona«| 
tions,    reported   that   he   had    completed   the   same. 
His  interesting  letter,  stating  the  difficulties  of  tho^ 
task,  and  showing  how  successfully  they  were  ovc 
come,  is  recorded  in  full ;  and  it  occupies  five  pa 
of  the  record.      He   details   the  various  services  of 
Col,  May ;  and  of  the  early  donors  he  says :  **  Theyj 
belonged  to  every  rank  and  condition  of  life ;  their| 
subscriptions  far  exceeded  in  amount  and   nnmbei 
any  thing  of  the  kind  which,  even  to  this  day,  he 
been  known  in  New  England ;  and  Mr.  May  seems 
have  taken  a  pride  in  recording  their  names,  as  alik< 
honorable  to  themselves  and  to  the  social  and  politi^ 
cal  institutions  under   which   they  lived.*'     It  clc 
with  the  folluwing  interesting  summai'y ;  — 
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twm  tikff  record  ha  now  made  up>  it  nppenrs  llmt 
1,191  persons  subscnbed   to   the   Hospital   and 

Asrfqin $181,269.21 

I  TTicrp  had  Leen  received  from  public  exhibitions, 
coocert^^  atui  iticorporated  bodies,  among  which 
an?  f?»iDpriscHl  twetUy-four  religious  societies, 
IvreJire  towns,  aod  five  benevoteat  assoclatious      ,  1 5,723.36 

Hakijig  a  loUil SI  46,1)1*2.57 

wKidi   atnouiil,   S4 5. 3 73. 54   was    specially  sub- 
scribed for  the  Asylum, 
h  u  I  ML-eii  bequeathed,  devised,  or  given  .     •     .       388,0118.68 
|Ti*<l  from  annual  donations  to  free  beds    .     .     -         46,657.00 


raiftiag  the  gro^s  amount  received  in  various 
wmTH  from  the  pubtici  fmm  the  commencement  to 
lli'  '  md  wirhout  including  the  right  of  the 
1     ^  (I  to  the  profua  of  the  Massurhnsetts 

lAfc  Ixmuranco  Company^  to  the  magnilicent  sum 


$581,748.25 

e  task  thus  completed  by  Mr.  Kogers  wag  most 
mbly  and  satisfactorily  accomplished.  No  report,  in- 
deed, had  ever  been  made  to  this  Board  either  more 
ifying  in  itself,  or  which  more  entitles  the  Com- 
ftee  by  whom  it  was  submitted^  to  the  sincere 
anks  of  the  Trustees  and  of  all  friends  of  the  insti* 
Hon* 

At  the  same  meeting,  it  was  Toted  "  that  the  subject 

Mr.  Lee's  bequest  to  the  Hospital  be  referred  to 

r  Rowditeb,  with  full  powers,"     This,  it  is  believed, 

luted  only  to  certaiti  restrictions  originally  imposed 

ly  Mr.  Ia^^  m  to  selling  the  stocks  which  he  gave. 
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Dec.  3,  a  communication  having  been  received  from] 
William  Appleton,  enclosing  a  check  for  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  as  a  donation  for  the  purpos 
of  affording  aid  to  such  patients  in  the  M'Lean  Asy* 
lum  as  from  straitened  means  might  be  compelled 
leave  the  institution  without  a  perfect  cure,  —  it  wa 
'*  voted  that  the  Trustees  appreciate  highly  the  libeF'^ 
ality  and  wisdom  of  this   act  of  charity,  and  accept 
this  donation  to  be  held  sacred  for  the  special  purpos 
designated  by  the  donor/'     Mr.  Apple  tone's  communi*| 
cation  was  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and  the  amount 
deposited  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  as  '"-  the  Appleton  Fund  for  the  Kelie( 
of  the  Insane ; "  Messrs.  Hooper  and  F.  C,  Lowelll 
being  appointed  to  carry  these  votes  into  effect.     On! 
Dec.  17,  Messrs*  J*  A.  Lowell  and  Otis  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report 

Of  this  document  the  unprecedented  number  of  fourl 
thousand   copies  was  published,  —  a  compliment  taj 
which  it  was  well  entitled.     It  is  twelve  pages  long,] 
and  contains  an  elaborate  report  of  Dr.  Bell,  of  forty- 
two  pages,  making  in  all  a  pamphlet  of  sixty-three| 
pages.     The  report  gives  a  very  satisftictory  view  of 
the  property  of  the  institution.     The  donations  of  the 
year  were  f  10J62.37  ;  the  payment  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  on  the  note  to  the  Life  Insurance  Companj 
leaving  only  a  balance  of  ten  thousand  dollai*s  duej 
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probably  to  be  paid  before  the  report  shall  be  read. 
It  extructs  from  the  donation-book  the  suniiiiary  of 
all  the  donations,  |58 1,748.25.  It  especially  notices 
H&e  welcome  gift  by  Mr.  Appleton  of  the  fund  of  ten 
HUiomand  dollars.  Dr.  Bell's  report  is  one  of  the  most 
Taluable  of  his  satisfactory  annual  communications. 
Appended  to  it  is  a  table,  showing  all  the  results  of 
the  Asylum  from  its  commencement.  Eighty  males 
and  fifty-four  females  remained  in  that  institution  at 
the  dose  of  the  yean  A  brief  report  from  Mr,  Good- 
will, the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  is  published, 
with  the  usual  analyses.  Dec.  29,  thirty-three  males, 
twent\*4wo  females,  in  the  Hospital. 

Dec.  31,  notice  of  annual  meeting  was  ordered  to 

he  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  all  the  members  of  the 

brporation,  so  far  as  he  can  ascertain  them.     Voted 

'*  that  the  present  and  past  Physicians  and  Surgeons 

the  institution  be  requested  to  suggest  to  this  Board 

changes  in  the  management  or  arrangements  of 

e  Hospital,  which  in  their  view  would  increase  its 

usefulness,  and  also  to  express  their  opinion  of  the 

necessity  of  enlarging  the  buildings."     The  result  of 

thb  vote  was   the  enlargement  of   the  Hospital  by 

the   addition   of    two    wings,  eacli   fifty  feet  square. 

JaiL  12,  1844,  the  Superintendent  was  authorized  to 

buy  a  vapor-bath  now  at  the  Hospital ;    and  grunts 

were  made  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  Dr.  Bell,  and 

cme  hundred  each  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler. 
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At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  24,  1844,  Williair* 
^ppleton,  Esq.»  was  elected  President  in  place  otf* 
£dwai-d  Tuckennan,  Esq,,  deceased;  and  Chark 
S,  Storro%v  and  Edward  Wigglesworth,  Trustees  ii 
place  of  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Otis,  who  had  de 
clined  a  re-election,  and  were  thanked  for  their  ser^ 
vices  during  the  past  year.  Feb.  4,  on  the  Baa 
of  Consulting  Physicians,  Joseph  Roby  took  the 
place  of  Dr,  John  Randall,  deceased-  There  wer 
no  other  changes  of  officers.  Two  thousand  fird 
hundred  copies  of  the  report  were  ordered  to 
printed,  t| 

On  Feb.  lb,  Mr,  Bowditch  presented  a  remon^ 
strance  against  a  new  railroad,  prayed  for  near  th€ 
Asyhim,  which  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  Legislature  ;  and  Messrs,  Bowditch  and  j 
Edwards  were  appointed  to  appear  before  the  Com«j 
mittee  of  the  Legislature  in  support  of  the  same. 
This  was  the  Maine  Railroad,  which  the  Trustees] 
succeeded  in  keeping  off  at  a  respectfvl  distance, 
March  3,  fifteen  hundred  additional  copies  were  or- 
dered of  the  report,  niaking  in  all  four  thousand. 

On   March   17\  Messrs.  Amory    and    Rogers  were 
appointed  a  Comuiittee  to  inquire  into  the  facts  rela-^f 
tive  to  a  donation  of   five  thousand  dollars  made  to 
this  institutton  by  David   Sears  in  1817,  and  to  re- 
port.     Certain    alterations    proposed    in    the    female 
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at  the  Asylum,  by  Dr.  Bell,  were  agreed 
fto;  and  the  Steward  was  authorized  to  make  the 
|nme.  The  Treasurer,  and  Messrs*  Bowditch  and 
erter,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  rebuild  the 
ap  Estate  ou  Washington  Street.  A  report  of 
he  Physicians  and  Surgeons  was  received,  and  a 
iiture  meeting  ordered,  at  whieh  their  attendance 
requested ;  Messrs.  Eogers  and  Dexter  being  re- 
qaested  to  bring  the  title-deeds,  plans,  &c.  March 
%.  the  proposed  meeting  took  place,  the  Visiting 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  being  present ;  and  Drs. 
James  Jackson  and  Jo!m  Ware,  past  Physicians- 
Messrs.  Amory  and  Bowditch  were  appointed  a 
Committee  ou  the  subject  of  visits  at  the  Hospitai 
The  Chairman,  J.  A.  Lowell,  and  the  Treasurer, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  respecting  a  legacy 
af  the  late  Israel  Munson.  This  Committee  re- 
ported at  the  next  meeting,  that  they  had  received 
the  same  in  United  States  six  per  cent  stock. 

On  March  31,  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Andrews  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  expend  fifty  dollars  for 
the  formation  of  a  permanent  library  at  the  Hospi- 
tal "  It  appearing,  by  report  of  the  Committee, 
that  in  the  year  1817  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  was  given  to  this  institution  by  David  Sears, 
Esq.,  witli  the  wish  and  intent  on  his  part  that  the 
me  should  be   specially    applied    to   the  relief  of 
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surgical    patients ;    and  whereas   two   free  beds   are  \ 
established   in    the    Hospital,  specially   for    cases    of] 
accident,  —  voted   that   the  said   two    free   beds   be  I 
henceforth  known  as    the  Sears    Free  Beds,'*     The] 
Committee  on  Visits  at  the  Hospital  made  a  detailed 
report,  recommending    alterations    in    the  iides  and 
regulations,  which  were   adopted.      All   title-deeds, 
&c.,  were  ordered   to  be  deposited  with  the  Treas-  ; 
urer.     All   papers    and    plans    as  to  enlargement  of ' 
the  Hospital  were  referred  to  Messrs,  Amory,  Dex-  | 
ter,  and  Storrow. 

On  April  12,  a  vote  was  passed,  expressing  the^ 
gratitude  of  the  Trustees  for  the  munificent  bequest  j 
of  Israel  Mnnson,  and  also  presenting  their  sincere 
thanks  to  Charles  Barnard,  Esq,,  the  executor,  for 
the  prompt  and  satisfiictory  manner  in  which  he 
carried  into  eflFect  the  testator's  provisions  in  favor 
of  this  institution,  Dr,  Hale  was  permitted  to  erect 
a  pole  in  the  Hospital-grounds  for  the  purpose  of 
a  rain-gauge,  Messrs,  Rogers,  Bowditch,  and  Wig- 
gles worth  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider 
the  subject  of  procuring  tablets  of  the  names  of 
benefactors  of  this  institution,  and  to  report  thereon 
to  this  Board.  This  Committee  have  never  yet 
acted,  April  17,  Mr.  Benjamin  Gushing  was 
elected  Apothecary  at  the  Hospital.  Messrs.  Rog- 
ers and    Amory  were  appointed  a   Committee  as   to 
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Phrsicians  charging  fees  to  patients  able  to  pay, 
who  subsequently  reported  in  favor  of  the  same  in 
case  of  out-door  patients.  Messrs.  Bowditeh  and  J. 
A.  Lowell  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  sue  the 
ttiira  of  Somerville,  to  recover  back  a  tax  paid 
under  protest, 

Messrs.  Rogers,  Amory,  Edwards,  and  Andrews 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  solicit  subscriptions 
for  enlarging  the  Hospital.  At  the  next  meeting, 
May  19,  this  Committee  reported  an  address  to  the 
public,  which  was  adopted  ;  and  the  President  and 
other  officers  w^re  requested  to  aid  the  Trustees  in 
regard  to  this  proposed  appeal  ;  and  the  address  was 
ordercd  to  be  signed  by  all  the  officers  aud  the  Trus- 
tees, and  recommitted,  with  authority  to  publish  and 
circulate  the  same. 

This  address  was  accordingly  published  in  a  pam- 
phlet of  fourteen  pages,  and  is  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  typography.  It  commences  with  the  following 
account  of  the  original  subscriptions :  — 

k"  In  the  year  18 IG,  the  Trustees  of  tlie  Massachusetts 
enenil  Hogpitul,  who,  as  early  as  1811,  had  received  ji 
irter  from  the  Commonwealth,  aeconipanietl  by  the  liberal 
grant  of  the* Old  Province  House*  Estate  valued  at  forty 
thousand  dollars^  upon  conilition  that  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  should  be  raised  by  private  subscrip- 
HlioQs ;  and  who,  in  the  hope  of  better  things,  had  struggled 
patiently  on  through  the  long  period  of  non-intercourse,  war. 
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find  comraercial  disaster  that  hut]  intervened,  —  detemiinedj 
to  make  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  institution  over  which 
they  notnmally  [jresided,     Tliey   laid  their  case  before  tlifl 
public.       They    maintained    that    an    establishment    for    the 
alleviation  {ind  cure  t>f  ^the   sick   and  insane' was   needed;! 
and   they  appealed   to   the    intelligence  and    humanity  of  si 
Christian   people   to   supply  the  want.      By  able  statements 
and    addresses,  which   were  extenesivcly  publislied,   and   by 
letters  and  circulars  to  clergymen  of  all  denominations,  anc 
to  private   individuals   of  wealth   and   character   throughout] 
the  Commonwealth,  they  informed  and  awakened  the  general 
mind,  and   created   a  strung  and  widely  extended  sympathy 
for  their  cause. 

^'All  things  having  been  thus  prepared,  they  divided  them- | 
selves  into  four  Committees ;  and,  abandoning  their  private 
affairs  fm'  a  season,  they  went  through  our  streets,  day  after  | 
day,  soliciting  subi^eriptions  from  all  ;  for  they  deenietl  it 
important  that  every  individual  in  the  community  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  contribute  to  a  cliarily  in  which 
each  was   interested. 

"  They  were  greeted  everywhere  with  smiles  and  kind 
expressions ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days,  iheir 
books  exhibited  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  were  afterwards  increased  to 
over  one  hundred  and  tinty-six  thnnsand  dollars.  So  great  _ 
a  result  was  worthy  of  the  intelligence  and  public  spirit  of/f 
Boston  and  of  Massachusetts,  As  a  voluntary  subscription 
from  individuals,  it  is  the  hirgest  that  the  statistics  of  charity 
in  our  country  can  furnish  ;  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
losses  and  embarrassments  wljich  had  preceded,  it  may  be 
regarded  as  extraordinary.  fl 

"As  a  noble  tribute  to  a  work  of  great  utility  and  benevo- 
lence, we  delight  to  record  it  for  the  praise  and  honor  of  the 
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rho  made  it,  and  for  the  just  consideration  and  iinita- 
of  their  children  and  descendants*  It  was  iiiudc  l»y 
Bf  of  all  conditions  of  life,  and  in  sum;^  varying  from 
tltousand  dollarij  to  twenty -five  cents,  —  tlie  gilt  of 
1  {KNIT  black,  whose  name,  as  it  deserves,  is  recorded  with 
oKlier»  on  the  books  of  the  donors*  With  the  prrx^eeds  of 
diis  mnuificcnt  subscription,  the  Trustees  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  Hospital  in  Allen  Street,  and  of  the  Asylum  at 
Somerville.  The  ori^innl  contributors  to  this  fund  liave, 
0ost  of  them,  gone  to  render  up  their  account ;  a  few 
DQored  names  only  remain  ;  but  the  fountain  which  tlieir 
rolence  caused  to  gush  fiirth  .still  continues  to  flow  on 
«n  uninterrupted  stream  of  health  and  comfort  to  many 
auflering  being.  Since  the  connmencement  of  the  first 
uiklingis,  many  noble  bequests  and  donations  have  been 
iweivt?ti  from  various  public-spirited  individuals,  which  have 
suldcd  jjreatly  to  the  size  and  utility  uf  the  institution." 

The  address  states  ably  aud  conclusively  the  in- 
sufEcient  accommodations  of  the  Hospital,  which,  by 
reason  of  the  great  increase  of  the  population  of 
Boston,  only  provides  one  bed  for  every  1,666  indi- 
duals,  while  Paris  provides  one  for  every  'i50  per- 
»ons,  and  London  for  evei^  500;  —  that  the  wealth 
:of  Boston  has  kept  \mce  with  its  population.  It 
mentions  the  intention  of  enlarging  the  Hospital, 
by  wings  fifty  feet  wide,  tifty*seven  feet  deep,  esti- 
mated to  cost  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  notices  the 
cent  bequest  of  Mr.  Munson  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars ;  and  ends  with  the  following  fervent  and 
eloquent  appeal :  — 
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*'  Upon  the  principles  and  for  the  reasons  now  explained  J 
the  Trustees  invite  subscriptions  in  behalf  of  tlie  Hospiial.l 
The  existhig  edifice  betirs  honorable  testimony  to  the  vutue 
and  philaothrui*y  of  our  fatliers ;  and  the  Trustees  will  no| 
suffer  themselves  to  doubt  that  the  result  of  the  presen^ 
effort  will  priive  equally  honorable  to  their  sons  and  &ucJ 
cessors. 

"  To  found  un<l  maintain  institutions  for  the  relief  of  the 
sick  and  afflicted  is  not  only  the  mark  but  the  privilege  at 
civilization  ;  and  he  who  gives  evidence  of  his  faithful  dis 
charge  of  duty  in  this  regard  will  leave  a  memento  of  him^ 
self,  that  shall  outlive  his  generation,  and  be  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  his  children  and  of  every  true  man/* 

A  letter  of  the  six  atteeding  Physicians  and  Sii 
geons,  addressed    to   the   Trustees,  in  favor    of   tliisfl 
project,  is  appended  to  the  report. 

On  June  2j  1844^  Mr.  Dexter  was  asked  to  prepare 
plans  of  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Hospital  with 
detailed  estimates  of  the  expenses,    June  16,  Messrs/ 
Bowditch  and  Dexter  were  appointed  with  full  powera 
to  settle  the  south  boundary  of  the  Belknap  EstateJ 
June  23,  Mr.  Dexter  reported  plans  of  two  additionalj 
wings;    the  Subscription  Committee   reported   prog- 
ress;   and    a    Building   Couimittee    of  five    was    a| 
pointed,  —  viz.  Messi's.  J.  A*  Lowell,  Amory,  Andrews,! 
Rogers,  and  Storrow* 

On  Aug.  18,  Henry  Sargent  was  elected  House 
Physician ;  George  H.  Gay,  House  Surgeon ;  Benja- 
min  Gushing  re  elected  Apothecary.     Five  new  rules] 
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ulatious  were  adopted,  one  of  which  was, 
*•  The  smoking  of  tobacco  is  proliibited  in  the  prcra- 
BS  of  the  Hospital."  The  Committee  on  enlarging 
£he  Hospital  presented  their  report  by  H.  B.  Rogers, 
an  ;  and  the  same,  with  the  appeal  to  the 
blic,  was  recorded  in  exfenso^  occnpying  twenty 
of  the  records.  It  details  in  an  interesting 
ner  the  circumstances  which  led  to  a  conviction 
the  necessity  of  additional  accommodations  ;  the 
intention  to  apply  for  one  new  wing,  to  cost 
enty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  finally  for  two,  to 
lco§t  fifty  thousand  dollars  ;  the  publication  in  several 
newspapers,  and  in  a  pamphlet-form  for  distributionj 
of  an  appeal  to  the  public ;  a  meeting  held,  at  which 
Thomas  H.  Perkins  was  Chairman,  and  J.  Ingersoll 
Bowditch  Secretary ;  resolutions  offered  by  Wil- 
tiam  Gray,  and  cordially  supported  by  Drs.  James 
Jackson,  John  C.  Warren,  and  lion.  Abbott  Law- 
rence ;  resulting  at  last  in  the  noble  contribution  of 
^2,550,  a  result  far  exceeding  the  most  sanguine 
exj>ectations  of  the  Committee,  being  $12,550  more 
even  than  was  sohcited.  And  it  should  always  be 
remembered,  that  it  was  in  an  especial  manner  to  the 
personal  influence  and  exertions  of  ^Ir.  Rogers,  the 
Chairman,  that  tlie  Hospital  is  indebted  for  this 
brilliant  result.  He  was  truly  indefatigable,  ami 
displayed  throughout  on  this  occasion  most  conspicu- 
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ously  the  same  zeal  and  good  judgment  which  had 
heretofore  so  essentially  promoted  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  institution. 

On   Sept,  15,  Messrs.  Andrews    and   Lamb   wer 
appointed   a  Committee,  with  full  powers,  to  obtait 
an  engraving  of  the  Asylum,     It  was  executed   ac^ 
cordingly.      Sept.     29,    Mortimer    B.    Tappan    was 
chosen    Apothecary  in    place  of  Mr,  Gushing,  whc 
resigned ;    and    a    purchase,   for    live    hundred    dol-^ 
hirs  per  acre,  of  land   adjoining  Woodworth's  house 
by  the  Asykim,  was  authorized.     Oct.  IL  Henry  A,  j 
Barrett  was    elected    House    Physician    in    place    of  J 
Henry    Sargent,    who    liad    resigned.      William    PJ 
Gibbs's  request  for  leave   to  open    a  window  upon] 
the  yard  of  the  Belknap  Estate  was   refused.     Nov, I 
3,  certain  changes  were  adopted   in    the  rules   and] 
regulations  of  the  Hospital  respecting  the  attendance 
of  students  on  clinical  lectures  or  surgical  operations 
and  the  issue  of  tickets  of  admission. 

On  Dec.  1,  a  letter  from  Ur.  James  Jackson,] 
recommending  that  Miss  Kebecca  Taylor  be  con-j 
tinued  at  the  Hospital  during  her  sickness,  on  ac-l 
count  of  her  long  and  valuable  services  to  the] 
institution,  was  read;  and  it  was  thereupon  voted,! 
*' that  the  Trustees,  entirely  concurrhig  with  the 
opinions  expressed  by  Dr.  Jackson,  expect  that] 
Miss  Taylor  will  make  tlie   Hospital   her  home  dur- 
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Wilier  sickness ;  and  that  the  Visiting  Coraniittee  com- 
icate  to  her  Dr.  Jacksoa's  letter,  and  the  action 
the  Board  thereon/*  Miss  Taylor  is  still  with 
s^  having  been  in  the  institution  twenty-five  years.* 
lie  highest  praise  that  could  be  bestowed  on  an 
Ittendant  at  the  Hospital  would  be,  that  she  was  as 
good  a  nurse  as  Miss  Taylor,  Dec.  1,  the  Butler  Hos- 
pital, of  Khode  Island^  asking  permission  to  send  Dr. 
bU  to  Europe  for  some  months,  Mr.  Bowditch  was 
equcsted  to  Rend  an  answer  acceding  to  their  re- 
|uest,  and  to  make  the  necessary  arnmgements  with 
)r.  Bell  for  that  purpose.  The  compliment  thus 
lid  to  Dr.  Bell  was  truly  gratifying,  both  to  him  and 
this  institution-  On  Dec.  15,  he  was  authorized 
to  engage  Dr.  Fox  to  assist  Dr.  Booth  during  his 
absetsce  in  Europe*  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lowell  and  Dexter 
irere  appointed  a  Committee,  with  full  powers,  for 
insuring  the  buildings,  both  of  the  Hospital  and 
A$ylum.  A  communication  from  John  D.  Wil- 
liams, as  to  the  construction  of  a  reservoir  at  the 
Hospital,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Dexter, 
<«rtth  full  powers.  The  interest  thus  manifested  by 
Mr.  Williams  was  at  a  later  day  displayed  in  a  mu- 
ificent  bequest  to  the  institution.     Messrs.  Wiggles- 
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worth  and  Andrews  were  appointed  to  prepare  the 
auQtial  report. 

This  report  is  a  brief  one  of  four  pages.     It  mei 
tions  the  payment  of  the  only  remaining  debt  of  th| 
institution,  —  viz.  the  ten  thousand  dollars  due  to  th^ 
Massachusetts?    Hospital    Life   Insurance   Company  j 
the  number  of  patients  at  the  Asylum,  seventy-fiv 
males  and  seventj -seven  females :  total,  one  Imndre 
and  fifty-two.     The  prompt  receipt  of  Mr.  Munson*i 
legacy  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  from  Charles  Bar 
nard,  Esq.,  his  executor,  was  suitably  acknowledgedj 
It  gratefully  announces  the  entire  success  which  hac 
attended  the  application  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
Hospital,  and  subjoins  an  extract  from  Mr.  Rogers'i 
report,  showing  the  particulars  of  the  noble  subscrip-^ 
tioo  which  had  been  obtained.     Dr.  Bells  report  o| 
the  preceding  year  having   been  unusually  full  and 
minute,  his  present  one  is  more  concise  and  general 
It  occupies  ten  pages.     The  whole  forms  a  pamphle(i 
of  twenty-five   pages.      Dec.   27,  twenty-five  males  J 
twenty-eight  females  —  total,  fifty-three  —  in  the  Hos- 
pital. ^ 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  22, 1845,  no  changes 
were  made  in  the  Board  of  Trustees,     At  this  meet 
ing  was  communicated   an  extract  from  the  will   of 
John  Parker,  Esc^.,  by  which,  after  the  decease  of  his 
widow,  a  ten  thousand  dollars*  funtl  is  given  for  the 
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support  of  free  beds,  with  ronditions  similar  to  those 
m  the  will  of  the  late  Miss  Brimmer,  viz.,  that  the 
rrntnber  of  free  beds  in  the  House  at  his  decease  (i.e. 
ItbiitT-seTen)  should  never  be  diminished ;  which  be- 
fqciest  was  gratefully  accepted.      Motions  were  then 
[turce&sively  made   and    rejected,  to  communicate  to 
tUe  exectitors  of  Mr.  Parker  the  number  of  said  beds, 
to  instruct  the  Trustees  never  to  diminish  that 
munber.     On  Feb.  3,  all  the   Medical   nnd   Surgical 
Officers,  and  those  of  the  two  departments,  were  re- 
elected.     Two  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
3nual    report   were   ordered    to   be    ])rinted,       Mr. 
Imory  was  appointed    to   procure  an   index  to    the 
lical  and  surgical  records.     An  Annual  Committee 
18  constituted    to    purchase    books  for  distribution 
under  the  Warren  Fund. 

On  Feb.  16,  the  Farm  School,  having  an  ultimate 
interest  in  the  bequest  of  the  late  John  Parker,  on 
breach    of  condition    by  this   Corporation,  were    in- 
formed of  the  number  of  free  beds  in  the  Hospital  at 
his  decease.     Feb.  25,  the  subject  of  the  expediency 
of  purchasing  the  Joy  Farm  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Storrow,  Dexter,  and  the  Treasurer;    who  reported 
that  the  price  asked,  fifty  thousand  dollars,  rendered 
itiuexpedient  to  purchase^     On  March  2,  the  Visiting 
Committee  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  beds  at  the  Hospital.     March  30, 
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Miss  Taylor's  wages  were  ordered  to  be  paid  in  full 
during  the  period  of  her  sickness,  Hon,  Edward 
Everett  offered  to  the  Hospital  his  statue  of  Apollo ; 
and  the  Trustees  presented  to  him  "  their  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  his  beautiful  gift,  valuable  as  a 
memorial,  that,  amidst  his  arduous  public  duties  in  a 
foreign  country,  Mr.  Everett  feels  an  undiminished 
interest  in  the  charitable  institutions  of  his  native 
land."  On  May  4,  a  bequest  of  one  hundred  dollars 
from  the  late  William  Russell  was  transmitted,  and 
gratefully  accepted  by  the  Trustees.  The  money  was 
invested  in  silver  spoons  for  the  Asylum.  A  commu* 
nicatiou  from  Dr.  Warren  on  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing erysipelas  was  received,  and  referred  to  Messrs, 
Dexter  and  Storrow.  June  15,  Mr,  Joseph  Burnett 
was  requested  to  supply  the  Hospital  with  medicines 
for  one  year,  pursuant  to  a  report  of  Messrs.  Rogers 
and  Amory,  recommending  this  arrangement  June 
29,  Messrs.  Hooper  and  J.  A,  Lowell  were  appointed 
a  Finance  Committee  to  advise  the  Treasurer  as  to 
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On  July  11,  a  legacy  of  one  hundred  dollars  from 
the  late  John  Brown,  Esq,,  was  received  and  suitably 
acknowledged-     Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  unfortu^B 
nate  victims  lost  in  the  burning  of  the  ''  Lexington." 
Aug,  3,  a  communication  from  Urs.  Warren  and  Big*l 
clow,  as  to  a  Lying-in  department,  was  referred  to 
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Mewrs*  Rogers,  Amory,  and  F.  C.  Lowell.  Aug.  17, 
John  S.  Flint  was  elected  House  Physician ;  Alfred 
Lambert,  House  Surgeou ;  Francis  A.  Holnian, 
Apothecary.  Mr.  Tappau  had  resigned  in  May. 
Sept*  14,  the  Building  Committee  and  Mr.  Dexter 
e  instructed  to  finish  the  two  new  wings.  Sept. 
Dr.  Bowditch  resigned  his  office  of  Assistant 
Physician;  and,  on  Oct.  10,  Dr.  Samuel  Parkmau 
was  elected  as  his  successor ;  and  the  thanks  of  the 
TfUistees  were  presented  to  Dr.  Bowditch  for  '^  the 
fidelity,  ability,  and  zeal''  with  which  he  had  dis- 
rharged  his  duties.  Messrs.  Amory,  Andrews, 
Jowditch,  Hooper,  and  Rogers  were  appointed  a 
'Committer  to  consider  what  changes  are  rendered 
iieccssary  in  the  discipline  and  organization  of  the 
Io9pitil,  in  consequence  of  its  increased  size.  Mr. 
food  win  8  illness  was  announced,  and  the  Visiting 
^mmittee  were  authorized  to  confer  with  Mr.  Good- 
rin  as  to  procuring  the  services  of  a  temporary 
mntendent.  Nov.  2^  Mr.  Francis  A.  Holman 
enjB^aged  accordingly. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Goodwin,  resigning  his  office  of 
iperintendent  of  the  Hospital,  and  a  letter  from 
Goodmn,  accompanying  it,  were  read ;  and  it 
looted  that  said  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that 
be  Cljairmon  and  Mr.  Andrews  be  a  Committee  to 
^press  to    Mr.  and   Mrs.  Goodwin    the  feelings   of 
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respect  and  sympathy  with  which  the  Board  part  with 
them,  and  to  tender  to  them,  on  behalf  of  the  Trus- 
tees, their  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  present  trials.] 
Mr*  Goodwin's  salary  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  thej 
end    of  six   months  after  the   close  of  the   present] 
quarter. 

The    Treasurer   and   Mi*.    John    A,    Lowell    w^ere] 
appuinted  a  Committee  to  receive  the  legacy  of  the 
late  Daniel  Waldo*     Tbc  Committee  on  the  subject] 
of  a  Lying-in  Hospital  reported  unfavorably,  and  their  I 
report   was    unanimously    accepted.       Nov.    IR,    the 

Lextract  from  Mr,  Waldo's  will,  which  gives  the  mu-j 
nificcnt  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  as  a  fund,  thel 
income  of  which  is  applicable  generally  to  the  be- 
nevolent objects  of  the  institution,  was  laid  before  the 
Board ;  and  the  Chairman  and  Mr.  Edwards  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  make  a  suitable  expression 
of  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees. 

r      This  Committer  were  also  requested  to  obtain,  if 
possil>le,  portraits  of  Mr.  Waldo  aud    Mr.   Munson 

ffor  this  institution.  The  portraits  of  these  two 
donors  were  procured  accordingly,  and  are  now  in  the 
Trustees*  room  at  the  Hospital,  by  the  side  of  tho 
earlier  benefactors  of  the  institution,  the  example  of 
^hose  liberality  they  had  so  nobly  imitated.  Nov.  Ifi, 
grant  of  three  hundred  dollars  was  made  to    Dr. 

fJohn  Fox  for  his  services  during  Dr.  Bells  visit  to 
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nropp.   Rirhard  Girdler,  of  IMai  blehead,  was  elected 
'ndent   in   place    of   Mr.    Goodwin,   with    a 
:  irj  of  one  thousand  dollars, 

\  special  meeting  was  held    Nov.  26 ;    and   the 

all  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  the  late  Superintendent,  being 

unced,  it  was  '*  voted  that,  the  Trnstees  having  on 

lieccnt  occasion  expressed  to  Mr.  Goodwin  the  high 

f  entertained  by  them  of  his  official  integrity  and 

ility.  would  now  respcctfidly  assure  Mrs.  Goodwin 

'their  sympathy  for  her  and  her  children,  who  by 

lii  c?eut  hare  lost  one  so  deservedly  dear  to  them. 

that  this  Board    will  be  happy  to  unite  in  a 

Be  tribute  of  respect  for  the  deceased,  by  attending 

ffunoral  services/'     And  copies  of  these  votes  were 

Hunicated  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Goodwin  was  a  person  of  cultivation  and  re- 

eut,  of  great   private  #)rth,  and  of  the    most 

aad  amiable   disposition ;    somewhat   wanting, 

ips,  in    that    energy  which    had    characterized 

►  predecessor,  Mr.  Gurney.       Jlrs.  Goodwin,  like 

bmbaiid,  had    always   taken  a  deep    interest  in 

palientH,  and    endeavored    by    all    the  means  iu 

power  to  promote  their  comfort  and  welfare* 

About  a   week   before    Mr,    Goodwin's   death,    1 

[«fcd  to  see  him.      He  was  seated  in  an  arm-chair, 

Hbe  Trustees'  room.    It  was  one  of  the  most  churm- 

dajs   of    the    "-  Indian    sinnmer/'      The   south- 
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west  wind,  cooled    by    its    passage    over    the    waterJ 
was  admitted    freely    through    the  open  wiudow^s  ol 
tlie  apartment.     Pleasure  carriages  and  loaded  vehi-^ 
cles,  in   a   ceaseless   procession,  were   seen    moving 
nijiidly    or   slowly    along   the  street,  and  across    th€ 
bridge    to    which    it   led.       The    river    was    studded] 
with  sail-boats  and  other  vessels.     The  distant  humj 
of  voices,  as    it   arose  upon    the    ear,  was    drowned] 
by   the  merry  laugh  of   children   just  released  from] 
tlie    neighboring    school.      Around    us  were    all   the^ 
varied  activities  of  a  great  city,  its  full  tide  of  busi- 
ness   and    of  hajipincsj^.       In    that    quiet   room    sat 
an   old    and    a    dying    man,   consciously  looking,  al-j 
most  for  the  last  time,  and  with  a  pensive  interest, 
upon   a    scone    in  which    he  was    never    more  to  be 
an   actor*     He  reached    out  his   hand,  and  said,  '*  I 
w^as  thiuking   of   how#ittle    importance  man    is    to 
his   fellow-man ;    how  slight  an   interruption  to    the 
great    round    of    affairs    results    from  the    death   of 
even    the    highest  among  us.     It  is  wisely  ordered, 
that  only  a  little  circle  of  those  nearest   to  us  will 
be,  and  that  but  for  a  short  time,  conscious  of  our 
departure.        Yet,**    added    he,   ''  to    the     individual 
himself,    how     vast     and     mysterious    the     change  J 
How    inconceivable    that  a  spectacle  like    this   will 
with   me  so  soon  give    place    to   the    darkness    and 
silence  of  the  grave !  " 
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On  Nov,  30,  a  letter  from  Thomas  Oliver  Walker, 
uking  the  Board  to  release  their  right  to  the  family- 
tomb    of  the  late    Thomas  Oliver,  was  referred    to 
Messrs.  Bowditch  and  Edwards.    The  office  of  Treas* 
lirer,  the  duties  of  which  had  always  hitherto  been 
perfortued   gratuitously,  had  now  become  very  oner- 
,Ous ;  and  it  w^as  voted  that  there  should  be  attached 
to  it   henceforth    a    salary  of   five    hnndrcd  dollars. 
One   hundred   dollars  was   granted   to    Mr*  Ilolman 
for  his  services  as  Superintendent  during  the  illness 
of  Mr.   Goodwin.     A  free  bed    for  life,  was    placed 
at  the    disposal    of    John    Tappan,  Esq,,    who    was 
oue  of   the    executors  of    the    late   Daniel    Waldo, 
Bee.  14,  the    Committee   on  Mr,    Oliver's  tomb  re- 
ported by  Mr,  Bowditch.  **  that  said  tomb  is  held  by 
this  Corporation,  not  as  their  property,  but  in  trust 
as  the  burial-place  of  Mr.  Oliver  and    his    family." 
I     Mr.    J.    A.    Lowell    w^as    requested    to    advise    the 
Treasurer  as    to    investment  of  the    Waldo    Fund. 
,     Messrs.  Storrow  and  Amory  were  appointed  to  pre- 
B^are  the  annual  report.      This  report,  like  its  immc- 
Bliate  predecessor,  is  quite  brief,  occupying  but  four 
pages,  and  forming,  with    the    accompanying  docu- 
^■lents,  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-five   pages.     It  states 
the  present  property  of  the  institution,  exclusive  of 
grounds    and   buildings,   at   $238,369,91  ;    mentions 
'*  the  receipt  of  ^40,000,  the  munificent  bequest  of 
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the   late   Daniel  AValdo ;  "   alsso   the  extra   dividend  I 
from   the   Life   Insurance    Company.     It   then    pro- 
ceeds :  — 

"Colonel  John  M,   Goodwin,  who  for  many  years  paatj 
had  filled  the  oflSce  of  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  died 
in   November   last,  after   a  short  and  severe  illne«s.     Thaj 
Trustees  take  this  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity! 
and    devotion    to    the    interests    of    the    Hospital    which    he  I 
manifested  throughout  the  period  of  his  connection  with  it. 
During  his  illoesSj  bis  place  was   temporarily  supplied  by] 
Dr*  Hohnan,  the  House  Apothecary  ;  and  it  has  since  been] 
permanently  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Captain   Richardl 
Girdler,  wlio  entered   upon   his  duties  on  the  first  day   oQ 
December  last.     By  this  appointment,  the  Trustees,  to  some 
of  wliom   he  lias  long  been  known,  believe  that  they  Imvel 
secured  the  services  of  a  gentleuian  perfectly  qualified  by  his 
zeal  and  ability  to  promote  the  wellai-^^  of  the  institution." 

The  weekly  expense  of  each  patient  was  five  del*, 
lars  and  fifty-two  cents.  At  the  Asylum,  at  close  of 
the  year,  were  seventy-eight  males,  seventy-three  j 
females.  Dr.  Bell's  report,  which  is  twelve  pagesj 
in  length,  is,  as  usual,  clear,  interesting,  and  satis* 
factory.  Dec.  25,  twenty- two  males  and  twenty*^ 
seven  females  were  in  the  Hospital. 

On  Dec.  28,  a  communication  that  windows  had 
been  opened  over  the   Belknap  Estate  was  referred' 
to  Mr.   Bowditch    and   the   Treasurer.      The    Com- 
mittee  appointed   Oct.   U)   reported  a  new  draft 
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tie  rales  and  regulatious,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
I  printed ;    and,  by  a  subsequent  vote,  the  number  of 
copies  was  fixed  at  two  thousand.     Jan.   16,  1846, 
an  application   of    the  widow   of  the    late    George 
[Ballet,  to  purchase  a  free  bed  for  life,  was  referred 
|lo  the  Standing  Committee  on  Free  Beds,  with  full 
ipower.     At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  28,  1846,  the 
rpmposed  alterations  in  the  by-laws,  received  by  the 
[Tmstees,    were    adopted,        Theodore     Lyman   was 
[elected  Vice-President  in  place  of  Jonathan  Phillips, 
[and  J.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Esq.,  a  Trustee  in  place 
'of  Mr.  Storrow,  who  severally  declined,     Mr,  William 
W.  Stone^was  subsequently  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Visitors   a   Trustee    in    place    of.  Henry    Edwards, 
Votes  of  thanks  were  adopted  by    the  Corporation, 
acknowledging   the   services   of  the   gentlemen  Avho 
llms  retired*     Mr.  Phillips  was  son  of  our  first  Presi- 
deat  and  earliest  benefactor  ;   and  he  bad  served  as 
Trustee  for  sixteen  years.      Mr.   Edwards  had  like- 
wise   been   an  active  member  of  the  Board  for  ten 
years.     Among  the  changes  introduced  by  the  new 
rules  and  regulations,  and  rendered  necessary  by  the 
enlargement  of  the  Hospital,  was  the  increase  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Staff, 

Feb.  1,  there  were  elected,  as  a  Board  of  Consulta- 
tion, Di-s.  James  Jackson,  George  C,  Shattuck,  John 
Jeffries,  and  Edward  Reynolds.    Visiting  Physicians, 


194      EICHABD  GIRDLEB,  SUPEBINTE5DENT* 

the  late  Daniel  Waldo ;  "  also  the  extra  dividend] 
from  the  Life  Insurance  Company,  It  then  pro-j 
ceeds :  — 

"Colonel  Jolm  M*  Goodwin,  who  for  many  yeara  pas 
had  filled  the  oflSce  of  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital «  died 
in   November  last,  after   a  short  and   severe  illness.     The 
Trostees  take  this  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity 
and    devotion    to    the    interests    of    the    Hospital    which    he 
manifested  throughout  the  period  of  his  connection  with  it 
During   his  illness,   his   place  was   temporarily  supplied  h 
Dr.  Hohnan,  the  House  Apothecary;  and  it  has  since  been 
permanently  filled  by   the   appointment  of  Captain    Richard 
Girdler,  who  entered   upon   his  duties  on  the  first  day  o 
December  last.     By  this  appointment,  tlie  Trustees,  to  soi 
of  whom   he   has   long  been  known,  believe  that  thoj  liav 
secured  the  services  of  a  gentleman  perfectly  qualified  by  hisj 
zeal  and  ability  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  institution," 

The  weekly  expense  of  each  patient  was  five  dol 
lai*s  and  lift)-two  cents.  At  the  Asylum,  at  close  o 
the  year,  were  seventy-eight  males,  seventy-thre 
females.  Dr.  BeH's  report,  which  is  twelve  page 
in  length,  is,  as  usual,  clear,  interesting,  and  satis 
factory.  Dec.  25,  twenty-two  males  and  twenty 
seven  females  were  in  the  Hospital, 

On  Dec.  28,  a  communication  that  wmdows  had 
been  opened  over  the  Belknap  Estate  was  referrec^ 
to  Mr.   Bowditch   and   the   Treasiu'er.      The    Com* 
mittee   appointed   Oct,   10  reported  a  new  dri 
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the  rules  and  regulations,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
priated;  and,  by  a  subsequent  vote,  the  number  of 
copies  was  fixed  at  two  thouscind.  Jan,  16,  1846, 
an  application  of  the  widow  of  the  late  George 
Hallet,  to  purchase  a  free  bed  for  life,  was  referred 
ta  the  Standing  Committee  on  Free  Beds,  with  full 
power.  At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  28,  1846,  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  by-laws,  received  by  the 
Trustees,  w^ere  adopted.  Theodore  Lyman  was 
elected  Vice-President  in  place  of  Jonathan  Phillips, 
and  J.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Esq.,  a  Trustee  in  place 
of  Mr.  Storrow,  who  severally  dccHned.  Mr.  William 
W,  Stone^w^as  subsequently  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Visitors  a  Trustee  in  place  of.  Henry  Edwards. 
^Votes  of  thanks  were  adopted  by  the  Corporation, 
acknowledging  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  who 
itha«  retired.  Mr.  Phillips  was  son  of  our  first  Presi- 
dent and  earliest  benefactor  ;   and  ho  had  served  as 

fruistee  for  sixteen  years.      Mr.  Edwards  had  like- 
been   an  active  member  of  the  Board  for  ton 
Among  the  changes  introduced  by  the  new 

\ik%  and  regulations,  and  rendered  necessary  by  the 
Irgement  of  the  Hospital,  was  the  increase  of  the 

ledical  and  Surgical  Staff, 

Feb.  1,  there  were  elected,  as  a  Board  of  Consulta- 
nt DiB.  James  Jackson,  George  C.  Shattuck,  John 
^<^ffrie8,  and  Edward  Reynolds,    Visiting  Physicians, 
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Jacob   Bigelow,  Enoch   Hale,  John   B.   S.   Jacksoi: 
Henry  I.  Bowditch,  John  D.  Fisl^cr,  and  Oliver  Wj 
Holmes ;    the   three   last   being   new  appoint ment8| 
Visiting   Surgeons,    Dis.    John    C.  "Warren,  Georg 
Havward,  Solomon  D,  Townsend,  and  Drs.  Henrv 
Bigelow,  Samuel  Parkman,  and  J.  Mason  Warren; 
the  three  last  being  also  new  appointments.     Admit 
ting  Physician,   Dr.   William   Henry  Thayer. 
officers  of  the    two  departments  were   severally  re 
elected.     The  salary  of  the  Steward  of  the  Asylnr 
was   raised   to    one    thousand   dollars^     A    Free-be^ 
Standing    Committee   was    appointed,    consisting 
Messrs.   Rogers    and  J.    A.   Lowell :    Committee  o^ 
Warren  Fund,  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Andrews ;  on  tlw 
Book  of  Donations,  Mr.  Rogers  ;  on  Finance,  Messn 
Hooper  and  J.  A.  LowelL     The  subject  of  a  pcndn 
ing  petition  for  a  railroad  from  Waltham  to  the  west 
erly  part  of  Boston  was  referred   to  Mr.  BowditchJ 
with  power  to  employ  counsel  to  oppose  the  samej 
Messrs-  Stevenson  and  J-  A,  Lowell  were  appointed 
to  oppose  any  modification   of  the  charters  for  life 
insurance  which    might   jeopardize   the  interests   of 
this  institution  ;  —  both  which  Committees  reported  a 
satisfactory  result  at  the  next  meeting.     Two   thou-J 
sand  copies  of  the  annual  report  were  ordered   to 
be  printed. 

On  Feb.  22,  in  answer  to  a  communication  of 
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John  C.  Warren,  inquiring  the  views  of  this  Board 
as  to  the  erection  of  a  Medical  College  in  this  \icinity, 
a  Tate  was   passed   "  that  they   cannot   perceive   any 
advantage    to    this   institution   to   arise    therefrom." 
itarch  1 ,  a  safe  was  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  Super- 
intendent at  Hospital.     March  29,  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Bell,  recommendiug  open  fireplaces  in  parts  of  the 
Belknap  Ward  at  the  Asylum,  was  referred  to  the 
Vj3?iting  Committee,     May  3,  Messrs.  Andrews  and 
Dexter  were  appointed  a  Committee  "  to  erect  a  suita- 
ble monument  to  the  memory  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary 
Belknap,  with  full  powers.-'    Five   hundred  dollars 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  IJr,  Bell  for  the  relief 
of  iM)or  patients.     Mr.  Dexter  reported  that  the  nc\v 
wing  would    be   ready  for  occupancy  in   the  present 
week ;  and  the  subject  of  inviting  the  benefactors  to 
visit  the  Hospital  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee-    Such   au   invitation  was  accordingly  issued, 
and  large  numbers  availed  themselves  of  it.    May  17, 
Br.  Beirs  expenses  to  Washington,  to  attend  a  late 
meeting  of  the  Superintendents  of  Insane  Institutions, 
were  ordered  to  be  paid.     The  subject  of  building  a 
new  kitchen,  and  of  ventilating  the  (old)  east  wing  of 
the  Hospital,  was  referred  to  the  Building  Committee, 
who  reported  in  favor  of  both  measures  :   the  esti- 
mated expense  of  the  kitchen,  as   reported  by  Mr. 
Dexter,  being  ten  thousand  dollars. 
On  June  28,  a  certain  gate  erected  by  the  Corpora- 
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eel  of  the  Board  wes  eehie^le^eJ  in  a  letter  firoo 
Dr.   BeD^  so  gmtiffing  to  the    Board   that  it 
ordered  to  be  copied  in  their  records.     The  Supertn* 
tendent  of  the  Hospital  was  andiorized  to  purchase 
chair  on  wheels  for  the  use  i^  the  patients.     Dec.  6^ 
a  copy  of  the  will  of  the  late  John  Redman,  making] 
this   institution  his  residnanr  devisee  (after  certain] 
trusts  which  will  last  during  the  life-time  of  a  son  of  J 
fi   feeble  intellect),  was   laid  before  the  Board ;   and  I 
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thi?^  munificent  bequest  of  what  will  prove  to  be  at 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  most  grate- 
lolly  accepted.  In  \iew  of  his  son's  situation,  he  had 
k&tended  to  leave  all  his  property  to  the  city  ou  cer- 
tain tmsts.  He  consulted  the  late  Hon.  John  IL 
\  u,  who  satisfied  him  that  the  practical  effect  of 
^uch  a  devise  would  merely  be  a  very  slight  reduc- 
of  taites  of  the  citizens,  for  which  no  one  would 
'  .  k  him.  The  whole  property  thus  bequeathed  to 
ds  results  from  the  increased  value  of  the  various 
parcels  of  real  estate  in  Boston,  judiciously  selected 
by  Mr.  Redman,  and  pm'chased  as  from  time  to  time 
he  found  an  opportunity.  Ou  the  back  of  his  will  is 
in  eniimemtion  of  these  estateSj  the  iirst  cost  of  each, 
the  amount  of  mortgage,  and  their  present  estimated 
ralue.  It  is  a  document  which  gives  striking  evi- 
dence  of  the  testator's  sagacity  and  good  judgment.* 


•  Tluc  inemurandum  on  Mr.  Hcdmau's  will  was  as  follows  :■ — 


i^r  ittK^t  Estaio 

^  a«hiii)((ufi  Strt^et 

idiiA  Mfr«?l 

^QDcT  I'lace 

i  ajid  Summer  Street*  t  . 
'EftUite,  Washington  Street 


\m.V0d  Waahin^ton  Streets 
I  Lot,  Woflangtun  Street 

||»tf-e^»l 

r  8iree£    * 

ISoutli  Bridge    .    .    . 


,  Hoxbory 


C«t. 

Value. 

Diflier»i3iec. 

sm.ooo 

§17A>C0 

$l,0tK* 

22, mo 

;50,(XN) 

8,000 

t>U,«KX) 

mxm 

10,000 

iy,t]()u 

*J>.(XKJ 

1,000 

60  .(MX) 

ttO,*j4>0 

2y,,tHX) 

10,000 

16,000 

5.0<NJ 

45,000 

7»,0(W 

S3,000 

22.000 

33,CK>0 

11,000 

ati.otxi 

45.000 

9,000 

25.(XH> 

30,1100 

5,000 

4, [AM) 

4,500 

y,5oo 

15,000 

5,500 

2:jm 

3,U0O 

yoo 

4,im 

•1,GW> 

200 

i,im 

i,im 

500 

2,100 

2,100 

f32SjOO 

$48^,700 

iuovooo 

I  mu  iotd  ftar  f&l,&i8.06|  m&klDff  &  forthsr  galo  of  il4^.M, 
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ANNUAL   REPORT. 


Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Stone  were  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  annual  report. 

This  report  occupies  five  pages,  and  ^vith  the  ac- 
companying documents  forms  a  pamphlet  of  twenty- 
five  pages.  It  states  the  income  of  the  year,  at 
$24,415,52,  and  the  expenses  at  $24j3 18.91 ;  weekly 
expenses  of  each  patient  at  Hospital,  f  6,43  ;  twenty- 
two  out-door  patients  treated  during  the  year;  the 
new  west  wing  finished  and  occupied  since  July  last ; 
the  erection  of  the  new  separate  kitchen.  It  tendei-s 
the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  to  the  annual  subscribers 
for  free  beds  ;  mentions  that  information  had  been 
received  that  Mr.  John  lied  man  had  made  this  insti- 
tution his  residuary  legatee  ;  and  states  that  *'  the  con- 
dition of  the  JI-Lean  Asylum  justifies  its  reputation/' 
Its  expenses  during  the  year  have  been  f  32,892  ;  its 
receipts,  about  $1,300  more  than  that  sum.  Mr, 
Girdler'S  report  occupies  four  piiges,  containing  vari- 
ous interesting  analyses  and  abstracts,  showing  the 
condition  of  the  department  under  his  care.  Dr. 
Bell's  report  occupies  nine  pages*  It  contains  a  table 
of  adndssions  and  results  for  the  last  ten  years.  It 
closes  as  follows :  "  I  cannot  deprive  myself  of  the 
pleasure  of  again  expressing  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  uniformly  intelligent  and  harmonious  mode  in 
which  I  have  been  supported  by  all  those  so  many 
years  associated  witli  mc  in  these  labors." 
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Dec.  20, «'  a  letter  from  I)r,  William  T.  G,  Morton 
offering  to  the  llospital  the  right  to  use  his  discovery 
for  the  alleviation  of  ptiin  in  surgical  operations  was 
read  ;  and  it  %vas  voted  that  the  oifer  of  Dr.  Morton 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
return  the  thanks  of  the  institution  to  Dr.  Morton  in 
behalf  of  this  Board."  The  report  of  Mr.  Rogers 
on  the  subject  of  a  Lying-in  Hospital  was  taken  from 
the  files,  and  loaned  to  Dr.  Ilomans  for  the  use  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Lying  in  Hospital,  It  was  an 
extremely  interesting  and  able  docunient.  Dec.  31, 
in  Hospital  twenty-four  males,  forty-three  females: 
total,  sixty-seven*  Jan.  20,  1847,  a  communication 
ftom  the  State  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  as 
to  their  liability  to  pay  part  of  their  profits  to  the 
Hospital,  was  referred  to  ilessrs.  Stevenson  and  Bow- 
itch. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Jan.  27, 
7,  the  same  officers  were  re-elected  ;  the  Board 
of  Visitors  subsequently  choosing  J.  Wiley  Edmands^ 
,  Trustee  in  place  of  William  W,    Stone,  who 

clined  a  re-election,  and  was  thanked  for  his  ser- 
vices- Feb.  14,  there  was  not  a  single  change  in  any 
of  the  officers  chosen  or  committees  appointed  in  the 
preceding  year.  Two  thousand  copies  were  ordered 
of  the  annual  report.  Feb.  28,  one  of  Oberhausscr  s 
microscopes  was  ordered  to  be  purchased  for  use  of 
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Admitting  Phyaician,  at  the  cost  of  fifty  dollars.     Al 
grant  of  fifty  dollars  was  made  to  I)n  Thayer,  the 
Admitting   Physician,  in  addition  to    his    salary    for] 
the  past  year.   -  March  14,  the  Board  suggest  that  the 
exception  in  the  rules  as  to  the  admission  of  patients,  I 
allowing  the  Physicians  and  Snrgeons  to  send  them^l 
applies  only  to  cases  of  emergency,  where  a  delay  of 
a  few   hours  would    be    attended  with    serious    con-| 
sequences.     This    vote  was    subsequently    rescinded,] 
June  2.      April    26,    twenty-five   dollars   was   voted] 
towards  buying  a  wooden  leg  for  Ann  Kerr,  a  patient] 
in  the  Hospital.     April  21,  five  hundred  dollars  was 
appropriated  towards  aiding  the  poorer  patients  at  the 
Asylum.     May  9,  Messrs.  Dexter  and  Rogers  were! 
appointed  a  Committee  respecting  a  new  fence  round 
the  Hospital-grounds,  with  directions  to  ascertain  the] 
probable  cost,  &c. 

On  May  23,  a  case  of  a  post-mortem  examina- 1 
tion,  alleged  to  have  been  made  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  friends,  was  discussed  ;  and  directions  were  < 
given  to  the  officer  who  had  performed  the  same- 
June  2,  a  special  meeting  was  held,  attended  by  Drs, 
Warren  and  Bigelow ;  and  the  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons were  antliorized  to  make  regulations  as  to 
the  treatment  of  out-door  patients,  and  the  dispens- 
ing of  medicines  to  them.  June  27,  the  new  east 
wing  being  completed^  the  contributors  and  the  pub- 
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lie  were  iovited  to  visit  it.     The  Committee  on  the 

Monument  to  Jeremiah  and  ilary  Belknap  reported, 

at.  after  consultation  with  the   fomily    of  the    de- 

,  they  had  erected  an  appropriate  monument. 

ins  and  estimates  of  a  new  fence  were  submitted 

y  the  Committee  on  that  subject.    Nothing,  however, 

has  yet  been  done :  the  old  and  unsightly  fence  still 

,ds.     A  neighbor  once  said  to  me  :  "  Your  institu- 

ion  always  reminds  me  of  a  fine,  likely-looking  man 

isfigured  by  a  rusty  coat  and  a  ^  shocking  bad  hat/  " 

he    Visiting   Committee's    record  of  July  2,  1847, 

made  up  by  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Bowditch,  has 

'the   following  entry :    "  One  of  our  patients  having 

been  discovered   to  have   the  itchj  Dr.  Holmes  was 

directed  to  discharge  her  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done 

I  with  safety  to  her,  and  was  instructed  never  to  permit 
any  similar  admission.''  On  July  16,  the  entry  is 
piade:  "The  new  east  iving  is  now  open  for  the 
reception  of  patients/'  Aug.  10,  Dr*  Ralph  K.  Jones 
and  John  G.  Sewall  wTre  elected  House  Physicians  ; 
Thomas  Andrews,  jim,,  and  John  C.  Dalton,  jun., 
House  Surgeons  ;    John  E,  JIathavvay,  Apothecary, 

^hoso  salary  is  to  be  (if  he  is  re-elected)  $250  for 
le  first  year,  $300  for  the  second  year,  $350  for  the 
third  year.     Oct  3,  the  salary  of  the  Superintendentj 
^bl  consequence  of  his  increased  duties,  and  the  highly 
acceptable  maimer  in  which  they  were  performed,  was 
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increased,  in  July  1,  to  fifteen  hnndred  dollars.     On 
Oct  15,  the  free  beds  were  now  fixed  at  eighty, 

Nov.   7,  the   Visiting  Committee  reported  against] 
the  word  *'  free  ''  being  added  to  the  tickets  over  the 
beds  of  the  patients,   to  distiiiguisli  ft'ee  from  pay 
patients.     On   Nov.   21,  a  communication  from    Ur. 
Henry  I.  Bawditch,  as  to  the  formation  of  a  Medical] 
Library  at  the  Hospital,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Rogers 
and  Araory,  who  subsequently  recommended  an   ap-j 
propriation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  that] 
purpose.     The  devisees  of  Mr.  Joy  desiring  to  sell 
their  farm,  and  with  a  view  of  testing  the  title,  the] 
Hospital  agreed  to  buy,  and  a  case  was  made  for  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court.     Dec.  5,  a  communication 
was  received  from  the  executors  of  the  late  William 
Oliver ;  and  the  Board  expressed  their  gratitude  for 
his  liberal  bequest      Messrs.  Bowditch  and  Edmands 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to   prepare  the  annual 
report      Dec*    31,   in    Hospital,   thirty-seven   males, 
seventy-seven  females  :   Americans,  fifty-one  ;  foreign- 
ers, sixty-three.    Jan.  14, 1848,  Dr.  Thayer  presented 
the  first  volume  of  his  Index  to  the  Medical  Records, 
and  was  thanked  for  "  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  it  was  executed."    Jan.  19,  a  writ  served  on  the 
Corporation  in  favor  of  William  Sohier  was  referred 
to  Mr.   Bowditch,  wilh  full  powers.      This  was   the 
amicable  suit  to  try  the  title  of  the  Joy  Estate,     Dr. 
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Iyer  to  be  paid  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
er  volume  for  these  records. 


Sethmart.  —  No  similar  previous  period  of  the  his- 

of  the  Hospital  was  in  all  respects  more  brilliant 
ittd  successful  than  that  which  had  now  closed.    The 
ipacity  of  the  Hospital  had   been  doubled  by  the 
"erection   of  two   new  wings   and   the   new  kitchen, 
le  Belknap  Estate  in  Washington  Street  had  been 
^built.     The  noble  public  subscription  of  §62,550  ; 
le  ten  thousand  dollars'  donation  of  Mi\  Appleton  ; 
the  bequests  of  Messrs.  Waldo  and  Munson  of  forty 
■Ihousand  and  tw^enty  thousand  dollars  ;    and  the  be- 
"quests  of  John  Parker,  William   Oliver,  and   John 
Redman,  which,  being  subject  to  life-interests,  have 
,not  yet  been  received,  but  wiiich  will  eventually  be 
en  thousand^  fifty  thousand,  and  one  hundred  thou- 
[•and  dollars  respectively  ;  with  several  other  smaller 
but  gratifying  donations,  —  distinguish  this  period  of 
five  years  from  all  its  predecessors.    The  death  of  one 
faithful  officer  (Mr.  Goodwin)  had  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  highly  acceptable  incumbent.     A 
itting  tribute  of  respect  had  been  paid  to  the  memory 
of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  Belknap.      But,  above  all,  the 
lose  of  this  period  was  signalized  by  the  ether  dis- 
rery.      The  importance  of  this  discovery  induced 
the    Committee   for   preparing   the  annual  report  at 
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this  time  to  give  it  their  especial  consideration,  am 
decides  me  now  to  devote  a  separate  chapter  to  thai 
part  of  their  report.     This  report  is  the  longest  ev 
published  (fifty-four  pages),  making,  with  the  docu- 
ments  attached,  a  pamphlet  of  seventy-two  pages.     1 
alludes  in  the  following  terms  to  several  of  the  mosl 
recent  donations.    Of  John  Redman's  bequest  it  says 
"  As  the  legacy  of  a  Boston  mechanic,  this  will  eve 
be  a  truly  memorable  instance  of  munificence ;   whil 
its  amount  entitles  the  donor  to  be  ranked  among  tin 
very  first  beneflictors  of  this  institution."     After  men- 
tioning the  suitable  acknowledgment  of  Mr.  Oliver') 
bounty,  the  report  proceeds  :  *'  With  no  less  gratitiid 
have  the  Trustees  acknowledged  another  legacy  of  aai 
especially   interesting  character  received  within  thii 
period.     Miss  Sarah  Clough  (for  many  years  a  valueclj 
and  confidential  domestic  in  the  family  of  Joseph  W. 
Revere,  Esq.,  of  this  cit))  bequeathed  to  this  institu- 
tion the  residue  of  her  property,  the  little  savings  ofj 
her  own    personal  labors.      The  amount  which  has 
been  paid  to  the  Treasurer^  pursuant  to  this  bequest, 
is  $599.84.      There  never  has  been  a  donation,  what- 
ever its  magnitude,  more  honorable  either  to  the  donor 
or  to  the  institution*     These  new  evidences  of  sympa- 
thy  and  approval  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  us  all  to 
continued    and   renewed    exertions    in  the  dischai-ge 
of  the   pubhc  trusts    confided   to    us.*'     The  report 
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the   whole  invested   property  of  the  Hospital 

jl  1168,092.88  ;  cost  of  Hospital,  if  249,572.38  ;  and 

the  Asylum,  s|246,850.9S-     It  gives  timehj  notice 

in  A-D.   191ti  the  Province    House  will  revert 

1  the  institution.     It  states  that  the  current  expenses 

the  Hospital  required  f  20,710/25  to  be  paid  from 

be  general  funds.     It  describes  the  present  condition 

the  Hospital  as  follows :  — 


The  condition  of  tlie   IlospitJiI  in  Boston  was  never,  at 
nv  former  period,  more  entirely  satisfactory.     Tlie  cxten- 
liTe  improveraents  wLicli  were  projected  si  few  years  since, 
which    the  munificence    of  the    public    tdone   rendered 
pmcticahle,  are   now   eiitircly   cuinplcted-     Two  new  wings 
are    been   erected,    of    which   the   one   last    finished    was 
ened   for  the  reception  of  patients   during'  the  past  sum- 
mer-    In  these  wings  are  four  ward^,  each  about  fifty  feet 
qmire.      Upon  enterhig  one  of  these  aparlnients,  the  visi- 
tor sees   a  Hoor  beaut i folly  polished,  walls   and   ceilings   of 
great    simplicity  and  elegance,  unj    twenty  neat   iron   bed- 
Iftteads    arranged    around    at    regular    intervals,    with    tlicir 
Idean  coverings  and  curtains*     The  ventilation  is  excellent, 
[ind  the  air  iii  these  wards  is  generally  as  pure  a.s  could  be 
Idesired.     The  old  wings  have  also  been  entirely  remodelled, 
IdiieHy  (or  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  snme  satisfactory 
[iystcni  of  ventilation*      An  entirely  distinct  brick  building, 
I  of  large  size,  has  been  erected,  detJigncd  for  all  the  domestic 
^  O|)erationj*  of  cooking,  washing,  ironing,  &c. ;  and  contain- 
ing excellent  cellars,  store-rooms,  &c.     The  most  exact  and 
[particular  housekeeper  may  well  look  with  admiration  ujum 
[tlie  various  details  of  the  very  perfect  arrangements  of  this 
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building.  It  is  connected  with  the  main  edifice  by  a  covered 
pafisage-way  ;  and,  by  means  of  dumb-waiters,  articles  sent 
from  the  kitchen  are  speedily  distrilnited  tlirau^dmitt  the  dif- 
ferent wnrd^,  A  new  entrance  haa  been  made  into  the  11  os- 
pital-yard,  and  a  new  avenue  laid  out,  Notliing  is  wanting^ 
except  a  brick  wall  or  iron  railing  to  enclose  the  grounds. 
To  this  object,  as  being  one  of  mere  ornament,  tlic  Trustees 
have  not  felt  justified  in  applying  the  funds  of  the  institution. 
There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe,  that,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  the  present  unsightly  fence  mny  give  place  to  one  of  a 
more  durable  material  and  elegant  design, 

"  These  improvements  enable  us  to  accommodate  one 
hundred  and  forty  one,  or,  if  need  be,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  patients,  instead  of  sixty ;  or,  in  other  words,  have 
nearly  trebled  our  means  of  usefubress.  They  have  been 
executed  under  the  superintendence  of  George  M.  Dexter, 
Esq,,  one  of  the  Trustees,  upon  whose  taste  and  skill  as 
an  architect  tliey  reflect  the  liigbcst  credit.  The  expense 
attending  these  measures  has  been  very  greiit,  —  much 
greater  than  was  at  first  estimated.  This*  indeed,  is  partly 
owing  to  the  fact  that  so  much  more  has  been  done  than 
was  originally  contemplated  by  the  Trustees ;  the  whole 
institution  having  been,  as  it  were,  renovated.  The  total 
cost  has  been  $103,270,  besides  *20,000  called  for,  but 
not  yet  paid,  —  making  $123,270,  and  being  double  the 
whole  amount  of  tl»e  public  subscription  of  1844.  Fortu- 
nately it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  sell  any  of  the 
permanently  invested  stocks  of  the  in^^titution ;  there  having 
been  received  from  the  Mjissachusctts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance  Company,  since  these  improvements  w^ere  undertaken, 
three  annual  dividetids  of  It^OOO  each,  and  one  extra  divi* 
dead  of  $24,000,  making  in  all  no  leas  a  sum  than  $0 1,000, 
The  result,  however,  has  been  the  reduction  of  those  funds. 
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the    iDComc  of  which  was  important  to  meet  the  increased 
nrent   expenses  of  the   institution,  which  will   henceforth 
volve  the  support  of  twice  our  former  numlier  of  free  hctls. 
he  receipts  during  the  past  year  from  individual  sub&crip- 
ions    ($3,100)   and    from    funds,   the    income   of  which    is 
specially  appropriated  to    this  object  (viz,    the  donation  of 
Hon.  David  Sears! *  and  the  lej^acies  of  tlie  Messrs.  Phillips 
d  Belknap,  and  of  the  late  Misses  Tucker  and  Brimmer) , 
ere  suflScient  only  for   the   maintenance  of  forty-one  free 
To   this    increase  of  the    ti umber  of  free    beds,  the 
nistees  feel  pledged  by  their  circular,  issued  in  1844,  ask- 
5f  fur  subscriptions.      Any  annual  deficiency  which  might 
tlicrwise  occur  will,  however,  we  trust,  be  obviated  by  tlie 
aid  of  an   increased   immber  of  annual  contributors.      We 
doubt,  indeed,  if  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to  do  more  good 
a  year  with  tlie  sum  of  a  hundred  dollars,  than  by  devot- 
ing it  to  tlie  maintenance  of  a  free  bed  in  the  Hospital. 
j  •*  That   this  enlargement   of    our   buildings    had    become 

tiecessaiy,  seems  proved  by  the  fact,  that,  of  the  eighty  free 
K  beds,  all  except  three  were  actually  occupied  on  the  first  of 
^L January,  184^> ;  and  it  should  be  remembered,  that  two  are, 
^Pts  far  as  possible,  always  reserved  for  cases  of  sudden  acci- 
dent ;    such  cases,  by  a  fundamental  rule  of  the  institution, 
being  admii^sible  witlioui  any  previons  permit. 
^m       "A    large  amount  of    relief  is  administered  to  out-door 
9  patients.     This   class    has,    however,    uf  course    diminislied 
'       since  the  opening  of  the  new  wings  ;   many  of  them  being 
doubtless  now  admitted  as  inmates.      This  increase  of   our 
Ci^tablishmcnt  has  rendered   it  necessaiy  to  doufJe  the  for- 
I       nicr    number    of    physicians     and     surgeons ;    the    present 
^m  number   being   twelve.      The   labors   «nd   responsibility   of 
Capt.  Girdler,  the    Superintendent,  have  also  been    greatly 
iucreaacd.     For    tliis   reason,  and    because   liis   duties   have 

27 


210 


llEDICAL   RECORDS. 


I 


always  been  performed  in  a  manner  so  uniformly  acceptable 
to  all  connected  witli  the  institution »  the  Trustees  recently 
voted  to  enlarge  his  salary  hy  an  annual  grant  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  neatness,  taste,  vigilance,  and  kinilncsd 
of  Mrs*  Girtller  have  caused  the  Trustees  to  entertain  an 
equally  high  sense  of  the  value  of  lier  services  as  Matron. 
There  lias,  indeed,  been  a  general  disposition  manifested 
on  the  part  of  all  the  resident  otlicers»  attendants,  and 
nurses,  to  treat  the  patients  with  that  at  ten  lion,  tenderness  > 
and  consideration  which  is  their  doe.  Any  charge  of  fail- 
ure or  omission  in  tliis  respect  would  be  sure  to  receive 
from  this  Board  the  most  prompt  notice  and  the  strictest 
investigation. 

"To  Dr.  William  IL  Thayer,  our  Admitting  Physician, 
the  Trustees  are  indebted  for  a  folio  volume,  just  com- 
pleted, wliieh  forms  a  most  valurdde  index  to  the  hundred 
and  twenty-six  volumes  of  medical  reports  of  cases  in  the 
Hospital  It  contains,  chissifieil  under  the  head  of  each 
separate  disease  (260  in  number),  all  the  cases  which  have 
been  treated  from  liH21  to  1845,  with  the  result  of  the 
treatment,  and  a  reference  to  the  book  and  page  where  the 
details  of  each  ease  may  be  found.  We  trust  that  he  will 
proceed  to  render  equally  accessible  the  records  of  the 
surgiad  department  of  the  Hospital. 

''  A  small  sum  has  been  apprujuiated  for  the  fcjrmation  of 
a  Medical  Library,  to  consist  of  books  of  reference,  for  the 
use  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  ;  and  an  annual  appro- 
priation  will  probiibly  be  continued  for  this  object.'* 

Among  the  documents  annexed  is  a  table,  showing 
the  results  of  the  admissions  at  the  Hospital  from  its 
establishment  in  1821  ;  being  the   first  table  of  the 
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sort  ever  prepared  for  that  department,  and  contain- 
ing slight  errors  and  disci'epancies,  which  do  not 
affect  its  general  results.  These  errors  consist  in 
tlie  Superintendent's  having  omitted  from  the  list  of 
discharges  all  patients  not  treated,  though  they  were 
in  the  list  of  patients  received.  This  alone  made  an 
error  of  twenty-seven  in  one  year*  The  series  of 
numbers  remainin«:  at  the  end  of  each  year  was 
also  made  erroneous  by  each  number  being  placed 
one  year  out  of  the  way.  I  was  at  the  time  unable 
to  ascertain  or  correct  these  mistakes  ;  and  therefore, 
in  preparing  this  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  appended  to  the  table  in  question  a  note 
that  it  had  ^'  a  few  slight  inaccuracies,"  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  table  prepared  at  the  end  of 
this  historj'  is  strictly  accurate  in  all  particulars,  as 
framed  from  the  official  reports  of  each  year  ;  and 
that  its  results  may  be  depended  on  with  entire 
confidence.  Mr*  Girdler's  and  Dr-  Bells  reports 
occupy  four  and  five  pages  respectively.  The  report 
.  closes  with  the  following  notice  of  this  department  of 
the  institution :  — 

**  There  have  been  under  treatment,  doring  the  year,  three 
lumdred  and  forty-tlirce  inmates,  of  whoin  eiglity-sevcn  have 
recovered,  and  thirty-three  have  died.  The  number  remain- 
ing, Dec.  31,  1847,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-three. 
The  whole  number  received  from  tlie  opening  of  the  Asylum, 
Oct.  6,  A,  D.  1818,  to  this  time,  is  2,864. 


212  m'lean  asylum. 

"The  M'Lean  Asylum  has  continued,  during  the  past 
year,  to  be  conducted  upon  those  salutary  principles  which 
the  experience  of  later  times,  in  respect  to  treatment  of 
the  insane,  has  introduced  into  this  department  of  medical 
science. 

"  The  day  of  physical  restraints  and  coercion  has  passed 
away  for  ever.  Kindness,  amusements,  opportunities  of 
exercise,  and  agreeable  employments,  are  now  our  chief 
remedial  agents.  The  item  of  *  diversions '  has  its  definite 
place  in  all  our  quarterly  accounts  of  expenditures.  The 
natural  beauties  of  our  situation,  with  its  extensive  pros- 
pects,—  our  garden,  with  its  terraces  and  its  pond,  —  the 
bowling  alleys,  the  billiard  room,  the  dancing  hall,  the  sew- 
ing circle,  —  have  solaced  and  done  much  to  restore  many 
an  inmate  of  our  institution.  As  a  pleasing  manifestation 
of  the  desire  felt  by  its  officers  to  afford  innocent  gratifica- 
tion to  those  under  their  charge,  we  may  mention,  that  (a 
reservoir  having  been  constructed  near  the  summer-house, 
and  pipes  laid  from  it)  tlie  garden  has  this  year  received  the 
additional  ornament  of  a  marble  basin,  tenanted  with  gold 
and  silver  fish,  and  having  a  small  but  graceful  jet  rising 
from  its  midst.  The  Trustees  luive  also  been,  as  usual, 
much  gratified  by  promoting  the  same  objects,  as  they  had 
opportunity,  during  their  weekly  visits.  Any  trifling  atten- 
tions, which  wc  have  been  enabled  to  pay  upon  such 
occasions,  have  always  been  agreeably  received  and  kindly 
acknowledged. 

"The  Board  are  aware  that  three  railroads  already  pass 
very  near  to  the  enclosed  grounds  of  the  Asylum.  Still 
another  has  been  applied  for  at  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature.  A  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  by  a  most  earnest  remonstrance,  a  measure  so 
prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  this  department  of  our  insti- 
tution. 
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"Tlie  past  Beasson  has  been  remarkable  fi>r  the  prevalence 
of  dvsenterv  tlirnunrhout  thi^  vicinity,  and  it  will  hm<y  he 
rem  cm  bored  with  pcculisir  sadness  by  those  connected  with 
the  Asylum.  Between  July  2G  and  Sept,  2U,  no  Ie.^8  than 
wveoty  decided  cases  occurred  among  the  patients,  whose 
whole  number  did  not,  within  that  period,  exceed  one  Imn- 
drtnl  an(!  seventy  :  twelve  of  these  cases  terminated  fatally. 
Of  those  who  died,  there  were  several  who  had  heen  with 
tts  for  a  long  senea  of  years,  whose  recovery  was  liopelesa. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  with  us  but  a  short  time, 
am]  might,  after  a  brief  interval,  have  carried  Iiack  jny  and 
happiness  to  the  circles  of  family  and  friendship.  ^lore 
than  one  death  we  can  recall,  wiiich  must  have  inspired  in 
thoio  to  whom  the  patients  were  dear,  feelings  of  the  most 
wvern  grief  and  flisuppointment.  There  were,  besides,  ten 
Rise*  of  this  disease  among  the  honsclH^ld  at  the  JI^Lcan 
A«ylum  during  the  same  period.  That,  of  those  attacked, 
H>  large  a  proportion  recovered,  cannot  fail  to  excite  surprise 
and  gi'ntitude.  We  doubt  not  that  the  resnlt  may,  in  no  in- 
consijerable  degree,  be  attributed  to  the  unremiUing  efforts 
of  the  officers  and  attendants,  whose  zeal,  patience,  and 
^Ifnlenial  are  most  fully  acknowledged  in  the  report  of  the 
Physician  and  Superintendent.  Mr.  Tyler,  our  Steward, 
*afi  prostrated  by  this  disease  ;  and  his  recovery  was  so 
*low,  that,  for  some  time>  the  Trustees  were  apprehensive 
Iwt  he  should  find  his  strength  insufficient  for  a  continu- 
JiDce  of  those  duties  which  he  has  so  long  and  so  ably 
performed.  lie  has  the  best  wislics  of  the  Board  for  his 
speedv-  and  entire  restoration  to  healtli  and  strength* 

"While  ojipressed  by  unusual  otlieial  cares  mul  anxieties, 
^*  Bell,  our  Physician  and  Superintendent,  was  called  to 
^perience    the   bitterness   of    repeated    domestic    bereave- 


214         DEATH   OF    TWO    CHILDREN    OF   DR.    BELL. 

ments.  His  second  cliild,*  a  daughter  of  ten  years  of  ape, 
of  a  bright  and  sunny  disposition,  with  rare  moral  and  intel- 
lectual endowments,  —  and  another,  an  interesting  boy,t  of 
five  years  of  age,  —  within  a  few  short  weeks,  fell  victims, 
the  one  to  this  epidemic,  the  other  to  consumption.  To 
the  afflicted  parents  we  present  the  assurance  of  the  pro- 
found and  respectful  sympathy  of  the  Trustees.  Now  that 
the  loved  ones  of  earth  have  been  taken,  may  these  mourn- 
ers the  better  see  Heaven's  love !  May  their  grief  be 
soothed  by  the  gentle  ministry  of  time,  —  by  the  hallowed 
memories  of  the  past,  the  high  duties  of  the  present,  and 
the  sacred  hopes  of  the  future  1  " 

*  Mary  Frances  died  Aug.  22.  t  Henry  James  died  Oct.  3. 
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CHAriER    IX. 

1847^1849. 

TifH  Eturr  Discovert,  am»  Ciixtrovkhsv  between  Brs.  Moutok  and 

J*CKsox.  —  List  of  »i*ikk  than  two  dozen  Pamphlets. — Extracts 

rsoM  1  FEW  OF  them,  —  HosriTAL  HtirouT. —  ViNutcATicm  or  Sake. 

i  —  Dr.  Smilib's  Address. — Conoresb  Hki'ort.  —  TuK  Casket  AKt» 

Kinito3i. — ^  AwAui*  OF  the   Frksch  Acadeiiy*  ^Extent   to  wiiicit 

EntCE   I*    L'*E1>   AT    Tlie    HORPITAL, 


'he  patience  of  the  public  has  been  long  since 
"^thoroughly  wearied  out  by  the  ether  controversy. 
More  than  two  dozen  pamphlets  hnvc  appeared  on 
the  subject,  which,  collected  together  (as  they  have 
been  in  the  Boston  librar)^),  fill  three  respectably- 
sized  octavo  volumes  *     I  have  no  intention  to  renew 

•  The  following  is  a  list  of  these*  paniplilets  in  the  ordtT  of  imblica- 
tioB:  — 

1.  ItiseMiibility  during  Surgical  OperationH,  produced  by  Inhalation.  By 
11  J,  Bigetow,   M.D,     BoitoQ   MeJicul   and   Surgical  Jounml,   Nov,    18^ 

im. 

1  Th©  Inhalation  of  an  Etliercnl  Vapor  to  prevent  Sensibility  to  Fain 
dwing  Surreal  0|»ertttionM.  By  J.  F.  Flaggy  M.D.  Boston  MtMlical  ami 
Sttrgical  Joumal,  Dec.  2.  1846, 

8.  In1inbiL)t>n  of  Ethereal  Vaprjr  for  the  Prevention  of  Faki  in  Surgital 
Operations,  By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  &c,  &c.  Boston  Medical  and  8ur- 
Pcal  Joaraal,  Dec.  9,  184«3, 

4.  InienMbility  during  Surgical  (Jpenitiona,  produced  by  Inlmlation.  By 
I  fl- J.  Bigcbw,  M.D.  (in  reply  to  Dr.  J.  F.  Fliigg).  Boston  Medical  and 
8ttrgical  Journal,  Dec,  1*.  181G. 

0.  Inhalatiun  of  Ether.  By  J.  Mason  Warren^  M.D.  Buston  Medical 
^  Surgical  Jouraul,  Marcb  24.  1847. 
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this  controversy.      I  shall  merely  make  such  extmcta  ' 
from  five  of  these   pamphlets  as  I  think  appropri- 

6,  Circular,  hy  \\\  T.  G.  Morton,     pp.  88.     Boalon,  Mardi,  1847. 

7.  History  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Applicntioii  of  NitroAis  Oxide  G*8, 
Ethur,  anrl  otlier  Vapors,  to  Surgical  Operations.  By  Horace  Welle,  pp. 
2tj.     llartforcl,  Marc4i,  1847. 

8«  Some  Account  of  the  First  Use  i>f  Sulphuric  Ether  by  Infialittion  in 
Surgical  Practice.     By  George  Ifayward,  MJ),    pp.  8.    Boston,  April,  1847. 

9.  Discovery  by  Charles  T,  Jackson,  M,D.  of  the  Afnilicability  of  Sul- 
phuric Ether  in  Surgiea!  Operations.  By  Martin  Gay,  M.D.  pp.  48.  Bo»- 
tou,  June,  1847. 

10.  A  Review  of  Dr.  M.  Gay's  Statement  of  Dr.  C.  T*  Jackson 'g  Clftima 
to  the  Diacovery,  SiC.  &.c.  By  .1.  B,  S.  Jackson,  M.D,  Boston  Medicyil 
and  Surgical  Journal,  June  30,  1847. 

11.  Some  Account  of  the  Letheon  :  or,  Who  is  the  Discoverer?  By  Ed- 
ward Warren,     pp.  88,     Bo.** ion,  Angusit,  1847. 

12.  Jb-Mnoire  -nur  la  Dt^couverte  dii  Nouvel  Etnploi  do  FEther  Sulfurique 
parAV,  T.  G.  Morton,  de  Boaton,  Etals  Unis;  suivi  dea  Pieces  J Ufitifica lives* 
pp.  *iO.     Paris,  1847. 

VS.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Tnistees  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospitid^  presented  to  the  Corportition  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  116, 
1848. 

14.  Account  of  a  New  Ana?.slhetic  Agent  as  a  Substilute  for  Sulphuric 
Ether  In  Surgery  and  Midwifery.  By  J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D,,  F.  R.  8.  E.,  &a;. 
pp.  24.     Reprinted,  New  York,  January,  1848. 

15.  Reprint  of  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Massachusetts  Geneml 
Hospital,  with  a  History  of  the  Ether  DittLovery,  and  Dr.  Mortf*n*»  Memoir 
to  the  French  Academy.  Edited  hy  R.  H.  Dana^  jun.  pp.  4H.  Boston, 
Murch,  1848. 

16.  Rapport  des  Adnitnistratenrfi  de  Tllopital  Gcnerai  de  Ma^sachus^ttf, 
jtuivi  de  rilistoire  de  la  Deeouverte  de  I'Ether,  &c.  &e.  H.  IL  Dana,  jun,» 
editeur.    pp.  144.     Cambridge,  1818. 

17.  A  Defence  of  Dr.  Clmrles  T.  Jackson's  Claims  to  the  Discovery  of 
Etherization  ;  containing  Tcj^tinaony  disproving  the  Claims  set  up  in  Favop 
of  Mr.  W.  T.  G,  Morton  in  the  Report  of  the  Truistee?  of  the  Massachusetts 
HospitaK  and  in  No.  *201  of  LitteU's  Living  Age.  By  Joseph  L.  and  Henry 
C.  Lord,     pp.  M7.     Boston,  June,  1818. 

18.  The  Ether  Controversy  :  Vindication  of  the  Hospital  Keport  of  1S48. 
By  N.  L  BiAvdilch,     pp.  i\2.     Po&lon,  July,  lhi48.  M 

111.  Repnria  t»f  the  First  Exhihitiorv  of  the  Worcester  County  Mechanic**^ 
Ans^K'iiitiun  at  Worcester,  September,  1848.    pp.  74. 
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ate  to  the  present  publication,  \iz.  "  The  Hospital 
Report,"  and  its  •'  Vindication  ;  "  ''  Dr.  Smilie  s  Ad- 
dress ;''  ''  The  Congressional  Report ; ''  and  an  article 
in  *'  The  American  Journal  of  Dental  Surgery »"  since 
separately  printed  under  the  title  of  **  The  Casket  and 
the  Ribbon/*  which  is  the  latest  of  the  series,  and 
jTiews  the  Congressional  Report  and  the  Minority 
leport,  presented  by  two  members  of  the  same  Com- 
mittee. 


20.  Ether  and  Chloroform ;  their  Biscnverj  ami  l*hjsiological  Eflecta, 
4c.     By  H.  J.  Bipelow,  M.D.     pp.  40.     Bos  ton,  Novcinljer,  1H48, 

21,  Memorial  adilressed  to  the  Trusteed  of  tlit*  Atiissfiehusetti  General 
Ho9ptUl,  in  Behalf  of  C.  T.  Jnckson,  M  J>.,  by  his  Attorneys,  J.  L.  and  H. 
C.  Lord.    pp.  27.     Boston,  Decennber,  1848. 

22.  Iteport  of  the  Select  Comoiittee  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Menifirial  of  Willium  T.  G.  Morton,  asking  Ooni- 
t^i'Ti^tiou  from  Contirrc«9  fur  the  Discovory  of  the  Pain -subduing  ]  Property  uf 
Sulphuric  Ether,    pp.  46.    Wnshingtoo,  D.C,  Feb.  28,  1849. 

23,  Minority  Report  of  the  fittmt!  Coniinittee.  pp. 'J'J,  Washington,  D.C*, 
Feb.  23,  1849. 

24,  Unpport  do  Co  mite?  du  Si'nnt  et  de  la  Chambre  dea  Keprcsentrints 
dps  Etats  Unis  d'AoKTique,  auqucl  on  relera  le  Menioire  de  William  T.  G. 
Mtjrton,  demiindant  une  Compensation,   &c.  &c.    pp.   35.     Le  23  Fe'vner, 

l«to. 

25.  The  Catkei  «dd  tlie  Bibbon  ;  or,  the  Honora  of  Ether,  pp.  20-  Bal- 
'  Umore.  1849. 

Tlie  Vohinies  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  from  August, 
l&4f/,  to  AiigiiHtj  184*J,  inulusive,  contiiin  ctjinmmiicfttiona  on  *'  Letheon." 
Tf»  these  1  add  — 

%.  An  Address  delivered  before  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  on  the 
Hislury  of  the  Oriii^inttl  AppQcation  of  Anieathetic  Agents,  May  17,  184B* 
B)  E,  It.  Smdie,  M.D. 
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I,   THE   HOSPITAL  IlEPORT  OF  JANUAEY,  1848. 


This  Keport  was  republished  in  IIa\s*s  *'  Medical ' 


Journal"     It  alsi 


rith 


eappears  (in  connection 
article  of  R.  li.  Dana,  jun.)  in  LittcU's  "  Living 
Di\  Morton  caused  it  to  be  translated  into  Frenc 
laid  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris.  After 
Btating  the  donations,  &c.,  which  had  Ijcen  made  to 
the  institution,  this  Report  proceeds  as  follows :  — 

It  IS  hoped,  tlmt,  with  these  various  *■  means  juid  uppli- 
ances "  at  coiiiiiiiiiid,  tlie  instiuition  lins  hltlierto  aocoui- 
plisheiU  and  wilt  ever  continue  to  accoiuplish,  the  des^igns  of 
its  founders  and  benefactors.  In  one  striking  instance  it 
certainly  has  not  been  found  wanting.  The  psist  year  has 
tested  the  unspeakable  importance  of  the  recent  discovery 
of  the  properties  of  ^nlpftufk  eifter;  no  le?s  than  one  hun- 
dred and  ihirty-two  opcnitiona,  many  of  them  of  nmeh 
severity,  huving  been  already  performed  with  entire  success 
on  pf*tients  wlio  Imd  been  rendered  insensible  through  its 
benign  influence*  By  overcoming  all  muscular  and  nervoua 
resistance,  it  has  extended  the  domjua  of  surgery  ;  making 
operations  possible  which  could  not  have  been  performed, 
and  whicli  would  not  have  been  attempted,  without  its 
aid;  and,  by  the  removal  of  the  fear  of  paiuj  it  has  greatly 
increased  the  actual  number  of  operations.  It  has  already 
become  an  establisheil  remedy  throughout  all  the  chief 
cities  of  Europe,  and  ite?  benefits  have  reached  even  the 
disitant  natives  of  Singapore  and  of  Canton. 


I 


I 


HOSPITAL    REPORT, 


219 


VTith    just    priJe,    therefore,    the     Trustees    woiiIJ    now 
tlie  fiict,  that  within   tlie  walls  of  thU  building  were 
the    first    painless    ciipitfil    iiperatioiis    tluit    were 
'  perlbrmed.     The  worhl  at  large,  indeed,  Ls  in  no  small 
e^c  indebted  to  tlie  Mcilieal  and  Surgieal  Officers  of  tliia 
Diftitutjon.      But    for    tlieir    Immediate    npprcciation    of  the 
iiprirtunre  of  tliif?  diaeovervi  and  their  considenite,  but,  at 
he   same    time,  zealous  and  prompt  co-operation  with  Dr. 
[urtiin,  in  availiti;^    themselves   of  its    use,  its    fipplieation 
ght  have  been  Teatrieted  to  the  comparatively  unimpor- 
tatit  operations  of  the  dentist*      WIkj  eaii  gay  what  mi<2?ht 
^iiavc  been  the  resiiU,  liml  hi.^  overtures  been  reeeived  with 
ixec^j^ivc  caution?      An  answer  may  perhaps  be  found  in 
Jic  fact,  tluit  it  is  only  within  a  few  weeks,  if  at  all^  that 
ilic  Ude  of  sulphuric  ether   has    been    introduced    into  our 
Miter  itisritutiim  in  Pentt^ylvania,        This  appears  by  ^'  tlie 
luniial  Report  on  Surgery,  read  before  the  College  of  Phy- 
citian^,  Xov.   2,  1847,  by  Isaac  Parish,  M,  D.,"  where  it  is 
•aid:  "^li  the  Pennstflvanlu  Hospilal  in  this  cittj^  it  ha^  tiol 
brKH  trial  at  all;   l>eing  considered  by  the  judicious  8urp;eons 
of  tliat  institution  as  a  remedy  of  doubtful  safety,  or,  at  leiLst, 
as  not  sufficiently  established  to  warrant  tlicui  in  its  employ- 
ment."    And  yet,  in  the  same  report,  we  find  the  following 
sentence  :    '"But,  when  we  extend  our  vi^^ion  to  foreign  coun- 
Irle?*  and  call  to  mind  that  dMriti;!^  tlte  [>ast  nine  months  it 
hai  been  adopted  in   most   of  the   large   liospitals   of  (ireat 
Britain^  in  the  vast  hospitals  of  Paris,  and  tor  the  last  six 
months   in    the    numerous    institutions  of  like    character  in 
Germany,  including   the    innuense  hospitals    at  Vienna  and 
Berlin,  we  can  form  some  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  carried,  and  of  the  firm  hold  which  this  great  Anterican 
di^overy  has  taken  of  the  mind  of  the  scientific  world/* 
The   first   operators  who   applied    it  were  Drs.    John  0* 
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Warren  and  George  Hay  ward,  Surgeons  of  this  Hospital. 
The  enthusiasm  of  one  of  their  colleagues,  who  had  been 
especially  earnest  in  urging  the  performance  of  these  opera- 
tions, led  him  to  become  the  first  champion  of  ether  in  this 
country,  by  a  publication  of  much  merit,  and  also  to  trans- 
mit the  earliest  account  of  the  discovery  to  England,  where 
it  was  at  once  hailed  with  rapturous  exultation.  And  an- 
other, a  favorite  alike  of  Science  and  the  Muses,  has  thus 
vividly  described  its  beneficent  effects :  "  The  knife  is 
searching  for  disease,  —  the  pulleys  are  dragging  back 
dislocated  limbs,  —  nature  herself  is  working  out  the  pri- 
mal curse,  wiiich  doomed  the  tenderest  of  her  creatures  to 
the  sharpest  of  her  trials ;  but  the  fierce  extremity  of  suf- 
fering has  been  steeped  in  the  waters  of  forget  fulness,  and 
the  deepest  furrow  in  the  knotted  brow  of  agony  has  been 
smoothed  for  ever."  Even  the  grave  and  dispassionate  Dr. 
Warren  himself  (in  a  yet  unpublished  work,  wiiich  he  kindly 
communicated  to  the  Committee,  and  which  embodies  the 
matured  results  of  his  own  experience  upon  tiiis  subject) 
indulges  in  equally  graphic  language :  "  Who  could  liavc 
imagined,  that  drawing  the  knife  over  the  delicate  skin  of 
the  face  might  produce  a  sensation  of  unmixed  delight !  — 
that  the  turning  and  twisting  of  instruments  in  the  most 
sensitive  bladder  might  be  accompanied  by  a  beautiful 
dream  ! '' 

Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  has  discovered  that  a 
new  agent  (chloroform)  possesses  the  same  powers  as  sul- 
phuric ether,  and,  as  he  thinks,  many  and  great  advantages 
over  it.  The  universal  law  of  intellect  is  progress.  But, 
though  others  may  erect  the  superstructure,  the  corner-stone 
of  the  building  will  preserve  an  imperishable  record  of  its 
founder.  The  name  of  Fulton  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Yet  how   vast  is   the  difference    between    the    first    humble 
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iteamtjoat  that  slowly  toileil  up  llie  Hinlson,  and  those 
nuijestiG  atruetures  whicli  now  dely  the  stoniis  of  the  At- 
kntic !' 

As  philanthropists,  we  may  well  rejoi<je  tli;it  we  Ikiyc  hud 
ftfiy  agency,  however  slight,  in  conferrinf^  on  poor,  suflering 
humanity,  so   precious   a    gift*     Unrestrained    and    free   as 
God's  own  sunshine,  it  has  gone  fortli  to  cheer  and  fjljiddcn 
the  earth.     It  will  awaken  the  gratitude  of  the  present  and 
of  aJl  coming  generations.     The  student  who^  from  distant 
lands  or  in  distant  ages,  may  visit  this  spot,  will  viow  it 
irh  increase<l  interest,  as  he  remembers  that  here  was  first 
demonstrated  one  of  the  most  glorious  truths  of  science. 
Pursuant    to  an    iu formal  suggestion  of  the  Board,  who 
gsird  tliis   discovery    as   the   nioet    important  event  which 
occurred  in    the    history  of  tliis    iiijititution,  the    Com- 
ittee    proceed    to    make    a    more    extended    investigation, 
m    rei*pcct   to  its   origin,  than  would   otherwise   have  been 
ught  necessary* 
A  recent  publication  by  Dr.   George   liny  ward,  entitled 
"Some  Account  of  the  First  Use  of  Sulp!iurio   Ettier  by 
Inhalation   in   Surgical  Practice,"  gives  a   clear  and   simple 
history  of  this  discovery,  and  of  all  its  attending  circum- 
stances, as  connected  with  the  IIosj^ifaL     It  is  interesting  to 
trace  the  earlier   guccessive  steps  by  which  the  grand  result 
was  at  last  obtained •     These  are,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
recapitulated   in  the   Bnti,^h   and   Foreign  licview  of   April 
ln»t.      It  is  there  stated,  that,  as  early   as   1771>,  *"  vvc  find 
many  experimenls  on   men  and   animaU   on   the  inspiration 
of  difTerent  kinds  of   airs/* — "Dr.  Beddoes,  in  liis  work  on 
Factitious    Airs,   published  at    Bristol   in    17L^5-*J,''   ^' gives 
Bcveml  communications  from  Dr.  Pearson  on  the  inhalation 
of  ether,'*  also  "  a  letter  from  one  of  Dr.  Tiiornton's  patients, 
in  whicli   the  patient  himself  gives  an  account  of  the  iuha- 
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if  ether,  by  Dr.  Thornton's  advice,  and  its  effbcts 
pectoral  catarrti.       lie  ears,  '  It  gave  dmodt  iinine- 

tliate  relief  both  to  the  oppression  and  \%inn  m  tbe*  chest. 
On  a  second  trial,  lie  says  be  inhaled  two  tca-spoonfub  of 
ether,  which,  he  adds,  'gave  immediate  relief  as  before,  and 
I  very  soon  after  foil  asleep  ^xmA  had  a  goad  night's  rest*'" — 
''Another  curious  case  is  given  by  Dr.  Thornton,  in  which 
inhalation  was  iircscribcd  for  the  relief  of  a  very  painfal 
itiflammalonj  offuciton  of  the  nitimmn^  and  with  very  ben- 
eficial effect."  Tl»e  Ilevicwer  says,  "  At  this  time  and 
subsequently,  Dr.  Thornton  was  in  the  comnitm  lialiit  of 
admini.^tering  the  va[ior  of  etber  to  his  patients,"  — '' In  all 
these  triids,  n^  one  had  distinctly  in  view  the  removal  or 
abolition  of  pain,  thotigh  this  was  attained,  indirectly,  in  ■ 
Dr.  Tliurnton's  ease.  But  Sir  JLnnphrey  Davy,  who  it  is 
well  known  first  began  bis  chemical  career  by  assisting  Dr. 
llcddocs,"  '*  seems  not  only  to  have  contcniphitcd  ?uch  a 
result  by  means  of  medican»entous  inhalation,  but  to  have 
actually  put  it  to  the  test  nf  experiment  on  lumself.  The 
inedimn  of  bis  experiment,  however,  was  not  ether,  but  the 
nitrous  oxide.  Sir  Hum[>brey  tells  us,  that  on  two  occa* 
sions  tbe  inhalation  of  the  nitrous  oxide  removed  headacbe* 
He  also  tried  its  effect  in  removing  intense  physical  pain^ 
while  he  was  cutting  a  wisdom-tooth.'*  —  "He  sa}*^  :  *  As 
vi Irons  oxhhy  iu  its  extensive  operation^  appears  capable  of 
de^ffOijing  phtjfiiail  jmin^  it  7}uttj  probabbj  he  used  with  ad- 
vantrtfft'  dun)if/  surgical  operations  in  which  no  great  effusion  I 
of  blood  takes  jdtiee,^  "  —  ''  In  the  article  '  Ether,'  in  the 
Diet,  des  Sc.  Med.,  vol.  xiii.,  publtshcd  in  181»i,  we  find 
the  author,  Nysten,  speaking  of  the  inbahitit)n  of  ether  as 
familiarly  known,  and  as  employed  for  the  rehef  of  some 
pulmonary  diseases,  and  also  for  mitigating  the  jmiti  of 
coUc,*^     To    an   eminent  medical  fiicnd  tbe  Committee  arc 
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iodebteil   for   the    fact,  that    in    Pereira's    Materia   Medica, 
piiblUhed   in    London   in    1839,  it   is  expressly  stated  that 
**  the    rapor   of  ether    is    inhakd    in     spasmodic    asttima, 
chronic  catarrh,  and  dyspnea,  hoopiiif^-congh,  and  to  relieve 
ike  effWts  caused  by  the  accidental  inhalation  of  chlorine 
ffitf^^     Dr.   Charles   T-   Jackson,  of  this  city  (as  we   learn 
from  a  pamphlet  published  in  LS47,  under  his  own  sanction 
and  autliority,  entitled,  '^Discovery  by  Ch:irles  T.  Jacksfon, 
M, D.,  of  the  Applicability  of  Sulphuric  Ether  in  Surgical 
lions;    by  Martin   Gay^  M.D/*),  has  disthictly  ad- 
mitted that  he   '*  was   early  impressed  witli    the  remarks  of 
Davy  •  concerning:  the  remedinl  nj^^eucy  of  gaseous  ruattei".s,"  f 
Aj»  a  learned  clioinist,  be  was  also  duubtless  iamiliar  with  tlie 
publication  last  referred  to»    Accordingly,  two  or  three  years 
er  its  appearance,  or  in  the  winter  of  l«H41-2j  '•  lie  inhaled 
Iphuric  ether,  to  obtain  relief  from  the  very  un[jlea8ant  sen- 
ns  caused  by  an  accideural  inhalation  of  chlorine  gm"   In 
words,  having  accidentally  inlialed  elilorinc  gas,  he  rc- 
rted  to  the  pi^scribed  remedy.      "  lie  at  first  breathed  the 
€lher  without  producing  uncons€iuiisnej?s,  but  derived  from  it 
Bome  relief.      Afterwards,  still  suffering  from  the  eblorine, 
\\fi  continued  the  experiment  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce 
complete  general  insensibility."      Subsequently,  under  pre- 
cisely the  sarae  circumstances,  he  also  prescribed  it  to  one  of 
Ms  students.    He  had,  as  he  states,  on  one  inevious  occasion, 
al6(j  about  A.D.  1.^41,  inhaled  it  with  safety  to  the  extent  of 
protluciug  "a  peculiar  sleep  or  unconsciousness." — "Before 
*M  ob&ervaHouSj  a  stale  of  complete  inBenBlhility  from  thiii 


•  I)r  Jnckion,  in  a  letter  pablisheil  with  Dr.  (Jny  s  immplilet,  saj'B : 
"Mjf  interest  in  Uie  respiration  of  gnses  wns  Hrst  exdlt?d  by  Sir  It.  Davy's 
^'^IK'rimeiila ;  « ml,  since  I  be^-amu  uetiuuititfd  with  thtm,  tlje  subject  has 
*l*»j»  fttH'ijietl  t(»  lilt*  to  deserve  furtber  invcolJg^iilion." 

T  D»Uj  AfivcrllBer  of  March  1,  1847. 
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cai^se  tiHi^  considered  hy  the  bent  authorities  as  one  of 
greater  or  less  danger;  and  it  had  been  known  to  produce 
falal  results.  Young  persons  had  breathed  this  vapor  to 
the  extent  of  producing  nnconsciousncssy  and  in  some  cases 
withont  injnri/,^ 

Dr*  Jackson,  tlien,  had  not  discovered  any  new  power  or 
property  of  ether.  It  was  known  that  it  could  produce 
insensibilitg;  and  that  that  insensibility^  though  soinerimcii 
fatal,  was  sotnetimes  unattejided  with  injury.  It  was  also 
known  us  a  specific  against  the  noxious  effects  of  chlonae 
gas.  He  had  merely  tested  these  known  propositions,  and 
found  them  true  in  his  own  person.  By  so  doing  he  had 
formed,  as  he  states,  a  strong  opinion,  that  pure,  rectified, 
sulphuric  ether  could  be  inhaled  with  safety-  But  its  cffic 
for  the  prevention  of  pain  he  had,  thus  far,  only  verified  J 
actual  experiment  in  the  case  specified  in  tlie  text-books, 
whtrc  chlorine  gct^i  had  been  previously  inhaled,  This^ 
periment  is  stated  in  Dr.  Gay's  i>amphlet  with  great 
lurity,  as  if  it  had  been  one  befoj*e  unknowUm  Ti 
which  led  to  it,  an  J  the  philosophical  inferenr 
Dr.  Jackson,  are  set  forth  with  much  miuute^n  -. 
indeed  J  to  be  relied  on  as  the  very  foundiiiiMij^ 
eon's  claim,  as  t!ie  discoverer  of  the  sa 
sulphuric  ether.  It  still  obviously  r/mi 
that  it  could  he  safely  and  effectually  m\ 
tion  of  pniu  under  otlier  circnmstanc 
point,  Dr.  Jackson  never  atteniptedl 
animal.  It  is  true  that  "  he  i 
eons  (and,  among  others,  to  MrJ 
in  1842)  his  observations  and. 


•  Dr.  Gay  snyF  lj»ti)»<^ir,  "It  slji 
be  produced  by  wouudjitg  Ui«U 
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vention  of  pain  in  surgical  operations  ;  **  aiul,  in  Febnmry, 
1846,  he  informed  a  i^tudent  in  his  Ijiboratory  (Mr*  Joi^eph 
Pe;ib<-Mly),  will  I  wished  to  have  two  teelh  cxtrnftcJ,  "  that 
linscnsibiUty  would  be  produced  by  the  inlialation  of  sulpluiric 
r-vapor.  He  advised  bitti  to  Ijruatlie  it,  urul  to  t^ubmit 
the  operation  while  in  the  sleep  induced  tliereby/'  But 
KaI  effect  did  bis  advice  have  on  Mr,  Peahudy?  "He  at 
gave  up  the  exiierimcnt,  because  liis  fiither,  a  scientific 
»  feareil  irritation  of  tlie  luiii:>  njigbt  ensue,  ^ — he- 
cimse  the  bcttl  authorities  on  the  subject  were  urvntjal 
nttt  tht  opinio7%  of  Dr,  Jackson,  —  smd  because  he  was 
illing  to  incur  any  risk  for  so  ^Hglit  nn  operation."  And 
was  really  the  general  state  of  pubbe  opifiion  amonf^ 
of  ^ience  down  to  tliat  tirae.  *  The  discovery  was  yet 
be  made  by  one  who  was  willing  to  try  the  expt^rtmeni^ 
fftwithjttnmliiUf  the  bei^t  aulhuriiie^  ott  (he  sul/ject  were 
\y^iinst  it* 

Further,  it  does  not  appear,  that,  from  1841-2  to   1846, 

Dr.  Jackson  suggested  its  use,  except  for   the   slighter   and 

bMantaneous  operations  of  the  dentist.     Familiar,  as  he  con- 

lie^es  himself  to  have  been,  with  the  views  of  Sir  IL  Davy» 

who   had  so  long   before   suggested  the  use  of   the   nitrous 

oxide  in  operations  attended  with  little  f^ffasitm  of  bloody  it 

was  very  natural  that   Dr.  Jackson's  tiiouglits  should  have 

keen  exclusively  turned  to  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether  in  the 

class  of  minor  openititnis  which  had  been  thus  specified  by  so 

distinguished    a   philosopher.     It  would   seem,  indeed,  clear 

that  he  had  not  the   remotest  conception   of   its  universal 

sippllcahility    and    importance.      Such,    indeed,   is    the    only 

satisfactory  explanation  of  the  fact,  tlnit,  during  an  interval 

rf  nearly  five  years,  he  never  once  tested  his  discovery,  or 


•  See  Mr.  Metculf 'b  letter  to  the  Committee,  p.  228. 
29 
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caused  it  to  be  tested,  by  a  single  experiment.  Upon  this 
point,  indeed,  the  advocate  of  Dn  Jackson  says:  ^'It  was 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  Jenner  fir^t  heai^  the 
milkmaid  express  her  belief  in  the  protective  influence  of 
cow-pox  J  that  he  vaccinated  bis  first  patient ;  "  but,  be  adds, 
"  during  lehich  period  he  was  much  engaged  in  the  investigai 
lion  of  the  subject,^'  But  etber  seems  to  have  received  only  a 
casual  and  incidental  attention  from  Dr.  Jackson,  To  make 
the  cases  at  all  punillel,  it  must  be  shown,  that  Jenner,  after 
vaccinating  his  first  patient,  waited  five  years  before  vaccil 
nating  another,  with  a  like  apparent  unconsciousness  of  the 
importance  of  hi.^  discorej'y*  Indeed,  these  two  discoveries 
are  of  so  totally  opposite  a  character,  that  they  suggest  a 
striking  contrast,  instead  of  a  paralleL  In  the  one  case,  the 
truth  could  be  ascertained  only  by  repeated  experiments  and 
patient  investigation.  It  had  to  fight  its  way  against  the 
inveterate  prejudices  of  the  worW.  In  the  other  ciise,  it  is 
fully  and  for  ever  demonstrated  by  the  firist  successful  capital 
operation  j  and  it  is  at  once  hailed,  as  it  were,  with  delight 
by  all  mankind. 

Within  this  period,  Dr*  Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford,  ns( 
the  nitrous    oxide  while  engaged  in  extracting  teeth.     His 
claim,  as  a  discoverer  in  this  matter,  must  yield  entirely 
that  of  Sir  H.  Davy,  who,  after  actual  experiments,  had, 
it  were,  distinctly  suggested   the  use  of  this  very  agent  fof' 
this   object  so   many  years   before*     There   are,  doubt Ics^s, 
reasons  founded  in  the  nature  of  this  agent,  which  have  pre- 
vented these  suggestions  of  Davy,  in  regard  to  it,  from  hai^ 
ing  been  long  since  realized.     And,  wliatever  may  have  be 
the  result  of  Dr,  Wells  s  experiments  elsewhere,  it  is  certoii 
that  his  public  performance  of  them  in  Boston  in   1844  w 
an  entire  failure.     It  is  also  stated  by  Dr.  Wells,  that, 
early  as  November,  1844,  "a  surgical  operation  was   pei< 
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faiDed  at  Dr.  Marcy's  office  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric 
tther;^  and  he  adtls^  "The  doctor  then  advised  me  by  all 
means  to  continue  the  use  of  the  nitrous  oxide."  And  it 
aeems  that  the  result  of  this  one  experiment  was  such,  that, 
pursuant  to  this  advice,  he  abamloned  the  idea  of  the  further 
Base  of  ether.  His  claim,  therefore,  to  the  discovery  in  ques- 
tion appears  in  this  view  also  to  be  equally  unfounded*  We 
caanot  but  believe,  that  it  has  been  without  due  consideration 
ilwt  his  claim  has  received  the  official  sanction  of  his  native 
State  of  Connecticut.  Indeed,  a  published  letter  from  Dr. 
Wells  to  Dr.  Morton  seems  necessarily  to  exclude  the  idea, 
tliat  he  himself  claimed  to  have  made  any  such  prior  dis- 
covery, *  All  must,  however,  accord  to  him  the  honor  of 
having  been  an  earnest  and  persevering  seeker  after  truth  in 
this  very  path  of  inquiry;  and  his  labors  and  experiments 
may,  we  think,  fairly  be  considered  as  having  had  some  in- 
direct influence,  though  not  themselves  attended  with  direct 
inecess. 

Dr.  William  T,  G.  Morton,  of  this  city,  must  now  be 
meationed.  He  had  been  a  student  of  Dr.  Jackson's,  and 
formerly  a  partner  of  Dr.  Wells.  He,  therefore,  occasion- 
ally availed  himself  of  the  advice  of  the  farmer  ;  and  he  was 
aware  of,  and  (upon  the  public  occasion  in  Boston  before 
referred  to)  had  taken  part  in,  the  experiments  of  the  latter 
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*  The  letter  referred  to  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  Hartfonl,  Conn.,  Oct.  20,  1846. 
*'JDi;«^ Morton « —  Dear  Sir,  Your  letter,  dutecl  yesterday,  is  just  received  ; 
ilMilBlIi  to  answer  it,  for  fear  jou  will  adopt  a  meibod  id  disposing  of 
JWrti^litB  which  will  defeat  yonr  object.  Before  yoti  make  any  arrange- 
OHnti  wluilerer,  I  wish  to  see  you.  I  think  I  will  l>e  in  Boston  the  first  of 
D«il  week,  probahly  Monday  night.  1/  the  operation  of  admimsterin^  the  go* 
tt  QOt  attended  with  too  much  trouble,  and  will  produce  the  effect  you  itate,  it 
9iHuiuioui>Udiif  be  a  fortune  to  yau,  providrd  ii  is  ri^htiy  manaijed. 

**  Your*  in  haile,  H*  WfitLs/' 
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in  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide.  It  does  not  appear  that  Dr. 
Wells  had  ever  mentioned  in  Bosston  his  one  experimeDt 
with  siilnhuric  ether.  There  is  evidence,  entirely  satisfactory, 
ttiat  Dr.  Miirton's  attention  hnd  been  -for  sonic  time  engaged 
uj)i>n  tlie  suliject ;  that  he  had  purchased  and  experimented 
upon  sulphuric  ether ;  that,  as  early  aa  July,  1846,  a  highly 
intelligent  chemist  of  this  city  had  a  conversation  with  him 
upon  its  nietlicinal  qualities  ;  *  and  that,  at  this  very  time,  he 


I 


•  Mr.  Theodore  Metcalf,  in  *  aote  to  Dr,  Morton,  dated  Dec  20, 1&47, 
«ayi< :  "  I  csin  only  state  tlmt  I  remember  to  have  met  yon  ai  Mr  Bur- 
nett's store  early  in  the?  summer  of  1840^  and  to  hare  bad  a  eonversatioii 
with  you  in  regard  to  the  mecHcinal  qualities  of  sufphuric  elfter,  a  quantity  of  j 
which  you  were  then  purcbastin^.  1  eannot»  as  you  desire,  give  tlie  precipe 
date,  but  know  it  to  have  been  previous  to  July  6,  as  I  left  Boston  ou  that 
day  for  a  tour,  from  wliieh  I  have  hut  a  few  weeks  returned/*  ^r,  Metcalf  ^ 
alsov  ftubsequeuth%  puut  the  following  !ctier«  bt^fore  referreil  lo  in  p.  225  r  >-* 

"  Bunion,  Jan.  26,  1848. 

"  Str.  — ^  In  answer  to  yonr  inquiry  reaped  in  g  tht*  nature  of  my  interview 
with  Mr,  Morion,  1  can  only  add  to  my  note  of  Dee.  20.  that  the  conversa- 
tion was  conimeneed  by  some  inquiry  on  liis  part,  concerning  the  nature  and 
eflects  of  sulphuric  ether,  a  vjiil  of  which  be  tben  held  in  his  hand, 

'*  In  jujswer  to  bis  several  question?*,  I  gave  him  such  information  HA  h* 
eoiild  Imve  obtjiined  fnun  any  inlelligeni  ajjothewiry  at  (hat  time,  and  al$o 
relak'il  lo  bim  itf>me  i>ersnmil  experience  a*  to  ii*  use  as  a  fubsiiuitp  for  the 
nitrous  oxide  ;  mMing  l]>e  then  generally  received  opinion,  tlmt  it*  excestive 
iubidation  would  produce  dangerous,  if  nt>t  fatal  const^quences.  Some  refei^ 
cnee  was  made  —  but  whether  by  Mr,  Morton  or  myself,  I  cannot  remember 
— ^to  the  unsuccessful  experiments  of  his  former  partner^  Mr.  Wells,  with 
the  nitroti:*  oxide.  Ii  was*  one  of  those  casual  ctxiversalions  which  quickly 
pa*8  from  llie  mind  ;  and  it  vv*»  ftir  the  first  time  recalled  to  my  memory^ 
upon  seeinji,  months  after,  in  a  French  journal*  an  account  of  the  nnvss- 
theiie  effeeis  of  ether,  the  discovery  of  whidi  waa  ascribed  by  the  writer  to 
ft  Boston  dentist. 

*'  1  nm,  sir,  very  reupeetfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 
**N.  L  Bowditcb,  Esq."  *'  TiifcioiHiUK  Metca^LT. 

Mr.   Mel  calf  is  ihe  well  known  predecessor  of  Mr,  Burnett,  and.  as  an  ' 
apothecary.  btiR  long  ponye^sed,  i\i  the  h!y:he*t  degree,  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  tbc  medical  prufessiou  ;  and  there  is  no  one  in  the  community  , 
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made  an  arrangement  in  business,  the  express  ohject  of  which 
jrns  to  relieve  himself  from  the  immediate  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  order  to  devote  himself  to  something  which  would 
make  an  entire  revolution  in  dentistry.  But  we  do  not  tlunk 
it  at  all  materiiil  to  go  into  the  minute  details  of  this  evi- 
dence. Skilful  in  his  particular  department,  he  makes  no 
Ensions  to  general  science.  Seeking  for  this  discovery, 
acquainted  with  this  very  agent,  —  he  culls  upon  Dr. 
personal  character  waaUl  gire  higher  authority  to  any  statement  of 
.»»  Jistinettj  and  positively  made.  It  is  titfirefore  a^rtittn,  that  />.  Morton, 
wnmiki  hrfare  his  intfvvifw  with  Dr.  Jackson,  purchased  sulphuric  efher  at  the 
ftty  iliop  where  Dr.  JneksoD  at  last  advised  him  to  buy  some  more  (pure 
aod  rectified),  with  which  the  suci'ossful  cxperiitietit  was  made.  And  It 
may  l»c  remarked,  that  the  details  of  the  nonversation*  given  by  Mr.  Met- 
^U^  teem  conclusively  to  show  with  what  intent  Dr.  Morton  was  then 
ftiakin^  hijt  purchase. 

The  Commitree  may  claim  the  entire  credit  of  obtaining  this  most  impnr- 
tot  teafifiiouy.    Mr.  MctcaJf,  having  been  ab^cut  in  EiirnpCt  had  never 
been  applied  to  by  Dr.   Mtirton,  who  called  upon  liim  only  at  the  expresa 
««gjje»tion  of  Jbe  Committee     Besides  its   direct  hearing  in  the  cai?©,   it 
confirrns  the  elatement  fjf  Dr.  Ilayden,  who  had  prevkuisly  testified  to  the 
iiii^e  of  a  suinil  qui/intity  of  sulphuric  tether  iit  Mr.   Burnett's;  ami  not 
ao,  hut  it  seem*  to  prove  that  Dr.  Ilayden  could  not  have  any  motive 
'e[m»enting  the  contenti  of  the  <lemijohu,  Mince  the  (lolnt  at  ifisue 
Dr.  Morton't  ettiirt  ignornnce  of  sulphuric  ether,  not  !iia  tjrmttr  or  trss 
Itje  of  that  a^ent.     Dr.  Gay,  from  the  umissiou  in  the  published  atfi- 
cUfiia  of  Dr.  Morton  to  state  the  kind  of  ether  used  iu  Wm  ex  peri  mentis, 
mfcfi  hu  total  ignorance  of  suiphuric  *°Mer,  down   to  Sept.    80,  1840*    In- 
det(l|  Dr.  Jackaoii  stated  to  one  of  the  Committee,  that,  when  Dr.  Mor- 
ten had  hU  interview  wtlh  him  on  Sept.   30,  IBltJ,  he  (Dr-  Morton)  had 
ftCTer  u*pn  sulphuric  ellier^  did  not  even  know  it  by  sight  —  wa«  wholly 
ipjnnini  About  lU  nature  and  qualities-^ and  got  fmm  liim,  for  the  first  tiuiL% 
*lte  iiica  of  lining  it.     To  the  suggestion  that  this  ignorance  was  feigne«l,  he 
^ppM  that  he  knew  it  to  be  real ;  ind  remarked,  *'  The  Committee  may 
wmi«ler  it  as  a  reriain  fact  in  the  ciiae.     It  ejiU  be  proved  h<^yonli  all  reason- 
■Me  doubt   whatever."     The   Committee,   being  aware  of  Mr.    Metcalf's 
*^*tmier»t,  ttugge^ted  that  j»n  unimpt'?ichable  wihiess  had  !?»ntcd,  thnt,  three 
"Jontb  lielijre  that  interview,  Dr.  M.irton  had  bought  sulphuric  ether,  antl 
'ontcr»eii  with  hitii  re«pecting  ita  medicinal  qualities.     Dr.  Jackson  replied 
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Jackson ;  wishing,  without  betraying  his  own  motives  and 
objects,  to  obtain  all  the  information  which  Dr.  Jackson'^ 
extensive  researches  and  experience  might  enable  him  to  fur- 
nish. Dr.  Jackson,  at  this  interview,  voluntarily  gives  him 
the  strongest  assurances  of  the  expediency  and  safety  of 
using  pure  rectified  sulphuric  ether ;  informs  him  where  he 
can  get  some  of  a  good  quality ;  *  and  advises  him,  as  he 
had  more  than  once  advised  others,  to  try  the  experiment. f 
Unlike  others,  Dr.  Morton  determines  to  do  so.     He  does 

that  it  could  not  be,  —  that  it  must  be  an  entire  mistake,  &c.  The  Com- 
mittee learned,  two  days  afterwards,  from  Mr.  Metcalf,  that  he  had  himself 
previous!/  informed  Dr.  Jackson  of  the  fact,  that,  before  he  went  to  Europe^ 
he  had  seen  Dr.  Morton  buying  sulphuric  ether,  and  conversed  with  him 
about  its  qualities.  lie  had  not,  indeed,  stated  to  Dr.  Jackson  the  precise 
time  when  this  interview  took  place ;  but  the  Committee  think  that  thb 
circumstance  affords  evidence  that  Dr.  Jackson's  conclusions  in  this  case 
have  been  formed  without  a  careful  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  facts, 
even  when  hrowjht  directly  within  his  notice. 

♦  Viz.  at  Mr.  Burnett's  shop,  where  Dr.  Morton  had  himself  purchased 
sulphuric  ether  three  months  before. 

t  In  a  memorial  dated  July  31,  1847,  transmitted  by  Dr.  Morton  to  the 
French  Academy,  and,  as  he  informs  the  Committee,  subsequently  pre- 
sented by  Arago  to  that  body,  we  find,  accordingly,  the  following  paragraph  : 
"  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  men  and  to  lK)oks  for  all 
my  information  upon  this  subject.  I  have  got  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little. 
I  learned  from  Dr.  Jackson,  in  1844,  the  effect  of  ether  directly  applied  to  a 
sensitive  tooth,  and  proved  by  experiment  that  it  would  gradually  render 
the  nerve  insensible.  I  learned  from  Dr.  Jackson,  also  in  1844,  the  effect  of 
ether  when  inhaled  by  students  at  college,  which  was  corroborated  by 
Spear's  account,  and  by  what  I  read.  I  knew  of  Dr.  Wells's  attempt  to 
apply  nitrous  oxide  gas  for  destroying  pain  under  surgical  operations.  I 
had  great  motive  to  destroy  or  alleviate  pain  under  my  operations,  and 
endeavored  to  produce  such  a  result  by  means  of  inhaling  ether ;  inferring 
that,  if  it  wouhl  render  a  nerve  insensible  when  directly  applied,  it  might, 
when  inhaled,  destroy  or  greatly  alleviate  sensibility  to  pain  generally. 
Had  the  ether  that  I  tried  on  the  5th  of  August  been  pure,  I  should  have 
made  the  demonstration  then.  I  further  acknowledge,  that  I  was  subse- 
quently indebted  to  Dr.  Jackson  for  valuable  information  as  to  the  kinds 
9j\d  preparations  of  ether,  and  for  the  recommendation  of  the  highly  rectified. 
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DOt  Tield  to  any  doubt,  from  the  opposite  array  of  aii- 
tljorities*  He  is  willing  to  take  tlie  ritek.  Accordingly,  on 
Sept,  30,  1846, —  after  having,  as  he  states,  first  inluilcd  it 
himself,  —  he  finds  a  patient  who  consents  to  jierinit  him  to 
ii»e  it,  and  extracts  a  tooth  without  pain*  It  was,  of  course, 
It  first  srill  uncertain  whether  the  insensibility  so  satiJ^fac- 
lorily  obtainei!  during  this  brief  operation  would  continue 
through  a  more  pndonged  one.  Dr.  Morton,  on  the  next 
day,  calU  on  Dr.  Jackson,  and  informs  liim  uf  his  success  ; 
%m\  the  latter  states  that  he  advised  Dr.  Morton  to  get  tlie 
surgeons  of  the  Hospital  to  permit  its  use.*  lie  dues  not 
kimself,  however,  see  any  of  these  officers.     He  is  not  hini- 

fnm  Buniett*9j  as  the  most  Bafe  and  efiideni.  But  mj  obligBtion  to  bim 
hftth  this  extent,  no  furtherr" 

In  ihi*  meniorial,  we  fitid  alfo  the  folluwing^  pnriigrnph  :  "  I  went  to  1  *r. 
JaclcMHi,  ibereroret  to  procure  ii  gus  bti^,  also  with  the  intention  of  jiseertalri- 
ing  »(>U}eUiing  more  accurately  a»  tg  the  diflen-nt  prepiirni kma  of  ethur,  if  I 
ibonid  find  I  could  do  so  without  setting  him  upon  the  euine  track  of  cxper- 
tment  with  m,vself  I  am  aware,  that  by  this  admission  1  may  »how  myself 
not  to  have  beeu  poFseseed  by  the  most  disinterested  spirit  of  phihisophic 
evthosiiiim,  clear  of  all  regard  for  perfvonal  rights  or  benefits;  but  it  ia 
fQongh  for  me  to  fay,  that  I  felt  I  had  made  satTifices  and  run  rlska  for  tliia 
object;  liiat  I  belieTed  myself  to  be  dose  upon  it,  yet  where  aouther,  with 
bttter  opportunities  for  experimenting,  availing  himself  of  my  bints  and 
liUar«,  might  take  the  prize  from  ray  graip." 

Tli<j  Committee  deem  it  a  very  important  eon  si  tie  rat  ion,  in  rewpect  to  this 
^iMmriew,  tliat  the  infurmation  in  question  was  elicitefi  by  the  vitsit  of  Dr, 
\  lo  Ur.  Jackson  for  a  specific  purpose,  viz.  to  obtain  the  means  of 
f^fVloading  a  pati<?nt  to  submit  to  an  operation,  under  the  idea  Uiat  it  would 
be  (lUAttended  with  puin ;   and  that  it  was  not  disclosed  in  an  interview 
t  by  Dr.  Jackson  to  make  trial  of  it  for  fus  satisfaction,  or  to  actom- 
I  ku  purpo^s> 

'  Df.  G.  G.  Hayden,  however,  in  his  affidavit,  states  that,  "on  the 
trenlog  of  the  30th  of  September,  after  the  tirst  experiment  had  been  made 
tkth  f ucc'ess,  Dr.  Morton  spoke  about  going  to  the  Hospital,  and  using  the 
*tbcTiJ>ere,  and  thus  bringing  out  the  new  discovery  ;  "  while  a  witness  of 
t^.  JiU'k^an's  testifies,  tliat  *'  Dr.  Morton  strongly  objected  at  first  to  going 
^  i\ifi  Hospital/'    He  certainly  showed  oo  such  reluctance  (tt  last. 


self  present  at  any  of  the  earlj  operations**  He  fears  tha 
Df,  Murtcm  niiiy  recklessly  tlo  some  great  mUchief. 
refuses  to  give  him  a  written  certifieute  of  the  safety  of 
application  of  ether.  He  openly  and  etron^ly  expresses 
re«j^ret  that  he  had  ever  eoinriiiuiicjiteil  to  Dr,  Mortun  any 
information  upon  the  subject. f  Certainly,  then,  with  respect 
to  all  these  subsequent  experiments.  Dr.  Jackson  is  free  from 
the  least  responi^ibility  ;  and  this  alike,  whetlier  he  doubted 
the  safety  oi*  the  appHcation  of  ether,  or  only,  as  it  wunlJ 
seem,  the  competency  of  Dr.  Muriun  to  administer  it  safely, 
In  either  case,  the  risk  was  wholly  confined  to  Dr.  Slorton 
and  the  surgeons  cif  this  Ho?(pitiil4  Dr.  Morton  thus  fulhiws 
up  his  first  success ;  and  the  great  truth  is  at  Inst  made 
manifest,  for  which  so  many  a  prayer  had  been  breathed  in 
vain  ever  since  man  had  lived  and  suifercd.  It  is  demon- 
strated that  ether  mrfy  he  applied  with  mfety^  so  as  to  pro- 
duce visensibilily  dKrinff  (tU  surgical  operations. 

*  Dr.  Jacksfiii  was  absent  from  tlie  city  when  the  third  operatfon  was  per- 
foriiiiHl  lit  the  Hosjiiiiil,  nml  remnined  iibseivt  twelve  i!ays ;  hut,  besides  thU 
expeL'ttHl  a!>'^enfe,  he  liut!  assi^aieil  anothur  reason  lor  declining  to  assist  at 
thfil  ojieratton. 

t  More  Ihan  one  witness  ilistinctly  remembers,  that  the  expres«ir>n,  "  I 
dau't  care  what  lie  doe»  with  it,  if  he  does  not  tirag  my  name  in  with  it/* 
and  others  of  similar  import,  were  U8e<3  by  Dr.  JactcBon  in  relation  to  Dr» 
Morton 's  e.'irly  expmiiicnts  iti  confirnnittoti  and  et^tAbhshmeiit  of  this  dis- 
covery* And  one  of  Dr.  Jackson's  own  wittieHseSt  George  O.  Barnes,  in  an 
attitkvit  published  in  Dr.  Guy'i  pamphlet,  siaya  expressly  :  *'  In  fact,  he  (Dr. 
Jackaon)  waa  sorry  that  he  had  communicated  hi*  diiscovery  to  Morton, 
and  that  he  had  employed  him  to  make  thoae  early  experituent«  wltli  the 
ether.     He  sjioke  strongly  npon  those  pointa." 

I  These  were  then,  as  now,  Dra.  John  C  Warren^  George  ILiy  wani, 
Solomon  Ih  Townseoii,  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  Samuel  rarkman^  and  J.  Masuu 
Warren.  Dr*  Gay  argues  that  Dr,  Morton  tiid  not|  ami  from  hb  ignorance 
could  not,  run  any  risk  in  following  the  directions  originally  given  hy  Dr. 
Jackaon.  That  argnment  h  certainly  inapplicable  to  these  aubsetjuent  exper- 
iments. 
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lT(>on  the  whole,  then,  it  «eema  clear  that  to  Dr.  Morton 

the  world  is   indehted   for  this  discovery ;   and  tluit,  but  fur 

Dr*  JacksoD*8    scientific  knowledge   and   sound  advice,  Dr< 

3Iortan  would  not  have  made  it  at   that   preci:?e  Iinic,  and 

imigbt  have  failed  to  do  so  at  any  time.     Tlic  ont',  having  a 

oocviction  of  the  safety  of  the  agent »  has  the  credit  of 

inog  the  best  possible  advice  :   the  otlier,  by  nature  deter- 

ined    and     fearless,    uiakei?    tlie    fir^t    actual    apjilicatiun. 

iween  the  dis^cuverer  and  hh  adviser,  there  will  henceforth 

ever   be   an   indissoluble,  however   reluctant*  ctjpartnership. 

In  accordance  with  these  general  views  are  the   published 

itatemeuts  of  two  of  our  own   officers.     One  of  tlicui,  Dr. 

Htyward,  says:   "It  is  undcrstuod,  that  Dr.  C  T.  Jackson, 

well  known  by  his  great  attainments  in  gerdogy  and   cheni- 

itry,  first  suggested  the  use  of  ether;   hut  to  Dr.  Murton,  I 

flunk,   must  be  awarded   the  credit  of   being  the  tirs^t   who 

demonstrated,  by  actual  ex[)erinient  on  the  luuuan  subject, 

the  existence  of  this  wonderful   property."     Tfie  other,  Dr, 

[Jacob  Bigelow,  President  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 

and  Sciences,  in  an  adiclfi  puhlisihcd  in  the  Medical  and  8ur- 

ical  Jaurnal   of  July  7,  LS47,  says  :  "In   the  ease  of  Dr. 

'ack^on,  if  he  did  make  the  disrover)'^  in    1'SI2,  as  ajiscrted, 

even  later,  he  stands  accountable  i'or  the  mass  of  huntan 

nn«*ery  which  he  has  permitted  his  fellow-creatures  to  undergo, 

fn>m  the  time  when   he  made  his  discovery  to  the  time  when 

Dr.  Morton   made   his«      In   charity,   we   jirefer  to   believe, 

t,  up  to  the  latter  period,  he  had  no  definite  notion  of  tlie 

real  power  of  ether  in  surgery,  having  seen  no  case  of  its 

appticatjon  in  that  science.     The  first  made  partial   ex|)eri- 

mentis,  and  recommended,  but  did  nut  make,  decissive  ones. 

The  la*t  took  the  risk  and  labor  necessary  to  demonstrate  or 

prove  its  efficacy,  and,  above  jdl,  the  safety  of  tlic  pro- 

I,  which j  until  his  time,  had  been  believed  tu  be  dangerous 
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to  life,  OB  various  good   authorities,  from   Dr.  Christison  to 
Mr.  Penljudy* 

In  view  alike  of  the  simplicity  of  the  a*^ent  emphiyeJ,  the 
magnitude  of  the  results  attaiuedj  and  the  near  approaches 
so  repeatedly  made  to  tliis  discovery,  how  applicable  are  tJio 
lines  of  Milton,  to  which  a  friend  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  Committee !  , 

**  The  invention  all  ftdmired,  and  e«cli  liow  he 
To  he  the  iiiTfiUor  missed,  so  eaey  it  gcemed 
Ouce  found,  whidi  yel  untbund  most  iwould  have  thought 
Impossible*" 

It  is  matter  of  regret  that  a  nchle  discovery  in  science 
should  have  been  attended  with  discussions  aud  controversy, 
involving  much  bitterness,  tuid,  as  it  seems  to  U8,  disingenu- 
oii5iiess,  Dr,  Morton  distinctly  admits^,  that  his  original 
application  to  Dr.  Jackson  was  made  with  a  studied  conceal- 
ment of  his  true  (ibject,  and  an  ae^sumed  ignoiTince  of  the 
whole  .subject  (ns  it  would  seem,  even  to  the  extent  of  asking 
if  ether  were  a  gas).  The  motive  of  this  concealment  is 
explained  to  have  been  a  fear  lest  he  should  otherwise  lose 
the  honor  of  any  evcntuaj  discovery  which  lie  might  make.  ■ 
The  consequences  to  Dr.  Alortun  have  been,  however,  that 
many,  relying  on  tlie  unimpeaeiiable  testimony  of  those  pres- 
ent at  that  interview,  have  been  induced  to  witiihold  from 
him  all  credit  whatever,  except  that  *>f  ^*  a  nurse  who  adminis- 
ters a  new  and  hold  prescription  of  a  physician/*  •  aod  to  re- 


I 


*  Tliis  iUuBtration,  used  by  Dr,  Gajr,  seems  to  the  Committee  entiTelyl 
inai>plit'iib!e.  A  nurse  who  refuses  to  administer  even  a  new  and  bold  pre-] 
6tTiplH)n  may  le  jnstly  denounced  by  the  attending  physician  ;  fi^hereas  Dr.! 
Morton  wan  not  a  student  under  Dr.  Jackson's  orders,  and  obliged  to  adintorJ 
ister  his  remedtes  to  one  of  hts  (Dr.  JaLk&on^s)  patit-nts.  He  waa  a  frte 
agent,  who,  alter  receiving;  the  presLTipticn,  volnnlarily  "went  and  iKJUgiit 
out  a  patient  wbo  waij  wilHiig  to  submit  to  it. 
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pfi  him,  throygliout  this  discovery,  in  the  false  light  of  a 

mere  agent  of  Dr*  Jackson.     This  culpable  step  has  seemed 

to  increase  the  merit  of  Dr.  Juckson's  fid  vice,  by  rendering  it 

unsalicited  infonnatioo,  inistead  of  a  mere  answer  t<i  a  direct 

inqoirj.     It  has  itself  furnished  the  only  colorable  grotinJ 

T  depriving   Dr.    Morton   of  tlie   honor   of  the   di.^covery. 

Tims  fitly  has  the  majesty  of  truth  vindicated  itself  I     On  the 

other  hand,  ,  •  .  in  a   communication  in   the   Boston    Daily 

I  Advertiser  of  March  1st,  Dr.  Jaekson  says  he  ^'  was  desirous 

if  testing  (i  (the  ether)   in  a  capital  operation^  and  tliut 

Dr,  J.   C,    Warren  poUtehj   consented  to    have    (he  Uial 

ride;  and  its  results  proved  entirely  sat i?? factory,  an  amputa- 

ion  having  been  performed  under  the  influence  of  ethereal 

por,  without  giving  any  pain  to  the  patient.**     Whereas 

we  have  two  distinct  published  statements  of  Dr,  lYarren, 

one  in  reply  to  a  letter  of  Nov*   30,  1846,  in  wbich  occurs 

_lhe  following   sentence:   "Two  or   three   days    after  these 

^^rcurrences  (I'.e.  the   first  two  operations  at  the  Hospital)^ 

I      on  raeetiuij  with  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  distinfjulsbed  for 

IS  philosophical  spirit  of  inrpiiry,  as  well  as  for  bis  geologi- 

ft]  and  chemical  science,  this  gentleman  informed  nie  that  be 

rst  suggested  to  Dr.    Morton  the  inspiration  of  ether,  as  a 

leans  of  preventing  the  pain   of  operations   on   tbc  teeth. 

rfe  did   not   claim    the   invention  of  the    apparatus,  or  its 

practical  application.      For  these  we  are  indebted    to  Dr, 

_^3Iorton."      Tlie  other  statement   is  as   follows :    **  Boston, 

^ptto.  6,  1847,     I  hereby  declare  and  certify,  to  the  best  of 

my  knowledge  and  I'ecoUectiou,  that  I  never  heanl  cjf  the 

ttse  of  su][)huric  ether  by  inhalation,  as  a  means  of  prevcnt- 

(g  the  pains  of  surgical  operations,  until  it  was  suggested 
r  Dr,  W.   T.   G.  Morton^  in  the  latter  part  of  October, 
J46."     If  it  be  said  that  neither  of  tlie  first  two  operations 
was  ai  capital  one,  we  have  the  authority  of  Dr.   Hayward, 
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who  performed  the  second  operation/  for  saying  that  it  was 
the  removal  of  a  Teir  large  tumor  from  the  mtn,  —  that  it 
occupied  seven  minutes,  —  that,  a^  rt  invulved  the  painful 
pn3C€SS  of  cutting  through  the  skin  to  a  great  extent,  it  vrm 
as  entirely  satisfactory  as  an  amputation  would  liave  Ijeen,  — 
the  patient  V»eing  free  from  all  sense  of  pain.  One  present 
at  the  operation  exhibited  to  the  Committee  a  sketch  of  the 
arm  and  the  tumor  upon  it,  taken  at  the  time,  wjiich  clearly 
showed  how  formidable  an  oj>eration  it  must  have  been*  , 
though  not  perhaps  what  would  be  professionally  calletl  afl 
severe  one.  Dr.  Warren  says  expressly  in  his  yet  unpub-  ' 
lishetl  work,  '^The  patient  exhibited  no  sign  of  physical  or 
intellectual  ^ufTering."  And  yet  it  icas  not  until  after  thin 
operation^  that  Dr,  Warren  or  Dr.  Hnywanl  had  re- 
ceived  an  ijttimation  that  Dr.  Jackmn  had  any  thing  to 
do  itith  the  diiicove)y^  either  from  himself  or  any  one  else* 
The  third  operation  was  a  capital  one*  and  it  was  entirely 
successluL  Alice  Mohan,  a  young  woman  of  twenty  years  of 
age  (who  had  long  been  a  patient  in  our  institution,  and  who 
13  doubtless  well  remembered  by  all  this  Board,  to  whose 
kind  considenition  her  character  and  conduct,  no  less  than 
her  misfortunes,  so  well  entitletl  her),  was  to  submit  to  am- 
putation above  the  knee.  But  if  Dr.  Jackson's  statement  is 
to  be  understood  as  applying  only  to  this  case,  we  still  find 
that  every  part  of  the  statement  is  entirely  irreconcilable  with 
the  facts.  This  operation  was  performed,  not  by  Dr.  War- 
ren, but  by  Dr.  Hayward.  And  not  only  was  Dr,  Hayward 
still  entirely  ignorant  of  Dr.  Jackson's  participation  in  this 
discovery  ;  but  the  dialogue  which  actually  had  taken  place 

♦  The  first  operatioD,  the  reraOTal  of  n  tumor  from  the  neck,  wns  per- 
fonned  by  Dr.  Warren,  who  siiys  that  it  was  a  case  of  iiiiiM?rleet  etherization. 
It  wa^  perforniLMj  Oft,  10,  IthlQ-  The  second  operation  took  plicc  OcL  17, 
and  ihf  tliirtJ  on  Nor.  6* 
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hctireen  Dr,  Warren  and  Dr.  Jackson,  in  relation  to  it,  was 
to  tliia  effect,  Dr,  Warren,  on  being  inftirmeil  hv  T>i\ 
ikson  that  he  first  suggested  to  Dr.  Morton  tlic  use  of 
uric  ether,  I'^quested  J)t\  Jackson  to  come  to  the  Hos^ 
pifai^  and  tid minister  it  during  this  operation,  which  was 
to  lake  place  the  next  Sntunhiy,  Di\  Jackson  declined 
dmnff  ^r>,  for  two  rea8i>n8  :  one,  that  he  was  going  out  of 
town  ;  the  other,  that  he  couhl  not  do  so  consistently  with 
his  arrangements  with  Dr.  iltjrton.  Dr.  Warren  has  not 
^\en  to  the  Ciimrahtee  any  information  respecting  this  con- 
Tcrsation  :  but  that  such  was  the  substance  of  tbe  diahjgne  is 
capable  of  judicial  proof  from  other  evidence  svliich  lisis  been 
laicl  l>efore  the  Committee.  So  that,  if  Dr.  Jackson  at  any 
lime  requeated  of  Dr.  Warren  to  have  the  ether  administered 
ring  a  cjtpital  operation  at  the  Hospital,  it  must  have  been 
this  conversation^  in  which  lie  declined  to  administer  it, 
after  it  had  been  .successfully  applied  by  anotfjer  wit  bout 
hb  assistance. 

This  withholding  of  all  credit  from  Dr.   Morton  has  but 

used  Dr.    Jackson's   own   claims  to  be   the  more  strictly 

scrutinized .     Had  he  been  willing  ti>  ad  in  it  that  tbe  disco  v- 

ety  was  a  joint  one,  the  world  would  probably  have  allowed 

to  him,  as  a  truly  scientific  man,   the  largest  share  of  tlie 

honors    resulting   from    it.       The    exclusive    claims   of  Dr. 

Jjickson  scera  to  rest  wholly  upon  the  hypcithesis,  that  Dr. 

Morton  was,  from  iirst  to  last,  his  mere  agents  —  an  idea 

evidently  repudiated  by  Dr.   Jlorton,  when  be  first  went  to 

Dr.  Warren,  without  even  naming  Dt\  Jaclcnon;  and  most 

upeoly  and  unequivocally  disavowed  by  Dr.  Jackson  himself, 

during  the  whole  series  of  Dr.  Mortoti's  experiments.     The 

Committee  think  that  Dr.  Jackson's  own   early  acta  have, 

inJeed,  for  ever  rendered  inadmissible  these  exclusive  claims. 

'liiiit  first  ainreed  to  receive  from  Dr.  Morton  the  sum  of  five 
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hundred  dollars »  as  a  competisation  for  his  services.  Is  it, 
for  one  moment,  concelvublc  that  tlie  true  discoverer  woidJ 
have  thod  bartered  away  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage  ? 
And  when  subsequently,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Solicitor 
of  Patents*^  a  personal  intiniate  friend  of  Dr*  Jackson,  Dr. 
^forton  consented  to  pcrreiit  Dr.  Jackson's  name  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  his  own  in  the  patent, — he  having  agreed,  m 
instead  of  the  five  huntlred  dollars,  to  receive  one  tenth  part  V 
only  of  the  profits, — we  ask  again.  Is  it  conceivable  that 
the  sole  discoverer  would  have  thus  associated  another  with 
himself,  taking  even  an  oath  that  they  were  joint  discoverers, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  have  consented  to  receive  only  a  pit- 
tance of  what  was  wholly  liis  own  ?  No  I  We  consider 
that  Dr.  Jackson  is  estopped  for  ever  from  such  a  claims  ■ 
and  that  not  upon  technictil  grounds,  but  by  the  whole  equity 
of  the  case.  We  will  not,  however,  further  pursue  this  un- 
gracious part  of  our  subject. 

It  is  further  matter  of  regret  that  a  patent  sliould  have 
been  taken  out  for  such  a  dii^covery.  As  well  might  Dr. 
Franklin  have  claimed  one  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
electric  fluid*  A  patent  in  this  case,  indeed,  would  seem  to 
be  a  peculiarly  odious  monopoly,  —  a  speculation  based  upon 
human  suffering,  - — like  an  exclusive  right  to  sell  breadstufls 
to  a  famishing  community.  It  is  due,  however,  to  Dr.  Mor- 
ton to  state  that  he  tendered  the  free  use  uf  the  discovery  to 
this  institution,  and  requested  from  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  a 
list  of  all  similar  institutions  in  the  country,  that  he  might 
extend  its  benefits  to  them.*  He,  in  like  manner,  tend- 
ered the  free  use  of  it  to  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States.     His  design  was^   as   he  alleges^  to  charge 


I 
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*  He  certainly  made  the  offbr,  witliout  any  previous  rcqaest  from  thi» 
Board ;  though  a  wibiead  of  Dr.  jAcksoii's  states  that  it  was  made  at  lil« 
BUggestioii,  and  with  a  reluctant  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Morton. 
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to  practitioners  a  moderate  annual  soiii,  which^  he  thought, 
would  be   paid  cheerfully,   and    without  inconvenience,   by 
their  respective  patients,*     Dr.  Jjicki^rm'^s  name  wtiulil   not 
hiiTe  been  n^sociated  in  the  patent,  but  at  tlie  ingti^^atiun  uf 
R*  II.  Eddy,  Esq.,  the  solicitor,  who  has  publicly  avowed 
that  he  acted  under  a  mistaken  apprehension  of  facts,  and 
kirho    now   award*   to  Dr.    Morion    the    sole    honor    of  the 
avery,  wljich  at  the  time  he  supposed  might  fairly  be  re- 
aa  a  joint  one.     Mr,  Eddy^s  intelhgenee  and  trutliful- 
Iie08f  and  his  sincere  friendship  for  Dr.  Jackson,  are  wt^ll 
known  in  this  commnnity.      But  we  nmst  state  our  convic- 
tion, that  it  was  a  sad  mistake  to  have  resorted  to  any  exclu- 
sive legal  right  in  the  present  instance.     This  has  become 
llhe  dehberate  opinion  of  the  profession  and  of  the  pulilic. 
lOne  of  the  patentees,  Dr.  Jackson,  after  a|iplying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  larger  share  of  the  profits,  ultiujsttely  renounced 
all  claims  to  any  benefit  from  this  source  ;  and  the  |iuteot  has 
also  become  unavailable  to  Dr.  Motion. f     We  cannot,  lunv- 

*  In  liis  liceasea  wu  inferted  a  clanBe,  that  such  pujuiontB  were  to  cease, 
if  the  Ciiiied  Stiitt*,  or  the  Suit©  where  tbe  pructitioner  lived,  uhouJd  pur- 
clmH'  tlie  right  to  ii&c  the  discovery. 

t  The  two  gentlemen  who  iicted  af  legal  advisers  of  Dr.  JackKon  ad- 
dfesaeda  Jetter  lo  Meb&rs.  R.  U.  Eddy  and  W,  T.  G.  Morton,  dated  Boaiou, 
Jtuiuuy  28,  1847»  contiiiiiin^  the  two  following  Bentenccs :  **  Uurfer  the 
KQ»etit  cirvuiiifitaiiees  of  the  c  ase,  we  tldnk  l!>e  lea&t  that,  In  justice  to  your- 
**lte4  aud  Dr,  Jackson,  vou  ewn  ofler  is  2o  per  cent  of  the  profits  nrising 
^"HD  the  inveDlJun,  hoth  at  hc^nie  ami  abroad,  iji  i*eltlemc*ut  of  his  daim 
npon  you/'         ,»...,. 

"Il  it  our  wish  to  settle  the  matter  amicably,  if  po^f^jblc.  We  hojie  you 
will  ftee»  by  our  auggestlons,  tliat  we  wish  only  to  Imvc  a  fair  dbiribution  of 
l*ic  I"rf>fit»  of  a  diseoTery  made  uniojig  those  who  cannot,  if  tliey  diaugree, 
•ftcUiJiUy  sustain  tlie  patent ;  and  wiiich,  if  ituslained,  pntmms  to  ijivt  to  all 
f^nitM  large  suhis  o/  montif  for  thtir  vmitd  vihtf}>erut{m.'*  Dr.  Gay,  however, 
•*J«  that  Dr  Jackson  **  deemed  it  a  sort  of  impropriety  to  procure  lettera 
Pttcot  for  the  practical  appliciiiion  of  scieniifie  dibcoverics.  lie  hitii^clf 
ftt'erwituld  have  procured  one  merely  for  his  own  pecuniary  benefit,  in  a 
Cisenj  int(Hjrtant  lo  the  interesls  of  humanity/' 

b  Uie  memorial  before  referred  to,  as  presented  by  Dr.   Morton  to  the 
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ever,  but  wish  that  it  had  been  originally  taken  out  ratlier 
from  the  hope  of  securing  to  themselves  the  honor  than  tlie 
|irofiti?  of  the  discovery.  And  yet  a  national  benefit  of  such 
mujj^nitude  is  well  entitled  to  a  national  reward.  It  may  be 
true  that  Dr.  Jackson  does  not  need  or  now  wish  such  re- 
ward ;  but  it  is  a  mortifying  fact  that  Dr.  Morton's  pecuniary 
affairs  have  become  enibarrassetl,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
terruption of  his  regular  business,  resulting  from  his  efforts 
and  experiments  in  establishing  this  great  truth,  and  that  his 
health  has  ali*o  seriously  suffered  from  the  same  cause,  ao 
that  he  can  devote  only  a  small  p^^rt  of  each  day  to  his  pro- 
fessional labors.  lie  has  become  pour  in  a  cause  which  has 
lUJide  the  world  his  debtor.  The  Committee  are,  in  this  con- 
nection, autliorized  to  state,  that  a  memorial  was  prepared  by 
the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this  institution,  to  be  forward- 
ed to  Congress  at  its  present  sesi*ion^  and  had  lieen  already  M 
signed  by  eleven  of  thcrn  (all  cxcc|>t  Dr.  J,  B.  S.  Jackson),  " 
when  further  proceetlings  were  stopped  by  a  remonstrance 
from  Dr.  C.  T,  Jackson,  Tins  memorial,  as  embtnlying  the 
views  of  these  o6ficers,  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  your  Com- 
mittee ;  and  we  cannot  belter  close  this  dis^cassion  than  by 
subjoining  the  falluvving  copy  of  the  document  referrcil  to  :  — 

**  To  fhe  Senate  and  Hou^t.  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  8i4iitet  qfl 
America,  in  Congrtsu  ajtsanbled. 

**  The  undersigned,  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the   Massarliii9i«tt-a  ' 
General  Hospital,  beg  leave  to  rcprtrsent*  — 

**  That,  in  tho  year  1840,  a  discovery  was  made  in  the  eitv  of  Boston, 
by  wbli'h  ihu  liumiiii  body  is  rcndeiH<d  iuisensiljle  to  pain,  during  surgical 


French  Academy t  the  closing  sentence  la  as  follow*:  ••  But,  at  the  use  baj« 
bceome  i^eneral  and  almost  oceesNiiry,  1  Imve  long  since  almndont'd  tlie  sale 
of  ri^ht^  (iintler  the  patent),  ami  the  public  U)«c  llie  ether  freely;  and.  I  be- 
Keve,  I  Am  the  only  person  in  the  world  to  whom  this  discovery  lias  so  fiw 
been  a  pecuniary  loa«." 


HOSPITAL   BEPORT. 


241 


tiuiiibi 


oprnuions,  and  during  other  serious  ami  violent  affeetions,  by  means  of 

llie  vapor  of  ether  inhaled  into  the  lun;i^. 

•*  That  a  patent  for  this  discoTcry  was  taken  out  by  two  citizens  of 

hy  whom  the   first  sati-sfactory  experiments   on  the  pri?ventioii 

jMio  by  thLi  ineans  had  beun  made ;  and  the  first  tapital  operadoua, 

id(icti*d   under  the  influcnee  of  this  agent,  were   pt^rlbnned   in   the 

MA<*Arhij«etr3  General  Hospital  by  the  snrf^eons  of  that  inf^tltutKin, 

"*  That  the  surcess  of  I  his  methoci  of  pi'eventin'j;  pain  has  bi^en  abtin- 
dgfitjr  Atid  oocaplebely  established  by  a  hun*!!^^  and  fifteen  operations 
perfonocd  in  said  Hospitiil  during  the  last  year,  and  by  a  still  greatiT 
tiuiiibi«r  out  of  it  in  the  city  of  Boston, 

*And,  in  all  eases  within  the  knowledge*  of  the  undersiji^^ned,  it  ha^ 
\j  Diiti*^ated,  or  wholly  prt*vt*nted,  the  pairj,  wlien  skilfully  adininis- 
and  in  no  case  has  any  lata  I  or  disai^troiis  con^equenee  followed 
tt?  nsu  within  thi'lr  obsi-rvation ;  and  ulthuu^^h  inroiiveniences  and  tern* 
porary  di^inrbanees  of  the  nenom  systeuj  have  sometimes  folluwed  its 
•ppUcation,  yet  these  are  exemptions  to  a  general  rule,  and  are  not  mure 
rumrimn  than  those  which  result  from  the  emplo\Tiient  of  other  powerful 
unediciual  fliifnts,  and  arc  incomparably  less  distressing;^  than  the  evils 
ibey  are  employed  to  obviate. 

*'  The  undersigned  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  since  the  introduodon 
of  this  procejts,  some  thousands  of  persons  have  inhaled  titber^  in  Boston 
inil  it»»  vieinity.  with  impunity  ami  In-nefit ;  that  its  value  is  already  reeojQ^- 
oiied,  and  its  employment  introduced  into  most  parts  of  Europe  j  that 
the  OR'  of  the  process  ou«j;ht  to  Ik',  ami  by  jurlicious  arranpi-ments  prob- 
ably will  ]h\  extended  into  all  parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  no 
titet-overy  in  medical  science,  during  the  pre*sent  centorj',  has  relieved  as 
nmrh  Hufft-'ring,  and  ronferred  so  great  a  l>enefit  on  humanity,  as  the  dis- 
*w«T)'  of  the  pc»wor  and  ajiplication  of  ether* 

**Tbe  undi*rsij;ned  are  aware,  that  the  power  of  ether  to  produre  in- 
•••aaibility,  and  even  death  when  improfierly  used,  was  known  in  Europe 
oitny  vf^rs  atjo.  They  an*  also  aware  that  other  aeriform  boJiea  have 
^n  rxp^rimenteil  on,  and  the  vapor  of  ether  itself  uiisiuccess fully  tried, 
byoiiiop  indiviiluah'^,  in  sor^Lpcal  operations;  but  they  are  satisfied »  that 
"K*  j^afety  of  the  process,  and  the  effectual  mode  of  applying  it,  were 
^t  made  known  in  Boston  in  184fi. 

"  rtjihrrstanding  that  the  nae  of  this  important  discovery  is  now 
n^rtrirtod  by  lettei-s  patent  p'anted  IVom  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
^t<*,  and  believing  that  it  is  the  policy  of  wH.se  governments  to  diffuse 
ir  consittuents  the  bles^in*^5  of  sm  h  dii»coveries  as  tend  to 
3t 
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alleviate  liuman  suflurin;:,  and,  at  tlie  f^mnv  thin*,  lo  n^wanl  those  who 
have  foiiforrt'd  surli  beuelit.s  tipfin  tht^  world,  — ^ihi*  nntlrr^i^jriit'd  res|M*ctfully 
pray,  that  suih  sums  as  shall  be  thought  aderjuate  may  be  paid  by  the 
government  of  the  UnJU^d  States  to  tliose  persona  who  shall  be  found, 
on  investigation,  to  merit  t-ompoTisation  for  the  benefit  conferred  on  the 
pnblie  by  this  discovery,  and  oii  condition  oi*  the  rtdinquishnient  by  them 
of  any  patent  right  tJiey  luay  hold  restrieting  its  use. 


(Signed) 


*  John  C  Waieren* 

ilACOn  lilGKIAlW. 
Geo.  HAYWARDi 

Eno€h  IIalk. 
S.  1).  Towns  KM*. 
John  D,  Fisher  » 


H*  T.  BownrrCH, 
O.  \V.  Holm  Kg. 
J.  MAm>N  Warrkn. 
Samlkl  Paukman. 
Henry  J.  Bi«klow, 


I 


^'Bo^on,  Not,  20,  1847.'^ 


As  a  general  summary  of  facts  and  views,  the  Committee 

report,  tliat  in  their  jiidgnient  the  following  propositions  are 
sntisfiictorily  establii*lied  :  — 

Down  to  Sept.  30,  1846,  Dr,  Jaekson  had  discovered 
nothing  that  had  not  been  known  and  in  print  in  London 
for  some  years.  It  was  known  that  ether  wnnhl  produce 
inaensibility  ;  that  ^uch  insen^iliility,  thongh  sonietimed  fatal, 
was  sometimes  saJe  ;  and  that  one  of  the  properties  of  ether 
was  ita  power  to  obviate  the  ill  cflects  of  an  inhalatiou  of 
chlorine  gas.  The  discovery  of  the  safety  and  efficacy  of  the 
inhalation  of  ether  in  surgical  operations  liad  not  yet  been 
made ;  the  only  experiment.s  which  Dr.  Jackson  had  tried, 
or  cani*rd  to  be  tried,  being  those  already  prescribed  by  the 
text-books.  Dr,  Jackson  had  for  some  time  entertained  a 
strong  impression  that  it  could  be  used  with  safety  and  effect 
dorinL^  tlie  operations  of  the  dentist,  — a  conjecture  which  a 
hundred  otlier  persons  may  have  made  without  discovering 
tlie  fact ;  and  incidentally,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  he 
had  advised  its  use  for  tliat  class  of  operations,  but  had  been 
unable  to  persuade  any  one  to  use  it,  nut  even  persons  of 
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science  and  intelligence,  who  were  most  faniilrar  with  all  thut 
Dr,  JAckson  knew  or  tlioiii^ht  ii[»on  this  subject. 

Prior  to  this  time.  Dr.  Wells  had  qscmI  the  nitrous  oxide 
'  fur  this  object,  as  reoommendod  many  yenrs  before  by  Sir 
n,  Davy,  His  experiments  perfunnej  in  Boston  were,  bow- 
evcr»  unsucceasfuL  lie  al;*o  ebiitns  t<i  liuvc  performed  one 
experiment  with  siil|>lmri€  ether,  whit  h,  from  tlje  circiim- 
itAiicc^,  must  also  necessarily  be  infeJTed  to  liuve  been  unsuc- 
cessful. And  there  is  positive  evidence  that  the  most  eminent 
pliy^idans  of  Boston  never  heard  of  tlie  hitter  experiment  till 
after  Dr.  Morton'd  discovery. 

Dr.  Morton  had  for  some  time  been  en^^iigcd  in  searching 
far  a  safe  agent  for  promotin^r  insensibility  during  denlid 
operations.  He  knew  of,  and  luid  u[)on  one  occasiuti  taken 
part  in,  the  nitrous-oxide  experiments  of  Dr.  Wells. 

As  early  as  July,  1846,  he  purchased  sulphuric  etlicr,  and 
proceeJefl  to  ex[)erinient  upon  it,  On  i?e|>t,  30,  L'S4rj, 
be  has  mi  interview  with  Dr.  Jucki^on,  and  receives  bis  de- 
cideil  advice  to  use  pure  rectified  suljjhuric  ether  during  a 
dental  operation,  accompanied  with  the  strtnigest  assurances 
of  ita  safety,  and  with  the  iiifonnaiion  where  it  cuuld  be 
obtained.  Dr.  Morton,  uidike  others  who  had  received  this 
wlvice,  and  notwithstanding  he  knew  the  prevailing  belief  of 
tbc  ilungerous  and  sotnetimes  fatal  cliaructer  of  this  agent,* 
forthwith  acted  upon  it.  Tliat  he  proceeded  to  inliale  it  hini- 
*«lb  rests,  indeed,  on  his  own  assertic*n.  The  Comunltee 
I  have  no  doubt  of  its  trutli.  He  certainly  administered  it  to 
a  patient.       JJtf   so  dahiff,   he   tnade  l/na  discovery,]       On 


•  8^  Mr.  Meicalf '»  It^tter,  p.  228. 

t  Indeed^  it  teecns  to  be  distinctly  atlmitteil  hy  the  aiivtxiate  of  Dr.  Jack* 
*""»  that  A«  bad  made  no  discovery  in  tliia  case  prior  to  Sept.  30,  1846,  Dr. 
"V  *^jri  ejfprt' 4«ly,  in  coirnuL'titiri}^  upon  l>r.  WelU's  claims  :  **  Altliouj^li  bo 
tftin'h  linie  (two  and  it  iiaJf  years)  hm  elapsed  since  Mr.  Wella'a  experiment*, 
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leHroing  this  result »  Dr.  Jackson  very  naturally  suggested  to 
Dr,  ilorton  that  he  had  better  get  the  ether  tried  by  the 
«argeon^  of  the  HospitaU  whieh  a  witnesis  of  Dr.  Mtjrton'j?, 
however,  alleges  that  he  had  pre%iously  determmed  to  do. 


he  puuuts  no  erideDoe  of  its  adoplkMi  Into  feneral  sargical  practioe,  cren 
is  tiiftt  Houmhing  city.  /I  rrftwHl  Uuk  mort  ikem  the  same  mmher  of  months 
i»  dSr/fiiM  the  ZnotdiN^  omd  n/fUeatiiom  of  Dr.  Jatkmn's  dtaemmy  tkroughoui  the 


In  UitXt  the  cpecilkmtion  acoocnpanjing  the  pfttent,  and  tigned  both  by 
Dr.  J«ck9nn  mnd  Dr.  Morton,  and  bearing  date  Oct.  27»  1846,  b  most  dUtiiic't 
in  U»e  smine  adoilsaiou.  We  sobjoin  the  fbllowing  exirmcts,  in  proof  of  this 
podtioci,  and  also  of  the  fiict  that  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  regard  sulphuric  Hh/r 
aa  tlie  ae/e  agent  which  misrlit  be  used  to  fyrodnce  in«cnsibUitj  to  pain  :  — 

**  It  b  well  known  ia  chemists,  that,  when  aleoliol  is  iubmitted  to  distil- 
lation  with  certain  acids,  peculiar  compounds,  termed  eihrrs,  are  formed ; 
each  of  which  b  nsnall/  dUtin^uished  by  tlie  name  of  the  add  employed  in 
ita  preparation.  U  haa  al^  been  known  that  the  va/^n  of  mme,  if  nr#f  qU^ 
of  these  diemkal  dijttillationa,  particidarly  ihme  of  sulphuric  rthrr,  when 
l»reaihed  or  introducei!  inu»  the  Innga  of  an  ininial,  hare  produced  a  peculiar 
efleet  on  it»  oerTous  system,  one  which  has  been  supposed  to  be  analogooi 
to  what  is  usuaUy  termed  intoxication/* 

^'  It  has  nerer  (to  our  knowledge}  been  known,  tattit  our  discoimif,  that  the 
inhalation  of  such  rapors,  paiikisbtfi§  tAotf  of  rndplm^k  eUter,  would  produce 
insensibility  to  pain,  or  snch  a  state  of  qutet  tierrons  action  as  to  r%3nder  a 
person  or  animal  incapal»le«  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely,  of  ex|ieriendng 
pain  while  under  the  action  of  tlie  knife,  or  other  instrument  of  operation  of 
a  surgeon,  calculated  to  produce  pain.*" 

**  This  is  owr  diseor<ery"  &c. 

**  From  the  experiments  we  have  made,  ire  art  ted  to  prrfir  tke  vapen  «f 
stdpkmic  edter  to  ikaot  ^  mmriatK  or  acAar  kinds  of  «fAer  ;  but  any  suL'h  tnay  be 
employed  wkicJk  miU  pnperff  prodmem  lAe  giaie  of  insaisibility,  without  ang  la/'a- 
rioMs  coaar^^fneiiors  A»  the  patient,^' 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Keep  and  of  Mr.  Banies,  aa  to  Dr.  Morton^s  not 
being  aware  of  the  importance  of  th«  admiasioa  of  atmospheric  air,  having 
been  commented  upon  by  the  Cummitiee.  it  is  proper  here  to  add  the  fact, 
that  in  this  very  fpecificaiion  occurs  the  following  sentence  in  the  de^Hptioa 
of  the  appBimtttt  to  be  employed :  **  Ld  thptr  he  a  Me  madt  ihrmtyh  Ike  sidb 
of  the  vos$elfhr  the  admisshn  of  atmosftherie  air,**  &e.  And  the  original  appa* 
ntnt  firvk  used  at  the  HospltJil  by  Dr.  Morton  is,  aa  the  Committee  are 
informed,  expressly  constructed  to  as  to  admit  atmospheric  air.     Eesldes, 


I 
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all  the  subsequent  step^  were  taken  by  Dr.  Morton  him- 
self, without  the  slighteist  sjnipnthy  or  co-operatidii  tm  the 
part  of  Dr.  Jackson,  who,  from  alleged  fear  of  his  reckless- 
ness* withheld  from  him  nil  eountenjince  and  eneoura^j^eiuent. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Commit  tec  arc  of  opinion,  that 
the  exclusive  claims  advanced  by  Dr.  Jackj^on,*  though  now 
Tery  extensively  recognized  in  foreign  eunntries,  are  un- 
founded, being  unwarranted  alike  by  hh  acts  and  by  liia 
omissions  ;  and  that  they  involve  great  injustice  towartb  Dr. 
Morton  ;  — lliat  their  names  will  be  for  ever  jointly,  though 
not  equally,  associated  in  this  discovery  ;  Dr.  Jackson  being 
entitled  to  tlie  credit  uf  having  rendered  readily  available  the 
existing  knowledge  upon  the  subject  of  etijer,  which  Dr. 
Morton  was  really,  though  not  a^^owedly,  seeking  to  obtain  ; 
and  Dr.  Sforton  having  first  deuionstrated  its  safety  and  effi- 
cacy hi  the  prevention  of  pain  during  surgical  operations  ;  — 
and  that  Dr.  Mort<m,  hy  consenting  to  permit  Dr*  Jacksoirs 
name  to  be  united  with  his  in  the  patent,  with  tlie  right  to 
receive  one-tetith  part  of  its  profits,  haa  shown  himself  dis- 
posed, fairly  and  honorably,  to  recognize  lire  amount  of  his 
indebtedness  to  Dr.  Jackson*s  advice. 


h&d  no  atmospheric  iiir  been  afimitred,  \\i»  patients  would  proliably  luive 
Wen  kiUent,  liiscriHlit  thruwii  upon  Uie  proeesH,  and  i\w  dii»covery  purliaps 
poitpotied  for  ftget. 

Il  mny  also  be  retunrked.  thnt,  in  view  of  thia  dieit^liiimer,  by  Dr.  .Jjickson, 
of  ADjr  discovery  priar  to  Sept,  30,  1S46,  it  Reemi  diflicuit  to  explain  un 
tjqiresAion  which  is  quoted  by  Mr.  Warren,  in  bis  pampliltt,  as  ex i rat.' led 
from  Dr  JAck<on*ia  letter  to  M.  Elie  di;  Beaumont^  originally  publishetl  in 
"GallgTUinrii  Messenger,"  Jan,  2h,  1847;  namely:  *' I  have  ffjttfrhf  tamed 
fbW  dUcovery  to  use,  by  inducing  a  dentistt  of  this  city  to  administer  the 
ttpor  of  ether  to  persona  whose  teeth  he  was  going  to  extract/' 

•  Tlmt  ftuch  cfaimfl  are  really  advanced  by  l>r,  Jackson  is  well  known. 
Ht  isid  indexed  to  one  of  the  Coniniittee,  **  I  allow  of  no  partiiGTship  in  this 
nwitteT.  If  your  refiort  take«  IVom  me  siieh  a  proporiion  of  the  io!e  cre<lit  of 
ttii»  discovery  at  amountt  euea  to  the  /xiriii*;  ty/a  Jingtr-nait,  1  shall  entirely 
ot»iect  to  U." 
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The  essential  coocIusIoqs  in  the  case   may  be  thus  coe 
ciselj  stated :  — 

1st,  Dr.  Jitck^n  docs  not  appear  at  ttnij  time  Uj  fuivc  made 
any  dlscottt^^  in  regard  to  eihert  which  was  not  in  print  tn 
Great  Britain  some  yctirs  htfore,  1 

2d,  Dr,  Morton,  in  1846,  discovered  the  facts  before  an- 
known,  (ha!  ether  mjuld  prevent  the  pain  of  surgical  ojterations ; 
and  tliol  it  might  he  given  in  iti^icnt  quantity  to  effect  this  pur- 
pose^  without  dtinger  to  life*  He  first  established  these  facts  h\j 
numerous  operations  on  tecth^  and  afer wards  induced  the  surgeons 
of  the  Hospital  to  demonstrate  its  general  applicahilitij  and  itw^ 
portance  in  capiud  operations, 

3d,  Dr,  Jackson  ajipears  to  hart  had  the  belief  that  a  power 
in  ether  to  prevent  pain  in  dental  ojperatlons  would  be  discovered. 
He  (ulviscd  various  jjersons  to  attempt  the  discovery*  Jim 
neither  they  nor  he  took  any  mcastircs  to  that  end;  and  tht 
Witrld  remained  in  entire  ignorance  of  both  the  power  and  safety 
of  ether,  untU  Dr.  Morton  made  his  exiierimctUs.  | 

4th,  The  whole  agency  nf  Dr.  Jackson  in  t/ie  matter  appean 
to  consist  only  in  his  having  made  certain  suggestionSf  which  leu 
or  aided  Dr,  Morton  to  make  the  discovery ^  —  a  discovery  whici 
had  for  some  time  been  the  object  of  his  laAors  and  researches,^  % 
The  Committee  are  well  aware,  that  any  investigation  and 
opinion  which  shall  have  the  sanctiun  of  this  Board,  ^^ — ^cm- 


•  Tlie  resalts  otherwise  arrive^l  at  by  the  Committee  have  received  th« 
highest  eorifirriiiitiijii  from  l*mft?i*sor  Simpson,  the  discoverer  of  ctilorufurm 
who  \\m  transiuitted  to  Dr.  Morton  a  copy  of  his  pamphlet  entitled  •*  Ag 
count  of  a  New  Amesthetic  Agent,  as  a  Substitute  for  Sulphurit^  Eth^r  ir 
Surgery  and  Midwifery,'*  with  the  foHowin>5  note  written  upon  one  of  it 
blank  pages :  — 

**  My  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  ranch  pleasure  in  ofleringt  for  your  kind  accept 
ance,  the  aiicompaaying  pampldc't.     Since  it  was  published,  we  have  hat 
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abating,  as  all  must  ndriiit,  from  those  \vl»r>  ourrJit  to  know 
rnowt  of  the  circiiiii8tancc8  of  this  discovery.  ^ — will  be 
entitled  to  jn'^at  weight.  Tfmt  iinf!stig^;itioo  Irsvs  been  coo- 
Jucted  by  the  Com  ri  it  tee  under  a  solemn  ^ense  of  responsi- 
bility to  the  public,  to  posterity,  and  to  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice.  Personal  feelings  have  been  hiid  a^ide.  When 
this  inquiry  wa»  instituted,  neitlier  of  the  Coinndttee  hud 
ever  seen  Dr,  Morton  ;  mid  both  of  them,  on  the  other  hsnul, 
were  in  friendly  relations  with  Dr.  Jackson.  There  had 
always  existed  between  them  and  hiru  feelings  of  mutunl 
reipect  and  regard.  No  fj-icnd  of  Dr*  Jackson  would  wilJ- 
iu^ly  remove  a  merited  laurel  from  the  brows  of  one  wbo^e 
meniific  attainments,  upright  intent  ion?*,  and  amiable  charac- 
ter, all  are  happy  to  acknowledge.  The  Committee,  indeed, 
believe  that  he  is  honestly  gelf-deccived  in  this  matter. 

We  submit  our  Eepf^rt  upon  this  subject  to  the  Boanl,  in 
the  assurance  that  it  will  receive  their  deliberate  examination, 

TirioQf  other  operations  performed  here,  equally  gu<.TepsfuL  I  linvu  a  uote 
(mm  Mr.  Lidlon,  telling  tne  abo  of  its  perfect  succcbs  hi  London.  Ita 
ftptdiljr  and  depth  nte  amazinfr, 

"/rt  tlt^  Monthlif  Joatunl  of  MetHcal  Sdencejot  Sepiemh^rj  I  hare  a  long  arti' 
*i»m  tthniznttoii,  vittdicatimj  ifour  cUitm*  oter  thme  of  Jackstm. 

**  0/ otmritti  lite  fptai  thouf/ht  is  thai  of  jnttduving  wxtnisihilittf  ;  aitd  for  that 
^i*  BtWrf  I'j,  /  think t  ittticbted  to  tfoit, 

"1  rend  a  pnper  lately  to  our  Society,  showing  tlmt  it  was  recommended 
fcy  Pliny,  &c,  in  old  time*. 

"With  "Very  great  esteem  for  you,  allow  me  to  Bub*crit>e  tnyself, 

**  Yours  very  fitithfully,  '*  J,  Y.  Srui-soK. 

"Edinburgh,  19th  Novemher,  1B47/' 

Aceordinply,  in  a  note  puliHshed  with  the  article  referred  to,  Is  the  follow- 
^  sentence:  "Within  the  lii^t  few  il'^yti,  I  have  seen  a  pamphlet,  dnted 
Witoa,  May  !:Ja,  lfc^7,  iu  wljicli  it  is  stiited,  that, for  three  numilis  jfreviously, 
'JJ  appttTutUfi  h«d  been  laid  aslile,  nnd  ihe  aponge  alone  ueed  for  etherization, 
'f  Br*  Morton,  of  that  city,  —  the  fteulleninn  to  whom,  I  helieve,  the  pro- 
^km  itnd  tniiukind  are  really  and  truly  indebted  for  firKt  redndnj;  into 
pi^ctice  the  production  of  intentihility  by  ether-inhalation,  with  the  object 
^  tnulhilattng  poin  in  surgical  operations. '^ 
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find  that  its  conclusions  will  be  juloptetU  if  nt  all,  under  » 

like  solemn  sense  of  responsibility.* 


*  A  few  remArka  upon  the  manner  in  which  thit  inquiry  Iims  been  ptir* 
tued  limy  not  perhaps  be  inaiipropriate. 

The  Cumitiitiee  c-an^idi^rcil,  tliat,  as  Dr>  MortQQ  alone  assisted  in  the 
early  experiments  at  tbe  Hosrpital,  they  were  not  strictly  called  nphn  tu  men* 
liun  Dr,  Jnckson ;  but,  inasmueli  »s  Dr.  Gay'*  pamphlet  had  been  for  some 
time  before  the  world,  and  also  Mr.  Warren  s  reply,  it  seemed  that  the  whole 
ftuhject  had  been  aubtiiilteti  by  the  parties  to  the  tribunal  of  the  public,  and 
that  the  ]>ublic  would  reasonably  expect  from  thi^  in$stitution  such  a  nartn- 
tive  of  the  facts  a«  might  be  prepared  from  these  and  front  other  mutr^  more 
e^pecititt^  within  our  reach.  Both  these  pamphlela  were  therefore  very  cjhv- 
fuUy  examined  and  compared  ;  twenty >t wo  individuals,  mu«t  Ciin^efBuut 
witli  the  subject,  consulted ;  and  tlte  report  substHnttally  prefMire<L  The 
rommittee  then  deemed  it  adTisahle  to  address  a  note  lo  Dr  Jackson,  in* 
forniing  him  that  Dr-  Gny'»  pamphlet  hiid  been  eonsiden'd  by  them  ni  con* 
taming  a.  full  statement  of  his  claims  ;  that  if,  however,  he  hml  any  additional 
facts  to  c*ommamcate,  the  Committee  would  be  happy  to  receive  them.  The 
result  was  two  personal  inierviews,  he^^ides  one  of  three  hours"  duration 
(by  e\preji«  ft]>point merit)  witli  Dr.  Itay  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Jackiiton.  Dr,  Hay 
offered  to  prove  certuiii  facts,  Imvinj:  no  connection  with  or  relation  to  thtt 
discovery^  which  the  Committee  declined  hearing,  lie  also  said  he  Und 
other  evidence  of  a  strictly  confidential  oharacter,  which  was  olio  declined* 
He  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  testimony  contained  in  Mr.  Wmf' 
ren's  pamphlet.  AH  his  argumentA  and  objections  up<in  this  point  have 
Iwcn  fairly  stated  by  the  Committee  from  memorauda  taken  at  the  time; 
and  the  deUberate  viewfi  of  the  Committee,  in  relation  to  these  objectioni« 
have  been  also  ataied.  The  Committee,  at  Ibis  interview^  witlied  lo  know 
tiie  worst  that  couhl  be  siipgested  aa  to  the  credibility  of  these  witnesacv. 
Few  remarks  were  therefore  made  to  Dr.  Ciay  as  lo  the  sufficiency  of  hit' 
objections  ;  but  they  were  noted  as  subjects  for  future  investigation.  Tl 
Committee  n)ay  have  said.  '*  Well,  pulling  this  deposition  aside  for  Uii 
ground,  what  is  your  objection  to  the  next  deposition  ?  **  But  it  was.  on  the] 
other  hand,  distinctly  ftugpesied  to  Dr.  Gay.  that  two  of  the*e  witnen^et 
were  very  favorably  spoken  of,  and  that  the  testimony  of  Whitman,  wbo^o 
character  even  Dr.  Gay  admitted  to  have  been  above  suspicion,  waw  ubvi 
nusly  confirmatory  of  matters  stated  by  the  two  witnesses  referreiJ  lo ;  anill 
that  even  Whitman's  testimony  alone  was  suitlcient  to  prove  that  Dr»  Mar* 
ton  was  striving  to  rcAlizc  the  idea  of  this  discovery,  and  was  tticrrfore 
irreconcilable  with  Dr  Jackson's  ejrcttwrr  dalma. 

The  Committee  mentione<l  to  Dr.  Jackson,  tluit  ihey  had  obtaine«l  aofni 
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[Apfiended  to  thiis  Report  was  tlic  fullowing  letter  frum 
Mr.  Wightraan  : — ] 

*^y.  I.  Bowflilch,  Esq,  -  Boston,  Feb.  10,  18I.S. 

"  Dear  Sir^  —  In  answer  to  your  not<?  of  yo^terda)*,  (k'sinii;jr  nny  iiifoi- 
miion  I  might  ^k;  able  to  comiimnicate  witli  rcgjarcJ  to  Dr.  j^Iortoirs 
ipplit^tiifii  of  Hher,  I  am  liappy  to  render  tb*'  following  Ptateinent  for 
tk-  B»e  of  tlw  Trustees  of  tbe  lIo»pitul,  wlucli,  if  k  will  uid  tlmlr 
invu^tigjitions,  is  endrtily  at  tbcir  8er\'iee, 


aew  teslimonj  in  favor  of  Dr.  Murtim  (nieauiin^  the  tetters  of  Mr.  Metcjilf 
lud  uf  Dr.  Dana)  ;  but,  believing  th»t  the  tet^timony  in  these  letterei  wa$  of 
I  nniure  not  to  lie  rebiittefl,  the  Comniiltee  ili<l  not  leel  CJilletl  nf)on  to  ntnte 
tii«  liici  tliar  eiihor  of  iliese  two  getitlemeii  had  been  eoni?iilltfil.  The  €um- 
mniee  fell  tbeni»elve^  ptrfi^eily  liee,  like  evt^y  one  ef«e,  to  foim  iin<l  to 
ei))re&«  an  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  universal  interest  unci  imiM^rtance,  nmi 
•hich  inileed  ?eenie«l  to  fall  naturally  within  their  peculiar  provini'e,  n^nt 
tlt/m^  titry  had  not  ihf  prretoux  fM^  mi  union  of  lh\  Jnrison.  Their  report  hiol 
bwn  unnninioui^iy  accepted  by  the  Trustees,  ainl  prestmted  to  and  iinatd 
iltou«ty  nccepled  by  the  Corponition,  While  it  was  in  process  of  ]itdj|ieatH)|}. 
i Dote  iA us  recti vetl  Ij-om  Dr.  Gay;  ulle;:in^'  tluit  he  supposed  his  gbjeciionh 
to  the  fe#timony  in  Mr,  Warreti'i  pamphlet  were  recoirnizei!  by  the  f*om- 
mhiec  m  nell  founded,  and  protesting  against  the  course  pu^^ued  by  the 
Tru*teef  of  the  Massachusetts  tienciai  Hospital  in  giving  *'  any  coumeonnce 
to  tht^  Attempt  of  Mr.  Morton  to  rob  l>r*  .bick.'ioo  of  liia  sjicrcd  rij^ht  to  hia 
o*n  dUcoverj."  Dr*  Gay,  in  his  nole,  »i|TniflcjiDtlj^  «dds,  that  '*  Dr.  J»u'k- 
«m  liai  always^  excepting  in  one  unguarded  moment,  declined  submiitinn: 
hlf  elainiB  to  any  tHbunnI,  either  to  be  ai^reed  upon  by  the  ftarties,  or  n^lf- 
tm»tiiuU4iitHtijofrt*d  UjHin  him  J"  He  allc^eei  that  l*r.  Jackson  hsij*  loucb  new 
idence,  that  the  inve^tigutioM  of  the  Committee  must  necessarily  have 
en  partial,  dc.  'I'hife  note  of  Dr.  Gay  was  laid  before  the  Try*tee»,  at  a 
leeting  held  Beb.  6  ;  but  they  deemed  no  action  neceajMiry  thereuiion.  The 
nmittee  claim  no  judicial  powers?  or  fuuctions.  Dr»  Jacki^on  h  perfectly 
)  to  continue  in  bii»  prci^cnt  deicrmiuRtion  of  never  submitting  his  exclu* 
tc  clainiii  to  any  human  tribunal ,  or  he  may  hereafter  solunit  tbcni  to  one 
hicb  he  sliall  regard  a«  more  competent  or  impartial.  If,  by  any  new 
t*,  \\»  can  eatabllsh  tbeac  chiiitiB,  he  is  still  at  liberty  bo  to  do.  The 
ntttec  can  only  »iate.  that  they  have  cndeav'oi-ed  to  prosecute  their 
Lirie*  in  a  fair,  cautious^  and  thorough  manner,  and  tbnt  they  feel  the 
«t  confldejiee  in  the  soundness  of  the  eonclu*iion!*  at  which  they  have 
ived  ;  and,  con!»ciou»  ibat  no  proceeding  or  neglect  on  thctr  part  \\\i»  justi' 
i  tl^e  remarks  of  Dr  Gay,  they  here  take  leave  of  this  subject yor  tt^r, 
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•*  My  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Morton  commenced  in  the  summer  of 
1846,  when  he  applied  to  me  for  some  information  upon  increasing  the 
security  of  artificial  teeth  by  atmospheric  pressure.  A  short  time  after- 
wards (I  think  within  a  few  weeks),  he  called  again,  and,  in  reply  to  me, 
stated  that  he  had  abandoned  his  views  on  atmospheric  pressure,  which 
he  found  were  erroneous,  arid  teas  then  engaged  upon  something  of  much 
greater  importance  in  liis  profe<ssion.  He  ilt^n  wished  m«  to  show  him 
some  bags  of  India-rubber  cloth^  made  for  retaining  gas,  and  inquired 
whether  it  would  do  to  put  sulphuric  ether  into  them.  My  answer  was,  that 
etiier  was  used  to  soften  rubber,  and  might  dissolve  it  so  as  to  make  the 
bag  leak.  He  then  asked  me  if  an  oiled  silk  bag  would  retain  it.  I 
told  him  that  the  silk  was  covered  witli  a  preparation  of  linseed  oil,  which  I 
had  no  doubt  would  be  acted  upon  by  the  ether ;  but,  as  I  could  give  him 
no  certain  information  i-especting  the  effect,  /  advised  him  to  call  upm 
Br,  Charles  1\  Jackson^  who  was  well  versed  in  these  matters,  and  could 
give  him  the  necessary  information.  He  then  observed  that  Dr.  Jackson 
was  a  friend  of  his ;  that  he  had  boarded  in  his  family ;  had  been  a  stu- 
dent with  him ;  and  that  he  did  not  think  of  it  before,  but  would  call 
upon  him. 

**  A  few  days  after  this  interview,  Dr.  Morton  came  to  me  for  some 
chemical  glasses,  and  appeared  inclined  to  keep  from  me  the  purpose  for 
which  he  wished  theni ;  but,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  I  had  no 
(piestion  in  my  mind  but  they  were  for  ex]>eriments  with  ether.  The 
article  he  then  took  not  answering  his  purpose,  he  visited  my  rooms  a 
number  of  times  during  the  week ;  and,  after  trying  various  articles,  he 
informed  me  tliat  ^xhat  he  wished  to  have  was  something  which  would 
allow  ether  to  be  inhaled  from  it,  to  produce  insensibility  to  i)ain  in  his 
dental  oj)erations.  I  incjuired  of  him  whether  this  would  not  injun.*  the 
lungs.  He  replied  that  he  had  tried  it  himself,  and  administered  it 
witliout  experiencing  any  ill  effects,  and  that  Dr.  Jackson  said  that  it  was 
not  injurious. 

'*  After  suggesting  various  forms  for  an  inlialer,  we  decided  upon  a 
tubulated  globe-receiver,  into  which  he  proposed  to  })ut  a  piece  of  sponge, 
to  be  kept  saturated  with  ether,  and  have  the  opening  through  which  the 
retort  usually  enters  placed  over  the  mouth,  and  the  air  admitted  through 
the  tubulure,  or  liole  for  tlie  stopper.  I  advised  him  to  try  this,  and,  if  it 
answered  the  purpose,  to  have  an  a])propriate  vessel  made.  He  then  left 
me,  and  1  did  not  see  him  again,  until  one  afternoon  he  called  upon  me 
m  great  haste,  and  begged  me  to  assist  liim  to  j)repare  an  apparatus  with 
which  he  couhl  administer  the  ether  to  a  patient  at  the  Hospital  the  next 
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diy,  is  I)?,  Warren  bad  consented  to  use  it  in  an  operation.  lie  np- 
peired  mitch  exfited ;  and  altljuugh,  from  a  pnssiirc  of  other  t'ngagi*- 
menu,  ir  was  very  inrntivenicnt  for  me,  yet  I  cons«'nttMl  fo  aTTangi^  a 
truifMimry  apparatus  under  tliesie  circurastaiiresi.  This  apparatus  was 
ktimpoHid  of  a  (juart  tubuJiited  glola-reecivtr»  having  a  vork  fitted  into 
ittiiftoad  of  a  gltLBs  slopper»  through  wliieh  fork  a  pipette  or  droppnig 
uilx' Wtt«  itiBerUtd  to  supph  thu  ether  as  it  was  evaporateiL  I  thai  t^t 
t*rmd  iargt  grooves  arouufi  the  cork  fo  admif  the  nir  Owcit/  iuio  fhr.  (flifhc 
kmu  with  the  vapor,  and  ddivered  it  to  I>r.  MMrtt^ii. 

•*Fmm  this  time  I  have  bad  but  one  intHrvii  vv  with  Dr.  JItirtuu,  and  1 
ifjjrtt  tliat  1  ara  unable  la  funii.-b  speuifie  datey  fur  tUt'se  transiittiijns ; 
kt,  from  the  variety  of  articles  tried  and  retnnieil  by  Dr.  Morton,  and 
llling  value  of  those  taken  by  hitu  at  dilfrrunt  times,  I  made  no 
to  him  in  my  bookn.  I  am  therefore  indebted  to  other  i  ireum- 
•tlaces  for  the  date  of  these  oeetirrences,  one  of  whieh  is  that  1  reltirneil 
to  Boston  from  the  country  with  my  family  on  the  l^8th  Sept.  IBU\;  a 
UkX  whieh  appears  from  an  actual  entry  in  my  booki.  In  the  ears  I  met 
Dr.  Morton ;  and,  from  my  reeolleeiion  ol  the  L'irrnniiitam'es  at  that  time, 
I  ifu  »atij(fied  that  the  con%'er!jalion  about  the  etTeet  ol  sulplmrie  ether 
ofifia  the  gas  bags  was  previous  to  tiiat  time.  My  attention  was  called 
ht  the  dnte  and  eireumstanees  of  this  interview  in  the  winter  of  ISKS-T, 
Hill  1  l.hei»  satisfied  myself  upon  the  matter. 

"Ou  tlie  appearance  of  the  artiele  signed  *  E*  W/  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tijcf  of  March  o,  1847,  in  which  some  allusion  was  made  tu  mt%  Dr. 
Jackioii  and  Mr,  Peabody  called  upon  me  in  reference  to  mv  kno\Uetlge 
of  the  dates  of  Dr,  Morton^'s  intirviewa  with  me»  I  explained  the  mat- 
ter to  them  at  that  time;  and  abhuugh  we  differed  in  ojiinion  a.s  to  the 
*l«c  of  Dr.  Morton's yir*/  appbcation  to  me,  yet  1  am  haf>py  to  state  that 
l*r  Jack£on  has  since  adnntted  to  me,  that  my  view  of  the  dates  of  the 

ItnuiHactiond  wa«  substantially  eorrett,  adding  that  be   could  substantiate 
to  discoYery  as  far  back  as  1842.  ^  Yours  respectfully, 
**  Joseph  M.  Wigiitman." 
The    Committee    muke     the    following    reiimrks    on    tliia 
letter  :  —  The  tlalc  of  ilr.   Wighttiifiira   coining  to  Boston 
^is  fii^etl  beyoud   all    doubt,       Tlte    circuujstaoeeB    connected 
^Bwith  this  occa^iuD   have   been   verbally   Btnted   to   the  Corn- 
Hmittee.  and  are  of  a  nfiture,  renderings,  in  their  judgment,  a 
ujijitake  iiupua&ible.     Thiti  letter,  then^  proves  that,  prior  to 
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Sept.  28,  1846,  or  more  than  two  duys  before  hU  intet^eiv 
With  Dr.  Jackson,  J5r,  Jlorton  i-aUed  on  Mr.  fVigfitman, 
alluded  to  .iomc  itdenJed  dincomnj  of  grmi  imjmrfance,  and 
inqmrvd  about  hags^  suilable  for  holding  sulpfntric  tther. 
And  it  would  seem  probable^  thai  it  was  owing  only  to  a 
camual  sutfgeHiiou  then  fnade^  thai  Dr.  Jackson^  rather  than 
ifome  other  learned  cheiniH^  was  subsequently  consulted  by 
Dr.  Morton, 

Tlie  letter  also  proves,  thnt  l)i%  Jiick^on  liad  heard  from 
Mr.  WiffhtmaH  (as  well  as  from  Mr.  Metcnlf,  see  p.  228) 
fsictj?  wliu*h  it  seema  difficult  to  reconcile  with  \m  (Dr, 
Jack^^oirs)  conviction,  expressed  so  strongly  to  the  Conw 
mtttee,  that  Dr.  Morton  was  wholly  ignorant  of  sulphuric 
ether  J  down  to  the  interview  willi  hiui.  Dr*  Jackson,  luid 
his  friend  Mr*  Pe*ibody,  seem,  indeed,  to  have  been  aware 
of  the  important  beurinjr  of  Mr,  Wightman'a  testimony  on 
this  point,  Tlierefore  In  March,  1»S47,  they  endeavored 
strenuously,  but  in  viiiri,  to  satisfy  him  that  lie  was  mis- 
taken as  to  tlie  date  of  his  first  interview  with  Dr.  Morion, 
about  the  gaa  bag8.  It  would  ifecm  that  Dr.  Jackson  had  not 
yet  resorted  to  the  hypothesis,  thai  he  hud  made  his  discovery 
in  1842;  since  that,  of  course,  rendered  all  these  transaciions 
with  Dr.  Morton  of  no  cousequejice.  Accordingly,  in  his 
hiter  interview  with  Mr.  Wighiman,  Dr.  Jack^un  said,  in 
effect,  "  You  may  be  about  riglit  in  your  dates  ;  bat  it  is 
immaterial  to  mej  as  1  can  sulistantiate  my  discovery  as  far 
back  as  1842."  Un fortunately,  Dr.  Jackson,  In  the  specifi- 
cation accompanying  the  patent,  had,  under  oath,  disavowed 
any  discovery  prior  to  that  which  he  made  jointly  with  Dr» 
Morton;  and  the  Commillee  have  proved,  that  what  Dr* 
Jackson  knew  about  ether  in,  1842  had  been  published 
J^ereiru  in  1831). 
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II.   VLNDICATIOX  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  EEPORT. 


BY  N.  1.   BOWDITCH. 


Pie 


In  the  month  of  April  last,  a  card  of  Dr,  Charleo  T.  Jftdc* 

Btyj)  appeareil  in  various  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
cautioning  **  the  friemk  of    science  and    humanity''  against 
a  combination    of     interested     persons,    and     proposing    to 
se  the  falsehoods  in  tlie  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
husetts  Greneral    Hospital,   presented  to  the    Corpo- 
-n,   Jan.  26,   1848.       '*  A   Defence  of    Dr,   Jackson's 
laiins  to  the  Diiscovery  of  Etherization,"  by  his  attorneys 
the  Messrs,    Lord,  was  published  a  few  weeks  afterwards. 
'repared  with  this  deliberation,  and  heralded  with  this  so- 
lemnity* it  doubtless  presents  all   the  important  points  upon 
which   Dr.    Jackson  relies.       The  notice  which   the  writers 
take  of  me  is  somewhat  personal.      The  other  Trustees  of 
le  Hospital  are  declared  not    to  be  "  held  responsible  for 
truth  of  my  statements,  the  legitimacy  of  my  inferences, 
Of  the  justness  of   my  conclusicjns/*      Without  recognizing 
,ny  such  exclusive  responsibility,  I  am  perfectly    ready  to 
meet  its   consequences.     Having    engaged    in    tins   investi- 
gution    only    from    the  wish    that    truth    and   justice    might 
prevail,  I  am  induced  by  the  same  motive  to  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  tlie   public    to  a  brief  vindication  of  the    Hospital 
Keport.     I  feel  it  unnecessary,  before  this   community,  to 
defend  either  my  motives  or   my  conduct  from  the  charges 
iwiitle  or  insinuated  by  the  Messrs.  Lord. 

It  will  be  remembered »  that  the  Hospital  Report  alleges 
iliHt  Dr.  Morton,  previous  to  his  interview  with  Dr.  Jackson 
(Sept.  30,  1840),  had  bought  sulphuric  ether,  and  conversed 
•bout  Its  qualities,  especially  its  effects  when  inhaled,  as  a 


gubstiiute  for  nitroui*  oxide,  for  the  prevention  of  pain  in 
dental  operations,  &c. :  in  otJier  word^,  that  Dr.  Morton  wa» 
seeking  for  thh  discovery  by  means  of  thitt  agent,  and  did 
not  get  the  first  idea  uf  using  it  from  Dr.  Jackson.  These 
positions  arc,  it  is  believed,  fully  established  by  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Metcnlf  and  Mr.  Wighttiian.  The  Messrs* 
Lord  are  obviousfly  aware,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  them  to  do  away  with  those  statements.  This  they 
attempt,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Metcalf,  by  declaring  that  they 
mtflcntand  that  he  (Mr.  Metadf)  will  not  l)e  willing  to 
swear  that  it  was  Hidphurtc  ether  which  he  saw  Dr.  Morton 
buying,  — that  he  merely  tliinks  the  vial  was  so  labelled, — 
that  he  probably  would  not  swear  that  Dr.  Morton  did 
really  purchase  said  vial  of  ether,  &c.  Now,  will  it  be 
believed,  tliat  tlie  Messrs.  Lord  have  never  asked  a  question 
of  Mr.  Metcalf  upon  the  subject;  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
Dr.  Jackson  himself  knew  frtjm  Mr.  MetcalPs  own  lips,  that 
he  was  entirely  certain  it  was  sulphuric  ether?  What  is 
this,  on  the  part  either  of  Dr.  Jackson  or  his  attorneys,  but 
an  absolule  perversion  of  truth?  I  subjoin  a  note  of  Mr. 
Aklcalf  upon   tliis  subject :  — 

**  Bo.stt>n,  June  4,  1848. 
•*  Dear  Sir, — TIk-  writt^rs  i>f  iln!  rojily  to  the  Report  of  the  TnifiH*e» 
of  Ma.'^sacbusi'tt.H  }Io>|iit:il  have  iii^ver  been  infuniied  by  me,  tluit  I  was 
not  ready  lo  awear  that  rhe  vial  in  Mr.  Murtoira  pOjuseitsioUf  early  in  the 
summer  uf  1846,  eontaiiieti  mtlphnrie  ether.  Neilher  can  I  believe,  that 
they  have  been  so  ihf(»naed  by  Dr,  Jaeksoii ;  for,  on  fhe  ev^iitig  of 
the  </ay  aj'ter  the  dnte  of  my  leffcr  to  r/of/,  1  railed  at  Dn  iJaek^an*^  office, 
and  intbroied  him  of  its  purport,  lie  expregged  surprise  that  1  \va><  aiilc 
to  fix  a  purchase  of  hulphiinc;  el  her  by  Mr.  Morton  of  su  L-arly  a  date^ 
and  a.sked  if  1  waif  sure  that  It  was  ^ulpfivrk^  and  iioi  Lblorie,  clJier  in  Uiu 
vial.  /  ioid  him  that  I  knete  it  1o  be  sulphuric  ether ^  because,  while  con- 
versinj'  with  Mr.  !^Iorton,  I  had  nneorked  the  vial,  and  smelt  it.* 


•  iiesiflea  thi:  intt*rview  here  dvseribed,  Mr,  Metcalf  iirfVi^misly  spoke  lo 
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*•  Thut  the  vial  contained  aulphmt*.  etlier,  —  tlial  I  marie  tlie  ahove 
sratomcnt  to  Dr.  Jackson,  —  and  tlaat  Mr<  Mortun  piirclia,He<l  tlm  ctlier, 
v^  I  }iAv»!  Stated  in  my  nott-  publisht^d  In  the  HospiriiJ  Report »  /  am  ready 
U  motor,  Yuurs  n-spectfully, 

**  THKUDOItE  MirrcALF. 

**N.L  Bowdildi,  Eitii." 

Now  as  to  Mr.  Wii^htinam'^  letter.  The  "  Defence " 
fipeakd  of  it^  vagueness  and  uncertainty,  ant]  giiirgc^'ts  many 
ingeoioud  and  elaborate  theoricj^  to  prove  that  Di%  Mor- 
ton's interview  with  Mr.  Wi|L!:"htiii3in  was  ttftcr,  not  before^ 
liis  interview  with  Dr.  Jackson,  Whatever  uncertainty, 
however,  there  may  be  as  to  tire  exact  time  when  Mr. 
\Vi«htman  first  became  acquaintei!  with  Dr.  Morton,  the 
dute  of  the  particular  interview  with  him,  which  is  impor- 
tant in  this  case,  i?  fixed  so  securely  that  it  is  hiirdly 
poiijilile  for  any  thing  to  be  more  definitely  established  hy 
human  testimony,  Mr,  Wightman  cauie  to  Boston  with 
his  family,  Sept.  28,  184C,  or  two  days  before  the  interview 
between  Dr-  Jackson  and  Dr.  Morton.  Tlii8  date  h  fixed 
by  an  actual  entry  in  his  books,  anil  subsequent  entries  of 
trticlea  sold  Se[»t.  29,  tfec.  When  coming  to  Boston  in  the 
cars,  he  met  Dr.  Morton*  I  have  obtained  from  Mr.  Wight- 
man  a  supplementary  note,  stating  the  circumstances  wiiteh 
ihfen  4>ccurred.  These  are  of  sucli  a  nature  ns  to  make  it 
imfKj^sible  for  him  to  be  mistaken  in  the  fact  that  it  was 
licfure  this  time  Dr.  Murton  had  consulted  him  about  bags 
of  India-rubber  cloth  for  bohlitjg  sulphuric  etlicr,  and  on 
which  previous  occasion  he  had  advised  Dr,  Morton  to  call 
<»ti  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
tnore  definite  and  cfitain  information  as  to  sulplmric  ether 


I)r,  Jitckson  of  the  fina,  that,  btt/orek*  went  to  f^aropt',  Jie  had  seen  Dr.  Mor- 
ti*n  buying  lulphnric  ether,  &€. — a  tact  eoinrueiittHj  ujion  m  the  Hospiuil 
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than    he   himself  could    give    him.     The   following  is   ]VIr. 
Wightman's  note :  — 

"  N.  I.  Bowditch,  Esq.  *•  Boston,  June  15,  1848. 

**  Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  note  asking  for  a  written  account  of  the 
circumstances  which  I  mentioned  to  you  verbally,  as  alluded  to  in  my 
letter  of  Feb.  10,  I  would  state  as  follows :  — 

**  It  appears  by  my  books  of  account  and  entries  of  cash  made  on 
those  days,  that  on  Aug.  1,  184G,  I  went  to  Dover  with  my  family,  and  that 
on  Sept.  28, 1846, 1  returned  with  my  family  to  Boston ;  there  being  also 
in  my  account-books,  for  tha  month  of  September,  separate  subsequent 
entries  under  dates  of  Sept.  29  and  30.  I  distinctly  recollect,  that,  on 
several  different  occasions  within  that  period,  I  met  and  conversed  with 
Dr.  Morton  in  the  cars ;  and  these  must  have  been  separated  by  intervals 
of  at  least  one  week,  as  1  only  went  to  Dover  on  Saturdays,  returning  ou 
Monday  mornings.  We  went  up  together  in  the  five-o\'lock  trains,  and 
I  always  returned  in  the  first  train ;  and  it  was  only  by  reason  of  my  tak- 
ing a  later  train,  when  I  brought  my  family  back  to  Boston,  that  I  met 
Dr.  Morton.  On  this  occasion,  Sept.  28,  1846,  he  had  a  bouquet  in  his 
hand.  I  was  sitting  by  his  side.  He  asked  me  if  the  lady  near  me  was  Mrs. 
Wightman  :  I  replied,  *  Yes.'  lie  said,  *  Will  she  accept  these  flowers?  ' 
I  assented,  and  thereupon  introduced  him  to  my  wife.  She  asked  me  in 
a  low  voice  who  Dr.  Morton  was.  I  told  her  he  was  a  dentist,  who  was 
making  experiments  about  extracting  teeth  without  pain.  Mrs.  Wight- 
man  rec<»llect^  distinctly,  that  in  conversation  I  observed  to  her,  *  Dr. 
Morton  thinks  that  I  do  not  know  what  he  means  to  use  for  this  purpose ; 
but  I  do.'  From  all  the  eircuni>tances  in  the  case,  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  agent  he  intended  to  use  for  that  purpose  was 
svlphtir'w  ether.  This  I  infer  from  his  inquiries  as  to  the  effect  of  sul- 
phuric ether  in  dissolving  India-rubber  bags,  &c.,  as  alluded  to  in  my 
former  letter.     From  that  time  1  have  never  met  Dr.  Morton  in  the  cars. 

**  There  is  one  other  circumstance,  affording  internal  evidence,  that 
makes  me  entirely  certain  that  Dr.  Moi-ton  really  called  upon  Dr.  Jack- 
son pursuant  to  my  suggestion.  It  is  this:  Dr.  Morton  and  I  had  talked 
of  mesmerism,  and  he  jisked  me  if  1  believed  in  it.  I  told  him  no ;  that 
much  of  its  effects  was  probably  nervous,  and  much  the  result  of  imagina- 
tion, /then  proceeded  to  relate  to  him  myself  the  very  anecdote  which 
it  is  proved,  both  by  Barnes  and  M'lutyre,  that  he  (Morton)  related  to 
Dr.  Jackson,  viz.  that  of  a  criminal  upon  whom  certain  French  surgeons 
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trJiMi  tbe  fospc'rimont  oi"  raerelj'  pricking  Lis  aiTii  wliili^  hi*  was  blind- 
MM«  «ntl  letting  wnnn  watt'r  trit-klo  down  rrmu  liis  arm  into  a  bowl; 
llwpi^^ult  hcing*  a.-*  I  inibrmoil  Dr.  ilorton,  tlmt  his  puhe  bfoame  more 
itiil  mope  feeble ;  and  wbfu  the  surgoons  thought  that  iho  expennifnt 
W  tx'cu  carri*»d  as  far  a^  was  Kafi*.  the  han<la^e  was  vcmovinL  wlu-n,  to 
liicif  »it>at  !^iirpri*e  and  ahirrn*  iUvy  found  tliat  lliey  could  not  revivt:  hiui, 
vul  he  ftitualiy  died  from  the  elleet  of  itnaf^ination. 


'*  Yours  rt'!*pe«alull_VT 


*Ju«F.i'ii  M.  WKiiTntAX.'* 


FurthtT,  the  ''  Defence  "  admits,  that  Mr.  WigUtman  and 
I)r,  Morion  liail  an  interview,  find  with  in  a  very  fetv  dftfjs^ 
either  hfore  or  after  the  interview  \va!i  Jack^un.  Now, 
dmAving  out  of  the  case  all  circnnistancea  by  wliicli  Air. 
Wi^htinan  is  enabled  to  fix  tlie  date  t<j  be  befortf  tbe  inter- 
view with  Jackdon,  what  is  the  otlicr  evidence  in  the  eiiae? 
Oo  the  one  suppoj^ition,  all  k  \iiry  naturaK  Dr.  Morton 
calls  on  ilr.  \Vi*jhttnan,  and  asks  about  India-rLd>ber  baiirf 
for  holding  sulphuric  etljer.  Ha  tells  hint  to  call  on  Dt\ 
Jtickson  for  more  definite  information.  Dr,  Morton  calls 
tMSconlirjgly.  At  this  interview  we  find  Iiitn  "Iniving  in  hi:^ 
kmd  an  India-rubber  bftg  belonging  to  Dr.  Jack^rui ;  "  and 
«  conversation  connnences.  The  subject  of  nltroiHi  oxide  is 
introduced.  At  a  former  interview  with  Mr.  Metcalf,  this 
Wine  subject  hml  led  to  a  eonversation  about  using  sidphu- 
fic  ether  for  inhalation,  instead  of  nitrous  oxide;  and  the 
winie  re**iiU  fidlowa  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  hypothesis  that  the  interview  with  Mr.  Wight- 
man  was  after  that  with  Jackson,  two  obvious  questions 
wi*e.  If  Dr.  Morton  had  already  received  sucli  definite 
«u»il  particular  instructions  from  Dr.  Jackson  as  to  the  use 
uF  ether,  and  how  to  apply  it,  and  had  actually  performed 
lib  first  experiments,  why  should  he  call  on  Mr,  Wightman 
41  all,  and  ask  about  India-rubber  bags,  and  whether  ether 
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would  dissolve  them  ?  Wliy  not  take  Dr.  Jackson's  opimon 
on  this  point;  antl,  when  Mr.  Wightman  tells  bim  to  go 
to  Dr,  Jiickv^on  for  definite  iufbromtion,  what  possible  mo- 
tive could  lie  have  had  for  not  replying,  "I  have  been  to  seo^ 
him  a  very  few  days  ago,  and  he  has  told  roe  all  about  sul- 
phuric ether"?  No>  this  internal  evidence,  of  itself,  would 
be  enough  to  settle  the  question  of  priority  as  to  these  inter- 
views. 

It  is,  then,  a  fact  for  ever  establishal,  that  Dr.  Morton's 
conversations  with   Mr,    Metcalf  and    Mr.  Wightman  were 
befoj^e  his  visit  to  Dr.  Jiiukson.     Of  course  it  folh»W3,  that 
when,  at  this  interview,  he  asked  if  ether  were  a  gas,  and 
said,    "What  queer-smelling    stutl'!"*    he    was   designedly    - 
concealing   what    he  knew.       And    what    motive   could   hefl 
have    had    for   such   concealment*  except   that  subsequently    ■ 
assigned  by  himself,  viz.   that  he  was  seeking  for  this  dis- 
covery, and  wai^  fearful  that,  if  lie  mnde  any  direct  inquu'iea 
of  him,  Dr.  Jackson  would  claim  it  as  his  own?* 

Now,  suppose   that  all    four  of  Dr.  Morton's  witnesses 
Spear,  Leavitt,  Hayden,  and  Whitman,  are  perjured;  that 
no  demijohn  of  ether  was  purchased  ;    that  no  experiuients 
were  tried  from  tlie  contents  of  such  demijohn ;    still  tli' 
two  statenients  of  Mr.  Metcalf  and  Mr.  Wightman  prove, 
as  I  conceive,  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt,  that  Dr,  Murton 
was  seeking  for  this  discovery  before  Sept.  30,  1846  ;  and 
that  he  was  not  indebted  to  Dr.  Jackson  for  the  fu*st  idcii  o 
using  sulphuric   ether,  as  chiinied  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  liii 
friends.      Mr.   Wightman,  indeed,  as    he   expressly   states 
feels  certain  that  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  his  casual 


sses7« 
that  * 
cuts  J 
liesoH 
3ve,^ 


*  It  Imi  Veen  staled  in  tlie  Ilospitiil  Tte{K>rt,  tliat  the  factj  proTttl  hy  \lrq 
Metcalf  niAke  it  ocrtdin  thiit  the  degree  of'  ignorance  cJtprefised  by  Dr.  Mor 
Ion,  in  hia  interriew  with  Dr.  Jadtsoit,  was  lu^umed.     Yd  Uie  "  l)i*fenco* 
kay«  upon  this  [lolnl,  *'  Wc  hiive  to  depend  on  Mr.  Morion's  word  alcitii^/* 


■i^ 


m^ 
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?a?2e«tioTi  that  Dr.  Jackson  was  consulted  at  all  in  the 
case.  The'  facts  proved  by  tliese  two  statements  utterly 
overthrow  Dr*  Jackson's  exclusive  pretens^ions.*  The  con- 
current te^tiraony  of  the  otfier  four  witnesses  is  merely 
cuumlittive.  It  may  be  wholly  rejected,  without  affecting 
one  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  in  tlxe  IIo!?i)ital  Report. 
Three  of  these  witnesses  are  living,  and  vim  take  such  stcpa 
M  they  consider  necessary  fur  the  vindication  of  their  char- 
aeters;  but  the  late  Francis  Whitman,  one  of  these  wit- 
nesses, is  spoken  of  by  many  who  knew  him  well,  in  high 
terms,  as  a  man  of  truth  and  honor ♦  Even  Dr.  Gay,  then 
not  pretending  to  doubt  the  exisitence  of  the  deuiijuhn, 
ftaid  to  me  that  Whitman  was  too  ko7iest  to  aUow  that  it; 
contained  sulphuric  ether,  and  therefore  in  his  deposition 
«tate3  it  contained  chloric  ether.  That  sucli  a  man  would 
lend  himself  to  this  base  conspiracy  to  injure  Dr.  Jackson, 
h  for  one,  entirely  disbelieve  ;  and  yet,  if  his  testimony  is  to 
be  credited,  it  establishes  a  secret  purchase  of  some  sort  of 
ethen  The  ''Defence"  itself  introduces  no  evidence  to 
inifieacli  this  witness,  except  the  allegation,  that  all  the 
irituesses,  after  giving  their  depositions,  began  to  talk  of 
matters  respecting  which  they  had  been  before  silent.  I 
dcdgnedly  abstain  from  any  comments  upon  the  testimony 
by  which  Dr.  Jackson  endeavors  to  impeach  the  credibility 
of  these  four  witnesses,  as  I  think  the  whole  matter  compar- 
ailvely  iiTclevant  and  unimportant.  I  w!ll,  however,  make 
**ne  or  tw^o  suggestions,  ilr.  Brewer's  affidavit  is  merely 
thnt  his  firm  sold  ether  of  a  certain  quality,  and  never 
such  as  that  in  the  demijohn.  Jfow,  such  is  the  volatile 
nature  of  ether,  that,  if  the  vial  containing  it  be  left  open  or 
insecurely  closed,  its  whole  spirit  will  evaporate.     A  physi- 


*  ladled,  Mr.  Motcalf '« letter  alone  is  of  Itself  a uffluient  to  do  so. 
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cian  of  high    scientific   attain meutB,  and  a    member  of  the 
Academy,  infoniis  me  tltat,  hist  year,  he  ordLrcd  i\  vial  of 
etlier  at  an  a|jut]iecary*s,  and,  on  opening  it,  perceived  that 
it  had  no  smeil  of  ether,  and,  calling  the  apothceary's  atten- 
tion  to  its  worthless  cliaractcr,  asked  an  explanation.      The 
reply  wm^  "  I  don't  understand  this.    Ji  icos  some  of  Stevetiwi 
and  Br€wer*s  bestJ*^    It  was  probably  at  first  a  good  article ; 
Tmd,  like  it,  the  contents  of  the  demijohn  had  deteriorated,' 
from  the  same  or  eume  other  cause.     This  explanation  dis-  1 
poses  of  that  one  of  Dr,   Morton's  alleged  'Mies'*  which  is  ^ 
fuimded  on  this   affidavit.     Indeed^  some  half-dozen  of  theae  j 
"  liej3  "  relate  to  this  demijohn  and  its  contents. 

Some  most  puerile  remarks  are  made  upon  the  discrep- 
ancies in  the  testimony.  TIjus  Lcavitt  says,  that  he  waa 
sent  to  Dr.  Gay,  but  could  not  find  his  residence  ;  while 
another  witness  swears  that  Leavitt  came  back  and  said  Dr* 
Gay  was  not  in.  Do  not  the  Slcssrs,  Lord,  as  "  counscllors- 
at-law,"'  know  that  these  slight  discrepancies  are  really 
satisfactory  as  proving  a  want  of  concert  among  the  wit- 
nesses? Similar  discrepancies  are  actually  adduced  by 
commentators  as  evidence  of  the  irenninencss  even  of  the 
Gospels, 

Again,  there  has  always    been    a  system  of  concealment 
and  secrecy  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Morton,  manifest  throughout  fl 
all  the  testimony,  and  expressly  recognized  in  the  Iteport, 
This  very  ether  is  sworn  to  have  been  bought  in  the  name    _ 
of  a  fictitious  purchaser,  as  if  to  be  sent  into  the  country.  ^ 
Whitmans  testimony  also  seems  to  imply,  that  this  system 
extended  to  tlie  demijohn  and  its  contents.     Thus  he  says, 
"1  told  i>r.  Morton  1  knew  what  it  was  that  William  had 
bought,  and  said  it  was  chloric  of  ether,"     This  system  of 
concealment  explains  the  fact,  that  many  of  those  employed 
in  Dr.  MortonV  office  may  nevi-r   have  happened  to  see  the  1 
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deftiijohn.     But  one  credible  witness,  who  swears  positively 

lo   its   ej^istence,  is   to    be   believed,  tliough   twenty   others 

equally  credible  swear   tlint  they   never  i»aw  it.      Further, 

this  eystem  of  concealment   raay  explain  the  silence  of  the 

four    witnesses,  prior   to  the    giving   of  their   depositions ; 

atnce,  of  ooursej   all   injunctions  of  secrecy  would  then   be 

removed.     It  is  obvious,  that  a  contro verify  may  be  carried 

on    interminably   by    ex-parfe    affidavits  made  without  any 

eruisd-examinations ;    each   set   of    witnesses   impeachinLjj  t!ie 

dtanicters    of  those   on    the    op[»o8tte  side,   and   tlie  public 

Iui%nng  no  means  of  judging  of  tlie  degree  of  credit  to  be 

given  to  either.     It  may  be  remarked,  that  Dr*  Morton  has 

alwuys   been    willing   to    leave    the    question    to    reference, 

when   perjury  on  either  »ide  would   be  sifted  by  the  cross- 

ejcamtnAtion  of  intelligent  referees.     But  1  repeat,  that  the 

vindication  of  the  Hospital    Report   reqtiiret*  no  such   pro- 

hmgcd    discussions.      No    one    impugns   tlie    Jiitegrity   or 

doubts  the  intelligence  of  Mr.   Metcalf  or  Mr,   Wightman. 

Both  are  free  from  the  slightest  bias  or  interest ;  and  their 

ilstements    form     tlie    all-sufficieot    basis    upon    which   rest 

these  positions  of  tlie  Hospital  lieport. 

The  "Defence"  contains  a  mass  of  testimony  to  tlie 
effect  that  Dr.  Morton  habitually  admitted  that  it  was  Dr. 
Jackson's  discovery,  and  not  his.  But  it  is  expressly  stated 
in  the  "  Defence,"  that  Dr,  Murton  sought  to  obtain  a  patent 
without  Dr.  Jackson's  previous  knowledge  or  permission  ; 
thim  publicly  claiming  before  all  the  worlds  tliat,  in  perform- 
ing the  first  experiment,  he  had  acted  for  himself,  not  as  the 
igCDt  of  Dr.  Jackson.  So,  likewise,  printed  circulars  were 
ptlbn^hed  in  the  newspapers,  and  distributed  as  handbills, 
ill  which  Dr.  Morton  must  positively  and  emphatically 
ckimed  tliis  discovery  as  his  own.  These  are  still  extant. 
One  of  them  has  been  submitted   to  me.     Dr.   Morton,  of 
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course,  always  admitted  his  obligations  to  Dr,  Jiickson.  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  he  did  most  fully  and  openly  declare, 
on  many  occasions,  the  truth,  —  namely,  that  Dr,  Jackson 
tolil  him  to  try  this  new  agent,  and  pronounced  it  to  he 
safe,  —  that  it  was  by  his  express  advice  and  sanction  that 
he  performed  his  first  experiment  of  pulling  out  a  tooth. 
But,  whatever  may  have  Ijeen  his  hinguage  on  these  occa- 
sions, it  cannot  alter  the  facts  proved  by  Mr,  Me  tea  If  and 
Mr.  Wightman,  namely,  that,  before  he  saw  Dr.  Jackson, 
he  was  himself  seeking  to  learn  the  properties  of  this  agent» 
for  the  purpose  of  realizing  this  discovery.  Dr.  Morton  had 
an  obvious  and  very  powerful  pecuniary  motive  for  thus 
uniformlv  declarinf]r  and  setting  forth  Dr.  Jackson's  claims 
as  the  discoverer,  viz.  that  of  getting  the  discovery  more 
generally  introduced  than  it  could  be  otherwise.  Indeed  it 
is  stated  expressly  in  Mr*  Ed<ly*s  testimony,  that  he  advised 
Dr,  Morton  to  admit  Dr.  Jackson  as  a  joint  patentee,  be-, 
cause  he  thought  ^*  that  his  association  with  Dr.  Morton] 
would  give  immediate  character  to  the  discovery."  After  i 
the  joint  patent  was  taken  out,  and  when  no  dispute  could 
therefore  be  anticipated,  and  Dr,  Morton's  object  was 
merely  to  sell  his  rights  as  extensively  as  possible,  he  did  | 
doubtless  put  Dr.  Jackson  prominently  forwai*d,  and  award  I 
to  him  in  the  fullest  terms  the  credit  of  having  made  the 
immediate  scientific  suggestion  which  led  him  to  try  the  first 
experiment.  It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  find  Dr.  Jackson 
insisting  that  these  verbal  declarations  of  Dr.  Morton  shall 
debar  him  from  proving  the  previous  steps  w^hich  he  hadd 
taken  towards  this  discovery,  and  for  ever  oblige  him  to 
admit  as  true,  what  certainly  is  not  true,  that  he  got  the  idea 
of  using  sulphuric  ether  for  this  purpose,  for  the  first  time, 
from  Dr.  Jackson  ;  while,  on  the  other  hnnd,  the  statements 
of  Dr,   Jackson,  actually  written,  signed,  and  sworn  to  (in 
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:Jpecification  accompanying  the  patent),  to  the  effect  that 
the  discovery  was  n  joint  one,  — -that  no  human  being  ever 
discoTered  this  power  of  ether  before  tliis  jt»iiit  discovery,  »S:c. 
—  are  quietly  set  aside  by  him  as  tlie  mere  ibrmal  "  wording 
of  an  official  paper/' 

If  the  chiini  to  this  scientific  discovery  is  to  be  decided  by 
the  upplication  of  the  teclmieal  doctrines  of  estoppel,  thc^^e 
rules  certainly  ought  in  fitirness  to  be  applied  to  btJth  parties. 
The  ^Defence"  next  insists  upon  Dr.  Jackson*8  having 
been  induced  to  become  a  party  to  the  patent  "  for  the  single 
purpose  of  eecurinfj  the  credit  of  the  discovery."  Tliis  uni- 
form dis<intere4jtedne*d  i«  again  alleged.  The  "Defence" 
MJ8,  *'That  he  did  not  wi*ih  to  make  any  thing  out  of  the 
public  \&  sufficiently  proved  by,"  &c.  The  reader,  however, 
will  remember  that  the  letter  uf  Dr,  Jackson's  legal  advisers, 
publLshed  in  the  Hospital  Report,  demanding  an  increa:?ed 
fthare  of  the  profits,  speaks  of  the  patent  as  one  '*  tvhtch^  if 
mHaintdy  promises  to  give  to  all  jmriies  large  sums  of 
^^manitg  for  their  united  co-operation.*^ 

^H  Again^  it  is  most  positively  staled  in  the  *' Defcnee/*  that 

^Bbere  h  no  pretence  that  Dr.  Morton  ever  made  a  gratuitous 

^PbBer  uf  any  »ort  to  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 

18  declared  in  the  Report ;  he  having  really  only  offered  to 

hU  his  discovery  to  the  Government.     Rot,  in  fact,  eubse- 

cjuently  to  the  offer  to  sell  to  Congress,  letters  tvvre  adth*essed 

by  \m  agent  to  those  two  departineuts,  offering  its  use  forth- 

^■pritli,  on  account  of  the  existing  war  vv  itii  Mexico. 

^H  The  "Defence'*    claims    for   Dr.    Jackson    the    honor    of 

^Hutroducing  this  discovery  into  the    Hospital.      It  is  abnn- 

^Bantly  proved  by  the  Report,  that  the  first  capital  operation, 

and  two  others  preceding  it  of  a  less  serious  character,  were 

fierformed    by  Burgeons  who  knew  only  Dr*  Morton ;    Dr, 

Jackson's  name  not   having  been  mentioned  to  them  at  all. 
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Dr.  Jadcson,  hcmgiWy  atleaipts  t0  eooiieGi  Uouelf 
tbeae  fral  opentioiis  br  cyidciice  lint  be  tuld  Dr.  Murtott 
call  oo  Dr.  Warrco,     Tlie  idea  of  gcacrmliapng  sind  exteni 
ing  due  fiaoDYeiy  wss,  of  eooise*  perfectly  obvious; 
(eiren  if  we  disbefiere  the  teslimoiijr  of  Dr.  HAvdeD, 
Dr.  Jloruxn  had  alreadr  dmded  to  go  to  the  Hod^iital) 
Jackson  eao  baidlj  dain  nodi  nereljr  from  such  a  fiug*;e^' 
lion.     The  rdoctasiee  testified  to»  aa  mantfested  by  Dr.  3Ior^ 
ton  to  Dr.  Jadkaoa  with  regard  to  going  to  the  Ho^piult  I 
aajipoae  indeed  to  bare  been  part  of  hia  srstetn  of  eoiice^fl* 
nieot.     It  was   a  reluctaooe  to  go  there  cm  iAe  a^mt  0/ 
anoiAer*      He  was  unwilUiig  probably  to  accede  to  this  sug- 
gestion«  leftt  he  should  be  deprived  by  Dr.  Jackson  of  mlU 
credit  which  might  resnit  from  taking  this  step.     But  what 
h  Dr.  Jackson's  actmd  idadon  to  the  Hospital  in  thh  in&t' 
ter  ?      He  sends  to  the  saTgeoos  of  this  institution  an  agtnt 
whom  be  avowedly  regards  as  ignorant  and  reckless.    He 
dt>e^  not  trouble  himself  to  call  {lersonalJy  upon  any  one  ot 
these  surgeons  to  gire  them  a  word  of  caution  or  advice, 
though  all  six  of  them  live  within  fire  minutes^  walk  of  his 
bouse.*     For  many  succesaive  weeks ,  he  does  not  go  odcc  ti* 
the  Hospital  to  see  these  operations,  though  absent  fruin  the 
city  only  during  a  brief  period   as   stated   in   the   Report* 
And,  H'lien  at  last  he  concludes  to  do  so,  Mr.  Burnett  se€0 
him  at  his  office,  and  is  informed  by  him  tliat  he  is  going  t0 
take  a  bag  of  oxygen  to  the  Hospital,  a^  he  thinks  Morton 
will  probably  kill  somebody  yet  with  the  etlier,  before  he  hai0 
done*     All  this,  surely^  is  a  singular  mode  of  manifesting  hi^ 
interest   in,  and    promoting   the  suc^'css  of,  these   Hospital 
operations.      During  the  same  period,  Dr.  Morton  is  not  the 
reluctant  agent  of  another.     He  acts  for  himself.     While*  on 

•  A  cwaal  interview  with  Dr.  Wsrren,  ajhr  the  two  fir^t  opeimUoiiSp 
no  exception  to  the  trutli  of  tliis  remark. 
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f  one  hnnd,  it  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  degree  of 

tlitierence  aliown  by  Dr.  Jackijun  duriug  the  wliole  series 

luf  these  esirly  experiment js^  it  wouhl,  on  the  other,  he  etjually 

cult  to  do  more  tliun  justice  to  the  earnest  and  iudefati- 

pihle  efforts  of  Dr,  Morton,     One  of  the  eurgeons  of  the 

H-»6pital  says  that  he  absolutely  haunted  thenu 

Ur.  Jacks* in,  upon  this  state  of  facts,  and  in  compliance 
ritb  allcgetl  ftppHcations  fi-om  numerous  quarters,  conchides 
>pve  to  the  world  a  true  narrative  of  tliia  great  discovery, 
I  of  the  circumstances  attending  its  introduction.     This  he 
dow  in   the  form   of  a    paper   addi'cssed    to   the   American 
Axrademy,  and    published    in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
Uftrcib  1,  1847.    He  there  thinka  it  best  to  suppress  all  men- 
tion even  of  Dr.  Morton's  name  in  connection  with  the  Hus- 
pilid.      lie  deliberately  claims  all  himself*     "  I  was  desirous 
of  testing  it   (the  ether)  in  a  capital  operation,"  &c.     "  Dr. 
Warren   politely  consented  to  have  the  trial  made/*     But 
mark  the  result.     At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  on  the 
next  day,  Dr.   Jackson  learns  from  Dr.  Hayward  that 
'  performed  the  first  capital  operation  at  the  IIoJripitaL     Dr. 
ekson  forthwith  altera  his  text,  so  as  to  make  JJr.   Hay- 
iftirrf  '^politely  consent"  to  perform  that  very  operation.     In 
<'lber   words.   Dr.  Jackson,    by  his  own  showing,  did    not 
boMT  till  March  2,  1847,  who  it  waa  that  had  politely  con- 
noted, at  his  desire,  to  do  this  important  act  four  months 
More,     Dr.  Hayward  states,  that,  when  he  performed  this 
Opemtion,  he  had  not  the  slightest  suspicion  that  Dr*  Jack- 
ion  liad   any  thing  to  do   with  this  disco  very «     Nor,  as  it 
appears,  had    Dr,  Jackson  the  sliglttest  suspicion  that  Dr. 
i)Ti'ai'd  bad  any  thing  to  do  witli  performing  the  operation, 
''^^i^iwg  atiy  polite  consent  of  Dr.   Hayward,  under  these 
Srcurastances,  Dr.    Jackson   certainly  drew    largely  on   his 
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After  all,  then,  Dr*  Jackson  cannot,  it  would  seem,  comJ 
plain  of  Dr.  Morton's  conduct  in  this  instance.  If  Dr.] 
Mnrton  suppressed  Dr,  Jackson's  name,  when,  pursuant  tol 
his  advice,  he  asked  Dr.  Warren  to  perform  tlicse  opera- 
tions, Dr.  Jackson  in  return  suppressed  his  in  his  true  and 
perfect  history  of  their  performance*  The  one,  it  may  be,l 
wrongfully  appropriated  a  suggestion;  the  other,  in  return,] 
appropriates  its  verification. 

The  fundamental    proposition  of  the  Hospital  Report  is 
that  *'  Dr,   Jackson  does  not  appear   at   any   time  to   ha  vol 
made  any  discovery,  in   regard  to  ether,  which  was  not  io 
print   in    Great    Britain    some    years    before.**      Does   thej 
"Defence"  adduce   any   additional  evidence   on   this   point  I 
The  only  new  testimony  is  that  of  Mr.  Blake,  who  relates 
conversation,  in  the  spring  of  1842,  on  the  subject  of  nitrou 
oxide  and  sulphuric  ctlier,  when  Dr.  Jackson  said,  "Are  you 
aware    that,   when    inhaled,   it    (sul[»huric    ether)    produce 
complete   insensibility?"    or    words    to    that   effect.       Is    it| 
gravely  pretended,  that  this  question  implies  any  extmoixli-i 
nary  knowledge  of  this  agent  on  the  jyart  of  Dr.  Jackson! 
AVhy,  twenty-five  years  before,  we  find  in  a  London  public 
cation  (**  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,"  1818)  an  article  upon 
the  effect  produced  by  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  sul* 
phuric  ether ;    where  it  is  expressly  stated,  that  its  effectsi 
resemble    very    nmcli    those    of    nitrous    oxide.       The    bestj 
apparatus  or  ini>dc  of  inhaling  it  is  exactly  described,  and  J 
the     necessity    of  an    admixture    of    atmosplieric    air,    &c,J 
shown,  as  in  Dr.  Jackson  a  final  advice  to  Dr,  Morton  ;  and 
the  result,  in  one  case  mentioned,  is  declared  to  have  beeii 
the  production   of  a  lethargic  state,  which  was  regarded 
highly  dangerous. 

Dr.  Jackson  and  his  friends  (?)  wish  the  world  to  believe 
that,  as  early   as    1842,  he   had  arrived  at  the   mature   and 
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irell-ct>tidiclercd  canclu^ion,  that  pure  rectified  aulpliuric 
utier  could  be  inhaled  with  safety  and  effect  for  preventing 
in  all  surgiciil  operations.  The  utmost  of  the  evi- 
adduced  by  him  to  support  thi^s  proposition  is,  that 
QDce  inhaled  this  ether  to  the  extent  of  producing  un- 
doasness,  when  he  w€is  not  suffering  any  pain;  and 
more  to  the  like  extent,  when  suffering  from  the  effects 
<if  chlorine  gas,  for  the  relief  of  which  it  was  the  prescribed 
nfmedy  in  the  text-hooks.  Now,  Davy  had  auggested  that 
tlie  nitrous  oxide,  by  producing  insensibility,  might  be  used 
^>f  the  prevention  of  pain  in  surgical  operations  attended 
with  little  effusion  of  blood  ;  and  the  writer  in  1818  had 
a«ccTtame<l,  that  sulphuric  ether  produced  effects  analogous 
ti>  those  of  nitrous  oxide.  These  suggestions  and  facts 
were  before  the  world*  Dr.  Jackson,  from  his  own  limited 
ptperience  in  the  two  instances  above  stated^  seems  to  have 
iWmed  the  opinion,  that  pure  rectified  sulphuric  ether  could 
be  iahaled  with  safety,  to  the  extent  of  producing  insensi- 
bOitjr ;  —  an  opinion  which  he  never  could  persuade  any 
one  else  to  entertain,  who  knew  the  opposite  authorities  on 
the  subject.     This  opinion  he   apparently  thought   of  little 

I  value.     He,  in   casual  conversations,  incidentally  suggested 
lie  use   of  sulphuric   ether   for   the  prevention  of  pain  in 
fciital    operations.     The    only    positive,  explicit    testimony, 
kowover,  that  he  actually  mentioned  this   very  agent,  even 
%T  this  ubjeet,  is  a  case  where    one   of  his    students   was 
Ifcirous  of  being  mcsmerijced,  with  a  view  to  the  extraction 
^f  Iwo  teeth  without   pain ;    whereupon  Dr.   Jackson  8ug« 
l^l^ted  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether  instead.     There  is  not  a 
^Ptitile  of  evidence,  that  in  any  case,  not  even  in  this  last,  Dr. 
*'8«k§on  expressed  the  wish  to  have  the  experiment  tried  for 
•***  (mn  satisfaction,  or  to  verify  his  suggestion.     And  yet 
I*"*  find,  from  th©  "  Defence  '*  itself,  tliat  Dr.  Jackson  was 
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all  along  consciouSi  that,  until  such  actual  experiment  was 
l)erformed,  nothing  could  'be   published   to   the  world  a#  a- 
fad.     Knowing'  thi^  to  be  so,   he  jet  takes  no  voiuntarr,  ' 
deliberate  step  whatever  to  ascertuiti  whether  it  be  a  fuel  or 
not*     lie  does  not  try,  or  cause  to  be  tried,  a  single  experi- 
ment on  man  or  animal ;    nor  does  any  one  else  to  whomJ 
he  makes  a  suggestion  venture  to  do  so ;  becauae  ether  hadl 
been  knoicn  to  produce  fatal  effects^  and  the  decided  weighij 
of  authority  was  against  Dr.  Jackson's  opinion  of  its  safety. H 
At  last  comes  Dr.  Morton.      The  subject  of  inhalation  t€ 
prevent  pain  had  been  long  in  his  mind.     He  hatl  been 
partner  of  Dr.  Wells,  and  knew  of  Ids  nitrous-oxide  experi- 
ments.     These,  having  been  attended  with  but  partial  and 
doubtful  success,  were  aliandoned  by  Dr.  Wells,    The  object  j 
aimed  at  by  them  w^as  of  great  importance  to  Dr,  Morton  in 
\\h  profession.     He  buys  sulphuric  ether.     Mr.  Metcalf  talks] 
witli    him    about    its    character   and    properties,    about    Dr.j 
Wells's    unsuccessful    experiments    with    the    nitrous    oxide, 
and  about  the  inhalation  of  ether  as  a  substitute  therefor  d 
telling  him  "the  generally  received  opinion,  that   its  exces-1 
give  inhalation  w^ould  produce  dangerous,  if  not  fatal,  con- 
sequences.'*    Dr.  Morton  then  calls  on  Sir.  Wigbtman,  asks 

♦  A  recent  ]tit<Cesjmt,  m  the  ether  controverijTp  desmbes  the  c«4^  of  i 
a  roan,  who,  being  ttild  by  another  tluit  there  was  lioney  in  the  hollow  of  ml 
tree^  «ub»equt"ntly  ver'iti*d  this  Biiggei^tion,  thus  niuile  the  tliscoverj  liinii^elf^  j 
and  secured  the  honey.     It  would  Imve  s|  Railed  the  joke  to  have  added,  that  J 
the  informant  had  repeatedly  told  others  of  the  aame  honey,  all  of  wlioa 
feared  tlial  there  wai?  a  deaiily  *innke  concealed  m  the  hollow,  and  therefbra*] 
did  not  like  to  put  their  hiindi*  into  it.     This  was,  indc<fd.  the  "  generally 
reeeived  opinion"  of  the  whole  neighborhood.     Truly,  under  ^uch  cireum- 
»tanee«^*  the  veritier  (»f  the  suggestimi  deserved  the  honey.    And  it  will  be  in 
vain  for  the  informant  to  cry  out,  *'  I  saw  it  first:  I  won't  leaTe  it  to  atijfrij 
body  to  dedde  wlncli  of  U8  shall  have  it.     I  have,  hideed,  sworn  that  it 
belongs  to  lis  jointly ;  hut  it  really  all  liekmgs  to  me.     You  phri'ii't  have  a 
mouthful  of  it.*' 
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br  Inilia*ri]bber  ba^s  made  for  retaining  gns^  and  inquires 

'whether  it  wuuld  do  to  put  sulphuric   ether  into  them," 

Wightmnn  refers    liim    to    Dr.    Jacksnn  for  more  cer- 

ari<1  <h  finite    infurniation  oil    the    subject   than    he  can 

pve. 

T\i  a  mind  thus  prepared  to  receive  it,  the  final  impulse 
wjia  nnw  to  be  given.  The  same  casual  sug^restion  which 
,lie  had  before  niade  to  others.  Dr.  Jackson  at  last  makes  to 
^r,  Morton,  ^ — to  one  whom  he  had  known  for  years,  whose 
and  scientific  character  he  distrusted,  and  of  whom 
always  spoke  most  disparaginn;ly,  —  one  to  whom,  after 
iW  Tcry  first  successful  experiments,  he  refused  to  fjive  a 
^ntieu  crrlificate  of  the  safety  of  ether,  on  the  grounds,  as 
Ae  •*  Defence "  alleges,  of  a  conviction  of  his  ignorance, 
tntl  an  unwillingness  to  figure  in  his  advertisements.  Tliis 
infunimtion,  be  it  reurembered  (as  stated  in  the  Keport), 
wiu  elicited  by  Dr.  Morton  in  an  interview  mnighi  by  him 
ftir  an  alleged  specific  purpose,  viz.  to  obtain  the  means  of 
p€r«ua(Jing  a  patient  to  eubmit  to  an  operation,  under  the 
ulea  that  it.  uonld  be  miatteuf/ed  with  pain.  It  was  not 
^^ifccluicd  in  an  interview  sought  by  Dr.  Jackson.  Dr. 
^Blnrtou  woa  not  a£<ked  to  make  trial  of  it  for  Dr.  Jackson's 
^Bitiafuction,  or  to  accomplish  his  purposes. 
p  Kow,  is  not  every  act  and  every  omission  of  Dr.  Jackson, 
fTnm  first  to  last  during  these  five  years,  utterly  inconsistent 
'^itli  a  conviction  in  his  own  mind  that  he  had  made  this 
fT^at  disoiiverj'?  Had  hia  breast  been  warmed  with  the 
jHiuatavl  consciousness  of  this  great  truth,  could  he  have 
^^t?'?!!  thus  totally  and  unifurmly  indifferent?  And  knowing, 
^*»  he  mutit  have  done,  the  importance  of  those  ex[»criments 
which  alone  it  could  lie  verified  "a/r  a  fact ^^'  would  he  at 
i  Im^e  suggested  their  performance,  and  resigned  their 
elusive  iiiiuiagement  and  control,  to  one  whom  he  deemed 
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thus  ignorant  imd  reckless?  Having  such  a  glorious  coa 
ception^  wonld  he  thus  vahintarilj  nnd  knowinglj  hav€ 
incurred  such  imrainetit  risk  of  miscarriJisje ?  As  wel 
believe  that  Cohinibtis  vvoultl  hnve  suggested  and  relin 
quished  to  a  common  sailor  the  attempt  to  discover  his  nen 
world  I  *  Contrast  for  one  moment  Ins  conduct  during 
these  five  years  with  hia  proceedings  afterwards.  The  dis- 
covery is  no  sooner  promulgated,  and  its  importance  recog- 
nized, than  his  ardent,  iiiipiilsive  character,  and  his  thirst 
for  reputation  and  popular  applause,  at  once  display  them- 
selves. The  discovery  is  his  own — wholly — exclusively 
—  no  partnership  in  it  with  Dr.  Morton,  He  is  to  have  no 
participation  in  the  credit  whicli  it  brings  —  "  not  even  to 
the  extent  of  the  paring  of  a  finger-nail."  Through  private 
and  through  oflBcial  channels,  in  conversation  and  by  the 
press,  Dr,  Jackson  communicates  Ms  discovery,  and  claims 
fur  himself  the  gratitude  of  mankind.  With  what  face, 
however,  can  he  now  appeal  either  to  the  friends  of  c^cience 
or  of  humanity,  after  the  folly  and  the  heartlessness  in- 
volved in  this  five  years*  delay?  What  are  his  claims  to 
gratitude  who  has  proved  himself  so  long  utterly  insensible 
to  the  dictates  of  nature  and  the  sufferings  of  the  world? 
In  alleging  that  he  made  this  discovery  in  1842,  Dr.  Jackson 
seeks,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  vindicate  his  scientific  claims 


♦  Dr.  Jftckson  has  compnred  lnm*ielf,  in  iHis  matter,  to  Columbus ;  nnd 
his  frienijfl  have  dono  io  ttkewise  m  prGvioun  publicatiariB.  I  waa  not  iur- 
pri&cd,  therefore,  to  find  that  the  writers  of  the  *'  Defence  "  recognize  in  Dr. 
Jackson,  Columbus;  and  m  Dr.  Morton  merely  the  sailor  wlio  first  stiouted 
**  laud"  from  the  mtiat-head*  I  would  wug^^eat,  os  a  trutr  estitniite  of  their 
relative  positions  iu  regard  to  this  discovery^  that  Dr.  Morton  was  the  ener- 
getic commander  of  a  vcMel.  somewhat  det]etGnC>  it  may  bc^  in  nautical  sci- 
ence; and  Dr.  Jackson^  a  skilful  pilot,  f^ummoned  when  the  voyage  wiu  jutt 
at  it*  close,  hy  whose  aid  the  vessel  was  brought  safely  into  port;  where  it 
would,  in  ail  probability,  have  arrived,  without  that  aid. 
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[It  the  expense  alike  of  his  character  and  his  iinder^itanding ; 
m]  this  although  his  entire  recent  conduct  demonstrates, 
that*  if  he  had  made  tJus  discovery  in  1842»  the  whole  world 
would  have  known  it  forthwith.  But  no  !  Tlie  siipjiosition 
too  nnonstrong.  The  true  exphmation  is  contained  in 
lie  Hospital  Keport.  Dr.  Jackson  merely  thought  that  the 
U*enhibility  produced  by  sulphuric  ether  might  last  while  n 
ftoolh  was  extracted,  —  a  conjecture  of  so  little  consequence, 
tlut  he  wholly  neglected  all  attempts  to  verify  it,  and  merely 
uggested  it  in  a  casual  niairner  wOicn  his  attention  was 
accidentally  called  to  tlie  gul*ject. 
And  now  I  have  done  with  this  controversy.  Whatever 
its  issue,  it  will  always  be  to  me  a  source  of  satisfaction » 
«t,  placed  in  a  situation  whicli  as  I  thought  devolved 
OB  me  the  duty  of  engaging  in  it,  I  huvc,  according  to 
my  comvictions  and  to  my  ability »  candidly  stated  and 
eomestlv  enforced  the  claims  of  trutli.  I  am  no  *Mieated 
Jvocate  of  Dr.  Morton/'  I  am  not  even  hiii  apologist. 
waa  of  him,  of  his  want  of  frankne^^s,  and  of  the  conse- 
quences which  it  hud  entailed  upon  him,  tluit  the  Report 
ayg,  '*Thus  fitly  has  the  majesty  of  truth  vindicated  itself!  " 
Sut,  whatever  mtiy  have  been  his  deficiencies  or  his  mis- 
kes,  I  feel  certain  that  to  bim  the  world  owes  this  disco v- 
'ery.  Should  posterity  ever  erect  a  commemorative  statue, 
(I  believe  that  it  will  be  inscribed  with  his  name*  He  has, 
nJeed,  already  received  a  slight  '^  testimonial  of  the  grati- 
tude of  his  fellow-citizens,'*  in  a  limited  subscription,  for 
■jthe  purpose  of  contributing  *^  towards  indemnifying  him  for 
^Hkis  services  and  losses/*  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  always 
^Pltcognized  the  value  of  the  suggestions  made  by  Dr.  Jack- 
son. There  ia  no  evidence,  that,  until  the  interview  with 
ft,  Dr,  Morton  had  ever  heard  that  sulphuric  ether,  when 
^rc  and  rc^jlijicd^  could  be  inhaled  to  the  extent  of  produc- 
fiiig  iasensibility,   w^itb  more  safety  than  the   common  ellier 
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of  the  shops.  For  this  opinion,  strongly  expressed,  and  the 
sound negs  of  which  was  proved  by  Dr.  Morton's  subsequent 
experiments,  lie  was,  as  I  believe,  indebted  to  Dr,  Jackson. 
Tlie  Report  accordingly  speaks  of  this  suggestion  as  oi 
**  which  led  or  aided  Dr.   Morton  to  make  this  discoveryj 
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precise  time,  and  might  have  failed  tu  do  so  at  any  time,*^ 
But  I  regard  the  cxehmve  pretensions  advanced  by  Dr, 
Jaekson  as  the  most  prei>08terons  that  any  man  of  ecience 
ever  hiid  before  an  intelligent  convmunity  j  and  such,  I 
cerely  believe,  will  be  the  final  judgment  of  ntankind. 


TeBiimonial  to  Dt\  Morion^  referred  to  above. 

Tlic    following   details    may    not    be   without  interest 
relation  to  the  ether-controversy:  — 


LKTTKIt  TO   Dit,  MOUTON, 

''  Boston,  May  12, 
*•  Dt^ar  Sir,  —  At  a  meeting  of  tlic  Board  of  Trustees  of  tUe  Ma^sa- 
eliusetts  General  Hospital,  a  hw  weeks  ijini'e,  it  was  infumially  suf^gested, 
ihat  a  liiniled  ^suli.st  riptiiin  of  one  Lboiisand  dnllars  ^liall  be  raiified  for 
your  Iheiielit,  in  aeknovvledj^^iuent  of  your  services  in  the  lata  eUier-di»- 
coverj'  \  no  tine  to  be  a^ked  to  subseribe  more  tljan  ten  dollars.  We 
eonaerited  to  act  as  a  Committee  to  receive  and  apply  ibe  proeeeds  of 
this  snlweription.  The  projjused  sum  havin>j:  been  obtained,  we  have 
now  the  jileasure  of  tmnsmitlinjr  it  to  you.  We  also  enclose  the  tjub- 
seription-book  in  a  eutiket  whieli  aeeomjiatiies  ilns  note.  Among  its  sig- 
natnres  yon  will  find  the  niiines  of  not  a  few  of  those  most  distinguished 
anionjMr  us  for  worth  ami  inlelb^eme ;  and  it  may  be  remarked,  that  it  ia 
signed  by  everj'  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  ■ 

'*  Yon  will,  we  are  snre,  highly  value  this^r^jf  testimonial,  sli^dit  as  W 
j=i,  of  the  griitltnde  of  your  fellow-eitizen«.  That  yon  may  Lereufter 
receive  an  adecpiate  natioiuil  reward  js  tlie  sincere  wish  of  your  < 
servantij, 

•*  SaMUKL  FKOTlllNQtl4 

"  To  Dr.  WilJiam  T.  U.  Morton/'  -  Tnod,  B.  Cuutis. 
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Morton'^  Rkplt. 

**  Boston,  Mnj  15,  1848. 
"Gentlemen, — ^I  need  Juirdly  say,  that  your  Lommunication   of  tbo 
iStbioitt.,  juxd  the  act-'onipanying  casket,  tubamption-buokt  and  donation, 
kff  bc^en  received  by  me  with  gratification  of  no  orfimary  dej^rec*, 

"  Aptrt  from  tbe  positive  value  of  tbe  ptts,  the  kind  feeling  wbich  baa 

W  to  ibia  manifestation  on  the  part  of  80  loany  of  die  first  citixeM  of 

''      u  has  affccti^d  me  in  a  iniinner  tijat  I  am  not  likuly  soon  to  forget. 

''umnAncea  in  wbieh  1  have  been  plated  for  some  time  piist  give 

lilitional  value;   and  by  my  children  this  testimonial  will  be 

-|.|>/.. laiiii  hardly  less  than  by  myself. 

**  \r  recognizing  among  the  names  those  of  each  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
)lt»*iidiu?etts  General  Hospital,!  am  bound  to  a<  knowk-dge  this  renewal 
of  my  indebted ne>!i«  to  that  institutiun.  It  Wiis  the  first  to  receive,  verify, 
•Oitaiii,  and  promulgate  tbe  ether-discovery;  and,  trom  the  earliest,  I 
bte  received  fn.>ni  its  officers,  fitirgeoiis,  physieians,  and  tmatees^  nothing 
but  eYtmtant  courtesy,  liberality,  and  kind  consideration. 
*' Allow  me  to  acknowledge  yotir  persona!  kindness  in  acting  as  a  Com- 
I  for  the  pur^ioses  of  ^ubitcTiption,  and  die  tasteful  manner  in  which 
tve  given  to  it  an  enduring  value  and  signiliranue, 
•  You  are  pleased  to  speak  of  my  ser^'ices  as  deserving  a  national 
»*trd.  I  am  glad  to  have  your  concurrence  and  sympathy  in  tliis 
opinion;  and  it  is  not  unknown  to  you,  that,  if  received,  it  would  be  to 
toe,  ttot  only  a  rewanJ,  but  an  indemnilicatiou  and  relief, 

**  Re»pe€U'ully,  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

*' Wjluam  T.  0.  Morton. 

'^ToMewn.  Samuel  Frothinglumi  and  Thomaa  B.  Curtis." 

The  box  accompanying  this  note  had  upon  it  the  follow- 
ing inscriptions:  —  In  front,  "Testimonial  in  honor  of  the 
Ether  Discovery  of  Sept.  30,  184G."  And  on  the  lid,  "  This 
1k)X,  containing  one  thou«ivnd  dolljirs,  is  presentoil  to  Wil- 
liam Thomas  Green  ilorton  by  the  nienibcrs  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Massuchnsetts  General  Hospital,  and 
lather  citizens  of  Boston,  Mny  8,  1848."  —  U?ider  which  is  a 
line  extnicted  from  the  late  Hospital  Report,  viz*  "He  has 
l>ecuii)e  poor  in   a   cause  which    has   nitule  the  world   his 

ilcbtor.'* 
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The  subscription-book  has  one  hundred  and  foun 
signatures.     It  is  headed  as  follows,  viz. :  — 

'*  In  view  of  the  benefit  received  by  the  public  from  the  late  e 
discovery,  and  with  the  desire  of  aiding  towards  the  remuneration  oi 
W.  T.  G.  Morton,  of  this  city,  for  his  services  and  losses,  —  we, 
subscribers,  agree  to  pay  the  sum  set  against  our  respective  names 
same  to  be  applied  by  Samuel  Frothingham  and  Thomas  B.  Ci 
Esqrs.,  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Morton  an< 
family. 

"  Boston,  April  3,  1848.'' 


ni.     DR.   SMILIE'S    ADDRESS. 

Dr.  Smilie  is  a  man  of  science  and  ingenuity, 
details  his  own  near  approaches  to  this  discovery, 
he  adds, "  '  There  was  a  lion  in  the  way,'  which  sei 
to  restrain  me  at  bay,  until  Mr.  Morton  proved  h 
self  fitted  for  the   encounter.     And,  although   ii 
urged  by    his   opposers    that  he  lacked    knowle 
which  should  have  stimulated  his  discretion,  it  is  i 
proved  upon  their  own  grounds,  that  valor,  suppo 
by  ignorance,  is,  in  some  instances,  the  better 
of  discretion,  in  conferring  benefits  upon  mankii 
This  pamphlet  awards  the  whole  scientific  credi 
Dr.  Wells,  but  admits  that  "  the    peculiar  chara 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Report 
given  an  almost  irresistible  strength  to  the  favor; 
tide   of  Mr.    Morton's    claims."      It   ends    with 
following  paragraph :  — 
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^  in   the  foregoing,  given  a  eoiTect  histor}'  of  tlie 
and  progress  of  the  discovery  of  the  power  of  ether  to 
iprodijce  insensibility  to  pain  in  surgical  operations,  in  con- 
ion  with  the  claims  of  each  person,  directly  or  indirectly 
ilerested  in  bringing  it  before  the  public,  I  will  now  offer 
analysis  of  their  claims,  to  expose  the  merit  that  they 
separately  entitled  to  from  the  character  of  the  aid  ren- 
iifcred.    In  the  first  place,  a  question  is  raised  or  a  suggestion 
e,  whether  the  nitrous  oxide  might  not  he  used  for  the 
action  of  insensibility    to  pain    during    surgical  opera* 
?      But,    notwithstanding   the     high    character   of    its 
Tce,  emanating  as  it  did  from  Sir    Humphrey    Davy,  it 
ined  a  recorded  suggestion  through  the  many  editions 
bis  works,  for  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century,  and 
had  been    read    and    re-read    by    persons    of    almost    every 
pTifle   of  talent   in    every    department   of  study,  from   the 
itudent  to  the  professor, —long  trained  in  the  preparation 
of  it,*  basis  for  the  purpose  of  experiment.      Still  it  [)assed 
tlirough  an  onleal  ao  varied,  without  ever  being  subjected 
to  a   single  test   in    that  direction  ;  while    the   mesmerizer 
tas  affording  daily  stiamlus  for  its  trial,  by  the  record  of  his 
inless  operations  upon  persons  under  the  influence  of  his 
puted   science*      But   it    passed    the   gauntlet   of    minds 
engaged  in  the  various  combinations  of  investigation  exer- 
med  in  iHfferent  directions,  without  meeting  an  organization 
•tijipted   for   its  development,  by   making  it   the  subject   of 
Irial,  until  it  fortunately  met   the    eye  of  Horace  Wells,  a 
per«0Ei   possessing   qualities    of  mind   of    an   order   required 
its  develo])ment,  although  deficient  in    the  stamina  de- 
lved  from    early   education,    which   led,   from     the   disap- 
intnient  uf  cherisiied  and  ju^t  expectations,  to  his  sadly 
lature  death.     Froui  tliat  suggestion,  and  his  acquaint- 
ewith  Mr,  Morton  and  Dr.  Jackson,  and  the  aid  derived 
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from  thera  in  gaining  him  an  introduction  at  the  Hospita 
may  be  traced  the  studied,  motive  influence,  which  direct 
aided  in  making  the  latter  the  accidental  susrgester  of  eth 
as  a  substitute  for  the  agent  applietl  in  Mr.  Wells's  e: 
periments.  The  former  was  the  adventurer,  who  wii 
negative  merit  demonstrated  ita  power ^  and  placed  it  undi 
the  guarantee  of  high  authority  in  the  bauds  of  the  profe 
Bion.  And  if  there  is  to  be  an  award  of  merit,  we  cannc 
consistenlly  bestow  it  upon  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  wh< 
with  the  evidence  which  led  him  to  make  the  suggeatioi 
neglected  to  test  it  by  actual  experiment.  Neither  can  f 
attach  merit  to  the  course  adopted  by  W,  T.  G.  Mortoi 
the  accidental  instrument  in  developing  tbe  resources  i 
ether,  as  he  acted  in  his  application  to  Dr,  Jack$on  accordil 
to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  WelJs,  for  the  express  purpose  i 
obtaining  tlie  agent  employed  in  his  experiments  ;  and  leal 
of  all  to  Dr.  Jackson,  who,  to  avoid  the  trouble  attendal 
upon  its  preparation,  in  the  press  of  more  urgent  duti 
gave  qualified  advice  for  the  use  of  ether  from  the  knovv 
similarity  of  effect  producing  exhilaration,  —  wliit-h  he  directlj 
specified  at  the  time,  with  the  probable  danger  incurretl  b 
ita  use.  But  merit  is  naturally  directed  to  Horace  Well 
who  tested  jui  untried  suggestion  of  long  standing,  fro| 
his  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  its  basis  and  Iuirude4 
eCect,  and  proved  its  applicability,  which  directly  laid  th 
foundation  f*jr  the  discovery  of  a  more  ready  and  certa 
agent,  derived  through  the  fortunate  instruments  of  chanci 
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IV.     CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT. 

mRSSKTATITSa. 
WILLIi^M  T.  a  MORTON.  —  SULPHURIC  ETHER. 

F*l^  fl»  IMBt  laid  ■pan  lltii  Ubl«,  mnA  »n]cn»ii  to  bo  jjflaleil. 

Dr.  Kdwirda,  from  the  Select  Committee,   to  whom  the  subject  was 
Inferred,  miule  the  following  Report :  -^ 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
moriftl  of  Willium  T.  G.  Jlorton,  asking  compensation 
From  Congre83  for  the  discovery  of  tlie  anaesthetic  or  pnin- 
subJuin^  property  of  sulphuric  ether,  report,  —  Thut  the 
fullawing  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Houi?e  on  Jun, 
19,  1849,  and  was  on  the  nert  day  referred  to  the  Com- 
Qiiuee :  — 

**  To  ih€  JIonomfAe  the  Senfitt  and  Home  of  Mepresenft^ives  qf  the  United 
SiateJt  fif  America  in  Congreas  assembled : 

**rour  petitioner,  William  T,  G,  Mortoot  re!<[>ectfuUy  jvpiresents, 
ibMt  be  is  a  deuti^t  in  the  city  of  Bostoa;  that  in  the  yt^ar  1810,  und  Utv 
letertl  years  p^evioa^!ly  tfiereto,  he  was  in  the  pros|joroiis  and  lutTative 
pricdce  of  his  profe^ion  in  that  etty ;  hh  actual  atniyiil  rt'ceipt^  from  his 
bruine^s,  iks  bis  accounts  will  show,  being  between  ninti  and  ten  thou!$and 

*'  That  hid  occupation  obliging  him  to  see  frequent  instances  of  physical 
MStting,  he  was,  as  many  others  had  been,  indticed  to  con-iider  whethiT 
tbcrt  might  not  be  some  meau^  of  alloviatmgsuL'h  jjuCTerings,  and  render- 
ing operations  less  painful  to  those  obliged  to  submit  to  them. 

'*Tlut,  in  pursuance  of  tlits  object,  he  examined  such  known  and 
tfjfjpoved  treatises  on  materia  mediea  as  he  could  obtain,  and  lonsulted 
vjtbtbe  most  learned  persons  to  whom  he  could  get  accesf^,  but  found  the 
^ntific  knowlttdge  on  this  aubjoct  wholly  vague  and  unsatisfactory ;  that, 
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nevertheless,  he  continued  the  investigation,  and,  gathering  all  the  infor- 
mation he  could,  was  led,  step  by  step,  after  many  examinations  and 
experiments,  to  the  belief  that  sulphuric  ether,  properly  administered, 
might  produce  partial  if  not  total  insensibility ;  that,  desirous  to  verify  his 
belief  by  actual  experiment  on  the  human  system,  and  finding  the  idea 
prevalent  among  the  scientific  that  any  application  which  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  such  effects  would  be  injurious  to  health,  if  not  fatal  to  life,  he 
made  the  experiment  upon  himself,  and,  after  an  unconsciousness  of  sev- 
eral minutes,  awoke  with  no  injury  to  health  ;  that,  thus  confirmed  in  hU 
views,  he  proceeded,  against  much  opposition  and  amidst  many  obstacles, 
until  at  last,  in  the  presence  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  and  physicians 
of  a  public  institution,  and  on  a  public  occasion,  he  was  enabled  to  mani- 
fest the  truth  of  his  conception,  and  exhibited  a  patient  submitting  to  an 
amputation  of  a  leg,  without  the  slightest  sentiment  of  pain,  or  the  least 
injur)'  to  general  health  in  consequence  of  the  application  which  produced 
this  insensibility. 

**  Your  petitioner  would  further  state,  that,  interested  in  the  investi- 
gations which  resulted  in  this  discovery,  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to 
them,  to  the  neglect  of  his  ordinary  and  regular  business,  in  consequence 
of  which  his  practice  became  almost  entirely  lost  to  him ;  that  liis  experi- 
ments and  the  various  arrangements  and  preparations  which  tlie  calls 
upon  him  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  as  well  as  from  foreign  countries, 
obliged  him  to  make,  and  which  a  belief  in  the  validity  of  his  patent 
induced  him  to  suppose  would  not  be  unrequited,  were  very  expensive, 
and  involved  him  deojily  in  debt ;  that  the  patents  which  he  obtained, 
though  legally  valid,  were  in  fact  wholly  valueless  in  a  pecuniary  sense ; 
and  that  he  finds  himself  now,  after  all  his  outlays,  exertions,  and  endea- 
vors, with  his  practice  greatly  abridged,  his  reputation  injured  by  the 
efforts  of  those  who  opposed  with  great  wannth  the  introdu(  tion  of  his 
discover}' ;  his  htalth  impaired  by  mental  anxiety  and  over-exertion  ;  him- 
self redut  ed  to  povi-rty,  embarrassment,  and  pecuniary  distress ;  and 
probably  the  only  being  living  who  has  been  a  sufferer  from  a  discovery 
which  enables  the  world  to  rejoice  in  an  exemption  from  many  suf- 
ferings. 

**  Your  j)etitioner  states  only  facts  which  are  well  and  widely  known. 
He  therefore  respectfully  prays  your  honorable  body,  that  —  considering 
the  nature  of  the  discover}' ;  the  benefit  which  it  confers,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  confer  so  long  as  nature  lasts,  ujmn  humanity;  the  price  at 
which  your  petitioner  effected  it,  in  the  serious  injury  to  his  business;  ihe 
detrinjcnt  to  his  health ;  the  entin»  absence  of  any  remuneration  from 
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the  priTileg«*s  uwier  his  patent,  and  that  it  is  of  dirert  benefit  to  t!it»  gov- 
ttmient^  by  its  twe  in  the  army  nnd  navy  -^  you  should  grant  hiiu  snob 
nficla»  might  seem  to  you  sufHcient  to  restore  bim  at  It'ust  to  tliat  posi- 
^tm  in  whif^U  bo  was  before  hu  made  known  to  the  world  a  discovery 
nkiA  enables  man  to  utulergjo,  witbout  the  ueuse  of  pain,  the  seYBPest 
[  trials  to  wbicb  buniaa  iKitiiri;  Is  subject, 

**  Aftd  your  petitioner  will  ever  prayr  &c. 

**  Wm.  T.  G,  Morton;* 

The  day  on  wliidi  the  above  memorinl  was  presented  to 

the  Committee,  the  Ciiairmari  fithl reused  the  followiiijr  letter 

tft  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  knowing  that  a  con- 

Ifcroversj  had  long  existed  between  him  and  the  memorialist 

in  reUtiou  to  the  diseorery  claimed  :  — 

'*  House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  20,  1849. 

**8ir,  —  I  write  to  inform  you  that  a  memorial  of  Wuk  T.  G.  Morton 

m  presi^nted  to  the  House  of  Representatrvu^,  and  referred  tt>  a  Com- 

oittttOfi  the  pat4?nting  of  compound  medieines^  of  which  I  am  Chairman. 

MnemoriaJlst  claimitbe  di^scovery  and  practical  application  of  sulphuric 

Wf  m  prudacing  anaesthesia,  and  ask:*  remuneration  fruin  Con*;re89.     I 

I  long  knowD  of  a  controversy  as  to  this  discover}',  and  am  aware 

ijoa  claim  this  as  yours,     I  shall  with  pleasure  receive  any  commu- 

( OIL  tbizi  subject. 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

**  T.  O.  Edwahi>Sj  Chairman,  &c. 
•  Ih.  Charles  T.  Jackson/' 


The  following  reply  was  received  :  — 

"  Boston,  Jan.  23,  1849. 

*'  Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  iJie  receipt  of  your 

ktor  of  'iOth  instant,  in  relation  to  the  claiins  set  up  by  Wm.  T«  G,  Mor- 

>  the  dijicovery  of  etherization,  aud  morit  heartily  thank  you  fur  this 

;  and  friendly  intelligence,  and  sbail  very  speedily  send  a  remou' 

•tnaee  from  the  phyiisciana  and  citizens  generally  of  Boston.     You  wilt 

if«y  inoch  oblige  mc  by  waiting  a  few  days  before  brinf^ii^  up  tlie  sulyeet ; 

r  we  anjr  taken  by  surprise  in  this  matter,  the  moveuieut:*  of  Morton  and 

i  fncod^t  having  been  con(?eaied  and  unknuwu  to  us.     The  moment  I 
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bi-an]  tbat  Morton  had  gone  to  Wai^liingtt»n  with  some  Kchome  of  gaining' 
notice  from  Govirnmcntp  I  wrote  von  a  lutter,  having  It unied  that  yon 
were  interested  in  tho  protei-tion  of  our  profession  from  quackcrTf  »i"i 
that  aa  a  phyyician  you  would  be  likely  to  int^'rest  yourtfelf  in  this  ?tih- 
ject.  I  was  very  glad  to  karn  by  your  letter  that  jou  wen?  ChainaAn  of 
the  Committtie  before  whom  the  question  of  tlie  distovery  of  ethenxation 
wotdd  eoine.  I  am  a^nttsfied  ibat  ample  proof  will  be  laid  bt^fori'  you, 
showing  that  Morion  was  in  no  sen»e  the  discoren^r  of  etherization. 

**  I  will  visit  you  in  person  before  long,  and  then  shaJl  be  able  to 
explain  every  thing  that  may  not  be  perfectly  elcar. 

**  Were  it  not  that  my  urguiit  duties  as  United  States  geologist  re- 
quired all  ni)'  time^  I  :<bmild  rLJoice  in  being  able  to  lay  my  ease  liefor« 
Congress ;  knowing  that  there  is  much  more  faeiliiy  in  arriving  at  tb& 
truth,  when  both  sides  are  examined,  where  there  is  not  bo  much  locw 
feeling  as  exists  in  the  vicinity  of  our  Hospital. 

**  I  shall  deem  it  necessaiy,  for  the  cause  of  tnith,  science,  and  for  the 
credit  of  our  profession^  to  lay  my  case  fairly  before  you;  and  you  sball 
soon  have  all  the  doeumt-nts  wu  can  fnrnisb*  I  now  send  you  Dr.  Gays 
stati'ment,  wbieli  pleaj*c  accept. 

*'  With  the  highest  regartl,  I   have  the  honor  to  Ije,  your  obedient 

servant, 

**  Chables  T.  Jackson,  31  Somerset  Street,  Bo&ton. 

**  Hon.  Tliomas  O.  Edwards." 

**  Professor  Silliman»  Professor  Hare,  Professor  Gibson*  and  all  onr 
men  of  science  who  have  cxaniined  the  eTidence»  decidi'  in  my  favor* 

**  C.  T.  J." 

The  followinjT  rem  on  8  trance  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  :  — 

•*  To  the  Senate  and  Eoubc  of  Itepreseniutives  of  the  Ufdted  Statu  i«* 

Congress  assemUed: 

*'Tbe  undersigned  begs  leave  to  represent^  tbat*  whereas  a  mcnmrial 
has  been  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  by  WiUiam 
Thomas  Green  Morton,  of  the  city  of  Bostonj  ia  the  State  of  Maiisachu* 
Bettj,  representing  that,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thou  wand  eight 
hnndred  and  forty-six,  be,  tbe  <*aid  Morton,  ma*k%  in  the  city  of  Boston 
aforesaid,  a  discovery  by  which  the  human  body  is  remlered  insensible  to 
pain  during  surgical  operations,  and  during  other  serious  and  violent  afiec- 
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t»M,  br  means  of  t!ie  vapor  of  sulpliiiric  ether  inhaled  into  thfi  lun;^^.  — 

fnfln^^  iWo  for  a  national  rettiunerAtion  or  rewanJ  for  nuking  the  sx'ul  dis- 

WFcrf,  And  for  iU  practical  application;  and  wht^reas  the  said  disL'overy 

iiiiatjob/  the  undersized,  witLout  tljc  knowledije  of  the  said  Morton, 

twiirithour  tbe  co*operatioa  or  assist  anee  of  any  p^^r-ion  wliam-^ocvcr*  and 

tis  coram Liriicated  by  the  undersij^ncMl  to  varioua  person??,  from  th«  siiring 

tod  iutumn  of  eighteen  bun  fired  and  forty-two  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 

ternb.T.  eighteen  hundred  an  1  forty-i*ix  itielinive,  and  on  the  ,*aid  thirtieth 

ilj)  of  Septt-mber  was  also  couimiin irate i!  by  thu  iitider'*i;jroed  to  thi'  .-^aid 

Mi)rton»— he,  the  said  Morton,  being,  previous  to  the  said  ei»mnmuieation 

*f  tbe  disco  very  to  hiin,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  aTue-tlhetie  prop^rlies  and 

lori^uipharic  ether  aforesaid  ;  and  whereaj^  the  undyrsi;rfje^[t  did  al«o. 

Oftthc  thirtieth  day  of  Septeni'jer,  eighteen  hunrlre^l  and  forty-six,  devise 

indconunit  to  the  aaid  Morton  the  perfornaaaee  of  an  experiment  for  the 

vcnfication  of  the  said  discovery,  so  far  as  the  extracting  of  teeth  U  can- 

6enu»tl;  and  whereas  thesiiaid  Morton,  aetin^g  in  slriet  cunfurraity  with  the 

UMtroctioni  and  upon  the  exclusive  and  exprei^ly-assuint'd  re>fpon^ibility 

<^  lb«  iraderij^erl,  did,  to  the  extent  of  a  painleas  extraction  of  a  tooth, 

BicccMfully  verify  the  said  discovery;  and  whereas  the  underifigued  did, 

•bonly  afterwards,  canse  the  discovery  to  be  further  verified  by  tbe  eur- 

I  JBOiis  of  the  JIa-'«HaL'hu-$ettij  General  Hospital p  in  the  first  painless  capital 

opif&rtQu  ever  performLjd  under  the  induenee  of  llie  ether-vapor ;  and 

tbcri'^^  the  si*^ature  of  the  undersigned  to  certain  letters-patent,  taken 

^A  h  the  joint  nam^-^  of  the  undorsii^n«^<l  and  of  the  said  Mi>rrnn,  declar- 

I  ia^  tbe  discovery  to  be  their  joint  invention,  Wivs  obtained  through  the 

[  f«|rfeseatAtion  of  Robert  H.  Eddy^  Esq.,  of  said  Boston,  the  solicitor  by 

•bom  the  said  letter^j-pateni  were  procured^  and  copartner  with  tlie  i^^ald 

Morton  in  the  profits  thereof,   that  the  vinder-^ignetl  '  might  lose  all  hi;! 

imdil  M  ft  discoverer,^  if  he  did  not  consent  to  become  a  party  to  the  said 

^btten-pttent ;  and  whereas  tbe  nnderi«igned,  aft<tr  being  in.struct^*d  by 

*  legal  counsel  that  the  said  Morton  had  not  rendered  himself  in 

ittijittise  A  joint  discoverer,  by  reason  of  the  painless  extraction  of  a 

I  as  aforesaid,  and  that  he  had  not  thereby  aetpiired  any  right  eilher 

I  an  exclusive  patent  or  to  participation  wth  the  undersigned  in  anj' 

m  upon  tbe  said  discovery,  did  pnblicly  repudiate  all  connection  with 

itM  letters-patent,  and  did  refuse  any  part  of  the  proceeds  arising 

[ihni the  sale  of  licenses  under  the  same;  and  did,  as  he  onginally  in* 

i.  give  the  discover)*  freely  to  the  world,  to  the  full  extent  of  hia 

ist;  evidence  of  all  which  is  herewith  ^nbuiitted.     The  nnderi»igned 

font,  thcnefbre,  earnestly  remonstrate  against  the  memorial  of  die  aaid 
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M(irtoii,  and  prtiya  that  liis  petition  may  not  be  granted  \  and  that  there 
may  iK»t  be*  oji  the  part  of  the  CongreM  of  tbe  United  St^ites, 
recognition  whatever  of  his  claims  to  the  said  discovery. 

**  Crarlkb  T.  Jackso 

*♦  WushiOM^ton,  D.C.,  Jim.  29,  1849." 


r,  J,  L,  Lord,  atto^j 
stimony  in  liis  fa  vow 
9,  tot^etlier  with  nu4 


1 


Dr.  Jackson  and  Dr,  Morton  each  appeared  before  the 
Cotnniittee  on  several  occasions;  and  Mr,  J,  L,  Lord,  atto^j 
ney  fur  Dr  Jackson,  presented  the  test 
Various  pnnj[»hlets  and  numerous  letters 
merous  conflietinn^  and  irrelevant  affidavits,  were  referred  to 
us  J  and,  after  an  examination  of  more  than  a  month,  and  a 
patient  and  careful  weigliing  of  all  the  facts  as  presented, 
report  that,  — 

On  the  12th  day  of  November,  184fi,  a  patent  was  issued 
by  the  Department  of  State  to  Dr,  ^\llliam  T.  G*  Mortoid 
for  a  new  nnd  useful  improvement  in  surgical  operations, 
which  con^istd  in  rendering  the  patient  insen£?ible  to  pain,  by 
the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether.  j 

The  interest  of  Dr»  Jackson  in  the  patent  was  previuusM 
assigned  to  Dr.  Morton,  who  now  brings  it  before  Congress 
with  his  memorial,  and  ofTers  to  surrender  it.     He  a^ks  from 
Congress  some  consideration  for  the  valuable  boon  which  he 
claims  to  have  conferred  upon  his  country  and  the  world,  and 
remuneration  for  his  own  personal  sacrifices  in  making  thl 
discovery.     And  he  avers  thfit  he  himself  is  the  sole  discord 
erer,  aided  only  by  the  current  knowledge  uf  the  day,  whicJi 
he  derived  from  books,  and  from  conversation  with  Dr,  Jachl 
son   nnd  other   scientific  men.      Dr.  Jackson,   on   his  parn 
denies  tliat  Dr.   Morton  is  the  author  of  the  discovery  ;   bu 
claims   the   whole  merit   as   his  own,  and  avers  that  in  th 
experiments  made  and  operations  performed  by  Dr.  Mortofl 
testing  the   truth  and  value  of  the  discovery,  and  bringiit 
it  before  the  world,  Dr,  Morton  acted  as  agent ^  and  that 
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y  his  special  directions,  and  on  his  personal  and 
im)fessional  responsibility,  Tlie  contending  parties  have  pre- 
senti^d  to  the  public  their  respective  statements,  and  have 
adduced  much  evidence  in  tlieir  su[iport ;  all  of  wliich  your 
Committee  have  felt  it  their  duty  carefully  to  examine  and 
consider. 

The  specifications  which  accompaTiy  the  patent  show  what 
the  contending  parties  admit  to  have  been  known  on  the  sub- 
ject prior  to  alleged  discovery,  and  also  whsit  they  claim  as 
itxclusively  their  own  contribution  to  the  existing  mass  of 
hmuin  knowledge*  It  is  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  following 
dftuse  in  the  specification:  ^*It  has  been  known  ttiat  the 
tipora  of  8onie,  if  not  of  all  these  chemical  distillations,  par- 
ly those  of  sul[>huric  ether,  when  breathed  or  intro- 
tltrcjeil  into  the  lungs  of  an  animal,  have  produced  n  jieculiar 
effect  upon  its  nervous  system,  one  wfiieh  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  analogous  to  what  is  usually  termed  intoxication. 
It  has  never,  to  our  knowledge,  been  known  until  our  dis- 
covery, that  the  inhalation  of  such  va[iors  (particularly 
those  of  sulphuric  ether)  would  produce  insensibitity  to  pain, 
or  such  a  state  of  quiet  of  nervous  action  as  to  render  a  person 
uT  anijual  incapable,  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely,  of  ex- 
periencing pain,  while  under  the  action  of  the  knife  or  other 
iojitnimcnt  of  operation  of  a  surgeon,  calculated  to  produce 
pain.     This  is  our  discovery." 

In  addition  to  tliis^  the  vapor  of  ether,  for  the  last  half- 
century,  has  been  known  as  a  nepenthe  both  in  Eurc^pc  and 
America,  ami  has  been  inhaled  for  the  relief  of  inflamma- 
Udas,  spasms,  and  the  effect  proiluced  by  the  inhalation  of 
dilorine  gas.  Sir  IIumi>hrey  Davy  long  ago  suggested  that 
ihe  inhalation  of  a  gas  (the  nitrous  oxide)  might  be  used  to 
prevent  pain  in  surgical  operations  ;  and  the  inhalation  of  it 
wa^  publicly  tried  in  a  dental  operation,  but  without  success, 
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by  Dr,  Horace  Wells,  in  Boston,  in  1844,  in  the  presence  06 

nuiny  i»ersons^  and  Dr.  Morton  aided  in  the  exijeriment. 

In  July,  1847,  after  the  rij^ht  to  the  discovery  had  becomsl 
a  mutter  of  ooutciit,  Dr»  Morton  drew  up  a  narrative,  in  iheJ 
form  of  a  memorial  to  tlie  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Parisyj 
which  was,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  presented  byJ 
M.  Anigo,  in  which  he  gives  a  detailed  statement  of  what! 
he  claini8  as  his  discovery  and  the  steps  by  which  he  arrived  j 
at  its  com?ummation.  In  ihie  he  states,  that,  in  the  summer j 
of  1844,  he  was  a  student  of  Dr.  Jackson  and  a  boarder  in 
his  family.  He  details  a  conversation,  in  which  Dr,  Jacksoti  I 
expliiined  the  well-known  ctlccts  of  sulphuric  ether  on  tlie 
nervous  system,  when  taken  by  inhalation,  and  adds  that  Dr. 
Jackson,  in  the  siune  conversation,  said  that  he  had  some- 1 
times  used  ether  as  a  kical  application  to  relieve  pain  in  tlie  I 
teeth,  and  recommended  it  to  him  for  that  purpose,  audi 
afterwards  sent  him  a  vial  of  highly  rectified  chloric  ether,  J 
which  he  subsequently  used. 

This  conversation  with  Dr.  Jaekson  ;  the  effect  produced! 
by  the  use  of  ether,  directly  apjvlied  to  the  teeth,  in  deaden- 
ing pain  ;  the  experiment  of  l>r»  Horace  Well-*,  in  the  follow- 
ing wunter,  with  nitrous  oxide,  in  which  he  assisted  ;  and  his  J 
subsequent  reading,  which  now  took  a  decided  turn,  directedi 
his  mind  to  the  snhject,  and  led  to  further  expenments.      He] 
gives   the    necessities   of  tlie  profejssion  as  the  cause  whiehi 
urged  him  on  in  tlie  path  of  discovery.     He  details  sevend 
attempts  in  the  summer  ui'  1846*  none  of  which  were  en** 
tirely   successful,   to    produce    iusensihility    to    pain    by   thai 
inhalation  of  ether ;   and    various  efforts  to  provide  some  ajv 
panitus  from  which  it  might  be  conveniently  inhaled.     At 
last,  on  the  30th  of  September,  he  again  called  on  Dr.  Jack^ 
son  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  further  inibrmation  as  td 
the  prepsiratiou  and  use  of  tlie  ether,  and,  at  tlic  same  time,] 
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ia£ous  to  conceal  the  object  which  he  had  in  view,  lest  Dr. 

Jacksoii  should  turn  hi^  thoughts  in  the  same  direction,  and 

lodctpate  him   iu  the  discovery.     He  states  a  conversation 

irith  Dr.  Jackson  on  that  day*  ojiened  on  his  part  in  a  man- 

Der  most  likely  to  cover  hi:»  real  purpose,  and,  at  the  same 

time,  elicit  the  information  desired      He  «aya  his  declared 

was  to  get  a  refractory  patient  in  his  power,  so  that 

leould  o{>erate ;  and  that  he  said  nothing  about  performing 

^operation  without  pain.     He  first  proposed  to  act  on  the 

ition  of  the  patient,  merely  by  administering  atmos- 

idr  from  a  gas  bag.     This  Dr.  Jackson  condemned ; 

oke  of  Dr.  Wells  and  his  nitrous  oxide  witli  derision,  on 

[which  Dr.  Morton  asked  hini  why  he  could  not  use  the  sul- 

ether.     This  Dr.  Jackson  at  once  approved  ;  spoke  of 

[the  stupefying  effects  of  the  sulphuric  ether,  and  of  the  stu- 

limU  taking  it  at  Cambridge,  and  said  that  the  patient  would 

[kdtiU  and  etupeiied,  so  that  the  operator  could  do  what  he 

Ifleafied  with  him  and  he  would  not  be  able  to  help  himself; 

li&d,  after  some  conversation  about  the  preparation  of  ether, 

Itiid  directions  as  to  the  shop  at  wliich  the  be^t  could  be  bad> 

If.  Jackson  gave  him  a  flask,  with  a  glass  tube,  with  wbk'h  to 

f idmini^ter  it ;  and  they  parted.     Dr.  Morton  states  that  he 

procured  the  ether,  went  to  his  office,  lockeil  himself  up,  and 

tried  its  effects  on  himself;  and  afterwards  i  on  the  same  day, 

euritcted  a  tooth  withtiut  pain,  or  even  conscionsnetis^  from 

i  patient  whom  he  had  put  under  its  iuHueuce.     And  that,  iu 

I  order  to  bring  out  the  discovery,  he  applied  to  surgeons  of 

I  the  Iloepital  to  suffer  it  to  be  tried  in  some  surgical  opera- 

I  tiofnti,  which  they  consented  to  do. 

Dr.  Jackson  denies  the  truth  of  this  statement,  thus  far, 

I  ai  all  it«  material  parts.      He  denies  that  Dr.  Morton ,  j>rior 

I  tollieir  interview  on  the  30th  of  September,  1846,  had  any 

knowledge  of  sulphuric  ether,  or  its  effects  on  the  nervous 
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system ;  —  that  he  was,  prior  to  that  time,  in  pursuit  of  any 
discovery  to  prevent  pain  in  dental  operations,  or  that  he  had 
made  any  experiments  whatever  tending  to  that  object ;  and 
he  avers  that  the  operation  of  the  30th  September  was  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Morton  as  his  agents  by  his  direction,  and  on 
his  sole  responsibility ;  —  that,  in  other  words,  he  was  the 
actor  and  Dr.  Morton  his  instrument ;  and  that  such  also  was 
the  case  in  the  application  to  the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital, 
and  the  successful  experiments  there  tried  in  sundry  opera- 
tions. On  these  questions  much  evidence  is  adduced,  and  on 
their  determination  rests  the  whole  merit  of  the  discovery. 

To  prove,  amongst  other  matters,  that  Dr.  Morton  had  no 
knowledge  of  sulphuric  ether  prior  to  September  30th,  Dr. 
Jackson  takes  the  testimony  of  two  persons,  —  George  0. 
Barnes  and  James  M*  In  tyre, —  who  were  his  students  in  chem- 
istry, and  present  at  the  interview.  Barnes  details  a  conver- 
sation about  the  use  of  atmospheric  air  to  operate  upon  the 
imagination  of  the  patient,  which  Dr.  Jackson  condemned; 
says  that  nitrous  oxide  was  named,  but  not  sulphuric  ether, 
when  Dr.  Jackson  said,  "  Now,  Morton,  I  can  tell  you  some- 
thing that  will  produce  a  real  effect.  Go  to  Burnett  the 
apothecary,  and  get  some  very  strong  sulphuric  ether,  —  the 
stronger  the  better;  sputter  it  on  your  handkerchief;  put  it 
to  your  patient's  mouth  ;  take  care  that  it  be  well  inhaled ; 
and,  in  a  minute  or  two,  perfect  insensibility  will  be  pro- 
duced." "Sulphuric  ether,"  said  Morton,  "what  is  that? 
Is  it  a  gas  ?  " 

It  will  be  remarked,  thjit  the  witness  here  professes  io 
speak  with  perfect  accuracy,  giving  this  part  of  the  conversa- 
tion in  its  order  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue ;  but,  if  he  be 
entirely  correct,  it  involves  a  singular  absurdity.  Dr.  Jack- 
son directs  that  the  ether  shall  be  administered  by  spattering 
it  on  a  handkerchief;  on  which  Dr.  Morton  asks  him,  **!« 
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,» ? "  as  if  gas  could  be  spattered  on  a  handkerchief,  and 
administered  to  a  patient*  It  is  posmble,  however,  that 
very  lan^iage  put  in  tlie  mouths  of  tlie  interlocutors 
in  fact»  used ;  but,  if  so,  Dr,  Morton  could  not  huve 
the  question,  ^^  Is  it  ffas?'^  in  ignorance^  for  the  fact 
it  was  a  liquid  was  explained  to  him  in  the  very  direc- 
of  its  use  3  but  it  must  liave  been  to  disguise  his 
ledge,  and  with   it  his  purpose. 

statement  of  James   M*Iotyre,  the  other  witness,  is 

positive,  and  more  consistent  with  probability.     After 

ng  the  conversation  about  the  atmospheric  air  and   the 

mu«  oxide,  he  says;  — 

A^  Morton  was  going  away,  Dr.  Jaekson  told  him  that 

could   tell  him  something  that  would  make  the  patient 

i&ible,  and  then  he  could  do  what  he  had  a  mind  to  with 

ilorton   asked   what   it  was  ;    Dr.   Jackson  then   told 

to  go  to  Burnett's,  and  get  some  pure  sulphuric  ether, 

pour  it  on  a  handkerchief,  and  let  her  inhale  it.      Mor- 

asked  what  sulphuric  ether  was  ;   what  kind  of  looking 

it  w^as*     I  stayed  in  the  front  room,  while  Morton  and 

Jackson   w^ent   to   look  at  the   ether.     From    Morton's 

ions   about  the  ether,  I  am  satisfied  he  knew  nothing 

its  properties  or  nature/* 

There  is  no  inherent  difficulty  in  this  statement,  and  that 

Barnes  is  incorrect  is  rendered  the  more  probable  from 

r  consideration.     If,  after  Dr.  Jackson  had   directed 

ifton  to  go  to  a  drug-store  and  get  sulphuric  ether,  and 

nister  it  by  sprinkling  or  pouring  it  on  a  handkerchief, 

►rton  had  asked  if  it  was  gasy  how  could  the  absurdity 

ive  escaped  the  observation  of  the  students  in  chcmij^try  ? 

ould  the  two  young  men  have  failed  to  make  it  a  subject 

ridicule,  in  conversation  with  each  other,  so  tliat  it  would 

e  been    impressed   on  the   memory  of  both?      But    the 
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oritrUB,  »d  the 

hw  Dr.  Welk«  Dr.  Mottos  bd  »  kis 
le  m  Tkl  of  fldplHie  cdba*,  wUth  Mr, 
d  aauDMd;  «  tkst,  aAcr  Jnlr  6,  1S4€« 
Morton  could  iwt  bat  kiTe  kBovn^  imtO  be  fjf^pot  lib 
edge,  ^mhu  land  of  fitdT*  aniphiirie  ether  wss^  and, 
cralljf  iomctlitiig  of  its  mppBeatitm  and 
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mucti  evidence  corroborating  that  of  Mr.  Metcalf  on  this 
|i«itit,  which  will  be  a>n8idere(l  hereafter.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
llmt  we  think  Dr.  Murton'^  knowledj^e  to  thirf  extent  well 
cftablMlicd  ;  and  we  think  it  efjimlly  clear*  that,  in  his  con- 
|Yen«itii)a  with  Dr.  Jacki^on  in  the  presence  of  his  students, 
lif  useif  artifice  to  conceal  hi^  kni»wledge.  But  did  Dr. 
Morton,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  184B,  engage  in 
the  atienipteil  discovery  of  some  agent  tu  prevent  pain  in 
j  dental  operations?  And  did  it  occur  to  him  to  try  the  vj^pnr 
of  sulpharic  ether  as  such  agent  ?     I'bis  is  also  nffiniied  on 

fllieoae  iside,  and  denied  on  tlie  other. 

The  testimony  of  Francis   Wlntman  goes  to  thia    point, 

^lUiays  :  '"One  day,  I  think  it  was  previously  to  July,  1846, 
Dr.  Morton,  in  speaking  of  improvements  he  had  made  in  his 
prtifugj^ion^  and  of  some  one  improvement  in  particular,  said  if 
bt'couM  nfdy  extract  them  without  puln,  Mie  would  make  a 
wir/    I  rcplietl  I  hardly  thought  it  could  be  dime.     He  .-^aid 

fke  Mieved  it  could,  and  that  he  would  find  out  something 
fO!t*i  accompH^h  his  purpose.**  "Some  time  in  July  last,  he 
•poke  nf  having  his  patientit  come  in  at  one  door,  having 

[All  their  teeth  extracted,  and  without  knowing  it,  and  then 
jotng  into  ilie  next  room,  and  having  a  full  .set  put  in.'*  He 
'  dint  Dr  Morton  came  into  the  office  one  day  in  great 
I'ec,  exclaiming  that  he  had  found  it,  and  that  he  could 
xtTMCt  teeth  without  pain/' 

There  is  nothing  in  the  case  to  cast  a  shade  over  the  tea  ti- 
ny of  thii*  witness.  Hie  statement  involves  no  contradic- 
tion or  improbability  ;  l»e  speaks  of  matters  which  would  be 
Hldy  to  make  a  distinct  impression   at  the  time  :    therefore 

jJTOur  Committee  could  not  refuse  him  credence,  even  if  he 
i^ere  uncorroborated  ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case.  Dr. 
f'fttnville  G.  Hayden  testifies  that  Dr,  Morton  applictl  to 
him  nbf>ut  tlie  last  of  June,  184<i,  and  desired  to  make  some 
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arrangement  tbnt  would  relieve  him  from  the  cares  of  Mi 
offiret  as  lie  hud  nn  idea  in  hh  head  i'oimectetl  wUh  deutigtrVtl 
which  he  thought  would  he  otie  of  the  greatest  tliuigs  ever! 
known,  and  that  he  wished  to  give  all  lib  tnne  to  its  develup-j 
tiietit.  He  at  first  decFmed  to  state  its  nature,  but  at  len^ilhj 
told  Dr.  Hayden  it  was  sometliing  he  had  discovered  which] 
would  enable  him  to  extract  teeth  iiithtait  pain  ;  said  that  he] 
1j!h1  already  tried  its  effects  u\\*m  a  dog,  and  described  itij 
operation.  He  said  it  was  not  nitrous  oxide*  and  requested j 
Dr.  Hay  den  to  say  nothing  altout  tlie  matter.  Thid  contract] 
with  Dr.  Hfiyden  was  rodiiced  to  writing  on  tlie  SHth  <*?■ 
June,  184ti>  as  aj>pear8  by  the  statement  of  Kichard  II. 
Dana,  jim.,  the  counsel  who  drew  the  instrument;  and »  at 
the  time  he  waa  preparing  it.  Dr.  Morton  told  lum  that  lie  I 
was  in  progress  of  a  di^scovery,  which,  if  successfuK  woukl 
revolutionize  the  practice  of  dentistry. 

In  the  month  of  Auguet,  he  told  Dr*  Haydcn  that  hiaJ 
agent  was  sulphuric  ether,  taken  by  inhalatitm  ;  said  he  hail 
inhaled  it  himself,  and  trie<l  to  get  three  young  men  in  h'uj 
office  to  inhale  it.  He  afterwards  spoke  of  ill  success  iukIi 
discouragement  in  the  use  of  etlier,  and  Dr.  Huyden  m^i 
gcsled  that  he  should  conBult  a  chemist  on  the  subject. 

William    P.   Leavitt   and   Thomas    R.   Spear,   jun.,  whaJ 
were  students  in  the  office,  testify  to  the  purehnse  of  sulpliuricj 
ether  for  Dr.  Morton,  in  July  and  August;  that  he  prevuiledj 
on  them  to  inhnle  the  ether  j    and   that  he  offered   them 
reward,  if  they  would  find  some  one  who  would  consent  tQ 
have  a  tooth  extracted  under  its   influence ;    and  that,  afte 
Dr*  Haydcn  came.  Dr.  ilorton  seemed  wholly  absorbed  will 
his  experiments  ;  that  he  had  bottles  and  India-rubber  bagt 
in  a  suiall  room  in  his  office,  in  wliich  room  he  frequentl| 
locked  hiniself  up. 

tloscph   M.  Wiglitman,  a  gentleman  of  very  high   charaQ 
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|ites  that,  in  the  summer  of  1846,  Dr.  Morton  fipplied 
for  inforraAtinn  upon  increasing  the  security  of  arti- 
th  by  atmot?pheric  pressure ;   a  short  time  after,  he 
he  had   abanihrrieil   his   views,  which   he  founti  were 
lus,    and  wad   tlien  eni^a^jfed    in    sometlnng   of  much 
importance  in  his  profession.     ""  He  then  wished  me 
hini  bags  of  Iiidia-rubljer  cloth  made  for  retaining 
rnd    inquired   whether    it   would    do   to    put   sulphtiric 
in  them."     It  is  very  clearly  shown  tiiat  these   inter- 
occurred  prior  to  the  conversation  with  Dr.  Jackson, 
30th  of  September,  1846  ;  nor  is  the  mass  of  evidence 
referred  to  weakened  in  its  force,  «o  far  as  it  bears 
I   jKiints    now  under   consideration,    by   the    opposing 
Dny.     This  consists  of  stiitements  alleged  to  have  been 
by  Dr.  Morton,  attributing  the  discovery  to  Dr.  Jack- 
atatements  that  he  had  never  inhaled  the  ether,  and 
tonts  on  the  part  of  Spear  and  Leavitt  that  they  inhaled 
her  for  the  first  time,  after   tlie   30th   of  September, 
Generally,  this   is  a  species  of  evidence  httle  to  \ye 
upon,  less  in  a  heated  controversy  like  this  in  which 
tnmunity  participate,  than    in   ordinary  cases;    but  we 
"er  to  this  more  es[>eciiilly  by  and  by,  when  we  come 
ider  the   several   depositions.      But   in    no   wise  can 
like  this  weigh  against  a  chain  of  facts  and  clrcura- 
,  proved,  as  in   this  case,  by  the  testimony  of  many 
ected  witnesses.    There  are  no  contemporaneous  facts 
rations  stated  by  the  refmtting  witnesses  on  tliis  branch 
case,  except  by  Don  P.  Wilson,  who  says  he  was  in 
i  of  Mortons  office  quite  frequently  during  the  sum- 
the  month  of  Se[jtember,  1-^46  ;  never  saw  sulphuric 
ihere ;   never  heard  Morton  speak  of  it,  tJiat  he   can 
r ;    never  perceiveil  its  o^lur  about  the  clothes    4)f 
or  otherwise,  and  thinks  it  could  not  have  been  used 
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in  the  oflBce  without  his  having  perceived  its  odor.  He  says, 
that,  during  the  summer  of  1846,  he  often  heard  Morton 
speak  of  a  new  discovery  which  he  was  about  to  publish  to 
the  world,  and  which,  to  use  his  own  words,  "would  revo- 
lutionize the  whole  practice  of  dentistry,  and  secure  to  him  a 
fortune  ;  "  but  he  never  hesitated  to  tell  me  and  others,  that 
"  it  consisted  in  a  new  preparation  for  filling  teeth  and  a  new 
mode  of  making  teeth,  and  setting  them  to  plate."  This 
was  Morton's  great  hobby  during  the  summer  of  1846,  and 
during  the  month  of  September,  the  same  year. 

And  John  E.  Hunt,  whose  statement  on  those  subjects  is 
the  same  with  that  of  Wilson,  except  that  he  says  he  was 
"connected  with  the  oflSce  in  the  summer  of  1846,"  —  how 
connected  he  does  not  say,  but  that  he  "entered  the  office 
early  in  the  month  of  November  of  that  year,"  —  and  was » 
assistant-dentist.     Now,  it  is  sufficiently  apparent,  that  the 
discovery  of  which  Dr.  Morton  did  not  hesitate  to  speak  pub- 
licly to  these  young  men  "  and  others,"  could  not  be  the  one 
which  he  was  at  the  same  time  carefully  concealing;  and, for 
the  rest,  the  whole  amount  of  this  evidence  is,  that  these  per- 
sons, who  occasionally  visited  the  office  of  Dr.  Morton  in  the 
summer  of  1840,  did  not  discover  what  he  took  especial  pains 
to   conceal.     The  affidavit  of  William  A.  Brewer,  that  the 
house  to  which  he  belonged  sold  nothing  but  the  best  sulphuric 
ether,  is  no  doubt  true,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  wit- 
ness ;   but  it  is  hardly  possible  for  him  to  know  that  none  of 
an  inferior  quality  left  the  shop,  even  if  the  best  only  were 
j)urchased  or  prepared,  as  it  is  an  article  greatly  subject  to 
deterioration   by  time,  especially  if  the  vessel  containing  it 
be   often   uncorked   or  remain  open   for   a   length    of  time* 
in  which   case  the  pure  volatile  ether  flies  off  in  vapor,  ant» 
the  dregs  remain.      Hence  the  chemical  analysis  had  of  th^ 
ether    remaining    in    the   demijohn   does,  in    our  judgment  ^ 
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fell  far  short  of  proving  its  true  quality  when  purdiii,^cd  at 
llifi  druggist's. 

But,  on  the  wivole,  the  evidence  thus  far  leaves  no  doubt  on 

tlie  in i mis  of  your  Committee,  thiit,  prior  to  his  interview  with 

Dr.  Jnckdou,  on   the  30th  of  September,  I84i>,  Dn  Mortt»n 

wai  pud&e«!^ecl  of  the  idea  that  the  inlnilation  of  sulj)huric  clher 

would  render  a  patient  insensible    tu   pain  during   a  dental 

operation ;     that    liis    time   and    attention    were    fi)r    ^ievtMaI 

months  previously  devoted  to  the  briii^in;^  about  this  rei^ult ; 

and  tliat  he  called  on  Dr.  Jaeksjon  that  day  to  obtain  infnr- 

matioa  by  which  lie  could  obviate  certain  difficulties  which 

he  €ncountei*ed  in  Ijis  experiments,  and   that  he  disguised  hid 

knowledj[^e   and   purpose   from   Dr.  Jackson,  lest   he   should 

penetrate   hm  secret   and  anticipate  his  discovery.     And  as 

to  that  interview,  of  tlie  two  witnesses  present,  one,  James 

M*  In  lyre,  gives  an  account  of  the  conversation,  ngreeiui^  in 

all  matters  of  substance   with   tlie    account  of  Dr.  Morton, 

except  only  that,  according  to  him,  Dr.   Jackson,  and  not 

Dr*  Morton^  first  spoke  of  the  use  of  ether. 

[i         George  O-  Barnes  said  that  Dr,  Jacki?Mn,  after  directing 

Df,  Morton  how  to  give  tlie  ether,  said  *'  that  the  [latieuts,  after 

breathing  a  dozen   breaths ^  would   fall    back   insensible,  and 

I      you  can  do  with  them  as  you  please  wiihoul  their  knowing 

Btfny  thit^ff  about  it,  or  fetling  any  pain;   so  that  you  can 

Hbtkc  out  their  teeth  at  your  leisure.**     This  suggestion  as  to 

^injscyisifHlitt/  to  pain  had  become,  as  was  no  doubt  supposed, 

the  very  point  in  issue.     It  was  a  most  striking  remark,  and, 

Htf  in  truth  it  w^as  made,  was  most  likely  to  impress  both  the 

^voutig  men  present.     Both  state  the  conversation  in  its  ini- 

^^ediaie  context ;  so  that  the  statement  of  this  iui|>ression  by 

one,  and  its  omission  by  the  otlier,  amounts  to  a  dij'crepancy 

^■rhich  greatly  weakens  the  furce  of  the  affirmative  atatenients. 

We  have   already  shown   a  still    more    striking   discrepancy 
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between  these  witnesses  in  the  question  attributed  by  Barnes 
to  Morton  —  "  Is  it  a  gas  ?  "  —  after  Mr.  Morton  had  been  told 
to  get  it  at  an  apothecary's,  and  spatter  it  on  a  handkerchief; 
and  we  are  well  satisfied,  in  this  particular  as  in  that,  it  is 
more  safe  to  rely  on  the  evidence  of  M'Intyre. 

The  evidence,  then,  amounts  to  this :  Dr.  Morton  came 
into  Dr.  Jackson's  office,  having  in  his  hand  a  gas-bag,  with 
which  he  proposed  to  operate  on  the  imagination  of  a  re- 
fractory patient  by  administering  to  her  atmospheric  air. 
Dr.  Jackson  ridiculed  the  idea.  Nitrous  oxide  was  spoken 
of;  Dr.  Jackson  objected  to  that,  saying  to  Morton,  that,  if 
he  attempted  to  make  it,  it  would  become  nitric  oxide.  He 
then  suggested  sulphuric  ether,  and  said  it  would  make  the 
patient  insensible,  and  Morton  could  do  what  he  pleased 
with  her.  This  conversation,  it  will  be  noted,  all  took  place 
about  a  refractory  patient ;  the  object  considered  was  the 
mode  of  bringing  a  nervous  patient  to  a  condition  in  which 
she  could  be  operated  upon,  not  in  which  she  would  feel  no 
pain  from  the  operation,  —  Mr.  M*Intyre  says  not  one  word 
about  pain  or  its  absence  in  the  operation,  —  but  that  the 
operator  could  do  wliat  he  pleased  with  the  patient  under  the 
influence  of  sulphuric  ether.  If  this  conclusion  be  correct, 
the  information  given  by  Dr.  Jackson  to  Dr.  Morton  was  no 
more  tlian  the  current  knowledge  of  the  age,  —  no  more  than 
he  would  have  been  told  by  any  scientific  man,  or  than  he 
would  have  read  in  books  which  treat  of  chemistry  and 
medicine :  and,  if  it  differed  in  any  thing  from  the  general 
opinion  of  scientific  men,  it  was  in  a  stronger  than  ordinary 
assurance  that  the  vapor  was  not  injurious  to  health.  At 
the  same  time,  it  is  very  clear  to  your  Committee  that  Dr. 
Morton  relied  more  implicitly  on  information  which  he 
obtained  from  Dr.  Jackson  than  from  any  other  source, 
and    that  the   information  was   given  with   the   unhesitating 
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coDfidence   arising   from  a  conaciousness   of  high    scientific 
iittfttnments. 

This  view  of  the  subject  awanla  to  Dr*  Jackson  the  merit 
of  ijjeatly  aiding,  by  his  mlvice  and  in^tructione,  in  the 
diiCDvcry.  He  did  not  himself  produce  the  result,  which 
was  new;  or,  by  his  information ^  carry  knowledge  in  that 
direction  beyond  the  point  it  had  already  readied.  He  was 
a  Mfe  and  reliable  ijuide  to  its  then  utmost  limit  in  that 
direction,  ^ — the  Caipe  and  Abyla  of  scientific  research, — 
but  left  the  sea  beyond  to  be  explored  by  others.  Nor  is  the 
mult  changed  as  to  the  merit  of  the  discovery,  if  we  take  the 
twtiaionv  of  Barnes  instead  of  il^lntvre,  as  to  what  occurred 
at  tliig  conversation.  On  that  hypothesis  Dr,  Jackson  su^^- 
gestcd  to  Dr.  Morton,  that  his  patient*  under  the  influence 
rfllie  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether,  would  be  insensible  to  pain 
during  his  dental  operations ;  but  this  was  no  new  idea 
to  Dr,  Morton :  he  had  thoug^ht  and  spoken  of  it  long 
before*  He  had  for  months  given  himself  np  to  its  con- 
Memtion,  and  he  had  tjdkcd  of  it  to  a  host  of  witnesses 
referred  to  above  ;  some  directly,  some  in  ambiguous  phrase  j 
but  so,  as  now,  wlien  the  facts  and  their  connection  and 
dependence  are  known,  to  leave  no  doulit  of  the  tjhject  of 
hi*  study  and  pursuit.  Then  if,  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1846»  Dr.  Jackson  told  him  that  the  vapor  of  sulplmric  ether 
would  render  his  patients  insensible  to  pain,  he  gave  him  no 
new  information  ;  for  he  was  armed  with  no  fact  to  show  it. 
He  gave  a  speculation  of  his  own,  an  inference  he  had  drawn 
from  his  scientific  knowledge  ;  but  the  idea  was  already  in 
tbe  mind  of  Dr.  Morton  :  he  had  speculated  on  the  same 
subject,  and  in  the  same  directiun.  He  had  drawn  the  same 
inference  from  the  same  general  knowledge,  and  he  had  tried 
*»n  experiment  on  his  own  person,  with  a  view  of  testing  its 
t^rrectness.     It  is  the  case  of  one  man  in  the  pursuit  of  a  dis- 
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CO  very  I  who  has  his  mind  fixed  upon  the  object,  and  the  mode 
of  effecting  i£  determined  on,  w^o  consults  with  another  who 
confirms  Rnd  supports  his  previously  entertained  opinions. 

Nor  h  it,  in  our  opinion,  at  all  material  whether  Dr, 
Jackson  had  or  had  not  been  long  before  impressed  with 
tlie  conviction  that  this  great  object  couhl  be  effected  by  the 
same  agent,  and  in  the  same  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
brought  about.  If  he  made  the  discovery,  he  did  not  give 
it  to  the  world.  The  case  would  have  l>een  diflTcrent  if 
he  had  comniunicatc<l  ttie  idea  to  Dr,  Morton  prior  to  his 
researches  in  the  summer  of  184<i.  But  this  is  nowhere 
claimed  by  Dr.  Jackson  or  averred  by  any  of  his  witnesses. 

It  is,  however,  contended  by  Dr.  Jackson,  that,  in  the 
administration  of  ether  to  his  patient  on  the  30th  September, 
and  in  the  subsequent  exhibition  of  it  in  the  Hospital,  Dr, 
ilorton  acted  as  his  agent  merely  ;  that  he  was,  in  fact,  the 
experimenter  as  well  as  the  discoverer,  and  the  merit  of  suc- 
cess or  the  responsibility  of  failure  rested  on  him.  This 
position  your  Committee  will  now  proceed  to  examine. 

This  claim  is  not  supported  by  the  evidence  which  has 
been  thus  far  considered  ;  indeed,  it  bears  strongly  against 
it,  and  your  Committee  can  find  no  contemporary  uiatter  i 
touching  this  point,  except  a  statement  of  George  O.  BarneStH 
not  yet  commented  upiin.  The  witness,  after  stating  Dr. 
Jackson'a  efforts  to  overcome  the  scruplees  of  Morton,  says: 
"  Indeed,  Dr.  Jackson  urged  tfie  matter  very  earnestly  and 
with  perfect  confidence,  taking  on  himself  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility." Now,  if  this  be  a  deduction,  an  inference 
from  the  convcrsatinn  stated,  it  is  of  no  vnkie  whatcveri 
except  to  show  a  certain  earnestness  in  the  witness.  If  it 
be  but  a  further  declaration,  it  is  unsupported  by  the  testi- 
mony of  M'Intyre;  and,  in  a  third  important  particular, 
differs   from  and   goes   beyond   him.     But  the  well-attested 
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(Njuduct  of  the  pnrtiea  thernselves,  at  the  time  of  the  trans- 
actiim  b  which  this  agency  is  claimed  to  have  been  con- 
fmcd  and  uccopred,  what  is  termed  by  lawyers  the  res 
^^sim^  ^how^  more  clearly  than  ^v^ry  thing  else  the  true 
relation  which  thev  then  bore  to  each  other,  and  each  of 
tlicm  to  the  subject-matter  in  controversy. 

Dr.  Jackson  claims  tliat  he  hud  long  had  in  his  mind  a 
conviction  that  tlie  vapor  of  sulptiiiric  ether  could  be  inlialed 
without  danger  or  injury  to  the  patient,  and  that,  under  its 
influence,  surgical  operations  could  be  performed  without 
|«»in.  All  admit  him  to  be  a  man  of  science,  fully  aware  of 
Ae  mighty  value  of  such  a  dii^covery,  and  not  at  all  indif- 
ferent to  his  own  reputation  in  the  scientific  world.  In  this 
■tate  of  things^  we  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  he  could 
liavc  remained  inactive  for  years,  waiting  till  chance  should 

I|Wnd  him  some  one  to  bring  out  his  great  discovery,  instead 
pf  proceeding  himself  by  direct  experiment.  It  is  not  at  all 
piiputed,  that  Dr.  Morton  went  to  Dr.  Jackson's  shop  that 
Bay  uninvited ;  that  hu  wants,  and  not  Dr,  Jackson's  wishes 
pn<]  [lurposes,  led  to  tlie  conversation  ;  that  there  was  nnthing 
W  an  cspcciiilly  confidential  nature  between  them  :  and  that 
that  Dr*  Jackson  said  to  him,  he  said  in  the  ususd  manner 
^  public  conversation,  and  not  like  a  man  who  was  engaging 
Hluother  to  bring  out  a  most  important  discovery  to  the  world. 
^"    But,  take   Dr.  Morton  to  be  just  wliat  Dr.  Jackson  and 

t*  two  witnesses  represent  him  to  have  been  at  the  time 
'  timt  converaationi  was  he  the  man  whom  Dr.  Jackson 
<>uld  have  trustetl  to  represent  him  in  a  matter  so  deeply 
ivolving  his  character  and  his  fame?  Sav  it  is  Jackson's 
*covery,  the  experiment  is  his,  Ae  is  responsible  tor  the 
^u«e(jucoces.  If  it  succeed,  he  has  made  the  noblest  con* 
""Jliuiioii  to  surgical  science  which  the  century  has  witnessed ; 
^itfiUf  tbe  oonscquences  might  be  most  disastrous.     Whom 
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ilues    he  select  to  carry  out  tliiss,   the  most  important  con 
ception  of  ]m   life  or  of  tlie  a*2^e?     Let  hU  two  witnessed 
answer. 

According  to  them,  Ji  mtin  profounilly  ignorant  of  the  , 
powerful  medicinal  agent  which  he  was  directed  to  employ»B 
one  who  did  not  know  what  kind  of  "»tutf*'  sulpliuric  etlier 
was,  and  who  wislied  to  see  it  in  order  ihits  to  test  ita 
qualities,  is  selected  by  one  of  the  first  scientific  men  of  the 
age  to  conduct  a  delicate  and  dangerous  experiment  with  this 
same  sulphuric  ether,  on  the  success  of  which  even  more 
tlmu  rejmtutJon  depended.  If  Dr.  Jackson  liad  dwelt  upon 
the  syhject,  conceived  the  discovery  in  his  own  mind,  con- 
sidered it  with  a  view  of  making  it  known  to  the  world  and 
useful  to  mankind,  he  knew  that  mut-h  dependeil  on  the  first 
public  exhibition  ;  and  he  also  knew  that  it  required  science, 
prudence,  and  skill  to  render  the  experiment  successful,  nnd 
prevent  its  becoming  disastrous.  Sulphuric  ether  would 
produce  insensibility  to  ]>ain  ;  too  lillle  of  it  would  make 
the  experiment  ineflectuiil,  and  bring  tlie  operutor  and  his 
nostrum  into  ridicule;  too  much,  or  the  proper  quantity 
itiiskii/itilif  admhtistered^  would  produce  asphyxia,  |irobably 
dcatli.  Under  these  circumstances,  how  can  your  Commit- 
tee believe  that  Dr*  Jackson  would  have  trusted  such  a  man, 
as  his  witnesses  represent  Dr.  Morton  to  he,  with  his  first 
experiment  upon  his  great  discovery  ?  Would  it  not  have 
been  inexcusable  in  him  to  have  done  so?  Would  it  not 
have  shown  a  recklessness  of  his  own  fame  and  the  lives  of 
his  fellow-men  ? 

Such  a  conclusion,  your  Committee  are  satisfied,  cannot 
be  imputed  to  him  with  justice.  Hud  Dr,  Jackson  made  the 
discovery  and  felt  that  it  was  his,  could  he  have  failed  to  be 
at  <mce  aware  of  ]u  vast  importance,  and  the  w^orld-wide 
reputation   it  would  give   him?     Would  he  have  trusted  it 
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for  a  moment  in  the  hantlf*  uf  n  mtin  less  skilful  and  scientific 

than   litfUiielf  ?  —  intleeil,   Wi>uld   he   have   intrusted   it   with 

nny  one?     But  woirhl  he  not  hsive  hinij^elf  seen  tlmt  it  was 

administered  in  a  proper  manner,  and   under  proper  condi- 

Itionfl  to  make  it  safe  and  effectual?     Would  he  not  have 

ftood  hy,  and  watched  the  sinking  pulse  of  his  first  subject, 

I  mi]  inj^ensihility  was   complete,   and   hnve   been   careful  to 

witlulniw  it  when  he  saw  it  was  likely  to  endanger  life,  and 

thus  done  all  that  science  and  skill  could  dt*  to  avoid  a  failure 

or  a  catastrophe  ?     But  there  wns  nothing  of  this.      Having 

given  the  information  which  he  did  give  in  the  conversation 

with  Dr.  M'^rton,  he  turned  neither  to  the  right  nor  left,  nor 

troubled  himself  further  on  the  subject,  until  he  was  advi.*ed 

"Dr,  Morton  tln.t  the  experiment  had  been  euccessfuL     He 

presses  no  surprise,  no  emotion  :    it  is  an  incident  of  the 

flav,  —  an  occurrence.    Accordini^  to  the  testimonv  of  Barnes, 

he  advise?  Dr.   Morion  to  try  it  in  some  capital  o[jcration 

in  the  Hospital  ;  does  not  say  he  will  try  it  luuiself,  wdiich 

he  might  or  ought  to  have  done,  if   Morton   had   been  his 

ent.       He   does   not   propose   to   get   pennist^iou    for   Dr. 

forton  so  to   try  it ;    though  lie  well  knew  the  application 

himself,  or  in    his  name,  would  ensure   the  peruiission. 

fe  advises  Dr.  Morton   to  get  permission,  and  try  it  in   the 

loqiitnl,  and  does  not  propose  to  be  present,  ami  in  fact 

Dt  present,  when  the  trial  is  made,  though  the  Hospital 

but   five  minutes'  wjilk  from  his  door.      That  operation 

WHS  successful ly  performed,  and  another  was  noticed  to  tnke 

lace  the  next  day,  about  which  Dr.  Jackson   gave   himself 

concern,  and   at  vvliich  he  was   not  present.     The  Gun- 

littee   feel   that   hU  conduct   during   this    time    was   wholly 

iiconsistent  with  the  fact,  that  he  recognized  the  discovery 

his  own,  and  that  these  were  his  experiments. 

It  is  urged  as  a  reason  for  his  absence  at  the  first  opera- 
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does  be  select  to  cam-  out  this,  the  most  iniportani  con- 
ca|»tion  of  his  life  or  of  the  age?  Let  his  two  witne^sea 
ADSwer* 

According   to    theuit  a  roan   profountllv  ignorant   of  ilie 
powerful  meiUcinal  agent  which  lie  was  JirecteJ  to  emplov, 
one  who  did  not  know  what  kind  of  ''stuff**  sulphuric  ether 
was,  and  who  wished   to  see  it  in  order  thus  to  te^^t  its 
qualities,  is  selected  by  one  of  tlie  first  scientific  uien  of  tbe 
age  to  conduct  a  delit^te  and  dangerous  experiment  witJi  ihiM 
same   sulphuric  ether,  on  the  success  of   which  even  mott 
than  reputation  depended.     If  Dr.  Jackson  hud  dwelt  ufjoo 
the  subject,  conceiTed  tbe  disco%*erT  in  his  own  mind,  coH' 
sidered  it  with  a  %  iew  of  making  it  known  to  the  world  nnd 
useful  to  mankind,  he  knew  that  much  de[iendeil  on  the  first 
public  exhibition ;  and  be  also  knew  that  it  required  seienec, 
prudence,  and  skill  to  render  tlie  experiiuent  successful  ^  and 
prevent    its   becoming   disastrous.      Sulphuric   ether  would 
produce  insensibility  to   |)ain  ;    too  Uuh  of  it  would   make 
the  experiment  ineflectual,  and  bring  the  ojierator  and  his 
nostrum   into  ridicule;    too  niMeA,  or  the  proper  quantil 
^n^kilfnUy  odmiHisiered^  would  produoe  asphyxia,  prulaably 
death.     Under  these  circumstances,  how  can  your  Comoiit- 
tee  believe  tliat  Dr.  Jackson  would  have  trusted  such  a  man, 
as  his  witnesses   represent  Dr.  Morton  to  be,  with  his  first 
experiment  upon  his  great  discovery?     Would  it  not  have 
been  inexcusable  in  him  to  have  done  so  ?     Would  it 
have  shown  a  recklessnesis  of  his  own  fame  and  the  lives 
his  fellow-men? 

Such  a  conclusion,  your  Committee  are  satisfied, 
be  imputed  to  htm  with  justice.  Had  Dr*  Jacksmi  made  the 
dieooveij  and  felt  that  it  was  his,  could  be  bare  fiuled  to  be 
wk  once  aware  of  its  vast  importance^  and  tbe  w«irld^v! 
reputation  it  woidd  give  him?     Would  be  have  tmeted 
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tion  in  tlie  Hospital,  tlmt  Dr*  Morton  did  not  inform  him  at 
wlmt  time  it  was  to  take  place-     As  to  this^   there  is  no 
proof  lliat   he  did  or  did  not  inform   him  ;    but  surelv  bad 
Dr,  Jackson  ieh  the  solicitude  which  tlie   discoverer  would 
naturally  feel,  lie  would  have  informed  himself,  and  his  dnilr 
associations  naturally  led  hun   to  the  knowledge.     On  the 
other   hand,   after    the   euccessfnl   operation   of  the   30th  of 
September,  and  after  Dr.  jVIorton  had  seen  his  patient  and 
-aseertuined  that  he  had  sutfered  no  injury  from  the  ether*  — 
elated  with  \m  success,  he  consulted  Dr.  Hay  den  as  to  tlic 
niude  of  bringin*,^  out  the  discovery,  and  suggested  at  onte 
that   he  would  introduce    it   into  the  Hos[>ital.      A  few  days 
afterwai*d!i,  he  told  Dr.  Hay  den  that  Dr.  Jackson  would  a<>t 
countenance  the  discovery,  and  again  said  he  would  go  to 
Dr,  Warren    and  endeavor  to  have  it  introduced  into  tl»c 
Hospital.     The  fact  that  Dr.  Jackson  refused  to  give  Dr. 
Morton  a  cerlificate  that  ether  was  harmless  in  its  effects,  or 
might  be  used  with  safety,  is  adinitted  by  Dr.  Jackson  in  bii 
defence  by  the  Jlessrs.  Lord  ;  but  they  say  it  proves  nothinj 
but  Dr.  Jackson's  **  unwillingness  to  figure  in  Dr.  Morton*! 
advertisements,   and  his  prudence    tn    reyu^shtg  to    mahk 
himself  reiqion&ible  for  any  thing  and  et»ery  thing  Mon 
tOHf  in  his  ignorance^  might  do^  with  an  agent  liable  ti 
(he  most  dangerous  abuse*** 

This,  if  It  stood  alone,  might  be  satisfactory  ;  hut  one 
the  witnesses,  Geo.  O.  Barnes,  says,  that,  on  the  30th  of  Sepi 
tember,  Dr.  Jackson  employed  Dr.  Morton  to  use  this  ver 
agent.  He  assured  him  it  would  ^  not  do  the  least  injury ^ 
He  '*  urged  the  matter  very  earnestly,  expressly  taking  a\ 
himself  all  the  responsibility  ;  *'  and  it  w*as  on  the  Ist  o 
October,  the  morning  after  the  successful  experiment,  thi 
Dr.  Jackson  refused  to  give  a  certificate  *^that  ether  wi 
harmless  in  its  effects,"  and  yet,  on  this  same  day,  tlie  wit 
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nme^  says,  on  beinfj  advised  by  Dr,  Morton  of  the 

«e8«  of  the  operatton.  Dr.  Jackaon  said  to  him:  "You 

mi»t  go  to  Dr.  Warren,  and  get  h\ti  permission  to  adinin- 

l liter  it  in  the  Masr^achusetts  General  Hospital,  and,  if  pussi- 

|iWe,  it  should  be  on  a  capital  operation.*'     And  he  goes  on 

jto8ay  that  Morton  strongly  objected   at  fir»t  to  going  to  the 

^Hosjiitid  ;   tliat  everybody  would  smell  the  ether,  and  it  would 

not  he  kept  seeret  i   but  that,  after  learning  something  to  dia- 

pji«e  tlie  odor,  he  agreed  to  npjjly  to  the  Hospital. 

Wc  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  Dr.  Morton, 

.the  very   evening  after  the  8ueces$ful    operation,  suggested 

Iti)  Dr.  Hayden  that  he  woidd  go   to   the   Hospital    and   get 

ml^gion  to  try  the  ether  there ;  that  he  went  next  morn- 

liog  to  Dr.  Jackson,  and  returned,  saying  Dr.  Jackson  would 

[liotgive  his  countenance  to  the  discovery  ;  and  it  is  admitted 

iiat  Dr.  Jackson   refused  him  the  certificate  he  wislied  for, 

ml  one  of  the  reasons  given  is  that  he  did  not  think  bim   fit 

I  be  trusted-     Is  it,  then,  probable  that  he  urged  him  to  go 

hIio  IIo»pttnl,  and  there  bring  out  his  (Dr.  Jackson's)  great 

DiBcmTry?     But  James  M^Intyre  was  also  present  on  the 

|l»t  of  October,  when  Dr.  Morton  returned  and  advised  Dr. 

^^Kskioti  of  the  entire  success  of  the  experiment ;    and  he 

Hyi  not  n  word  of  Dr.  Jackson's  proposing  to  Dr.  Morton 

►  trj^  an   experiment  in  the  Hospital,      Your  Committee  has 

Jimdy  remarktHl  on  several  other  points  of  dilference  in  the 

Etimony  of  these  two  witnesses ;  and  in  each  case,  as  in 

bi»,  ihcy  felt  thetneelve.*^   coni^traincd  by  the  testimony   of 

<>tW  witnesses,  and  by  the  inherent  character  of  the  evi- 

dice,  to  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  M*Intyre  rather  than  of 

^i.  Barnes,  where  these  discrepancies  occur. 

Another  difficulty  in  sustaining  the  position  assumed  by 

JacL«»on  forcibly  impresses   iteelf  upon  your  Committee. 

**»nliiig  to  thi^  on  the  30th  of  September,  Dr.  Jnckson 
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entrusted  Dr.  Morton  with  his  discovery,  and  not  only  snJ 
fered  him,  but  "earnestly  urged"  liiin,  to  use  it,  iisswrinj 
him  it  was  perfectly  safe  ;  Dr.  Morton  tried  it  on  the  sum 
evening ;  his  success  wns  complete  ;  he  brought  to  Dr,  Jiicfc 
sou  the  next  tnorning  ennclusive  evidence  of  all  this,  ad 
Dr.  Jackson  refused  liiin  a  certificate  bscjuise  he  would  nd 
"  make  himself  responsible  for  iiny  thing  and  every  thinj 
Morton  in  his  ignorance  might  do  with  an  agent  liable  to 
the  most  dangerous  abuiie/'  While  nothing  \s  shown  to 
shake  Dr.  Jackson's  confidence  in  Dj%  Morton  since  the  pre- 
vious day,  or  at  all  to  change  his  opinion  of  him  except  th 
triumpbant  socccsis  of  the  operjition  which  he  reported  anJ 
proved.  On  tire  l(>th  of  October,  the  first  operation  wal 
j>erformed  in  the  H<jspital»  at  which,  as  we  have  alrcadj 
shown,  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  attend,  and  at  which  his  niWiiil 
was  not  known.  The  second  o[veration  at  the  Hospital  tool 
place  on  the  ITtli,  Dr*  Jueksun  taking  no  part  in  it  by  liii 
presence  or  his  counsel.  Both  operations  were  entirely  6U^ 
cessful,  and  b(Hh  eomlueted  ou  the  part  of  Dr,  Morton  t« 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital-  Bill 
at  this  time  Dr.  Jackson's  confidence  in  Dr.  Morton,  if  M 
ever  did  confide  in  him,  is  wholly  gone.  He  denies,  It 
the  conversation  with  liis  neighbor  and  friend,  Caleb  Eddjj 
that  under  the  influence  of  ether  the  flesh  of  a  patient  c^n  b( 
cut  without  pain  ;  says  Morton  "  is  a  recklo?<s  man  for  usin) 
it  as  he  has ;  the  chance  is  be  will  kill  somebody  yet  ;  "  nnJi 
in  the  interval  between  the  30th  of  September  and  aboii 
the  23d  of  October,  he  declared  that  he  did  not  care  wlii 
Morton  did  with  it  or  how  much  Morton  adveitisod,  if  hi 
own  name  was  not  drawn  in  with  it. 

It  would  seem,  that,  as  Dr.  Morton  acquired  eclat  by  h* 
constant  aucceas,  as  he  continually  and  rapidly  rose  in  tl 
estimation  of  other  scientific   men,  he  as  continually  and 
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llpidlj  sunk  io  the  estimation  of  Di\  Juckson,  The  evi- 
of  Francis  Wliitman  and  Mr.  Caleb  EJ<ly  shows,  tlmt, 
prior  and  up  to  the  23d  October^  l)r,  Jackson  spoke  doiibt- 
m;j;Jv  of  the  effect  of  ether,  and  cundemned  iti*  use  ;  and 
there  is  no  proof  whatever,  that  within  that  time  he  lent 
tiie  slightest  countenance  tu  Dr.  Murtuu  to  sustain  the  dis- 
covery ;  and  all  his  remarks,  exeejit  those  i*tated  by  Dr.  T.  E. 
Hitchcock  to  have  been  luade  to  him  on  the  2i\  and  3d  of 
October,  tend  to  create  distrust  and  destroy  confidence  both 
io  tlie  operator  and  the  agent  nseil.  His  favorable  mention 
uf  it  to  Dr.  Keep  occurred  a/fer  I  he  26  th  of  October,  tlie 
*crmd  date  not  fixed,  and  was  accompanied  with  a  strong 
1,'eaeral  charge  of  rgnorance  Jtnd  recklesstness  against  Jlor- 
ton^  who  was  then  in  the  fiill  tide  of  successful  experiment* 
lliis  gtatc  of  facts  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Cmnmittee, 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  asi?umptinu  that  lh\  Jackson 
waa  the  di.scoverer ;  that  he  had  eirployed  Dr,  Morton  to 
bring  out  the  discovery,  and  that  the  experiments  of  ilorton 
were  tried  on  the  responsibility  of  Dr.  Jackson. 

Oa  the  oUtli  of  September,  tlui  first  i^ucces.si'u!  operation 
t'»ok  place.  On  the  first  of  October,  Dr.  Morton  aji[»hed  to 
B*  H.  Eddy,  agent  for  patents,  to  aid  lum  in  procuring  a 
(wtent  for  the  discovery,  Mr.  Eddy  took  the  case  into  con- 
sideration, and  did  not  see  Dr.  Morton  agsiin  until  the  21  sit. 
h  the  mean  time  Dr.  Morton's  experiments  liml  been  attended 
with  the  most  flattering  success.  Two  operations  liad  been 
performed  in  the  Hospital  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
fucuUy,  and  the  discovery  had  acquired  a  footing  in  the 
tikcdical  world;  and  prior  to  the  21st,  but  the  jjrecise  day  is 
fiul  stated,  Dr.  Jackson  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Eddy, 
^u  mfonncd  of  the  application  of  Dr.  Morton  for  a  patent, 
J^nd  churned  that  he  had  sonic  connection  with  Dr.  Morton 
iu  making  the  discovery.     He  called  on  Dr.  ilorton  on  the 


304 


ETHER    DISCOVERY. 


23d  ;  and  it  was  then  arranged  that  Dr.  Jackson  was  to  havl 
|500  ft>r  the  information  lie  liad  given  Dr.  Morton,  if  ten 
per  cent  on  the  proceeds  of  the  patent  would  produce  iW 
anxouiu.  I 

This  arrangement  between  i!ie  parties,  settled  bj  and 
between  themselves  in  a  private  conference,  proved  by  theil 
subsequent  conversation  witli  Mr,  Eddy^  and  not  now  deaiedf 
sli(>w8  conchi^ivelj  the  view  that  each  had  of  hrs  respectivfl 
participation  in  the  discovery.  It  waj*  between  them  botk 
distinctly  a  business-transaction,  —  an  aflfair  of  dollars  anw 
cents,  and  as  clearly  Dr.  Jackson  called  and  introduced  tW 
conversation, — not  to  assert  his  rights  to  the  discovery,— 
not  to  inquire  as  to  its  success,  for  of  this  public  report  hm 
advised  him,  —  not  to  give  any  advice  or  caution  as  to  ifi 
further  use,  but  to  claim  a  compensation  in  money  for  tbi 
advice  and  information  he  liud  giv^en  to  Morton  on  the  SOttj 
of  September ;  and  $500,  if  ten  per  cent  on  the  proceedi 
of  the  patent  would  produce  it,  was  agreed  upon  as  thj 
sum  to  be  paid  for  that  information*  Tliis  conversation  aiK 
agreeuicnt  is  entirely  consistent  with  the  view  we  liave  thiti 
far  taken  of  the  case  ;  but  it  is  wholly  inexplicable  on  llK 
ground  assumed  by  Dr.  Jackson*  But  the  rcpresentatiaal 
and  advice  of  Mr,  Eddy,  tlie  common  friend  of  the  parties 
mcKlificd  tlieir  arrangement*  He  represented  to  Dr.  Morttifli 
that  Dr.  Jackson,  from  having  given  him  the  informatiol 
and  advice  spoken  of  on  the  30th  of  September,  was  ctt 
titled  to  participate  in  the  patent  as  a  joint  discoverer;  thil 
if  he  were  not  joined  in  the  patent,  tlie  fact  of  his  givin 
thai  information  would  be  used  to  impeach  the  patent ;  niH 
that,  if  Dr.  Jackson  were  joined  as  a  patentee,  his  naui* 
and  his  advice  and  assistimce  would  be  useful  in  bringing  od 
the  discovery  and  giving  it  celebrity.  With  these  arguments 
Dr.  Morton   was  satislied,  and  consented  tlmt  Dr.  Jack^ 
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ihouid  be  named  aa  a  joint  discoverer  in  the  piitent.  Mr, 
EdJv  also  advised  with  Dr.  Jackson,  who  infurnied  him, 
thut,  '*  by  the  lavv^  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
he  would  be  prevented  from  juining  with  Dr,  Morton  in 
taking  out  a  patent,  as  he  would  be  expelled  from  the  as8o- 
cmtiou  if  he  did  so.  He  further  stated,  that  he  intended  to 
make  a  professional  charire  of  $500  for  the  advice  he  had 
given  him,  and  that  Di\  Morton  liud  acceded  to  this  ;  that 
he  did  not  wish  hia  name  coupled  with  Dr.  Mi»rton  in  any 
manner ;  that  Dr.  Morton  might  take  out  a  patent  if  he  de- 
fiiretl  to  do  so,  and  do  what  he  pleased  with  it."  At  a  subse- 
quent interview  prior  to  the  27t]i  of  October,  Mr*  Eddy 
UfgeJ  Dr.  Jackson  to  waive  liis  objections  to  associating  with 
Dr.  Morton,  as  **  I  was  confident  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
hia  views   as   to   what  would    be   the    action   of  the  oiedical 

rwdntion  ;  that  Dr.  Morton  could  not  properly  take  out 
patent  without  him  ;  and  that»  by  jojuiu;j:  iu  the  patent,  iie 
woald  of  a  certainty  be  obtaining  credit  as  a  discoverer ; 
H'hereas,  should  he  not  do  so,  he  might  lose  all  credit,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  magnetic  telegraph*  which  I  understood  from 
^.  Jackson  lie  had  suggesteil  to  Professor  i\Iorse.**  The 
^ectiun  as  to  the  Meelical  Society  was  removed  on  consul- 
tition  witli  Dr*  Gould.  Dr.  Jackson  consented  to  join  in 
the  patent,  and  it  was   agreed   that  he  should  have  ten   per 

rat  of  the  proceeds  for  his  interest  in  it. 
Your  Conmjtttee  do  not  feel,  that  on  this  question  of  fiict 
the  parties  ought  to  be  bound  by  the  legal  conclusions  of 
ibeir  common  friend,  Mr.  Eddy,  or  by  the  papers  which 
lliey  executed  in  pursuance  of  his  legal  advice.  But  they  do 
cun«sider  the  communiealious  made  by  them  at  tlie  time  to 
Mr.  Eddy  ;  the  mutual  agreement  of  the  parties  between 
fenaelves,  ad  touching  the  discovery  and  the  facta  admitted 
^  tliein  on  the  consultation,  as  matter  of  the  utmost  impor- 
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tance  and  significance.  A  voluntary  agreement  took  placfll 
between  tlie  parties  on  that  tlay,  of  wliieh  both  mmi  hav« 
unclerstoad  tlie  full  force  and  effect,  and  to  which  neithei!' 
seems  to  have  been,  or  probably  could  have  been,  impelled 
by  advice  or  counseL  It  was  that  the  whole  right  to  ni 
the  discovery  under  the  patent  should  be  and  w^as  assi^n(4 
to  Dr.  Morton »  he  paying  to  Dr.  Jackson  ten  per  cent  an  nl! 
eales  for  licenfies. 

Your  Committee  cannot  here  fail  to  remember  the  un- 
qualified terms  of  contempt  and  reprobation  in  which  Dr, 
Jackson  liad  during  the  preceding  part  of  that  month,  dowi 
almost  to  the  very  date  of  this  arrangement,  sjioken  of  Dfi 
Morton  sMid  his  sdleged  ignorance  and  reek  1  ess n ess  in  the  ui 
of  this  agent.  They  cannot  conceive  it  possible,  that,  if  k 
felt  himself  to  be  the  true  discoverer,  be  would,  by  solem 
contract,  relintpiit^h  all  power  over  bis  discovery,  and  |»laofl 
it  solely  in  the  hands  of  a  man  tif  whon^  he  thought 
illy,  Dr*  Jackson  indignantly  rc|*els  the  idea  that  it  wal 
done  for  the  jmrposc  of  gain  ;  and  we  think  it  conld  not  h 
tlie  case,  as  the  pittance  reserved  to  him,  if  he  conceived 
himsielf  the  discoverer^  was  despicably  snndl.  And  liow 
could  he  hope  to  acquire  fumej  by  abandoning  the  moal 
important  discovery  of  the  age  ;  one  which,  if  it  were  Ui 
and  if  under  the  auspices  of  his  reputation,  with  his  si 
and  science,  it  were  pros^ented  to  the  world,  could  not  fa] 
to  place  him  on  the  Idgiicst  scientific  and  profes^jional  ciiii 
ncnce?  How  could  he  hope  to  acquire  fame^  by  thi 
surrendering  all  control  over  this  discovery,  and  placiii 
it  in  the  hands  of  such  a  man  as  he  had  represented, 
still  re|»rescnts.  Dr.  Morton  to   be? 

A   careful    examinsuion    of  tlie  above   detailed    act« 

conversations  of  the  ]>urties,  down  to   the   27ib  of  Octobtt 

about  which  it   would  seem  to  your  Committee  there  coull 
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rk  no  doubt,  renders  it  clcnr  almost  to  a  demonstmtion,  that 

neither  Dr.  Jackson  nor  Di\  Morton,  nor  any  of  tho^e  who 

hu]  witnessed  or  aided  in  the  operations »  iiiipposeJ  that  Dr. 

Jtckaon  was  entitled  to  the  merit  of  this  discovery,  or  any 

hrther  merit  than   that  of  having  communieated    important 

'  iofurmation  to  Dr.  Morton  ;  and,  if  we  trace  the  conduct  of 

^Ihe  parties  further,  this  opinion  it*  but  confirmed. 

On   the   7th  of  November,  a  capital  operation  was  per- 

Ifwmed  by  Dr.  Hay  ward  in  the  Hospital ;  the  [>atient  being 

fmider  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether  administered  by  Dr. 

Horton,     Dr.  Warren,  being  informed  by  Dr.  Jackson  that 

suggested  tlie   use    of   sulpluiric  ether  to    Dr*   ilorton, 

nrited  him  to  attend,  and  administer  the  ether.     He  declined 

[fer  two  reasons;   one  was,  that  he  loa^  going  out  of  toton; 

i  the  other,   that    he   coukl   not  do   so   consistently   with    his 

I  wmogements  with  Dr.  Morton  ;  so  the  first  capital  operation 

under  the   influence    of  ether   was    successfully   performed. 

Dr.  Jack$on  not  yet  thinking  fit  to  attetKL     But,  in  a  com- 

'  inumcation    published    in    the    Boston    Daily   xVdvertiser    of 

tlkrcli  l*t,  1847,  he  says:  "I  was  desirous  of  testing  the 

[filler  in   a  capital   operation,  and  Ur*  Warren  politely  con- 

[iented  to  have  the  trial  made  ;  and  its  results  proved  entirely 

fclisfnctory,  an  amputation  having  been  performed  under  the 

iifluence  of  the  ethereal  vapor  wkhuut  giving  any  pain  to  the 

aticnt,"     It  strikes  the  mind  with  some  sin'[»rise  tiiat  Dr. 

pacfcson  should  claim  tliid  operation  as  an  experiment,  made 

by  Lira  at  Iiis  request,  and  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  eflficacy 

the  "*  ethereal   vapor**  in   a   capital  operation;    when  the 

connectiun  which    he    had  with    the    operation  was    to 

line    attending    it    when    specially    invited.     Indeed,    so 

niirely   did   he  omit  to  inform   himself  on   flie  subject    of 

"J^  experiment  —  which  he  declares  to  be  his  —  that,  in  the 

|*We  communication,  he  names  Dr.  Warren  as  the  surgeon 
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who  performed  the  operation,  which  was  in  fact  performed 
by  Dr.  Hayward. 

Another  surgical  operation  was  performed  at  the  Brom- 
field  House  on  the  21st  of  November,  the  ether  agam 
administered  by  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Jackson  was  then  present 
for  the  first  time  on  invitation,  but  merely  as  a  spectator. 
On  the  2d  of  January,  1847,  an  operation  was  performed 
in  the  Hospital,  when  Dr.  Jackson  attended,  and  brought 
with  him  a  bag  of  oxygen  gas  to  relieve  the  patient  from 
asphyxia,  in  case  it  should  supervene.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
occurred,  and  the  gas  was  not  used.  This  is  the  first  and 
only  act  of  Dr.  Jackson's  made  known  to  your  Committee 
which  implied  that  he  had  any  duty  to  perform  in  the 
administration  of  the  ether,  or  that  he  rested  under  any 
responsibility  as  to  its  eflfects. 

The  testimony  of  Don  P.  Wilson  and  J.  E.  Hunt,  who 
were  assistants  in  Dr.  Morton's  shop  for  a  few  months, 
commencing  in  November,  1846,  is  adduced  to  impeach 
the  evidence  of  Leavitt,  Spear,  and  Hayden,  by  their  al- 
leged declarations,  and  the  title  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the 
discovery,  by  his  declarations.  This  is  a  species  of  testi- 
mony against  which  the  books  on  evidence  especially  put  us 
on  our  guard.  It  is  a  sweeping  kind  of  evidence  which 
covers  every  thing ;  and,  if  the  imputed  conversation  be 
private,  or  if  it  be  general  (as*  he  often  said,  or  always 
said),  it  is  often  difficult  to  subject  the  evidence  to  the 
ordinary  tests  of  surrounding  circumstances  and  inherent 
probability,  so  as  to  fix  its  value.  There  is  enough,  how- 
ever, in  these  depositions  to  show  that  they  are  of  but  little 
weight.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  in  the  first  place,  that 
they  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  testimony  of  Whit- 
man, Spear,  Leavitt,  and  Hayden  ;  and  they  contradict  by 
strong   implication   the   testimony  of  Mr.   Metcalf  and  Mr. 
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Wijrhltnan,  the  character  of  all  and  each  of  whom  ia  most 

iti^factorily  vouchecl.     The  testimony  nf  these  two  witnesses 

isnnot  be  true,  unless  tlie  four  first  iibovc   nauied  entered 

a  conspiracj  to   carry  a   point   by  perjury  ;    but,  as  to 

tro»  we  have  examined   their   evidence  —  we  have   tested 

I  by  its  agreement  with  surrounding  circumstances,  and  we 

fsjitisfied  of  its  truth. 

Thig^,  of  itself,  would  be  enough  to  dispose  of  the  tcsti- 

ny  of  Wilson  and  Hunt ;   but  it  is  pruper  to  look  at  the 

ent  character  of  their  evidence. 
Wilson,  in  the  commencement  of  his  deposition,  swears^ 
way  of  recital,  that  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  was  the 
overer  of  the  application  of  ether  to  produce  insensibility 
•  pain  in  surgical  operations  j  and,  among  other  things,  he 
Wpf  "  Morton  first  claimed  the  dlscovenj  to  he  his  own  ** 
February,  1847.  To  say  nothing  of  the  looseness  and 
>ttl  want  of  caution  with  which  the  fact  of  the  discovery 
stated,  —  a  fact  of  which  Mr,  Wilson  certainly  had  no 
owledge  whatever,  —  he  testifies  directly  against  the  re- 
ded fact  in  the  second  particular ;  for  Dr.  Morton  did 
im  the  discovery  us  early  as  September  ^HO,  184(>,  and  his 
kim  was  given  to  the  world  tlie  next  day  in  tlie  public 
prints.  His  claim,  and  his  alone,  was  known  to  the  sur- 
geuns  of  the  Hospital  during  the  month  of  October;  and 
his  public  circulars,  and  the  numerous  nnswers  to  tliem, 
which  he  has  exhibited  to  the  Committee*  show  that  during 
ill  that  time,  and  at  all  times,  he  claimed  the  discovery 
publicly  and  to  the  world  as  his  own.  Tiie  witness  goes  on 
Jo  say :  '^In  the  administration  of  ether,  I  was  guided  by 
solely  relied  upon  the  advice  and  assurances  of  Dr. 
ckaon,  received  through  ilorton.  We  never  dared  to 
How  Morton^ M  own  directions'^  —  and  adds  that,  if  they 
J,  the  consequences  would  probalily  have  been  fatal,  and 
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inm.  s.  uiis:  nnazTsr  isar  sbl  •aimmiiir  nr  JtapssuSiK 
Kiiv^.  »  Ti  He  atrrst  mmi  ■  im  im  11 1  of  I^.  J 
idnrs^  1*  isrs^  v:?9.  3^sr^  irim.  inut  11*  laaie 
Zi*^.  iUirrriiz..  i^t  uer^  nt  ^skbiil  ti  «na«i»K  i^uc  mi 
Ki«!afi^  nn^rriizx^w  mil  rinmiumisciiiL  u*tk  jiiacc- 
'tunc  znuL^  miL  wi  iar<»  m  «*^iusns  ic  "nif  ■ttiij  £ma 

fV|b»3lK    Iff    murniL   -f«**^]n.ri^   -S^BCJUT    iiX^   I^-  jAslLfi:« 

ii«vmifr  2*r-  jCintiLi  nnL  ii  in*   iciudiil  :c  j:^si  C 

yisiscm»\nrj  \t  '^1»m,  ixl  "ziaa  p.uxc  sxi£  dL'^xilv  up 
rf  'ait  'xiftr  :tiihi:»  ]aisc  3iUK*L  3>r.  Siire-'*  <ji^ert  j 
%a*5wit7  x  ii*  *Tja»-nw  2*  ^:  iscrierssr*  Dr.  M^tfton, 

W'ljt^j^^  iusiflT.  (  "  ^^iA*  -•■ri.Vf**'f  M.~  izifXeid  of  " 
w«tf,<4>**^/V7''  ;  •'  *>:*.':  >.  • . :  '  .":_i  -*  i=.  ii=.i::i?:erin^  ih( 
Siui  i»t  ••'i  ji^:L:l-  >  I::: : -rf^iei  »{:1  il.^  l.r::e:,  and  de.' 
Uit  li  'A:  k:L'-Ti^.  tlit  1?^  *-;"!;1£:^5  .f"  e::ivnzaix»n  di 
u{/^/ri  ;*!•  -1:11  ^r.!  pr-ji-e::?^.  He  sij*.  "/if  \ca^  h{\ 
Urn*^  pmu:f.lct  d^ri.^z  »■'•  ff  :"  tr  r>  adinini*Ur  (h*: 
without  anv  adfr^j^ate  privi*:  .n  for  the  admission  of 
lAhizrir  air;  and.  ^rh'mtr-tr  op^iiiiion^  ittrt  ptrfor. 
olh^.r  pf.ri^oaA  in  tht  om^t  and  under  his  supervi 
iXxfi'MU-A  \\\it  ajijflicatiiin  in  the  ;?anie  way,  in  consequ 
which  many  of  the  op<:ratiMii?  were  unsuccessful,  an 
diAfnrrtH  and  Hufh;ring  were  in«luced."  Dr.  Keep  the 
lliuf  Ik;  made  amph;  provision  for  the  admission  of 
pherir:  air,  and  advined  the  assistants  to  do  the  same 
"  hijf,  llii-y,  hein;^  influenced  by  his  (Morton's)  dirccti 
known  wi^liih,  did  not  at  all  times  follow  my  advice 
It  word  irt  Huid  hy  Dr.  Keep  of  any  advice  or  directions 
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form  Dr.  Jackson,  which,  if  it  had  actually  occurretl,  must 

[liflrclieen  known  to  hiiu,  and  would  have  formed  mi  impor- 

un  hcin  in  the  current  incidents  of  the  time.     Tiie  evidence 

■  of  ihe^c  two  witnesses  stands  thus.     They  were  in  the  office 

lof  Dr.  Jlurton,  during  the  siune  "  thirty  days/'  —  Keep,  the 

operior;  Wilson,  tlie  nssiiitant.     Keep  s^aya  Dr.  Morton  was 

\  the  habit  of  administering  the  etljer  in  a  particohir  manner, 

Jul  tliat  he  was  rash  and  recklef^s.      Wilson  &i\ys  he  never 

dministcred   it  at  all,  and   that  lie  w^as  tlmtd  and  slirank 

responsibility.     But  the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital  agree 

iritli  neither  one  nor  the  other,  hut  show  that  he  repeatedly 

i(lmim»tered  it  in  the  Hospital  huusi!J\  tu  their  entire  t^atis- 

faction  and  with  entire  success.      Wilson  says  the  assistants 

b  the  office  would  nut  follow  the  directions  of  Dr*  Morton, 

Mit  relied  upon   such  as  were  hrought  from   Dr.  Jackson, 

Ceep  says  nothing  about  instructions  from  Dr.  Jackson,  but 

tlmt  the  assistants  in  tlic  oftice  were  influenced  by  tlie  dircc- 

pn$  and  known  wishes  of  Dr.  Morton,  so  that  his  salutary 

Sviee  and  remonstrances  were  often  of  no  avail.     Wilson 

nys  Dr.  Morton  explained  to  him,  an  assistant  in  his  office, 

^err  fully  ail  the  particulars  of  the  discovery  and  patent ;   hut 

Dr.  Keep,  his  partner,  he  extended  no  such  confidence. 

re  leave  these  two  depositions  to  be  viewed  in  tlieir  strong 

Ontrftst ;   and  as  to  tlie   testimony  of  Don  P.  Wilson,  con- 

(wdcring  its   inherent   im[!robability,  the  suspiL-ious  nature  of 

he  species  of  testimony  to  which    it   hclougs,  the   manner 

which   it   is   contradicted    directly  and    indirectly  by  the 

tidcnce  of  pr.  Keep ;    and  when  we  further  consider  that 

u  directly  opposed   to  the  evidence  of  Whitman,  Spear, 

€uvitt,  and  Dr*  Hayden,  and   indirectly  to  that  of  Metcalf 

tif!  Wightrnan  ;    and  that  it  is   also  in  direct   conflict  with 

lirnerous  public   printed   cards  and  notices  of  the  day,  — 

^e  feel  that  we  cannot  give  it  the  slightest  weight  or  con- 

ta'leration. 
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Jobn  E.  Hunt  it  subject  to  the 
with  that  of  Don  F,  Wiboa,  and  other  objection 
wffl   I 


king 


r  proceed  to  notice 
<mkr  CO  bring  oat  m  dedtfmtion  oo  the  part  of  Spear,  that 
be  had  newer  taken  tbe  dber,  be  represents  him  as  taking 
il  one  eTening,  and,  in  tbe  excttement  produced  bj  i\ 
seiznig  apoti  a  ooumtrynian  pdeaentt  sukI  handiin; 
TOOgUj.  Tbe  apdog^  which  Spear  makes  to  the  countj; 
man  is,  *^ihis  tta4  ike  JirU  iime  he  hud  ever  taken  the 
elker;^  not  that  it  was  tbe  first  time  that  ether  50  aflk'tcd 
him,  or  that  the  nidenee«  was  committed  under  the  inHuenoi 
of  ether,  but  that  it  vras  the  first  time  he  had  ever  taki 
ether,  —  a  fuct  whicli  bad  little  to  do  with  the  act  of  rud6 
neaa,  and  was  a  most  irrelevant  apology.  But  the  inquii 
thereupon  made  bj  Hunt  is  most  remarkably  ineon^queot 
he,  having  heard  Spear  sajr  that  it  was  the  first  time 
bad  ever  taken  ether,  meks  him  if  it ""  ever  afiecled  hiw 
the  same  way  before- **  Now,  if  he  had  been  pressii 
S]>ear  with  a  cross-e:xamlnation,  in  order  to  entrap  him  I 
some  important  admist«ion,  the  inquiry  might  perhnps  h»v 
been  made ;  but  it  was  then  a  matter  of  no  itnporUiii 
whatever  whether  Spear  had  breatlied  the  vapor  of  ethi 
or  not»  and  it  becomes  in  the  highest  degree  improbali 
that  Ixjth  branches  of  the  conversation,  so  inctmststent  will 
each  other,  actually  occurred  ;  and  as  the  statement  contr* 
diets  the  testimony  of  so  many  respectuljle  witnesses,  ai 
is  in  itself  improbable,  your  Committee  do  not  feel  boui 
to  give  it  credence.  Again  :  in  a  walk  with  Spear,  Urn 
gets  from  liim  a  full  disclosure  of  the  discovery,  and 
statement  that  it  belonged  to  Dr»  Jackson,  According  I 
thisy  Dr.  Morton  got  tiie  requisite  information  and  instniO 
tions  from  Dr.  Jackson  ;  came  liunie ;  Iried  il  on  a  womai 
and  il  worked  firat'tHite ;   and  lie  had  since  then  continue<f" 
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I  it  tmiler  the  directions  of  Dr,  Jackson,  The  evidence 
•bows  rhat  Spear  well  knew  tliat  the  experiment  was  not 
rid  on  a  woman  J  but  on  a  nmw,  whose  certificate  was 
»d  next  day  by  hundred;?  in  the  city  of  Boston.  But  the 
Nfilric^s  evidently  took  this  part  of  his  story  from  the  nar- 
mive  of  D«m  P.  Wilson  (whose  deposition  was  taken  on 
wime  day)  about  the  refractory  female  patient  named  in 
fcft  conversation  with  Dr.  Jackson  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
rr.  who  was  to  be  cheated  with  atmospheric  air,  administered 
m\  a  gas-bag. 

From  among-  tlie  tliousands  with  whom  Dr,  Morton  com- 
Ufiioated,   touching    this   discovery,  durini^    the   winter   of 
846  and  '47^  some  six  or  seven,  with  whom  he  had  personal 
»>ntjro%*ersies,  testify  to  liis  admissions  that  he  was  not  the 
overer.     They  differ  as  to  the  degrees  of  directness  and 
!llne*8  with  whicti  he   opened   the   matter  to  them ;    but  it 
fill  be  found,  as  your  Committee  believe,  to  be  a  rule  in 
m  eiMH.s  having   no   exception,  that  the   more  violent   the 
ility  of  the  individual*  the  more  fiercely  he  assailed  Dr. 
lortonV  patent,  the    more  free  Morton  became  in  his  com- 
munication, and  the  more  fully  did  he  unbosom  himself;  and 
m  statements  always  went  directly  to  defeat  his  own  claims, 
liJ  aupport  the  defence  of  the  i»ppi>neut,  to  whom  he  made 
For  exam]>]e,  li,  S.  Payne  says  "  that,  in  the  early  part 
December,    IWG,   he  comuience<^  applying  the  vapor   of 
lliiar  to  produce  insensibility  to  pain  in  surgicid  tjperalions. 
kii  was  after  I  had  heard  of  tlie  discovery  of  the  preparation 
Charles  T-  Jackson,  of  the  city  of  Boston."     He  then 
iile^  that   Dr.  Clarke   purchased  of   Dr.  Morton   a  right, 
the  [mtent,  for  Rensselaer  and  several  adjoining  cuun- 
rho  sold  ti>  Dr.  Bordell,  and  Dr.  Payne  was  notified  by 
i*  Blake,  as  the  agent  of  Dr*  Morton,  to  abandon  the  use 
etlwr   in   his  practice.     After    failing   in   an   attempt  at 
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negotiation  with  Dr.  Bordell,  he  went  to  Boston,  and  had 
an   interview   with    Dr.    Morton*  who    not    once   only,   but 
repeatedly,  declared    that    Dr.   Jackson   was  the  sole    e/*V^ 
coverery    "that   all   the  knowledge   he  possessed  in  reljition 
to  its  properties   and  application   came  from  Dr,  Jackson  j  \ 
and  that  he  never  had  any  idea  of  applying  sulphuric  ether» 
or    that  sulplmric   ether  could  be  applied,  for  the  afares-niJ 
purposes,  until   Dr,  Jackson   had  su^rge^ted   it  to  him,  and 
had  given  him  full  instructions.'*     This  most  frank  communi- 
cation raises  at  once  a  difficulty  about  the  patent,  which  is 
obviously  void  if  tliat  statement   be   true  ;    and    Dr,  Moiton 
attempts  to  remove  it  by  saying,  "  that  lie  had  been  very  for- 
tunnte  in  effectirg  an  arrangement  with  Dr*  Jackson  before 
nny  one  else  had  the  opportunity,  and  that  he  was  the  fir^t 
man    to  whom  Dr.  Jackson   communicated    the    discovery.' 
And  he  adds  :  "Dr.  Morton  agfiin  and  again  said  that  he 
was  not  in  any  way  the  discovt^rer  of  the  new  application  of 
ethe}\  but   that  the   Idea,  had  been  Jirst  communicated  to 
htm  by  Dr.  Jackson,  who  was  its  diseoverer^  and  thai  hU  ' 
(Dr*  Morton^)  interest   in  the  patent  was  merely  a  pur*  ' 
chased  one;    andy  moreover^  that  he    was   very  lucky  if^\ 
anticipating  all  other  persons  hy  Jirst  receiving  so  pre"  I 
dous  a  discovery  from  the  lips  of  Dr.  Jackson,** 

After  seeing  tlie  fulness  and  unreserved  character  of  tliis 
important  conversation,  and   the   apparent   earnestness  with 
winch   Dr.  Morton  attempts  to  impress  the  fact  that  he  hnJ 
no  participation  whatever  in  tlie  discovery  ;  not  satisfied  with 
suffering  it  to  escape  him   inadvertently,  or  even  statiog  i^  i 
once,  but  repeating  it  '* again'*  and  '* again,"  as  if  he  were] 
anxious  to  imjjress  it,  —  one  could  not  but  be  surprised  t<? 
know  that  Dr.  Payne,  before  this  conversation,  had  pirated 
this  discovery  ;  bad  set  up  for  himself;  bade  defiance  to  Dr* 
Morton  and  his  assignees ;    and,  on  bis  return   home,  pub- 
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lUhed   a   curd,  in  which   he  bj  no   means  denies   that  Dn 
Mcirton  discovered  tlie  thing  wliich   he  and  his  siBsignees  are 
usini?,  but  averring  tlmt  hi:^  {Di%  Psiyrie'i^)  anodyne  vapor^ 
irhidi   in  hi^  affidavit  he  adrnifs  to  be  sulphuric  etlier,  "is 
dt  the  invention  of  the  great  Dr.  Morton,  but  an  entirely 
Dperior   article,   and    all    persons    must    beware   how   they 
mfringe  on  his  rights.**     And  the  more  especially  is  it  sur- 
prising when  we  reflect  that  this  state  of  fiicts,  which   Dr. 
Morton   took   such  unusual  pains  to  repeat  and  to  impress 
ujmn   this   his   most   determined   opponent,   would,   if   true, 
Licnder   the   patent   wbolly  void   in    his   hands,   and   put   bis 
fdi^joverv  entirely  in  the  power  of  Dr.  Payne,  and  all  others 
I  who  should  see  fit  to  avail  llieniselves  of  it.     There  can  be 
po  absohite  proof  that  Dr.  Morton  did  not  make  these  state- 
ments ;  but  it  is  clear  that  it  was  against  his  interest  to  make 
them ;   and  there  is  also  full  proof  that  they  are  not   true, 
and  that  they  are  in  direct  opposition  to  his  numerous  printed 
ind  published  statements.     They  are  not  true  ;  for,  besides 
the  six  witnesses   who  testify  directly  or  indirectly  to  the 
iliscovery  in  its  inception  and  progress,  it  distinctly  conflicts 
Willi  the  conversation  of  the  parties,  and  tlieir  mutual  under- 
Utjiading  on   the   26th  and  27th  of  Oetol>er,  as  testified  to 
V  R.   H.  Eddy.     It   is   in    direct    conflict  with   the   claim 
prumulgated   by  Dr.   Morton,   and   received   and   accredited 
l>y  the   scientific  gentlemen   in   the    Medical   Hospital,   who 
perfurmed    the    operations    testing    the   efficacy  of  the   dis- 
covery. 
Dr.  Warren  says  :  — 

"Bnston,  Jan.  6,  1847. 
**  I  Kcrebr  declare  and  certify,  to  tlie  best  of  my  knnwludge  and  recol- 
ii^tion,  that  I  never  heard  of  the  use  of  sitlphunc  ether  by  inhalation,  as 
4  lueanji  of  prt'Ventin^  the  pains  of  siirj^iciLl  operations,  until  it  was  sng- 
ge«l6d  by  Dr.  W.  T,  G.  MoHoti,  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  1846.'* 
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And  your  Committee  do  not  think  it  credible  thnt  Dr. 

lorton,  resting  lik  claims  to  the  di!*covery  on  the  <rronntls 

irhicfi  he   did,  —  liavin^^r  a  most  dcciiUul   public  ajnnion   at 

ome  in  his  favor  as  the  di.scoverer,  — ^^  having  freshly  tasted 

the  intoxicating  draught   uf   fame,'  and   recently,  in  the 

uUic  papers  wnd  in  circulars,  asserted  his  nutliorslujy  of  llic 

lifcovery  and  defied  Ids  rivals, —  they  do  not  lliink  it  credible 

hat  he  sliould  seize  the  first  occasion  which  oflcrefl,  in  eun- 

^iMtion  with  a  most   determined  opponent,  to  dechire  the 

Ifuleelioud  of  all  that  he  had  written,  publislied,  and  claimed  j 

[to  disclaim    the   honor   wliich   the   world    so    generally   and 

ifecely  accorded  him  ;    confess  away  nil  his  pecuniary  rights 

Ltnder  the   patent ;    and   even    support    his   surrender,   dis- 

[dniriier,  and  sacrifice,  by  a  self- debasing  assertion  which  he 

tell  knew  was   fake.     The  improbability  is  too   strong  to 

allow  it  credit. 

But  Dr.  Payne  sjiys,  that,  in  the  early  part  of  December, 
11840,  he  commenced  his  operations  with  sulphuric  ether ; 
and  diat  this  was  after  he  had  heard  of  the  discovery  of  Dr, 
Charles  T,  Jackson,  of  Boston*  How  he  heard  of  the 
fcovery  of  Dr,  Jackson,  he  does  not  say  ;  surely  not  by 
tiie  information  of  the  scientific  men  of  Boston,  for  they 
attributed  the  discovery  to  Dr<  Morton  ;  not  by  the  public 
prints,  cards,  and  advertisement^  for  the  name  of  Dr.  Mor- 
ton alone  appeared  there  ;  and  he  says,  in  conclusion »  that  he 
^cus  very  much  astonished  in  learning,  some  time  after  his 
visit  to  Boston,  that  Dr.  Morton  "asserted  any  claim  what- 
ever" to  the  discovery;  and  this  after  the  publication  and 
circulation  of  the  notices,  cards,  and  circulars  of  Dr.  Morton, 
and  after  the  witness  had  long  been  engaged  in  an  embittered 
cuntest  with  Morton  and  his  assignees,  and  the  publication 
of  his  (Dr.  Payne's)  card. 

Dr,  Allen  Clarke  —  who  also  testifies  to  nduiissions  by  Dr. 
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lie  insia^ted   and  snid  was  liis^  the  published   i^apers  stand 
tgtinat    the    testimony    of  the^e    witnesses,    as    written    or 
printed   evidence  3ig:jiinj5t   pamL      His  alleged    confessions, 
made  under    the    most    iiuprobable    circumstances,    are   in 
direct  contradiction  to  his  printed  eirruhirs,  dnily  «nd  con- 
temporaneously pronuilgatcd  to  the   world.      If»  then*  these 
•llcged  parol  admissions  stood  against  the  print eti  and  puh- 
liAed  pajKTs,  without  any  thing  Ixjside  to  add  :?trength  to 
either^  we  could   not,   in   our  conscience,  in   weighing  tlie 
induct  of  men  by  rational  probabilities,  hesitate  to  give  the 
decided   preponderance   to   the   printed   over  the   parol   cvi- 
;nce.    But  the  parol  evidence  runs  cuunter  to  all  the  leading 
in  tlie  case  heretofore  considered  and   establislied,   in 
opinion    of  your   Committee,  by  tlie    most    indubitable 
f ;  while  the  printed  circulars  and  notices  entirely  agree 
»itli  them,  and  make  with  them  one  uniform  and  cnnsi!?tent 
j^ljole*    The  objects  of  the  parties,  thtir  chums,  tlieir  elTurts, 
lir  purposes,  are  the  same   thi*oughouu     The  deposition 
W  A,  Blaisdell   is,   however,  worthy  of  especial  comment. 
At  the  time  he   professes  to  have   bad  the  conversation  in 
itbich  Dr.  Morton   accords   all  the   merit   of  tlie   discovery 
to  Dr.  Jackson,  he  was  the  agent  of  Dr.  Morton,  s[>reading 
fcis  circulars  throughout  the  land  ;    bad   taken  cai-c  to  seud 
«ne  of  them    to    each   and    every  sturgeon-dentist    in    New 
lork;  and  yet  now  declares  that  he  was  especially  charged 
^ith  the   information  wlucli  he  takes  care  to  ioculcate,  that 
Mjeae  circulars  were  all  false  in  tlie  most  material  point,  and 
that  the  patent  which  he  Is  selling  is  void  by  reason  of  tliat 
^Jdchood.     He  \vas»  at  tlie  same   time,  iti   habits  of  almost 
Hbily  correspondence  with  Dr*  Morton;   and   the  difficulties 
HSiich  he  met  with   occurred  while   he  was   absent,   and   it 
lirould   most  naturally  have  suggested  itself  to  him   to  com- 
icate  them   to   Dr.  Jlorton   by  letter,  and   in   tijat  way 
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get  hb  assent  to  obviate  them  by  declaring  Dr,  Jackson 
sole  discoverer.  But  he  di>es  not  do  so  ;  if  he  had,  him 
letter  and  Dr.  Morton's  answer  would  have  been  in  writ 
ing;  and  then,  if  there  were  truth  in  the  statement  of  thod( 
alleged  admissions,  there  would  have  been  one  item  o 
written  evidence  to  support  them.  But  this  is  whollj 
wanting.  Blaisdell  professes  to  have  waited  till  his  returi 
to  Boston,  and  then  to  have  held  a  private  conversation 
with  Dr.  Morton,  who  at  once  and  eagerly  admitted  awif 
his  whole  claim 9  both  to  money  and  reputation. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  more  than  three  months,  during^ 
all  which  time  the^e  witnesses  say  Dr.  Morton  conceded  to* 
Dr.  Jackson  the  merit  of  being  the  "sole  discoverer,"  ani 
during  all  which  time  he  was  daily  writing  and  almost  dnilj 
publishing,  there  is  not  produced  one  line  written  by  Dr* 
Morton,  or  written  to  him,  countenancing  the  idea;  nor  il 
there  one  act  of  his  which  looks  to  such  admission.  A 
written  admis&hion  or  an  ambiguous  paragraph  in  writiogf 
wliicii  could  be  fairly  construed  into  an  admission,  or  I 
letter  written  to  him  during  that  time,  which  could  hi 
reasonably  cniii^trued  to  refer  to  such  admission,  would  bl 
tenfold  tlie  value  of  all  the  parol  testimony  now  presented 
of  those  admissions.  Dr.  Morton  has  shown  to  the  CaaH 
mil  tee  sevenil  bound  volumes  of  letters  addressed  to  bill 
upon  this  subject,  all  of  which  recognize  him  as  the  di* 
coverer.  Viewing  these  statements  in  this  point  of  li<jht 
comparing  them  witli  the  printed  and  published  paj»eTl) 
in  which  Dr.  Morton  contemporaneously  and  cnntinudf| 
asserted  his  claims  to  the  discovery  :  and  6nding  them  op 
posed,  as  they  are  to  the  well-settled  facts  of  the  cail 
already  considereil,  —  they  wei<;h,  in  our  opinion,  as  du^ 
in  the  balance,  and  in  nowise  affect  the  well-settled  fiicli 
of  the  case. 
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Considering   the  case  presented  on  its  own   raerita,  mid 
Dde|)endent    of   any    authority   whatever,    your    Committee 
\i\i  come  to   the   same  conclusion   that  was  arrived   at    by 
ithc  Board  of  Trustees  of  the   Massachusetts  General   Hos- 
pital, at   their  aanual  meeting  in  January,  1848,  and  sub- 
tjueatly  confirmed  in  1849 ;    and  they  cannot  better  state 
B  propoelfions,  which  tliey  consider  estahli^hed,  tlian   by 
opting  to  this  extent  the  language  of  the  report  of  that 
institution*     It    is    as    follows :    ^  Ist,    Dr.    Jackson    does 
hot  appear  at   any   time   to   have   made   any  discovery,   in 
rejjTird  to  ether,  which  was  not  in   print  in  Great  Britain 
some  years  before.     2d,  Dr.  Morton,  in   184n,  discovered 
the  facts,    before   unknown,   that   ether   would   prevent   the 
pain  of  surgicid  operations,  and  that  it  might  be  given  in 
snfficient  quantity  to  effect  this   purpose  without  danger   to 
L^e.    He  first  establisjhed  these  facts  by  numerous  ojicrations 
teeth,  and  afterwards  induced  the  surgeons  of  ttie  Hos- 
^tal  to  demonstrate  its  general  applicability  and  importance 
i  capital  operations,     3d,  Dr.  Jackson  appears  to  have  had 
he  belief,  that  a  power  in  ether  to  prevent  pain  in  dental 
erations  would   be  discovered.     He   advised  various  per- 
ons  to  attempt  the  discovery  :  but  neither  they  nor  he  took 
^J measures  to  that  end;  and  the  world  remained  in  entire 
ifnorance  of  both  tbe  power  and  safety  of  ether,  until  Dr. 
-iWton    made    his    experiments,      4th,  The  whole    agency 
m^(  Dr.  Jackson    in   tlie   matter  appears   to   consist   only   in 
wis  having  made  certain   suggestions,    which   led  or   aided 
Mpt*  Morton    to  make  the  discovery,  —  a   discovery  which 
^ttid  for  some  time  been  the  object  of  his  labors  and  re- 
««u-chea/' 
P  And  although  your  Committee  have  deduced  their  con- 
elusion    from    the   evidence,  without  resting   on  opinion   or 
uthority,  they  are  greatly  strengthened   by  the  concurrence 
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of  that  Ijigljly  intelli^^ent  and  scientific  body  of  raeii  who 
examtoed  the  Biiliject  on  the  spot,  while  the  transaction  was 
yet  recent,  and  who  were  aequaiiited  with  the  conduct  of 
the  parties  during  the  progress  of  the  di^scovervi  and  vnth  , 
tlie  character  of  the  witnesses.  This  eonchision  being  reached 
as  to  the  exact  state  of  fact,  your  Committee  are  satitffied 
thereon  that  Dr.  Morton  is  entitled  to  tlie  merit  of  the 
didcovery.  The  great  thought  was  of  producing  In^ensl' 
hilltij  to  pain;  and  the  discovery  con  i^inted  in  that  thoughl^ 
and  in  verifi/ing  it  praciicnUy  by  experiment.  For  tliii 
tlie  world  is  indebte<i  to  Dr,  iForton  ;  and  even  if  tlie  &ame 
thought  in  all  its  distinctness  and  extent  arose  also  in  ihfl 
mind  of  Dr.  Jjickson,  at  or  prior  to  that  time,  yet  he  M  I 
not  carry  it  out  by  experiment,  and  thus  give  it  to  the  wodd;  | 
and  on  that  supposition  it  was  the  case  of  an  important 
thought  nccn[>ying  twu  minds  at  tiie  same  time,  one  onlyof 
whom  I)rought  it  out  by  experiment,  and  ia  therefore  the  dis- 
coverer. It  was  clear  that  the  discovery  was  destined  soon 
to  be  given  to  the  world.  Science  had  almost  reached  it  J 
but  a  single  ete|),  and  it  was  compassed  ;  and  it  happeuei 
in  this  case,  as  in  many  others »  that  the  necessities  of  the 
profession,  a  want  deeply  felt  in  the  daily  business  of  life 
rather  than  scientific  induction^  at  last  produced  the  con- 
summation, I 

That  it  is  a  discovery  we  cannot  donht;   that  it  h  an 
advance    beyond    the    heretofore    Icnown    walks    of  scienc^> 
we   know  ;    and  scientific  men  of  all  civilized  nations,  even 
to  the  extremities  of  the  earth,  acknowledge  and  procUifl*  l| 
it. 

As   to    the  question  whether  a  sum   of  money  shall  \^  • 
appropriated    by  Congress   as  a  reward   for  tins  diacovefyi  i 
your  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  that  suliject  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  this  House.     Numerous  cases,  however,  have 
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occurred,  to  which  your  Caramittee  beg  leave  to  refer,  in 

vrhich  compensation  in   money  has  been   made  by  Con<^res8 

»s  a  reward  for  Hke  discoveries  of  less  impt>rtance  to  the 
[country  and   mankind,  ,  ,  •  .  . 

This   discovery  is   the   long-sought   desideratum    of  isur- 

geons.     His   sinking   heart,   when  witnessing  tlie  wiithings 
liftd  agonies   of  his   patienti^,  haa   looked  to  this  as  a  con- 
liummation  devoutly  to  be  desired*     Various  narcotics  have 
en   employed.     Mesmerism,   and    its    kindred    neurology, 

cere  tendered  as   this   great  boon  ;    but   tbey  have   pussed, 

Jid  with  them  the  expectations  of  the  profession,  and  the 
^  promises  of  their  discoverers.     Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  page  3, 

in  his  work  on  Etherization,  says,  "A  new  era  has  opened 
rOD  the   operating   surgeon.      His    visitations    on    the    most 

delicate  parts  are  perfunned,  not  only  wiihout  the  agoniz- 
ling  acreams  he  has  been  aceustonied  to  hear,  but  sometimes 
I  with  &  state  of  perfect  insensibility,  and  occasionally  even 
l*ith  the  expression  of  pleasure  on  the  [>art  of  tlie  patient* 
fWlio  could  have  imagined  that  drawing  a  knife  over  tlie 
fdelicate  skin  of  tbe  face  might  produce  a  sensation  of  un- 
xed  delight?  —  that  the  turning  and  twitfiting  of  instni- 
[ments  in  the  roost  sensitive  bladder  uiiglit  be  aceompanied 
rby ft  beautiful  dream? — ihiit  the  contorting  of  ancliylosed 
ijoims  should  co-exist  with  a  celestial  vi,si(m?  If  Ambrose 
[Pard  and  Louis  and  Dessuult  and  Cheslielden  and  Hunter 
Cooper   couUl    see  what  our   eyes   daily  witness,  how 

Would  they  long  to  come  among  us,  and  perform  their  ex- 
iploits  once  more!  And  with  what  fre^h  vigor  does  the 
IJiving  surgeon,   who   is   ready  to  resign   the   scalpel,   grasp 

tt,  and  wish  again   to  go  through  liis  career  under  the  new 
spioea ! " 
We  quote    also   from    tbe    same  t  "  In    order   to   form   a 

fiper  estimate  of  the  value  of  tbe  new  practice,  we  should 
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endeavor  to  realize  the  nieDtal  condition  wUdi 

Biirgicul  operation.     Ab  soon  as  a  patient  ia 

the  knife,  wliiit  terrors  does  his  imagiiiatioii  ialiel! 

liinny  sleepless   nights,  and   horrible  dreamff,  and 
of  the  heart  does   he  experience !     What  apprdiewoot 
dangerous  hleedings,  of  wounds  of  vital   partat  and 
of  sudden  death,  does  he  paint  to  himself!     And  whea' 
iUpsv,    is    adclud    tlie    dread    of  insnpportable   pain,  wtii 
frightful   ])icture  presents    itself  to   the  mind  !     Xo  m 
tfmt   many  persons  are  unable  to  bring  tbemadveB  lo 
init ;  n*J  wonder  that  some,  wrouglit  lo  desperarion,  tit 
to  anticipate  their  BufTcrings  bj  a  voluntary  death,     B 
of   ih(5  kjufe  led  a  gentleman  in  this   city,  affltcted 
stcuie   in   the  bladder,  to  comniit  suicide.     When  the 
of   corporeal    suttcring   is    taken   from    this    load  of  ^ 
hens  ion,  the   patient   may  indulge   a   hope  which  leads 
ciiecrfully  to  uncertain  dangers/* 

In  reply  to  conununicatione  addressed   to  the  Surgeon* 
Cicnenil  of  llie  Army,  and  Chief  of  the  Medical  DeportJU^B* 
of  the  Navy,  we  learn  that  eliloroform  and  ether  are  usrf 
in   both   llicse  departments,  and  that  they  constitute  in  Ji«rt 
the  supplies  for  the  service,  and  have  been  used  during  tte 
recent  war  with   Mexico,     This   would,   in  justice,  enntbl 
the  memorialist  to  compensation,  as  the  laws  of  the  UolH 
States  guaranty  to  him  all  benefits  in  its  use  by  all  peraoW 
Had  we  not  already  exceeded  the  usual   limits  of  a  report, 
we  would    ghully    introduce   numerous    testimonials   of  the 
advantageous  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  in  various  diseaac^i 
hcsidee   tliosc  subject  to   surgery.     And  we  deem   the  sub- 
joined tables,  showing  its  introduction  into  the  hosi)ital3  al 
the  United  States,  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the  U8efulne« 
of  the   discovery,   and   its   general   applicability    to   disease 
They  are   taken   from    the   Transactions   of   the   America! 
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Kdical  Association,  assembled  in  Baltimore  in  May,  1848. 
pile  tables  are  liere  omitted.] 
Tl»e  e fleets  of  chlorofuriii  and  ctlier  are  similar ;  each 
its  advocntea  ;  yet  your  Committee  are  assured,  that, 
ongst  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  casea  of  various 
jiAeu!^o>  In  which  ether  has  been  U8ed,  no  ease  has  ternd- 
[nnlctl  tatully,  in  wirich  any  injurious  effect  could  be  traced 
>  ether.  We  cannot  assert  the  same  for  chhiroform.  The 
cts  of  ether  are  more  readily  controlled,  and  its  strength 
supposed  to  be  but  one-tenth  that  of  chloroform. 
As  citizens  of  the  United  States,  we  feel  we  have  just 
of  pride,  that  tbiss  discovery,  the  moat  important  in 
nee,  had  its  origin  on  our  shores ;  and  that  its  general 
dopiion  by  tlie  European  warld,  numerous  admissions  of 
diijcovery  here  and  its  usefulness,  are  alike  honorable  to 
rtJie  recipients  of  ita  favors  and  the  discoverer.  Professor 
[Simpson,  the  discoverer  of  chloroform,  in  transmitting  to 
IDr,  Morton  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "Account  of 
New  Anai^stlietic  Agent,  as  a  Substitute  for  Sulphuric 
Sther  in  Surgery  and  Midwifery,"  writes  the  following  note. 
I  [This  note  is  copied  into  pp.  246,  247.] 

We  close  our  communication  with   an   extract   from   the 
[work  on  Etherization  by  Dr,  J.  C.  Warren,  a  name  confess- 
[edly  among  the  first  in  the  United  States  in  the  department 
of  medicine  and  surgery  ;  — 

*''niia  discovery  oertainly  nicrita  a  notice  from  tlitf  American  Lcgiwla- 

'  iftn*.  since  it  nmy  take  rank  perhaj>a  of  all  the  great  improveiueritii  which 

ifjum  the  present  age  of  sunken'.     The   estahllsliment  o^  iiniuri  hy  the 

first  inttmtioa,  tlje  sale  %atiirt*  of  the  i^rt^at  arteries,  tht^  suhj^titutiuij  uf 

I^Uiutnty  for  lilhotom}%  the  rejection  ol'  pernieious  ointnaenta  and  plaster.** 

tJw*  nnuiagcmeiit  of  wounds,  the  constitutional  treatment  of  local  di»- 

and  the  free  extvnial  use  of  cold  waU^r,  mark  the  present  as  the 

lildeii  p^-^riod  of  surgical  science. 
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'*  The  intmdni'tinii  of  et&er«  enabling  ua  to  perform  operations  atid 
apply  remedies  widbtKit  pain*  CFQirnA  aII  tlnesn  tmproTements. 

'*  While  we  wotiki  pay  ft  wtUing  and  libend  tribute  to  the  indmcM 
who  haa  been  mode  the  iiiAtni]|itt]i&  of  tiiis  Haeofwerf,  we  should  to^k 
ktglltr  Ibr  itii  usiiior,  ami  ekv ale  our  iSevicsit  aUribmioafl  of  praiae  lad 
tfrtf*%^^¥^g  to  Hbd  who  bM  been  pleaaed*  faA  tbs  lidi  tmaoni  rf 
lit  goo^neaa*  to  coofier  ao  wooderfial  a  giU  oa  oar  f 


The  subjoined  resolatioaa  were  ordered  to  be  appended 
to  the  report, 

Dr,  Lord  offered  the  fullowing  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted :  — 

**Me9ohed,  That,  the  Comraittee  having  rdiiaed  to  recammend  mj 
nammsndxm  ici  be  giren  to  thi*  etmteaonts  of  the  e£her-di$eoir«»]r,  tiift 
report  of  the  CTofitiiicnee  be  msuSe  in  eonformity  to  the  abore  deetaioiL. 

"Beaohed,  That,  believaig  the  report  of  the  dhaunxan  doea  Aa^F 
express  the  opinions  of  the  Comaiittee,  and  the  real  Tiews  aa  nmhaSd 
in  the  r^solntions  of  Dr.  Frief ,  herewith  published,  it  is  b<frebjr  adopted 
Bs  the  report  of  the  Committee.'^ 

Dr.  Fries  offered  the  foUowmg  redolutlonsy  which  were 
adopted :  — 

*'  Resolred,  Tliat,  in  the  opinion  of  thia  Committee,  to  Dr.  C.  T.  Jade* 
aon  is  due  tho  L-ndit  of  having  suggested  to  Dr«  W.  T.  G.  Morton  tb** 
pure  sulphunt!  ether  might  be  inhaled  with  safety^  and  tliat  the  vW^d  ^ 
anch  inhalation  is  to  produce  tnsensibilit j ;  but  that,  in  expressing  tbi» 
opinion,  the  Committee  do  not  wish  to  eonvey  the  idea  that  Dr.  Morton 
had  not  previously  experimented  with  this  irajKirtant  anient,  but  ivfer  ta 
the  ctrong  proof  herewith  published,  for  the  evidence  that  he  Imd  ihii 
experimented. 

"  Bexolved,  That  to  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton  is  due  the  credit  of  having 
made  the  first  practical  application  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  amestht^ti^ 
agent,  ami  demonstrating  to  the  world  its  power  to  destrov  nervous 
aensibility  to  such  an  extent  as  to  enable  surgeons  to  perform  all  th^ 
various  surgical  operations  upon  the  human  body  without  pain/ 

[And  two  uther  resolutions ,  which  relate  only  to  not  having 
kept  a  journal  of  proceedings,] 
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Note,  —  During  the  preparation  of  thb  report,  there  was 
ariled  to  the  Committee  the  affidavit  of  Henry  C.  Lord, 

of  the  ctmnsel  for  Dr.  Jackson,  and  aUo  tlie  affitluvit  of 
eorge  H,  Palmer,  and  one   by  Dr,  Jackaon  himself,  from 
4ieh  it  appears  timt  Mr,  Lord,  the  counsel,  called  upon 
Thtitnas   R.    Spear,  —  induced    Spenr   to   visit   him    at   hia 

E limber,  and  held  a  converjjation  with  him  ;    and  that  his 
urt  in  that  conversation  was  to  get  some  admis^^ion  from 
SiKiar,  that  his  testimony,  given  under  oath  in  the  case,  was 
mtrue.     Lord  and  Palmer  say  that  he  did  eo  admit.     The 
itness    Spear,  who  was    afterwards   called    upon,   testifies 
Iwit  he  did  noty  and  states  facts  which  show  an   effort  to 
utmp   him    in  a  mode  not  usually  practised  by  the   legal 
rofessioR  in  the  United  States,     Your  Committee  give  no 
'eight  to  the  alleged  statements,  considering  the  manner 
I  which  they  were  procured,  even  as  stated  by  Mr,  Lord 
imgelf.     There  was  a  like  attempt  to  get  a  contradictory 
iteuient  from   Leavitt,  similar  io   its   character  with   that 
made  with  Spear,  but  more  strongly  marked  by  professional 
Singularity.     These  depositions   in    no  respect  modified   the 
■pinion  of  your  Committee  as  to  the  facts  given  in  question, 
Bl^  only  present  anotlier  most  striking  example  of  the  cau- 
WQ  with  which  testimony  of  tlie  declarations  of  parties  and 
witnesses   should    be    received    unsupported,   and   especially 
ifkn  contradicted   by  written   papers. 
There  was  also  forwarded  to  us  the  deposition  of  X.  C, 
p,  which  is  in  the  following  words:  — 

3IUI0KWSALTH    OF    MASSACncSETTB,    Suffolk^  St. 

I,  N.  C.  Keep,  M.D*,  of  Boston,  in  the  Coimty  of  Suffolk,  and 
boimonwealth  of  Maasachusetis,  dental  surgeon,  being  calleil  upon 
the  Hon,  Thorna*  O.  Edwards,  Chiurnmn  of  a  Committee  m  Wa>li- 
gton,  on   patentinji   compound  medicines,  to   give   my  testimony  in 
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t!ie  matter  in  hearing  oont^erning  the  clattns  of  Dr.  W,  T.  G.  Morttt 
AS  the  discoveivr  of  etherization,  depose  as  follows :  — 

**  I  beomne  ussot-iated  in  the  buainesis  and  practice  of  dentistrjrwil 
Dr.  AIortoTi,  on  the  twetity-eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  yesir  IM 
Un  the  next  day,  we  wore  about  to  prepare  an  advertbemeat 
publication,  when  Dr.  Augustus  A.  Gould  called  at  oar  rooms 
pressed  with  business,  I  requested  him  to  write  the  advertisement;  wii 
whii'b  request  be  complied.  After  he  had  written  it,  which  he  did  I 
his  own  house,  he  brought  it  to  me,  and  we  read  it  together.  Id  it  til 
discovcrj*  of  etherization,  without  any  suggestion  bavin;;  t»een  made 
me  to  tliat  effect,  was  ascribed  in  explicit  terms  to  Dr.  Cbarles  T.  Jtdl 
son.  Dr*  Gould,  poititing  with  his  finger  to  the  words  in  which  1 
ascription  was  expressed,  said  to  me,  *  That  will  please  Jackfon/ 
then  showed  the  advertisement  to  Dr,  Morton,  and  we  read  it  togvthpf: 
He  tlien  exclaimed  with  emphasis,  *  That  is  good  ;  I  like  that.  Vll 
it  to  ibe  printer,'  Copies  of  the  advertisement  were  made  utidtr  tl 
direction  of  Dr.  Morton,  and,  as  I  supposed  at  the  time,  without  alt 
tion,  and  published  by  his  order  in  three  evening  newspapi*rs.  Ol 
fleeing  the  advertisement  in  the  *  Evening  Traveller'  on  the  eveoingi 
the  same  day,  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  the  words  whii 
ascribed  the  ether-discovery  to  Dr,  Jackson  had  bfcn  stnick  oat.  Tb 
next  morning  I  i'alled  the  attention  of  Dr.  Morton  to  tbe  fact,  andadfi* 
him  why  he  struck  out  those  words.  He  hesitated,  aiid  seemed  Q04 
know  what  to  say,  when  I  said  to  him,  *  ^larton,  why  do  you  qusTe 
with  Jackson  ?  You  injure  yourself,  and  injure  the  cause/  His  pppl/ 
Tr»»,  *  I  wouldn't  if  he  would  behave  himself.  The  credit  of  the  Am 
co?ery  belongs  to  Dr,  Jackson;  Jackson  shall  have  tlie  credit  of  »t; 
want  to  make  money  out  of  it.' 

**  I  stated  the  foregoing  facts  to  my  family  on  the  aforesaid  evcoingi 
and  afterwards  to  other  individuals.    I  have  heretofore  declined  Toltfn- 
tarily  testify ing  to  them,  but  consider  that  I  have  no  right,  upon 
call  of  such  a  nature  as  is  now  made  upon  me,  to  withhold  thif 
mony. 


'-  Boston,  Feb.  8,  1849." 


»N.  c.  Ea: 


When  this  deposition  wns  received,  tlie  Chairman  of  yo«tf 
Committee  showed  it  to  Dr.  Morton,  who  in  a  few  mioutei 
brought    to    hiin    a    bound    book,    entitled   "  Miscellaneooi 
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^fote8."  On  the  9l8t  page  was  a  manuscript  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  written  evidently  on  the 
)uteide  sheet  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  A.  A.  G.,  and  post- 
marked •*  Washington  Gtv,  D.C.,  July  9,"  from  all  which 
it  wa8  most  manifest  that  this  was  the  original  draft  of  the 
wJvertisement  testified  to  by  Dr.  Keep.  This  paper,  con- 
trasted with  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Keep  as  the  contents  of 
w  original  draft,  fixes  in  the  minds  of  your  Committee 
the  just  value  of  this  species  of  evidence.  This  paper  is 
«  follows :  — 

*'The  subscribers,  having  associated  themselves  in  the  business  of 
Cental  surgery,  would  respectfully  invite  their  friends  to  call  on  them 
»t  their  rooms.  No.  19,  Tremont  Row.  They  confidently  believe  that 
He  increased  facilities  which  their  united  experience  will  afford  them 
)f  performing  operations  with  elegance  and  despatch,  and  the  additional 
advantage  of  having  them  performed  without  pain,  by  the  use  of  the 
luid  recently  invented  by  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton,  will  not  only  meet 
^  wishes  of  their  former  patients,  but  secure  to  them  additional 
)atronage." 


*^.  THE  CASKET  AND  THE  RIBBON,  OR  THE 
HONORS  OF  ETHER. 

lu  this  review,  the  writer,  after  alluding  to  the 
fnportance  of  the  ether-discovery,  and  the  bitterness 
>f  the  controversy  to  which  it  had  given  rise,  pro- 
■eeds  thus :  — 

That  controversy  is  now  substantially  ended.  The  mas- 
erly  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Congress,  presented  by 
■le  Hon.  Thos.  O.  Edwards,  M.D.,  —  its  clear  and  simple 
tatements  of  the  question  at  issue, — its  searching  analysis 

42 


ilhistimtioiii, — its  concluiiij 
,  lore,  as  we  bdieTe,  oonvinced 
of  Dr.  JwAstm  who.  from  |X 
,  or  Ae  iiatiuml  relact 
enir  and  chmdiod  opinkm,  still  adhere  I 
■TOT^  fidditr.     Witboat   any 

,  daa  document  sets  fofl 
of  Ac  pstiea,  maA  Atsa^  hj  the  plainest 

leads  tbe  reader  to  inlj 
die  mBtirm  aad  views  <rf*  tbe  actot?,     Witbout  any  sere 
of  laigmge,  k  qmedy  aeto  wide  ife  fidse  pretences 

BOtke.  Tlfos  I>r.  Jackson  daims  tiiit 
diseoieit  »  1$4^.  If*  howerer,  he  had  the  le 
fraKting  acBie  of  diis  great  tmth  (it  is  aipjed),  then  be 
MSt  have  known  that  iminartal  honor  awaited  its  discloe- 
«re.  He  bears  arMuid  bias  tbe  eiies  of  suffering,  —  he  is 
adnotted  to  be  an  ci^craspinat  for  lame,  —  and  no  one 
donbta  bis  kindly  dtspositioa.  Bot  be  remains  torpid  fi^ 
faor  yenv,  deaf  alike  to  tbe  call  of  ambition,  and  even  to 
the  dktatoa  of  oodudou  humanity.  The  unaroidaUe  in* 
fermee  b,  that  be  eoold  not  hare  had  any  strong,  ckcf 
conrictions  in  tbe  oise.  We  accede »  therefore,  at  once.  10 
the  conclusion,  that  be  anerely  bad  anired  at  an  indudifil 
or  hypothesis  on  tbe  subject  which  he  tlioiight  of  little 
no  value  (probaUy  as  tending  only  to  a  slight  improreti 
in  dental  surgery),  and  thus  entirely  omitted  to  take 
step  to  yerify  it. 

Again,  Dr.  Jackson  claim?,  that  at  last  Dr.  Morton  per^ 
formed  his  experiments  as  His  agent,  —  being  the  nacre 
^  nurse  who  administered  his  prescription.'*  This 
likewise  is  shown  to  be  surrounded  by  insuperabk 
culdes*  Dr.  Jackson,  in  an  inter\iew,  not  sought  by  hi 
self,  makes  a  mere  casual  suggestion  to  Dr.  Morton,  < 
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bra  he  representa  as  grossly  ignorant  and  reckless,  to 
horn  he  refuses  to  give  a  written  certificate  of  the  safety 
ot  the  application,  and  from  wliom  he  thenceforward  holds 
kiuwelf  wholly  aloof.  He  is  not  pre^sent  at  the  early  ex- 
periments. He  publicly  denounces  Dr.  Morton  as  likely 
to  kill  somebody  yet  before  he  is  done ;  expressing,  in  the 
strongest  manner.  Ids  regret  that  he  had  ever  given  him  any 

r'tirmation  on  tlie  subject,  etc. 
Now,  the   inference  of  the  Coramittee  eeems  absolutely 
unavoidable,  that  Dr.  Jackson  —  knowing,  as  he  must  have 
De,  the  importance  of  the^e  first,  test  experiments  ;  what 
nee,  skill,  and  caution  were  necessary  for  their  safety  and 
\  —  could  not  have  selected  as  his  agent  such  a  mim 
I  Ilia  own  witnesses  represent  Dr.  Morton  to  be ;   and  that, 
Wring  selected  him*  lie  could  not  thus  hav^e  conducted  him- 
self tliroughout   tlie   series   of  these  experltnents» 
L  Indeed,  tlie  dehbcrate  claim   by  Dr.  Jackson,  that  tlicse 
fc[ieriment8  were  fns\  performed  by  his  agent,  and  in  his 
Bbalf,  seoms  to   us  the  act  of  a  man,   who,  shunning    all 
■Ispoasibiiity  during  the   period  of  danger  and  uncertainty, 
l^eeb  at  last  to  snatch  asvay  the  prize  which  had  been  fairly 
Won  by  the  labors  and  services  oi'  another. 

The  legal  acutuen  sliown  by  tlie  Committee  is  remark- 
able: it  would  do  high  honor  to  the  most  eminent  priicti- 
tiouer.  The  fact  that  Dr»  Morton's  ignorance  (as  manifested 
*t  his  interview  with  Dr.  Jacki^on)  wus  at-ft^nmed,  i^ceIn8 
certain,  from  his  having  previously  learned  from  Mr.  Meteidf 
the  general  properties  of  etlicr.  The  Committee,  however, 
<li*c:over  one  circumstance,  in  confirmation  of  this  position, 
which  had  before  bcun  wholly  unnoticed,  viz.  that  Dr. 
Jackson  directed  ether  to  be  /fpattercd  on  a  kandker- 
diitf;  thus  really  telling  thai  it  was  a  liquid, — so  that 
wla-n  Dr.  Morttm,  in  reply,  asked  if  it  ivere  a  gets ^  he  masl 
Bve  been  conceal in^r  what  he  knew. 


miA  m  iomg  mrrmr  of  cfoih 

£  Willi  nl  olbr 

o  ktfm,  mie  to  k 
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After  criticising  the  letters  contained  in  the  ^li- 
iiovity  Report,  from  Hon.  Franklin  Dexter,  Drs. 
Walter  Chanmng,  Luther  V.  Bell,  J.  B,  S.  Jack- 
son, John  D.  Fisher,  and  Mr.  Bowen,  the  editor 
of  the  •'  North  American  Review,"  which  were  all 
in  favor  of  Dr.  Jackson,  the  writer  proceeds  :  — 

A  letter    from    Mr,    Prescotl,  the    historifin,    with    more 
IlliACrimiuatiou,  nvvarJ^j   to  him    the   suggestion  ;   but   to   Dr. 

Morton  *^a   »hnre^  and  no  fnean  ane^**  in   the  dii<covery ; 

viz,  its  verificafiuii.  A  letter  from  Charles  G.  Loring,  Ei?q., 
loue  of  Dr.  Jiickson^^  counsel,  of  course  takes  the  side  of 
l«w  client.  It  is  not  an  uifbommon  circuniiitance  for  gentle- 
Imn  of  the  legal  profession  to  tliink  favorably  of  their  own 

taiics,  —  to  regard  their  own  geese  as  svvuns^ 
Having  duly  paraded  iUq^q  letters  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Jackson, 

lb  Committee  next  proceed  to  introduec  others  highly  com- 

jJimentary  to  Dr.  Morton;   vvhicb,  however  (as  they  wuuld 

Isakc  it  appear),  refer  merely  to  liis  ineritorious  services 
in  demonstrating  the  pnictical  viilue  of  the  discovery^  and 
I'W  Contributing,  perhaps  (  I)  more  than  any  other  person, 
|lo*¥ardsj  its  Introduction  into  genend  use."  It  is  certainly 
[cvultnic^  of  great  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  the  Committee, 
[a»  tliia  manner^  to  qualify  and  fritter  away  tfie  most  abs^olute 

and  unequivocal  reeogiiitious  of  Dr.  Morton's  elaims.  Dr. 
r«44:k«oQ  can  never  despair,  if  his  friends  can  find  any  ground 
[f«f  Ilia  pretensions  left  in  such  a  letter  as  tlie  following  from 

^^'  John  Jeffries,  of  Boston,  to  Mr.  Speaker  Wintlirop  :  — 
*"  lioj?tun,  January   10,   1841),      Dear  Sir,  — Mr,   Morton, 

^bu  ^mu    \\*iishington    to    seek    some    remuneration    from 
|CiQVerumcnt   for  the  benefit  which  he  has  conferred  on  the 
Utiy  by  die  introductioo  of  8uJ[flmric  ether,  requests  me 


3S4  ETHEK    01SCOVEBT, 


P 

■  to  express  to  tou  f|iy  opinion  ;  which  I  do  most  unreijervcdlyi 
B  —  thiit  the  world  is  indebted  entirely  to  Mr.  Morton  for  the 
H  intriKhietion  of  thij^  agent  to  produce  insen^iliility  to  paint 
V  luid  that  it  i^  a  physical  hieing  not  second  to  any  that  hni 
been  conferred  upon  suffering  humanity,"  &€• 

I  The  Committee  dt8{>ose  of  eimilar  letters  from  hia  Excel- 

leney  Go%.  Briggs  and  Ex-Gov,  Morton,  of  Massachuselt»i 
and  Hon.  John  P.  Bigelow,  Mayor  of  Boston,  by  suggesling, 
that,  ns  the  writers  use  general  terms«  they  probably  relj 
more  upon  information  from  others  than  upon  any  iuvesti* 
giUion  of  their  own.  The  whole  of  these  opinions,  piv  utA 
COM,  have  nothing  to  da  with  the  subject.  They  change  no 
Juci^  and  they  proi*e  no  Juct  in  the  ca^e, 

After  some  dozen  pages  of  rtie  Report  hare  been  thm 
occupied,  the  Committee  next  proceed  to  comment  upon  tli« 
chiinictcr  and  competency  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
tlic  Hospital.  It  is  announced  a§  a  fact,  that  there  are  few 
or  nti  legal  or  scientific  men  among  the  members  of  thai 
Bi»anl ;  and  they  courteously  suggest  thai  the  Trustees  have 
sliovvn  psirtlality  towards  Dr.  Morton,  caused,  doubtless,  by 
a  thii'jit  for  diiitinctioH^  and  a  wish  to  identify  their  insttiu* 
tion  with  tlie  discovery,  by  ascribing  the  chief  merit  to  its 
verification. 

Now  thix^e,  at  least,  of  that  Board  are  on  the  list  of 
counsellors  at  law  in  Boston ;  and  the  Chairman  of  tli« 
Cummittce  for  drafting  the  Ueport  ha^  for  twenty  years  been 
extensively  engaged  in  n  branch  uf  that  profession,  ThfCfi 
or  more  are  members  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arta 
and  Sciences  J  one  of  them  (Mr.  J.  A.  Lowell)  being,  by 
his  position  as  sole  Trustee  of  the  Lowell  Institute  in  Bos- 
ton, brought  more  intimately  into  contact  with  scientific 
men  and  matters  tlian  almost  any  one  in  that  commuatty. 
lie    is  one   of  the  Corporation  of   Harvard  College ;    antl 
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tibeHlliarters  of  the  Board  are  graduates  of  tl»at  Institution. 
rll  »  needless  to  add,  that  a  more  fair»  intelligent,  or  com- 
1  pt'lcnt  jury  was  probably  never  irii|mn€llftl  to  try  an  issue. 
[It  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  annually  to  lay  before  the  Cor- 
[iHimlion  a  statenfient  of  the  affairs  of  the  IIos|ntnl  during  the 
Lpiityear.     Wliat  slioold  have  been  done  on   this  occaj?iou? 
iThe  greatest  public  siervire  ever   renilered  by  the  institution 
been  performed:   nhall  it  be  pnt^sed  over  unmentioned? 
Certainly  not.      Shall  the   mere   naked  fact   be   stated >  that 
tbeae  experiments   were    perfornicfl    at    the   request   of   Dr. 
'  Morton,   and   all   mention   even   of   Dr.  Jaekson's   name  be 
omitted?     This  would  have  been  the  sinifilest,  perhaps  ttie 
widest,  course.      But  would   it  have  been  any  more  satis- 
factory to  Dr.  Jackson   and  his  friends?     The  course  actu- 
ully  taken    was,   no  doubt,   that    by  which    the    Committee 
conacientiously  endeavored  to  do  full  and  eqnal  justiee  both  to 
[   the  Dentist  Morton,"  whom    they  had  never  seen,  and  to 
Dr.  Jackson,  their  old  acquaintance  and  friend.     So  obvious 
^'aa  lUh  wish   on   their  part,  that  the   chief  medical  review 
rf  the  country  (Hays's),  for  that  very  reason,  reprinted  the 
BejKjrt  verbatim. 

It  is  certainly  difficult  to   imagine   any  possible  bias  or 
interest,  on  the  part  either  of  the  ini^titntioti  or  the  Trustees*, 
**>  the  prejudice   of  Dr.   Jackson.      Perstuisd    rc|i;ard  —  his 
Position   in  society — his  standing   ns  a  man  of  j^cicnce  — 
Wiiuld  all  seem  to  give  him  p'eat  advanta^j^es  over  his  oppo- 
nent.    Dr.  Jackson,  indeed,  VQvy  modestly  suggeated  to  the 
UJiinnittee  of  the  Hospital,  that  a  partiality  was  felt  towards 
Dr.  Morton,  under   the    idea,  that,   if  the  claims  of  one  so 
ignorant  were  eulogized,  rather  than  his  own,  the  instilu- 
titm  would  thereby  acquire   a  larger  ^/lare  of  credit  as 
accoucheurs  of  the  discotieri/.    What  possible  beanng,  how- 
ever, can  it  have  in  the  ease,  how  Dr.  Morton  happened  to 
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be  led  to  think  of  the  subject?  The  operations  were  n< 
performed  at  Ma  sole  request,  by  surgeons  who  had  tii 
hennl  of  Dr.  Jackaon  s  name  in  connection  with  the  iliscov 
This  is  a  ^  fixeil  fact."  How  is  it  altered  or  affected  bv 
subsequent  information,  that  Dr.  Morton  acted  pursuant  to 
a  suggestion  of  Dr.  Jackson?  They  had  performed  die 
operations  on  their  own  rejponsihtlity,  unaiJed  by  a  word 
of  advice  or  caution  from  Dr*  Jackson  ;  and  the  crc^lit  of 
the  "*  delivery ,*•  be  it  more  or  less,  belongs  to  thein»  no  mat- 
ter who  proves  to  be  the  father  of  the  child. 

To  explain  the  position  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital*  the  Cotumittee  introduce  two  letters.  The  fii^t  is 
from  Dr.  W.  J.  Walker,  an  eminent  surgeon,  of  Boetunt  9t 
its  Ticinity»  now  retired  from  pmciice. 

The  second  letter  is  from  L.  M.  Sargent»  Esq.,  well 
known  as  author  of  the  Temjjcrauce  Tales,  This  epistle  is 
tbe  gem  of  the  whole  collection.  Mr.  Sargent  is  a  readv, 
plnyful*  and  caustic  writer;  and  none  can  fail  to  be  amused 
with  this  prixluction,  which  cxhihltSt  in  a  strong  Iight»  ftU 
his  peculiariti^,         ,,,.«.. 

Letters  from  Dr.  Jacob  Bigetow  and  Dr.  George  Hay- 
ward,  ^ii^/y  indor^tinff  the  Hostpital  Report^  close  this  li«t, 
Tbeee  gentlemen  are  disi^jsed  of  by  the  remark,  that  thef 
are  probably  tlie  peraons  alluded  to  in  Dr.  Walker's  letter 
The  former  is  President  of  the  American  Academy.  The 
latter  is  the  first  surgeon  who  ever  used  ether  in  a  cftpitil 
operation,  and  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  die  surgeooi 
of  tlie  Hospital  in  Boston. 

Leaving  all  this  prolonged  and  useless  discussion,  the 
Committee  next  proceed,  in  great  detail,  to  show  that  Dr« 
Jackson,  after  having  made  this  induction  for  four  yearsi 
apoke  of  tt  to  various  persons  in  the  moat  public  and  deciJed 
manner.     They  then  declare,  that,  **  wkeiker  Morton  had 
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^Itfore  in  pursuit  of  this  object  or  not^  as  he  failed  to 
it  till  guided  in  the  right  way  by  a  learned  chemist,  the 
Ipent  of  mankind  as  to  the  chief  merits  of  the  discovery 
he  the  same  in  either  case*"  Why,  then,  it  may  be 
I,  did  the  Committee  think  it  important  to  make  an 
pite  effort  to  prove  that  Dr.  Morton  had  in  fact  made 
fior  experiment?  And  here  it  is  worthy  of  notice^ 
Ihcre  is  nut  the  elighcest  attempt  made  to  reconcile 
fatal  discrepancies,  or  to  obviate  those  stringent  ob- 
Hs  which  had  been  set  forth  in  the  Majority  Report, 
commentd  upon  the  witnesses  in  the  case.  Don  Pedro 
m  and  Dr,  Keep  here  jog  along  together  most  harino- 
ly.  The  Iialf-dozen  personal  enemies  of  Dr,  Morton 
most  satisfactorily,  that  he  unbosomed  liimself  to 
by  admissions  fntal  to  his  own  claims,  and  entirely 
^ance  with  his  course  publicly  pursued  with  everybody 
Ind  on  all  other  occasions ;  and  no  attempt  is  made 
^lain  this  remarkable  selection  of  confidants.*  Mr, 
If,  who^e  testimony  (from  his  knovrn  intelligence  and 
Itanding)  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  Dr*  Morton, 
rho  is  able  to  fix  dates  by  the  decisive  circumstance 
voyage  to  Europe,  is  dismissed  with  the  remark,  that 


ir  readers  are  nlreniiy  fiiniillar  with  the  pruvokiiiu  discrepancy  be- 
ttu;  actions  of  Dr.  JiiLiksun  ami  \\\%  chiiin.  He  has  set  about  wiih 
Bli  zeal  to  correii  the  great  overj*iglit;  but  wo  can  only  conrlole 
IB^UUe  we  i>oint  lo  itic  liUfnes»  of  thn  huir.  It  is  in  vain  that  lie 
{to  tlie  buned  yean  of  Ibe  past  to  rise,  that  lie  may  «tealihily  write 
truths  on  llicir  records  ere  tliey  sink  aguiu  :  unheeding,  they  slum- 
It  b  tn  vain  tliat  he  refers  to  the  utterance  of  familiar  fitcls  in 
S  they  were  printed  long  a^o.  It  In  m  vain  tliat  hi»  friwids  p4iint  to 
ItAtion  and  abihty  :  we  will  admit  it  all,  hut  it  doe»  not  help  hb  case ; 

Knt  are  in  advauee  of  every  thinir,  and  they  condemn  him.  "  Hts 
le«i,  who,  having  nothing  to  say  for  his  conduL-t,  at  length  appeals 
cter:  the  mercy  of  the  court  alone  ran  save  him,'* —  Casket  und 
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"  hi§  statement  eeems  too  vague  to  possess  much  weight,  in 
view  of  so  great  a  mnsa  of  conflicting  testimony,"  and  with 
some  comments  on  the  small  size  of  tlie  vial  of  ether  which 
he  saw  in  Dr.  Morton's  hands*  Mr,  Wi^htman's  te^imony 
(equally  important  and  conclusive)  the  Committee  endet- 
vor  to  tli^jianige,  by  intirnutiiiji;  "  that  there  is  some  esttraor- 
dinary  confusion  in  his  dates  ;  "  carefully  avoiding  all  allusion 
to  those  circumstances  wliicli  render  the  exuct  time  of  his 
interview  with  Dr.  Morton  absolutely  and  deinontftratmlif 
certain,  by  written  as  well  as  internal  evidence  of  the  nv  ' 
satisfactory  character* 

The  Committee,  in  a  farmer  part  of  the  Report,  kd 
introduced  in  italics,  and  quotcti  with  great  emphasis,  the 
statement  of  a  new  deponent  (Mr*  Fowle)^  who  goes  all 
lengths,  and  swears  that  Dr.  Jackson  told  him  in  1842,  thul 
by  the  use  of  ether  you  can  have  a  tooth  extracted  or  a  limh 
cut  off  iciikoui  pain,^  But  it  appears  that  Mr.  Eddy,  in 
1846,  hnd  aslced  Dr.  Jfirkson  "  whether  he  knew  that  ibe 
flesh  of  a  person  asleep  from  ether  could  be  cut  without 
pain  ;  •*  to  which  the  reply  was,  "No;  nor  Morton  either; 
he  is  a  reckless  man,"&c. ;  *'  the  chance  is  he  will  kill  some- 
body yet" 

These  two  deponents  (if  their  testimony  had  been  brought 
together)  would  certainly  seem  to  be  somewhat  at  vnriaace. 
The  Committee  resort  to  tfie  adroit  hypothesis,  that  Dr, 
Jackson  merely  meant,  on  the  last  occasion,  to  «ay  ihltf 
he  did  not  Jcnoto  tlie  fuct, —  not  to  intimate  that  he  did  not 
fully  believe  it.  Tlie  words  actually  used,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, were  oddly  selected,  even  fur  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing belief. 

In  general,  it  may  be  remarked  ttmt  the  tone  of  the  whole 
document  is  unworthy  of  tlie  Committee,  It  has  not,  in  tk 
least,   a  judicial    character.     It  is   an   argument  for  Dr- 
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Jackion^    exactly   such    as    kiJs   attorneys    would    be    likely 
to  have  submitted,  and  which  we   rejilly  tiiink   must  have 
einanjited    from    that   source,    and    Iiave    been    adapted    by 
the  Committee,  without    any   revision   or    modification.     It 
throughout   exa^geratea   the   merit   of  ttie  one,   and   depre- 
ciates that  of  the  other  party.     Thus,  it  m  not  intimated 
that  Sir   nomphrey  Davy,   half  a   century   af^o,   eun^gested 
the  same  general    idea  of  prevention    of  pain,  iu   surgical 
operations, — using,  however,    another   agent    (nitrous    ox- 
ide) ;  that,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  a  case  wai  published 
to    the    medical    world,    of   a    man    liaving    been    rendered 
lethargic  by  the  use  of  ether  mixed  with  ahno^'^jtheric  air; 
the  effects  produced  beiug  declared  to  be  strikingly  ainiilar 
H  those  of  nitrous  oxide,  and  uti^o  highly  dangerous,     Not 
one  word  is  said   of  Dr.   Wells ;    of  his   experiments,  con- 
ducted by  means  of  tlie  agent  recommended  by  Davy  ;   of 
■lorton's    knowledge  of  and  participation  in   those  experi- 
ments  (prior  to  his  purchase  of  sulphuric  ether,  sworn  to 
by  Metcalf) ,  —  not  one  word  of  all  this.     The  reader  is  left, 
instead,  to  infer  that,  to  Dr,  Jackson,  Morton  was  indebted 
for    the   whole   idea  or  conception.     To  him   is   given    the 
concentrated  credit  due  to  the  united  genius  and  labors  of 
all  who  preceded   him.     "  A  great  truth  was  hidden,**  say 
the  Committee,  ''and  by  him  was  first  revealed.*' 

It  is  not  intimated,  that,  during  all  those  four  years.  Dr. 
Jackson  had  never  tried  a  single  experiment  for  the  purpose 
of  demonstrating  the  safety  of  the  agent  employed,  although 
It  wa«,  as  he  well  knew^  supposed  by  the  profession  to  be 
extremely  dnngerotts.  There  is  not  the  slightest  mention  of 
^  the  earnest  or  indefatigable  labors  of  Dr.  Morton  '*  in 
bringing  out  tliis  discovery,  although  we  are  told  by  one  of 
the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital,  "that  he  absolutely  haunted 
On    the    other   hand,  not   a   word    of  comment   ia 


340 


ETHER    DI8COTERY- 


maile  on  the  preposterous  claim  of  Dr,  Jackson,  tbat  the 
iwrijicaiion  of  the  discovery,  no  les«  than  its  miggesiion^ 
wsw  wholly  his. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  attempt  to  refute  Dr.  EtlwarJs'a 
demonstrfition  upon  this  point.  The  minority,  being  unable 
to  2>\\y  any  thing  in  favor  of,  and  unwilling  to  gay  any  thing 
against,  Dr.  Jackson,  preserve,  upon  this  branch  of  their 
inquiry,  a  discreet  silence.  In  other  words^  the  whole  Cem* 
miitee  concur  in  accojxling  to  Dr*  Morton  the  first  actual 
application  of  ether*  We  believe,  indeed,  tliat  the  only 
rebuke  administered  to  Dr.  Jackson  by  the  Committee  ii 
the  very  gentle  one  of  not  being  quite  justified  in  becoming 
a  party  to  the  patent,  "in  violation  of  the  recognized  obliga- 
tion of  medical  brotherhood/* 

Upon  this  subject  of  the  patent,  the  same  disingenuoiw 
course  seems  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  Committee.  Na 
attempt  is  made  to  reconcile  with  the  "present  excluwivi 
claims  of  Dr.  Jackson  the  fact  that  he  c*^nsented  to  hecotae 
a  joint  patentee  with  Dr.  Morton,  and  to  receive  only  one- 
tenth  part  of  its  profits,  and  thereupon  even  took  an  oath 
that  they  were  joint  discoverers."  *  Commenting  severely 
on  Dr.  Morton's  attempt  to  secure  the  patent  for  his  own 
pecuniary    benefit,    no    intimation    is    given   of    the    formal 
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•  What  would  liave  been  Dr.  Jackson's  poaillon,  if  he  had  merelf  per* 
Diitteft  iliiB  clii»L'Overy  to  go  forth  to  the  world  as  —  in  the  «peeificiition 
accompnnyirir  tlit^  patent,  he  made  oath  that  it  reallj  was  —  made  joinily  hf 
himself  and  Dr  Mort<m  *  He  has  only,  therefore,  to  reuiain  silent,  mid  Iw 
in  Mure  of  the  chief  honors  of  the  discovery.  The  rihixm  of  France  »ntl  tJ» 
mediil  of  Swetkn  will  be  his,  and  none  may  chiillenge  his  right  to  we«r 
them.  But,  alas  t  he  sees  fit  to  claim  all,  though  all  wm  virtually  lilt 
before ;  aiid  ho  re&tlxes  the  fate  of  the  dog  in  the  fable,  who  •'  grasped  ll>« 
fihadow,  and  the  sobatance  missed/*  II©  too,  opt'tts  his  mt>uth  i  und  wiml  for- 
tune |?ave,  folly  lost.  Dr.  Jitcltson  must,  indeed,  as  ii  seems  to  tis,  be  elaseed  | 
among  those  who  have  been  *^  mined  at  their  own  request.**  ^ — Caitkei  m 
Ribbon. 
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obtaift  far  kiaiself  mm  saerened  «h«v  of  ks  pralte,  WUe 
tbe  B«{mf  berd^  fadi  Dr.  MohimV  o&r  m  mtHmd^- 
cofcrjr  10  tk  OoifiBwiat,  fbr  file  Hie  of  die  mnj  aod 
aavj«  aod  epnUu  of  Ui  attcsifil  lo  "extort  mmnj  hmtt  tbe 
aalmi^ff  ■iIBiihj.i,'*  k  eoiicmk  1ms  ynimii^ms  offer  of  ito 
080  far  bodi  tbooe  defwrtment^,  on  oocont  of  die  exiscuig 
Mc9ueui  wor,  aod  \m  like  prmimiiomM  o4er  Ibr  die  beoofic  of 
evefy  poUie  chmtaMe  io^nitmi  to  die  United  Stmtes,  .  *  . 

Tbe  docMWcnt  dooei  witb  the  foUomiig  lotelli jcDoe : 
—  Before  die  ink  widi  wMcb  we  penned  our  con* 
•eotenee  was  dnr,  m  telegrapbio  de^poldi  was  kid 
lis  bj  Joseph  L.  Lord,  E^q.,  of  Bootoo*  manouncn^ 
tkal^  on  the  3Uc  of  Jiuitisirv  last,  the  luHitutt  of  Fmnce 
awarded  die  Crooi  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  to  Dr.  Jacksoii, 
■a  the  dieooverer  of  edierijeatioti*  It  h  extrerodv  gratifvijig 
to  ind,  tbat  otir  owo  riewe  concur  with  the  decision  wbadi 
baa  been  pnmouDced  tn  favor  of  Dr.  Jackaon  &y  lAe  moti 
enlighiemed  body  of  gcieniijic  men  in  Me  world,*" 

The  Committee^  tLnfonunatelj-,  were  soon  to  be  deprived 
of  thia  gratificalion.  Like  other  statements  whidi  they  had 
made  on  Mr.  Lonl*s  authority t  this  la^i  —  most  Mattering 
ono — provea  to  have  been  very  highlff  colored  *  Dr.  Jack- 
ton  had  indeed  received  a  ribbon:  but  the  gift  was  in 
oowiao  connected  with  the  French  Instituie;  nnd  lie  was 
bimtelf  at  last  obliged  (when  i>re«s€d  by  various  newspaper 
inquirica)  publicly  to  declare  in  print,  ihtit  he  had  never 
utated  thai  there  had  been  any  formal  decision  of  that 
hoihf  in  hin  favor ;  ami  that  the  above  annuunceinent  in  the 

intirity  Iteport  was   the  result   of  a  telegraphic  mistake, 

e  believe,  however,  that  he  has  never  attempted  to  exphiin 
how  it  happened,  that  hia  attorneys,  in  hl^  name,  and  by 
hia  annetion,  gave  direct  currency  to  the  same  -'mistake'* 
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on  various  other  public  occasions,  and  when   no  telegraph 
was  used  as  the  medium  of  communication.     We  Imnlly 
think  tliat  Dr»  Jtickjjon  will  ever  get  a  verdict  in  hid  fav 
from  the  French  Academy,     It  seems  certain,  at  any  rati 
thtit   his   claims   are   entirely  overlooked  by  the   Ameri' 
Academy ;    since    that    learned    body    has    not    even    pub- 
lirihed,    in    its    new  volume,  Dr.  Jackdon*s  communication, 
setting   forth  his  pretentions  as    the  discoverer  of  ethi 
tlon. 

A  voluminous  Appendix  accompanies  this  Minority  Be 
port,  Tlie  reader  will  find  there  all  the  affidavits  in  the 
case^  which  he  has  seen  so  often  in  former  publicatiouh 
and  which  must  by  this  time  luive  assumed  a  very  familiiu' 
aspect.  An  unexpected  discovery  will,  however,  reward 
his  patient  invceitigations,  as  he  draws  near  the  close  of 
the  |Kim[jhlet.  He  will  there  find  various  documents  upon 
Dr.  Morton *8  side»  which  (as  it  would  seem)  must  have  got 
into  their  ji resent  company  by  accident  or  inadvertence  <»d 
the  part  of  the  Conunittee.  There  are  the  depositions  of 
Spear  and  Lcavitt,'  upon  which  the  Majority  Report  had 
been  led  to  speiik  of  the  *'  professional  irregularity  of  i»ne  ih 
Dr.  Jackson's  attorneys."  A  most  important  letter  frum 
Dr.  Augustus  A.  Gould,  of  Boston,  also  is  tliere,  charging 
those  gentlemen  with  "a  breach  of  courtesy  and  confi- 
dence; '*  exposing  various  inaccuracies  in  their  statemeuts; 
and  expressly  averring,  that  Dr.  Morton,  on  an  occasion 
alluded  to,  did  mention  to  him  his  early  experimenta,  niade 

*  With  an  entire  uncondciou«ne»9  of  demerit,  Mr.  Lar&,  accompanied  hf 
a  professional  bnither,  waits  on  Mr   LertvUt,  nm\  »ftjr8,  *'  Now,  Mr.  LvaTill 
whrtt  did  yon  iniian  by  swearing  tJmt  I  sought  lo  bribe  yon  '  **     Me  repU 
*^  You  or  Mr.  Ijohl  told  nie  that  /  should  hte  noitnNg  by  #ignin|f  »«ich 
Ktateinent ;  and  /  )€$tpjfosrd  you  meant  to  tjivf.  me  tGmcthinif^  if  1  would.' 
Lorfl  tlicn  a^kcd  Mr.  Lcavitt.  if  tliat  waa  ali  the  ground  ftir  tayirt^  his  ha 
bribed  hirn,     Mr.  Leuvitt  replied  in  Uie  umnnative.  —  Vaakrt  and  RibUm, 
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I  the  interview  with  Jackson;  adding,  *^ Indeed  I  had 
many  reasons  Jbr  believhig  that  experiment 'i  nf  ike  nature 
if^cifitd  by  him  had  been  performed J^     There  is  another 
most  fievere  letter  from  Mr.  Metofilf*  oliar^incir  Dr.  Jnekson'a 
ittorneys  with  *'  positive  falsehood." .  .  .  These  latter  docu- 
ments throw  great  light  upon  the  mode  in  which  this  contro- 
verej  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Jackson  and 
his  friends,     ^one  of  them  had  before  appeared  in  print; 
and  verily  we  are  astomshed  thai  Dr.  Jackson  and  his 
friends   should   now   tmsh  to   circulate   them,    .    .   *    An 
excellent  letter  also  appears,  addressed   by  Dr.   Oliver  W, 
Holmes   (the    poet-physician  J   to   Hon*   Isaac  C*   Morse,  in 
which  he  Bays,  "  It  is  well  known  that  Dr,  Morton,  instead 
of  profiting  by  his  discovery,  has  suffered  in  mind,  body, 
and   estate,   in   consequence   of  tbe   tune   and    toil    he  has 

fDsecrated  to  it, 
**!  have  no  particular  relations  with  Dr#  Morton,  and  no 
interest  in  common  with  hiu»,  to  bias  me  in  my  opinion  and 
feelings.  But,  remembering  what  other  countries  have  done 
for  their  public  benefactors,  and  unwilling  to  believe  that  a 
rich  and  prosperous  republic  cannot  afford,  and  will  not 
incline,  to  indulge  its  gratitude  whenever  a  proper  occasion 
presents  itself,  I  have  addressed  you  this  line  to  tell  you, 
that  /  think  note  is  the  iimtf  and  this  is  the  man/* 

Finally,  a  communication  is  published  by  which  the  high 
authority  of  Dr.  James  Jackson,  of  Lioston,  is  claimed  fijr 
Dr,  Morton,  whom  he  considers  entitled  to  a  grant  from 
Congress  for  the  "  ether  discovery,  more  than  any  and  all 
other  persons  in  the  world. '^  And  we  find  also  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Henry  J*  liigelow,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  surgeons 
of  the  Hospital,  to  Mr.  Wintbrop,  which  so  ably^  clearly^ 
and    concisely   states    the    whole     argument    in    favor    of 


I 


Morton »  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  it  entire.' 
Dr.  B,  is  of  the  opinion  of  Palcy,  who  says,  "  He  alone 
discovers  who  ptwes*''   ,   •  . 

•  "  Boston,  Jan.  26, 184^ 
*'  Dear  Sir,  —  Leiiniing  that  Dr.  Morton  la  in  WiLshingtoD^aod  being  muci 
interested  m  the  ether-con trfiversjr,  I  mke  ihe  liberty  to  write  to  70a, 

*'  I  believe  nxoat  fui\y$  that  Dr.  Morton  ileiservei  any  reward  Coogren  mtf 
grant  to  the  di*eo*'ereri  because,  altlioygli  nuinj  pet»ple  hAve  ihougkt  Uuti 
man  eoulfl  be  intoxicated  beyond  the  reach  of  pain,  ]>r.  Morton  alone /'wrt/ 
this  previom  possibili'tif  to  be  a  ctriaintif,  and  sn/e*  A  diagmm  will  make  tlw 
matter  plainer  than  words :  — 


Jitifore  Oetobur^  1»I6. 
Wlio  niodcn  th«  soggeadon  ? 
Here  b  the  oiUy  gnmad  of 
dlKpiite. 


Dl«c<>\>?ry  In  0*;t<)l»«r,  1«46. 

ConsKvutlve    ex|j«rtmeiut«i 

by  MiJrton* 


4Ptr  October.  IN*. 
Mnrfm*  atant  totik  iht  ^ 

prov«>ti  tliat  (jther  »*8i  !**♦ 


*•  Ttie  two  last  points,  viz.  the  consecutive  experiraenis  and  their  confirtnt* 
lion,  which  noWy  flisputta  to  Morton,  make  him,  in  my  eye*,  the  diacov€«r* 
The  only  doubt  h,  Who  made  the  sHfjtfrsiionf  To  mt  this  ts  uf  tm  im/ioff«*''« 
Dr.  Jackson  m^^b,  '  1  did.  I  toltl  Mr.  Morion  to  try  the  exiH?riment;  an* 
uulL'd»  1  had  so  told  him,  he  would  never  have  tried  it.'  Dr.  Jackson  fldtl«« 
'  I  first  tried  ether  when  I  was  suflering  from  chlorine  in  1842.  I  aflerwud* 
recommended  it  to  Mr.  FcnbiMly.'  But  Dr.  Morton  confutes  eveo  thci* 
positions.  He  says  to  Dr.  Jackson, —  1st,  I  show  by  the  evidence  of  Dt 
Gould,  3Ir,  Wightuian,  nnd  Mr.  Metcalf  thut  I  was  experimenting  wil'' 
ether  before  the  inierview  in  wliieh  you  claim  to  have  brought  it  to  inf 
notit*e.  2tl,  in  1S42,  you  unly  rediscovered  what  was  before  clearly  in  (wiDt 
in  Pcreira's  Materia  Medica.  itd^  You  claim  to  have  told  Mr.  Peahody  wliit 
you  knem  of  eihcr.  Now,  you  could  not  ktmw  jL  You  have  stated  all  yo«tf 
grounds  of  deduct  ion.  and  the  widest  inference  you  could  draw  from  tJwA 
is  a  snsptrion  of  the  properties  of  ether;  and  a  suspicitm  in  science,  an  irnts^ 
Jirmtd  theory,  amounts  to  nothing.  Finully,  what  you  clnini  to  havv  (lu^ 
covered  in  1842  you  kept  to  yourself  during  four  years.  Do  you  expect 
the  world  to  believe  you  knew  its  value  I  Do  you  expect  it  to  reward  y»J« 
for  letting  people  suffer  during  that  length  of  rime  ?  Besides,  the  suggestJOn 
of  ansesthetie  af^cncii?H  occurred  to  Davy  :  especially  was  it  followed  oil* 
lliough  unsucces^Hfuily,  by  Horace  Wcilsi,  who,  disgusted  with  fiidui-e,  sban- 
doned  his  attempts.  ^ — ^  These  and  others  had  hypolhe&est  as  well  as  Pr. 
Jackson.    Morton  aiune  proved  the  hypothesis.     Without  Morton,  tlie 
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Finally,  then,  we  would  express  our  conviction,  that  the 
positions  txiken  by  Dr.  Edwards  are  not  in  the  slightest 
iegree  weakened  by  any  of  the  argiuuents  in  the  Minority 
Report ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  confirmed  by 
varioiiB  new  documents,  which,  had  they  not  been  so  unac- 
countably appended  to  that  Report,  would  probably  never 
have  seen  the  l!;i:ht.  The  two  Reports,  indeed,  as  it  seems 
lo  us,  should  be  examined  in  the  reversed  order. 

We  believe,  that,  if  any  candid  or  unprejudiced  person, 
afier  reading  ike  Minority  Report^  will  take  up  that  of  Dr. 
Edwards,  he  will  find  it  to  be  a  complete  a  priori  refuta- 
tion of  all  that  has  since  been  so  plausibly  advanced  in  Dr. 
Jackson's   behalf. 

We  sincerely  congratulate  Dr,  Morton  upon  the  fact  that 
the  opinion  is  contitantly  becoming  more  and  more  strong 
and  general,  that  to  his  efforts  and  labors  the  world  owes 
one  of  its  choicest  ble^sings^  Though  the  honors  already 
f^ceived  by  himJiave,  through  Dr.  Jackson's  instrumentality, 
oeen  turned  into  insults,  and  tlie  compensation  fairly  his 
due  from  Government  has,  through  the  same  instrumental- 


00  eiidence  that  the  world  would  have  known  ether  till  the  present  day,  I 
^liet^  thi»  coirers  the  groond  of  importoiit  argumoot  and  differeDce  in  tbe 
pwaphJeti. 

"I  beg  you  to  allow  for  any  inelegancies^  resulting  fVom  my  attempt  at 
tiTetityt  and  to  believe  me,  very  truly  mid  respeettully,  your  obedient  friend 
iod  leryant, 

"  Mr.  Winthrop."  **  Henuy  J.  Bigelow. 

There  is  not  probably  a  niore  skilful  iargeon  in  the  United  States  tfmn 
Dr.  Bij^low.  Ue  haa  just  been  up|>ointed  Fmfessor  of  Surgery  in  the  Maa- 
iai!bu»cttA  Medical  College,  on  tlse  resignation  of  Dr.  George  Hay  ward.  To 
i  great  power  of  imparting  information  orally,  he  unites  a  condensed  style  of 
irriting.  He  apparently  entertains  the  opinion,  well  expressed  by  a  contera- 
yortjy  reviewer,  respecting  productions  moderate  in  hulk  and  portable,  vi«. 
Irat  '•  the  light  akiif  will  shoot  the  cHtamctii  of  time,  when  a  heavier  vessel 
(rill  in^libly  go  down." —  Casket  and  RMon* 
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ity,  been  as  yet  withheld,  we  cannot  doubt  that  his  services 
will  eventually  obtain  a  fitting  reward,  and  that  they  will 
command  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  country  and  of  man- 
kind. 

It  seems  to  us  that  these  efforts  of  Dn  Jackson  and  his 
friends  have  signally  failed.  On  the  one  hand,  the  casket 
is,  in  our  opinion,  something  more  than  "  a  snuff-box  by 
way  of  chanty  ;  "  and,  on  the  other  band,  the  RIBBON  ia 
somcthinrr  LESS  than  "  a  unanimous  decision  of  the  French 

o 

Institute,  after  a  full  siftmg  of  all  the  evidence." 


VI.     AWARD  OF   THE   FRENCH   INSTITUTE. 

In  March,  1850,  the  French  Institute  pronounced 
an  award  in  the  matter  of  the  ether-discovery.  The 
first  prize  of  medicine  and  surgery » for  the  years  184il 
and  1848,  was  decreed  to  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Mor- 
ton jointly.  The  Committee  of  Medical  and  Surgical 
Prizes  consisted  of  Messrs,  Velpeau,  Royer,  Serres, 
Magendie,  Dumcril,  Andral,  Flourcns,  Lallemand, 
and  Kouse,  Various  learned  labors  were  considered 
and  discussed  by  the  Committee ;  but  the  discovery 
of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  ether  was  regarded 
as  the  most  important  of  them  all.  The  language  of 
the  award  is  as  follows :  '*  Mi\  Jacksou  and  Mr. 
Morton  were  necessary  to  each  other.  Without  theJ 
earnestness,  the  preconceived  idea,  the  courage,  not  to 
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y  the  audacity,  of  the  latter,  the  fact  observed  by 
r,  Jackson  might  have  long  remained  unapplied  ; 
id,  but  for  the  fact  observed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the 
ea  of  Mr,  Morton  would  perhaps  liave  been  barren 
id  ineffectual."  ♦  IVo  thousand  five  hundred  francs 
•e  therefore  awarded  to  Mr,  Jackson  *'  for  his  ob- 
lations and  experiments  on  the  anaesthetic  effects 
'  the  inhalation  of  ether;"  f  and  the  same  sum  to 
Ir.  Morton  '*  for  having  introduced  this  method  into 
irgical  practice,  pursuant  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr. 
ackson."  J 


It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance,  that,  though  ether 
■8  been  used  at  the  Hospital  since  its  first  introduc- 
ion  in  more  than  six  hundred  cases,  it  has  never 
^en  attended  with  any  injurious  results.  Dr,  Hay- 
?ard  has  always  used  sulphuric  ether.  The  Drs, 
Varren  have  preferred  a  preparation  of  chloric  ether, 
'hich  differs,  as  I  understand,  from  chloroform  only 
i  the    proportion    in    which    it   is    combined    with 

p*'M«  Jackson  et  M.  Morion  ont  etc  nccessairea  I'un  h  Tautre.  Sans 
instances^  la  prdoouupMioii,  et  Ic  couraget  poyr  ne  pas  dirie  Taudace,,  de 
ui-ci,  rotwervaliou  Mtc  par  M.  Jackson  aiiratt  pu  reater  longtemps  inap- 
qi^i  et  sans  le  fait  ob^en'^  par  M.  Jackson^  la  penst^  de  M.  Morton 
niit  peut4tre  sterile  et  sans  ftWeib." 

t**  Pour  sea  observations  et  ses  experiences  but  lea  eOets  aneethetiq^uea 
idiiitf  par  I'inhalation  de  I'tHber/* 

I  *'  Pour  avoir  introduit  ectte  nx^thodo  dans  la  pratique  chinirg[ca.ler 
pr^  le*  indications  do  M.  Jackson/' 
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alcohol.  I  close  this  chapter  with  the  following 
statement,  kindly  furnished  by  Dr.  Borland,  one  of 
the  House  Physicians :  — 

MaMachosetts  General  Hoepitilt 
May  12,  1851. 
Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch,  Esq. 

Sir, —  In  accordance  with  jour  desire,  I  have  examined  th^ 
•  Sargical  Records  of  the  Hospital,  and  find,  that,  since  Jan.  1»  18^ 
there  have  been  performed  — 

Under  sulphuric  ether 186 

„     chloric  ether 138 

„     chloraform 25 

„     nitrous  oxide  gas 1 

850^2Sr 
During  this  time,  in  cases  of  out-patients, 
medical  patients,  setting  of  fractured  limbs, 
dressings,  &c  ether  has  been  employed  in 
at  least 150|SJ' 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  Nelson  Borland, 

House  Pkyncian  to  MassachtuetU  Gentrai  Hotp^^^ 

*  Prior  to  January,  1848,  ether  had   been  used   at  the  Hospital  is' 
hundred  and  thirty-two  cases  (see  p.  218) ;  making  a  (rrand  total  of  six  )m«*' 
dred  and  thirty-two  cases.    It  is,  indeed,  there  resorted  to  in  erery  serl"^ 
operation. 


CHAPTER    X. 

184S— 1851, 

iDixG  AT  Hospital. —  Gift  of  Thtsteks. — Co§t  or  the  Two  New 
isfn»,  &e,  ^-  DBATit  OF  Dr.  Evocit  Hale.  —  All  ruRTnEii  Etheh  Cox- 

OTER8T  DKCLl?fEI>.  —  Ga«, — ^  DeVISE  OF  JoR^N  D.  WlLLtAM!!  OF  StORE 

'oRTn  Sevkt^teen  Tiior8ANi>  Dollar*.  — Frek  Bkhs  tlacko  at  dis- 
i«AL  or  fiiR  ExEcrTORs.  —  Bequest  of  B,  R.  NicitoL!*,  Six  TuorsAND 

VLAUB, —  BEQtlESTfi  or  .ToTt?f    BrOMFIKLB,  IX    ALL   FoBTT  Tn01*f AMD 

LLAfis*  —  Mr.  Hooper  bkstgns  as  Chairman,  and  is  electeh  Vice- 
EVIDENT.  —  Bequest  of  Henry  Todd,  Five  Thottiand  Dollars. — 

^KiTH  OF  Dr.  John  D.  Fisher.  —  Addition  to  LriiOoE  *t  the  AsvLmt, 
Post-mortem  Examinations.  ^- Death  of  SirrNoR  Sahti.  —  New 
nation  of  William  Applkton,  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars. — 

Iigqt  Watch  at  Asylum,  —  Resignation   of   Dr.   Hatward:  his 

'dk'SSQ    AND  YALUABLE    SeRVICKS*  —  VoTES    OF    TRUSTEES. — ^  VARIOLOID 

ift  Hospital.  —  Votes  of  TuirtTKEs.  —  Lzoacy  of  Dr,  Charles  W. 
P^iLpER,  Twenty  Thousawi)  Dollars,  —  Leb  Donations  of  I85i0. 
^Dix  Ward  at  Asylum  named  in  honor  op  Miss  Dtx. 

P  the  annual  meeting,  Jan,  26,  1848,  Messrs.  Amos 
Lawrence  and  Charles  H.  Mills  were  elected  Trus- 
«,  in  place    of    Charles    Arnory  and   William    T. 
idrews,  who,  having  declined    a  re-election,  were 
l.nked  for  their  ''  very  ftiithful  and  acceptable  ser- 
es/'    Feb.  6,  all  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Officers, 
nds  of  both  departments,  and  Standing  Conimittees, 
^re  re-elected*     The  following  was  the  organization 
the  Hospital  at  this  period  :    William  Appleton, 
esident ;  Theodore  Lyman,  Vice-President ;  Henry 
udrews,  Treasurer;  Marcus  Mortoa,  jun.  Secretary; 
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Nathaniel  L  Bowditch,  George  M-  Uexter,  Hobert 
Hooper,  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  Francis  C,  LoweU 
Charles  H.  Mills,  J.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Edwarc 
Wigglesworth,  Trustees  on  part  of  the  CorporatioMi 
Thomas  Lamb,  J,  Wiley  Edmands,  John  A.  Lowell 
and  Henry  B.  Rogers,  Trnstees  on  pait  of  the  Com 
monwealth  ;  Urs,  James  Jackson,  George  C.  Shat 
tuck,  John  Jeffries,  Edward  Reynolds,  Board  o: 
Consultation  ;  Drs-  Jacob  Bigelow,  Henry  L  Bo 
ditch,  John  D.  Fisher,  John  B.  S.  Jackson,  Enod 
Hale,  O,  W,  Holmes,  Visiting  Physicians  ;  l)rs.  John 
C.  Warren,  George  Hayward,  Solomon  D;  Townsend, 
Henry  X  Bigelow,  Samuel  Parkman,  J.  Mason  War- 
ren, Visiting  Surgeons ;  Dr*  Wm.  Henry  Thayer, 
Admitting  Physician;  Richard  Girdler,  Superin- 
tendent of  Hospital;  Ur.  Bell,  Physician  and  Super 
iutendent  of  Asylum;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Tyl^^ 
Steward  and  Matron,  Two  thousand  copies  of  tb 
annual  report  ordered.  March  19,  salary  of  tt 
Admitting  Physician  was  fixed  at  two  hundred  dd| 
lurs*  The  subject  of  arranging  a  system  of  keepin 
the  books  of  the  Institution,  so  that  the  TreasurejB 
accounts  may  show  the  exact  amount  of  receipts  an^ 
expenditures  of  both  departments,  was  discussed,  ai^ 
referred  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  subsequently  made  I 
report;  and  the  following  vote  was  adopted,  riz- 
•*  That  the  auditor's  certificate  of  the  correctness  oi 
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the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Steward  of  the  Asylum 
und  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  may  he 
taken  by  the  Treasurer  as  sufficieot  authority  for 
entries  in  his  books,  in  accordance  with  said  accounts." 
May  7,  Mrs,  Girdler  was  requested  to  purchase  a  suit- 
able wedding-gift  to  be  presented  to  Thomas  W. 
Hickford  and  Elizabeth  JITntire,  as  a  token  of  the 
appreciation  by  the  Trustees  of  their  long  and  faith- 
ftJ  services  at  the  Hospital,  May  21,  the  subject  of 
autopsies  was  referred  to  Mr.  Bowditch,  who,  on 
June  4,  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted,  and 
ordered  to  be  placed  on  file.  The  Buihling  Com- 
mittee reported,  that  the  new  west  wing  cost  $29,500  ; 
east  wing,  $28,000;  furnishing,  |19,000;  repairing 
centre,  rebuilding  old  east  wing  cellar  throughout, 
^hree  reservoirs,  copper  gutters,  old  kitchen,  outside 
painting,  $24,000  ;  new  kitchen,  $16,500 ;  autopsy- 
''^^otn,  sheds,  chains,  roads,  sodding,  fences,  $3,000 ; 
^otal,  $120,000.  On  July  2,  a  new  ventilation  of  the 
^**i^th  wing  of  the  Asylum  was  ordered.  Aug*  16, 
^rs.  W.  O.  Johnson  and  R.  W.  Oliphant  were  chosen 
Honse  Physicians,  Dr,  D,  D.  Slade  and  W.  H. 
Thomdike  House  Surgeons ;  John  E,  Hathaway 
oeing  re-elected  Apothecary,  Nov.  5,  House  Phy- 
^vcians  and  Surgeons  were  ordered  to  carry  forward 
L  ^he  Indexes  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Records,  as 
L    i^coramended    by   Dr.    Thayer.     Nov.    19,   *' Voted, 
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that  the  members  of  this  Board  have  heard  with  pw>-| 
found  emotion  of  the  decease  of  Dr*  Enoch  Hale, 
late  one  of  the  Visiting  Physicians  of  tlie  IJospital." 
"  Voted  that  the  Trustees,  while  they  moum  his  loss, 
in  eonrmon  with  their  follow-citizens,  as  one  of  thp 
most  distinguished  and  useful  members  of  the  pri>- 
fession  which  he  adorned,  have  especial  cause  for 
regret  in  the  fact^  that  by  his  loss  the  institution  com- 
mitted to  their  charge  is  deprived  of  one  of  its  oldest, 
most  useful,  and  most  successful  medical  officers/' 

Dec.  3,  1848,  the  Trustees  request  the  Admit- 
ting Physician  to  aim  at  an  equality  in  numbei;  of 
male  and  female  patients  at  Hospital.  Dec.  Vr 
Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Mills  were  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  annual  report.  This  report  occupies  fivO 
pages,  and,  with  the  documents  annexed,  forms  0' 
pamphlet  of  thirty-two  pages.  It  mentions  the  in- 
come  of  the  year  as  $17,225;  the  property  as  beings" 
1154,133,82;  being  a  reduction  of  |13,959,0(3,  caused 
by  extensive  akerations  and  repairs  at  Asylum,  and 
the  final  payments  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Hos-  f 
pitah  It  states  that  the  bequests  of  Messrs,  John 
Redman  and  William  Oliver  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. They  probably  will  not  be  for  several  years 
to  come.  It  mentions  the  donation  of  John  D.  WiU 
Hams,  of  a  store  valued  at  Jf^l 5,000;  now  worth 
$17,000,  and  rented  for  |1,050;  and  says/*  Since  the 
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of  the  Treasurer's  account,  this  legacy  has 
been  gratefully  accepted  by  the  Trustees,  who  have 
teadcred  to  the  representatives  of  the  deceased 
tlieir  acknowledgments  for  this  last  evidence  of  his 
bounty,"  The  report  thus  notices  the  death  of 
Ur.  Hale :  — 

"The  institutloa  has,  within  the  past  yeiir,  been  called 
upon  to  lament  the  loss  of  one  of  their  oldest  and  most 
valued  officers.  Dr.  Enodr  Hiilci  one  of  the  Vj^jtiog  Phy- 
mi\m  of  tlie  HuspituI  since  1838 »  died  on  the  12tli  of 
November  Inst,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  Hale  was 
widely  known,  as  well  from  hid  devotion  to  his  own  profes- 
fiion,  in  which  he  held  a  di?lin;i;iH8hed  poiJiition  fnirn  an 
earlj  period  of  his  life,  as  hum  bis  ardent  zeal  in  the 
pursuit  of  other  bnincbes  of  .science.  In  tlie  performance 
of  Lis  duties  at  the  ILjppitril,  he  evinced  in  a  remarkable 
J«gree  that  fidelity  and  tcnderneiss  of  feeling  which  in  \m 
pfivate  ]>racticc  gained  for  bini  many  friends,  wbo  regarded 
liiiii  with  affection  and  respect.  Hid  whole  life  was  graced 
oy  a  pnrity  of  heart  which  w*on  the  confidence  of  all  who 
*efe  in  any  way  associated  with  him  here»  and  which,  we 
niay  humbly  trusty  lias  won  for  liiin  its  high  reward  in 
Wven." 

Weekly  expense  of  each  patient  at  Hospital,  $4.73  ; 

being  ninety-one  cents  less  than  preceding  year.  The 
expenses  at  the  Asylum  were  §'33,130.09;    the   re- 

teeipts,  f  36.506.52.  Its  inmates  at  end  of  the  year, 
seventy-seven  males,  eighty-four  females :  total,  a 
hundred    and    sixty-one.   ^It    appears    that    '^  during 
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the  year  extensive  alterations  have  been  made 
the  north  wing  of  the  Asylum,  amounting  neari 
to  the  entire  remodelling  of  the  interior  of  that 
portion  of  the  building,"  at  a  cost  of  some^rhat 
more  than  six  thousand  dollars.  Dn  BelFs  report 
contains  a  detailed  statement  of  these  alterations, 
and  some  important  remarks  on  modes  of  ventila- 
tion generallyj  and  a  statement  of  means  here  re- 
sorted to.  In  interest  and  importance  it  does  not 
fall  behind  his  reports  of  former  years,  Dec.  29* 
in  Hospital,  sixty-four  males,  thirty-nine  females: 
Americans,  thirty-nine ;  foreigners,  sixty-four :  total, 
a  hundred  and  three* 

Jan.  12,  1849,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jack- 
son, with  many  accompanying  documents,  was  pre* 
sented  by  the  Chairman,  and  laid  on  the  table.  "A 
commuuicatiou  from  Moses  Williams,  Esq.»  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  informing  this  Board  that  his  late 
brother,  John  D.  Williams,  de\ised  to  this  institution 
the  store  No.  17  and  18,  Blaekstone  Street,  in  Boston, 
upon  certain  conditions  and  for  certain  purposes 
expressed  in  his  will,  an  extract  from  which  was 
also  sent  Whereupon  voted  that  the  Trustees 
gratefully  accept  this  devise,  acknowledging  in  it 
a  renewed  instance  of  that  bounty  to  which  upon 
other  occasions  the  institution  has  been  so  largely 
indebted ;  the  said  real  estate  to  be  always  retained 
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I  unsold,  and  the  income  thereof  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  free  beds  in  the  Hospital,  as  directed  by 
laid  testator."  Jan.  17,  a  printed  ''memorial"  of 
the  Messrs,  Lord,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson, 
was  several  days  since  transmitted  to  each  Trustee 
of  this  institution,  asking  a  revision  of  the  views 
expressed  in  the  last  annual  report  respecting  the 
ether-discovery;  and  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jackson,  with 

iurious  accora pausing  documents,  was  at  the  last 
aeeting  laid  before  the  Board.  And  letters  upon 
be  same  subject  from  Theodore  Metcalf,  Esq.,  and 
)r.  A*  A,  Gould,  having  also  been  received,  it  was 
voted  that  any  further  action  of  the  Board  in 
j^jelation  to  the  ether-controversy  is  wholly  unneces- 
^■aj^*/*  ^'  Voted  also  that  copies  of  the  above  vote 
^Ae  transmitted  to  Dr.  Jackson  and  to  Dr.  Morton 
^Kespectively.*" 

^t  Jau,  24,  Dr.  Thayer  presented  his  second  volume 
of  the  Medical  Index.  The  Steward  was  authorized 
to  hire  the  Joy  Farm  for  one  year  at  five  hundred 
.  dollars.  Copies  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Mctcalf  and 
■Dr*  Gould,  asked  for  by  the  attorneys  of  Dr.  Jack- 
son, were  refused  ;  a  similar  request  from  Dr.  Morton 
having  been  previously  declined* 

At   the    annual   meeting   of    the    Corporation    in 

anuary^  1849,  the  same  Trustees  were  re-elected  ; 

ilUam  S.  Bullard,  Esq.,  being  chosen  by  the  Visit- 
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ors  in  place  of  Mr.  Edrnaiids,  wbo  had  declined  it 
re-election,  and  was  thanked  for  his  services,  Feb. 
18,  all  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Officers,  &c.,  were 
re-elected;  and  Dr*  D,  Humphreys  Storerwas  chosei 
a  VisitinLj  Physician,  in  place  of  Dr.  Hale,  deceased 
and  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Abbot,  the  Admittinsj  PUvsician- 
in  place  of  Dr.  Thayer.  Fifteen  hundred  copies  af| 
the  annual  report  were  ordered.  March  4,  Messrs- 
Rogers  and  Wigglesworth  were  chosen  a  Standing 
Committee  on  the  library ;  and  fifty  dollars  was 
appropriated  towards  the  medical  library.  It  was 
also  '*  voted  that,  in  all  cases,  letters  of  guardianship 
shall  be  required  to  be  taken  out,  or  the  removal 
of  the  patient  from  the  Asylum  insisted  on,  in  all 
cases  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superiutcnd- 
ent  and  the  Visiting  Committee,  it  shall  be  thought 
expedient/* 

May  20,  the  executors  of  the  late  Benjamin  R. 
Nichols  transmitted  six  thousand  dollars,  being  the 
amount  bequeathed  by  him  to  the  institution,  *•  The 
Trustees  accept  with  gratitude  this  nninificent  be- 
quest, and  tender  to  the  executors  their  thanks  for 
the  prompt  and  liberal  manner  in  which  they  have 
carried  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  testator." 
June  8,  the  Visiting  Committee's  record  states,  *•  Told 
John  Ferris,  that,  if  he  was  ngain  found  smoking 
in  the  ward,  he  would  be  discharged  immediately." 
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Sunday,  Aug.  12,  1849,  the  record  reads,  *'  An   nd- 
journed    meeting    of   the    Board    was    held    at    the 
Hospital,    after    evening    service.      The    Secretaiy, 
having  recently  met  with  a  severe  railroad  accident, 
was  unable  to  attend,  and  desired  me  to  act  in  his 
behalf      At    tlie    hour  appointed    for    the    meeting, 
there  was  a  violent  storm  ;    and  most   of  tlie   Board 
pass  their   summer   months    in    the    country.      The 
result  was,  that  not  a  single  member  of  the   Boiird 
attended,  a  circumstance  which  probably  never  hap- 
pened before.*     Many  years   ago,  on  one  occasion, 
I  was  the  only  member  present.     N.  I.  Bowditch," 
Aug.  iiO,  Drs.  Charles    1).   Homuns    and   Charles 
G.  Adams  were  elected  House  Surgeons ;   and,  on 
Aug.  24,  Drs.  Calvin   Ellis  and  Waldo  J,  Burnett, 
House   Physicians ;    John    E*    Hathaway    being    re- 
elected  House   Apothecary.     Sept.    16,  Dr.    Holmes 
declined   a  re-election  as  Visiting   Physician.     Nov. 
4,  a  communication  from  the  Medical  Officers,  as  to 
a   change   in    the    names   and    qualifications    of  the 
House  Officers,  and  as  to  special  rooms  for  patients 
whose   presence  in   the  wards  is   injurious   to  other 
patients,  was  referred  to  Messrs*  Bovvditch  and  Law- 
rence, who,  on  the  first  subject  submitted  to  them, 

•  It  hud  hftppene-fl  onee  before,  and  Una  hnppened  mice  flince.  And  there 
liaru  been  VAHOua  ocendioiid  when  only  one  Trustee  was  prt^aent ;  viz.  Jtine 
II,  l83o,  >lr.  Bond  ;  Jjin,  6,  ISBO,  Mr.  Tuckerman ;  Aug.  6,  1813,  Mr,  An- 
drews ;  Aug.  8,  IS47,  Mr.  Hooper,  &c.  &c. 
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reported  in  favor  of  the  proposed  change.    Nov.  l 
gasi  was  ordered  to  be  introduced  into  the  Hospital, 
under  the  superintcndcuce  of  Mr.  Dexter.     Dec.  16, 
Messi's,  Bullard   and  Wigglesworth  were   appointed] 
to  prepare  the  annual  report.     This  report  occupies 
six  pages,  and,  with  the  accorapanying  document, 
forms  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-three  pages.    It  states  tlifi 
income  of  the  year  at  $22,620.51,  —  the  property, 
exclusive  of  reversionary  interests   and  the  edifices, 
&c,  at   the   two  departments,  at   $169,466.51;   the 
part  invested  and  yielding  income  being  $156,898.93. 
The  present  income  is  shown   to  be  insufficient  for 
the  wants  of  the  Hospital,  without  annual  aid  from 
the    benevolent.      It   contains  the   following   appro- 
priate notice  of  two  deceased  benefactors :  — 

"  During  the  pfist  year,  we  have  been  calleil  to  aiourn  the 
death  of  the  Vice*Presidcnt  of  this  Carporation,  the  Hon* 
Theodore  Lyinan,  a  gentleman  whose  pulbhetl  manners 
and  cuhivatecl  mind  made  him  an  ornament  uf  the  social 
circle ;  whose  ability,  uioial  worth*  and  public  8pint,  gained 
him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fello\v*citizens,  and 
raised  him  to  the  head  of  our  nmnicipal  government ;  whose 
w^oi-ds  of  kindness  and  acts  of  charity  are  held  in  grateful 
remembrance  by  many  hearts ;  and  whose  munlticeut  doDa-| 
tions  and  bequests,  particularly  those  to  the  Stale  Refonn 
Sclioul,  place  liim  in  the  front  rank  of  tlie  founders  and 
benefactors  of  benevolent  institutions  in  this  common- 
wealth. 

"  The  past  year  has  nl^o  witnessed  the  decease  of  another 
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bWIc  benefnctor,  John  Bromfield,  Esq.,  who«e  will  con- 
lined,  among  innny  other  numificent  bequests  to  piihllc 
objecti*,  one  of  forty  thousand  dollars  to  this  institution. 
One  hiilf  of  this  sum  is  bequeathed  to  the  Hai*]ntal  in  Bos- 
ton, the  other  half  to  the  M*Lean  Asylum.  This  beqiie.^t, 
however,  like  some  others  above  alluded  to,  is  reversionary, 
and  does  not  add  to  the  present  means  of  the  institutiun. 
Mr.  BrorafieUrs  generosity  and  public  spirit  had  been  already 
evineed  in  a  conspicuous  manner  by  the  donation  which  he 
tle^  a  few  years  since,  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
the  Boston  Athenjeiira.  Notwithstanding  these  acts  of 
enility,  Mr,  Bromfield  was  not  a  seeker  of  notice  or  of 
aiae*  His  habits  were  retired,  and  his  manner  un pretend- 
Ig.  He  was  remarkable  for  integrity,  for  sound  judgment, 
id  fur  quiet  resolution.  Whatever  lie  believed  to  be  his 
'luty,  he  did.  He  is  remembered  fi)r  his  public  bounty ; 
but  he  deserves  as  much  respect  fur  his  private  virtues. 
Those  who  knew  him  best  esteemed  him  most." 

Mr.  Girdler's  report  contains  the  usual   statistics, 

aad  shows  the  weekly  expense  of  each   patient  to 

have  been  $4.55,     The  expenses  of  the  Asylum  were 

■37,601  5t;  the  net  receipts,  $38,988.31;  and  this 

■St'partment    has    been    crowded    through    the   year. 

ibe  report  states  that  but  little  has  been  expended 

^n  the  buildings.     It   mentions  the  introdtiction  of 

into  the  HospitaL     Dr.   BeUs   report   is    quite 

Wcf,  occupying  six  pages.     It  continues  the  table 

lissions  and  results  from  former  reports.     It 

trtions  the  death  of  no  less  than  three  heads  of 

•''Tiilar  institutions,  and  closes  as  follows :  — 


"Left  almost  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  senioritj  in  thU 
vocation,  I  realize  in  their  premature  removal  not  only  tli« 
uncertainties  of  life,  but  the  heavy  weight  and  wearing 
responsibilities  upon  the  human  constitution ,  inseparable 
from  the  care  of  the  insane,  however  fully  one  may  be 
sustained  by  every  aid  of  suflieient  and  most  competent 
fellow-laborers  j  and  I  cannot  but  look  forward  to  a  period^ 
not  far  removed »  when,  w^ith  a  conscionaness  of  a  full  dav'i 
work  completed  (a  day  which  thus  far,  in  all  my  relatiuas 
to  your  Board,  to  tlie  medical  profension,  and  the  com- 
munity, has  been  all  sunshine),  I  may  ask  a  dirjclmrge  from 
your  generous  and  grateful  service/' 

Dec,  28,  males  sixty -five,  females  forty-five,  —  total! 
one  hundred  and  ten, —  in  IIospitaL  Americans, 
paying  thirteen,  free  thirty  ;  foreijjnei's,  paying  ten, 
ft^ee  Jiffif-semn. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  CorporatioUj  in 
January,  1850,  Robert  Hooper,  Esq.,  was  elected 
Vice-President,  in  place  of  the  lamented  Theodore 
Lyman,  deceased ;  and  G,  Howland  Shaw,  Esq.,  was 
elected  a  Trustee,  in  place  of  Mr.  Hooper,  who  was 
thanked  for  his  long  and  valuable  services.  He  had 
been  a  Trustee  thirteen  years,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  for  nearly  eight  years ;  displaying  a  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  ability  in  which  he  has  not  been  sur- 
passed by  any  of  his  predecessors.  Feb.  3,  Mr 
Bowditch  was  elected  Chairman.  a\ll  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Oificers  were  re-elected ;  except  that 
Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  jim.,  was  chosen  as  one  of 
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le  Visiting  Physicians,  in  place  of  Dr.  Holmes, 
resigned.  The  same  Standing  Committees  were  re- 
appointed. Fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  annual 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Feb,  17,  a  comnumication  from  Thomas  R  Gush- 
ing, Executor  of  Henry  Todd,  was  received,  with  an 
extract  from  lus  will ;  and  it  was  voted,  "  that  the 
Trustees  gratefully  accept  the  legacy  of  five  thousand 
dollars  bequeathed  to  this  institution  by  tlie  late 
Henry  Todd,  upon  the  conditions  contained  in  his 
will."  The  number  of  free  beds  in  the  institution  at 
his  death,  exclusive  of  those  supported  by  annual 
subscribers,  is  stated  as  being  fortythree.  The  sub- 
ject of  tlie  will  of  John  D.  Williams  was  referred  to 
the  Chairman  and  the  Visiting  Committee,  to  decide 
on  the  number  of  free  beds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
executors  of  his  will.  On  March  3,  the  Committee 
made  a  written  report,  which  is  recorded,  recommend- 
ing that  one  free  bed  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
each  of  the  four  executors  named  in  the  wilL  The 
extract  from  the  will  is  recorded  with  this  report. 

March  17,  1850,  it  was  *' voted  that  in  the  recent 
decease  of  Dn  John  D.  Fisher,  late  a  physician  of 
the  Hospital,  this  Board  deeply  regrets  the  loss  of  an 
officer,  who,  to  high  scientific  attainments,  united 
amiable  and  unassuming  manners  and  the  greatest 
kindness  of  heart ;  one  who  has  uniformly  discharged 
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in  a  most  zealous,  faithful,  and  acceptable  mamierj 
his  duties  toward  this  institution,"  Dr,  Marshall  S.  I 
Perry  was  elected  to  fill  this  vacancy.  April  17,  Dn 
Bell  was  authorized  to  add  a  second  story  to  the  male 
lodge.  May  5,  a  recent  official  report  of  the  Directors 
of  the  House  of  Industry  was  discussed  ;  and  it  was 
Ihought  not  to  require  any  notice  of  this  Board*   May 

17,  an  invitation  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Medical  Superintendents  of  American 
Institutions  for  the  Insane,  to  be  held  in  Boston,  June 

18,  was  received  and  read.  The  Association  met 
one  evening  at  the  Asylum  in  Somemlle.  The  Vice- 
President  and  several  of  the  Trustees  attended.  It 
was  a  very  interesting  and  agreeable  occasion.  June 
92,  Dr.  Abbot  had  leave  to  visit  Europe  for  a  few 
months;  Dr.  J.  C.  Dalton,  jun.,  being  appointed  to 
act  till  his  return.  The  subject  of  post-mortem  opera- 
tions was  discussed,  and  referred  to  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee ;  and,  on  July  22,  Mr.  Bowditch,  in  behalf  of 
this  Committee,  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted 
tuid  recorded,  suggesting  precautions  to  be  used  to 
prevent  their  being  performed  when  prohibited  by 
the  friends  and  family  of  the  deceased.  Aug,  13,  J* 
Nelson  Borland  and  Albert  H,  Blanchard  were  chu 
House  Pupils  in  the  Medical  department ;  and  Free- 
man J*  Bumstead  and  Charles  II.  Ilildreth,  House 
Pupils  in  the  Surgical  depiirtment ;  Mr.  Hathuv 
being  re-elected  Apothecary. 
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3,  the  Chairman  and  Mr,  Rogers  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  late  post- 
mortem examination,  which  had  given  dissatisfaction 
to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  Sept.  10,  the  Com- 
mittee reported ;  and  a  special  meeting  was  called 
upon  the  subject  for  Sept,  13  ;  at  which  Dr.  Jacob 
Bigelow,  Dr.  Dalton,  the  Superintendent,  and  Mr, 
Bumstead  the  House  Surgical  Pupil,  were  present, 
and  stated  the  facts  of  the  case  alluded  to  ;  and  Dr. 
Bigelow  presented  his  views  on  the  subject  of  autop- 
sies in  general.  Five  votes  were  then  adopted,  pre- 
scribing very  definitely  certain  rules  for  the  future, 
Oct.  11,  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  opinions  ascer- 
tained and  expressed  on  this  occasion,  prepared  by 
the  Chairman,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed 
on  file* 

^  Signor  Antonio  Sarti,  a  distinguished  anatomist, 
and  the  proprietor  of  some  very  beautiful  and  expen- 
sive wax-preparations,  who  had  recently  been  deliver- 
ing public  lectures,  died  at  the  Hospital,  Sept.  21. 
■be  Trustees,  considering  his  services  and  labors  in 
the  cause  of  science,  preferred  to  make  no  charge  for 
his  board  while  in  the  institution.  The  Chairman, 
accordingly,  waited  on  Madame  Sarti,  and  communi- 
cated to  her  this  vote. 

Oct.    16,   the    subject    of   putting  an    appropriate 
inscription  on  the  statue  of  Apollo,  presented  by  Mr* 
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Everett,  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Committee,  with 
full  powers.  The  claim  for  damages  against  the 
Grand  Junction  Railroad,  and  the  right  of  passing 
Craigie's  Bridge  free  of  toll,  were  referred  to  the 
Chairman  and  the  Visiting  Committee. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  Nov.  9,  the  following 
preamble  and  vote,  as  prepared  by  the  Chairman,  were 
adopted  and  recorded:  *'A  communication  having 
been  received  from  William  A ppleton,  Esq.,  President 
of  this  Corporation,  announcing  his  donation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  buildings  at  the 
M'Lean  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  designed  especially 
for  such  patients  as  shall  have  previously  dwelt  in 
residences  of  a  spacious  and  cheerful  character,  and 
with  the  view  of  affording,  as  far  as  possible,  to  this 
the  wealthiest  class  of  our  inmates  the  accustomed 
comforts  and  conveniences  of  home,  —  voted  that  the 
Trustees  gratefully  accept  this  munificent  gift.  They 
recognize  in  it  the  same  practical  wisdom  and  the 
same  true  benevolence  that  have  heretofore  furnished 
to  this  institution  a  fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  for  ever  applied  in  aid  of  our 
poorer  patients.  The  enlarged  philanthropy  which 
has  thus  provided  for  the  equal  relief  of  rich  and 
poor^  when  suffering  under  the  greatest  of  human 
deprivations,  will  ever  entitle  Mr.  Appleton  to  a  high 
rank  among  the  benefactors  of  this  community." 


TRIBUTE   TO    DR,    FISHER, 


365 


Dee.  15,  Messrs.  Shaw  imd  Rogers  were  appointed 
Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report.     This  re- 
port is  nine  pages  in  length,  and,  with  its  accompany- 
ing documents,  makes  a  pamphlet  of  thirty-one  pages. 
It    states    the    income    of    tlie    year   from    property^ 

R  16,91 7.99;   extra  dividend  from  Hospital  Life  In- 
irance    Company,  ^18,000;  free-bed   subscriptions, 
LMOO  ;  surphis  at  Asylum,  $1,500  :  total,  f:i8,517.99. 
The  property  invested   yielding  income  is   stated  at 
^nij  19*98.     It  mentions  the  investment  of  fifteen 
thousand   dollars   of  the   income.     It  gratefully   ac- 
^w ledges  the  receipt  of  five  thousand  dollars  from 
P.  Gushing,  Esq,,  Executor  of  Mr.  Henry  Todd, 
and  thanks  the  annual  subscribers  for  free  beds.     It 
ays  the  following  just  tribute  to   one  recently  de- 
ased :  — 

"  Wiihin  the  pust  year,  the  institution  has  been  enlletl  to 

Itnent   the  death  of    one  of  its   vahieJ  officers,  —  the   late 

)r,  Jt»hn  D.  Fisher,  one  of  the  pliysieians  of  the  Hoj^jiital, 

■To  hi;^h  attainmentH  in   other   brnnche^   of  science  tlian  the 

Due  to   which   he  e8pecially  devoted    himself,  lie    united   the 

most    luniahle  and   miadgnming   manners,   and    the   greatest 

kindnet^s  of  heart.      To    this  institution   he   uniforndy  dis- 

liar^ed  hia  duties  In  a  most  zealous,  faithful,  and  acceptable 

Banner.** 

It  mentions  the  expenses  of  the  Hospital  department, 
fc23,024;  and,  deducting  *$4,22(>.27  received  frrun 
llaTin*/  T»!irients,  shows  that  nearly  f 25 ,000  n   year 
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must  be  drawn  from  the  general  fimds  ;  being  nearlyj 
ten  thonsand  dollars  mote  than  our  average  income. 
The  weekly  expense  of  each  patient  was  $4,90.    Ofl 
startling  fact  is  thus  recorded :  ''  Of  the  whole  numhe^ 
of  patients  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year^  neaT\ 
tiDO'thirds  have  beat  foreigners T 

At  the  Asylum,  on  Jan.  1,  there  remained  a  hun- 
dred males,  a  hundred  females ;  the  amount  charge 
for  board  being  $44,183,37,  and   the  net  expenses' 
$4fl,6*i3.38  ;  sums  greater  than  ever  before.     Speci:il 
notice  is  invited  to  Dr.  Bell's  report,  as  containing  i 
much  of  interest  to  the  Corporation  and  to  the  public." 
The  Committee  fully  concur  with  Dr.  Bell,  that  this 
department  has  reached  what  should  be  deemed  its 
full  capacity  ;   the  average  number  of  inmates  for  the 
year  being  two  hundred  and  one. 

The  Committee  say:  *' At  the  Hospital  in  Boston,' 
no  change  of  importance  has  been  made,  or  is  be- 
lieved to  be  required.-'  An  extended  notice  of  the 
two  gifts  of  Mr.  Appleton,  ten  and  twenty  thonsai 
dollars,  closes  thus  :  — 


**  The  Trustee^s  have  gratefully  accepted  this  donation.  If 
19  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  its  value,  or  upon  the  liberal 
philantlin»py  which  has  prompted  and  guided  the  hand  of 
the  giver.  While  it  increases  so  largely  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  the  Asylum  alreatly  owed  to  him  who  has  been 
its  continued  benefactor,  it  leaves  nothing  upparently  wantini 
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for  the  perfectioo  of  tlmt  plan  for  complete  relief  to  all 
classed  of  persons,  which  has  ever  been  the  design  of  the 
innlilutioti/* 

^  Capt  Girdler's  report  occupies  four  pages,  and 
^nntatns  the  annual  analyses,  Dr,  Beirs  report 
Occupies  nine  pages,  and  will  be  found  to  merit  the 
eotnmendation  of  the  Committee,  Dec.  27,  at  the 
Hospital,  Americans,  eighteen  paying,  twenty-six 
free ;  foreigners,  thirteen  paying,  ffty-six  free : 
total,  a  hundred  and   thirteen* 

Dec.  29,  the  subject  of  the  expediency  of  employ- 
ing a   night-watch    at  the  Asylum,  as   a   protection 
against  fire,  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Committee, 
to    report    at    the   next    meeting.     Mr,    Hathaway's 
salary  was  fixed  at  four  hundred  dollars ;  he  agree- 
ing to  remain  two  years  on  those  terras,  if  re-elected. 
Jan.  15,  1851,  the  Committee  on  the  subject  reported 
,   in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  night-watch.     Dr. 
^Bell  and  the  Committee  were  of  opinion,  that,  to  a 
^^^■reat  extent,  the  security  of  a   night-watch  was   al- 
ready incidentally  enjoyed  ;    but,  in  view  of  the  late 
Bjielancholy  destruction  by  fire  and  loss  of  life  at  the 
^B;«titution    in    Augusta,   it   was    thought   altogether 
^Bvisable  to  have  a  special  attendant  charged  with 
^■110  paiiicular  duty.     If  not  actually  needed  for  the 
^Blfety  of  the  institution,  it  would  serve  *'  to  ward  off 
l^ubUc  opinion/'     Jan.  22,  a  letter  claiming  compcu- 
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sation  for  a  cow  killed  while  boarded  at  the  Asykm 
was  refeiTed  to  the  Visiting  Committee,  with  full 
potce^^s.  Di%  Thayer  presented  another  volume  of 
his  Index  of  the  Medical  Records,  and  was  thanked 
for  the  satisfoctory  manner  in  which  the  same  was 
executed. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  22,  1851,  John  A* 
Lowell,  Esq.,  having  been  for  several  months  ab^nt 
in  Europe,  and  intending  to  remain  absent  all  this 
year,*  the  Board  of  Visitors  elected  in  his  stead  Dr. 
William  J.  Dale  to  be  a  Trustee  of  the  institution- 
It  is  believed  that  Ur,  Dale  is  the  first  practising 
physician  who  has  ever  held  a  seat  as  Trustee; 
though  Dr,  Robbins  had  practised  for  several  years, 
and  B.  D,  Greene  and  Charles  Amory,  Esqs.,  had 
studied  that  profession.  Feb.  2,  all  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Officers  wTre  re-elected,  and  those  of 
the  two  departments  and  the  Standing  Committees 
re-appointed* 

A  letter  from  Dr.  George  Hayward,  declining 
re-election  as  one  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons  of  the 
Hospitcd,  was  read ;  and  it  was  voted,  that  the  Chair- 
man be  requested  to  call  upon  Dr.  Hayward,  and 
express  to  him  the  unanimous  wishes  of  the  Trustees 


♦  Wlien  Mr  Lowell  tliall  Iiare  returned  from  his  present  tour,  he  will. 
on  the  occiirrericc  of  a  vacancy,  rocuivo  a  eoniial  wdcomc  from  hit  o!d  Asto- 
ciaie*,  siliuald  he  be  willing  mt  n  future  dii.v  to  resume  \m  dutiet  at  a  l>iiitc«< 
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that  be  should  eontiuue  his  connection  with  the  Hos- 
pital, With  this  request,  so  higlily  complimentary 
to  Dr,  Hayward,  lie  decided  to  comply.  Fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  the  tinnual  report  were  ordered  to 
h€  printed.  It  was  also  voted,  '"  that  the  subject  of 
the  admission  of  patients,  and  of  the  existence  of 
varioloid  in  the  Hospital,  be  referi'ed  to  the  Visiting 
Comniittce,  to  inquire  whether  there  has  been  any 
neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Admitting  Physician,  or 
other  Medical  Officers  of  the  Hospital"  The  subject 
of  instructing  the  Treasurer  to  open  accounts  in  his 
books,  showing  all  the  reversionary  interests  of  this 
Coi'poration  in  any  property,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance.  lo  consequence  of  "  the 
long  and  faithful  services  '*  of  Mrs.  Mary  E»  Tyler 
as  Matron  of  the  M'Leuu  Asylum  for  the  Insane, 
her  salary  was  raised  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  dol^ 
lars.*  Feb.  16,  the  Visiting  Committee  wore  not 
prepared  to  make  a  full  report  on  the  subject  of 
varioloid,  &c.  Mr.  Stevenson  was  appointed  to  con- 
sult with  the  Treasurer  as  to  keeping  one  account 
in  his  books  which  should  show  all  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  both  departments  of  the  institution^ 
ccording  to  the  report  and  vote  of  April  2,  1848. 
At    a    special    meeting,  called   by  request   of   the 


*  Tlie  Baltry  of  Miii:!  Barber,  the  Female  Super vi&or,  was  also  lati^Iy 
to  four  hundred  doU&ra. 
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Chainnaii,  Feb.  24,  a  letter  from  Dr.  James  Jackson, 
on  the  existing  small-pox  and  varioloid,  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject  All 
new  admissions  at  Hospital  were  stopped  till  farther 
order  of  the  Board.  It  appeared  that  there  had 
been  nineteen  cases ;  that  two  had  died ;  *  and  Aat 
one  patient  (a  little  girl)  was  severely  ill.  The 
Committee,  however,  had  not  fully  completed  their 
labors. 

March   2,   the  following  preamble   and   vote,  as 
proposed  by  the   Chairman,   were   adopted :  —  "A 
communication  from  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Wilder,   of  Leominster,   announcing  a 
legacy  of  twenty  thousand  dollars   for   the   support 
of  free  beds  at  the  Hospital,  was  read ;  and  it  was 
thereupon  voted  that  the  Trustees  gratefully  accept 
this    truly   munificent    bequest;    and,   in   so   doing, 
they  would   notice   two   circumstances  by  which  its 
value   is   especially   enhanced.      Large   as   it  is  in 
itself,  the  gift  comes  not,  as  might  have  been  sup- 
posed, from  one  of  the  wealthiest  of  our  own  citizens, 
but  has  been  contributed  from  the  more  moderate 
fortunes  of  one  of  our  country-towns.    It  is  believed 

*  One  was  David  Cumroings,  who  died  Jan.  28.  His  occupation  was 
that  of  tender  of  the  furnace.  He  was  a  most  industrious  and  worthy  man, 
and  had  been  in  tlie  employ  of  the  institution  several  years.  His  sphere, 
indeed,  was  humble ;  but  he  performed  well  all  the  duties  of  life.  And  who 
of  us  can  hope  to  be  entitled  to  a  higher  eulogy  ? 
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Bto  be  the  first  and  only  bequest  ever  received  by 

W^  institutiou   from  a  member   of  that   profession 

which,  more  than  any  other,  is  competent  fully  to 

I  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  public  charit)%  and 
to  form  an  accurate  opinion  as  to  the  judgment  and 
fidelify  with  which  its  concerns  have  been   admin- 
tered.     It  is  a  gift,  noble  in  itself ;  a  gift  from  the 
Hotry  to  the  poor  of  the  city,  from  a  physician  in 
id  of  the  sick  and  the  suffering.     Voted  that  the 
imunt  thus  bequeathed  be  known    as  the  Wilder 
und  for  Free  Beds ;    the  income  thereof  to  be  for 
er  applied  as  directed  by  the  benevolent  testator/' 
pies  of  these  votes  were  ordered  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  executors.     An  extract  from  the  will  is  re- 
corded.    It  makes  the  legacy  payable,  half  in  mort- 
gages, half  in  railroad  stocks,  —  the  latter,  at  present, 
are  depressed  in  value,. —  the  cash-amount,  perhaps, 
Hot  over  six  thousand  dollars.     Dr,  Wilder  left  four 
children,  and  about  ninety  thousand  dollars   in   all ; 
thus  devoting  to  public  uses  a  very  large  share  of 
all  he  was  worth. 

Twenty-five  dollars  was  voted  in  aid  of  a  patient 
who  has  become  blind.  "  A  communication  from  the 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  suggesting  that  the  wards 
be  distinguished  by  placing  on  their  entrances  names 
of  individuals  who  have  been  celebrated  in  the  his- 
tory of  medicine  and  surgery,  was  read  ;  and  the  sub- 
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ject  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Bowditch  and  Stevenson." 

The  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  varioloid  made 
their  final  report,  —  stating  that  one  patient  wKo  prob- 
ably had  the  disease  was  admitted,  Dec.  16  ;  one  who 
certainly  had  it,  on  Jan.  8 ;  that  there  was  no  thor- 
ough general  vaccination  of  the  patients  in  the  whole 
house  till  Jan.  28  ;  that  the  total  number  of  cases  was 
twenty,  and  of  deaths  two  ;  and  the  following  votes 
were  adopted :    "  Voted    that    there  was    a  positive 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  institution  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  Abbot,  in   admitting  Miss  Eunice  B.   Bridge 
as  a  patient,  without  having  first  seen  her ;  *  and  the 
fact  that  the  patient  so  admitted  had  the  varioloid  is 
evidence  of  the  importance  of  a  strict  observance  of 
said  rules ;  and   the   Trustees   take   this   occasion  to 
urge    on    Dr.    Abbot   the    necessity    of    the    greatest 
caution  in  all  cases  of  admission  of  patients,  where 
there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  them  affected 
by  this  or  any  other  contagious  disease.     Voted  that 
Dr.  Bowditch  took  seasonable  steps  to  have  all  his 
patients   vaccinated,   and   saw  that    his   orders   were 
executed.     Voted  that  the  other  Visiting  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  then  on  duty  were  the  two  Drs.  Bige- 

*  Dr.  Abbot  is  a  vigilant  and  careful  officer ;  but,  in  this  instance,  had 
been  induced  by  motives  of  courtesy  towards  a  brother-physician  to  rely  on 
his  certificate  as  to  the  fitness  of  a  patient  who  was  an  inmate  of  his  own 
famWy. 
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low  and  Dr.  Hay  ward-  It  appears  that  these  gentle- 
men gave  orders  for  the  vaccination  of  the  patients  in 
their  wards ;  but  the  Trustees  have  to  regret  that 
they  did  not  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  their 
orders  executed  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Voted 
that  there  was  a  want  of  due  care  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoijge  Pupils^  and  perhaps  of  some  of  the  attendants, 
in  passing  from  the  patients  ill  with  the  varioloid  to 
visit  patients  in  other  parts  of  the  house.  Voted  that, 
k  the  opinion  of  the  Trustees,  no  pains  should  be 
spared  to  effect  a  complete  separation  of  varioloid 
patients  from  all  other  patients  in  the  house,"  These 
Votes  were  printed,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Officers. 

The  subject  of  erecting  a  separate  building  for  con- 
tagious or  offensive  cases,  not  to  exceed  two  thou- 
sand dollars  in  cost,  was  referred  to  the  Visiting 
Committee,  with  full  powers.  March  16,  fifty  dollars 
Was  voted  for  the  Medical  Library.  The  Committee 
on  naming  tlie  wards  made  a  report,  which  was  read 
^d  laid  on  the  table  for  future  consideration*  It 
lias  not  5'et  been  accepted.  It  recommends  the  giving 
to  the  wards  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  the 
chief  benefactors  of  the  institution,  either  by  donations 
or  by  professional  services. 

Voted  that  the  Chairman  be  a  Committee  on  the 
[subject  of  the  Lee  donations,  to  consult  with  the  Lee 
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familr,  and  report  to  the  Board,  The  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  procure  a  record-book,  in  which  to  entw 
all  past  and  future  devises  and  bequests  made  to  the 
institution,  extracts  from  wills,  &c. 

A  letter  from  Dn  George  Hayward,  respecting  a 
recent  vote  of  the  Trustees,  having  been  received,  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file  ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing votes  were  passed  :  — ^  '^  Voted  that,  whenever 
a  case  of  varioloid  or  small-pox  shall  occur  in  the 
Hospital,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  the  attendtog 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  to  see  that  all  the  patients 
in  the  Hospital,  whose  cases  will  allow  it,  shall  be 
vaccinated.  Voted  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  above  vote  to  Dr,  Hayward,  and 
to  inform  him  that  the  vote  referred  to  in  his  letter 
was  passed  on  the  ground  that  the  course  now  di- 
rected to  be  pursued  in  future  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Trustees,  have  been  pursued  on  the  first  ap- 
pearance  of  varioloid  in  the  Hospital,  in  January 
last"  Dn  Hay  ward's  letter  had  stated  the  fact,  that 
no  case  of  the  disease  had  occurred  in  his  wards  ;• 
and  that,  when  he  was  informed  of  the  disease  being 
in  the  House,  under  such  circumstances  as  to  make 
him  apprehensive  for  the  safety  of  his  own  patients, 

*  Ko  case  of  Ttrioloid  bud  occurred  iti  the  ward  of  Dr.  Bowditch ;  but 
tliere  wiia  aubsequeiitly  a  v<?ry  mild  one.  If  the  vacciniition  wa«  in  itat 
in!<tAn(ie  iiielTf^iitynl,  it  was  pritbably  owlii|;  to  the  constitutional  teinpemmeiit 
of  the  pulient. 
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Jan,  26,  he  took  measures  for  their  immediate 
Taccination. 

HjIrlaiTh    30,  it  was   ordered   that   patients   be   ad- 
toitted  from  and  after  this  day.     The  following  pre- 
amble and  TOte,  as  prepared  by  the  Chairman,  were 
unanimously  adopted :  —  '*  A  coinmiiaication  from  l)r* 
Aporge  Hayward,  by  which   he  declines  any  longer 
Bsenre  as  one  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons  of  the  Hospi- 
^,  having  been  received  and  read,  it  was  voted  that 
fe  Board  sincerely  regret  the  retirement  of  Dr,  Hay- 
rd  from  a  situation  which  for  twenty-five  years  he 
filled  with  so  much  honor  to  himself,  and  useful- 
S8  to  the  community.     It  was  his  privilege  to  per- 
knn  the  first  capital  operation  rendered  painless  by 
ke  influence  of  ether,  thus  connecting  this  institution 
the  establishment  of  the  greatest  discovery  of 
age*     His  professional  skill,  his  good  judgment, 
ad    his    kindness   towards   the   patients,  manifested 
roughont  this  long  period  of  official  duty,  and  which 
so  recently  induced  the  Trustees   to  request  a  con- 
tinuance of  his  services,  justly  entitle  him  to  grate- 
ful remembrance,  as  having  been  one  of  the   most 
able  and  faithful  officers  of  our  institution/' 

Messrs.  Lowell,  Bowditch,  and  the  Treasurer,  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  receive  Dr.  AVilder  s  legacy  ; 
which  duty  they  have  performed.  Messrs,  Rogers 
and   Stevenson,  with   Mr.  Tyler,  were  appointed  ''  a 


376  B»t)RT    ON    LEE    DONATIONS, 

BuildiDg  Committee  for  the  erection  of  new  building* 
at  the  Asylum,  accordiug  to  the  terms  of  Hon. 
William  Appleton's  donation/'  Dn  Henry  G,  Clark 
was  elected  successor  to  Dr.  Hay  ward.  April  11, 
Mr,  Rogers  declined  acting  on  the  Budding  Com- 
mittee, on  account  of  other  pressing  engagements. 

April  16,  ''owing  to  a  storm  so  severe  as  to  render 
it  unsafe  to  cross  the  bridges,  the  usual  quarterly 
meeting  was  not  held  to-day."*  April  18,  at  a  spe- 
cial meeting  called  at  the  Asylum  by  dii'ection  of  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  Lamb  w^as  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Building  Committee,  and  the  subject  of  the  erection 
of  the  proposed  buildings  w^as  discussed. 

The  Chairman  presented  a  report  on  the  Lee  dona- 
tions. It  states  the  original  gift  in  1830  ;  the  separate 
account,  hitherto  kept,  of  the  income  of  it ;  the  vote 
of  the  Trustees  in  Uecember,  1830;  the  present 
amount  of  the  fund,  $31,68L33;  that  the  recent 
donation  of  Mr.  Appleton  had  rendered  it  inexpedient 
to  erect  any  other  new  buildings  at  the  Asylum ;  that 
the  Trustees  were  therefore  desirous  of  conferring  the 
name  of  Mr.  Lee  on  the  present  building  for  male 
patients  ;  and  that  the  family  of  Mr.  Lee  state  their 
disinclination  to  have  his  name  given  to  any  building, 
old  or  new,  and  release  the  institution  from  all  obli- 

•  It  WI18  ill  this  Sturm  Uiat  tlie  light-Jiouie  at  MinuCi  Ledg^  wii*  d^- 
iitruye^,  and  sl  steeple  blown  down  in  CharlestoWD. 
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Ition,  legal  or  othe 


of  the  vote  be- 


ise,  by  reason 
tore  referred  to.  They  say,  *'  While  we  justly  appre- 
ciate this  proposed  tribute,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest 
the  more  appropriate  name  of  Dix ;  and  we  shall  be 
much  gratified  to  be  so  far  instrumental  in  eommerao- 
rating  the  services  of  a  lady  in  the  cause  the  donor 
meant  to  aid,  and  which  are  admitted  to  be  without 
parallel."  The  report  closes  with  recommending  the 
adoption    of    tlie    following     preamble     and    vote : 

t Whereas  this  Board  hold  in  the  same  grateful 
membrance  as  did  their  predecessors  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  late  Mr.  Josepli  Lee  and  his  family,  and 
are  desirous  that  it  should  never  be  forgotten  by  those 
who  may  come  after  them  ;  and  whereas  the  heirs  of 
Mr.  Lee  have  requested  that  the  Trustees,  instead  of 
giving  his  name  to  the  building  for  male  patients,  as 
had  been  proposed,  would  give  to  said  building  '  the 
more  appropriate  name  of  Dix  ; '  and  as  this  Board 
entertain  a  very  high  sense  of  the  services  rendered 
by  Miss  Dix  in  the  cause  of  the  Insane,  —  voted  that 
they  willingly  accede  to  this  suggestion  ;  and  that  the 
building  for  male  patients  at  the  Asylum  be  hence- 
forth known  as  the  Dix  Ward/'  This  preamble  and 
vote  were  unanimously  adopted.  1 

K  April  22j  the  Treasurer  w^as  instructed  to  close  the 
^pparate  account  hitherto  kept  of  the  income  of  the 
Lee   donations.     The  subject  of  the  new  buildings 
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proposed  at  the  Asylum  was  further  discussed.  Apiil 
*i9j  Di\  Bell  submitted  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
erection  of  two  buildings,  according  to  the  terras 
of  Mr.  Appleton's  donation ;  and  it  was  thereupcn 
^'  voted  that  said  plans  be  referred  to  the  Building 
Committee,  with  authority  to  make  such  modifications 
thereof  as  they  think  proper,  and  to  proceed  at  once 
in  the  erection  of  buildings  according  to  said  plaas." 
These  plans  were  drawn  up  with  much  taste  and 
judgment.  They  are  for  two-story  buildings^  about 
fifty  feet  square ;  in  their  exterior  resembling  house! 
recently  erected  in  Brookline  by  Messrs,  J.  D-  Bus-^ 
sell  and  F.  Standish.  These  plans  seemed  to  niecl 
with  the  getierul  approval  of  the  Trustees. 

May  8,  this  afternoon,  his  Excellency  Governor 
Boutwell,  with  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Visitors, 
made  the  annual  visitation.  They  were  received  b| 
the  President  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Chairmi 
of  the  Trustees.  It  was  a  visit  made  in  a  simplei 
informal  manner,  and  seemed  highly  gratifying  to 
present  Nothing  was  the  subject  of  unfavorabl 
comment,  except  the  Hospital  fence. 

On  May  18,  the  Secretary  laid  before  the  Boar^ 
the  volume  prepared  by  him,  containing  a  record  c^* 
all  bequests  to  this  institution.  It  is  executed  witl* 
great  accuracy  and  elegance,  June  2,  the  subject  cp*^ 
the  Hospital  fence  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Com'' 
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mittee.    June  1 7,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  awarded 

tas  damages  for  land  in  SomervUle  taken  by  the  Grand 
Junction  Railroad  and  Depot  Company* 
\    At  this  meeting,  the  following  letter  from  Miss  D. 
L-  Dix  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 

rcor  Js :  — 
"  St  John's  River,  Florida  East, 
''  May  22. 
**  Dear  Sir,  —  At  this  remote  point  and  late  date,  your 
communicsition  of  April  18,  addressed  to  Thomas  Lee,  Esq., 
has  reached  me.  This  will  at  once  explain  and  apologize  for 
[  a  seemingly  uncourteous  delay  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
a  copy  of  the  preamble  and  vote  wliich,  by  request  of  the 
]ile;^rs.  Lee,  and  unaoimoua  assent  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
General  Hospital,  gtFes  my  name  to  a  department  of  that 
institutioD.  Profoundly  moved  by  a  distinction  so  unex- 
cted,  I  own,  that*  while  I  would  ever  avoid  notoriety  and 
rpoijular  applause,  —  while  I  would  make  the  cause  I  labor 
to  advance,  and  not  myself,  the  centre  of  attention,  I  cannot 
but  be  as  much  gratified  as  I  am  honored  by  this  evidence  of 
esteem  from  those  whose  good  opinion  is  so  kindly  illustrated. 
The  name  wtuch  tliey  have  united  to  distinguish  it  must  be 
my  caie  to  make  more  and  more  worthy  die  place  a^^signed 
I  to  it  oo  the  walls  of  that  noble  and  Christian  institution, 
which  unfolds  its  portals  to  admit  the  sick  and  faea%-}^-Iaden, 
which  givei  bealing  influences  to  many,  and  bleased  proteo- 
m  to  all  who  sedc  its  shdter* 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  D.  L.  Dix- 
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July  5,  John  P,  Reynolds  and  Joshua  J.  Ellis  were 
elected  Medical  House  Pupils,  aud  Thomas  H.  Gag€ 
and  Albert  F.  Sawyer  Surgical  House  Pupils,  for  the 
year  ensuing.  July  11,  the  Superintendent  was  **  au- 
thorized to  buy  two  dozen  silver  forks  for  use  of 
the  Hospital ; "  also  to  cause  the  wooden  sidewalk 
to  be  relaid.  On  July  15,  the  Chairman,  Dr,  BeUt 
and  Mr,  Tyler  were  appointed  "a  Committee  to 
cany  the  Cochituate  water  to  the  Asylum,  with  fiJl 
powers.**  This  measuje^  when  consummated,  will 
be  found  highly  important  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  our  patients.  The  thanks  of  the  Corporation  aie 
due  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  and  to  the  citj 
of  Boston,  for  the  promptness  with  which  this  appli- 
cution  wms  complied  with.  The  stipulations  required 
by  the  city  of  Charleslowii  for  leave  to  lay  the  pip® 
dmngli  dieir  streets  (such  as  construcliQg  six  bT' 
dimnts^  &e.)  iren  of  so  oiieiiiiis  m  character,  and  th^ 
ilT  of  cfOSttM  iate  owsed  bv  iadindiials  whose 
CMiUi  Mil  probably  be  in  all  mstances  nb- 
MflKdt  to  ribjrctiiMiiMc,  thai  the  Cooiiiiittec 
wrr^  M  ta  ask  pttmmmm  to  introduce  the  water 
«lw«lli»linearAMrLiiifBBailnML  The  UbendtiT 
rntti  tmuAm^  miA.  ^Akdk  Am  Corpomioii  at  oo(t 
iKty^ed  lia  dMT  itfatiii»  «Me  they  i^tened  tb 
af  &e  OmmhBm«  baie  placed  oer 
pvai  aaa  mstuttg  am^punoSft    » 
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ideed,  quite  doubtful  whether  this  beneficial  ar- 
rangement could  otherwise  have  been  carried  into 
Kct.  ^-  Mr,  Tyler  was  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk 
^l  the  Asylum,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
Bd  dollars. 

Among  the  most  important  changes  of  this  final 
|>eriod  of  the  Hospital-history,  were  the  deaths  of 
Dr.  Hale  and  Dn  Fisher,  and  the  retirement  of  Dn 

Krward,  The  stream  of  public  liberality  has  still 
tinned  to  flow  towards  the  institution  in  an  undi- 
lislied  current.  The  munificent  bequests  of  John 
^omfield,  John  I).  Williams,  Beiijcmiin  R.  Nichols, 
■enry  Todd,  and  Dr.  Charles  W.  Wilder,  and 
tlie  additional  donation  of  Hon,  William  Applcton, 
^mounting  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
<lt)llars,  have  all  occurred  within  the  last  four  years. 
The  precautions  respecting  varioloid,  recommended 
for  the  future,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prevent  that  disease 
from  again  spreading  as  extensively  through  the 
uogpital  as  it  did  a  few  months  ago. 

This  compilation,  itself  designed  as  a  slight  com- 
memoration of  the  benefactors  of  the  institution, 
Bis  its  appropriate  close  in  the  vote  passed  in 
lonor  of  Miss  Dix,  and  by  her  so  gracefully  and 
WJingly  acknowledged.  In  all  the  annals  of  phi- 
anlhropy,  there  is  not  to  be  found  the  record  of  a 
ife  of  more  active  effort,  unwearied  self-denial,  and 
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entire  devotedness,  than  hers.  It  is  a  gratifying 
reflection,  that  the  first  building  erected  in  New 
England  as  an  Asylum  will  henceforth  bear  the 
name  of  one  who  has  so  nobly  earned  for  herself 
the  title  of  the  Friend  of  the  Insane. 


WEEKLY  visit  of  a  Committee  of  the  Trustees  has 
Irays  been  made  with  great  regularity  to  both  de- 
litmenta  of  the  institution ;  only  a  dozen  omissions 
mng  occurred  in  respect  to  each  of  them  during 
Is  long  period  of  years. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  a  correct  list  of  all 
Bse  instances :  — 
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April     2, 

182L 

2. 

Dec.    31, 

1828. 

3. 

Miirch  1 5, 

1831. 

4. 

«     22, 

i» 

D. 

June      7, 

f% 

<J. 

Feb.       5, 

1833 

7. 

Nov.    12, 

t» 

8. 

January, 

1834. 

9. 

July     14, 

1835 

10. 

Sept.      1, 

« 

11. 

Aug.      3, 

1837 

12. 

V           lt», 

n 

13. 

.,        *24, 

5? 

AT   THE  HOSPITAL. 

1. 

Sept,     9, 

1831. 

2. 

April    12, 

1833. 

3. 

Nov.      1, 

n 

4. 

Sept.     4, 

1835. 

5. 

Sept.     1, 

1836. 

6. 

Aug,    1 5, 

1837. 

7. 

.,       22, 

t» 

8. 

Mi\rd\  19, 

1840. 

9, 

April  23, 

184L 

10. 

Ma!vh  13, 

1846. 

11. 

Fi4>.      3, 

1848. 

12. 

Jjiii.     ID, 

1849. 
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It  may  be  remarked,  that,  during  the  three  or  four 
first  years,  at  the  Asylum,  two  visits  were  made  every 
week,  and  sometimes  even  more ;  and  that  one  or 
more  of  the  Trustees  have  always  been  in  the  habit 
of  visiting  at  the  Hospital  on  other  occasionsj  when- 
ever inclined  so  to  do.  The  supernumerary  visits  thus 
made  at  each  institution  have  doubtless  been  much 
more  numerous  than  the  total  of  the  above  instances 
of  omission.  Indeed,  it  has  happened,  on  no  less 
than  six  occasions,*  that  the  casual  presence  of  iin- 
other  Trustee  at  the  Hospital  has  saved  the  credit  of 
the  Visiting  Committee,  On  examination  of  the  fore- 
going list,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  while  only  two  omis- 
sions occurred  prior  to  1831  (say  during  ten  years  for 
the  Hospital,  and  fourteen  for  the  Asylum),  no  less 
than  five  omissions  occurred  during  one  single  month 
of  the  year  1837 ;  and  that,  for  the  last  thirteen 
years,  not  one  omission  of  the  weekly  visit  at  the 
Asylum  has  occurred  ;  a  proof  that  the  present  Board 
of  Trustees  have  at  least  discharged  this  part  of  their 
duties  with  great  fidelity. 

No  Trustee  of  the  Hospital  can  fail  duly  to  appre- 
ciate the  two  choicest  of  life's  blessings,  a  sound  aiinJ 
and  a  sound  body.  To  more  than  one  of  those  who 
have  held  that  office,  the  sight  of  physical  suffering 


•  MarL'h  2a.  1844 ;  March  28.  1846;  Feb.  a  one]  March  ai,  1840; 
28,  1860  (during  a  terert*  inow-atonu) ;  and  in  Aprils  1861. 
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and  of  mental  alienation  has  rendered  it  so  distaste- 
ful and  painful  as  to  lead  to  its  speedy  resignation ; 
while  othei*s,  in  view  of  so  much  done  to  alleviate 
and  remove  those  evils,  find  a  visit  to  each  of  our 
^stitutions  always  agreeable,  —  sometimes  even  de- 
%htfuL 

tAt  the  M'Lean  Asylum,  for  instance,  one  may  see 
summer  five  or  six  of  our  patients,  with  their 
scythes,  mowing  in  as  dexterous  and  orderly  a  manner 
as  those  employed  in  any  farmer  s  field.  We  mingle 
without  apprehension  among  five  or  six  more,  who, 

K*th  axes,  beetles,  and  wedges,  are  engaged  in  split- 
ig  wood.  The  billiard-table  has  its  party  of  scien- 
tific and  expert  players.  Many  a  spare  ball  is  gained 
in  the  ninepin^alley.  Lovers  of  whist  are  seen  strictly 
Beervant  of  the  rules  of  Hoyle;  while  others  are 
entirely  absorbed  in  the  game  of  draughts,  or  in  the 
deeper  mysteries  of  chess,  A  circle  of  ladies  are  per- 
haps seated  around  their  centre- table,  with  its  vase  of 
flowers,  engaged  in  their  favorite  occupations  of  read- 
ing or  needlework-  Manly  strength  and  female  grace 
and  beauty  have  alike,  from  time  to  time,  made  a  tem- 
porary sojourn  among  us.  Intellect  of  a  very  high 
order  has  here  been  restored  to  a  healthy  tone.  The 
brilliant  and  varied  plumage  of  the  humming-bird  has 
been  traced  by  one  of  our  inmates  with  a  life-like 
truthfulness  and  delicacy  not  surpassed  by  the  pencil 
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of  Audubon*  Flowers  in  wax  have  been  executed  by 
another  wnth  such  a  minute  and  exact  imitation  of 
nature  as  almost  to  deceive  the  senses,  and  lead  the 
beholder  to  expect  the  perfume  of  the  lily,  the  pink, 
or  the  rose.  '*The  last  interview  of  Charles  I.  and 
his  children,'*  hi  worsteds^  the  handiwork  and  the 
gift  of  one  of  our  patients,  hangs  beside  the  picture 
of  John  McLean,  The  exquisite  voice  of  the  singer, 
and  the  skilful  touch  of  the  musician,  have  been  heard 
within  our  halls.  Poetry  has  here  had  its  votaries*^ 
There  is  much  of  serenity  and  cheerfulness  among  the 
convalescent;  and,  amid  the  occasional  displays  of 
melancholy  and  despair,  or  the  vacant  look  of  idiocj*, 
which  it  is  distressing  to  witness,  the  visitor's  atten- 
tion is  agreeably  attracted  to  an  infinite  variety  of 
amusing  and  interesting  eccentricities,  which  are 
either   voluntarily  displayed   or   easily  drawn   forth, 

*  In  tliG  *'  ChtiBttan  Examiner  '*  for  Janiury,  1856,  were  publtflbed  some 
lisei  by  tbo  Rer.  N.  L.  Frothinghiim,  D.D,^  on  the  M'Levt  Ajylum*  One 
of  theae  verses  tbus  &|ieaks  of  Ihe  institution  :  — 

**  O  House  of  Sorrows  I  sorer  shocks 
Than  v&n  our  frame  or  lot  befall, 
Are  liid  Ijehind  thy  jealous  locka  :  — 
Maii'i  Thought  an  infiint.  imd  hU  WUl  a  thrall." 

In  the  "  Boston  Trnnsmpt"  of  Jan.  6  appeared  a  beautiful  repljT  "^ 
one  of  iCa  inhabitiLntflp"  in  live  stanzas,  the  first  being  as  foUowa  :  '— 

"  Oh  1  call  me  not  a  bouse  of  woo  and  sorrow, 
For  human  ^ouls  a  final,  fatal  tomb! 
Slowly  perchance  may  dawn  the  blessed  morrow. 
That  wakes  the  drooping  flowers  to  brighter  bloom." 

The  closing  stanza  begins  :  — 

"  Ob  !  House  of  Miractee,  uoi  house  of  Sorrow." 
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of  wit  are  uttei'ed  more  keen  and  lively  than 
are  heard  under  the  restraining  influences  of  social 
life.  Epithets  are  bestowed  which,  though  sometimes 
discourteous,  are  often  signally  appropriate.  A  pre- 
ternatural degree  of  shrew'dness  and  cunning  is  some- 
times manifested.  We  notice  everyw^here  an  almost 
entire  personal  freedom,  and  a  pervading  air  of  com- 
fort  and  enjoyment,  which  make  it  difficult  for  one  to 

ragine  that  he  is  in  a  mad-house. 
The  last  quarter  of  a  century  has  done  much,  very 
much,  for  the  insane.  It  seems  to  rac,  that  between 
the  restraints  which  were  at  first  thought  indispensa- 
ble, and  the  present  improved  system  of  management, 
there  is  almost  as  wide  a  difference  as  our  fii'st  patient 
must  have  felt  when  he  found  himself  suddenly  trans- 
ferred from  the  cruel  "  flagellations  '*  of  home  to  the 
cautious  and  considerate,  but  kindly,  care  and  treat- 
ment of  Dr,  Wj  man. 

fc  A  few  anecdotes  may  serve  to  illustrate  my  own 
experience  as  a  visitor  at  this  department  of  our 
institution.  A  Trustee  once  asked  a  patient  if  she 
did  not  remember  him,  and  said,  "  Does  not  my  face 
look  natural  1 "  She  replied,  '*  Your  face,  sir,  looks 
as  natural  as  a  natural  foors"  —  *'  Don't  tell  me  about 
your  not  having  time  to  hear  my  story.  If  you 
haven't,  you  ought  to  have.  It  is  the  very  thing 
you  were  sent   here  for,*'  —  was  the  equally  unan- 


swerable  rejoinder  of  another  patient  to  a  T: 
who  had  attempted  to  escape  from   the  repetition  oi 
his  already  twice-told  tale.     We  once  had  a  "  glass 
patient,  who  was  afraid  of  being  broken^  and  took 
cnrioiis  precautions  on  account  of  his  imaginary  brit- 
tleness.     Another  thinks  the  air  full  of  spirits,  which 
get  in  at  his  ears,  and,  after  making  a  great  disturb- 
ance in  his  brain,  come  out  at  the  roots  of  his  hair- 
He  kept  his  ears  closed  with  his  hand  so  long,  that 
they  remained,  for  a  considerable  period,  bent  forward, 
having  lost  their  natural  elasticity.     Some  personal 
comments  on  his  Excellency  once  disturbed  the  equa-^ 
nimity  of  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Visitors,  at  an 
annual  visitation,  —  One  of  our  oldest  patients  never 
utters  two  sentences  together,  no  matter  on  what  sub- 
ject, without  introducing  at  its  close  an  ejaculation  of 
great  emphasis,  followed  by  the  words  *'  Look  out." 
His  speech  is  slow  and  distinct,  but  generally  wholly 
incoherent     The  right  words  do  not  come  at  his  bid- 
ding.    The  following  is  a  specimen  :  *•  I  have  a  com- 
mission as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  an  asparagus-bei 
I  like  lightning  best  at  a  distance.     Whoever  puts  his 
name  on  paper  in  the  Wiscasset  Bank  has  a  mark  on 
his  forehead,  and  is  worse  off  than  if  he  was  dining 
with  one  of  the  selectmen :  —  Look  out/*  * 

•  A  pfttient  eacapeii,  and  suceeeded  in  getting  to  Sab  TmnctRCO,  fiuo> 
which  pliiee  he  »ent  lo  one  oC  die  TniBtees  a  biU  charging  the  imtitiUioB 
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A  young  man  who  had  been  m  a  government-office 
in  Canada  came  among  us.  For  years  and  years  he 
read  a  Latin  dictionary,  making  critical  comments  in 
the  margin  of  its  leaves,  and  putting  paper-marks 
in  the  book,  almost  as  numerous  as  its  pages.  At  last, 
back  and  covers  became  detached.  Each  leaf  was 
separate.  The  whole,  however^  was  always  placed 
in  an  orderly  pile.  I  asked  him  if  he  should  not  like 
a  new  dictionary.  He  said,  *' Yes."  I  told  him  I 
would  procure  one.  He  insisted  on  paying  for  it.  I 
gravely  accepted  his  draft  on  his  former  employer, 
whose  service  he  had  left  some  dozen  years  before. 
At  my  next  visit,  I  brought  a  copy  of  Leverett*s  Lexi- 
con. He  was  highly  pleased,  but  hesitated  about 
using  it  till  he  was  sure  that  his  draft  was  accepted 
and  paid.  I  told  him,  however,  that  this  was  a  need- 
less hesitation,  as  that  would  undoubtedly  be  ''  all 
right"  He  has  read  and  re-read  this  volume,  like  its 
predecessor.  Like  that,  it  has  its  three  or  four  hun- 
dred marks  in  it ;  but  it  has  been  preserved  with  most 
scrupulous  nicety,  though  somewhat  embellished  by 

**  for  four  in  out  ha*  wrongful  detctition,  $i>0^000,  nnd  for  n  pair  of  paiitnloona 
destroyetl,  §10, — ^  total,  §ij<^).fHO,'*  ^ — and  asking  an  immediate  remittance 
of  the  amount  by  the  bankers,  Wdl»  &  Co,  The  same  patient  subae- 
quentlj  sent  to  the  phy&ieian  of  the  Asylum  a  htge  hah*^r  %  wiai7,  thougli^ 
fortunutely,  it  wms  transmiULHl  from  a  less  distant  Locality. 

A  patient  who  bad  been  oiiee  remanded  on  a  bearing  before  Cbief  Jnstico 
Shaw,  was,  on  a  second  beariog,  dbdiarged.  He  sued  the  institution  ''for 
1,450  days*  wrongful  detention,  .|025,fXK)/'  and  direete*!  an  attadiment  for 
t&50,000,  estiinatbg  the  probable  costi  of  Court  at  $125,000. 


390 


ANECDOTES   OF 


I 


marginal  annotations.     He  will  always  reply  in  Latin 
to  any  question  asked  him,  though  his  language  isj 
not  Ciceronian.     Thus,  to  a  question  as  to  his  health,  ] 
he  said,  ''  Mens  salus,  Domine,  est  tolerahilisJ'* 

Another   of   our    patients,    an   inveterate   walker, 
actually  trod  down  the  grass  into  a  pathway  of  the  J 
shape  of  a  pair  of  mammoth  suspenders  ;  the  button- 1 
holes  at  the  ends  being  elaborated  with   great  skill 
and  care. 

An  inmate  once  said  to  Dr,  Wyman,  "  I  have  you 
in  my  power.  If  you  kill  me,  you'll  be  hung.  But 
I  can  kill  you  with  safety ;  for  I  am  crazy,  and  there- 
fore not  responsible."  —  One  patient  fancied  himself 
to  be  General  Jackson,  and  received  us  with  appro 
priate  dignity  and  courtesy.  He  had  also  the  whim 
of  pronouncing  all  his  vowels  ;  thus,  of  course,  often 
dividing  words  of  one  syllable  into  two.  On  being 
asked  how  he  did,  he  replied,  "  I  hav-e  a-ches  from 
tlie  top  of  my  he-ad  to  the  ends  of  my  toes  " 

A  Russian  sailor,  whose  name  alike  defied  chirog- 
raphy  and  pronunciation,  was  styled  on  the  books 
John  Williams,  Accustomed  to  a  life  of  toil  and 
active  exertion,  ennui  and  listlessness  seemed  to 
oppress  his  spirits.  He  was  a  perfect  Hercules,  and 
yet  naturally  gentle  and  amiable*  When  addressed 
by  his  fictitious  name,  however,  his  fury  was  at  once 
aroused.     He  imagined  that  he  was  detained  by  mis- 
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take,  instead  of  the  veritable  John  Williams.     I  once 

t advertently  addressed  him  by  that  name.  He  in- 
mtly  atruck  his  fists  together  with  tremendous 
rce,  and  sprang  to  the  doorway,  effectually  barring 
y  egress  from  the  room.  My  courage  immediately 
sank  to  zero*  A  summary  close  of  my  official  duties 
seemed  to  be  at  hand.  But,  fortunately,  the  Physi- 
cian, with  one  glance  of  his  eye  and  a  few  quiet 
words,  readily  soothed  him.     We  were  generally  on 

tttite  a  friendly  footing*     He  had  much  skill   and 
Igenuity,   especially   in    plaiting   straw.     Ue    once 
Forked  for  me  a  little  gift*     It  was  a  sad  embodiment 
his  prevailing  idea  of  a  wrongful  detention,  —  a 
lull  straw  chain,  with  fetters  at  each  end. 
Another  patient  thought  himself  so  large  that  he 
>uld  not  get  out  of  the  doors,  and  invariably  kicked 
id  struggled  and  bruised  himself  at  each  attempt  of 
je  attendants  to  get  him  through.     The  bruises  thus 
?ceived  he  always  exhibited  as  a  complete  demon- 
stration of  his  theory.  —  One  inmate  was  overwhelmed 
by  the  dreadful  delusion  that  he  was  a  convict  under 
Bpntence  of  death,  awaiting  execution.     He  was  so 
Hiruch   distressed,    that   I)r,   Wyman    thought  a   full 
^nd  free  pardon  from  the  executive  might  be  a  pre- 
scription worth  administering,     A  document  of  that 
>ort,  with  a  large  seal  attached,  was  accordingly 
spared,  axnd  delivered  to  him.    It  at  fiist  worked  to 
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a  charm.  But  in  a  few  days  he  became^  if  possible, 
more  desponding  than  ever.  "  For/'  said  he,  "  I  ha 
repeated  the  same  offence,  and  nobody  ever  heard  of 
a  person  being  twice  pardoned.  I  shall  now  certainly 
be  hung." 

An  educated  patient  asked  a  Trustee  to  listen  to 
some  oratorical  rehearsals.  He  immediately  com- 
menced his  recitation.  The  assistant  approached  to 
listen.  When  the  speaker  came  to  the  phrase,  "  and 
smote  him  thus,"  be  suited  the  action  to  the  words, 
and  served  the  unsuspecting  attendant  exactly  like 
his  prototype  of  old,  "  the  circumcised  dog,"  I  have 
had  my  book  ♦  and  pencil  snatched  from  my  hand  by 
one  of  our  inmates,  who,  before  it  could  be  recovered, 
broke  the  one,  and  tore  the  other  to  pieces.  A  patient, 
who,  after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years,  is  still  with  us, 
once  aimed  a  blow,  with  a  carpenters  hammer  which 
he  happened  to  pick  up,  at  the  head  of  Dr.  Wyman, 
who  w^as  standing  with  bis  back  towards  him,  and 
a  step  or  two  below  him.  It  crushed  through  the 
crown  of  his  hat,  and  wounded  his  forehead,  so  th 
the  blood  flowed  copiously.  This  patient,  thougl 
generally  harmless,  I  have  heard  express,  with  truly 
diabolical  earnestness,  the  wish  that  he  could  have 
cut    oflf  the    Superintendents    head,  before    he   bad 

*  By  which  the  Vltitiog  CoomiiUGe  check  the  nanie  of  each  patknt  wheo 
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the  first  breath  of  life.  A  few  years  ago, 
a  large  jack-knife  was  found  snugly  concealed  about 
bis  person,  which  he  had  probably  also  abstracted 
from  a  carpenter  who  had  recently  been  at  work. 

A  female,  who  had  only  been  with  us  one  day, 
broke  a  window,  and,  taking  a  triangular  piece  of  the 
glass,  concealed  it  in  her  hand,  and  carae  out  and 
joined  the  Trustees  and  Dr,  Bell.  She  watched  her 
chance,  and  struck  at  the  doctors  eye,  but  fortunately 
only  slightly  cut  his  cheek,  just  beneath  it  —  A 
patient,  mad  with  delirium  tremens,  was  brought  to 
the  institution.  He  was  placed  for  a  moment  or  two 
in  a  room  where  there  was  a  bed  ripped  open,  and 
in  a  process  of  being  filled.  He  thrust  into  this  bed 
a  large  horse-pistol,  loaded  with  ball  and  primed* 
He  was  then  forthwith  removed  to  another  apartment, 
nothing  dangerous  being  found  about  him.  The  bed 
WM  finally  filled  up,  and  did  service  for  a  year  or  so ; 
when  one  day  this  truly  mysterious  inmate  was  dis- 
covered. In  view  of  these  and  siraOar  incidents,  a 
risitor  cannot  but  feel  a  profound  sentiment  of  won- 
der and  admiration,  alike  at  the  entire  fearlessness 
and  self-possession  of  the  officers,  and  at  the  quiet 
harnilessness  of  those  who  might,  as  it  would  seem^ 
destroy  life  in  an  instant. 

We  turn  now  to  the  Hospital  for  the  sick.  Its 
advaotages  have  been  enjoyed  by  all,  —  the  highest 

60 
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and  the  humblest.     Every  class  in  the  community^j 
alluded  to  in  the  circular  letter  of  1810  as  likely  to 
need  its  aid,  has  received  it     Every  profession  and 
occupation  in  life  has,  from  time  to  time,  here  had 
its  representative.     It  is  seldom  that  there  are  not  iaJ 
this  institution  several   interesting  patients,  particu*] 
larly  among  the  children  and  females,     I  have  ofteo] 
known  six  or  eight  little  girls  made  for  the  moment  I 
forgetful  of  all  their  ailments^  and  perfectly  happy, 
by  a  few  cheap  toys,  or  playthings,  which  altogether 
cost  but  the  merest  trifle,*    Many  a  lesson  of  patient 
endurance   may  be  learned  at  our  visits.      Many  a 
blight  vision  recurs  to  my  imagination,  of  sufferenj 
who,  by  their  truly  Christian  resignation  and  forti- 
tude, through  long,  tedious  months,  warmly  enlisted 
the  sympathy  and  regard  of  all  who  saw  them*     By| 
a  general   rule,  incurable  free-patients   are,  after  i 
trial  of  three  months,  discharged  to  make  room  for 
cases  of  acute  disease  or  recent  accident     One  &ee 
patient  I  recollect,  a  young  girl  who  had  been  with 
us  a  year,  hopelessly  ill,  and  whom  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee  reluctantly  discharged  on  this  ground.     She 
had  no  home,  and  w^as  much  distressed  at  the  thought 

*  A  little  boy  of  five  jears  old,  who  Imd  been  gratified  by  an  ocoiiSoaii 
picttiro-book,  asked  his  nune  wh^  she  did  not  let  Mr.  Doteditch  come  ewry  dtff 
And  a  young  girl,  who  was  a  great  eiiflbrer  from  a  diseaae  of  the  heart,  oocf 
ii<>I>[x*d  me  as  1  was  pasfeitig  her  bedside^  and,  with  much  conceru,  ialgrmcd 
me  that  «lie  ftad  broken  htr  ^ioM  dog. 
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or  her  desolate  situation.  One  of  our  number  told 
her  that  she  might  remain,  as  long  as  she  pleased, 
a  joay-patient,  at  his  expense.  She  gladly  availed 
herself  of  this  offer,  and  died  among  us  more  than 
a  jear  afterwards  ;  having  been  uniformly  cheerful, 
and  always  grateful  beyond  expression  for  the  benefits 
which  the  institution  had  conferred  upon  her, 

A  young  girl  with  an  incurable  disease  (an  internal 
ttimor)  remained  with  us  five  years  and  nine  months  ; 
and  when,  in  January,  1855,  the  Trustees  felt  that 
they  could  no  longer  make  her  case  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule,  they  individually  subscribed  $100  a 
year,  for  five  years,  to  defray  her  board  in  the  house 
of  a  relative.  She  felt  deep  regret  at  leaving  what 
had  become  to  her  a  home,  where  her  periodical 
sufferings  were  skilfully  alleviated  ;  and  where,  in  her 
intervals  of  ease,  she  enjoyed  as  much  as  an  invalid 
like  her  could  do  anywhere,  devoting  herself  to 
reading  and  needlework,  and  receiving  constant  proofs 
of  sympathy  and  regard.* 

A  young  and  delicate  woman,  a  mother^  the  wife 
'Of  a  mechanic  in  this  city,  seeing  her  child,  of  a  few 
years  old,  in  danger  of  being  run  over  by  a  heavily 
loaded  truck,  threw  herself  on  the  ground  before  the 


[•  It  wiU  be  obierred  from  the  date  m  this  parflgmph  that  it  is  one  of 
the  margioaL  additioiui  lutide  bj  Mi.  Bowdltcb  in  his  private  copy  of  his 
Hi»toiT.; 


approaching  wheel,  and  succeeded  in  snatching  ter 
infant  from  certain  death ;  but  had  her  own  arm 
terribly  crushed  in  this  heroic  act,  performed  under 
the  divine  impulse  of  maternal  aflFection.  Her  cas^ 
excited  universal  interest.  Every  thing  was  done  to 
relieve  her  anxiety  about  her  little  ones  at  home,  as 
well  as  to  alleviate  her  own  suffenngs.  She  was  at 
last  discharged  without  any  danger  of  permanent 
injury  resulting  from  her  accident  May  filial  grati- 
tude and  obedience  in  coming  years  be  her  fitting, 
her  all-sufficient  reward  !  The  spirit  of  self-sacrifice, 
thus  shown  in  a  humhle  station,  would  have  adorned 
the  highest  Our  institution  may  well  rejoice  that 
it  had  the  opportunity  of  giving  aid  and  relief  to  so 
deserving  an  inmate.  In  1851,  several  yeai-s  after 
our  heroines  discharge,  a  young  daughter  of  hers 
was  run  over  and  was  brought  to  the  Hospital,  with  a 
broken  limb  which  was  successfully  treated.  Sbe 
had  much  of  her  mothers  beauty.  All  of  us 
who  remembered  Aer,  became  attached  to  her  prettj' 
child. 

One  face  of  surpassing  loveliness  comes  back  to 
my  remembrance.      A   patient  young  in   years,  but 
I  who  had  borne  a  large  share  of  the  ills  of  life,  was 

I  received  among  us.     She  had  buried   husband  and 

I  child,  and  was  herself  soon  to  follow  them,  a  victim 

I  to  consumption 


With  features  whose  regularity  and 
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lieauty  I  have  seldom  seen  equalled,  and  a  brunette- 
complexion  through,  whose  delicate  tinge  the  hectic 
flush  of  disease  was  painfully  visible,  hers  was  always 
an  expression  of  mingled  vivacity  and  sweetness. 
No  visitor  could  beliold  without  emotion  a  being  so 
bright  and  so  graceful,  standing  all  unconsciously 
on  the  very  verge  of  the  grave.  She  was  poor ;  yet 
she  did  not  remain  many  weeks  in  the  Hospital. 
In  a  large  ward  there  is  unavoidably  much  to  annoy 
and  disturb  an  invalid.  She  longed  for  the  loving 
pi^sence  of  her  who  had  cared  for  her  childhood, 
for  the  quiet  of  her  own  home,  "  be  it  never  so 
homely."  And  so  she  left  us.  But  till  her  death 
she  was  attended,  without  charge,  by  a  physician  of 
the  institution ;  and  the  delicacies  of  the  passing 
summer  Avere  daily  procured  for  the  gratification 
of  one  who  was  never  to  taste  the  fruits  of  another 
season.     She  was  to  the  last  a  great  suflFerer. 


"  Beating  heart  and  burning  brow,  ye  are  very  patietit  now  ! " 


H  One  of  the  most  distressing  cases  ever  received 
within  our  walls  was  that  of  a  lad  from  the  Farm 
School.  He  had  playfully  attempted  to  swing,  by 
means  of  an  iron  hook  suspended  from  the  ceiling, 
over  a  large  open  vessel  of  boiling  water  set  in 
brick- work.  His  hands  were  burned  by  the  hook; 
he   involuntarily  let  go  his  hold,  and  fell  into    the 
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water  beneath ;  and  the  whole  lower  part  of  his  body 
was  frightfully  scalded.  His  mother,  one  of  the  most 
experienced  of  nurses,  was  constantly  with  him  in  an 
apartment  where  he  was  separated  from  all  the  other 
patients.  He  lingered  for  some  time,  amid  much 
pain  and  restlessness,  till  he  was  finally  released 
How  vividly  does  that  scene  come  again  before  me, 
—  that  remote  room ;  that  unfortunate  boy,  thui 
dying,  as  it  were,  by  inches;  and  that  devoted 
parent,  who,  through  the  wearisome  days  and  the 
long  nights,  still  hoped  against  hope,  to  be  so  griev- 
ously disappointed  at  last !  As  I  look  back  through 
the  long  period  of  my  connection  with  the  Hospital, 
I  can  recall  nothing  more  harrowing  at  the  time, 
or  more  sad  in  the  remembrance.  And  yet  there 
is  a  melancholy  satisfaction  in  the  thought,  that  I 
have  seen  even  that  poor  boy's  eyes  lighted  up  by 
a  momentary  gleam  of  pleasure  at  some  slight  act 
done  to  afford  him   consolation  or  relief. 

A  sweet  little  girl  of  seven  years  old,  picking  ujj 
chips  in  a  basket  in  the  Maine  Railroad  enclosure, 
was  run  over  by  a  train  of  cars,  and  had  her  foot  cut 
off.  It  was  after  the  ether-discovery.  While  the  sur- 
geons were  amputating  her  limb,  visions  of  beauty 
and  splendor  seemed  to  pass  before  her  mind's  eye- 
She  exclaimed,  ''  What  superb  dresses  !  what  elegant 
ear-rings !  "     As  soon  as  she  became  well  enough,  I 
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scertained  the  time  of  a  directors'  meeting  of  the 
laine  Railroad,  and  took  the  child  there  to  argue 
ler  own  cause.  In  this  instance  at  least,  the  maxim 
>roved  false,  that  *'  Corporations  have  no  souls." 
they  gave  her  case  a  merciful  consideration,  grant- 
ng  three  hundred  dollars  to  be  held  in  trust  for  her 
ole,  personal  use,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superin- 
endent  and  myself.  Through  the  kindness  of  the 
^latron  (Mrs.  Girdler),  it  was  also  arranged  that  she 
hould  be  allowed  to  live  at  the  Hospital,  to  attend 
chool  in  its  vicinity,  and  finally  become  a  seamstress 
the  establishment,  A  future  of  usefulness  and 
.ppiness  seemed  secured  for  her.  Her  parents, 
►wever,  were  Irish,  They  over-persuaded  her  to 
turn  to  them ;  at  the  same  time,  indeed,  informing 
that  within  twenty-four  hours  she  would  be  hun- 
ty,  cold,  and  dirty.  That  she  left  her  adopted  home 
«ra8  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  her  protectors ;  but 
:he  trust  specially  assumed  in  her  behalf  will  still 
»e  sacredly  fulfilled. 

b  In  the  spring  of  1854,  a  beautiful  orphan  girl,  of 
eleven  years  of  age,  was  found  by  a  benevolent  lady, 
hridently  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption,  in  a  cellar 
n  Boston,  where  she  had  passed  the  long  months 
a  most  severe  winter,  suflering  from  insufficient 
d  and  clothing.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Hos- 
tal,  wliere,  during  the  remaining  fortnight  of  her 
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life,  some  slight  atoBement  was  made  for  the  previous  | 
fiocial  neglect  to  which  she  had  been  so  fatallj 
posed.  That  thin,  pale  face;  those  soft  blue  eyes; 
that  voice  never  heard  above  a  whisper  ;  and  that  sad 
smile,  —  had  about  them  a  strange  fascination.  They 
have  lived  in  my  memory,  and  the  joyous  scenes  of 
happy  childhood  have  to  me  more  than  once  beea 
darkened  by  the  painful  vision. 

One  case  is  remembered  which  is  probably  unique 
in  the  history  of  the  Hospital.  An  entire  family, 
natives  of  Boston,  husband  and  wife  and  three  very 
pleasing  young  daughters,  were  admitted  into  the 
institution.  The  father  died  there.  The  others  all 
recovered  from  the  fever  by  which  they  had  beea 
simultaneously  attacked  and  prostrated.  The  con* 
valescent  daughters  visiting  their  mother,  still  very 
ill,  in  a  distant  ward,  and  she  in  her  turn  carried 
down  to  the  ward  beneath  her  own  to  see  and  con- 
verse for  a  few  moments  with  a  dying  husband,  were 
circumstances  alike  novel  and  intc;esting.  i 

Two  cousins*  from  Maine, — bright,  blooming  girls,  " 
—  domestics  in  the  same  family  in  this  city,  and  dear  to 
each  other  as  sisters,  were  admitted  as  fever-patients,  ^| 
and   placed  in  adjoining  beds.     One,  becoming  quite  ^ 
seriously  ill,  was  removed  to  a  differenC  ward,  le$t 
the  other  should  suffer  from  anxiety  on  her  account. 

•  At  the  Hogpital,  they  were  supposed  to  h»ve  been  siBten, 
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The  latter  became  convalescent.  The  attending  phy- 
sician, on  making  his  visit,  expressed  his  pleasure  at 
Beeing  her  so  ranch  better,  and,  alkidiug  to  her  diet, 
said,  "  Now,  what  is  there  to-day  that  you  would  most 
wish  to  have?"  She  looked  up  at  him  with  great 
earnestness,  and  replied,  *'  What  I  most  wish  is,  that 
I  could  see  my  mother."  A  day  or  two  afterwards,  in 
answer  to  her  earnest  inquiries  respecting  her  friend 
and  relative,  she  was  inconsiderately  informed  of  her 
death.  The  shock  of  this  intelligence  overwhelmed 
her.  A  fatal  relapse  shortly  afterwards  ensued  ;  not, 
however,  —  it  is  to  be  hoped,  —  the  result  of  this 

f discretion. 
A  young  and  beautiful  girl  from  Salem,  that  city  of 
fair  faces,  was  admitted,  suffering  intense  pain  in  the 
ball  of  her  foot.  A  local  disease  of  the  bone  was 
finally  developed;  and  amputation  was  resorted  to. 
Her  firmness  and  uncomplaining  gentleness  were 
beyond  all  praise.  She  possessed  a  native  refine- 
ment that  rendered  her  highly  attractive.  The  dis- 
ease re-appeared  on  her  return  home ;  and  she  died 
there,  some  mouths  afterwards,  exhausted  by  pro- 
tracted  sufiFerings.  A  message  of  grateful  remem- 
Hprance  was  sent  by  the  dying  one  to  her  friends  in 
onr  institution ;  who,  on  their  part,  will  assuredly 
never  forget  her  lovely  person,  her  interesting  man- 
3,  or  her  sad  fate. 

51 
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A  young  girl,  the  daughter  of  a  German  clergiinan 
of  this  city,  and  a  teacher  in  his  Sunday-school,  died 
among  ns,  after  a  severe  illness  of  but  a  few  days. 
She  was  an  edifying  example  of  that  equanimity  and 
resignation  with  which  the  young  and  the  happy  are 
sometimes  enabled  to  meet  their  approaching  end 
The  funeral  services  were  performed  at  the  Hospi- 
tal, There  was  quite  a  numerous  attendance  of  her 
friends  and  fellow- worshippers.  None  could  fail  ta 
be  solemnly  impressed  by  the  touching  and  plaintive 
melody  of  their  united  voices,  as  they  poured  forth 
a  hymn  of  sorrow  and  of  triumph  in  their  native 
tongue. 

A  young  man  of  limited  means,  but  of  studious 
habits,  who  had  hoped  to  obtain  an  education,  and 
eventually  to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry,  was»  by 
the  tornado  at  Medford^  in  August,  1851,  crushed  be- 
neath his  father's  house,  so  that  it  was  half  an  hour 
or  more  before  he  could  be  extricated.  He  was 
brought  to  the  Hospital,  where  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  amputate  both  his  limbs,  —  one  above,  the 
other  below,  the  knee.  As  I  witnessed  there  his  uni- 
form patience  and  calmness,  his  unfaltering  trust  and 
confidence,  I  felt  that  he  was  already  a  most  elo- 
quent preacher  of  God*8  word,  consecrated  to  his  higU 
office  by  this  dreadful  calamity. 

But  a  visit  to  the  Hospital  has  also  a  cheerful  side. 


I  How  delightful  is  it  to  see  the  pale  cheek  gradually 
jregaining  its  color,  and  the  feeble  frame  its  strength ; 
to  witness  the  exhilaralion  of  spirit  resulting  from 
jteturning  health,  the  instantaneous  relief  from  agon)% 
the  rescue  from  the  very  grasp  of  death!  And  joy* 
fill  indeed  to  all  beholders  are  the  daily  miracles  of 
ether,  that  "  sweet,  oblivious  antidote ''  to  pain. 
K  Bat  a  few  years  ago,  and  on  one  occasion  of  almost 
"  every  week  at  the  Hospital,  deep  groans  of  distress 
or  sharp  cries  of  agony  penetrated  into  the  innermost 
recesses  of  the  building,  and  were  often  distinctly 
audible  through  the  neighborhood.  Now,  the  per- 
formance of  the  severest  and  gravest  duties  of  the 
i surgeon  awakens  only  the  faint  murmur  of  a  dreamy 
unconsciousness. 
I  will  mention  but  one  instance,  perhaps  as  striking 
as  the  lapse  of  coming  years  can  ever  produce.  A 
young  lady  was  admitted  with  a  tumor  extending 
from  the  upper  to  the  under  surfiice  of  the  tongue, 
which  it  had  become  necessary  to  extirpate.  Dr. 
Hayward  administered  ether.  A  steel  hook  was  then 
inserted  into  the  tongue,  to  prevent  its  being  with- 
drawn by  any  involuntary  muscular  movement.  Next 
the  tumor  was  cut  out  To  stop  the  effusion  of  blood, 
Hci  red-hot  iron  was  then  passed  three  successive  times 
into  the  cavity,  which  was  finally  filled  with  a  piece 
of  sponge.      The  patient  was   then  asked  how  she 
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felt ;  and  her  reply  was,  "  Very  comfortable.**  She 
had  known  nothing  of  all  that  had  been  done.  What 
would  otherwise  have  been  torture  indescribable  had 
been  by  her  xinfelt  In  a  few  daySj  she  was  well 
enough  to  leave  us. 

One  young  girl,  of  about  seventeen,  was  long  con 
fined  by  a  tedious  and  discouraging  complaint  She 
was  a  universal  favorite,  and  was  at  last  discharged, 
well.  A  year  or  two  afterwards,  I  saw  her  standing 
at  the  altar,  in  a  church  brilliantly  lighted,  a  bride  in 
all  the  bloom  of  youth  and  of  renovated  health  and 
beauty.  A  former  House  Physician  was  there  with 
me.  Her  recollections  of  the  Hospital  were  so  agreea- 
ble that  she  wished  to  have  it  represented  on  this,  tlie 
most  joyous  occasion  of  her  life.  She  was  certainly 
one  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  *'  graduates"  of 
our  institution. 

A  young  Hungarian  lady  had  shared  her  husband's 
fatigues  and  privations,  and,  after  a  temporary  sojoum 
in  the  dominions  of  the  Sultan,  had  been  obliged  to 
seek  here  a  new  home*  Her  health  having  become 
impaired,  she  was  for  several  months  the  occupant  of 
one  of  our  private  rooms.  Of  a  noble  and  command- 
ing  stature,  remarkable  alike  for  dignity  and  grace* 
her  beauty  and  her  misfortunes  gathered  around  her 
friends  from  among  the  young  and  the  fair  of  our 
city,  who  were  unwearied   in  the  kindest  and  most 
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lelicate  attentions.  Thus  it  was  determined  that,  as 
far  as  possible »  this  interesting  invalid  should  have  a 
merry  Christmas.  And  a  Christmas  tree  was  pre- 
pared according  to  the  customs  of  her  native  land, 
and  with  its  tapers  lighted  was  borne  into  her  room, 
with  various  gifts  for  use  or  ornament,  of  the  value 
of  several  hundred  dollars.  This  incident,  as  may 
readily  he  believed,  aiForded  her  great  delight,  as  it 
did  likewise  to  such  of  the  other  female  patients  as 
were  well  enough  to  be  present  on  the  occasion. 

Several  years  since,  I  passed  ray  summer-months  in 
the  country,  being  dependent  on  an  omnibus  for  my 
daily  ride  into  the  city,  I  was  the  first  passenger 
called  for.  On  one  occasion,  we  stopped  at  a  neigh- 
boring house.  A  young  Irish  girl  was  assisted  by  two 
of  her  countiTmen  into  the  vehicle.  She  was  suffer- 
ing from  acute  rheumatism,  I  asked  her  where  she 
was  going-  She  said,  '*  To  the  Hospital."  To  my 
aeveral  questions,  whether  she  had  seen  the  Physician, 
or  got  any  permit,  and  whether  she  had  any  means  of 
pacing  her  board,  she  replied  in  the  negative.  "  How, 
then/'  said  I,  *'  do  you  expect  to  get  into  the  Hos- 
pital 1 "  She  answered,  "  /  trust  in  Providence^''  Now, 
by  a  singular  coincidence,  it  happened  that  no  one 
in  the  whole  county  except  myself  had  power  to  give 
her  the  desired  admission.  I  at  once  determined  to 
so,  and  thus  to  justify  the  trust  which  she  had  so 


confidently  expressed.  When,  therefore,  I  left  the 
vehicle,  I  told  the  driver  to  take  her  directly  to  the 
Hospital,  giving  him  a  note  to  the  Admitting  Physi- 
eian,  which  secured  her  reception  on  a  free  bed.  She 
was  cured  in  a  few  weeks,  and  was  always  known  as 
the  '*  Providential  Patient." 

Such,  and  so  varied,  is  the  experience  of  a  Trustee 
in  the  discharge  of  his  oflScial  duties.  I  will  close 
this  review  by  the  mention  of  three  incidents,  the  first 
two  of  which  occurred  in  1846,  and  were  brought  pe- 
culiarly within  my  notice  as  a  member  of  the  Visit- 
ing Committee,  Of  one  of  them  T  inserted  the  fol- 
lowing account  in  a  newspaper  of  the  day:  —  ''Died, 
at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  July  25, 
after  a  painful  illness  of  ten  months,  Angelo  Lathw^r^ 
aged  fifteen  years.  He  was  a  small,  interesting 
Italian  lad,  who  had  exhibited  a  white  mouse  in 
London,  and  afterwards  in  this  city.  Separated  from 
home  and  kindred »  his  patience  and  gentleness  won 
the  regard  of  strangers.  The  sympathy  of  the  oflicen 
and  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution  showed  itself  in 
various  little  attentions  and  acts  of  kindness.  One 
of  the  Trustees  gave  him  a  number  of  a  recent  Eng- 
lish publication,  which  contained  a  representation  of 
himself  exhibiting  a  white  mouse.  He  contemplated 
it  with  as  much  gratified  ambition  as  Napoleon  would 
have  felt  on  viewing  an  engraving  of  the  battle  of 


4 


i\ 


TEAIH    OF    A    Fl^lIALE    ATTEISDAKT. 


407 


Austerlitz.  The  day  before  be  died,  a  beautiful, 
tyoung  white  mouse  was  found  in  the  garden  of  the 
Hospital,  and  brought  to  Angelo.  He  was  delighted. 
The  bitteniess  of  death  was  for  the  moment  forgotten, 
LThe  night  which  followed  was  solemn  and  melancholy 
to  all  his  fellow-sufferers,  as  they  listened  to  his  touch- 
ing ejaculations ;  '  I  cannot  die  !  I  am  afraid  to  die ! 
I  want  my  mother  ! '  But  the  weary  one  was  soon  to 
be  at  rest ;  — 


P     One  c 


*  For  when  tlie  mom  canne,  dim  and  wwl, 

And  cliill  with  early  showers, 
Uh  quiet  eye  litis  cloaei! :   he  had 
Another  mom  than  oura/  ** 


One  of  the  attendants  at  the  Hospital  a  young  girl 
ndth  a  sunny  face,  a  kind  heart,  and  agreeable  man- 
ners, the  very  picture  of  health  and  beauty,  was,  in 
the  spring  of  the  same  year,  attacked  by  a  cough, 
which,  in  a  few  weeks,  was  ascertained  to  be  attended 
with  disease  of  the  lungs.  She  did  not  wish  to  go  to 
her  distant  home.  She  declined  the  opportunity  of 
breathing  the  purer  air  of  a  neighboring  country-town. 
She  preferred  to  die  among  those  who,  for  the  several 
last  years,  had  been  her  companions,  and  amid  the 
scenes  of  her  recent  labors.  The  Trustees,  at  the 
close  of  the  quarter,  directed  that  she  should  be  paid 
in  full ;  though,  for  the  last  half  of  the  time,  she  had 
been  wholly  unable  to  perform  her  duties,  I  wit- 
nessed her  gratitude  at  this  expression  of  interest  on 
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the  part  of  the  Board.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourtk 
of  July,  I  left  a  gay  and  happy  scene, — the  Floral 
Festival  at  the  Warren-street  Chapel,  —  and  walked 
to  the  Hospital  to  see  her.  She  had  just  died.* 
The  companions  who,  throughout  her  illness,  had 
watched  over  her  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and 
assiduity,  had  now  completed  their  sad  offices.  She 
was  clad  in  the  white  robes  of  death.  Grapes,  which 
were  to  be  tasted  by  other  lips  than  hers,  lay  upoa 
the  table.  On  her  shrouded  breast  were  flowers,  to 
whose  fragrance  she  was  insensible.  All  traces  of 
suffering  and  illness  had  passed  away  from  her  coun- 
tenance, which  had  resumed  its  habitual  serenit?* 
The  struggles  of  worn  and  exhausted  nature  were  at 
last  over.     She  rested  — 


•  ai  sweetly  u  &  chUd, 


Whom  neither  Ihought  di^curba  nor  care  encumbers, 
Tiret!  with  long  plaj^  at  close  of  suriimer-daj 
LieA  down,  and  slimil»eri.'* 

We  gathered  around  her  bedside  in  silence.     The 
scene    formed   a   truly   striking   contrast   with   that 
which   I  had  just  left.     But  it  was   not   a  painfal 
one,     ''  For,"   thought  I,  '*  what  more   could   ha\"e^ 
been  done  for  that  poor  girl,  even  by  the  hands  of 

•  The  close  of  her  brief  and  blameleat  career  wa«  tbui  chronicled  ia  ll»« 
recordi  of  the  Visiting  Committee: — ^"Kineltne  Wriglit  died  of  conauotp' 
tion  OR  the  4ihi  institut,  aged  twentyfour,  after  an  illnes«  of  about  ihn^ 
monllie.  She  had  been  for  several  jear§  an  attentive  and  fiuthful  nuni  is 
the  institution/* 
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sisters  beneath  the  domestic  roof?  Surely,  on  this 
occasion^  at  least,  the  Hospital  has  well  performed 
its  mission  of  liindness  and  love." 

rin  1851,  there  died  a  young  woman,  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  who  a  few  months  before  had  been 
brought  to  the  Hospital,  burnt  by  the  breiikiug  of 
a  caniphene  lamp,  in  an  assault  committed  upon  her 
in  a  house  of  ill  repute  where  she  was  an  inmate. 
On  her  bed  of  pain,  she  had  leisure  to  reflect  on 
her  former  life.  The  retrospect  filled  her  with 
horror.  The  severest  physical  sufferings  were  as 
nothing  to  the  agonies  of  an  aw^akened  conscience* 
The  past  had  become  hateful ;  the  present  was  full 
of  anguish  and  distress ;  and  the  future  held  ont  no 
promise.  Young  as  she  was,  life  and  all  its  op- 
portunities had  passed  irrevocably  away.  She  died 
in  the  Hospital ;  and  yet  the  last  moments  of  that 
poor,  degraded  Magdalen  were  soothed  and  cheered 
^ftby  words  and  acts  of  encouragement  and  compassion, 
'  such  as  the  world  seldom  accords  to  its  fallen  chil- 
dren. To  her  contrite  spirit  may  they  have  proved 
a  foretaste  of  that  Father's  mercy  which  she  so  deeply 
needed  and  so  earnestly  sought ! 
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^^^H          Derby,  Kliaa  llasket 

MeUille,  Thomas        ■ 

^^^^H          Eu8tlst  William 

Morton,  Pere^i            ^| 
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Otis,  Harrison  Gray 
Parker,  Isaac 
Parsons,  Theopbilus 
Payne,  "William 
Perkins,  James 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Phillips,  William 
Prince,  James 


Spring,  Marshall 
Story,  Joseph 
Sullivan,  Richard 
Thomdike,  Israel 
Tilden,  David 
Varnum,  Joseph  B. 
"Warren,  John 
Welles,  Arnold. 


The  right  to  elect  members  has  been  but  very 
rarely  exercised.  Six  of  the  gentlemen  constituting 
the  first  Board  of  Trustees  were  chosen  members,  to 
make  them  eligible  to  that  office  (1813):  — 


Barnard,  Tristram 
Bradford,  Gamaliel 
Lee,  George  G. 


May,  Joseph 
Sargent,  Daniel 
Sullivan,  John  L. 


In  June,  1825,  were  chosen  — 

Edes,  Robert  B. . . .  \  ,       ,  ,      ,        .         ^ 

T*M       J\        t  V        \  ^"^^"S"  whom  the  donation  of  a  mummy 

^,      t'  t    '  u*  1  liad  been  made; 

Van  Lennep,  Jacob,  J 

Swett,  Samuel, to  render  him  eligible  as  a  Trustee ;  and 

Wyman,  Rufus,  Dr.,  Superintendent  of  the  M*Lean  Asylum,  who 

was   already  a   member  by  a   donation   of  over  a   hundred 

dollars. 

In  June,  1827,  two  members  were  elected, — 

Ik>wditch,    Nathaniel,   who    was    Actuary   of    the    Massachusetts 

Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company ; 
Codman,  Henry,  to  render  him  eligible  as  a  Trustee. 

It  is  believed  that  not  a  single  member  has  been 
since  elected,  say  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 
All,  however,  who   have  served   as  Trustees   of  the 
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^m           institution  are,  by  a  subsequent 

vote,  made  niembei 

^m           also  all  donors  to  the 

amount 

of  a  hundred  dolli 

^H            and  upwards.     Those 

who  have  become  members 

^M           this  latter  mode  will  be  found  in  the  alphabetical  1 

^^H      of  donors.     The  following  is  an  alphabetical  list 

^g           the  Trustees  of  the  Institution : 

1 

^^^H               Amor  J,  Charles 

Guild,  Benjjimia    H 

^^H              Andrews,  William  T. 

Hallet,  George       H 

^^^^^                 AppletOD,  Samu*.*l 

Head,  Joseph 

H                       Appkuou,  William 

Higginson,  Stcpheayi 

Armstrong,  Samuel  T. 

Hooper,  Roliert,  jllfl 

Barnani  Tristram 

Jackson,  Patrick  US 

Bel  ku  141,  J  oil  11 

Lamb,  Ttioma;»       H 

Bond,  Georjje 

Lawrence,  AbboU  H 

*;                      Bowditch*  N.  I. 

Lawrence,  Amos    V 

1                           Braclford,  Gamaliel 

Lawi'ence,  Amos  Afl 

lirimriHT,  Mnrlin 

Lawrence,  Samuel^J 

Bullrtiti,  William  S, 

Lee,  George  G,     H 

Cliiulnick,  Kbeiiezer 

Loring,  Charles  G)S 

.                              Chiipman,  Joaatlmn 

Lowell,  Francis  C£H 

CoilmHU,  Henry 

Lowell,  Francis  Cifl 

Cool  i  dgt* , '  J  05€  ph 

Lowell,  John           fl 

I                                 Curtis,  Thom;vs  B, 

Lowell,  John  A.     ^M 

•                               Dale.  William  J. 

Lyman,  Theodore, ^| 

Dexter,  Geor*^e  M. 

May,  Joseph            H 

Eilmanils,  J.  Wiley 

MilLs  Charles  H.   ■ 

EJwanlst  Henry 

Oliver,  Francis  J.  B 

Kliot,  Samuel  A. 

Otis,  William  F.    1 

^^^^^                F rands,  F>l>r^nezer 

Parker,  Daniel  P.  ■ 

^^^^H               Gardinor*,  William  IL 

Perkins,  Thomas  ^M 

^^^H                Gray,  Francis  C. 

Phillips,  Jonathan  H 

^^^^H                Greene,  Benjamin  D. 

Pre^cott,  Wiliiam  fl 

^^^^H^H          Greene,  Gardiner 

Quincy,  Josiah       H 

Bobbins,  Dr.  Edward  11. 
Kogt*rs,  Henry  B* 
Sargent*  Daniel 
Sargeut,  Ignatius 
Sears,  David 
Sliaw'  J,  Ilowland 
Sbaw»  Robert  G. 
Sttjveusoii,  J.  Tliomas 
Stone,  William  W. 
S  tor  row,  Chas,  S. 


Storgia,  William 
Sullivan,  John  L, 
Sullivan,  Richard 
Swell,  Samuel 
Thorndike,  Juhn  P, 
Tick  nor,  George 
Tilden,  Jot*epli 
Tuckerman,  Edward 
Wnrd,  Tlionms  W. 
Wtggles worth,  Edward* 


On  this  list  of  Trustees  will  be  found  the  names 

two  individiuils  who,  as  authors,  have  acquired  a 

Wopean   reputation  in  the  respective  departments 

if  history  and  of  Spanish  literature ;   one  President, 

hree  TreasurerSj  and  four  other  Fellows,  of  Harvard 

Dllege ;    one  minister  to   the  Court  of  St.  James  ; 

Wo  raeoibers  of  Congress ;  one  Lieutenant-Governor 

■  Massachusetts,  and   no  less  than  six   mayors   of 

bston  ;  the  two  fathers  of  American  manufactures, 

—  the  late  noble-spirited  Patrick  T,  Jackson,  and  the 

kte  Francis  C.  Lowell,  whose  name   has  been  con- 

prred  upon  our  manufacturing  emporium  ;  and  also 

►ne  who    in   his  day  was  the   head  of  the   Suffolk 

,  and  afterwards  the  most  scientific  agriculturist 

the  Commonwealth.      Associated  with  these    are 

fund  many  of  our  wealthiest  and  most  liberal  mer- 

lants,  —  ilr.   Sears,   Coh   Perkins,   and  others.     It 

ill  not,  I  am  sure,  be  thought  invidious  if  mention 
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is  made  of  two  of  these  as  our  "  Brothers  Cheeryble/' 
—  Samuel  Appleton  and  Amos  Lawrence,*  so  gene- 
rally known  and  so  universally  respected  as  among 
the  most  amiable  and  benevolent  of  our  citizens. 
Both  have  been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes. 
Mr.  Appleton  tells  a  humorous  story,  that,  when  a 
young  man,  he  kept  a  school,  during  the  winter- 
months,  in  a  country-town,  where  he  was  put  up  at 
auction^  to  be  boarded  out  in  the  family  that  would 
consent  to  take  him  at  the  lowest  rate.  Mr.  Law- 
rence tells  an  equally  good  story  of  the  small  shop 
first  opened  by  himself  and  his  brother,  and  of  a 
purchase  of  some  trifling  article  once  made  by  a 
sailor,  who  was  so  pleased  with  his  bargain  that  he 
returned  in  a  few  days  with  several  of  his  messmates, 
and  began  spelling  out  the  sign-boards  in  the  street, 
at  last  exclaiming  with  a  loud  voice,  as  the  modest 
sign  of  which  he  was  in  search  met  his  eye,  "  That's 
it.  A,  and  A.  Lawrence;  that's  the  place;"  an 
instance  of  humble  patronage  which  at  the  time  was 
more  gratifying  than  the  most  brilliant  success  that 
has  ever  crowned  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  a 
firm  now  known   throughout  the   commercial  world. 

*  Mr.  Lawrence  died  Dec.  31,  18o2,  in  the  G7th  year  of  his  age.  Mr. 
Appleton  died  July  12,  185.3,  havinj?  just  entered  on  his  88th  year.  He 
placed  .$*200,()00  at  the  disposal  of  his  three  executors,  for  public  uses.  To 
have  been  thus  selected  as  one  of  the  almoners  of  his  bounty  I  reganl  ai?  the 
most  gnitifying  incident  of  my  professional  life. —  [Mnrqinal  Note  by  Mr.  U] 
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lie  former,  in  advanced  age,  and  unable  to  walk 

fom  his   house,   continues,  in    the  highest  and   best 

ense,  to  enjoy  life.     He  has,  indeed,   no  children; 

fut  a  numerous  band  of  nephews  and  nieces  look  up 

^  him  with  truly  filial  regard.     Indeed,  the  commu- 

ity  itself  ventures  to  apply  to  him  their  familiar  and 

Fectionate  appellation  of  *^'  Uncle  Sam/'    Tliis  name, 

k  the  abstract  so  dear  to  every  patriot,  could  not  be 

>ore  worthily  bestowed.     The  latter,  also  for  some 

Bars  past  an  invalid,  and  luiable  to  attend  at  all  to 

isiness,  is  yet  at  heart  as  young  as  ever,  finding 

asure  and  strength  for  innumerable  good  works  and 

ind  offices.     He,  too,  has  thus  w  on  from  the  public 

corresponding  title  of  respect  and  regard.     Every- 

iy  loves  ^'  Uncle  Amos,"  and  he  loves  everybody. 

le  is  particularly  fond  of  the   young.     For  a  con- 

ierable  time,  and  at  a   cost,   doubtless,  of  several 

housand  dollars,  he  defrayed  the  entire  expenses  of 

Iprivate  Hospital  for  children,  under  the  charge  of 

■6  son,  Dr.  W,  K.  Lawrence.     On  a  bright  winters 

pty,  he  was  passing  a  primary  school  just  as  recess 

legan.     One  of  the  little  girls  cried  out,  ''  How  I 

hould  like  a  sleigh-ride  I '*     He   at  once   filled   his 

^hicle  with  as  many  of  them   as  could  get  into  it. 

my  visits  at  the  Asylum,  I  occasionally  find  that, 

an  amateur,  he  has  preceded  me.     ilr.  Lawrence 
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FBOM   ITS  FOUNDATION. 


PRESIDENTS. 

William  Phillips  ....  from  1814  .  .  through  1826  .  .  13  years. 

Thomas  H.  Perkins  .  .  from  1826  .  .  through  1827  .  .  2  „ 

John  Lowell from  1828  .  .  to  Jan.  1830  .  .  2  „ 

Gardiner  Greene,  from  June,  1830  .  .  through  1832  .  ,  3^  „ 

Joseph  Head  ......  from  1833  .  .  through  1835  .  .  3  „ 

Ebenezer  Francis 1836 1  „ 

Edward  Tuckermau  .  .  from  1837  .  .  through  1843  .  .  7  „ 

William  Appleton  .  .  .  from  1844  .  .  through  1851  .  .  8  ,, 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Samael  Parkman  .  .  elected  1814 and  declined  serving. 

James  Perkins 1815  .  died  Aug.  1822  ...  7}  yrs. 

Thomas  H.  Perkins  .  .  from  1823  .  .  to  June,  1826  ...  3^  „ 
John  Lowell  .  .  .  from  June,  1826  .  .  to  June,  1829  ...  3  „ 
Gardiner  GreeAe  from  „  1829  .  .  to  June,  1830  ...  1  „ 
Joseph  Head  .  .  from  „  1830  .  .  through  1832  ...  2^  „ 
Ebenezer  Francis  .  .  .  from  1833  .  .  through    1835  ...  3      „ 

Samuel  Appleton 1836 1      „ 

Jonathan  Phillips    .  .  .  from  1837  .  .  through    1845  ...  9      „ 

Theodore  Lyman 1846  .  .  died  in    1849  ...  4      „ 

Robert  Hooper from  1850  .  .  through    1851  ...  2      „ 

TREASURERS. 

James  Prince 1813  .  died  Feb.  1821  .  .  .  8^  yrs. 

William  Cochran  .  Feb.  28,  1821  .  died  in  6  months  .  .  i  „ 
N.  P.  Russell.  .  .  .Sept.  14,  1821  .  .  through  1834  .  .  13J  „ 
Henry  Andrews  ....    fi-ora  1835  .  .  through  1851   .  .    17      „ 

53 
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Richard  $ 

^ullivaTi    ,  ,  ,  f\*om  1811  ,  .  through 

1816 

.  .    6  Tears* 

Henry  Co 

«1man  *  ,  ,  ,  .  from   1817  ,  .  through 

1826  . 

^10     „ 

N.  I.  Bow 

■iUtt.-h  -  .  .  ,  .  from  1827  .  .  to  June, 

1H36  - 

.  n  . 

William  ( 

xHiy    .  *  from  June,  1836  .  .  thmugh 

1841   . 

.  ^  . 

Marcus  M 

[ortoni  juo,  .  .  from  1842  .  _  through 

I8al  . 

.10     ^ 

TRUSTEES. 

Thomas  H.  Perkins  .  .  from  1813  .  .  through  1818  .  .    6  years. 

Josiah  Quincy from  1813  .  .  through  1820  .  .    8  „ 

Daniel  Sargent from  1813  .  .  through  1821  .  .    9  n 

Joseph  May from  1813  .  to  Nov.  5, 1826, 

nearly  .....*  14  „ 

Stephen  Higginson,  jun.  from  1813  .  .  through  1815  .  .    3  „ 

Gamaliel  Bradford  .  .  .  from  1813  .  .  through  1823  .  .  11  ^ 

Tristram  Barnard  .  .  .  from  1813  .  .  through  1818  .  .    6  „ 

George  G.  Lee from  1813  .  .  through  1816  .  .    4  „ 

Francis  C.  Lowell  .  .  .  from  1813  .  .  through  1815  .  .    3  ., 

Joseph  Tilden from  1813  .  .  through  1815  .  .    3  „ 

John  L.  Sullivan  ....  from  1813  .  .  through  1816  .  .    4  ^ 

Richard  Sullivan  ....  from  1813  .  .  through  1822  .  .  10  ., 

Jonathan  Phillips.  .  .  .  from  1816  ..  to  July,  1832  .  .  16J  „ 

John  Lowell from  1816  .  .  through  1819  .  .    4  ., 

Joseph  Coolidge   ....  from  1816  .  .  through  1831  .  .  16  „ 

David  Sears from  1817  .  .  through  181S  .  .    3  ., 

£ben  Francis,  part  of  1817; 
chosen  by  Corporation,  1818 

(resigned  for  part  of  1820)  .....  through  1831  say  14  ^ 

Peter  C.  Brooks  .  .  .  elected  1819 but  declined  serving. 

Joseph  Head,  elected  by  Trus- 
tees in  1819;  by  Corporation,  1820         to  June,  1829  .  .  .  8}  y?«. 
Thomas  W.  Ward,  elected  by 
Trustees  in  1819  ;  by  Corpo- 
ration, 1820 through  1823  ...  4  ^ 


^^^H              OFFICERS   OF 

HOSPITAL- 

■ 

419        ^fl 

mnel  Appletoo,  elected  hj 

^1 

Trustet?s  in  October^  18ll>; 

' 

^1 

bj  Cor^>oraCion,  1820 

to  Dec.  18^2  .  . 

3  years.         ^^^| 

II  Belknap    «  «  .  .  .  from  1820 

.  .  lUrough  1822  .  . 

3 

"      ^M 

liel  P,  Vark^T    ,  .  .  from  M21 

,  to  Juh  26.1825  ,  . 

*h 

^M 

sodore  Lyman,  Jan. .  from  1822 

.to July 26, 1825  .  . 

34 

J 

IJamiD  Guild   ....  from  1823 

,  ,  to  Jan.  1834  .  . 

It 

■ 

iliam  H,  Prescatt .  .  from  1823 

,loJuly2G,  1825  .  . 

n 

m 

Kliner  Greene    *  -  .  from  1823 

.  .  to  July.   1830  .  , 

n 

J 

Buel  Swett  .  .  from  May,  1823 

.  ,  in  July,  1826  .  . 

3i 

V 

Irani  Ttickerman  -  •  from  1824 

.  .  through  1836  .  . 

13 

■ 

irje  Ticknor  .  from  July,  1826 

.  .  to  July,  1830  _ 

4 

■ 

WMd  II.  Rabbins  from     „       1 82G 

.  .  through  183i  .  . 

n 

■ 

liam  Slyrgis  .  from     .,      1820 

,  ,  to  July,  1827  .  . 

1 

I 

6s  Lawrence  from  Dec.  5,  182G 

.  U)F^^^b.26, 1831  .  . 

5i 

■ 

r.  Jackson   .  .  from  July,  1827 

.  .  to  July,  1828  .  . 

1 

n 

liy  Codman    .  from     ♦,      1827 

.  ,  .  to  Jan.  1835  .  . 

n 

i» 

1-  n.  Ganiiner  fn>m     „       1828 

I 

IncisC.  Gray,  from     „      1829 

.to  Oct.  30,  1836  .  . 

'4 

*» 

ialiQiimcyJun.from     „       1830 

.  .  through   183G  ,  . 

H 

»» 

m.  D.  Greene  from  Aug.  2G»  1830 

.  .  to  Oct.  8, 1833  .  . 

3 

*• 

pes  Bowdoin,  decti^il  Aug.  1830 

declinet 

I  servin;^.                       I 

toin n  Li  t J  CO  1 D ,  e  k?cteil .  Jiin .  1 8 3 1 

declined  eerving,                       | 

^^e  Bond,  elected  .  Feb.  1831 

.  died  May  23,  1842 

lU 

yrs. 

^rge  Mallet,  elected  .  July,   1 H3 1 

.  .  through    1833  .  . 

n 

f» 

bmtis  W.  Ward,  i^^electea   1832 

and  declined  serving.                  ^| 

l^bott  *Lawrence  from  July,  1832 

.  .  through    1835  ,  , 

H 

■ 

ancis  J.  Oliver  .  .  .  ,  fmm   1833 

.  .  through    lH3.'i  .  . 

3 

m 

tniiel  A.  Eiiot  .  . 

.  from   183-4 

.  .  through    1S3IS  .  . 

5 

m 

lailc^  G.  Lorint^  . 

.  .  from  1834 

,  .  through    1837  .  . 

4 

] 

Ifys  Wyra.in   *  ,  * 

1835 

•    elected  and  decliued  fti^TiMiirr.                        1 

oma5  B.  Curtis  . 

.  .  fron*   1835 

.  .  through  1838  .  . 

4  years.                       ] 

Iirles  Amory  .  .  . 

.  from  183(5 

.  .  through   1847  .  . 

12 

try  Edwards    .  . 
(Duel  Lu  wren  CO   . 

,  .  from  183G 

.  ,  through  1845  .  . 

10 

.  from   183G 

.  .  through   1H38  .  . 

3 

T» 

>ert  G.  Shaw  .  . 

.  from   183(> 

.  .  through   1838  .  . 

3 

f 
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I 

Jolin  V.  Tborndike  .  , 

from 

1836  ,  . 

.  through 

1837  .  . 

2jwu\ 

Mm-tb  Brimmer  .  .  . 

,  from 

18.37  , 

.  through 

1842  .  - 

e 

N 

Robert  Hooper,  jan,  . 

from 

1837  .  , 

through 

1849  •  . 

13 

f* 

N.  h  Bowditch  .  ,  .  . 

.  from 

1837  , 

.  through 

1851  .  , 

15 

f* 

WiUUm  Applelcm  .  . 

.  from 

1838^, 

.  through 

1841  .  , 

4 

- 

Thomas  X4uiib   .  #  *  . 

.  from 

1838  . 

•  through 

1851  .  • 

14 

• 

G^or^  M,  Dexler  ,  . 

,  from 

1839  . 

.  through 

1851  .  . 

13 

f* 

Fnmds  C.  LoweU  .  . 

.  from 

1839  . 

.  through 

1851  •  . 

13 

n 

Henry  B.  Rogers    .  , 

.  from 

1839  , 

•  (omitting  1840) 

through 

1851  ,  . 

12 

M 

Ebeoexer  Chadwick  . 

.  from  1840  . 

.  through 

1842  -  . 

3 

!• 

Ignatiud  Sargent .  .  . 
William  T.  Andrews 

1841  . 

1 

,  from 

1842  . 

.  through 

1847  .  . 

G 

1 

Jonntban  Chapman    . 

,  ,   .  , 

1843  . 

1 

M 

William  R  Otis  .  .  . 
John  A.  Lowell    .  -  . 

.  from 

1843  . 
1843  . 

1 
8 

•  through 

1850  ,  . 

Charles  S.  Slorrow    . 

•  from 

1844  . 

^  through 

1845  .  . 

J 

m 

Edward  Wiggles  worth 

.  from 

1844  . 

,  through 

1851   .  . 

6 

m 

William  W.  Stone  .  • 

.  *   •  ^ 

1846  . 

1 

^ 

J.  Wiley  Edinands  .  . 

«  from 

1847  . 

.  through 

1848  .  . 

2 

*• 

J.  Thomas  Stevenson 

.  from 

1846  . 

.  through 

1851  .  . 

G 

*• 

Chftrle=;  H.  Mills  .  .  . 

.  from 

1848  . 

.  through 

1851    ,  , 

4 

n 

Amos  A.  Lawrence    . 

.  from 

1848  . 

.  tlirough 

1851   •  . 

4 

.' 

William  S.  BuUard    , 

.  from 

1849  . 

.  through 

1851   .  . 

S 

»♦ 

G.  I  lowland  Shaw  .  . 

.  from 

1850  . 

.  through 

1851  . . 

2 

.. 

William  J.  Dale  .  .  . 

.  .  .  . 

1851  . 

1 

- 
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Thomas  IL  Perkins  . 

.  .   .  , 

1818  . 

1 

yeiT. 

Joseph  May 

»  .  .  « 

181U  . 

,  to  Nov- 

1826  ,  . 

S 

- 

Joseph  Head 

Dec  5, 

1826  . 

.  to  July» 

1829  .  . 

21 

IT 

Ebenezer  Francis   .  . 

.  July, 

1829  . 

.  lo  July, 

1831  ,  . 

3 

• 

Edward  Tuckerman  . 

.  July, 

1831  . 

.  to  Feb. 

1835  ,  , 

^ 

1^ 

George  Bond .  .  ,  from  Feb, 

1835  . 

.  to  May, 

1842  *  . 

n 

■ 

L       Robert  H 00 per«  J uu.  June  10, 

1842  . 

.  to  Jan. 

1850  .  . 

5 

■ 

1       K,  L  Bowditch  .... 

1850  . 

.  through 

1851  .  . 

OFFICERS    OF    HOSPITAL.  421 


SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  HOSPITAL. 

Capt.  Nathl.  Fletcher,  April  21, 1821  .  died  May  1,  1825  .  4  years. 

Nathan  Gurney  .  .  .  June  12,  1825  .  .  .  to  Nov.  1833  .  8     „ 

Gamaliel  Bradford   .  Oct.   11,  1833  .died Oct.  23,  1839  .  6     „ 

Charles  Sumner  .  .  .  Dec.  17,  1839  .  to  Mar.  21,  1841  .  2J  „ 

John  M.  Goodwin  .  March  21,  1841  .  .  to  Nov.  2,  1845  .  4^  „ 

Richard  Gii-dler.  .  .  Nov.  16,  1845 to  1852  .  6     „ 

PHYSICIANS   OF  ASYLUM. 

Dr.   George   Parkman   condi-  ^ 

tionally  elected  Oct.  4,  1816 never  served. 

Dr.  Rufus  Wyman,  March  23,  1818  .  .  to  May  31,  1835  .  17  years. 

Dr.  Thomas    G.  Lee,  chosen 

Jan.  16,  1835  .  .   died  Oct.  1836  .    2     „ 

Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell  .  Dec.  11,  1836 to  1852  .  15     ,, 


STEWARDS,  &c.,  OF  ASYLUM. 

John  M.  Goodwin .  .  Nov.  23,  1823  .  .  to  June  4,  1826  .    2]^  yrs. 

G.  W.  Folsom died  in  Oct.  1827  .     1     „ 

Henry  Pierce    ....    Oct.  9,  1827  .  office  abolished, 

Nov.  11,  1828.     1     „ 
Oliver  V.  Bond  (as  supervisor), 

Nov.  23,  1828  .  .   to  Oct.  5,  1830  .    2     „ 

Columbus  Tyler  (as  supervi- 

sor)  Oct.  8,  1830 

Luke  Bigelow,  chosen  Oct.  3,  1832  .  to  March  9,  1834    ) 

„      May  18,  1834  .  to  Nov.  23,  1836    I        " 

William  Wyman  .  .  .  Dec.  2,  1834 2    mos. 

Columbus  Tyler    .  .    Jan.  16,  1835 to  1852  .  16  years. 
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ATTENDING  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  AT  HOSPITAL 

^^^■* 

I)r,  Jjiiiies  Jrtck&on  .  .  April  (5,  1817  .  ,  to  Oct,  13,  1837  .  2«>J  jn. 

„    Julni   C.  Wurren  .      „     G,  1817 to  1852  .  34       n 

,,    WuUer  Chnnning  .  Oct.  4,  18-21  ....  to  Jan.  1839  .  17J     ^ 

,,    Jolm  B.  lirowii  .  Nov.  23,  1823  .    to  Feb.  26,  1826  .    2;     ^ 

„    George  llayw:!!^!,  March 

1%    182C    (first    chosen 

assistant  -  surgeon  ;   tlien 

junior,    Feb.    21,    1830; 

then    cliiet;    Jan.    1838)  ..*.,.  lo  April,  1851  .  25  v?.its. 

M  Eaward   Reynohk  Aug.  3,  1828  .  .  to  April  7,  1H21*  , 

M  George  W.  i)m    ,      „     3,  1828  .    to  new  orp;iinizii- 

tion  in  Feb.  1830.    Ijvcar. 

„    J  o  h  n  Wa  i-e ,  ns  s  i  s  t  a  n  t ,  Se  p  t . 

27,   182*J;  and  resigned 

July    8,    1  8p10  ;    eh 0 sen 

Fob,  10,  18:3[> and  served  1  year  .    8    « 

Jacob  BigeloAv  .    July  8,  18:^6 to  1852  .  lii    - 

,,     Enoch  Hale  ,  .  .  Oct,  13,  1837  .  .    died  Nov.  1848  .  11     .      ' 

,,     Solomon     D*    Tow  us  end. 

February,  1839 to  185t .  13    „ 

„    J,  H.  8.  Jackson.  Jan.  22, 1840 to  1852  .  12    . 

„     IL  I.  BowdJtcb   .    „     28,  184(1 to  1852.    G    « 

,,    Julm  D,  Fisher   ,    »,     28,  1846  ,  died  March,  1850  ,    5    „ 

^^ 

„    U.  W.  Holmes  .  -    „     28,  184r> ...  to  end  of  1849  .    4    ^ 

^H 

„    II.  J.  Bi^relow  .  .    „     28,  1846  , to  1852  •    6    « 

^H 

„    Samuel  Parkman     „     28,  184(J to  1852.    H    „ 

^H 

„    J.  Mason  Wari^n    „     28,  184C .to  1852  . 

^H 

„    D.  11.  Storer    ....  Jan.  1819  (in  place  of  Dr.  Halo)  3    „ 

^H 

„    G.  C.  Shatluek,  jun.      ,,     1850  ( „      „     Dr.  Holme*)  2    .. 

^B 

„    M-  S.  Perry  .  .  .    March,  1850  („      „       Dr.  Fisher)  2    . 

^B 

.,    Iknry  G.  Clark .        „        1851  („      „          Dr.  Hay-              < 

1 

i                                                                           ward)  .  .                   .1     « 
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LIST  OF  ORIGINAL   SUBSCRIBERS 

OF   ONE   HUNDRED    DOLLARS    AND   UPWARDS. 


>y  Jo«eph  May,  E«i.,  In  182B:   conUnuod  by  Henry  B.  Rogen,  E9q..  to  July  10,  1843;   thoto 
marked  (*)  having  been  added  by  Mr.  Rogen. 


IS,  Benjamin  and  Caleb $100.00 

u  Joseph 100.00 

7,  Hannah  R 100.00 

•y,  John 200.00 

•y,  Jonathan 200.00 

ews,  Ebenezer  T 300.00 

eton,  Nathan 500.00 

eton,  Samuel 2000.00 

3ton,  William,  for  himself 100.00 

eton,  William,  for  an  unknown 200.00 

itrong,  Samuel  T 100.00 

in,  Nathaniel 100.00 

ock,  Adam 300.00 

r,  Brown,  and  Co 100.00 

vin,  Aaron 110.00 

ird,  Charles 100.00 

'tt,John 100.00 

tr,  Thomas 300.00 

Stephen 100.00 

ap,  Jeremiah 100.00 

ap,  John 100.00 

.8,  John 100.00 

Y,Amos 300.00 

),  John 100.00 

George 100.00 

George 180.00 

Kirk,  and  Sons 300,00 

Mary 300.00 
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Bradbury,  Charles $100.00 

Bradford,  Gamaliel 100.00 

Bradlee,  Josiah 200.00 

Bradlee,  Thomas  D 100.00 

Bridge,  Nathan lOO.OO 

Brimmer,  Andrew .  100.00 

Brooks,  Peter  C 2000.00 

♦Brown,  Moses 100.00 

Brown,  Samuel lOO.OO 

Bryant,  John lOO.OO 

Bumstead,  Thomas 125.00 

Bussey,  Benjamin 1000.00 

Cabot,  George 100.00 

Cabot,  John 150.00 

Cabot,  Sarah  and  Susan 100.00 

Cabot,  WiUiam 100.00 

Carnes,  Francis 200.00 

Chamberlain,  Richard 100.00 

Channing  Walter 100.00 

Channing,  William  E 100.00 

Chapman,  Henry lOO.OO 

Chelsea,  town  of 145.42 

CliiUl  David  W 100.00 

Cobb,  Samuel 200.00 

Cochran,  William lOO.OO 

Codman,  Charles  R lOO.OO 

Coffiu,  Margaret  (and  Ann  Smith) lOO.OO 

Collections  in  Ward  4 340.00 

Collections  in  Ward  10 373.00 

Coolidge,  Joseph 2000.00 

Coolidge,  Joseph,  jun 1000.00 

Cordis,  Thomas lOO.OO 

Cotting,  Uriah lOO.OO 

Crocker,  Allen 100.tH) 

♦Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W 200.00 

Crowniushield,  George 500.1W 


I 
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s,  Thomas $100.00 

ing,  John  P 5000.00 

ing,  Thomas,  a  share  in  Exchange  Coffee  House, 

worth 300.00 

William 100.00 

I,  Benjamin 100.00 

;,  Nathan 200.00 

s,  Amasa 100.00 

3,  A.  and  C 150.00 

8,  Charles 100.00 

s,  Daniel 100.00 

s,  Eleanor 200.00 

8,  Joshua 100.00 

s,  Thomas 100.00 

is,  William 150.00 

•born,  H.  A.  S 150.00 

rand,  P.  P.  F 175.00 

oie,  Thomas 100.00 

>y,  John 300.00 

)7,  Richard, 100.00 

>y,  Richard  C 300.00 

ereux,  Humphrey 100.00 

ter,  Aaron 100.00 

ter,  Katharine 100.00 

?e,  Pickering 300.00 

-,  John 110.00 

-,  Samuel 100.00 

t,  Catherine 200.00 

ry,  John  S 100.00 

h  David 100.00 

icott,  Samuel 100.00 

ibition  of  Mummy 1257.87 

ts,  Samuel 100.00 

ey,  Ebenezer 125.00 

lule  Association 753.08 

d,  Joseph 100.00 

54 
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Fisher,  Joshua $100.00 

Forrester,  Simon 2000.00 

Francis,  Ebenezer 200.00 

French,  John 100.00 

French  and  Weld 120.00 

Gardiner,  Robert  H 200.00 

Gardiner,  Samuel  P 100.00 

Gibson,  Abraham lOO.OO 

Goddard,  Nathaniel 200.00 

Gore,  John 200.00 

Gray,  Francis  C 100.00 

Gray,  Henry 1000.00 

*Gray,  Horace lOOO.OO 

Gray,  John  C 100.00 

♦Gray,  John  C 1300.00 

Gray,  William 500.00 

Greene,  Gardiner,  $1000  in  three  per  cents 650.00 

GreenQugh,  David 200.00 

Greenough,  David  S 200.00 

*Hall,  Dudley 200.00 

Hammond,  Samuel 200.00 

Hancock,  John 200.00 

♦Harvard  College 213.32 

Hayward,  Lemuel 100.00 

Head,  Joseph 1000.00 

Head,  Joseph,  jun 100.00 

Heard,  Augustine 100.00 

Hedge,  Barnabas 150.00 

Hinckley,  David lOOO.OO 

Hingham,  Third  Parish 504.44 

Holland,  John 200.00 

Homer,  Benjamin  P 100.00 

Homes,  Henry 100.00 

Howe,  John lOO.OO 

Hubbard,  Henry 100.00 

Hubbard,  John ,     .     200.00 
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ociety  of  Massachusetts $5140.56 

ociety  (Merrimack) 2000.00 

I,  Jonathan 100.00 

1 100.00 

;ph 200.00 

'harles 400.00 

araes 420.00 

atrick  T 220.00 

mueljun 100.00 

n  Coffin 500.00 

mas  Kilby 200.00 

il  and  family 300.00 

rain 250.00 

hn,jun 100.00 

5iah 100.00 

Jeth 100.00 

►Villiam 100.00 

Amos  and  Abbott 200.00 

William 100.00 

lis 100.00 

;e 150.00 

h 300.00 

las,  jun 100.00 

tislow 100.00 

d  Wheelwright 100.00 

les 1000.00 

deb 100.00 

•ancis  C 300.00 

•ancis  C 100.00 

hn 450.00 

eorge  W 150.00 

leodore 2000.00 

leodore,  jun 150.00 

Fosiah 100.00 

3tts  Charitable  Fire  Society 900.00 

in 100.00 
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May,  Samuel $100.00 

Miller,  Samuel  R 100.00 

Minot,  William 100.00 

Morse,  John 100.00 

Motley,  Thomas 100.00 

Muiison,  Israel 1000.00 

♦Oakes,  Caleb 100.00 

Odin,  John 200.00 

Odiorne,  George 100.00 

Orne,  Joseph 200.00 

Orne,  Samuel 200.00 

Osborn,  John 200.00 

Otis,  H.  G 500.00 

Parker,  Daniel  P 500.00 

Parker,  John 500.00 

Parkraan,  Samuel 2000.00 

Parkman,  Samuel,  jun 200.00 

Parsons,  Nehemiah 200.00 

Parsons,  William 1500.00 

Payne,  M 100.00 

Payne,  William 100.00 

Peabody,  Joseph 2000.1M 

Perkins,  James 5000.00 

Perkins,  Samuel  G 100.00 

Perkins,  Thomas  II 5000.00 

Perry,  John lOO.Ol^ 

Phillips,  John 100.00 

Phillips,  Jonathan 100.00 

Phillips,  Stephen 200.01^ 

Phillips,  Wm.,  including  $5000  legacy  of  his  father   .     20,000.0i) 

Pickering,  Henry 100.00 

Pickman,  Benjamin,  jun lOOO.OO 

Pickman,  Dudley  L 150.00 

Pickman,  William 300.00 

Pope,  Paschal  P lOO.OO 

Pratt,  John 135.00 
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Pratt,  William $400.00 

Prescott,  William 150.00 

Prince,  James 250.00 

Prince,  John 200.00 

Quincy,  Josiah 200.00 

Rand,  Isaac 100.00 

Randall,  John 100.00 

Reed,  John  T .  100.00 

Revere,  Paul 100.00 

Revere,  Joseph  W 100.00 

Ric«,  Henry  G .     .     . ' 100.00 

Rich,  Benjamin 300.00 

Richards,  John 100.00 

Ritchie,  Andrew 500.00 

Robinson,  Nathan 200.00 

Rogers,  Daniel  D 1000.00 

•Ropes,  William 150.00 

Russell,  Nathaniel  P 500.00 

Salisbury,  Samuel 500.00 

Salisbury,  Samuel,  jun 100.00 

Sanford,  Samuel 300.00 

Sargent,  Daniel 200.00 

•Sargent,  Ignatius 400.00 

Sawyer,  William 100.00 

Sears,  David 5000.00 

Sewall,  Joseph 500.00 

Shaw,  Robert  G 500.00 

Shepherd,  Michael 100.00 

Shimmin,  William 100.00 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel 100.00 

Skinner,  John 100.00 

Smith,  Barney 400.00 

Snelling,  Samuel 100.00 

•Society,  Washington  Benevolent,  Charlestown  Branch     .  200.00 

♦  „        Hollis-street 148.05 

♦  „       First  Church 100.67 


430  ORIGINAL   SUBSCRIBERS. 

^Society,  King's  Chapel $114.44 

*  „       West  Church 190.06 

*  „       Roman  Catholic 100.40 

*  „       First  Parlfih,  Dorchester 168.48 

*  „       Dr.  Bancroft's,  Worcester 14a60 

*  „       Dr.  Pierce's,  Brookline 178.38 

Soley,  John 100.00 

Spear,  Samuel 100.00 

Spelman,  Phineas 100.00 

Spooner,  William 100.00 

Stanton,  Francis 100.00 

Sturgis,  Russell 200.00 

Sturgis,  William 100.00 

Sullivan,  George      . 200.00 

Sullivan,  Richard .  400.00 

Sullivan,  William 200.00 

Tappan,  John 850.00 

Tappan,  Lewis 100.00 

Taylor,  Charles 800.00 

Theatre,  Boston 1190.00 

Thompson,  Abraham 100.00 

Thorndike,  Israel 2000.00 

Thorndike,  Israel,  jun 100.00 

Tilden,  Joseph      . 100.00 

Torrey,  Catherine 200.00 

Torrey,  John  G lOO.OO 

Torrey,  Samuel 100.00 

Touro,  Abraham 300.00 

Trott,  George 100.00 

Tucker,  Gideon 200.00 

Tucker,  Richard  D 100.00 

Tuckerman,  Edward lOOJOO 

Tuckerman,  Edward,  jun 500.00 

Tuckerman,  William  and  Gustavus 100.00 

♦Town  of  Concord 200.00 

♦Town  of  Maiden 193.80 


ORIGINAL   SUBSCRIBERS.  431 

♦Tufts,  Cotton $135.00 

Tufts,  Nathan      .     .     .    '. 100.00 

Upham,  Phineas .  100.00 

Vose,  Coates,  and  Co 100.00 

Waldo,  Daniel .  200.00 

Wales,  Thomas  B 100.00 

Walker,  Timothy '  150.00 

•Walker,  William  J 400.00 

Ward,  Artemas 100.00 

•Ward,  Nahum 100.00 

Ward,  Thomas  W. 150.00 

Ward,  William 100.00 

Warren,  John  C 400.00 

Webster,  Redford 153.00 

Welch,  Francis 200.00 

Weld,  Benjamin 500.00 

Welles,  John 300.00 

West,  Nathaniel 1000.00 

Wetinore,  Eliza , 200.00 

Wheeler,  Elisha 100.00 

Wheeler,  Moses 100.00 

White,  James 300.00 

W)[irni/y,  A?a 100.00 

*Wiggin,  Benjamin  (Exhibition  of  Picture) 1604.07 

Wigglesworth,  Thomas       . 200.00 

Williams,  John  D 1000.00 

Williams,  Moses .100.00 

Williams,  Samuel  G 100.00 

Williams,  Thomas 100.00 

Williams,  Timothy 100.00 

Winchester,  Amasa 100.00 

r^inthrop,  Thomas  L 100.00 

Wood,  John 100.00 

NoTi.  —  Some  of  these  lubscriptiouB  Mr.  Rogers  ascertained  to  be  the  same  which  were 
made  to  free  Iwds;  saj  in  aU,  83,712. 
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1  ii  ««•«»•  i  $3000111 

-fcr  c^  >»»•♦•  ire.                           3iW0ftJl 

♦  pf  :***»•  .         19MM 

I  if               leoifl? 

Iff IMM 

ji  tf  l»)i.*i IJOOCuM 

:  If 6»iPI 

I*  It  7»»*» 7C00II 

:  If &M 

:  If «>« 

r  if  4i:«) 280000 

:  if siojw 

flS^XXOO 

.vX)«)0 

4.i,  :r  2*  •'       .            ^.*).^ 

:   :r IsO.ilO 

:  :c 17O.00 

:  .r ' 153.00 

i-i  --r  ::o 1950.00 

i  o:  :.>5 270.00 

2  of  I  !'.> 25O.(»0 

1  of 120.00 

2  of  110 220.00 

1-viofioo loumoo 

1  of 94.?<9 

1  of CO.OO 

C  of  7.3 450.00 
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•  50 $5050.00 

r 45.00 

f 44.50 

r40 400.00 

r 37.50 

r  30 930.00 

r25 1075.00 

f  20 2280.00 

f 18.00 

f  15 375.00 

r 13.00 

f 12.00 

r '  11.00 

f  10 1780.00 

i'7 14.00 

f5 1285.00 

f4 64.00 

f3 108.00 

f 2.50 

f2 84.00 

n 21.00 

f  S0.50,  and  1  of  $0.25 1.75 

131269.21 
Collections $847.50 

)ilions,  Concerts,  &c 2782.69 

Benevolent  Societies 8993.04 

ty-four  Religious  Societies      ....  2349.97 

r-e  Towns 749.56 

15723.36 

$146992.57 
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dixuifff^  JLiifi»       __-_>-^-«--,..' 
Euufti^  Jtr*,  ^'liieitiia.  --^>---.--      ... 

f^rMf^siaa^  Wiliaai  H, ... 

fS»V«9viUQrfE^  J'.  LiCTrwil 

iS'im'Seek^  S.  L 

K^4«ti.  I>»izftc 

^^^bts^r  J<Miiaik 

lJrakffei«»r,  Jamei  B 

Kf^Mrmi^f  Martia 

f  Vor^,  K  C 

HftffAtt^  V,  C,  jiio 

f ff«/fiiAirMf  JofiD 
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It,  John,  juD $250 

,  Henry 200 

Thomas  G 100 

y  and  Sleeper 100 

t,  Caleb 200 

vick,  Eben 500 

Her,  Abiel 100 

ering,  Jonas 500 

an,  Charles  R 100 

an,  Henry 100 

,  Gardner 100 

ainshield,  B.  W 300 

ogham,  A.  and  C 100 

J,  Charles  P 100 

S  Thomas  B 100 

n,  Peter  R 100 

,  Samuel 100 

ell,  John  James 100 

nds,  J.  W 200 

Samuel  A 500 

itt,  Moses 100 

,  Samuel 200 

ler,  Richard 100 

!S,  John  M 100 

is,  Ebenezer 1000 

ler,  George 100 

ler,  John  L 1000 

ioough,  John 100 

ird,  Benjamin 500 

kvin,  Ozias 500 

,  Francis  C 500 

Horace 300 

JohnC 1000 

Samuel  C 100 

William 100 

e,  Elizabeth  C 500 
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Greene,  Sarah |1<^ 

Greenough,  David  S ^^ 

Hall,  Henry ^^ 

.Hallet,  George ^ 

Hayward,  George • 

Hooper,  Nathaniel • 

Hooper,  Robert • 

Hooper,  Robert  C - 

Hooper,  Samuel -. 

Howe,  George 

Howe,  Jabez  C 

lasisi  and  Goddard 

Jackson,  P.  T 

Johnson,  James 

Johnson,  Samuel 

Joy,  Abigail 

Kendall,  Abel,  jun 

Kuhn,  George  H 

Lane  and  Reed 

Lawrence,  Abbott 

Lawrence,  Amos 

Lawrence,  Amos  A 

Lawrence,  Williiim 

Lawrence  and  Stone 

Lee,  George 

Lee,  Thomas 

Livermore,  Isaac 

Loring,  Elijah 

Loring,  Francis  C 

Low,  John  J.  and  Francis 

Lowell,  Francis  C 

Lowell,  John  A 

Lyman,  Charles 

Lyman,  George  W 

Lyman,  Theodore 

Marland,  John ... 
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Dbert  M $100 

rniiamP 500 

arles  H 100 

d  Slocurab 100. 

benjamin  R 100 

illiam 100 

Ham  F 100 

)aniel  P 500 

Sanies 500 

olm 1000 

,  George 150 

William 100 

William  P 100 

dward  D 100 

William 100 

C.  Gayton 100 

jchal  P 500 

iry 500 

William 500 

William  H 100 

Samuel  R 100 

Josiah,  jun 1000 

Toseph  W 100 

Thaxter 100 

3n,  Jeflfry,  and  Brother 100 

Edward  II 100 

lenry  B 500 

lames  D 100 

)u,  Burrage,  and  Co 100 

,  Stephen 500 

Ignatius 1000 

Lucius  M 100 

lames 100 

V^illard 500 

ivid 2000 

.  G 1000 
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Skinner,  Francis I 

Stickucy,  Josiah 

Stoildard,  Charles 

Sturgi9,  William 1 

Thayer,  John  E 

Thayer,  Nathaniel 

TiUlen,  Joseph 

Timmins,  Henry 

Uphani,  IMiineas •    .   •  1 

WaKlo,  Daniel,  and  sister 

Wulod,  Thomas  B 

Walker,  William  J 

Waterston,  Fray,  and  Co 

Warren,  John  C 

Wi  lies,  John 

Wotmore,  Thomas 

Whitney,  William  F 

Wiggles  worth,  Edward 

Wigglesworth,  Thomas 

Willianus  John  D 

Williams,  Moses 

Total St' 

ANALYSIS  OF  THESE  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

G  of  S2000 « 

11)  of  1000 

l\{\  of  500 

a  of  300 

G  of  250 

14  of  200 • 

78  of  100 

2  of  75 

37  of  50 

2  of  25 
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FREE-BED    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


oralio,  1848-49 $258.00 

barles,  1845-46 200.00 

mes  S.,  1845-48 400.00 

'illiam,  1844. 100.00 

Nathau,  1820  and  1840 200.00 

Samuel,  1850 100.00 

William,  1837-40,  1847-49 800.00 

lercmiah,  Life-bed,  1827 654.00 

[1  Lowell  Railroad,  1848-49 150.00 

d  Maine  Railroad,  1849 100.00 

d  Providence  Railroad,  1848-49 150.00 

IL  L,  1847 100.00 

N.  I.,  1841-51 1000.00 

^osiah,  1843-50 800.00 

Thomas  D.,  1828 100.00 

Martin,  1837-39 300.00 

eter  C,  1826,  §100  ;  1828,  Life-bed,  §810      .  910.00 

ohn.  1840 100.00 

Villiam  S.,  1850 100.00 

.  John,  1828 100.00 

Henry,  1833-30 400.00 

.Joseph,  1827-31 500.00 

John  P.,  1829-43,  1845-47 2900.00 

liny,  1830 100.00 

illiam  C,  1837-38 200.00 

John  James,  1841 100.00 

Cdmnnd,  1828-33,  1845-49 1100.00 

herine,  1826 100.00 

inuel  A.,  1826,  1828,  1840,  1845-47   ....  600.00 

muel,  1828      . 100.00 

L.  G.,  1839 100.00 


440  FREE-BED    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Francis,  Ebenezer,  1826-32 $700.00 

Gray,  Francis  C,  1828-31,  1840-41 600.00 

Gray,  John  C,  1828-32 500.00 

Greene,  Gardiner,  1828-32 500.00 

Greene,  J.  S.  C,  1843-48 600.00 

Ilallet,  George,  Life-bed,  1836 600.00 

Hallet,  Mrs.  George,  Life-bed,  1846 600.00 

Head,  Joseph,  sen.  and  jun.,  Executora,  1826     ....  1200.00 

Head,  Joseph,  1827-28 200.00 

Howard  Benevolent  Society,  1828 lOO.OO 

Howe,  George,  1840,  1841 200.00 

Hubbard,  Samuel,  1837 lOO.OO 

Humane  Society,  1825-50 9700.00 

Ives,  R.  II.,  1847 lOO.OO 

Jackson,  Charles,  1826-43 I8OO.00 

Jackson,  Patrick  T.,  1822  and  1827-40 1460.00 

Jeffries,  John,  1835  and  1844-47,  1849-50 800.00 

Joy,  Elizabeth,  1847-48 166.67 

Joy,  Hannah,  1833-34,  1836-42 900.00 

Lambert,  AVilliam,  1823 400.(X1 

Lawrence,  Abbott,  1828 100.(M) 

Lawrence,  Amos,  1820-32  and  1841 800.00 

Lawrence,  William,  1828 lOO.Oi"' 

Loring,  Abby  ]\I.,  1847-50 40i)M 

Lowell,  Francis  C,  1845-50 50(MN) 

Lowell,  John  A.,  1843  and  184G-40 5()0.<Ml 

Lyman,  Theodore,  1831),  1840-42 \)O0M 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Fire  Society,  1832,  1845-50    .  232.').0i» 

Munson,  Israel,  1820-28,  1831-38,  1843 1200.01' 

Oxnard,  Henry,  1843 10(UH» 

Parker,  Daniel  P.,  1828 lOO.lKl 

Parker,  John,  1820-40 Mm.if^) 

Parker,  J.  B.,  1845-47 237.5" 

Parsons,  William,  1820 wW 

Perkins,  James,  1820 200jK^ 

Perkins,  Thomas  II.,  1825-33 820.'^' 
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)s,  Jonathan,  1828-32,  1843-50 $1200.00 

>8,  William,  1826-27 300.00 

Elizabeth,  1849-50 200.00 

Sarah  P.,  1848-50 300.00 

William,  1828,  1840-42 400.00 

>tt,  William,  1828 100.00 

3nd,  E.  A.,  1848 100.00 

in,  John,  1844-46 300.00 

Hannah,  1844-50     , 700.00 

IS,  Edward  H.,  1827-29 270.00 

5,  Henry  B.,  1844-46,  1849-50 600.00 

jry,  Elizabeth,  1833-43,  1846-50 1600.00 

David,  1825  and  1840 200.00 

ick,  George  C,  1829 100.00 

Robert  G.,  1828,  1840,  1842-43,  1845-50  .     .     .  1000.00 

n,  Francis,  1835 100.00 

William  W.,  1847 100.00 

s  William,  1827-32,  1840-43,  1845-48  ....  1300.00 

n,  John,  1826 100.00 

dike,  Israel,  1826 100.00 

3r,  George,  1826-30 500.00 

rman,  Edward,  1828-32 500.00 

>,  Daniel,  1839 100.00 

S  E.  and  S.,  1827,  1829-50 2300.00 

,  Thomas  B.,  Life-bed,  1828 825.00 

ms,  John  D.,  1826-48 2J00.00 

ois,  Moses,  1847-50 400.00 

Total  to  1851 $65,069.17 
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"TaifAlTffF^. 


Jiavrsi.  :>t»ri      ^iiLi    Tmim    ■  i— M        ....       31 
1^ 

fcj^-^ 

'  •^•miS' 

—     Tj 

nj.-— L  TTA  i*"r>  iir  .         : 

X.i:**M.    '  f  ^''.       ■l.-iraL-r.   AJrtl  

A>»^t-     -•*.:'.       i-l.iir.  '«!^inni»-u  3;r -ii**  JLj^-Jint      .     .     .      ! 
^'1.7.       1  fl-fr.     ^-'-r^rz.  K.-«t^.  oifiacisit  :«:    .... 

•.3*aM^:  ^ttiLe:!".  *w«-k*.  tL  x>«i  LI  .     .      ? 
J'mf^^      l',I*.     I-.^*:!*-  J  .>'.z^  nji  •^ikTftft  is.  Wicrestep 
T  ;-'::cii-7-  ▼  :r± 

t//  Not,  HzT.  I 

11! 

AtJjT/       I  >,:;!•     M^#^Iftj,  Jonathan 

>fffr/:fi,   JHil     Munv/ii,  Nra*;! 2 

M«y,      IHiiK     S'uthoU,  iVrrijaniiu  It. 1 

Juih        XH'Hn     OJivcr,  Thomas 2 


1836.  RiclianlHtMi,  8ir?utn  for  fi^mjile  free  beds  250.00 

1819,  Russell,  Polly 400.00 

1845,  Russell,  W 100.00 

1820*  Savage,  James .  100.00 

^         '      >  Thomas,  Isaiah,  bequest     .     $4599.81 

1845.           „            „        .....     182.02 
184G.  , .     235.00 

""v"} ""» 

525G,83 

1850.     Todd.  Henry .  5000.00 

(      1823.     Toum,  Abrahum 10000,00 

(     1820.  Tucker,  Tk^za,  House  in  Bojiaton  Place, 

sold  for 5350.00 

^     1842*  Tucker,  MargJireU  his  daughter,  for  free 

f                      beds 2929.97 

1845.     Waldo.  Daniel 40000.00 

/     1841.  Warrf'U,  John  C,  fund  for  books  to  be 

I  given  to  Hospital  patientti  ....  1000.00 

1822.     Wtibber,  S*^th  .     .     .     , 1000.00 

ii,  1841.  Wc'^teHield,  Peter,  for  poor  patients     .  165.67 

1^     1851.  Wilder.  I>r,  Charles  W.,  of  Leomioster, 

I                        for  frGG  beds .  20000.00 

ll,  1819.  Williams,  Johu    D.,  store,   whieh  now 

I  renU  for  the  iuterest  of  Sl7,000  .     .  13000.00 

^K  Making  in  all      *     .      $503,922.80 

he  valuations  in  this  list  are  those  on  the  books 
le  Hospital.  The  Province  House,  appraised  at 
000,  brought  only  |33,000.  On  the  Lee  dona- 
there  was  perhaps  a  loss  of  ^7^000  more.  From 
Wilder  donation  there  should  be  a  deduction  of 
00  more  ;  the  M'Lean  $25,000  was  also  deficient. 
le  deductions  (about  f 20, 000)  are  probably  bal- 


#1^,000  or  113,000    on    Mftnr   Bellll 
wmL  ^000  cm  Mr.  W]IHams'$  defiseJ 


Jan. 


June, 
Jmn. 


June, 
Jan. 


lfti9L 
IS36L 
ISSI. 
IStt. 

1338. 

1839. 

IJMO. 
1S40. 
1841. 
1842. 
184;! 
1844. 
1845. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1850. 
1851. 


VMM 


sxmM 
Moano 


Extra 


,,.,...  MmM 

500000 

5000.00 

•.  15000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

20000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

5000.00 

Extra 15000.00 

5000.00 


1 


Extra 


150,681 


Total $654,61( 
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GRAND   SUMMARY  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS,   &c. 


Total  donations,  &c $654,610.36 

Original  subscriptions  for  Asylum  .     .     .  $45,373.34 
Original  subscriptions  for  Hos- 
pital      $101,619.21 

Subscriptions  for  enlargement 

of  Hospital 62,550.00 

164,169.21 

209,542.55 

864,052.91 
Free-bed  subscriptions 65,069.17 

929,022.08 
Deduct  the  en-or  noticed  by  Mr.  Rogers,  p.  431    .     .  3,712.00 

925,510.08 
IVilliam  Appleton's  new  donation 20,000.00 

945,510.08 
Heversionary  interests,  say  — 
Present  value  of  Province  House,  leased 

till  1916 $10,000.00 

John  Redman's  bequest,  at  least     .     .  100,000.00 

Thomas  Oliver's  bequest 50,000.00 

John  Bromfield's  bequest 40,000.00 

John  Parker's  bequest 10,000.00 

210,000.00 

1,155,510.08 
Estimated  value  of  the  rights  under  the  charter  of 
the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, at  least 100,000.00 

Grand  Total $1,255,510.08 

?  '         Sat,  a  Million  and  a  Quarter  of  Dollars. 
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RESULTS    OF    ADldlSSIONS    AND    DISCHARGES    AT  TBI 
M'LEAN   ASTLUH   FROM   ITS   ESTABUSHMEZiT. 


, 

i. 

}i 

T«. 

1 

1 

1 

DMd. 

U 

1? 

1 

4 

18181 
1819 J-  • 

68 

86 

11 

6 

19 

21 

1820  . 

44 

40 

11 

1 

28 

27 

1821  . 

47 

46 

10 

8 

88 

S 

1822  . 

64 

60 

14 

6 

81 

43 

1828  . 

78 

61 

20 

2 

ao 

6« 

18-^  . 

68 

66 

28 

6 

28 

61 

1825  . 

69 

66 

21 

8 

27 

6« 

1826  . 

47 

46 

20 

6 

21 

66 

1827  . 

68 

66 

84 

6 

17 

67 

1828  . 

77 

66 

28 

6 

87 

69 

1829  . 

78 

77 

26 

9 

42 

65 

1880  . 

82 

78 

84 

10 

84 

69 

1881  . 

88 

84 

80 

8 

46 

68 

1832  . 

94 

98 

48 

10 

46 

61 

1883  . 

108 

100 

42 

8 

60 

67 

1884  . 

107 

96 

41 

7 

47 

80 

1886  . 

88 

84 

46 

11 

28 

77 

1886  . 

106 

112 

64 

10 

88 

71 

1887  . 

120 

106 

72 

8 

26 

86 

9 

1888  . 

138 

131 

74 

12 

46 

98 

% 

li*3'.»  . 

U2 

117 

69 

10 

88 

108 

112 

1844)   . 

155 

,   138 

75 

13 

60 

125  !  \^ 

1841   . 

157 

141 

75 

11 

65 

142  '  135 

1M2  . 

.  .   129 

i;i8 

80 

15 

43 

188  ;  14S 

1843  . 

127 

126 

63 

18 

45 

134  1  m 

1844  . 

.  1   158 

140 

68 

19 

53 

152  '  14« 

1845  . 

119 

120 

74 

13 

83 

151  1  wa 

1846  . 

.  '   148 

126 

65 

9 

52 

178  :  m 

1847  . 

.  1   170 

170 

87 

33 

50 

178  1  ITl 

1848  . 

.  1   148 

155 

82 

23 

50 

155 

171 

1849  . 

161 

137 

64 

15 

58 

184 

xn 

1850  . 

173 

157 

78 

28 

51 

200 

201 

Total  .  .  . 

3341 

3140 

1538 
1026 

344 

1258 

Since  Dr.  Bell 

2a30 

1901 

227 

648 

Before   „ 

1811 

1239 

512 

117 

610 

3341 

3140 

1538 

344 

1258 

^^^^v           ^^1 

■ 

rS  OF  ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES  AT  THE   IIOS-             ^^| 

PITAL  FROM  ITS  ESTABLISHMENT. 

^ 

i 

1 

< 

1 

Well. 

i 

i 

ft 

1 

D«ftd. 

1      ' 

p 

1 

pi 

2 

18  ' 

12 

7 

4 

1 

^^M 

1!5 

10,^ 

GO 

28 

a 

12 

^^^H 

188 

174 

81 

69 

7 

12 

1 

4 

^^^1 

S4y 

'dim 

162 

103 

4 

2t* 

7  i 

43 

^^^1 

407 

404 

168 

166 

16 

34 

5 

2 

23 

'^^^1 

553 

650 

228 

221 

68 

30 

3 

^^^1 

428 

428 

im 

148 

67 

18 

3 

3 

^^^H 

544 

&1S 

2C,^ 

172 

59 

29 

6 

3 

11 

^^^B 

685 

527 

aity 

135 

61 

32 

6 

1 

8 

V 

423 

429 

221 

124 

46 

33 

2 

2 

1 

fl 

446 

444 

213 

153 

m 

28 

2 

8 

7  I 

H 

447 

448 

259 

100 

m 

44 

1 

4 

2 

^^^B 

516 

622 

272 

152 

6a 

SI 

7 

7 

^^^M 

481 

48«V 

242 

137 

67 

45 

2 

2 

1 

^^^1 

605 

4t*2 

193 

176 

67 

44 

4 

6 

3 

^^^1 

4H6 

4m 

224 

165 

55 

44 

2 

2 

^^^H 

440 

4&S 

2f)6 

162 

54 

82 

7 

2 

^^^H 

880 

884 

174 

121 

48 

86 

8 

3 

^^^H 

8fi9 

SfiO 

128 

l<il  r      40 

11* 

11 

1 

^^^1 

n*n 

nrio 

\U 

137 

43 

22 

7 

2 

^^^M 

404 

403 

]'A 

162 

m 

2*5 

18 

3 

^^^1 

,       84T 

344 

12L 

137 

45 

25 

13 

8 

^^^1 

3«6 

zm 

izc> 

116 

55 

41 

16 

1 

^^^H 

435 

431 

188 

137 

41 

47 

22 

1 

^^^1 

453 

454 

206 

130 

37 

64 

26 

2 

V 

459 

447 

211 

137 

30 

36 

30 

3 

1 

674 

628 

310 

145  1       54 

67 

27 

2 

T 

1 

8f14 

813 

40C) 

211*         62 

103 

35 

1 

3 

I 

870 

866 

430 

218 

75 

84 

45 

1 

7 

■ 

746 

744 

363 

200 

56 

76 

47 

2 

1 

18549 

18431 

6266 

4203 

1313 

1122 

347 

71 

110 

1354<l 

ia4ai 

nee 

118 

dut^mif  on  rbt»  hooka  te» 

SLlSTjO    ......    ia&33               Do.  (0  a*pt.  1,  ISSl    . 

.    140B1 

<llNc^iaf-f(ni   ou    books    lo 

%h  l^ 

w    .    -    .    .    .    . 

134'JO 

13964 
.    .        1U7 
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ibl«  b  ebnii«d  fram  thr  ofn<'l»i  QuArtfrlr  ICeporCo.    Tb«n  mn  iKNik 

1  of  admbifiioq 

Af  liUtph&m^r^  fo  which  th«  tiambBr^  o|ipfwit<s  to  eweli  immi!  bmvt  Wn 

pontlou«<J  tram 

of  ttit'  pntlent 

ti^i.  nn4  t>f  th**  pttUunt  Ui^t  diRcharic^J,  ou^bt.  to  *bow  the  touil  « 

umh^inK  io  tbf) 
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tiat  tbciM'  iium 

ot  IttvelK'tj  oecurottf^  either  pcvitlvely  or  rf^Litivelv 
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NEED    OF    FURTHER    AID, 


How  much  of  joy  and  of  sorrow,  of  life  and  of 
death,  is  compressed  within  this  little  table  of  adnitf- 
sioiis  and  discharges  I  An  army  of  more  than  thif* 
teen  thousand  sufferers  received,  comforted,  and  card  j 
for  in  our  institution ;  six  thousand  of  these  at 
discharged  well,  and  four  thousand  more,  to  a  \ 
or  less  extent,  relieved :  on  the  other  hand,  mow 
than  eleven  hundred  of  them  borne  from  witbiii  \ 
walls  to  their  long  home  !  *  What  can  surpass  I 
eloquence  of  statistics  ! 


In  view  of  the  facts  now  presented,  one  or  two  con- 
cluding remarks  may,  with  propnety,  be  made ;  aiult 
first,  the  question  may  perhaps  fairly  be  askei 
whether  an  institution  which  has  been  already  thui 
liberally  endowed  needs,  6r  can  ever  need,  any  farther 
aid.  To  this  I  answer,  that  our  two  estates  for  the 
sick  and  the  insane  have  cost  over  $500,000 ;  that 
our  present  invested  funds,  as  stated  in  the  last  annual 
report  for  1851,  were  |171,119.9«,  to  which  add  Mr. 
Wilder's  legacy,  since  received,  and  the  amount  is 
about  $200,000,  yielding  an  interest  of  f  12,000,- 
making,  with  the  annual  payment  of  $5,000  from  the 


*  Tills  exccfisiTo  niortalUf  i«  explained  by  the  fuel  thnt  iiiany  arvliroufM 
to  the  K«)«pital  in  ii  dying  condiUon  ftxiin  recent  accifleuts. 
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[assachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company,  a 
>tal  income  of  $17,000.  The  reversionaiy  property 
which  the  Hospital  is  eventually  entitled,  on  the 
?cease  of  certain  tenants  for  life,  &c.,  will  not  proba- 
ly  be  received  for  many  years,  nor  until  the  increas- 
ing wants  of  the  institution  will  exhaust  all  the 
additional  income  thus  derived*  The  number  of 
patients  at  the  Asylum  is  now  two  hundred, — ^as 
many,  it  is  believed  by  the  Trustees,  as  should  ever 
be  under  the  care  of  one  physician.    This  department, 


•  If  from  the  total  donations,  &C. $1,257,510.08 

We  deduct  ilie  aiiiourita  liitlierto  received  &om 

Uie  Life  InaiirHTice  Company  ......    $160,687.50 

Also  the  free-bed  aubscriptiona    ......        65,069.17 

Tbe  same  having  been  received  and  expended 

OJt  incmne  ..,♦*. *     ,     $Ii!15,T6fi;G7 

Also  the  estimated  value  of  the  life-office  char- 

»ter».  whieh  may  be  at  any  time  annulled  by 
tiie  Legislature 100,000,00 

Alao  the  revenionary  intereata  not  receivable  for 

t   many  years. 210,000.00 
626,750.67 

There  will  remain  for  the  coi^t  of  Htispital  and  Aaylum,  and 

Uie  invesiet!  funds  yieWing  income ^81,758.41 

The  actual  balance  on  the  Treaaurer'i  hooka,  January,  1851,  is 

»97(M),0;K>.38,  wiiich,  uf  couree,  does  not  include  Dr.  Wild- 
er'* legBcy  of  $20,0<X),  &c. 
By  the  Treasurer'*  books,  it  appears  that  the  — 

Coat  of  Hospital  to  January,  1851,  was  .     .    $2(lli,463.92 
Coat  of  A«ylura  to  January,  1851,  wag  .     .       246,845.98 

tCofit  of  Mr.  Appleton^g  new  buildings  will  be       iJOjXfO.OO 
535,809.90 

The  Iwdance  h  the  value  of  the  whole  invested  property  .     .     .    9l%,943v61 
Or  say  about  $200,000. 
67 
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KEED    OF    FURTHER    AID. 


therefore,   will  never  be  materially   enlarged.    TIkj 
amount  charged  for  board  of  its  inmates  was,  dtj 
the  last  year,  $44,183.87.     It  fully  supports  itself,  < 
defrays  its  own  current  annual  expenses.*     But  thm  I 
are  no  free  beds  in  that  department,  and  no  mtuif 
available  for  reducing   the  expenses  of  its  patieotSi 
except  the  six  hundred  dollars  a  year  derived  fiooj 
Mr,  Appleton's  ten  thousand  dollar  fund.      Now,  it  if 
obvious  that  the  sum  of  six  or  even  twelve  thousand 
dollars  a  year  could  be   advantiigeously  applied  for 
that  object*     Tliis  alone  would  absorb  the  income  of 
an    additional    hundred'  and    fiftj^    thousand    dollars* 
Further,  the  grounds  of  the  Asylum  are  by  no  mcam 
sufficiently  extensive.     There  should  be  a  small  fana 
for  cultivation,  besides  more  spacious  enclosures  for 
gardens,  &c.     One  hundred  thousand  dallai*s  more 
would  perhaps  be  judiciously  expended  for  these  ob- 1 
jects.      Though    this    department,    therefore,   is   at  | 
present  carried   on  without  being   a   burden  to  the  j 
general  funds  of  tlie  Corporation,  an  additional  dona- 
tion of  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  could  I 
be  most  usefully  applied   in  reducing  the  expemes 
and  increasing  the  comforts  of  its  large  band  of  on- 1 
fortunate  inmates. 


•  Any  Apparent  nnnual  snr[ilys  of  rerripts  from  the  Asjliim  w  beliiTol  | 
lo  be  lets  tliiin  Ihc  »iiliirk^»  of  the  oflicors.  wliieh,  being  paid  hy  tlie  Trviworrr  1 
from  tlio  general  funds,  incrciLse  to  that  extent  tlie  ejpensfM  of  tlu»  dcpsn-  j 
niuiit» 
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I  At  the  Hospital  in  Boston,  there  are  eighty  free 
is  ;  and,  of  the  remaining  patients,  few  pay  over 
kree  dollars,  —  about  half  the  actual  cost.  The 
lult  is,  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  that  its  annual 
>enses  exceed  its  annual  receipts  by  the  large  sum 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ;  while,  as  we  have 
iist  seen,  our  whole  yearly  income  is  but  seventeen 
lousand  dollars.*  This  deficiency  has  hitherto  been 
lade  good  by  private  subscriptions  for  free  beds,  and 
those  occasional  bequests,  &c,,  from  year  to  year, 
jy  which  the  diminished  property  of  the  institution 
been  replaced.  The  pormanent  supply  of  this 
leficiency  would  require  an  additional  donation  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  A  separate  build- 
ing  for  the  accommodation  of  contagious,  offensive,  or 
delirious  patients,  is  at  this  very  time  urgently  pressed 
upon  the  notice   of  the   Trustees*     The   mere  cost 

*  The  iiitarie«  of  the  itiBtUution  tire  as  follows ;  — 

Treasurer $500 

Secretary  and  Auditor 200 

Phy»idan  of  ABvlum,  including  anniml  grant  of  ^600 2000 

Steward  and  Matron  of  Asylum    , 1450 

AMistant  Physician  of  Asylum 700 

Male  Superrifior  of  Aeylura 500 

FemalG  Supervtsor  of  Asyjum 400 

Supeiintendent  of  Hospital  ...    * 1500 

Admitting  Physiuian  of  Hogpital ,  200 

Apothecary  of  Hospital,  nay  (average) 300 

[iHiT  Medical  and  Surj^ical  Housopupib  at  Hospital,  §50  each      .     .  200 

$7950 
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of  a  suitable  fence  is  estimated  at  ten  or  fifteen  thoa- 
sand  dollars ;  and  the  Board  have  not  hitherto  fell 
themselves    justified    in   ordering    one,    though  weB 
aware  that  the  present  unsightly  structure  disfignm 
and  disgraces  the  institution.     Besides,  the  H 
at  present  accommodates  only  about  a  hundred  ami 
twenty  patients, — ^a  number  extremely  small,  whar 
compared  with  that  in  any  similar  establishment  of 
the  Old  World*     The  necessity  of  another  se] 
Hospital  has  been,  for  this  reason,  already  strenui 
and  ably  urged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Otj 
Government.     There  can  be  no  doubt,  indeed,  that, 
with  the  growing  necessities  of  an  advancing  popn* 
lation,  additional  buildings  must  and  will  be  eveatii* 
ally  erected  within  our  enclosure,  —  greatly  increasii 
the  cost  of  this  poition  of  our  fixed  property,  and 
its  future  annual  expenses.     An  additional  donation 
of  two  or  three   hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
ultimate  extension  of  this  department  would  proba- 
bly be  a  most  judicious  and  useful  charity. 

One  other  question  also  perhaps  remains  to  be 
asked,  viz.,  Have  the  large  sums  already  given  bjr 
the  community  been  faithfully  managed  and  appUedf 
and  have  the  results  of  our  two  departments  been 
commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  means 
placed  at  our  disposal  ?  To  this  inquiry,  1  trust  that 
the    present    publication    will   afford    a    satisfactory 
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^ly.  It  has  certainly  been  the  constant  endeavor 
the  Trustees  to  cheeky  and,  if  possible,  prevent, 
abuses.  In  their  appointments  to  office,  they 
^ve  always  aimed  at  selecting,  without  fear  or  favor, 
>se  indi\'iduals  whom  they  conscientiously  believed 
be  best  qualified.  The  general  fitness  and  wisdom 
these  appointments  they  fearlessly  leave  to  the 
idgment  of  an  intelligent  public.  Where,  indeed, 
can  be  found  physicians  more  wise  or  more  kind  than 
those  who,  from  year  to  year,  have  stood  by  the  bed- 
side of  our  patients?  or  surgeons  more  skilful  than 
those  to  whose  firm  and  cautious  hands,  we  have, 
from  year  to  year,  entrusted  their  lives  and  limbs 
as,  if  need  were,  we  would  have  unhesitatingly 
submitted  our  own?  Where  are  nurses  more  faithful 
and  devoted  than  our  own  "  sisters  of  charity "  ? 
Who  could  have  better  "  ministered  to  the  mind  dis- 
eased "  than  those  who  have  successively  been  called 
by  us  to  that  higliest  of  human  tiusts,  —  the  cure  of 
insanity?  How  ably  have  the  complicated  details 
of  our  two  establishments  been  managed  by  those 
to  whom,  from  time  to  time,  we  have  confided  that 
difficult  and  delicate  task !  That  deficiencies  exist, 
indeed,  in  each  department  of  the  institution,  its  Trus- 
tees are  well  aware.  For  instance,  inadequate  oppor- 
tunities  for  air  and  exercise  afforded  to  the  female 
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patients  at  the  Asylum,*  and  a  tendency  to  an  excess 
of  foreigners   among  the  patients   at   the   Hospital, 
they  feel  to  be  evils ;  and  the  latter  especially  one  of 
the  greatest  magnitude,  tending  to  the  entire  violation 
of  the  intent  of  its  original  founders.    The  Admitting 
Physician  has  been  requested  to  use  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance on  this  point,  that  none  may  be  received  who 
should   properly  be  sent  to  the  city  institutions  at 
South  Boston.    The  admission  of  such  patients  creates 
in  the  minds  of  our  own  citizens  a  prejudice  against 
the  Hospital,  making  them  unwilling  to  enter  it, — and 
thus  tends  directly  to  lower  the  general  standing  and 
character    of    its   inmates.      Some   such    admissions 
must  unavoidably  take  place.    Thus  there  has  always 
existed   a   most   excellent   rule,  that   every   case  of 
sudden    accident   may    at   once    be    brought    to    the 
Hospital.     A  broken   arm    or,  leg  is  a  plenary  cer- 
tificate, entitling  the  hearer  to  all  its   benefits.     Of 
these  sufferers  by  accidents,  —  laborers  on  railroads, 
canals,  buildings,  &c.,  —  a  very  large  proportion  are 
Irish.     Some  of  them  are,  in  all  respects,  most  de- 
serving and  suitable   persons ;    while   others   are  so 
repulsive   in   their   personal  habits  and    appearance 


[*  It  would  have  afforded  Mr.  Bowditch  the  highest  satisfaction  to  have 
known  how  this  deficiency  has  been  met  since  his  death  by  extensive  pur- 
chases of  additional  land.] 


i 


BY   PAST   DONATIONS.  455 

as  to  be  disgusting  and  offensive  to  those  near  them, 
and  most  unwelcome  and  unfit  guests  for  our  neat 
and  orderly  establishment.* 

On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  believed  that  both 
institutions  have  been  uniformly  managed  with  great 
fidelity  and  success.  Massachusetts  has,  indeed, 
within  her  borders  no  nobler  monuments  than  her 
General  Hospital  for  the  sick,  and  her  M'Lean  Asy- 
lum for  the  insane.  Glorious  memorials  of  Christian 
charity,  teachers  of  the  great  lesson  of  man's  brother- 
hood to  man !  long  may  ye  stand,  an  honor  to  the 
ages  past,  a  blessing  throughout  the  ages  to  come ! 

*  In  sach  cases,  the  primary  medical  prescription  is  a  warm  bath ;  and, 
in  many  instances,  a  hath  of  any  kind  is  obviously  an  entire  novelty.  An 
Irishman  of  this  dass  was  received  into  a  sister  institution,  and  made  per- 
fectly clean.  As  he  emerged  from  the  unwonted  process,  the  physician  said 
to  him,  "  Well,  Patrick,  how  do  you  feel  1 "  His  reply  was,  "  Och  faith !  yer 
honor,  and  sure  I  can't  tell  ye  till  to-morrow ;  for  'tis  the  first  time  in  me  life 
I  ever  tried  it." 
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From   August  5,  1851,  to   March  16,  1856. 
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SC0PI8T.  —  Dr.  J,  BaCOIC,  JON.,  ELECTKtJ  THERETO.  ^  CaBE  OF  AlLEOED 

Abuse  at  Asylum  Investigated. — ^ Bequest  from  Mrs.  Salisbury. 
—  Report  for  1851. — ■  I?iIPRovements  Ar  the  Asylum.  —  OroanijeA' 
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Hospital, — Resignation  of  Dr*  J.  C.  Warren,  —  Annual  Meeting. 
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Mr.  Goodhue. —  New  Supervisors  at  the  Asylum.  —  Another 
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or  JuDAB  Touro. —  Death  of  Dr.  Shattuck,  —  Building  op  a 
Foui,  Ward,  — Dii.  J.  Homans  elected  a  Consulting  Physician. — 
Dr*  M.  Rannet,  Ai^simtanT'Physician  at  Asylum. — ^ Pathological 
McsBiTH.  —  Gift  from  S.  Appleton*s  Estate.  —  Gift  op  J.  B. 
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pital.—  Resignation  op  Dr.  J,  Bioelow.  —  Additional  Rooms  at 
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— 'Resignation  of  Dr.  Bell  :  his  Farewell. 
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The  report  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Hospital,  made  by 
the  Committee  for  the  year  1851,  closes  with  the  fol- 
io wiog  acknowledgment  of  the  labor  of  love  and  zeal 
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done  by  IMr.  Bo \^  ditch  in  behalf  of  the  InstitutioB, 
which  he  had  sened  with  such  lideHty  in  very  raauf 
ways :  — 

"  Your  Committee  would  also,  among  the  important 
of  last  year,  notice  the  publication  of  a  most  valuable  vai 
interesting  History  of  the  Hospital,  by  the  private  libcnJit? 
of  the  Chairmfin  of  this  Boanl,  who  has  for  so  many 
aided  the  government  of  the  Institution  by  his  counsel 
exiierience,  and  cheered  it^  inmates  by  his  kindneas  iad 
encouraging  sympathy.** 

Mr,  Bowditch  was  at  that  time*  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees^  which  office  he  held  till  1856, 
when,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  he 
was  elected  Vice-President,  being  annually  re-elected 
as  such  till  his  death  in  April,  186 L 

It  will  be  most  fitting  to  defer  to  the  summary  of 
the  Histoi7  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  last  men- 
tioned an  appropriate  tribute  to  that  honored  man, 
whose  large  and  beautiful  culture^  added  to  fine 
natural  endowments,  whose  sensibility  of  fecliogi 
whose  wise  practical  judgment  and  varied  labors  of 
love  and  ingenuity  were  devoted  to  its  welfare. 

The  last  abstract  in  Mr.  Bowditch's  History  is  of 
the  business  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  its  meeting 
on  July  15,  185 L  Several  matters  of  interest  and 
importance  engaged  the  action  of  the  Board  before 
the  close  of  that  year.     At  the  meeting  on  Aug.  5, 
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Rejoice  Newton,  Esq.,  was  authorized  to  take  proper 
legal  steps  for  collecting  of  the  State  Mutual  Life 
Tnsurance  Company  the  proportion  of  profits  to  which 
tins    Corporation   is   entitled*      An   instrument,  exe- 
cuted   by   the    President,   William    Applcton,    Esq., 
with   the  Boston  and  Lowell   Railroad  Corporation 
-  respecting  the  laying  of  the  Cochituate  water-pipes 
along  a  portion  of  the  line  of  that  road,  was  adopted 
and  ratified.     At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Sept 
16,  an  invitation  was  extended  to  the  expected  guests 
of  the  city,  from  Canada  and  elsewhere,  for  the  ap- 
jroaching    Railroad    Jubilee,    to   visit   both    depart- 
lents  of  this  institution,  in  Boston  and  Somerville,  at 
leir  convenience.     Messrs.  Appletou,  Hooper,  and 
Jowditch  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  receive  such 
isitors. 

At  the  meeting  on  Oct.  10,  it  was  voted  that 
^lien  the  Admitting  Physician  is  called  to  visit  pa- 
tients, applicants  for  admission  to  the  Hospital,  who 
reside  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  city  proper,  he  is 
authorized  to  charge  such  patients  the  usual  fee  for 
his  services ;  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  he  is 
charge  the  same  to  the  Hospital.  A  letter  was 
received  by  the  Board  at  its  meeting,  Nov,  2* 
from  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  accompanying  the  gift 
rotn  him  of  a  valuable  case  of  surgical  instruments, 
rhen  it  was  voted,  *'  That  the  Trustees  gratefully 


462       CHEMIST   AND    MICROSCOPIST    AT    THE    HOSFTTil. 

accept  the  same  ;  and  that  they  would  present  to  Dr. 
Warren  their  sincere  thanks  for  this  new  instance  rf 
his  continued  interest  in  this  institution.*"  The  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  made  a  communication  to  the 
Board,  which  was  referred  for  report  to  Messrs.  Dak 
and  Stevenson,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  i 
Chemist  and  Microscopist  for  the  Hospital. 

At  the  meeting  on  Nov,  16,  the  Board,  contiDuing 
its  care  for  securing  proper  Indexes  to  its  Medical 
and  Surgical  Records,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  I 
fifth  volume  of  the  Index  prepared  by  Dr.  Thaj^r; 
and  the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  pay  him  one 
hundred  and  twentj-five  dollars  therefor.  The  Chfli^ 
man,  Mr.  Bowditch,  was  authorized  to  execute,  on  the 
part  of  this  Corporation,  with  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  of  Boston,  an  instrument  concerning  the  priri' 
lege  allowed  of  connecting  with  the  water-pipes,  and 
drawing  therefrom  for  the  use  of  the  Asylum,  and 
also  regulating  the  rates  of  pajTuent  The  Coffl 
mittee  on  the  appointment  of  a  Chemist  and  Micro- 
scopist made  a  report,  which  was  accepted  ;  and  the 
votes  recommended  by  them  were  passed,  —  tjiat 
such  an  officer  should  be  elected  annually  by  the 
Trustees,  at  the  first  meeting  succeeding  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Corporation,  with  a  statement  of  the 
scientific  qualifications  which  should  be  required,  and 
a  defining  of  the  duties  to  be  exacted  of  him,  ifl 
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He  Medical  and  Surgical  Departments,  in  attendance 
Hi  autopsies  within  ttie  walls  of  the  Hospital,  and 
H  the  preparation  of  records  of  his  observations,  with 
He  privilege,  when  matters  of  sufficient  importance 
HlTe  accumulated  as  results,  of  publishing  them  to 
He  world,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Hospital, 
^hd  at  the  discretion  of  the  Surgeons  and  Physi- 
^nns.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  Nov. 
H),  Dr,  John  Bacon,  jun.,  was  chosen  Chemist  and 
HUcroscopist  for  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
H  Dr,  Bell  reported  another  of  the  cases  occasionally 
■rising  at  the  Asylum,  of  a  complaint  on  the  part  of 
H  patient  of  alleged  maltreatment,  and  requested  the 
Hppointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  case. 
■[essrs.  Bowditch,  Rogers,  Lawrence,  and  Stevenson 
Here  accordingly  appointed  as  such  a  committee. 
Hhe  matter  is  regarded  as  worthy  of  mention  here 
H|ly  as  it  illustrates  the  care  and  patience  and  fidelity 
^Hiich  have  uniformly  been  engaged  on  the  part  of 
Hie  Trustees  in  the  thorough  examination  of  every 
^knilar  complaint  brought  against  the  officials  in 
Sparge  of  either  branch  of  this  institution,  or  against 
any  subordinate  or  attendant.  As  might  be  expected, 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  made  at  the  next 
meeting,  Dec,  14,  asserted  that,  after  the  most  minute 
and  impartial  investigation  of  the  case,  the  charge 
alleged  was  wholly  groundless.     The  Secretary  was 
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instructed  to  read  this  report  to  the  attorneys  of  the 
complainant  if  they  should  be  desirous  of  hearing  it. 

Messrs.  Dale  and  Dexter  were  appointed  to  examine 
the  Treasmer*8  accounts  and  to  prepare  the  annual 
report 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  Dec.  28,  a  letter  was 
read  which  was  received  by  the  Treasurer  fit»m 
Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq.,  of  Worcester.  The  writer 
informed  the  Board  that  his  mother,  recently  de- 
ceased, left  no  will,  but  that  he  found  among  her 
papers  a  memorandum  expressing  her  wish  that  ^,000 
of  her  property  should  be  given  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital.  In  conformity  with  this  wish,  Mr. 
Salisbury  enclosed  a  check  for  that  sum,  In  accept- 
ing and  acknowledging  this  gift,  the  Board  recognized 
the  interest  which  the  late  Mi*s.  Salisbury  had  for 
many  years  manifested  in  this  institution  by  the 
maintenance  of  a  free  bed  at  the  Hospital,  ind 
lamented  in  her  death  the  loss  of  a  benefacti^ess.  The 
Board  also  recognized  *'  in  the  prompt  and  cordial 
fulfilment  of  her  benevolent  intentions  a  gracefiJ  and 
an  honorable  act  of  filial  piety/'  A  vote  ^vn3  passed 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  House  Pupils,  in  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Departments  respectively,  tflj 
make  up  and  present  at  tlie  quarterly  meetings  of  th<^ 
Board  the  Indexes  to  the  Medical  and  Surgica 
Becords.     The   Superintendent  was  directed,  nnde 
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advice  of  the  Chairman,  to  procure  tablets  to  be 
iced   ou   or   under   each   of  the    portraits   in   the 
>8pital,  each  tablet  to  contain  the  name  and  date  of 
death  of  the  original  of  the  portrait.     This  direc- 
^n  was  carried  into  effect  in  November  of  the  next 
ir*     At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board,  held 
the  Asylum,  Jan,  21,  18o2,  the  salary  of  Homer 
Joodhue^  the  male  Supervisor,  was  raised  to  $600  a 
year. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  for  1851 — of  which 

\vrm  ordered  that  fifteen  hundred  copies  should  be 

pinted  —  was   presented  to  the  Corporation  at  the 

innid  meeting,  Jan.  28,  1852.    It  appeared  from  the 

^usurer's  accounts  that  the  whole  income  of  the 

ir  had  been  $21,391.32,  and  that  the  expenses  had 

m  fl>,(n9.13*     The  report  makes  grateful  men- 

jn  of  the  munificent  bequest  of  Dr,  C.  W.  Wilder, 

of  the  gift,  through  the  son,  of  Mrs.  Salisbury ;  it 

fens  to  the  loss  of  the  valuable  services  of  Dn  George 

ly  ward,  through  his  resignation,  and  to  the  appoint- 

mt  of  Dr.  II.  G.  Clark,  as  his  successor;  —  these, 

tlh  the  election  of  new  House  Pupils  and  of  Dr.  J. 

BOD,  juu,,  as  Chemist  and  Microscopist,  being  the 

jkly  changes  in  the  Medical  Staff  for  the  year.    From 

report  of  Mr.  Girdler,  the  Superintendent  of  the 

jspital,  it  appeared    that    the  whole    number    of 

tientii  for  the  year  was  839,  at  an  average  weekly 
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expense  for  board  of  f4.84.  Attention  was  again 
urged  to  the  necessity  of  a  new  building  for  the 
reception  of  contagious,  fonl,  and  other  disorders; 
and  notice  was  taken  of  an  accompanying  commii* 
nication  from  Dr*  Samuel  Parkman,  one  of  the  Sur- 
geons^ on  the  advantages  of  an  additional  wing  willi 
separate  rooms  for  single  patients. 

Dr.  Bell  reported  the  whole  number  of  pauents 
that  had  been  under  treatment  at  the  Asylum  during 
the  year  as  364,  and  as  remaining  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  191.  Dr,  Bell  renews  his  reference  to  the  feet 
that  the  Asylum  is  generally  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  and  that,  though  he  is  constantly  obliged  ta 
refuse  applications  for  admission,  he  never  does  la 
except  the  number  of  patients  woidd  exceed  two 
hundred*  He  regards  it  as  never  permissible  or  jus- 
tifiable to  put  two  patients  in  one  room. 

After  a  reference  to  the  commencement  and  prog- 
ress of  the  new  Appleton  wards,  Dr.  Bell  gives  an 
elaborate  account  of  the  introduction  of  the  Cochituatc 
water.  The  Asylum  had  suffered  from  its  commence- 
ment from  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
for  bathing  and  laundry  purposes:  the  deep  wells 
through  the  diluvial  gravel  of  the  hill,  while  affording 
what  was  exceedingly  fine  for  drinking,  were  so  highly 
impregnated  with  sulphate  of  lime  as  to  interfere  mfli 
their  uses  for  cleansing.     Though  by  conduits  from 
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le  roofs  and  capacious  cisternsj  the  rain-water  which 
?11  upon  an  acre  and  a  half  of  surface  was  availed  of, 
proved  insuflficient ;  and  this  had  to  be  raised  to  the 
>ps  of  the  buildings,  and  distributed  by  expensive 
lethods.  On  the  introduction  of  the  Cochituate  water 
ito  Boston,  and  the  subsequent  provision  for  the 
ipply  of  East  Boston  by  crossing  Chailes  Eiver  into 
Jharlestown  through  pipes  and  an  inverted  syphon 
inder  the  channel,  a  successful  appHcation  was  made 
iiy  the  Board  to  the  Water  Commissioners  for  per- 
lission  to  convey  the  water  from  Charles  town  Square  ^ 
irongh  its  territory,  for  about  t\vo  thousand  feet,  to 
le  flats  at  the  State  Prison,  whence,  by  about  the 
lame  additional  distance,  it  might  be  carried  to  the 
Lsylum.  Permission  was  then  asked  of  the  Charles- 
tow^n  authorities  to  lay  the  necessary  pipes,  —  all  costs 
and  risks,  of  course,  being  assumed  by  the  Hospital 
Corporation.  '*  With  a  degree  of  surprise  beyond  the 
power  of  language  to  express,"  says  Dn  Bell,  the 
authorities  of  Charlestowu  made  the  granting  of 
the  privilege  conditional  upon  the  provision  by  the 
Hospitid  of  a  series  of  hydrants  for  the  use  of  the 
city*  The  Trustees,  not  being  inclined  to  make  from 
their  funds  this  contribution  to  the  fire  apparatus  of 
Charlestowu,  turned,  as  an  alternative,  to  a  route  by 
the  Lowell  Railroad  and  its  bridge.  Full  and  uncon- 
ditioned permission  was  granted   on  application  for 
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this  privilege,  though  the  necessary  works  had  to  be 
carried  for  more  than  a  mile  on  the  crowded  track 
of  that  road.  The  full,  pure  stream  poured  into  the 
Asylum  in  December,  rising  in  the  domes  to  a  level 
about  twelve  feet  below  its  surface  in  the  Beacon-hill 
Reservoir.  Dr.  Bell  describes  very  minutely  the 
processes  and  the  materials  used  in  this  enterprise. 
Block-tin  pipes  were  preferred,  from  2  to  2  J  inches  in 
diameter,  in  lengths  of  about  15  feet,  united  at  the 
joints  by  melting  the  metal,  instead  of  by  soldering. 
The  pipes  cross  a  main  bridge  and  three  minor 
bridges,  and  are  led  under  water  in  sttongly  ironed 
oak  logs,  the  interstices  being  filled  with  plaster  of 
Paris,  and,  where  there  was  danger  of  freezing,  en- 
closed in  wooden  boxings  filled  with  melted  resin. 
Though  the  cost  of  the  undertaking  was  near  $6,000, 
it  was  still  found  to  be  a  saving  one. 

Dr.  Bell  again  refers  to  that  steady  adaptation  by 
which  the  furnishings,  the  arrangements,  and  the 
management  of  the  Asylum  have  fitted  it  to  afford  the 
fullest  means  of  comfort,  and  even  of  luxury,  to  a 
class  of  patients  who  had  been  used  to  a  generous 
mode  of  life,  and  who  with  their  friends  were  able 
and  willing  to  pay  more  than  remunerating  charges 
therefor.  In  this  way  the  Asylum  is  enabled  to 
receive  many  patients  in  very  restricted  circumstances, 
either  gratuitously  or  at  rates  much  below  the  actual 
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Bspcnse.  In  fact  tbe  major  portion  of  its  iDmates, 
B^iikg  charged  much  less  than  the  actual  outlay  for 
Hieir  support  and  oversight,  are  receivers  not  only 
B'om  the  general  fund  of  benevolence  contributed  to 
Hie  institution,  but  also  from  the  annual  contributions 
HI  their  behalf  made  by  the  friends  of  a  few  of  the 
batients. 

I    Dr.  Bell   closes  his  report  by  adverting  briefly  to 
■bose    results   of   his    experience   so   faithfully   and 
Intelligently  acquired  by  him^  which   he  sustains  by 
m  quotation    from    an   eminent    author    and    director 
pf    a    similar  institution,  relating  to    the    occasional 
complaints    of  discharged   patients,  or   their   unwise 
or  uninformed  or  credulous  friends.    He  had  learned 
_to  bear  patiently  all  the  annoyances  visited  upon  hira 
B'om    these   sources^  trusting,   as    he    might,   to    the 
.contidence  reposed  in   him  by  the  Trustees  in  their 
constant  routine   of  inspection,  and  to  the  thorough 
I    investigation  of  each  and  every  case,  however  mis- 
taken or  groundless  the  allegations  of  complaint  or 
rumor. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held 
on  Jan,  28,  1852*  and  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  after  it  was  held  on  Feb.  22. 
It  appeared  that  the  following  officers  bad  been 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  viz.,  William  Appleton, 
President ;    Robert   Hooper,  Vice-President ;    Ueury 
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Andrews,  Treasurer;    Marcus    Morton,   jun.,  Secre- 
tary ;  Messrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch,  G,  M.  Dexter,  A. 
Lawrence,  F.  C.  Lowell,  C.  H.  Mills,  G.  H.  Sb 
X  T.   Sterenson,   and    E.   Wiggles  worth,   Trust 
on  the  part  of  the  Corporation ;  and  Messrs,  J.  i' 
Bigelow,  W.  S.  Bttllard,  W.  J.  Dale,  and  T.  Lan. 
Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth.     N  I 
Bowditch  was  elected,  by  ballot,  Chairman  of  ; 
Board   for  the   ensuing   yean     The  officers   of  t 
Hospital  and  Asylum   for  the  year  were  chosen 
follo^vs:   Drs.  J.  Jackson,  J.  Jeffries,  G.  C-  Shattuck, 
and  E,  Reynolds,  as  a  Board  of  Consultation ;  Drs. 
J.  Bigelow,  J,  B,  S,  Jackson,  G.  C.  Shattuck,  Jan., 
U.  L  Bowditch,  M.  S,  Perry,  and  D.  IL  Storer,  Visit- 
ing Physicians ;   Drs,  J.  C  Warren,  S.  D.  Townsend, 
J.  Mason  Warren,  S-  Parkman,  H.  J.  Bigeloiv,  and 
IL  G,  Clark,  Visiting  Surgeons ;   Dr.  J.  Bacon^  jufl., 
Chemist  and  Microscopist ;  Dr.  S.  L,  Abbot,  Admitting 
Physician ;  E.  Girdler,  Superintendent  of  the  Hos* 
pital ;   Dr.  L.  V.  Bell,  Physician  and  Superintendent 
of  the  M'Lean  Asylum;  Columbus  Tyler,  Steward; 
and  ilrs.  M.  E.  Tyler,  Matron,     The  Standing  Com* 
mittees  of  the  Board  were  appointed,  and  the  Visiting 
Committees  were  arranged  for  the  year.      Henry  ft 
Rogers  not  having  been  re-appointed  a  Trustee  on  the 
part  of  the  State,  the  Board,  by  a  preamble  and  rote, 
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nnaniraously  passed,  presented  to  liim  its  thanks  for 
Ms  twelve  years  of  devoted  service, 

**  In  tlie  annals  of  this  charity,"  reads  the  vote,  '"  tliere 
will  hardly  be  found  an  instance  of  more  devoted  official 
fidelity-  To  his  personal  influence  and  exertions,  more  than 
to  any  other  cau^e,  we  are  indebted  for  tliat  noble  public 
Bubscription,  which,  by  the  enlargement  of  the  Hospital,  has 
doubled  its  means  uf  usefulness.  He  was  vigihint  in  enforc- 
ing a  prudent  economy  in  the  expenditures  of  the  institution. 
Our  records  bear  witness  to  his  clear  and  able  reports  on  the 
Tarious  important  subjects  which,  from  time  to  time,  were 
submitted  to  his  consideration.  The  donation  book  has  been 
under  his  exclusive  control.  His  votes  have  always  been 
given  in  accordance  with  hie  convictions  of  duty,  even  when 
they  involved  the  sacrifice  of  personal  feelings." 

Happily  the  Board  was  not  to  be  long  deprived 
of  the  services  of  this  faithful  member  of  it. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  on  May  7, 
a  letter  of  reply  from  Mr.  Rogers  was  received  and 
read.  On  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Bell,  Dr.  C.  Booth 
was  elected  Assistant  Physician;  Homer  Goodhue, 
male  Supervisor;  and  Miss  U.  R.  Barber,  female 
Supervisor  of  the  Asylum.  < 

A  communication  from  the  Physicians  and  Sur* 
geons  was  laid  before  the  Board,  asking  whether  they 
should  not  return  a  negative  answer  to  an  inquiry 
made  of  them  by  the  House  Pupils,  —  "  If  they  are 
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to  consider  themselves  amenable  in  matters  puny 
medical    and    surgical    to   any   officer   of  the 
poration,   other   than  the  attending  Physicians 
Surgeons  1 "     The  action  of  the  Trustees,  when  I 
*'  inquuy  "  came  before  them,  might  well  be  infefl 
from    their    own    sense  of  their   duties,  rights, 
responsibilities,  from  their  ready  and  courteous  rec< 
nition  of  the  professional  and  official  claims  of  th 
to  whom  they  delegated  authority  within  the  walli 
the  Hospital,  and  from  their  intention  to  retain  1 
own  reserved  authority,  even  if  the   assertion  oy 
involved  a  rebuke   to  any  who  might  bring  it  uo 
question.     It  was  — 

Voied^  "That  every  officer  of  ihe  Hospital,  in  the  tCs* 
charge  of  his  duties,  is  responsible  to  the  Board  of  Tru?l«i. 
In  matters  purely  medical  or  gurglciil,  indeed,  the  Boifl 
confide  in  the  ability  ami  discretion  of  gentlemen  B€lect€«I  W 
theinstjlves,  and  would  not  tlunk  of  interfering  with  tbeir 
prescriptions  or  practice.  But  ehould  a  specific  charge  be 
made  against  any  Physician  or  Surgeon,  either  of  a  wjuil  of 
competency  and  skill,  or  of  humanity  or  delicacy  in  iht 
treatment  of  a  patient,  the  Trustees  would  feel  it  to  be  O0C 
only  their  right,  but  their  duty,  to  investigate  the  cirtttB- 
stanccs  of  tiic  case,  and  to  act  as  in  their  opinion  should  H 
required  hy  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  lodtitatioa 
and  of  the  community.  So  likewise  the  Trusteea  will  nol 
interfere  with  the  professional  duties  prescribed  to  medici 
and  surgical  jiiipiis  by  their  iinmedtate  superiors,  but  willi 
nevertheless,  at  all    times,   hold   them   accountable   for  tit 
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irlbrfnance  of  those  duties  in  an  exact,  kind^  and  proper 


ler. 


Voted ^  **  That  the  Trustees  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
iieir  surprise  at  the  inquiry  thus  submitted  by  the  medieal 
Qd  surgical  pupils,  —  an  inquiry  which  would  seem  to  be 
>unded  on  an  entire  misapprehension  of  their  own  true  posi- 
>n9  and  an  unwillingness  to  recognize  the  paramount  au* 
fiority  of  this  Board,  or  of  its  duly  constituted  committees.*' 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  votes  was  ordered  to  be 
*nt  to  each  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and 

Committee  of  the  Trustees  was  instructed  ''  to 
iqiiire  whether  there  has  been  any  want  of  due 
jbordination  and  propriety  ou  the  part  of  any  of 
le  House  Pupils/*  and  especially  to  investigate  the 
brcurnstances  of  a  case  which  had  been  brouglit  to 
le  notice  of  the  Visiting  Committee.  The  same 
immittee  was  to  consider  and  report  whether  it 
|raii  expedient  to  make  any  change  in  the  rules  and 
pgulations  in  regard  to  House  Pupils,     As  was  to 

expected,  frankness  and  a  mutual  understanding 
Uposed  of  this  question*  Up  to  this  time,  the 
•mi-monthly  meetings  of  the  Trustees  had  been 
jld   at  the  Hospital,  after  the  close  of  the  second 

rice  on  Sunday,  The  meetiiig  on  Monday,  June 
1852,  was  held  at  the  American  Insurance  Office, 

State  Street,  as  were  also  several  subsequent 
lecting)!.     At    the    meeting   on   June    21,    a    com- 

ucutian    was   received    from   Jacob    A,   Dresser, 

m 
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aDuouncing  a    legacy   of  f 2,000    to    the    Hostpital, 
by  the  will  of  James  Ingersoll,    deceased.     Gralfr'] 
ful  acknowledgments  were  passed  for  this  beque§t 
The    Board,   at    its   meeting   on   Aug.    17,  elected] 
George   G.  Tucker  Hospital    Apothecary. 

At    tlie    meeting   of    the   Trustees    on    Nov.  21J 
action  was  taken  on   an  occasion  tlie  occurrence  rfj 
which  was  the  cause  of  pahifiil  interest  within  the  I 
walls  of  the  Hospital  and  to  the  community  outside  I 
of  it     At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  No%%  7,  the  I 
case  of  James  Clancey,  who  had  died  on  that  dajl 
in   the  Hospital,  had   been   referred  for  full  inTeslir| 
gation   and   report   to   a   special   Committee.     The  I 
report,  which  was  submitted  at  a  meeting  on  Not. I 
10,   and    then  laid  upon   the   table  for  future  c^m-j 
sideration,  was  acted  upon  at  a  meeting  on  Nov.  15, 
and,  after  being  amended,  was  unanimously  accepted,] 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded  at  this  meeting,  on  the] 
21st.     It    appeared    from    tlie    report,  after   a   mool 
thorough  investigation,  that  by  a  mistake  which  bad 
occurred,  without,  however,  involving   any  culpable 
neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Hospitid  Apothecary,  tbtj 
Surgeons    accidentally    administered    chloroform  forj 
the  usual  preparation  of  chloric  ether,  to  three 
jects    of   operations.     The    third    of    these    patients,] 
James    Clancey,  whose    arm    had    been    amputated, 
after  the  use  of  the  aniusthetic,  sunk  into  a  stale  of  I 
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isensibility,  from  which  he  was  recovered  only  to 
ie  in  a  few  hoars  afterwards ;  and  also,  that  when 
was  apparently  in  a  dying  condition,  one  of  the 
jeons  *'  accidentally  ponrcd  into  liis  mouth  a 
([laantity  of  undiluted  caustic  ammonia," 

The  Committee  considered  the  ch'ciimstancos  as 
isclosed  to  be  of  a  very  serious  character.  After  a 
*ry  full  discussion,  the  Board,  "  having  good  reason 
believe  that  every  precaution  will  be  taken  to  pre- 
*nt  such  deplorable  accidents  in  future/'  voted,  *'  That 
furthei*  action  be  had  iu  the  premises."  Also 
>ted,  ^'  That  this  event  is  a  solemn  warning  to  all 
•rsons  connected  with  the  Hospital  to  exercise  the 
teatest  care  in  the  performance  of  the  delicate  and 
icult  duties  which  devolve  upon  them/' 
At  the  meeting  on  Dec,  5,  Messrs.  Bigelow  and 
Lawrence  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine 
the  Treasurers  accounts,  and  to  prepare  the  annual 
report. 

At  the  meeting  on  Jan.  2,  1853,  Messrs,  Dexter 
id  Lowell  gave  notice  that  they  should  decline  a 
-election  as  Trustees- 

The  Trustees  received  at  their  meeting  on  Jan.  19, 
1853,  the  following  letter  of  that  date  from  Dr*  John 
X  Warren :  — 

*^  Gentlemen,  —  For  some  years  I  have  contemplated 
sii^ning  the  office  of  Surgeon  in  the  Masaiichusctts  General 
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Tbe  desire  of  tmnstDittiiig  to  otbera  the  resiiltf  i 
ns  liithefto  pxerented  the  execution  of  tUf ' 
Hftwin^  seeoniplished  tbe  pniposed  object  afl  wdl 
I  ooiildv  I  would  DOW  reqoest  that  iiij  name  be  not  b* 
ig  tbe  eandidmtes  at  Tour  next  election  ;  desiring 
f0tk  at  tbe  saofte  time  to  accept  mv  thanks  for  die  confideM 
ivUch  jMi  bave  «o  loiig  ^oeoded  to  me.  And  I  wo 
fistbar  ask  leai^e  to  add  that,  in  the  performance  of 
larftjLsifOPal  duties,  that  to  tbe  Hospital  has  ever  stood 
nt  in  nuT  txund  to  all  other*,** 


The   preamble   and   Tote   which    were    thereupon! 
passed  by  Ae  Trustees  must  be  copied  here,  alike  | 
on  the  score  of  their  historical  as  of  their  pe 
ditracler:  — 

''More  than  forty  rears  ago  Dr.  AVarren,  and  his 
ate>  Dr»  James  Jackson,  bv  an  admirable  circular  letter,  1 
ealled  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  necessity  of  a  Ho«pi*j 
tal.  Becoming  thus  one  of  our  original  founders,  be  mw I 
appointed  our  first  Surgeon ,  and  has  been  annually  it- 1 
elected  to  that  office  ever  since- 

^HU  name  has  become  ilhistrious  in  the  annals  of  Amen- 1 
can  Surgery,  and  reflects  honor  on  the  Institution  wbidi  iij 
so  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  its  establishment  and  sucees-l 
Finding  here  those  opportunities  of  professional  pradioe  bf  J 
which  his  own  i&kill  and  experience  were  from  jear  to  jorl 
increased^  he  has,  in  return,  devoted  to  the  gratuitoos  per- 
formance of   his  official  duties  among  us  much   time  an' 
thought  during   a   long  life.     By  pecuniary  donations  *n^ 
otherwise,  he  has  manifested  a  continued  interest  in  the  wt^* 
fare  of  tbe  Hospital,     And  now  that,  having  completed  la* 
labors,  he  is  about  to  retire  from  tlus  honorable  and  reepoa- 
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sibic  gituatioQ,  the  Trustees  would  assure  him  of  their  best 
wiebe^i  for  his  future  health  and  happiness.  And  they  would 
>ngnitulate  the  Institution  and  himself  on  the  chx^umstance 
iiat  lie  leaves  behind  hiiu  in  our  service,  and,  as  we  hope, 
>r  many  years  to  come,  a  son  whose  high  professional  skill 
and  attainments  are  universally  recognized  as  worthy  of  his 
~  ;>arentage, 

Vuled^  That  Dr,  Warren    be    requested   to   sit  for  his 
ABt.  or  portrait,  to  be  preserved  at  the  Hospital,  and  that 
Lowell  and  Dexter  be  a  Couimittee  to  communicate 
to  him  tliis  wish  of  the  Trustees*" 


The  report  and  documents  for  the  year  being 
^^eceived  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Corpo- 
^Bation  at  the  coming  annual  meeting. 
J^  At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Feb*  6,  1853,  after 
'  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  on  that 
^dny,  it  appeared  that  the  same  officers  of  the  Hospital 
^Biud  been  elected  as  in  the  last  year  on  the  part  of  the 
Hkorporation  and  of  the  Board  of  Visitors ;  except  that, 
on  the  part  of  the  former,  Messrs,  Dexter  and  Lowell 
hanng  declined  further  service,  Messrs.  Henry  B. 
^  Rogers  and  Charles  H*  Warren  were  chosen  in  their 
^Klaces.  All  the  members  of  the  Board  were  present, 
^^Hl  ytt*  N«  I*  Bowditch  was  re-elected  Chairman. 
It  was  voted  so  to  amend  a  rule  both  of  the  Hospital 
and  the  Asylum  that  the  Board  of  Consultation  should 
enceforwurd  consist  of  three,  instead  of  two,  Phy- 
cians  and  Surgeons. 


n.    iiiMBh^^^  ii  wiifc  if  itii  tifiaiiM" 

bHBs  TimiiJ.  or  Biiifcw,  «f  f'i.OW. 
of  piiiiKi  mhmtttA  to  the  Hoapttl 
had  ben  «M,1U 
repaid  by  p^Tiiig 
The   weMj   expeMe    of   ndi   polim 
fl.'M.     TW  win  wirj  of  m  farf  waid  fe 

of  m  mj  esiaeit  chofMlpf  is 
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made  to  the  sad  case  already  related,  of  the  death 
of  a  patient,  caused  apparently  by  mistake  in  the 
administration  of  appliances,  which  was  "  the  subject 
of  public  comment  and  inquiiy/'  The  retirement 
.of  Dr.  J-  C-  Warren  is  noticed. 

Dr.   Bell  reports   the   number  of  patients  in  the 
Ajsylum,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  as  336 ;  reraain- 
ing,  201.     He  is  again  obliged  to  speak  of  the  over- 
demand   upon  the   accommodations  of  the  Asylum, 
iBVolving  the  rejection  of  as  many  patients  as  had 
been   received,  with  the  pain  of  constantly  turning 
ick  from  the  doors  uuxious,  exhausted,  and  hopeful 
Eiends,  who  had  brought  their  charges  trusting  for 
?lief-     The   other   New   England   Asylums,  public 
id    private,  he    says,   are    filled,  while   insanity    is 
probably  an  augmenting  form  of  disease.     The  pro- 
portion of  incurable  cases  under  his  charge  naturally 
icreases   from    tlie    kind    care   they  receive,   when, 
rom    year   to   year,  they  are   the   residuum  of  the 
(whole  number.    Dr.  Bell  reiterates  his  protest  against 
lany  refuges  for  the  insane^  save  those  over  which 
[the   community  legally,  or  by  a  Board    of   Visitors, 
exercises    control.     Philanthropy,  by  generous    gifts 
[and  bequests,  must  henceforward,  as  heretofore,  pro- 
vide what  the  public  cannot  be  expected  to  furnish 
for  those  having  means  of  their  own.     E^en   after 
the   Appleton  wards,   which    are    in    progress,  shall 
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>cnt  upon  the  alterations,  adaptations,  extensions, 
id  patchings  up  of  the  buildings  at  Somerville. 
>f  course,  Dr,  Bell  offered  these  suggestions  with 
le  allowance  that  they  were  of  such  a  nature,  and 
ivolved  so  many  serious  conditions,  that  the  Trus- 
w  could  not  be  expected  at  present  to  do  more 
lan  give  them  a  hearing. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  Chairman 
ras  **  requested  to  collect,  if  possible,  a  complete  set 
of  the  reports  and  other  documents  of  the  Hospital, 
id  to  have  them  bound  and  placed  in  the  library." 
In  Bowditch  had  abeady  earnestly  devoted  his 
^searches  to  that  object;  and  the  Trustees  com- 
litted  the  matter  to  one  most  willing  and  competent 

effect  it. 
_At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  Feb.  20,  a  letter 
received  from  Uomer  Goodhue,  resigning  the 
ice  of  male  Supervisor  at  the  Asylum.  In  ac- 
^ptiug  his  resignation,  the  Trustees  instructed  the 
rbitiug  Committee  to  express  ''  their  regret  at 
ting  with  one  who  had  so  long  and  faithfully 
>rformed  the  responsible  duties  of  his  office,  and 
to  request  his  acceptance  of  a  gold  watch,  with 
suitable  inscription  upon  ita  case,  as  a  testimonial 
cif  their  apjireciatiou  of  his  services.^ 

The  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  March  6,  sanc- 
^ned    an    arrangement    made   by   Br,   Perry    with 
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Mb  aaiociates,   for   the   performance    of   his   dti 
doling  his  proposed  Tisit  to  Europe.     A  ebaiige  ^ 
made  in  the  term  of  serrice  of  the  House  Offic 
80  that  henceforward  they  should  enter  npon 
duties  on  the  first  dav  of  MaT  of  each   vear. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  on   March  'iO,  it  | 
the  nomination  of  Dr.  Bell,  George  C.  Lincoln  wis 
elected  male  Supervisor,  and  >fiss  Relief  R  Barbel 
female   Supervisor,  of  the   Asylum,  —  the  salary  flf 
the  former  being  fixed  at  foOO.     The  Visiting  0>i!i-^ 
mittee  were  authorized  to  procure  a  new  operatin 
chair  for  the   Hospital.     The  Chairman,  Mr.  Bow^j 
ditch,   received   the    thanks   of  the    Board  for 
bound  volumes  of  reports  and  other  Hospital  docii'^ 
ments,  which  he  presented  at  this  meeting. 

On  May  22,  the  Trustees,  at  their  meeting,  acfc 
on  the  report  of  a  Committee,  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  consideration  of  a  proposed  change  in 
the  regulation  concerning  House  Pupils.  It  was 
then  voted  that  but  one  of  them  each^  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Depaitments  of  the  Hospital,  should 
reside  within  the  walls,  and  live  in  the  family  of 
the  Superintendent,  —  neither  of  them  more  tbaa 
BIX  months  in  any  one  year,  nor  less  than  thr 
months  consecutively*  One  of  the  House  Pupils 
was   to  be  within  the  walls  at  all  times. 

After  the    business  of  the  Board,  at  its   mcctinj 
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July  15,  had  been  done,  the  Chairman  proposed 
lie  following  preanible  and  vote,  which  were  unani- 
jiisly  adopted :  — 

^The  funeral  of  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  Appleton  takes 

ice  this  afternoon,  and  the  bells  of  the  city  are  novr  tolling 

a  public  expression  of  respect  for  one  of  its  worthiest  sons 

its  noblest  benefactnrH,  who,   at   the   advanced   age   of 

jhty-seveo  years,  has  died  universally  beloved  and  regretted. 

>rmerly  a  Trustee  oF  this  institution,  and  always  cherishing 

llively  interest  in  its  welfare,  we  are  happy  to  acknowledge 

ir  indebtedness  to  hiin,  alike  for  his  valuable  personal  ser- 

ces,  and   for  a  large   share   of  that   bounty  which  iic  haa 

always  so  wisely  and   so   liberally   bestowed. 

B  "  This  Board  would  present  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased, 

^r  whose  affectionate  attentions  and  devoted   care  h!s  life 

has  been  for  so  many  years  proloni^^ed  and  rendered  lKip[»y, 

the  assurances  of  their  profound  sympathy,  now  that  she  has 

lost  a  companion  and  friend  by  whom  slie  was  ever  most 

ternlerly  beloved.      Voted ^  That  this  Board  do  now  adjourn 

to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  deceased," 

An  Analytical  Index  of  the  Surgical  Records  of  the 
Hospital,  made  by  Dr.  Samuel  Kneeland,  jun.,  had 
been  laid  before  this  meeting,  for  which  thanks 
and  compensation  were  voted,  with  a  request  to 
Dr.  Kneeland  to   continue  the   Index. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  Nov,  20,  1853,  a 
letter  was  received  from  Dr.  S,  L.  Abbot,  accompany- 
ing the  Index  of  the  Medical  Records,  made  up  by 
him  to  vol.  1K6,  inclusive,  for  which  compensation 
.was  voted. 


u 
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Trz*-yr:   re   pr=.3f%L     Frca   this  report  it  appeared 

iL^    ibe   220Kse   ctf*  :he   Corporation  for  the  fast 
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ir  had  been  f  21,672.48  ;    the  pecimiary  property 
the    institution    being   $182,212.88.     There    had 
en  admitted  into  the  Hospital  925  patients.    The 
*rage  weekly  expense  of  each   patient  was  f  4.87. 
le    expenses    of    the    Hospital   were    $32,615.30, 
which  sum  only  $5,562.27  were  paid  by  patients. 
Samuel    Cabot,  jun.,  had  been   elected  a  Visit- 
Surgeon    on   the   resignation    of    Dr.    John    C 
rarren.     The  Hospital  is  pronounced  to  be  in  good 
bndition,  as   regards  economy  and    discipline ;    and 

officers  are  spoken  of  with  high  approvah 
^Ih".  Bell  reported  that  114  new  patients  had  been 
ceived  into  the  Asylum,  195  remaining  at  the  end 
the  year.  This  was  also  the  average  number  of 
ients  within  the  walls,  being  more  than  was  con- 
it  with  the  best  care  and  comfort  of  the  inmates. 
le  pressure  on  the  Asylum  had  been  such  that  it 
probable  that  three  times  as  many  applicants  had 
Bn  refused  as  had  been  accepted.  Dr.  Bell  is 
bliged  to  remonstrate  with  bis  professional  brethren 
not  ascertaining  in  each  case,  before  sending  a 
patient  thitlier,  whether  there  is  a  chance  of  accom- 
modation. The  responsibility  thrown  upon  him  has 
been  very  painful,  either  of  incommoding  and  injuring 
jil  those  within  the  walls,  or  of  sending  away  an 
applicant  in  a  state  of  prostration  and  danger.  He 
reports  most  of  the  rooms  in  the  new  Apploton  ward 
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for  males  as  occupied,  and  congratulates  the  Trusl 
OD  this  provision  of  luxiirious  apartments  for  suchu 
have  been  used  to  like  privileges,  —  by  a  method, 
which  so  directly  reduces  the  charges  for  support 
oversight  to  the  less  favored  in  pecuniary  resource. 
He  renews  his  suggestion,  founded  on  present 
prospective  needs,  for  the  provision  of  another  A«f 
lum  to  be  devoted  to  female  patients.  The  Committet 
in  the  annual  report  look  favorably  on  this  suj 
tion,  but  do  not  feel  able  to  promote  it. 

The  Chairman  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  communi- 
cated memoranda^  which  he  had  made  and  gathei 
in  preparing  matter  for  the  tablets  under  the  poi 
—  of  the  dates  of  the  birth  and  death  of  the  bexse- 
factors  of  the  Hospital.  These  memoranda  are 
tered  upon  the  records. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Feb.  19,  the  Visit- 
ing Committee  presented  a  surgical  operating  chair 
invented  by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  and  constructed 
under  his  supervision ;  and  it  was  voted,  *'  That  in 
consideration  of  the  excellence  of  the  chair,  and  the 
ingenuity  displayed  by  Dr.  Bigelow  in  its  construe- 
tion,  it  be  called  '  The  Bigelow  Operating  Chair,*  in 
honor  of  the  inventor." 

The  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  March  19,  re- 
ceived a  comniimicatiou  from  the  executors  of  the 
hite    -Tudah    Touro,  of   New  Orleans,   announcing  a 
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F  legacy  in  his  will  of  $10,000  to  the  Hospital ;  where- 
r      upon  the  following  preamble  and  votes  were  unani- 


mously adopted :  — 


pw 


More  than  thirty  years  ago  there  died  in  this  city  one> 
of  Jewish  faith  and  parentage,  who  lieqneathed  to  tliis 
atitution  the  sum  of  $10,000*  The  name  of  Tonro  haa 
ceforth  been  fn miliar  to  us  as  that  of  one  of  onr  chief 
:nefactor3.  And  now  another  of  the  same  name  and  line- 
,  an  eminent  merchant,  who  for  fifty  years  haa  resided 
the  distant  city  of  New  Orleans,  has,  by  like  liberal  be- 
'^nests,  remembered  the  home  of  bis  own  ynuth  and  its 
"▼arious  charitable  institutions  which  were  the  objects  of  his 
brother's  bounty  :  therefore  — 

^  Voted,  That  the  Trustees,  in  accepting  the  legacy  of 
t^he  Inte  Jutlah  Touro,  recognize  in  it  an  act  prompted  by 
fniternal  love  and  a  philanthropy  not  confined  witliin  the 
narrow  bounds  of  time,  place,  or  sect." 

Another  vote  authorized  the  Treasurer  to  receive 
|nd  make  discharge  for  this  generous  legacy. 

The  death  of  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  for  many 
fears  one  of  the  Consulting  Physicians  of  the  iusti- 
ition,  having  been  announced  by  Dr.  Dale,  it  was  — 

Voted ^  That  the  Board  have  received  the  intelligence  of 
be  decease  of  Dr.   Shattuck  with  deep  regret.     That  tliey 
emember  with  grateful  satisfaction  his  long  and  useful  con- 
"nection  with  the  institution  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Consul- 
tation.    That  in  common  with  the  citizens  of  Boston  they 
deplore   his   loss  as  one  who   lluuiigli   a   lung   and   eminent 
careei*  in   his  (trofcssiou   was   distinguished   for  acts   of  dis- 
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interested  beoeTolence  to  the  poor,  ttiakiog  liU  mtm 

to  this  community.     That  his  munificent  doit 

cause  of  learning  and  science  entitle  hira  to  the  _ 

a  public  benefactor ;  and  that  in  honor  of  his  memorr  i  ntM 

of  these  proceedingis  be  made  and  tranamitted  to  the  -li^ 

of  tlie  deceaaed.^ 

After  the  subject   had  frequently  been  before  ^i 
Board  at  its  meetings,  a  Committee  to  whom  it  b 
been  referred  reported  at   this  meeting   in  favoi  ^ 
erecting  a  buUding  for  patients  suffering  under  ottcL 
sive    diseases,  near   the   north-west    comer  of  to 
Hospital  grounds,  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000,    A 
remonstrance  itgainst  said  location  from  those  residiu* 
near  the  Hospital  was  read ;   and  it  was  voted  tlut 
Messrs.    Bullard,  Rogers,    and   Wigglesw  orA  be 
Building  Committee  to  erect  a  building  accordiag 
the  report  of  the  said  Committee, 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  April  22^  Di 
John  Homans  was  elected  a  Consulting  Physician,  il 
place  of  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  deceased.  Dr.  Bel 
reported,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  on  July  18,  that  ll 
had  engaged  Dr.  Mark  Ranney  of  the  Butler  As}*!!!! 
as  additional  Assistant  Physician.  The  salari'  for  ttli 
new  officer  was  fixed,  at  the  meeting  of  the  TrustM 
on  Oct  18,  at  |60i). 

The  Physicians  and  Surgeons  offered  a  communl 
cation  to  the    Board    at    their   meeting  on    Nov.  i 
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scommending  the  establishraeat  of  a  Pathological 
'uscum  at  the  Hospital,  and  the  Visiting  Committee 
TO  instructed  to  report  upon  the  subject.  The 
"easurer  was  authorized  to  execute,  acknowledge, 
d  deliver  a  legal  instrument  coveuanting  with  the 
oston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Corporation  to  establish 
claim  on  the  score  of  the  privilege  —  which,  by 
Ourtesy,  had  been  granted  the  Hospital  ^ — of  laying 
gas-pipe  from  Boston  across  the  track  of  said 
ilroad  to  the  Asylum ;  and  agreeing  at  any  time, 
hen  so  requested,  to  remove  the  pipe  at  the  charge 
'  the  Hospital  The  Visiting  Committee  reported 
the  meeting,  Nov.  19,  that  it  was  expedient  to 
tablish  a  Pathological  Museum  at  the  Hospital, 
hereupon  it  was  "  voted  that  the  report  be  ac- 
pted.  and  that  the  subject  be  referred  back  to  the 
Jonimittee  to  report  a  system  of  rules  for  the  man- 
ement  of  the  Museum,  and  to  nominate  a  suitable 
rson  as  Curator," 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Dec,  3,  the  follovv- 
^  communication,  from  the  trustees  under  the  will 
t  the  late  Samuel  Apple  ton,  was  read,  dated  Boston, 
Nov,  18,  1854:  — 

I**  As  trustees  uader  the  will  of  the  late  Samuel  Ap[»letuii, 
d  in  accordance  widi  what  we  believe  wauUl  have  been 
his  wish,  we  have  transferred  to  the  Massacluisetts  General 
Hospital   the  following    stocks,  appraised   according  to  tlie 
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of  liM   eMOe,  as   nearly  aa  may  be,  at  the  i 
of  ten  tlKMisaxMl  dollars ;  to.,  five   shares  in  the  Am* -'^f'.' 
Manofaetiiring  CompaDj*  one  share  in  the  Stark  Wil**  i^v 
AmrcB  m  ilie  Merrimack  Manufacturing  Company,  and  m 
share  in  the  AppleCoa  Maoufacturtng  Company.     This  duon'  I 
tioo  ia  made  in  trust  to  constitute  a  fund  the  income  of  whkti 
abaU  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  poor»  curable  patients  xt  di  j 
McLean  Asylum   for  the  Insane.     In  other  words,  it  if  *' 
be  added  to  the  exUting  *Appleton  Fund*  of  tliai  <lq^^"' 
meat  of  the  Institution.'* 


Signed  by  N.  Appleton,  Wm.  Appleton*  and  S*  U 
Bowdttch*     It  was  then  — 

^  FWerf,  That  the  donation  be  accepted  upon  the  tenn 
mentioned  in  the  said  communication,  and  that  the  SeOifr 
tary  be  directed  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Board  to  dK 
trustees  under  tlie  will  of  the  late  Samuel  Appleton.^ 

Mr*  J.  B.  Bradlee  having  sent  to  the  Treasuitr 
$1,000,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  life  free  bed, 
it  was — 

^Voled^  That  art.  1,  chap.  8,  of  the  Kules  and  Kcfu- 
lations  of  the  Hospital  be  so  amended  as  to  read  a&  follows 
'All  subscriptions  for  free  beds  shall  date  from  Jan.  I* 
in  each  year,  and  any  individual  subscribing  $100  shall  bt 
entitletl  to  a  free  bed  at  the  Hospital  during  that  year;  aul 
on  payment  of  $1,000,  or  of  such  a  sum  as  the  applicafll 
would  be  reqniretl  to  pay  for  an  annuity  of  JlOO  on  the  pni 
ciples  of  life  losiirance,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  free  bed  for 
life."* 
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,  Messi'S*  Mason  and  Rogers  were  appointed  a  Com- 
ittee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts  and  pre- 
ire  the  annual  report.  A  report  from  the  Visiting 
)mmittee  on  a  Pathological  Cabinet  was  accepted, 
ith  its  recommendations,  which  were  as  follows  : 
it  ^100  be  appropriated  for  commencing  such  a 
ibinet;  that  a  Curator  for  it  should  be  chosen 
mually  by  the  Trustees;  that  it  should  be  his  duty 

preserve  morbid  specimens  and  arrange  them  in 
le  way  best  fitted  to  make  them  useful ;  and  that  he 
lould  make  all  the  autopsies  excepting  such  as  shall 

made  by  the  attending  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
id  shall  observe  all  the  regulations  now  in  force  or 
lat  may  be  made  respecting  them.  Upon  the  nomi- 
ition  of  the  same  Committee,  the  Board  then  elected 
Jr.  Calvin  Ellis  Curator  of  the  Pathological  Cabinet. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Dec.  31,  the  death 

Dr.  Samuel  Parkman  having  been  announced,  it 
was  — 


*^  Voted ^  Tliut  this  Board  have  heard  with  deep  regret  of 
the  decease  of  Dr.  Samuel  Parkman,  one  of  the  SurgeorM 
of  the  HospitaL  Appiinted  to  this  high  trust  at  the  time  of 
the  enlargement  of  our  bniklmg  in  184G,  he  has,  by  pro- 
fessional skill  and  ability  of  the  very  highest  order »  reflected 
►  honor  on  the  institLition,  while  by  his  agreeable  manners  and 
amiable  disposition  he  hua  won  the  sincere  and  universal 
regard  of  the  officers  and  inmatcia.  And  now  that  his  life 
of  usefulness  and  virtue  has  been  suddenly  closed  by  severe 


.    T"  i.     :t   7h-<v--.i>.    >ir-,?:*:iisf-  i2>I  other  «•*  1 

•?  ^  :•;      *     -i      T^.      ^r    '^mSZir^lLT"    T^VZH'SZi*!   lO  tike  DC'W* 

:.  .,:    "»  „  •:       .•"ir>    t--:.:i    lit;    "nr'VT^j;   tbit*  i^ 
: »:  .  ^"-::":.      >    .r-.r-:nr!iru   7     Tie    IiTlI-:   :■«•  c*>infort  ^ 

.-^    ^vc     .:     _:  -    \..-  ^     :::ii    :«:^c  j2C-;~ac*   :f  i^e  es?tibliA" 
XX.:..   -.r«    >■'■-.*   'Tit;  sunt:  ?_■  ^e  Vjs.rj.j:  C^r — ^'nee.* 

Ix  S^vr^^i.:'  ^ii- jiiCrLi:~i  TJ  j\"cir:::i:ucate  these 
^•:a;>  ?;  :_  ne  .i-r  .-^l^.  tJi-i  rin:  >->?ria:endent  was 
lure',?;*-:  r;  ji:  viir:  ri-vn  r,"  ri::  -".ir^?*:*  ind  other  at- 
>ffi«i;i-:i>  :l'  t:i«^  iI:>-L?-Ll.  !>:.  Gxxrre  H.  Gay  was 
;fi<^:a:c  x  V^^^tj:  ^lt^^vc.  i:i  iht'  vlici?  of  Dr.  Samuel 
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At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Feb.  4, 
1855,  all  the  officers  of  the  preceding  year  were  re- 
elected, except  that  on  the  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth Mr.  Henry  M.  Holbrook  was  chosen  a  Trustee, 
in  place  of  Mr.  John  P.  Bigelow.  At  the  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Mr.  N.  I.  Bow- 
ditch  was  chosen  Chah-man.  With  the  exception  of 
Dr.  John  Homans,  in  place  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Shattuck, 
deceased,  on  the  Board  of  Consultation,  and  of  Dr. 
G.  H.  Gay,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Samuel  Parkman, 
deceased,  as  one  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons,  those 
Boards,  and  also  that  of  the  Visiting  Physicians, 
remained  as  in  the  last  year.  Dr.  J.  Bacon,  jun.,  was 
elected  Chemist  and  Microscopist ;  Dr.  Calvin  Ellis, 
Curator  of  the  Pathological  Cabinet ;  Dr.  Samuel  L. 
Abbot  Admitting  Physician,  Richard  Girdler  Super- 
intendent, of  the  Hospital ;  and  Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell, 
Physician  and  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum ;  Colum- 
bus Tyler  Steward,  and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Tyler  Matron, 
of  the  same.  The  Standing  Committees  were  chosen, 
and  the  Visiting  Committees  were  arranged  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  Committee  were  authorized  to  print  two  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  annual  report.  In  this  report  the 
property  of  the  Corporation  from  which  income  is 
derived  is  set  at  $206,042.02.  The  whole  income  of 
it  for  the  year  had  been  $25,291.40.     Tlicre  had  been 
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bttt  hmi  kmg  bccsii 
«f  ftfimi  mud 

oer  patients  froflii 
:  the  Trar  beea  mppliiA 
wt  f  lliWk,  twhrfipg  tluit  for  m  imtf 
m  cooiBafiottft  bidfii^  of  two  stodes 
■in  cdttee,  hmi  been  erected,  cantiin^ 
with  e^enr  needful  conTemenoe 
Jodali  Tmam^s  yaieiotih  bequest  lecalk  tin 
of  the  like  monifioeiioe  of  his  brotbei 
Abnham.  Renewed  gnlitude  is  expressed  to  th 
tmrtees^  of  the  Ute  Samuel  AppleCon,  a  former  Traii 
tee  and  Vice-President,  for  directing,  in  the  ex^tii 
of  the  discretion  left  to  thetn^  so  generous  an  appoi 
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tiouruc^nt  of  his  estate  to  this  institution.  Attention 
is  called  to  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  fence,  and  the 
opportunity  for  embellishing  and  improving  by  walks, 
ihriibbery,  flowers,  and  cidture,  the  extensive  grounds 
the  Hospital,  reaching  as  they  do  to  low- water 
Heartfelt  tributes  are  rendered  to  the  memory 
jd  devoted  services  of  Drs*  Pavkman  and  Shattuck. 
>iii  some  statistical  facts  embodied  in  a  table,  it 
>peared  that  during  the  last  seventeen  years 
!95,07-l  had  been  gratuitously  expended  by  the 
lospital,  and  that  there  had  been  received  into  it 
twenty  years  nearly  twelve  thousand  patients* 
The  expenses  of  the  Asylum  for  the  jear  had  been 
16,724.31;  the  receipts  for  the  board  of  patients 
?iDg  ^53,821.43,  Ur.  Bell  makes  a  very  brief 
*port,  having  so  fully  in  previous  years  treated  the 
^neral  subjects  of  his  experience.  He  had  received 
^uring  the  year  120  patients ;  had  had  under  his  care 
15>  of  whom  195  remained.  He  again  bears  testi- 
fy to  the  fidelity  and  earnest  co-operation  of  all 

subordinates  of  the  Asylum. 
The    Board   at   its    meeting   on   Feb.    18,   taking 
itice  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Bigelow^  had  not 
re-elected    as   a   Trustee    on   the   part   of  the 
Jommonwealth,  voted   to  him   their  thanks  — 

For  the  faithful  pcrfurmaiice  of  those  duties  for  which  h© 
0O  well  qadified  by  his  general  iiitelligonco  and  by  his 
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experience  ncquired   in   other  high   public  trusts ;  and  th 
while  he  has  gained  the  good-will  of  the  pnlients  bjr 
interest  he  uniformly  nrninifested  in  tlieir  behalf,  hia  nmiatW 
disposition  and  pleasant  manners  have  always  been  IjigWjri 
appreciated  by  liis  late  colleagues,  the  inetubers  of  this  Boanl.  1 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  March  18,  thtj 
Visiting  Committee  reported  on  a  commnBicatioii] 
received  from  Dr.  Bacon,  and  referred  to  them, 
the  duties  of  a  Microscopist  more  appropriatdjl 
belong  to  the  office  of  Curator  of  the  PathologidiJ 
Cabinet,  and  advised  that  hereafter  the  said  dv6 
should  be  performed  by  that  officer  instead  of  byl)r«] 
Bacon,  who  shall  remain  Chemist.  The  report  wtfj 
accepted.  Tlie  Visiting  Committeai  also  received  I 
power  to  engage  the  services  of  Mr.  llermogcri  " 
Balcom,  as  Apothecary,  in  place  of  Mr.  Tuckefij 
resigned. 

The  salary  of  the  male  Supervisor  of  the  Aiijiumj 
was  raised  to  six  hundred  dollars  by  the  Hoarfl 
of  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  April  18. 

At  the  meeting  of  the   Board  on  Aug.   7,  a  conh| 
munication   was  received   from   Dr.  Jacob    Bige 
resigning  his  office  of  Visiting  Physician,  on 
it  was^ — 

^'Vottd^  That  the  resignation  be  accepted,  and  ih^^l 
Committee  be  appointed  to  re[*ort  resolutions  expre^HVC  of  I 
the  eeose  this  Board  entertains  of  the  valuable  eervices  of  | 
Dr.  lii-elow," 
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Messrs.  Dale,  Rogers,  and  Stevenson  were  ap- 
pointed such  Committee.  Dr.  Augustus  A.  Gould 
was,  by  ballot,  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  as  a 
Visiting  Physician. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Bigelow,  made  at  the  meeting  on  Aug.  15, 
was  as  follows:  — 

•*  That  Dr.  Bigelow  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Consulting 
Physicians  of  this  Hospital  in  1827 ;  that  he  has  been 
immediately  connected  with  the  institution  since  that  date ; 
that  he  has  brought  to  its  service  great  skill,  a  large  experi- 
ence, deep  knowledge,  and  an  unusual  degree  of  good  judg- 
ment ;  that  his  services,  invaluable  as  they  are  known  to  have 
been,  and  occupying  much  of  his  time,  as  they  are  known  to 
have  done,  have  been  requited  only  by  the  consciousness  on 
his  part  of  devotion  to  humane  duties,  and  by  the  respect 
and  affection  of  those  who  have  known  how  faithfully  those 
duties  have  been  performed.  And  the  Committee  recom- 
mend that  he  be  requested  by  the  Trustees  to  permit  his  bust 
or  portrait  to  be  taken  by  a  competent  artist,  to  be  preserved 
in  the  Hospital." 

In  accepting  this  report,  the  Board  authorized 
and  instructed  the  same  Committee  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  carrying  their  recommendation 
into   effect. 

Oil  Sept.  15,  a  Committee,  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  converting  of  the  Lecture  and  Recep- 
tion Room  in  the  Hospital  into  rooms  for  patients, 
reported   to   the    Board   that   they  had    attended  to 

63 
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tbe  wm  of  j 
to 
do 
of  ffe  Hcwpital    in 
fix-  tiie  we  and  beneftj 
The  Trwisuner  was. 
to  iceetre  and  receipt  for   these   Ic 
KnOiiicted  to  enter  tfaexn  in   his  books  to^ 
the   credft   of  emA   department      A   special 

was  empowered  to  cotnlfact  for  a  new  fence  I 
the  gnmnds  of  the  Umpital^  at  an  expense 
vol  exceedii^  fSt^OQ. 

At  the  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  fioorii 
held  at  the  Asylum  on  Oct.  17,  a  cx>nmiunicati(m 
having  been  received  from  Dr.  Bell  resigning  hit 
office  at  the  close  of  the  vear,  it  was  — 

*^  Voted t  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  conaistiog  if  1 
MmtatB*  Stevenson y  Lamb,  Warren,  and  Bullard,  to  ejqirctf 
to  Dr,  Bell  tlje  deep  regret  which  tlie  Board  feels,  and  l)»  j 
conier  with  Lim  upon  the  general  state  of  the  institution.'* 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Dec.  16,  Messrs- 
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Hggles worth  and  Shaw  were  appointed  a  Com- 
ittee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  to 
spare  the  annual  report.  Satisfactory  arrange- 
sots  had  been  made  during  the  year  with  the 
itchburg  Railroad  Corapany,  for  land  of  the  Cor- 
)ration  taken  by  them  to  widen  their  track.  At 
le  meeting  on  Jan.  11,  Mr.  N.  I.  Bowditch  declined, 
letter,  a  re-election  as  Trustee,  as  did  also  Mr. 
jr.  H.  Shaw,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on 
ran-  23. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  on 
Tan,  23,  1856,  but  few  changes  were  made  in  the 
lard.  Messrs.  William  Appleton,  Henry  Andrews, 
id  Marcus  Morton,  jun.,  were  respectively  re-elected 
President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary.  Mr.  N.  I. 
Jowditch  was  chosen  Vice-President,  in  place  of  Mr, 
>bert  Hooper,  The  Trustees  on  the  part  of  the 
/ommonwealth  were  the  same  as  last  year;  and 
the  part  of  the  Corporation  they  were  Messrs. 
fames  B,  Bradlee,  W.  W,  Greenough,  Robert 
Mason,  Charles  H,  MOls,  H.  B,  Rogers,  J.  T. 
Stevenson,  Charles  H»  Warren,  and  Edward  Wig- 
gles worth, 

I  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  on  Feb,  3, 
after  this  organization,  Mr.  Henry  B,  Rogers  was 
elected  Chaiiman.  The  same  six  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  as  last  year  were  rc-chosen  as  the  Board 
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of  Consultation.  On  the  Board  of  Visiting  Physi- 
cians, Dr.  A.  A.  Gould  took  the  place  of  Dr.  Jacob 
Bigelow ;  that  of  Visiting  Surgeons  was  the  same. 
Dr.  John  Bacon,  jun.,  was  re-elected  Chemist;  Dr. 
Calvin  Ellis,  Curator  of  the  Pathological  Cabinet; 
Dr.  S.  L.  Abbot  Admitting  Physician,  and  R.  Gird- 
ler  Superintendent,  of  the  Hospital.  The  choice 
of  Physician  and  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  was 
postponed;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  being  re-appointed 
Steward  and  Matron.  The  Standing  Committees 
were  designated,  and  the  Visiting  Committees  ar- 
ranged for  the  year.  It  was  pro^dded  that  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  annual  report  be  printed. 
This  report  estimates  the  amount  of  the  property  of 
the  Corporation  yielding  income  to  be  $173,179.27, 
that  income  having  been  for  the  last  year  $45,525, 
of  which  $18,000  had  been  an  extra  dividend  from 
the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany. There  had  been  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
915  patients,  of  which  414  were  wholly  free,  and  147 
more  paid  for  board  only  a  part  of  the  time.  The 
average  length  of  time  of  the  stay  of  free  patients, 
which  in  1853  had  been  seven  weeks,  had  gro^^ii, 
in  1855,  to  eleven  weeks  and  four  days.  The  Com- 
mittee think  the  causes  of  this  increase  should  be 
investigated.  The  whole  expense  of  conducting  the 
Hospital    for    the    year    was    $43,252.51,    of    which 
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J,889.17  was  repaid  by  the  patients.     The  average 

^ekly  expense  of  each  was  |5.64,     The  rate    of 

^artl  had  been  slightly  raised,  and  there  had  been  an 

lerease  in  the  number  of  paying  patients.    The  new 

^ards,  constructed  during  the  year,  had  proved  very 

Itisfactory ;  and  thanks  are  regarded  as  due  to  Mr, 

B,  Rogers  for  his  superintendence  of  the  changes. 

Juring   the    year,   280   out-door   medical    and    356 

"out-door  surgical  patients  had  been  prescribed   and 

ired   for.     The    munificent   bequest  of  Miss    Pratt 

noticed.     The  resignation  of  Dr.  Jacob   Bigelow 

Us  forth  a  renewed  tribute  to  his  abilities,  services, 

and  virtues;  while  the  Committee  say,  '^No  panegyric 

)f    ours   could    add   to   the    esteem   which   he    has 

iron  by  a   long    course    of   honorable    labor/'     Ex- 

raordinary  outlays   at   the  Asylum  for   gas-fixtures, 

>wHng-alleys,   billiard-tables,  and    piauo*fortes,  had 

icreaned   the  expenses  there   to  $60,86 7/26,  while 

le  receipts  had  been  $57,115.38,     The  cost  of  each 

itient   a  week   Wiis   ^5.50.     There    had   been   ud- 

niittcd  318  patients:  of  these,  19*2  remained. 

IJn  Bell,  having  tendered  his  resignation,  as  be- 

)rc  noticed,  to  take  effect  at  this  time,  offers  in  his 

?port  some  general  and  some  personal  suggestious. 

le  refers  to  the  accessories  gathered  at  the  iustitu- 

^oti  by  the  liberalit)'  of  friends  and  the  co-operatiun 

the  Trustees.,  to  secure  there  a  well-ordered  and  a 


of  m  third  billiard-table  for 
to  the  means  of  healtb* 
of  gas,  and  of 
il  die  improred  Tentilating  ftp 
lu;^elT  to  the  comfort  of  tbe 
ipt  in  this  country  to  w«m 
bj  the  medium  of  stem 
heem  snccessfuIlT  made  here.  U 
fixity  of  heat^  and  ai  i 
i¥.  XBe  putitkos  under  the  dam* 
hATing  been  removed,  a  spadoui 
beautzfiil  apartmetit  Ind  been  secured  as  a  dor- 
for  ten  or  twelve  petoniia.  The  farm- buildings 
ImI  been  lai^ty  odded  to.  The  two  noble  edifice 
far  the  Applelott  wards  hod  been  occupied,  and  bad 
proied  of  iwoiorttt  odvaologe. 

Dr.  Bell  then  refers  to  his  own  withdrawal  as  t 

condidolii  far  le-clection.     With  a  clinging  of  heart 

to  the  place  and  scenes  of  such  deroted  service  as  hit 

has  rendered,  he  says  that  be  has  made  his  — 

*  Anangeoieats  to  rsdre  to  a  qsot  not  far  dktaot  wbtfv 
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hall  have  the  huppinces  of  opening  my  eyes  each  morning 

this  blessed  instltutioD,  and  feeling  that  my  own  happi- 

will  be   intimately  connected  with  witnessing  its   con- 

Kued  prosperity,     I  hope  hereafter  to  be  no  stranger  within 
walls  ;  hence  I  feel  that  no  melancholy  valedictory  is  re- 
ired  or  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  occasion  of  my  hand- 
r     «.g  over  this  charge  to  another.      I  will  only  say  thjit,  as  far 
1  know,  I  leave  this  asylum  prosperous  in  its  own  affairs, 
d  amply  possessed  of  the  confidence  of  the  community.     I 
ve  it  with  a  heart  grateful  to  that  Superintending  Prov- 
ence which    sliielded    me    for  so    many  years    from   those 
■reavements   and   that  ill-health  which  have  of  late  over- 
helmed  me,  so  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  do  something 
r  those  placed  under  my  care,  as  well  as  fur  the  genend 
u»e  of  the  insane  over  our  country.     Grateful  for  the  uni- 
rm   support,  the  indulgent  forbearance »  the  kind  sympathy 
my  many  trials,  of  the  members  of  your  Board,  present  and 
t;  grateful  to  the  medical  profession »  whose  cheerful  and 
idy  confidence  and  uniform  courtesy  are  and  ever  will  be 
^ery  dear  to  my  memory  ;  grateful  to  a  community  which  has, 
the  various  attacks  to  which  this  and  all  such  institutions 
ever  liable  from  the   mistaken,  the  ungratified,  and  the 
malignant,  sprung  promptly  to    our  relief,  rendering  expla- 
nations and  defences  supei-fiuous  ;  grateful   to  a  long  Hne  of 
recovered  patients,  of  both  sexes,  whose  kindly  recognition 
of   our   efforts  has   inspired    new  activity  and  made  labors 
pleasant,   however  in   themselves   anxious  and  exhausting ; 
and,  lastly,  grateful  to  those  associated  with  me  in  various 
capacities  —  must  of  them  for  many  years,  and  some  during 
my  entire  service  —  in  the  discharge  of  our  holy  functions  ;  — 
I  can  mark  the  day  of  my  leaving  these  walls,  with  a  'white 
0tone/  and  enter  again  the  world  without  one  feeling  other 
tlian  tliat  of  kindness  and  good-will  to  all  mankind/* 
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Dr,  Bell  was  elected  Superintendent  of  the  Asyliai 
in  Deceraber.  1836.   Having  thus  given  nineteen  yean 
to  its  service,  he  refers  to  the  fact  that  he  had  n 
no  application  for  the  office,  and  had  not  knonn    . 
that  he  was  thought  of  for  it,  being  a  strauger  to 
every  member  of  the  Board  and  almost  to  tbt  r.  d 
monwealth.     Yet  he  trusts  that  the  years  have  iM 
passed  for  him  without  adding  something  to  the  cmr 
mon  stock  of  knowledge  of  the  treatment,  moral  Mil 
medical,  of    insanity.       The   Institution,  almost 
earliest  of  the  curative  hospitals   of   the   land, 
freely  shared  its  experience  with  the  successive  iBsti' 
tutious  which  had  since  been  established  from  M^ 
to  California.     **  Christianity/'  he  says,  **  can  hanUr 
show  a  mightier  triumph  than  the  fact   that  tlie  nma- 
ber  of  hospitals  for  the  insane  in  the  United  State 
has  increased  from  half-a-dozen  to  between  forty  ani 
fifty."     Each  of  the  four  lai^ger  British  Provinces  ad- 
joining us  has  provided  its  large  and  well-furnished 
Institution,  substantially  on  this  model.     Experience 
has  led  to  a  discriminating  as  well  as  an  impix>vedi^ 
of  means  of  moral  treatment  trusted  in  for  the  care  of 
the  insane.     Some  fancied  schemes  have  been  aban- 
doned, as  has  much  reliance    upon  mechanical  and 
agricultural  labor,  because  of  a  change  in  the  class 
of  patients.     For  several  years  there  was  a  disuse  of 
all  the  forms  of  muscular  restraint,  but  the  experi- 
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ent,  very  mucl>  vaunted,  proved  that  no  such  exchi- 

3£ve  system  was,  here  at  least,  compatible  with   tlie 

tmrue  interests  of  all  patients.     A  trial  also  w;is  made 

G^tf  allowini^   very   many   patients    to   go   abroad   on 

Y^arole.     No  accident  occurred,  and  the  pledge  was 

barely   broken.     But    the    patients   were    invariably 

i'ound  to  be  made  by  it  less  contented,  and  the  con- 

lusion  was  forced  upon  the   officers  "  that  almost 

ry  patient  who  was  so  far  disordered  in  mind  as 

to  justify  detention  at  all,  was  too  much  disordered 

br  even  a  qualified  liberty/'     The  experiment  of  per- 

itting  the  interQiiugling  of  the  sexes  in  daily  relig- 

>ns  exercises  and  in  occasions  of  festivity,  though 

nder  the   close   supervision    of  officers   and  attend- 

iits,  was  thoroughly  tested  for  several  years,  but  its 

conveniences    long    ago    led    to    its  abandonment. 

he  interdiction  of  the  visits  and  correspondence  of 

riends,  in  so  many  cases,  has  always  proved  to  he 

ne  of  the  severest  trials  of  those  in  charge  of  such 

stitutions,  as  well  as  one  of  the  grounds  of  the  dis- 

st,  impatience,  and  censorious  criticism  of  outside 

ibservers.     But  the   indispensable    necessity  of  this 

restriction,  as  it  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  recorded 

facts  of  medical  observation,  so  has  it  been  confirmed 

in  every  day's  experience  of  every  asylum.     On  no 

point  is  the  head  of  such  an  institution  more  tempted 

to  yield  or  evade  his  convictions  of  duty  than  on  this, 

u 
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pressed  as  he  is  by  the  solicitations,  the  importunities, 
and  the  teasings  of  those  most  interested  in  ^ 
patients,  and  subjected  to  the  false  reasoning*, 
caprices,  and  the  murmurs  of  those  influenced  byodj 
one  set  of  their  feelings,  while  jeopardizing  tto 
recovery  of  the  safterers  who  engage  them,  ft^ 
Bell  expresses  himself  w  ith  earnestness  and  AeaM 
on  this  point ;  for  he  had  had  sore  tiials  of  his  fidd- 
ity  to  a  course  on  which  his  full  experience  aDd|ii 
intelligent  and  conscientious  observation  had  git® 
him  fixed  convictions.  He  was  glad  to  have  the  \w 
of  those  under  his  charge  and  of  their  friends,  but  li« 
would  not  win  that  love  by  acting,  as  does  a  scm^IW 
indulgent  physician,  who  allows  his  patient  to  ha^ 
his  own  way  as  to  diet  and  regimen.  The  friends 
patients,  how^ever  nature  may  sway  them,  shonli 
respect  such  convictions  as  these,  and  of  such  a  man 
Having  devoted  so  much  of  his  life  to  this  speciiJtt 
he  leaves  it  as  his  one  full  counsel  to  any  one  who 
may  be  called  to  like  trust  "  to  stand  firra  to  his  con- 
victions on  this  greatest  item  of  moral  treatment' 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  this  system  of  restri^ 
tion  of  correspondence  and  visits  is  not  a  general  rule 
applied  to  all  patients,  but  only  to  those  who  nrt 
probably  recoverable. 

The   whole  number   of  patients  admitted  into  thi 
Asylum   up  to  this  time  had  been  4,006 ;  Dr.  Be 
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having  had  the  care  of  2,696  of  them.  The  Com- 
mittee in  their  report  refer  with  much  feeling  to  the 
tervices  of  Dr.  Bell,  and  pay  a  most  deserved  tribute 
to  his  abilities  and  virtues.  The  number  of  patients 
nearly  trebled  under  his  administration,  and  the 
istttutiou  had  gained  a  high  and  wide-spread  repu- 
ion.     The  Committee  declare,  — 

'  It  ia  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  how  much  the  Trustees 
&t  to  lose  his  services.  His  skill  and  kindness  and  care, 
ctivity,  dtK!isic>n,  and  fertility  of  resources,  have  been 
ipyous  in  his  management  of  the  patients  ;  his  quick  per- 
'ED J  uniform  courtesy  have  given  him  that  influence 
over  tlieir  friends  which  is  one  of  the  first  requisites  for  the 
successful  treatment  of  the  insane  ;  while  his  weight  of  charac- 
ter hiui  won  the  confidence  of  the  community,  ami  pre^served 
the  Asylum  in  a  grent  measure  from  tliat  sut^picion  and 
cihhiquy  to  which  such  institutions  are  |>eculiarly  exposed." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr,  Bowditch  has 
quoted,  on  a  previous  page,  the  explicit  condition  on 
which  Dr.  Bell,  then  a  stranger  to  the  Board,  was 
put  in  charge  of  his  responsible  trust*  It  was  that  he 
nhoiild  pledge  himnelf  to  "  pursue  the  course  of  moral 
and  religious  treatment  of  patients  adopted  by  Dr, 
Lee."  The  occasion  of  his  death,  six  years  after  this 
date,  while  giving  his  professional  services  to  his 
country  in  her  patriotic  army,  will  call  for  a  subse- 
quent reference  to  him  in  these  pages.  But,  in  con- 
nectioa  with  the  close  of  his  devoted  labors  at  the 
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Asylum,  it  is  but  proper  to  recognize  here  how  he  had 
so  faithfully  fulfilled  his  first  pledge,  not  only  in  its 
terms,  but  in  self-consecration  to  a  most  arduous 
work.  In  the  touching  farewell  words  which  have 
just  been  copied  from  his  report,  it  will  be  observed 
that  he  described  the  offices  which  he  shared  with 
his  subordinates  at  the  Asylum  as  "  holy  functions." 
No  simpler,  no  more  fitting  terms  could  be  chosen 
for  defining  his  own  devout,  reverential,  and  lofty 
estimate  of  the  nature  of  his  duties,  and  of  the  charac- 
ter and  spirit  required  in  himself  for  their  discharge. 
His  tenderness,  sympathy,  refinement,  and  spiritualit}', 
his  perfect  self-command,  his  patience  and  earnest- 
ness, were  combined  with  a  vast  intellectual  power  and 
with  talents  of  philosophical  and  scientific  breadth 
and  vigor  which  are  rarely  bestowed  on  one  man, 
and  if  possessed  would  be  more  rarely  given  and 
concentrated  as  they  were  by  him  on  such  an  unin- 
viting and  limited  sphere  of  service. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  held 
Jan.  23,  1856,  it  was, — 

''  Voted,  That  the  Corporation  have  heard  with  deep  regret 
of  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  the  Physician  and 
Superintendent  of  the  M'Lean  Asylum  for  the  Insane ;  aod, 
in  parting  with  him,  they  desire  to  record  their  grateful 
recognition  of  the  profound  knowledge,  devoted  zeal,  and 
remarkable  sagacity  with  which  he  has  performed  the  delicate 
and  responsible  duties  of  the  office  he  has  so  long  honored." 
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A  New  Form  of  Boxp  tor  PATiBifTii  at  tips  AvTLirif.  —  AnfEttsnt 
THE  Chairman,  —  Bounds  of  the  Hosmtal  GnocjcDt. —  Dositroi 
BT  Ma.  W-  Apfletox. 


In  deriving  the  substance  of  the  matter  for  the  pag» 
of  this  History  from  the  records  of  the  Tnistees 
and  from  the  annual  reports  made  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, many  details  of  business  and  of  discipline  art 
necessarily  omitted,  as  either  trivial  in  the  retrospect, 
or  of  mere  routine,  or  such  as  are  naturally  to  be 
inferred  in  the  management  and  oversight  of  such  ft 
trust.  The  Trustees  at  their  very  frequent  and  neter 
intermitted  meetings,  held  once  in  a  fortniglit,  inform 
themselves  upon  all  the  facts  connected  with  the 
internal  working  and  discipline  of  both  the  institu- 
tions under  their  charge  ;  they  du'ect  the  repairs  and 
alterations  of  the  bnihliugs,  and  their  farnishings; 
they  give  attention  to  all  proposals  for  change,  where 
change  promises  improvement ;  they  listen  to  reports 
from  the  Visiting  Committees  as  to  the  number,  con- 
dition, and  circumstances  of  the  patients ;  they  are 
informed  as  to  the  investments  of  their  funds;  they 
fix  the  number  of  free  beds,  the  rates  of  board  mi 
the  time,  extended  when  necessary  in  special  cases, 
during  which  invalids  or  convalescents  may  remain 
under  care,  and  they  elect  from  year  to  year  the  sii 
House  Pupils,  with  the  aid  of  testimonials  offered  by 
applicants  and  of  recommendations  from  the  Surgical 
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d  Medical  Boards.     At  regular  quarterly  meerings 

at  the  Hospital  and  Asyhini,  the  Finance  Committee 

examines  the  accounts  of  either  institution.     In  these 

lages  only  matters  apart  from  this  routine  are  brought 

0  notice. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  March  16, 1856, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shaw,  for  the  Committee  on  a  new  fence 
around  the  Hospital  grounds,  reported  that  he  bad 
procured  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  $3,250  for 
ithat  object,  made  on  the  condition  that  enough  to 
over  the  expense  should  yet  be  obtained.  It  was 
hen  ''  voted  that  the  Chim-man  of  the  Board  be 
authorized  to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees," 
the  needful  balance. 

Dr.  Chauncey  Booth  was,  by  ballot,  elected  Physi* 
cian  and  Superintendent  of  the  M'Lean  Asylum.  A 
Committee  appointed  upon  the  subject  of  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  Bell  were  authorized  to  procure  a  bust 
or  portrait  of  him  to  be  placed  in  the  Asylum.  At 
the  meeting  on  April  16,  on  the  nomination  of  Dr. 
Booth,  Dr.  Jerome  C.  Smith  was  elected  additional 
Assistant  Physician  at  the  Asylum,  at  a  salary  of 
$600,  The  salary  of  Dr.  Ranney,  the  Assistant 
Physician,  was  fixed  at  $700. 

At  the  meeting  on  May  4,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Dr*  M.  S,  Perry,  resigning  his  office  as  one  of 
the  Visiting  Physicians.     Whereupon  it  was  — 
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"  Voied^  That  the  Trustees  accept  with  regret  the  rea^ 
tion  of  Dr,  M.  S.  Perry.     His  professional  ability,  his  i 
form  courtesy-  to  hia  colleagues,  bis  kindness  to  the  patkntit] 
and  his  faithfulness  manifested  m  the  discharge  of  the  iu 
of  his  office^  entitle  him  to  the  grateful  remembmaoe  of  i 
Bounl," 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  communicate 
vote  to  Dr.  Perry. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  JohnC  ] 
Warren,  when  it  was  voted  that  the  Chairman  audi 
Mr.  Wigglesworth  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  stiil^ 
able  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  the  Tnutecs 
entertain  of  this  loss,  to  be   reported    at  the  iteit 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  May  5.     The  following  ] 
votes  proposed  by  the  Committee  were  then  uoaiii* ] 
moiisly  adopted  :  — 

^Vottd^  That  the  death  of  JJiii  Collins  WaiTen,  though 
deferred  by  a  kbd  Providence  until  the  liibors  of  a  long  life 
liatl  mine  to  a  natural  close,  is  an  event  that  caOBol  bt 
passed  over  by  the  Tiustees  of  the  Massachusetts  GcDcnJ 
Hospital  without  a  tribute  of  respect  for  liis  charMCtcri  end 
uf  gratitude  for  the  services  which  he  haa  rendered  ti>  tliui 
Institution  and  the  community  at  large. 

"  Voted^  That  Dr,  Warren,  in  conjunction  with  hie  friend 
and  contemporary,  Dr.  James  Jackson,  who  still  lives  ninon^ 
us  honored  and  beloved,  was  mainly  instrumental  in  origioat- 
ing  tl»e  General  Hospital  and  M*Le:m  Asylum  by  issuing  to 
August,  1810,  a  circular  letter  to  the  public  on  the  need  of 
such  an  institution,  and  afterwards  rendered  valuable  senrioe 
in  arranging  and  perfecting  its  organization.  That  for  nearly 
thirty-six  years,  viz.,  from  April  H,  1817,  to  Fel».  1853,  he 
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.s  at  first  the  sole  and  subsequently  the  principal  acting 
rgeon,  in  daily  attendance  upon  its  wards,  and  by  his 
inent  talents,  knowledge,  and  practical  skill,  as  well  as  by 
fidelity,  energy,  and  untiring  devotion,  in  behalf  of  all 
interests  of  the  Institution,  largely  contributed  to  make 
vhat  it  now  is,  an  honor  to  the  city  and  to  the  Common- 
alth. 

*  Voted^  That  during  his  long  life  Dr.  Warren  spared 
ther  labor  nor  expense  in  the  pursuit  of  professional 
inenee  and  usefulness;  maintained  his  position  in  the 
nt  rank  of  the  surgeons  of  his  time ;  did  much  by  personal 
>it  and  liberal  donations  to  promote  the  cause  of  natural 
:ince,  and  added  to  the  lustre  of  the  name  which  he 
erited  from  a  distinguished  father,  and  transmits  to  a 
tinguished  son. 

*  Notwithstanding  a  delicate  and  enfeebled   constitution, 
resolute   spirit    sustained    his    professional  activity    and 

erest  to  the  last,  and  he  found  his  rewanl  in  his  own  con- 
^usness  as  well  as  in  fortune  and  fame.     The  community 
>vhich  he  has  been  for  so   many  years  conspicuous  will 
g  hold  his  memory  in  honor. 

*  Voledj  That  the  Trustees  sympathize  with  the  family  of 
late    Dr.  Warren  in  their  bereavement,   and   in  token 

their  respect  for  his  memory  will  attend  the  funeral,  if 
"eeable  to  them. 

^  Voted y  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  enclose  a  copy 
these  votes  to  the  family  of  the  deceased.*' 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  May  18,  Mr. 
arles  H.  Warren  communicated  to  the  Board  his 
•ignation  as  a  member  of  it. 

3)r.  Charles  E.  Ware,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
June  1,  was  chosen  Visiting  Physician,  in  the  place 
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of  Dr.  Perry,  resigned.  Mr.  John  Lowell  was.  •  f 
June  24,  elected  a  Trustee,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  C*Ii 
Warren,  resigned.  Proposed  changes  in  the  Buld 
and  Regulations,  reported  by  a  Committee,  were 
adopted  by  the  Board. 

The  proposed  extension  of  Charles  Street,  by  the 
city  authorities,  over  the  flats  belonging  to  this  Cor 
poration,  was  brought  to  a  renewed  notice  by  ibc 
Board,  on  Aug.  12,  through  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Chairman,  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  cm 
Streets,   notifying   the    Board   that    that   Committee 
*'  will  report  in  favor  of  building  a  substantial  sea- 
wall  on    the  CoDimissioners'  Line,  in   consideration 
of  the  Hospitals  accepting  the  same,  in  liquidation 
of  any  and   all  damages  in  consequence  of  the  lay- 
ing out  by  the  city  of  Boston  a  street  over  the  ti  > 
belonging  to  the  Corjioration,  provided  said  Corpor. 
tion  wiU  give  permission  for  and  to  the  city  to  enter  j 
upon    their   flats   for   the   purpose  of  building  said 
wall/'     An  early  answer  was  desired,  as  the  Conunit* 
tee  added  that,  in  case  the  offer  was  declined,  thcj 
should  forthwith  make  a  contract  for  a  pile  bridge 
The  Board  voted  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  accept 
the  proposition. 

On  Sept.  23,  by  election  of  the  Board  of  Visit- 
ors, the  Hon.  John  P,  Bigelow  again  became  a 
Trustee,  filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Ueuiy  M.  Holbrook. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Oct.  10,  a  legacy 
$2,000,  left  to  the  iostitiition  by  the  will  of 
^illiani  Eend  of  Marblehead,  was  accepted  by  the 
Trustees,  on  the  conditions  set  forth  by  the  testator. 
[essrs.  Lowell  and  Bnidlee  were  appointed,  on  Dec. 
f4,  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer  s  accounts, 
id  to  prepare  the  annual  report. 
The  following  very  important  votes  were  passed 
ly  the  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  Jan.  21, 
1857;  — 

^ Voted,  That  the  Physician  luid  Superintendent  of  the 
McLean  Asylum  be  reriuested  to  communicate  by  letter  to 
the  Chnirman  of  the  Trustees  the  tlesitli  of  any  patient  under 
hia  charge*  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  hajipeninpr  of  the 
same,  together  with  all  tlje  important  tacts  and  eireumstancea 
relating  thereto.  Also,  that  he  eau^e  all  occurrences  of  any 
importance,  whieh  transpire  witliiii  the  Asylum,  to  be  re- 
ported to  him  by  all  persona  under  his  authority >  as  soon  an 
practicable  after  they  take  place." 

"  Votedy  That  he  cause  a  night-watch  to  be  organized  in 
both  the  male  and  female  wards,  wdiich  shall  pass  through 
each  *2^allerv  as  often  as  once  in  each  half  hour  during  each 
Dight,  from  ten  to  six  o'clock*  Also,  that  in  case  of  any  violent 
death,  he  cause  a  coroner  to  be  summoned.  Also,  that  at  no 
tame«  excepting  during  the  night-watcli,  shall  any  gallery,  in 
either  ward*  he  without  a  person  actual iy  present  there  as  an 
attendant ;  and  that  such  arrangements  be  made  as  shall 
effectually  carry  this  object  into  operation." 

The  nnnnal  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held 
on  Jan,  28,  1857,  when   the   annual   report  of  the 
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Committee,  with  accompanying  documents,  which 
bad  been  accepted  by  the  Trustees,  were  laid  befote 
it.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  Fe 
it  appeared  that  the  Corporation  had  elected  ik 
following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year:  Williim 
Appleton,  President:  N,  I.  Bowditch,  Vice-President 
Henry  Andrews,  Treasurer;  >Iarcns  iforton^  jao^ 
Secretary ;  with  Messrs,  J,  B,  Bradlee,  W,  W.  Green- 
ough,  John  Lowell,  R.  M*  Mason,  C.  H.  Mills,  H.  R 
Rogers,  J.  T.  Stevenson,  and  Edward  Wiggles  worth. 
Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  :  and  Mcssn 
J^  P.  Bigelow,  W.  S.  BuUard,  W.  J,  Dale,  and 
Thomas  Lamb,  Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Cxmb* 
mon  wealth. 

The  Board  elected  Mr,  Rogers  as  its  Chairman  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Drs.  James  Jackson,  John  Jeffries, 
Edward  Reynolds,  George  Hayward,  John  Horoans, 
and  Winslow  Lewis,  were  chosen  as  tlie  Boaid  of 
Consultation;  Drs.  D.  H.  Storer,  J.  B.  S.  Jack$OD, 
H.  L  Bowditch,  G.  C\  Shattuck,  A.  A.  Gould,  and  C 
E,  Ware,  the  Board  of  Visiting  Physicians ;  Drs,  S. 
D,  Townsend,  J.  M.  Warren,  H.  J,  Bigelow,  H,  G. 
Clark,  Samuel  Cabot,  jtin.,  and  G.  H.  Gay,  the  Board 
of  Visiting  Surgeons.  Dr.  John  Bacon,  jnn.,  was 
chosen  Chemist ;  Dr.  Calvin  Ellis,  Microscopist  and 
Curator  of  the  Pathological  Cabinet ;  Dr.  Samuel  L. 
Abbot,  Admitting  Physician;    and  Richard   Girdler, 


( 


REPORT    FOR    1866, 


517 


niperintendent  of  the  Hospital ;  Dr.  Chaimcey  Booth, 
*hysician  and  Superintendent  of  the  McLean  Asylum; 
id  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Tyler,  as  Steward  and  Matron, 
['he  Standing  Committees  were  appointed,  and  the 
^siting  Committees  were  arranged  for  the  yean 

It  was  voted  that  two  thousand  copies  of  the  annual 
?port  be  printed.     This  report  states  that  the   ex- 
penses of  the  institution  have  considerably  exceeded 
lis  receipts  from  all  sources, — ^a  state  of  things  which 
"calls    for   the   serious   consideration  of  its    Trustees 
^and  friends.     The  income  has  been  f  24,719.53;  the 
"expenses  have  been  $40,986.77,  —  the  excess  being 
largely    accounted    for    by    repairs    and    permanent 
improvements,  especially  the   brick  and   iron  fence 
■around  the  grounds  of  the    Hospital.     But  a  defi- 
Hciency  has  existed  for  many  years.     There  had  been 
^976   patients  in  the  Hospital,  at  an  average  weekly 
Bexpense  for  each  of  $5.4!)i.     The  resignation  of  Dr. 
Perry   and   the  death    of   Dr.    Warren    are  noticed. 
The  receipt  of  legacies,  of  §2,000  from  the   Uon. 
William  Eead  of  Marblehead,  and  of  $40,000  from 
Btbe  late  John  Bromfield,  Esq.,  is  acknowledged.     At 
the  Asylum,   149   patients  had  been  admitted,   and 
196  remained  at  the  end  of  the  year.     The  average 
■(weekly  cost  for  each  patient  had  been  f6.lL     Dr. 
Chauncey  Booth,  having  for  thirteen  years  tilled  with 
great    acceptance    the    post    of  Assistant  Physician, 
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ffing  the  high  and  responsible  office  to  which  he 
giren  his  yottth  and  early  manhood  is  a  token  of 
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ork  which  he  would  have  effected  had  his  life  been 
oiiged.      Before    tlie    close   of  the   year    he   was 

rostrated  in  a  decline,  from  which  he  was  not  to 
id  restoration. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Feb,  22,  on  the 

omination  of  Dr.   Booth,   the  Trustees  chose   l)is. 

lark   Ranney  and  Jerome  C,  Smith  Assistant  Phy- 
licians,    and    George    C.    Lincoln    and     Miss    Relief 
Barber    male    and    female    Supervisors,    of   the 

sylum. 

At  this  meeting  action  was  taken  on  the  report 
of  a  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Lowell,  to 
whom,  at  a  previous  meeting,  had  been  referred 
a  proposition  that  the  Trustees,  in  behalf  of  the 
Hospital,  should  subscribe  fl,fK)0  to  the  fund  then 
solicited  from  the  public  at  large  in  behalf  of  Dr. 
W,  T*  G.  Morton,  for  his  discovery  and  use  of  an 
auoestbetic.  The  Committee  remark  that  no  ordinary 
circumstance  would  justify  the  Trustees,  should  they 
apply  any  portion  of  the  funds  under  their  control  to 
any  object  otlier  than  the  direct  relief  of  the  sick 
under  their  care.  But  the  relations  between  Dr, 
Morton  and  the  Hospital,  in  regard  to  the  great  dis- 
covery which  prompts  the  proposed  memorial,  are 
peculiar.  ^'  He  is  known  to  hav-e  been  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  conferring  a  great  good  upon  his  race." 
He  has  received  no  pecuniary  compensation  for  his 
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agency  in  a  discovery  of  so  beneficent  a  character,  bm, 
on  the  contrary,  has  borne  many  sacrifices.  While  by 
justice  he  is  entitled  to  a  remuneration,  the  gOTeni- 
ment  of  the  country  having  omitted  to  proride  a 
proper  reward,  the  only  mode  in  which  it  seems 
probable  that  it  can  be  furnished  is  by  a  voluntary 
contribution.  As  to  the  question  whether  the  Tras- 
tees  may  properly  give  any  thing  to  it  from  the 
funds  of  the  institution,  the  CJominittee  decide  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  fallowing  grounds :  '*^  The  fint 
important  surgical  operation  to  which  that  disco?eiT 
was  applied  was  performed  within  its  walls,  at  li» 
instance ; ''  he  gave  the  Hospitid  the  privilege  of  a 
free  use  of  his  discovery  at  a  time  when  he  expected 
pecuniar)'  advantage  from  it  from  other  quarters ;  the 
Uospital  has  continued  to  receive  benefit  from  it, 
w^hich  no  i^easonable  amount  of  money  could  com  pea- 
sate  ;  the  i^efusal  of  a  subscription  by  the  Hospital 
might  with  reason  prevent  the  foundation  of  the 
fund ;  and  such  a  subscription  finds  precedents  ia 
the  appropriations  which  the  Trustees  have  made 
in    pmcuring   memorials  of  their  benefactors. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommended  the  follow- 
ing vote,  which,  with  the  report,  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Trustees  :  — 

"  Voted ^  Tbat  the  Chairinan  of  this  Boai-d  be  requested  to 
subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the  Miissacbusetts  General  Hospital 
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nd  dollars  towsvnls  the  fund  wiu«.u  n  j?  £hi^|m>-^^ 
ltd  estnblbh  fur  the  benefit  of  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  MoTtun,  ma  a 
lioeniorial  of  the  great  service  wiiich  that  gentlemati  baA 
[rendenHl  to  dcience  and  humaDity,  in  eoanectioa  with  the 
avery  of  the  uses  of  ether." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  oa  ^larch  8, 
rfessrs.  Kogers  and  Stevenson  were  appointed  a 
^"ommitlee  to  procure  a  hust  or  portrait  af  Dr. 
[ieorge   Ha)  ward  for  the  Hospital. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board   on  April  10,  the 
Trtistees,  on   the  report   of  a  Committee   to  whom 
he  subject  had  been  referred, — 

"^  Voied^  That  the  Rules  and  Regulations  be  amended  §q 
ghat  the  title  of  the  Admitting  Physician  shAll  hereafter  be 
Adiuitting  Physician  and  Physician  to  Out-PatienU-"* 

The  same  Committee  recommended  the  eiitabliiih- 
meot  of  the  office  of  Artist  of  the  Hospital*  Thf> 
Bourd  approving,  it  vvas^ — 

Voiedf  That  the  said  office  be  hereby  estabtltihcd,  and  the 
foUciwitig  fute^  and  I'egulationai  be  adopted :  — 

'^•Abtist  or  THH   Hospital. 

**  *  Aht.  1.     He  ahali,  und(?r  the  djrectton  and  nt  the  dMcnsiStm  of 
Pliyiieians  an«i    Surgeou*,  make   aciuraUi   dnnrin^  of  Muah 

:ialou»  and  raiH  cjwes  of  diiR*tt*e  iia  shall  he  useful  for  futunj 
Blei^nce  and  c'ltaniitmiian. 
^  '  Akt.  *2,     He  eltall  Ui  [ttacni  and  me>\hl  lim   Ph^^uuiuu  aiid 
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**  *  Art.  3,  All  copies  and  drawings  ehall  be  carefully  iirc?«rr*4 
iu  a  portfolio  provkled  for  ibe  purpogf,  and  shall  he  plaeeil  in  lie 
Put  1 10  logical  Cabinet,  uniler  the  care  of  Uie  Curator;  aud  thcplill 
not  \Mi  taken  from  tlie  Uospital  without  tlie  coin^ent  of  Uie  VuH^ 
ing  Commit  lee.'" 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  same  Comniittee, 
l>r.  L.  M.  Sargent,  jun.,  was  then  elected  Artist  of 
the  Hospital. 

On  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Booth,  at  the  meeting 
Oct,  16,  the  Trustees  appointed  Mr.  Henry  H.  Ben* 
son  male  Supervisor  of  the  Asylum  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Nov,  22,  a  dona- 
tion was  announced  from  Dr.  J,  Mason  Warren  of 
a  case  of  surgical  knives,  a  kirge  chair  to  be  used 
in  cases  of  lameness,  and  eighteen  volumes  of  the 
Edinburgh  Jledical  and  Surgical  JouniaL  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  return  the  thanks  of 
the  Board  to  Dr.  Warren  for  this  acceptable  and 
valuable  gift. 

An  apphcation  having  been  received  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Nov.  8,  and  then  laid  on  the  table,  from 
Sarah  W.  Salisbury,  *'  a  graduate  of  the  Female 
Medical  College,  to  be  admitted  to  the  Hospital 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  practical  knowledge 
in  some  of  the  branches  of  Medical  Science,*'-^ 
it  was  at  this  meeting  taken  from  the  table^  when 
it  was  — 
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*^  Voted,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  to  Mi^^a  Salis- 
bury a  copy  of  the   rules  and   rei,nilalions  of  the  Hospital, 
lid  infurm  her  that  the  Trustees  deem  any  departure  from 
he  rules  and  regulations  to  be  inexpeilient.*' 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Dec.  20,  Messrs^ 
rreenough  and  ^lason  were  appointed  a  Committee 
examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  to  prepare 
le  annual  report.  The  illness  of  Dr.  Booth  having 
disabled  him  from  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the 
Visiting  Committee  reported  that  they  had  enj^aged 
Dr.  Bell,  then  residing  in  Charlestown,  to  take  tem- 
porary charge  of  the  Asylum,  The  Board  approved 
of  this  action. 

L  At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  Jan*  15,  the 
death  of  Dr,  Chauncev  Booth  was  announced,  where- 
upon it  wa^  — 
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Voted^  That  lliis  Board  have  heard  with  nuich  sorrow  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  Chauticey  Booth,  late  Superintendent  (if  tlie 
M*Lean  Asylum,  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and  most  esteemed 
by  those  who  knew  liim  best.  Flis  connection  with  the 
Asylum  has  been  long  and  useful  and  honorable*  He  was 
quiet  and  modest,  but  resolute  and  self-[K*ssessed,  He  sus- 
tained himself  well  amid  the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  the 
weakness  of  disease,  and  the  certainty  of  approaching  dissolu- 
tion. His  services,  l>oth  as  Ai^.^ifitant  and  Principal  Physician 
of  the  Asylum,  have  been  highly  ap|jreeiated  by  tlie  Trus- 
tees»  and  are  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  baud  reds  who 
have  experienced  bis  skill  and  kindness  and  care.     He  lived 
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mfnmAn  ukl  died  vrith  the  calmness  wlucli  eo(B«i 
tn^tn  file  cotascioiisMn  of  duty  done, 

^  Vwiud^  Thm  to  tokcQ  of  our  respect  fon  the  memorr  o( 
we  w31  attend  liis  funera]  at  the  A^vlum  to^ 


V!aici^  Tha^  m  oofif  of  the  abore  votes  be  sent  to  tb 
oT  Dr.  Boodi.** 


Tlie  tumual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  heW 
ftt  the  Uospital,  oq  Jab*  27 »  1858,  when  the  annual 
TCporti  were  presented  and  acted  upon.  No  change 
wms  mude  in  the  officers  of  the  Corporation  from  last 
yc«ir,  except  that  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence  was  elected 
m  Trustt:^  on  the  {lart  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the 
pbce  of  Hon.  John  P.  Bigelow,  who  had  declined  a 
reflection.  The  Board  snbsequently  voted  its  thanb 
to  Mr«  Bigelow  for  his  long  and  valuable  services* 

At  the  next  following  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  on 
Feb,  7, 1858,  Mn  Rogers  was  again  elected  Chairtnaa 
The  Boards  of  Consultation  and  of  Visiting  Physicians 
ttnd  SmigeQiia  remained  unchanged;  and  the  same 
gentlemen  that  were  in  the  other  offices  of  the  Hos- 
pital during  tlie  last  year  were  re-elected  thereto 
ttspeclively*  The  election  of  a  Physician  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Asylum  was  postponed,  ilr.  airf 
Mrs,  Tyler  being  re-appointed  Steward  and  Matron. 
The  Standing  Committees  were  chosen,  and  Visiting 
Committees  were  arranged  for  the  year.  It  was 
directed  tliat  two  thousand  copies  of  the  annual 
rejiort  be  printed. 
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In  this  report  the  Committee  state  that  the  prop- 
erty yielding  au  income  applicable  to  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Corporation  is  >^171,6n3.55.  The 
expenses  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Asylum  for  the 
past    year    have    been    ^105,663/23  ;     the    receipts, 

13,73 L95.  This  'excess  of  expenditure,  steadily 
diminishing  the  property  of  the  Institution  which 
is  exempted  from  special  trusts,  demands  earnest 
attention.  There  had  been  admitted  into  the  Hos- 
pital 920  patients,  at  an  average  weekly  expense 
for  each  patient  of  $5.90,  or,  incUuling  repairs,  of 
f6-45.  There  had  been  treated  during  the  year 
1,574  out-patients.  There  had  been  admitted  into 
the  Asylum  141  patients,  and  there  remained  at  the 
close  of  the  year  178.  A  very  brief  report  comes 
from  l)r.  Bell,  who,  as  has  been  noticed,  a  few  weeks 
before  the  close  of  the  year  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  Asylum  temporarily,  on  account  of  the  illness 
of  Dr<  Booth.  The  Committee  refer  with  sadness 
to  the  death  of  this  useful,  beloved,  and  excellent 
man,  and  pay  another  warm  tribute  to  his  virtues, 
his  amiability,  and  fidelity,  and  to  the  qualities,  ex- 
perience, and  acquisitions  which  so  eminently  fitted 
him  for  his  exacting  and  responsible  trust. 

A  new  brick  stable  and  a  meclianics'  shop  had  been 
built  at  the  Asylum,  and  new  fences  had  been  put 
up.     Early  in    the    spring  the    Board    had    received 
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notice  from  Charles  W,  Storey,  Esq*,  executor,  that 
the  Hospital  had  received  a  bequest  by  the  will  rf 
the  late  ilatlhew  l\  Sawyer,  Esq.,  of  ^7,000,  and 
that  it  was  also  the  residuarr  legatee  of  the  estate, 
This  donation — the  amoimt  not  being  as  yet  Isuowb 

—  promised  to  be  large*  There  had  been  paid  to 
the  Corporation  during  the  year  the  bequest  of  Wil- 
liam Pickman,  Esq.,  of  ^4,000,  to  be  apportioaed 
equally  to  the  Hospital  and   the  Asjium, 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  on  Feb. 
12,  at  which  Dr,  John  E.  Tyler  was  unanimouili 
elected  Physician  and  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum, 

—  Messrs.  Rogers,  Stevenson,  and  Mason  being  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  notify  him  of  his  clectioa, 
and  to  make  arrangements  for  his  entrance  upon  hw 
duties  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  Thanks  and 
compensation  were  voted  to  Dr,  Bell  for  his  valuable 
services  during  the  illness  and  since  the  death  of  Dr, 
Booth.  Oliver  W.  AVebber  was  chosen  Apothecary 
of  the  Hospital. 

The  Board  voted,  on  Feb.  21,  '*  that  the  Admi^ 
ting  Physician  be  instructed  to  receive  patients  with 
acute  diseases  into  the  Hospital  to  the  full  capacity 
of  the  wards,  if  applications  of  a  suitable  kind  am 
made,  until  otlierwise  ordered  by  the  Board." 

A  communication  bad  been  made  to  the  Trusi 
at  their  meeting  on  March  7,  relative  to  the  interest 
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^f  the  Corporation  in  the  will  of  the  late  Br.  John 
if*  Treadwell,  of  Saleou     The  Committee  to  whom 

t!ie  matter  had  been  referred  reported  at  the  meeting 
lon  March  21  as  follows,  the  Board  concurring  in  the 
[leport  and  votes  :  — 

''Whereas  the   President  timl   Fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, by  a  vote  passetl  at  a  stated   aieetinsr,  on  Feb.  27  last, 
ve  declined  to  receive  or  afeept  tlic  bef|ue8t  made  to  them 
in  the  will  of  the  hite  Julin   G.  Treadwell,   and  renounced 
1  benefit  and    interest  under  said  will,  as  by  an  attested 
py   diereof  hereby  ordered   to   be  fjlaced  on   our   records 
ill  more  fully  appear;   tberefore  it  is  — 
**Voiedy  That  this   Corporation  doth   hereby  receive   and 
accept  the  devises  and  bequests  made  tij  them  in  tru8t  in  tlie 
ill  of  the  late  John  (r,  Treadwell,  subject  to  the  conditions 
«d   limitations  therein  contained  reiij>ecting  tlie  same  ;  and 
that  Mesf^rs.  Rogers,  Lamb,   and    Mas<jn   be,   and  they  are 
hereby  directed  and  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this  Corporation, 
take  possession  of  tlie  real  estate,  and  receive  and  obtain 
fi*oni  the  executors  jiroper  transfers  of  tlie  personal  [jroperty, 
with   full  power  to  make  such  arrangeujents  and  tiettlenients, 
execute  such  instruments,   receipts,  and   dit^cliarges,  and  do 
and  perform  such  acts  and  things  as  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  in  the  premises." 

[  Another  vote  instructed  the  Treasurer  to  keep  two 
accounts  of  the  property  thus  received :  one  account 
to  be  credited  with  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars,  to  be  designated  ''  The  Treadwell  Library  Fund, 
in  trust ; "  and  the  other  account,  credited  with  the 
balance,  to  be  designated  ''  The  Treadwell  Fund,  in 
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trust/'  It  was  also  voted  that  Messrs.  Rogers,  Lamb, 
and  Mason  ^'  be  a  Committee  to  take  charge  of  the 
Medical  Library  bequeathed  to  the  Corporation  by 
the  late  John  G.  Treadwell,  and  make  such  arrange- 
ments for  its  safe  keeping,  conveyance  to  Boston,  and 
temporary  reception  in  the  Hospital,  as  may  to  them 
seem  proper  and  advisable ;  and  that  said  Committee 
consider  and  report  what  ultimate  and  permanent 
provision  will  be  necessary  and  appropriate  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  same." 

The  College  had  declined  the  bequest  proffered  to 
them  in  the  will  of  Dr.  Treadwell,  because  of  "  un- 
usual and  embarrassing  conditions  attached  to  it" 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  March  31,  on 
the  report  and  recommendation  of  a  Committee 
appointed  on  Dec.  20,  1857,  to  examine  into  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  Hospital,  it  was  *'  voted  that 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  it  is  expedient  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of  Resident  Physician  at  the  Hospital, 
with  powers  and  duties  hereafter  to  be  prescribed." 
The  same  Committee  were  requested  to  report  to  the 
Board  such  new  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  such 
changes  in  those  now  in  force,  as  would  be  necessary 
to  define  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  new  officer 
and  applicable  to  the  change  in  the  existing  system; 
and  also  to  report  a  suitable  candidate  for  the  said 
office.     Dr.  Dale  was  added  to  this  Committee,  which 
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m  m  ilfffwrtT^   to   the   HospitaL      The    matter  ^^^ 
wfeirgd  feo  the  Choirmau,  to  consider  aud  report. 

Mr-  Thcwias  B.  UaU  was  by  ballot  elected  Serrc 
tarjt  and  wis  duly  qualified.     The  Committee  on  ibe 
Trwidwell  estate  were  aathorized  to  negotiate  with 
the   executors  for  a  final  settlement.     The  "  Com- 
mittee on  the  Internal   Administration  of  the  Hos- 
pital**   reported     on     May     19     some     Rules    and 
Regulatioiis  defining   the    duties    of   the    new  office 
of  Resident  Physician,  with  certain  changes  in  the 
duties   of  other   offices.     After  certain  amendments 
hud  been  made  in  the  draft,  the  report  was  accepted, 
aud  the  changes  were  adopted,  to  take  effect  when 
either  of  the  offices  named  therein  shall  be  filled.    It 
was  voted  that  the  salary  of  the  Resident  Physician 
be  fixed  at  tifteen  hundred  dollars.     The  same  Com- 
mittee  were   empowered   and    requested    to   present 
candidates  for  the  offices  of  Steward  and  Matron. 

The  Committee  on  the  donation  through  the  trus- 
tees under  the  will  of  Thomas  Dowse  reiK>rted  on 
May  23,  recommending  that  the  Board  accept  it  on 
the  condition  accompanying  it ;  viz,,  that  the  income  ' 
of  it  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  free  beds  in 
the  HospitaL  The  report  was  accepted,  and  it 
was  — 

"  Votedf  That  this  Boai'd  accept  the  donation  on  the  ahott 
condition  ;  aud  that  in  acknowledgment  of  the  services  rendcitd 
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jy  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Dowse  in  this  behalf,  and  of  the  favor - 
ible  sentiments  towards  the  Institution  entertained  by  him, 
i  free  bed  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  the 
ise  of  George  Livermore  and  Eben  Dale,  Esquires,  during 
:he  joint  lives  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them,  subject  to 
:he  rules  and  regulations  from  time  to  time  made  in  relation 
to  free  beds." 

It  was  also  voted  that  this  donation  and  all  re- 
investments of  its  proceeds  be  kept  distinct,  as  "  the 
Dowse  Fund  in  trust,"  the  income  to  be  for  the  sup- 
port of  free  beds ;  and  that  the  Secretary  send  a 
certified  copy  of  these  votes  to  the  trustees  above- 
named. 

At  this  meeting  Dr.  Benjamin  ShurtlefF  Shaw  was 
by  ballot  elected  Resident  Physician,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
L.  Abbot  Physician  to  out-door  patients  at  the  Hos- 
pital, in  conformity  with  the  new  arrangement  of 
offices  and  distribution  .of  duties  which  had  been 
approved  by  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Internal  Administration  of  the  Hospital.  In 
communicating  his  election  to  Dr.  Abbot,  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  assure  him  — 

"*  That  the  Trustees  desire  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to 
express  to  him  their  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
le  has  performed  the  responsible  duties  of  Admitting  Phy- 
lician  for  the  past  nine  years,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
aithfuhiesd  and  zeal  which  have  characterized  all  his  rela- 
ions   with   this   Institution." 
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The  Board,  at  its  meeting  on  June  6.  granted  k" 
request  of  Dr,  John  E.  Tyler,  to  attend  the  annti^ 
gathering  of  the  "  Medical  Superintendents  of  hs&^ 
tutioQS  for  the  Insane/'  to  be  holden  this  year^H 
Quebec ;    and,   in    consideration    of    the    advantagP 
lesulting  from   such   conventions,  voted    to   pay  bii 
expenses  on  the  errand.     At   the  meeting  of  June 
16,  Miss  Sarah  W,  Salisbury,  by  letter,  renewed  her 
urgent  application  for  admission  to  the  Hospital  for 
tbe  purpose  before  stated.      The  Trustees  directed 
the  Secretary  to  inform  her  that  there  had  been  no 
diailge  in  the  vieirs  of  the  Trustees  since  tLe  reply 
to  ber  foniier  application.     Several  candidates  baviog 
been  prewnted  for  the  offices  of  Steward  and  Matron 
mt  the  Hospital,  on  the  ballots  being  taken,  William 
&  GaUtson  was  unanimously  elected  Steward.    On 
^  OMltluUion  of  Dr.  Shaw,  in  accordance  with  the 
tiila$,  Mrs.  GaUison  was  proposed  as  Matron,  *iod 
WM    unanimoiisly  elected.      The   united    salary  of 
tlw  Slewmid  ud  Matron  was  fixed  at  $1,000.    TUe 
pievioiis  lee^giiatMsii  of  Capt  Girdler  was  then  aded  ^ 
upon   mod  accepted*   and  it  was    ''  voted   that  tbe 
thanks  of  the  Board  be  tendered  to  Capt.  Girdler  for 
hk  kmg  and  fiuthful  serrices  as  Superintendent  of 
die  Ilo^pital^  and  that  in  consideration  thereof  the 
IVasiut"^  be  dicvcted  to  pay  him  his  segular  salarr 
toOctnbw  wmxtT 
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Tbe  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  June  22,  voted 
hat  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  by  the    new   rule 
at  had  been  adopted,  should  consist  of  two  mem* 
►ers  of  ihe  Board,  ^lul  that  Mejssrs.  Stevenson  and 
kson  constitute  that  Committee. 
Mr.  Rogers,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
read  well  propert)%  read  a  report,  which  was  accepted 
id  placed  on  file.     He  also,  as  chairman  of  a  Com- 
Itee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  resignation  of 
t.  D.   H.  Storer  as  Visiting  Physician,  which  had 
&en  ofFered  at  the  meeting  on  July  6,  recommended 
t  the  same  be  accepted,  with  the  following  vote,  in 
liich  the  Board  concnrred  :  — 

^^Voted^    That   Although    the   terra  of  service  of  Dr.   D. 
Humpbi'eys  Storer  has  not  been  of  so  long  duration  as  tljut 

E'some  of  his  predecessors  in  office,  it  has  been,  like  theirs, 
stinguished  for  high  professional  knowledge  and  skill,  und 
for  prumptnesft  and  exactitude  in  tlie  dii^charge  of  duty.  And 
this  Board,  in  token  of  their  appreciation  of  his  valuable 
labors y  self-sacrificing  spirit,  and  intlepenclent  and  manly 
bearing,  tender  to  liini  their  tfincere  tininks,  accompanied  by 

rir  best  wishes  for  his  future  happiness  and  success/' 
Dr.  Francis  Mmot  was,  on  July  20,  elected  a  Visit- 
ing Physician  to  the  Hospital,  in  the  vacancy  caused 
rthe  resignation  of  Dr*  Storer. 
The  Board,  at  its  meeting  on  Sept.  14,  authorized 
the  Superintendent   of    the   Asylum    to   expend  one 


I 
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^^^Hi 

^^^^^V^^^Atthc  meeting  of  the  Board  on  S 
^^^^^B       found  it  necessary  to  announce  the  iK 
^^^H        Gallison.  so  recently  elected  Stewart 
on  account  of  ill  health.     The  Bat 
resignation,   and   appointed    Messrs 
Lowell,  with  the  Chairman,  a  Comm 
a  candidate  for  the  office,  with  auth^ 
needful   temporary  arrangements*     , 
was  read  from  R.  11.  Eddy,  E^q**  exi 
of  tiie  late  Mrs,  Agnes  Austin,  Stat 
this  Corporation  of  two  estates  in 
thousand  dollars    to    the    Asylum. 
r<^fi»rn  d  to  the  Finance  Committee 
the  lliy^ician  to  out-door  patients  vn 
7,  at  1300.     I'he  interest  of  the  (S 
CKtiitr  of  the  Into  M.  P.  Sawyer  enga 
of  the    Hoard   at  its   meeting  on   IS! 
matter  was  [lut  iu  charge  of  two  coq 
in  part  disposed  of  at  the  meeting 

i\^^    tL        Ai.   *!.:.  ^,^^*: —    \i..    «^ — 
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^^r    ^^^^5^*     These  were  accepted,  providing  for  the 
-■r  ^^ervation,  the  careful  oversight,  and  the  aunuul 
^^miaatioii   of  the  books,  and   for  the  faithful  per* 
*"ttiaiice  of  the    requisitions  contained  in  the  will  of 
*^  late  Dr.  Tread  well,  respecting  the  care  and  use 
said  library,  and   providing  also  for  additions   to 
lo  same. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Dec.  19,  conimu- 

ications  were   received  from   Messrs.  J.  B.  Bradlee 

id  C.  H.  Mills,  resigning  their  places  as  Trustees. 

claim  had  been  advanced   by  Mrs.  Lydia  N.  Ray- 

lond    to    an    interest  in    the   house  No,  26  Beacon 

Bet,  then  in  possession  of  the  1  [ospital,  under  the 

nil  of  the  late  M,  1\  Sawyer.     Mr.  Rogers,  in  belvalf 

of  a  Committee  to  which  the  matter  had  been  referred, 

[submitted   a  report  njjon  it,  with  votes,  which  were 

\  accepted  by  the  Board,  as  follows  :  — 

"Fo/erf,  That  in  considenition    of  the  dtniht  vvliidi  exists 
'to   the   testiimentary  intentions    of  Matthiiis   P.  Sawyer, 
rdeceiu»ed,  respecting  the  estate  numbered  2(>  Beacon  Street, 
now  in  the  lawful  ptKSiiestiinn  of  tins  Corpuratlon,  by  virtue  of 
^the  residuary  claui^e  of  his  will,  iind  of  the  baialsume  sums 
^f  money  wliich  they  have  recetvetl,  and  still  expect  to  receive 
from  his  beiie%'olentdisp4isition  towards  tliein,  this  Corporation 
hereby  surrenders  tlieir  le^al  rights  in  this  estate »  and  relin- 
quishes tlie  sauie  U*  Mrs>  Rjiyaiynd." 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  authorized  and 
directed  to  ;[>repare  and  execute  a  proper  quitclaim 
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deed  of  this   estate,  in  coofonnity  with  the  leimS  "^^^ 
this  vote. 

Messrs,    Lawrence    and   Wi*ijglesworth    were 
pointt^d  a  C'Ominittee  to  prepare  the  annual  report 

At  its  meeliiig  on  Jan.  14,  1859,  the  Board 
the  salary  of  the  office  of  Steward  at  the  Hospital 
|l,00n,  and  that  of  the  ilatrou  at  $250 ;  the  pre*i 
incuinhonts    of    those    offices    to    be  remunerated 
those  rates  Tor  their  services  since  the  resignatiai 
Mr.  Gallison.     At  the  meeting  on  Jan.  19,  aiilhi 
was  given  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Bofud  to  ex( 
an    indenture    in    behalf    of    the    Cor|>oratioa 
the  City  of  Boston,  providing  for  the   filling  up 
the  flats  lying  between  the  Hospital  grounds  and  the 
Harbor  Commissioners*  line* 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  hdl 
at  the  Hospital  on  Jan,  26,  1859,  when  the  annual 
report,  including  those  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  th* 
officers  of  the  Hospital  and  Asylum,  was  presentoi 
At  the  first  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Tnisteet  oft 
Feb.  13,.  it  appeared  thut  the  election  of  officers  foT 
the  year  had  been  as  follows  :  William  Apideton^ 
President;  N.  I,  Bowditeh,  Vice-President;  Uenrf 
Andrews,  Treasurer,  and  T.  B.  Hall,  Secretiiry; 
Messrs,  N*  H,  Emmons,  W.  W.  Greenough,  George 
Higginson,  John  Lowell,  R,  M.  Mason,  U-  B.  Rogers^ 
J.  T*  Stevenson,  and  Edward  Wigglesworth,  Trustees 
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e  part  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  Messrs.  W.  S, 
d,  W,  J.  Dale,  Thomas  Lamb,  and  Abbott  Law- 
Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Jgers  was  re-elected  Chaiiman  of  the  Board, 
ime  gentlemen  were  chosen  on  the  Board  of 
Nation  as  had  served  last  year.  The  only 
on  the  Board  of  Visiting  Physicians  was  that 
lbcxs  Minot  took  the  place  of  Dr.  D-  H,  Storer. 
>ard  of  Visiting  Surgeons  remained  unchanged. 
Jacon,  jim.,  was  also  re-elected  Clieraist ;  Dr,  C. 
tficroscopist  and  Curator  of  the  Pathological 
t ;  Dr.  B,  S.  Shaw,  Resident  Physician  ;  Dr.  S. 
ot,  Physician  to  out-door  patients.  Lucius  M. 
t,  jun.,  was  elected  Artist ;  Mr.  Harvey  Howard, 
i  ;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Gallison,  Matron  of  the 
Dr.  John  E*  Tyler  was  re-elected  Physician 
perintendent  of  the  Asylum  ;  Columbus  Tyler, 
i  ;  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Tyler,  Matron.  The  Stand- 
mmittees  were  appointed,  and  the  Visiting 
ttees  were  arranged.  It  was  ordered  that  two 
id  copies  of  the  annual  report  be  printed, 
report  states  the  amount  of  the  property  of 
'poration  yielding  income  to  be  $168,489,75. 
icome  had  been  $97,422.25 ;  the  expenses, 
n,96.  There  had  been  admitted  to  the  Hos- 
,015  patients,  at  an  average  weekly  expense 
1  of  $6.53,  including,  and  of  $5.67]  excluding, 
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deed  of  this  estate,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of 
this  vote. 

Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Wigglesworth  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report 

At  its  meeting  on  Jan.  14,  1859,  the  Board  fixed 
the  salary  of  the  office  of  Steward  at  the  Hospital  at 
$1,000,  and  that  of  the  Matron  at  $250  ;  the  present 
incumbents  of  those  offices  to  be  remunerated  at 
those  rates  for  their  services  since  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Gallison.  At  the  meeting  on  Jan.  19,  authority 
was  given  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  to  execute 
an  indenture  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation  with 
the  City  of  Boston,  providing  for  the  filling  up  of 
the  flats  lying  between  the  Hospital  grounds  and  the 
Harbor  Commissioners'  line. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  lieW 
at  the  Hospital  on  Jan.  26,  1859,  when  the  annual 
report,  including  those  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the 
officers  of  the  Hospital  and  Asylum,  was  presented. 
At  the  first  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on 
Feb.  13y  it  appeared  that  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  year  had  been  as  follows  :  William  Appleton* 
President;  N.  I.  Bowditch,  \'ice-President ;  Heiirr 
Andrews,  Treasurer,  and  T.  13.  Hall,  Secret<ary^ 
Messrs.  N.  H.  Emmons,  W.  W.  Greenough,  George 
Higginson,  John  Lowell,  II.  M.  Mason,  H.  B.  Rogers, 
J.  T.  Stevenson,  and  Edward  Wigglesworth,  Trustees 
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on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  Messrs.  W*  S* 
Bnllard,  W,  J.  Dale,  Thomas  Lamb,  and  Abbott  Law- 
rence, Trustees  on  the  part  of  the   Commonwealth. 
Ml  Rogers  was  re-elected  Chaiiman  of  the  Board. 
Hie  same  gentlemen  were  chosen  on  the  Board  of 
onsultation    as   had   seiTed   last   year.      The  only 
iange  on  the  Board  of  Visiting  Physicians  was  that 
Dr,  Francis  Minot  took  the  place  of  Dr.  D.  H.  Storer, 
The  Board  of  Visiting  Surgeons  remained  unchanged* 
Dr.  J.  Bacon,  jim.,  was  also  re-elected  Chemist ;  Dr.  C. 
Ellis,  Microscopist  and  Curator  of  the  Pathological 
Cabinet ;  Dn  B.  S.  Shaw,  Resident  Physician  ;  Dr.  S. 
L*  Abbot,  Physician  to  out-door  patients.    Lucius  M, 
Sargent,  jun.,  was  elected  Artist ;  Mr.  Harvey  Howard, 
Steward  ;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Gallison,  Matron  of  the 
Hospital.    Dr.  John  E.  Tyler  was  re-elected  Physician 
**d  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  ;  Columbus  Tyler, 
Steward  ;  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Tyler,  Matron.     The  Stand- 
^8  Committees  were   appointed,   and   the   Visiting 
[  ^^tumittees  were  arranged.     It  was  ordered  that  two 
^Oasand  copies  of  the  annual  report  be  printed, 
This  report  states  the  amount  of  the  property  of 
^^  Coqioration  yielding  income  to  be  ^168,489.75. 
*ie  income  hud   been   ^97,422/25 ;    the   expenses^ 
*  I  10,477.96.     There  had  been  admitted  to  the  Hos- 
l^^lal  1,0 L5  patients,  at  an  average  weekly  expense 
ich  of  J^6.i>3,  includiug,  and  of  ^5.67^  excluding, 
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the  tranquillization  of  the  nervous  system*  He  asb 
for  an  addition  to  the  library  at  the  Asylum.  By 
request  of  the  Trustees,  he  offers  some  suggestions  as 
to  improvement  in  heating  and  ventilating  appara* 
tus,  and  the  reconstructing  of  apartments  for  excitd 
patients.  He  promises  an  entire  self-devotion  to 
his  sacred  trust. 

Dr.  Tyler^s  request  for  an  increase  of  the  libran 
at  the  Asylum  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Committee 
for  consideration  and  report*  A  communication  W8i 
read  from  Henry  Andrews,  resigning  the  office  of 
Treasurer  of  the  Corporation,  when  it  was  *'  voted 
that  the  resignation  be  accepted."  Also,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wiggles  worth,  it  was  "  voted  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Board  be  presented  to  our  late  Treasurer  for 
his  valuable  services  to  this  Corporation  duiing  the 
long  period  of  twenty-four  years,  in  which  his  uni* 
form  fidelity  has  gained  for  him  the  respect  of  all  tb< 
Boards  of  Trustees  with  which  he  has  been 
nected."  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board,  held 
Feb.  18,  Mr.  T.  J.  Stevenson  sent  a  communicati< 
resigning  his  office  as  a  Trustee,  and  a  vote  of  th; 
was  passed  to  him  *'  for  his  long  and  faithful  si 
vices."  Mr.  Stevenson  was  then  elected,  by  ballot, 
Treasurer  of  the  Corporation  for  the  ensuing  yc\ 
Thus  began  the  term  of  service,  which  at  this  p] 
ent  writing  still  continues,  of  an  officer  of  this 
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iporation,  who  has  given  to  a  most  exacting  and  re- 

[  sponsible  trust  signal  abilities,  the  highest  financial 
skill  and  judgment,  with  a  warm  interest  in  the  cause 
of  humanity  which  the  institution  represents.     The 

[  complicated  accounts  which  he  administers  form  a 
lucid  record  even  for  those,  not  experts,  who  annually 
audit  them. 

i  Marcus  Morton,  jun.,  was  elected  a  Trustee  for  the 
ensuing  year,  in  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Stevenson* 

On  Feb.  27,  the  Board  voted,  after  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  the  library  of  the  Asylum,  to 
whom   the  request  of  Dr.  Tyler  had  been  referred, 

I  '^  that  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  be  placed  at 

I  the  disposal  of  the  Superintendent  and  Physician  of 
the  Asylum  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  permanent  increase  of  the  library/* 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  March  27,  meas- 
ures were  adopted  for  the  settlement  of  the  interest 
of  the  Corporation  in  the  estate  of  the  late  M,  P. 

i  Sawyer*  At  the  meeting  on  April  20,  similar  steps 
were  taken  in  reference  to  the  bequests  from  the  Tread- 

I  well  property.  A  final  report  upon  the  latter  subject 
was  made  and  accepted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  on 
May  8,  and  the  selection  was  then  approved  of  Dr. 
Shaw,  as  Guardian  and  Librarian  of  the  Tread  well 
Library,  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars,     Mr.  Mor- 
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ton  resigned  his  seat  on  the  Board,  as  a  Trustee,  on 
June  5,  and  the  resignation  was  accepted.  A  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Rogers  was  Chairman,  reported 
on  July  14  on  the  proposed  purchase  of  **  the  Wood* 
ward  Lot  and  Joy  Farm/'  near  the  Asylum ;  and  it 
was  "  voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  ^  J 
purchase  the  *  Woodward  Lot/  so  called,  next  thf 
Asylum,  at  Somerville,  at  a  rate  not  exceediDj 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  foot."  The  Treasum 
reported  on  Aug.  9  that  he  had  effected  the  pur* 
chase*  G.  Howland  Shaw  was,  on  Sept.  20,  elected 
a  Trastee  in  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignatiai 
of  Mr.  Morton ;  but,  in  a  communication  received  by 
the  Board  on  Oct.  14,  he  declined  the  office* 

The  Board  voted,  at  its  meeting  on  Nov.  6,  an 
amendment  of  a  rule  of  the  HospitJil,  so  that  it 
should  read,  "  Any  individual  on  the  payment  of  ooe 
hundred  dollars  shall  be  entitled  to  a  free  bed  at  the 
Hospital  for  one  year."  Mr.  Rogers,  in  behalf  of  i 
Committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  questioa  of 
the  expediency  of  receiving  inebriates  as  patients  at 
the  Asylum,  raised  by  Ur.  Tyler  s  last  quarterly  repoit, 
made  a  brief  report,  which  was  accepted;  whereupon 
it  was  "  voted  that  tliis  Board  deem  the  practice  of 
admitting  inebriates  into  the  Asylu%  to  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  its  best  interests,  and  that  hereafter  no 
such  persons   be   admitted  as  patients  without   the 
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express  order  of  the  Board  in  each  case."     At  the 
eeting  of  the  Tiaistees  on  Nov,  20,  Mr.  N.  I.  Bow- 
pitch  received  the  thanks  of  the  Board  for  a  newly 
lound   copy  of  his   *^  Histoiy  of  the    Massachusetts 
eneral    Hospital."      The    Board    referred    to    Mr. 
ijowell,   with   full  powers,  the  matter  of  building  a 
>ea-wall  on  the   boundary  of  the  Hospital  grounds. 
fclr.  Sogers,  for  the  Committee  on  improvements  at 
he  Asylum,  reported  a  proposition  in  writing  from 
£.  C.  U.  Cotting,  agent  for  Miss  Joy,  for  the  sale  of 
K  strip  of  land  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  on 
■the  north-east  side  of  the  Asylum  grounds,  and  the 
■surrender  of  certain  rights  of  way  and  restrictions  on 
the  south-east  and  south-west.     This  proposition  com- 
ing before  the  Board  on  the  next  day,  Nov*  21,  at  an 
adjournment,  the  folIo%ving  resolutions  and  vote  were 
unanimously  passed :  — 

L 

^^^Jiesolved^  That  the  extinguishment  of  all  rights  now  held 
Bby  any  persons  whatever  other  than  this  Corpomtion,  in  Asy- 
lum and  Essex  Streets,  and  of  the  restrictions  upon  buikliug 
easterly  of  Essex  Street,  is  desirable." 
I     *'  Resolved^  That  the  purchase  of  a  strip  of  land  one  hun- 
pSred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  Asylum 
premises,   ia    also  desimble,      Thercfure,    Voted^    Tliat  the 
Committee   on   improvements  at  the  Asylum  be  authorized, 
[at  tlieir  discretion,  to  effect  these  objects^  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $33,000," 


\ 
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At  the  next  meeting,  held  Dec.  4,  the  same  Com- 
mittee reported  progress  in  negotiations  to  effect  this 
object,  and  received  farther  authority  from  the  Board. 

Grateful  acknowledgments  were  made  by  the 
Board,  on  Dec.  18,  to  Mr.  O.  W-  Bird,  executor,  for 
the  receipt,  through  him,  of  a  legacy  of  fl,OO0» 
bequeathed  to  the  institution  by  his  grandfather,  the 
late  George  Hills ;  and  thanks  were  voted  to  Dr.  J. 
Mason  Warren  for  the  gift  of  a  copy  of  the  "  Life " 
of  his  late  father.  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren.  A  communica- 
tion from  Dr,  H.  J.  Bigelow  announced  the  bequest , 
to  him,  by  the  late  Mrs.  S.  Benton  Thompson,  of] 
1492.40,  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients  of  the  Hos- 1 
pital,  with  the  request  — 

"That  tlie  iocoiiie  accruing  shall  be  added  to  the  princif 
until  the  latter  shall  reach  the  sum  of  |500;  after  which  the] 
income  shall  be  made  payable  annually  to  Heory  J,  Bigelow] 
during  his  life,  to  be  distributed  at  his  pleaaurCt  for  the  lien* 
efit  of  the  patients  in  the  HospiL^il,  and  after  his  death  the] 
income  to  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  free  beds." 

**  Voled^  That  the  Trustees  accept  the  donation  from  Dr- 
Bigelow,  on   the  conditions   named ,  and  that  the  same 
called  the  *  Thompson  Fund  ; '  and  that  the  g^iteful  acknowl- 
edgments of  the  Board  be  preseuted  tlirough  Dr,  Bigelow  tal 
the  executors  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Thompson-** 

Messrs,  Emmons  and   Higginson   were  appoint 
by  the  Board,  on  Jan.  1,  1860,  to  prepai*e  the  annual' 
report  for  the  last  year*     Henry  H.  Benson  commu* 
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ted  to  the  Board,  on  Jan.  13,  his  resignation  of 
the  office  of  male  Supervisor  at  the  Asylum,     The 
^Be$ignatioa  was  accepted ;  and  the  Board  confirmed 
^Kie  nomination,  by  Dr.  Tyler,  of  George  A.  Goodell, 
^u  his  successor.     The  usual  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  the  other  officers  of  the  institution  were  pre- 
?nted  at  this  and  the  next  meeting,  on  Jan*  18,  and 
Referred    to   the    Committee   on   the    annual    report. 
Lppropriations  were  made  for  repairs  at  the  Asylum, 
id   for  furniture  for   a  Lecture-room   there.      The 
iks   of    the    Board   were   voted,  on   Jan.   25,  to 
isrs.  Maynard  &  Noyes,  of  Boston,  for  their  long- 
continued   kindness   in  allowing  the  accommodation 
of  their  premises  as  a  place  for  receiving  packages 
)r  the  Asylum ;  also,  to  the  family  of  the  late  Dr* 
?erry   for  a   photograph   likeness   of  him,  received 
irom  the  hands  of  Dr.  Bo wd itch. 

Tlie    Committee   on  the  annual   report   presented 
heir  report   for   the   year    1859,   which   was   read, 
cceptedi  and  with  the  accompanying  papers  ordered 
be  laid  before  the  Corporation  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing on  this  day. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  on  Feb.  5, 

|860,  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  it 

i|>eared    that    the    following   gentlemen    had    been 

lecled  officers  for  the  ensuing  year:  William  Apple- 

)u,  President ;  N.  I.  Bowditch,  Vice-President ;  J.  T. 

69 


546 


R£FOBT   FOR    1850. 


SteTenson,  Treasurer ;  T.  B.  Hall,  Secretary  ;  Messn. 
J.  M.    Beebe,  N.  H*  Emmons,  W.  W.  Greenouglu 
George  Uiggmson,  John  Lowell,  R.  M.  Mason,  H.  & 
Rogers,  and  Edward  Wigglesworth,  Trustees  oo  die 
part  of  the  Corporation ;  and  Messrs.  Martin  Brinimt'T 
W.  S.  BuUard,  W.  J,  Dale,  and  Thomas  Lamb,Trafr 
tees  on  the   part  of   the  Commonwealth.      Od  the 
organization  of    the   Board  of  Trustees,  Mr.  H  B 
Rogers  was   re-elected   Chaimian.     Xo    change  w- 
made  in  the  last  year*s  Boards    of    ConsultatioQ   i 
Visiting   Physicians    and   Surgeons,  nor  among  tni 
officers  of  the  Hospital,  except  that  Oliver  H*  Wt^ 
ber  was  chosen  Apothecary,  and  there  was  no  choice 
of  an   Artist,   Dr.   Sargent  baring   declined    a   i^ 
election.     Dr.  J.  E,  Tyler  was  re-appointed  Physidim 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Columbus  Tyler  Steward  and  Matron.     The  Standing 
Committees  on  Finance,  on  Accounts,  on  Free  Beds, 
on  the  Warren  Fund  and  Library,  and  on  the  Book 
of  Donations,  were  appointed,  and  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittees were  arranged  for  the  year.     It  was  directed 
that  two  thousand  copies  of  the  annual  report  te 
printed. 

The  Committee,  in  this  report,  estimate  the  amount 
of  the  property  of  the  institution,  from  nearly  i 
which  income  is  derived,  at  ^258,j58.G7.     Th< 
penses  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Asylum  for  the  y< 
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Id  been  $98,789.64,  and  the  receipts  $94,076.47. 
le  cost  to  the  Corporation  for  the  maintenance  of 
U /ree  patients  had  been  $31,910.47;  the  income 
funds  specially  appropriated  to  that  purpose  hav- 
been  $14,816.06,  leaving  $17,094.41  charcreable 
the  general  funds.  There  had  been  admitted  to 
le  Hospital  1,240  patients,  at  an  average  weekly 
tpense  for  each  of  $5.75i,  including,  and  of  $5.33, 
ccluding,  repairs.  Though  there  had  been  such  an 
icrease  in  the  number  of  patients,  yet  at  no  time 
?re  all  the  beds  occupied,  nor  was  any  proper 
jplicant  refused  admission.  Thus  the  new  system 
Adopted  by  the  Trustees  as  to  the  discliarge  of  con- 
valescents  had  worked  satisfactorily.  The  Committee 
commend  the  order  and  efficiency  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  Dr.  Shaw.  The  Physician  to  out-door 
patients  had  treated  3,165  cases.  There  had  been 
admitted  to  the  Asylum  131  patients,  and  175  re- 
mained at  the  end  of  the  year,  317  patients  having 
received  its  benefits  during  the  year,  at  an  average 
weekly  cost  for  each  of  $6.16}.  Several  of  the 
wards  had  been  greatly  improved  and  refurnished. 
The  Committee  express  a  high  appreciation  of  the 
■lervices  of  Dr.  Tyler.  Recognition  is  made  of  the 
legacy  of  $1,000  from  the  late  Mr.  George  Hills,  of 
Boston;  of  the  donation  of  $3,857.32  from  Dr. 
Rufus    Kittredge,   the    income    of    which    is   to   be 
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applied  to  '^  Asylum  *'  purposes  ;  and  of  the  donation 
of  ^492.40  from  Mrs,  Thompson,  for  the  '*  Hospital** 
Both  Hospital  and  Asylum  are  reported  to  be  in  a 
satisfactoi7  condition  under  the  efficient  and  devoted 
management  of  their   officers   and  attendants.    Dr. 
Shaw  reports  that,  besides  the  out-door  patients,  about 
five  hundred  persons  had  had  the  aid  of  dentistry  in 
the  extraction  of  teeth.     The  object  of  the  Hospital 
being  to  afford  substantial  relief  to  the  largest  pos- 
sible number  of  persons,  it  is  not  consistent  with  it 
to  use  even  beds  temporarily  unoccupied  for  patients 
with  incurable  diseases.     It  is  more   in  conformity 
with  the  design  of  the  institution  that  eight  or  tea 
sufferers   by   acute   disease    should  be   successively 
relieved,  than  that  the  bed  which  they  might  occupy 
should  be  used,  it  may  be  for  a  year,  by  a  chroma 
incurable.     One  half  of  those  who  during  the  yeaf 
had  been  refused  admission,  being  of  foreign  birth, 
had  been  referred  to  the  State  institutions  provid 
for  them.     Beds  must  be  reserved  for  urgent 
Much  relief  is  afforded  to  out-patients  by  the  loan  ol 
Hospital  furniture,  surgical  apparatus,  fracture 
&c.     A  very  complete  catalogue  had  been  made  oi 
the  Treadwell  Medical  Library,  which  may  be 
suited  by  any  proper  appUcant  in  the  profession.     B 
a  new  plan  of  administration  there  had  been  a  redm 
tion  of  the  internal  expenses  of  the  Hospital,  with 


It  any  loss  in  good  diet,  or  nursing  and  medical 

Dr,  Tyler,  in  his  report,  gives  a  condensed  but 
lost  striking  and  classified  statement  of  the  indi- 
I'vidual  and  the  classes  of  cases  which  in  the  course  of 
be  year  come  under  his  care,  with  the  various  forms 
[of  mental  disease, — wild  and  destructive  mania, 
mzy,  deep  depression,  suicidal  tendency,  delusion, 
id  exhaustion, — all  needing,  and  through  their 
lends  finding,  the  mercifal  refuge  of  the  Asylum. 
The  relief  to  those  friends  from  manifold  and  painful 
liLxieties,  and  tlie  increase  of  comfort  and  safe  liberty 
the  patients,  are  blessings  hardly  measurable,  Th3 
lumber  of  perfect  recoveries,  and  the  restoring  of 
iseful  and  valued  persons  to  their  homes,  families, 
ind  duties,  call  for  gratitude.  Recent  improvements 
lave  added  much  to  the  convenience  and  elegance  of 
le  house  arrangements.  A  great  variety  of  amuse- 
Pments  and  means  of  recreation  —  billiard-tables,  bowl- 
ing-alleys, saddle-ponies,  carriages,  sleigh-rides,  chess, 
cards,  backgammon,  bagatelle,  the  library,  sewing- 
circles,  and  music  —  offer  their  resources.  Many 
patients  have  attended  concerts  and  lectures  in 
Boston,  and  public  worship  on  Sunday  in  various 
churches.  Every  Sunday  evening  a  sermon  is  read, 
with  singing,  in  one  of  the  wings.  Holiday  parties, 
with  dancing,  and  stereopticon,   ventriloquism,  &c., 
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were  held  on  Christmas,  New  Year's,  Febraary  22, 
July  4,  and  other  occasions^  The  unreraitting  vigi- 
lance  of  attendants  has  prevented  accidents  and 
secured  safety. 

Dr,  Tyler  proceeds,  at  some  length,  to  make  one 
of  those  admirable  contributions  to  the  science  and 
practical  wisdom  of  his  specialty,  which  give  such 
high   character   and   value  to  the  series  of  reports 
offered  by  the  heads  of  the  Asylum.     He  pronounces 
insanity   a    disease,   curable   under   conditions,   like 
other  diseases,  and  more  hopeful  of  cure  the  earlier 
it  is  brought  under  specific  treatment.     He  sets  aside 
the  absurdity  of  its  being  a  disgrace.     He  opposes 
the  fancy  or  theory  that  it  can  ever  exist,  without  a 
derangement  of  the  brain  as  an  organ,  or  in  its  func- 
tions ;  yet  he  distinctly  recognizes  it  as  a  secondary 
effect  of  diseases,  like  dyspepsia,  not  originating  iii< 
the  brain.     Even  hereditary  victims  of  insanity  arc 
not  to  be  considered  incurable  any  more  than  if  the 
disease  were  fever  or  rheumatism.     Dr.  Tyler  theo 
points  at  some  of  the  causes  which  are  influential  i 
producing  insanity,  as  warnings  for  those  who  wcmli 
avert  it  for  themselves  or  for  others.     An  enlighten< 
supervision  of  the  training  of  childhood  and  joutb, 
proper  exercise  and  furnishing  of  the  intellect, 
recognition  of  mural  laws  and  facts,  self-control ;  tlie] 
restraining  of  personal  cajmces,  and  of  all  appetites 
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regard  for  the  intellectual,  iporal,  and  physical 
powerg  in  their  due  relations  and  proportions  ;  relax- 
ItiOD  from  too  assiduous  devotion  to  a  special  work 
or  culling  ;  the  rational  treatment  of  bodily  ailments  ; 
and,  above  all,  strict  temperance,  —  are  the  safeguards 
■nrbich  science  and  experience  commend  to  all 
H  llie  Trustees  instructed  the  Secretary  to  inform 
"the  Treasurer  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them  to 
^bave  him  participate  freely  in  their  discussions  when- 
^Kver  he  should  attend  the  meetings.  At  the  next 
^meeting,  Feb.  19,  it  was  — 


"  Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  keep  a  separate  and  distinet 

iccount  of  all  income  received  from,  and  all  expenditures 

inciirred  on  account  of,  each  of  tlie  furida  wliich  Iiave   been 

l^iuay  be  hereafter  received  for  account  of  the  Asylum,  in 

ct  to  the  u^e  and  apphcation   of  which  there  are  any 

c^hU  provi»ionti ;  and  that  all  unexpended  balances  of  said 

^counts  remainujg  at  the  close  of  the  year  be  carried  to  the 

'tlebit  *>f  the  new  account  for  the  succeeding  year." 

tit  was  also  voted  that  the  Superintendent  of  the 
jf^lum,  at  each  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board, 
liould  present  separate  lists  of  such  beneficiary 
mtients  as  in  his  judgment  should  receive  aid  from 
he  special  trusts  and  funds  for  the  ensuing  quarter, 
that  the  Board  might  act  on  each  case  by  a  distinct 
vote.  The  Chairman  from  a  Committee  reported, 
recommending  the  appointing  a  ''  Standing  Commit- 
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tee  on  Alterations  and  Bepairs  ^  at  the  Hospital  nil 
Asylum,  with  fall  powers  in  all  cases  in  which  tkl 
expense  would  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  tkl 
consent  of  the  Board  heing  requisite  for  any  proposedj 
outlay  beyond  that  amount  The  report 
recommendations  were  approved.  The  rules 
regulations  were  amended  according  to  these  net  I 
proYisions,  and  the  new  Committee  was  appointe!] 
for  the  current  year. 

An   ice-closet  was   pro\ided   for  the  Hospital,  bjj 
vote,   April  L    A  nuisance,  caused    by  the  city  ml 
filling  the  flats  west  of  the  Hospital,  called  for 
action  and  protest  of  the   Board,  on  May  6.    Pn 
vision  was  made  for  proper  diplomas  for  House  Pupili 
at  the   Hospital.     Mrs,  George   G.  Lee  subscribed 
11,000  for  a  life  free  bed  at  the  Hospital,     Dr.  Tylc 
received  permission,  on  May  20,  to  be   absent  froa 
the  Asylum  for  attendance  on  the  Convention  to 
held  at  Philadelphia,  of  Superintendents  of  Instit 
tions  for  the  Insane.     The  Treasurer  was  afterwa 
authorized  to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  this 
as  for  the  benefit  of  the  Asylum.     On  June  19» 
mission  was  granted  to  the  House  Pupils  to  sic 
and  take  their  breakfasts  at  the  Hospital  until  other 
wise   ordered.     During  a   contemplated    absence 
Mr.   Eogers,    Mr.   Wiggles  worth    was,   on   July 
chosen  temporary  Chaiiman  of  the  Board.     A  con 
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unication  to  the  Trustees,  from  Dn  Tyler,  on  Sept. 
auuouQced  the  resiguatioa  of  Dr.  Jerome  C. 
itnith  as  Second  Assistant  Physician  at  the  Asylum, 
wd  the  nomination  of  Dr,  J.  Bhickmer  as  his  suc- 
►^sor.  The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  the 
lominee  was  elected.  The  Board  voted,  on  Oct  12, 
'  that  in  consideration  of  the  advanced  age  of  Miss 
/aylor,  and  her  long  and  faithful  services  as  nurse, 
^hich  are  held  in  «Ti-atefal  remembrance  bv  the  Trus- 
fees,  she  be  relieved  from  all  duties  to  the  Hospital, 
bd  that  her  wages  be  continued  till  further  order  of 
le  Board/'  A  bequest  made  to  the  Corporation  by 
le  late  Jonathan  Phillips,  Esq.,  to  be  appropriated 
D  purposes  designated  by  him,  was  gratefully  ac- 
aowledged  by  the  Trustees.  The  Committee  on 
Lccounts  proposed  on  Oct.  23  the  following  vote, 
ith  its  preamble,  which  were  passed  by  the  Board : 
Whereas  the  expenses  of  the  Hospital  have  in- 
teased  largely  during  the  past  two  years,  voted 
^at  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Institution 
i  requested  to  consider  and  to  report  to  this  Board, 
bether  patients  cannot  be  treated  under  its  present 
^tem  of  administration  at  a  less  expense,  and  with 
^ually  satisfactory  results."'  Prompted  by  this  vote, 
r.  Shaw  communicated  to  the  Trustees,  on  Dec.  9, 
report  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Medical  Board  as 
i  answer   to  certain  inquiries  concerning  the  econ- 
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omy  of  the  institution.  This  report  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts.  Messrs.  Rogers  and 
Greenough,  as  a  Committee,  were  instructed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any  and  what  changes  are 
desirable  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Hospital 
and  Asylum.  Messrs.  Bullard  and  Beebe  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report 
of  the  Board;  the  several  reports  of  the  respective 
physicians  and  officers  of  the  institution,  which  were 
presented  on  Jan.  11  and  Jan.  16,  1861,  bemg  re- 
ferred to  them.  A  report  was  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee and  accepted  by  the  Board,  that,  under  existing 
circumstances,  no  change  should  at  present  be  made 
in  the  terms  of  admission  to  the  Hospital.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  rules  and  regulations  asked  for  and 
received  further  time. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1860,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  was  laid  before  the  Cor- 
poration at  its  annual  meeting,  on  Jan.  23,  1861. 
All  the  officers  of  the  Corporation  during  the  last 
year  were  re-elected  for  the  year  ensuing,  except  that 
Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe  was  appointed,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lamb,  as  one  of  the  Trustees  on  the  part 
of  the  Commonwealth.  In  the  organization  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  at  its  first  meeting,  on  Feb.  10, 
Mr.  Rogers  was  re-elected  Chairman.  ]Vli\  Greenough, 
for  the  Committee  of  the  old  Board,  on  the  revisal  of 


[the  rales  and  regulations  for  the  Hospital  and  the 
Asylum,   reported,    recoraraending    certain    changes 
^nd  additions.     The  Board  accepted  the  report,  and 
^opted  its  recommendations.     Mr<  N.  H.  Eaimons 
cammumcated  to  the  Board  his  resignation  as  a  Trus- 
tee.    The    same    was   accepted,  and    thanks    were 
returned   to   him   for   his  valuable   services  in  that 
capacity.     Mr.  J.  Amory  Davis  was  then  elected,  by 
ballot,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board.     The  Boirds 
^of  Consultation,  of  Visiting  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  all  the  officers  of  the  Asylum  and  Hospital,  were 
I  unchanged,  save  that  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Gallison  having 
[jesigned  the  office  of  Matron  of  the  Hospital,  her 
I  resignation  was  accepted,  with  a  continuance  of  her 
lealary  through  the  current  quarter.     Dr.  Shaw  was 
requested  to  consult  with  the  Chairman  rehative  to  a 
proper  person  for  Matron.    The  Standing  Committees 
were  appointed,  and  the  Visiting  Committees  were 
arranged  for  the  year. 

The  report  for  the  previous  year,  18G0,  is  very 
elaborate,  and  contains  matter  of  much  interest.  The 
expenses  of  both  departments  for  the  year  had  been 
f  110,329.16  ;  while  the  receipts  had  been  |9 1,55 0.66, 
accruing  from  the  ordinary  sources.  In  addition  to 
other  general  funds,  there  had  been  an  extra  dividend 
■  of  $15,000  from  the  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, without  which  there  would  have  been  a  great 
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deficiency  of  means.     The  Corporation  had,  np  to 
this  time,  received  from  that  insurance  company  since 
its  establishment,  according  to  the  provisions  of  its 
charter,  $231,687.50,  being  "the  most  miinificeBt of 
all  its  munificent  benefactors*"     The  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  1,137  free  patients  at  the  Hospital,  for  an  M 
aggregate  of  5,685  weeks,  had  been  $36,148.06;  of  i 
which   amount,   after    deducting    the    income   from 
endowments  and  subscriptions   for  free   beds,  there 
remained  $18,935.69  to  be  charged   to  the  general 
funds  of  the  Corporation-    The  average  cost  per  week 
of  a  patient  at  the  Asylum,  $6.58 ;  at  the  Hospital, 
$6.42.     The  unproductive  property  of  the  institulioa 
in  land  and  buildings  is  estimated  at  $6O7,209*99,' 
the  productive  property  being  $358,330.36.     A  leg- 
acy had  been  received  during  the  year  of  $10,000j 
for  the  support  of  free  beds  at  the  Hospital,  by  the 
will  of  the  late  Hon.   Jonathan   Phillips,  who  hiwl 
been  connected  with  the  institution  as  a  Trustee 
Vice-President  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Mr.  William  I.  Bowditch  had  made  a  donation  of 
$274.25,  being  the  amount  of  his  bill  for  valuable 
professional  services.     The  purchase  of  five  acr«  ef 
land  adjoining  the  Asylum  estate  secures  the  premiiei 
from  intnision  and  extends  the  facilities  for  the  ont- 
door  exercise  of  patients.     Plans  were  iu  preparatioo 
for  a  Cottage^  a  suitable  building,  felt  to  be  now  tcit 
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lecessary,  for  imbecile  female   patients.     The  Com- 
raittee  express  in  high  terms  their  sense  of  the  fidel- 
BptT  and  value  of  the  services  of  the  heads  and  of  the 
^pubordinate  officers  of  the  Asylum  and  the  Hospital, 
^and  acknowledge  thankfully  the  labors  of  Dn  S.  L* 
Abbot,  who,  as  Physician  to  out-patients,  had  adminis- 
tered to  4,271  persons  during  the  year.     The  resig- 
nation of  Miss  Rebecca  Taylor,  ''  who  has  efficiently 
Kid  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  nurse  in  the 
ospitid  for  thirty-four  years,  and  to  more  than  four 
^thousand  persons,"  is  noticed,  \nth  the  remark  that 
Hj^he   has  won   the    gratitude   and  affection  of  the 
^Hroenta,  and  the  cordial  regard  of  all  who  know  her, 
^br  her  gentle  manners  and  truly  Christian  life."    The 
provision  made  for  this  excellent  woman  has  been 
already    noticed.     The    Treadwell    Library,  for   con- 
,    snltatJOD,  contained  2,534  volumes.     There  had  been 
Hfai  the  Hospital  since  it  was  opened  23,331  patients, 

I  and  in  the  Asylum  4,702.  Nearly  half  of  these  in 
ieach  department  had  been  discharged  tvelL 
By  Dn  Shaw*s  report  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
pnmber  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  for  the  year 
bad  been  1,394,  of  whom  1,240  had  been  admitted 
^nring  that  time  :  1,137  had  been  wholly  free.  Of 
Ihe  patients,  555  were  from  Ireland.  No  applicant 
whose  case  was  suitable  for  treatment  had  been 
ejected,  and  no  one  had  been  refused  admission 
m  account  of  inability  to  pay  board. 
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Dr.  Tyler  reports  that  121  new  prtieofci  bad  beei 
received  into  the  Asylum  during  the  year,  and 
187  remained  at  its  close.     Holding  in  the  resent 
a  sacred  confidence  many  of  the  experiences  and 
dents  of  his  professional  duties,  he  giwes  expi 
to  some  general  and  useful  suggestions, 
the  fact  that  insanity,  in  any  given   case,  is  a 
experience,  and  brings  a  crushing  sorrow  upon  the 
family  of  the  afflicted  one,  he  says  it  by  no  meto 
follows  that  all  the  experience  of  an  Asylum  is  rf 
a  gloomy  character.     The  necessity  and  expedieacf 
of  a  separation  from  home  and  friends  haying  been 
deliberately  admitted,  in  spite  of  all  the  yearnings, 
reproaches,  misgivings,  and  imaginary  apprehenstoof 
that  come  with  the  effecting  it,  there  is  still  another 
side  to  the  experience.     A  glimmer  of  something  Uke 
light  comes  where  all  has  been  darkness.     Bemoval 
from  the  scenes  and  associations  of  the  origin  of  the 
disease,  the  regularity  and    method  of  Asylum  life, 
diversion  of  thought,  the  sense   of  being  eared  for 
wisely  and  kindly,  gradually  work  their  blessed  in- 
fluence-    When  restoration   in  its  processes  and  ita 
results  is  realized,  it  brings  with  it  a  clear  comfort 
and  an  intensity  of  happiness.     There  are  resouroei 
of  peace,  relief,  and  enjoyment  also,  for  those  fof 
whom  there  is  no  reasonable  hope  of  recovery.    Thef 
appreciate  the  method,  the  comfort,  the  amenities  of 
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■le  house,  its  system  and  routine ;  they  are  observant 

Hr  their  dress  and  appearance,  and  the  furnishings 

If   their  rooms ;  they  enjoy  their  walks,  drives,  and 

amusements,  and  the    interchange  from    solitude    to 

companionship.     Many  of  these  regard  the  Asyhmi 

almost  with  reverence,  and  are  alway  on  the  side  of 

order  in  a  time  of  murmuring.     Such  patients  are 

more  than  an  offset  to  their  antipodes  in  faith  and 

feeling,  and  so  are  sources  of  benefit  to  others.  Those 

who    are   under   strong  and  grotesque  delusions,  in 

their  own  fixed  belief,  —  kings,  prophets,  the  world's 

benefactors,  inventors,  deities  even,  —  if  not  seriously 

disputed,  enjoy  themselves  and  amuse  their  fellows, 

in  the  complacency  of  their  fancies  and  plans.     If 

imagination  can  invest  with  wealth  and  power,  the 

Asylum  has  nabobs  whose  wealth  and  possessions  are 

unmatched  by  any  of  the  princes  or  potentates  of  the 

earth.     All  the  passing  trains  of  cars  are  carrying 

their  goods,  and  the  ships  on   all  oceans  are  doing 

their  traffic.     The    pitiable  victims  of  hallucination 

who  torture  themselves  into  despair,  of  course,  must 

not  be  forgotten ;  nor  is  it  wise  to  dwell  upon  their 

miseries.     The  querulous  and  the  perverse  are  to  be 

borne  with,   neither  encouraged    nor    roughly   with- 

Ftood.      What   the    officers    and    attendants    of     an 
Uylum  must  be   to  meet  the  demands  of  a  charge 
coveiing  all  these  and  many  other  workings  of  dis- 
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ease,  it  needs  no  full  rehearsal  of  qualities  to  be  set 
before  an  intelligent  mind.  Fidelity  and  kindness 
are  the  laws  of  the  house.  Patients  taken  away  un- 
cured^  and  employes  discharged  for  unfitness,  are 
the  sources  of  all  the  malign  reports  about  a  well- 
ordered  Asylum.  Those  who  are  thorcmghly  re- 
covered are  always  enthusiasts  in  their  praise  and 
gratitude.  An  early  resort  to  the  Asylum  in  ecery 
case  of  insanity,  and  a  patient  delay  till  the  cure  is 
thorough  and  confirmed,  before  removal,  are  the 
prime  conditions  of  benefit. 

Dr.  Dio  Lewis  had  spent  much  time  during  the 
year  in  introducing  his  new  system  of  gymnastics 
for  classes  in  both  sides  of  the  Asylum,  with  great 
delight  for  the  practitioners  and  the  by-standers. 
Among  the  ladies  there  is  an  enthusiastic  interest 
in  "  fancy-work."  They  contribute  many  valuable 
articles  to  charity-fairs.  A  generous  friend  had  sent 
them  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  ma- 
terials. Dr.  Tyler,  after  stating  that  the  political  and 
social  excitements  of  a  most  disturbed  and  startling 
year  of  time  had  all  received  attention  in  the  Asylum, 
slyly  adds  that  they  "  had  been  commented  upon 
with  as  much  interest  and  perhaps  as  wisely  as  in 
the  great  world  outside  of  us."  Many  of  the  patients 
had  attended  entertainments  in  the  city,  and  more 
still    had    been    gratified  •  by   concerts,   games,  and 
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lectures  within  the  walls.     Regattas  and  sleigh-rides 


yielded  their  delights. 


ng  on  Feb.  20,  for  the  printing  of  five  hundred  copies 

>f  the  Rules  and  Regulations  in  their  amended  form. 

At  the  meeting  on  March  31,  the  Board  received  a 

donation  of  $500  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 

patients  in  both  branches  of  the  institution.     Grateful 

thanks  were  returned  for  the  gift,  and  its  proper  use 

iras  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee. 

lans,  specifications,  and   an  estimate  of  cost  for  a 

lew  cottage  for  female  patients  at  the  Asylum,  were 

lid    before    this    meeting    by   a   Committee.     The 

loard  approved  and  adopted  the  same,  and  appointed 

I  Messrs.  Rogers,  Bullard,  and  Greenough  a  Building 
Committee,  with  full  powers,  up  to  the  limit  of  an 
Utlay  of  $32,UU0. 
At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  whole  Board,  held 
I  at  the  Asylum  on  April   17,  the  death  of  Mr.  Na- 
Ihaaiel   I.  Bowditch,  Vice-President  of   the  Corpo- 
mtion,  was    announced.     The  following   resolutions 
offered  by  Mr.  Rogers  were  unanimously  adopted :  — 
I    ^ Jitmh^d^  That  the  Board  of  Trustees   of  the  Maaaa^ 
fhu^ettfl  General  Hospital  have  heard  with  unfeigned  sorrow 
j{  the  deceii»e,  on  yesterday  evening,  uf  Nathaniel  Ingersoll 
iwditcht  Esquire,  lU  respected  Vice-President. 
*^  Jtesofvtd^  Thut  hid  lung  connection  witli  thU  ins^titution, 
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as  Secretary,  Trustee,  Chaimian  of  the  Board,  and  Vice- 
President,  extending  through  a  period  of  thirty-five  yean; 
the  untiring  devotion  of  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind  and 
heart  to  the  promotion  of  its  interests ;  his  fidelity,  intelli- 
gence,  ability,  patience,  and  firmness  in  the  discharge  of 
duty  ;  his  gentle,  joyons,  and  modest  demeanor,  at  aU  times 
and  under  all  circumstances,  so  peculiarly  remarkable  in  him  ; 
his  sympathy  with  suffering  and  his  many  noble  and  geacr* 
oufl  acta  for  its  alleviation,  so  characteristically  performed, 
and  so  beneficial  and  grateful  to  those  who  were  the  subjccbs 
of  theniy  —  in  short,  his  whole  character,  moral  and  in* 
tellectual,  constantly  developing  and  maturing,  and  hii 
whole  life  always  growing  wiser  and  better  and  more  useful 
to  the  last,  have  won  for  him  the  respect,  admiration,  and 
love  of  all  the  members  of  the  successive  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees of  this  Corporation,  and  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeon* 
and  other  officers  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  con- 
neeted  with  it,  and  demand  from  us  tliis  tribute  of  rega^l 
for  his  memory. 

'*  Jiemivedf  That  thia  Board,  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  JM 
character  and  services  of  its  late  Vice-President,  will  iittemi 
his  funeral  in  a  body,  provided  the  same  be  in  accordnDce 
with  the  feelings  of  the  family, 

^^  lie  solved^  That  we  sympathize  deeply  with    the  family 
of  our  deceased  friend  in  the  severe  dispensation  of  Pniw-j 
dence  which  has  fallen  upon  them,  and  respectfully 
to  them  this  token  of  our  sorrow  and  regard. 

**  These  resolutions  to  be  entered  on  the  records,  and  i| 
certified  copy  of  them  to  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  lta| 
deceased*" 


In  a  volume  of  which  this  truly  excellent  and  mu^ 
loved  man  was  the  author,  and  tlie   present  reprO'j 
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duction  of  which  was  provided  for  by  a  liberal  be- 
qaest  in  his  last  will,  it  is  but  right  that  he  himself 
should  find  a  special  commemoration.     The  preced- 

»mg  pages  from  his  pen  will  be  evidence  enough  to 
a  thoughtful  reader  of  the  love  which  he  bore  this 
institution ;    of  his  painstaking    in  dealing  with   its 
historj' ;  of  his   grateful   estimate  of  every  service 
which  it  received,  from  its  origin  to  its  maturity,  from 
■  the  professional  skill  and  fidelity  of  its  officers,  and 
'     from  tlie   generosity  and   munificence   of  its   bene- 
^factors.     He  labored  to  trace  out  and  authenticate 
■every  fact  which  formed  its  annals.     He  acquainted 
^himself  with  all  the  incidental  matters  which  marked 
its  development     He  was  jealously  watchful  for  its 
good  repute,  and    resolved   that   it  should  have  no 
pother  repute.     He  kept  its  claims  for  the  supply  and 
"enlargement   of   its   resources   before   a   community 
whose  respect  for  him  was  an  additional  motive  for 
listening  to  the  cause  nvhich  he  pleaded.     He  directly 
solicited  the  gifts  of  others,  and  tried  to  conceal  his 
own.     And  this,  it  might  almost  be  said,  was  but  the 
lesser  part  of  what  Mr.  Bowditch  did  for  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital ;    for  he  might  have  done 
it  all  outside  of  the  walls  of  its  spacious  edifices.     It 
may  be  added,  without  risking  any  extravagance  in 
the  statement,  that  during    most  of    the  thirty-five 
years  of  his  official  connection  with  the  institution  no 
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>n  drawn  into  that  specialty  of  his  profession, 
^convejancing,"  for  which  he  had  a  peculiar  taste 
cid  aptitude,  and  in  the  pursuit  and  practice  of 
irhich  he  obtained  a  distinction  in  Boston  which 
le  him  the  supreme  authority  in  tracing,  verifying, 
id  transferring  the  titles  of  parcels  of  real  estate. 
(lo  careful  man  who  proposed  to  buy  or  to.  take  a 
Hortgage  on  such  propeily  thought  he  had  done  his 
11  duty  to  himself  unless  he  had  the  warrant  of  Mr* 
)wditch.  He  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
aluminous  contents  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  the 
>unty,  and  his  own  iron  safe  was  crowded  with  fifty- 
Fe  autograph  folios,  of  five  hundred  pages  each,  of 
jstracts  of  titles,  of  copied  instruments  and  carefully 
iwn  plans  of  original  and  subdi\aded  estates  under 
their  successive  owners.  As  parcels  of  land  became 
of  enhanced  value  in  the  city,  inches  became  of  impor- 
tance in  the  measurement ;  and  the  owner  of  an  estate 
was  inclined  to  great  precision  or  over-precision  in 
his  claims  in  fractions.  The  writer  of  these  lines 
heard  Mr.  Bowditch  once  pleasantly  remark,  in  refer- 
ence to  some  of  these  elastic  measurements,  that  he 
should  be  satisfied  with  the  fortune  which  would  accrue 
from  the  actual  sale  of  the  supposititious  inches  of 
territory  specified  in  deeds ,  beyond  the  actual  surface 
of  the  soil  in  the  city.  His  fame  as  an  accurate  inves- 
tigator and  conveyancer  came   to   the  knowledge  of 
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Ixwd  CliaiiceUar  Ljudhurst,  and  drew  from  him  & 
high  oertifintion.  His  special  acquisitions  ib  cod- 
nMtioa  with  his  legal  training  were  drawn  upon  in 
i^efT  impciitaiit  easeSi  in  which  he  was  summoned  for 
iBfitimonT  or  an  opinion  by  the  Legislature  and  tk 
City  CoimciL 

A  Tolnmc  which  bears  the  name  of  Mr.  Bowditcll 
as  its  compiler,  and  which  appeared  in  three  editiooi 
wnocessxn^j  sncreasiiig  in.  size,  —  so  that  the  third 
e£t]oa  contains  seren  times   as  many  pages  as  the 
$Brslt — IS  unique  in  onr  literature.     It  involTed 
credible  labor  and  research,  and  is  a  marvellous 
ness  to  the  thoronghness  and  fidelity  of  his  deTOtimi 
to  his  special  profi^ion.    The  volume  was  not  put 
on  sale,  the  copies  of  it  being  given  by  the  anthor 
privately  to  his  friends  as  a  pleasant  token  of  his 
peisonal  regard^  and  to  public  libraries  and  instita- 
tkvBS*     I  copy  from  the  third  edition,  now  before  me, 
containing  nearly  eight   hundred   octavo  pages,  iod 
printed  in  1S61 :  the  title  and  motto  are  as  foUows: 

**  SUFFOIX   SCBKAMES.      Bt  N,    I-    BowDITCfl. 


?'•  — HOCMK 


'*AKa»e!    If  tke  psrty  kid  a  moe, 
WltfU  Borcal  voslil  be  *  Bu^  by 


The  dedication  is  "  To  the  Memory  of  A.  Shurt, 
•The  Father    of    American  Conveyancing,'   wIm 
name  is  associated  alike  with  my  daily  toilet  and  i 
daily  occupation.^ 


The  work  is  a  direct  result  of  his  investigations 
the  Suffolk  Kegistry  of  Deeds.  The  first  edition 
jpeared  in  1857;  the  second,  enlarged,  in  1858* 
e  prefaces  contain  much  interesting  historical  mat- 
relating  to  the  Records  of  Suffolk  County,  and 
nch  curious  information  on  the  general  subject  of 
imes,  and  the  bibliographical  sources  on  which  the 
ithor  drew,  in  the  expansion  of  his  work  far  beyond 
original  design.  There  is  a  vast  deal  of  instruc- 
on  and  humor  to  be  found  in  the  volume,  more 
lan  any  one  would  imagine  could  come  from  an 
irrangement  of  the  classification  and  derivation  of 
lames.  It  needed,  however,  the  compiler's  own 
sharming  fancy  and  subtile  wit  to  make  so  much  of 
lis  theme  and  materials. 

The  reader  will  peruse,  with  full  appreciation  and 
ympathy,   this    closing   portion   of   Mr.    Bowditchs 
face :  — 


r 


"I  will  conclude  with  a  few  worda  of  ^personal  expla- 
bation/  I  was  born  in  1805,  OP  a  vifjorous  frame  and 
ftctive  habita»  I  enjoyed  for  fifty  yeara  almost  uninterrupted 
health.  During  the  summer  niontha,  I  seldom  omitted  a 
paily  swim  in  Chiu-les  River ;  utid  the  coldest  weather  of 
winter  nirely  induced  me  to  resort  to  an  outside  garment* 
Id  1835,  on  a  bridal  tour,  I  visited  Niagara,  and  swam 
icross  that  river,  below  the  Falla,  on  two  successive  days  ; 
tod  once,  when  the  thermometer  was  at  zero,  the  gentlemen 

ho  had  gathered  around  the  fire  in   an  insurance  office  in 
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Boston  proposed,  as  I  entered  tlie  room,  to  subscribe  to  baj 
me  an  overcoat,  because,  aa  they  «aid,  it  made  them  coUw 
look  at  me.  At  fifty,  however,  I  ceased  to  be  a  young 
and  my  dress  was  no  longer  such  as  to  exert  a  chillinj 
fluenee  over  ray  friends.  In  February,  1659»  I  clipped  up«ft 
the  ice»  but  did  not  fall ;  and  I  supposed  that  I  had  eicapel 
with  merely  a  slight  sprain,  and  the  laugh  of  the  bvfitaiHkii. 
I  had,  however,  injured  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone ;  aod  tk 
result  was  a  gradually  increasing  lameness.  In  June  I  it- 
moved  to  my  summer  residence  in  Brookline.  Here,  in 
apartment  curtained  by  forest  trees,  I  sat,  day  after  dijt 
week  after  week,  a  prisoner ;  my  sole  occupation  bcbg  tlie 
colJection  and  arrangement  of  the  materials  for  the  pitsent 
etlitJon,  and  the  laborious  preparation  of  the  Index.  Qb 
Aug.  2,  a  visit  was  made  by  my  attending  surgeons*  I' 
arose  to  receive  them ;  and  in  the  effort  to  open  the  dntnrer 
of  a  small  writing-table,  which  wiis  partly  behind  lue,  I 
pulled  it  out  so  that  it  fell  upon  the  floor.  From  this  slight 
cause^  a  severe  fracture  of  the  thigh  oc<5urred  while  I  wm 
standing  up.  I  liave  been  tlienceforth  condemned  to  a  stAte 
of  horizontal  meditation,  which  must  last  a«  luu£  as  1  lite. 
Twice  already  have  I  here  seen  the  foliage  of  summer  gift 
place  to  the  snows  of  winter.  My  misfortune  has  reociT«4 
every  alleviation  which  science  could  suggest,  or  the  kind* 
ness  of  family  and  friends  bestow ;  but  my  bodily  pain  aix 
weariness  soon  made  some  fixed  employment  almost  india* 
pensable.  I  accordingly  commenced  the  printing  of  thrt 
work  in  the  autumn  of  1859 ;  and  it  has  enabled  me  ta 
attain  a  state  of  cheerful  discomfort. 

Until  my  confinement,  I  had  never  permitted  my  mus- 
tache and  beard  to  grow  :  they  are  now  of  a  truly  {latriafoha 
length  and  whiteness.  Had  my  book  been  a  grave,  philiH 
suphicd   treatise,  my  head,  with  these  hairy  apiiendage^ 


I 
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'^risdom,  would  have  made  for  it  a  most  appropriate  frontis- 
piece. But,  considering  its  light  and  lively  character*  1  have 
I^Teferred  a  retrospective  view  of  my  fiice.  The  engraving 
^*«  from  a  miaiature  painted  bj  a  British  artist,  while  on  a 
I^rofessional  visit  to  this  country,  about  twenty  years  ago, 
J^nith  compels  me  to  admit  that  no  one  recognizes  me 
'through  this  disguise  of  youth.* 

•^If  my  volume  shall  sometimes  dispel  the  cloud  of  care  or 
'ttiought  from  tlie  brow  of  manhood  *  or  call  forth  a  emile 
^ipon  the  face  of  youth  and  beauty,  I  may  perhaps  hope,  if 
XI  ot  for  the  symj>athy,  at  least  for  the  indtdgence,  of  my 
^•^aders/* 

I  This  preface  bears  date,  "  Brookline»  Mass.,  Febru- 
I  ^ry,  1861/'  The  writer,  who  had  borne  his  severe 
I  and  protracted  sufferings  with  Christian  patience,  sus- 
I  tained  by  Christian  hope,  was  released  on  the  16th 
I  of  April  following.  Those  who  were  privileged  to 
visit  him  in  his  cheerful  chamber  will  always  remem- 
ber his  sweet  smile  of  welcome,  the  resignation  of  his 
spirit,  and  his  lively  interest  in  the  nobler  conceiTis  of 
the  world  without.  There  was  a  curious  satisfaction 
—  associated  with  his  long  series  of  visits  to  other 
sufferers  in  the  Hospital  —  with  which  he  drew  the 
attention  of  his  visitors  to  the  ingenious  devices  and 

•  There  it  an  excellent  likeness,  in  photogmph,  of  Mr.  Bowditoh,  in  the 
Tnifitee*'  room  at  the  Hospital,  the  gift  of  Mri,  Bowriitch,  Tliia,  m  li living 
**ihe  appendjigcft  of  wisdom/'  would  have  bL«t?ii  given  by  prefereiietj  in  tiiia 
vulutoe,  Imd  not  tliu  subject  uf  it  made  liis  own  clioice. 
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mechanism  of  the  couch  on  which  he  lay,  for  raising 
him  and  affording  slight  changes  of  position.  He 
had  another  resource  on  that  bed  of  pain  besides  the 
revising  of  his  book  of  Names.  He  bore  in  remem- 
brance very  many  who  were  poor,  in  sorrow,  or 
under  trial ;  loving  to  be  told  of  any  new  ones  on 
the  Bethesda  list  who  were  strangers  to  him,  that 
he  might  send  to  them  regularly  the  tokens  of  his 
sympathy  and  bounty.  His  philanthropy  was  of 
the  widest,  his  humanity  was  of  the  purest  and 
the  fullest. 

In  accordance  of  purpose  with  his  wife,  Mr.  Bow- 
ditch,  in  1860,  gave  to  Harvard  College  the  sum  of 
seventy  thousand  dollars,  for  the  establishment  of 
sixteen  scholarships,  four  for  each  class,  of  an  annual 
value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  April  17,  the 
Committee  on  Repairs  were  instructed  to  procure 
plans  for  laying  out  and  improving  the  grounds,  and 
for  the  better  drainai^e  of  the  Asvlum.  It  is  interest- 
ing  now  to  note  how  the  alarming  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  country -at  the  opening  of  the  civil 
war  are  recognized  by  an  entry  on  the  records  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  April  24.  The  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  contract  for  the  new  "Cottage 
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the  Asylum  reported  that  the  proposals  in  their 
lands  for  the  work  were  within  the  estimates.     But 

hey  hesitated,  without  further  conference  with  the 
Board,  to  proceed  with  the  work  *'  under  the  circum- 
«tances  now  existing  in  the  country."  ''  After  a  full 
discussion  of  the  subject,"  the  Board,  in  strong  fiiith, 
gave  the  Committee  authority  to  go  on  with  the 
Urork* 

The  Board,  at  its  meeting  on  May  5,  were  informed 

y  the  Treasurer  that  the  late  Mr.  Bowditch  had  in 
his  will  bequeathed  to  the  Hospital  f  5,000  to  con- 
stitute a  *'  Wooden-leg  Fund,"  and  $2,000  as  a  fund 

or  the  republication  of  the  History  of  the  Hospital. 
The  Treasurer  was  directed    to    establish    the  two 

unds  accordingly.     At  the  same  meeting,  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  communicate  to  His  Excellency 
f  Governor  Andrew  the  following  vote,  passed  in  view 
of  the  pending  civil  war :  — 

"That  die  Trustees  of  the  Massfichusette  General  Hospital 
assure  the  Executive  of  the  Commonwealth  thsU,  in  the 
event  of  any  diseased  or  wounded  soklicrs  being  returned  to 
this  city,  they  shall  consider  it  their  duty  and  [privilege  to 
extend  to  them  all  the  succor  and  relief  that  amy  be  within 
their  power/* 

A  communication  from  Governor  Andrew  acknowl- 
edging this  vote  was  received  by  the  Board  on  May 
19;   and  by  a  second,  subsequent  letter  to  Dr.  Shaw, 
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on  Aug.  27,  be  expressed  his  high  apprecsstiQii  d 
the  attentioDs  rendered  by  the  Hospital  lo  retnmad 
soldiers. 

The  House  Pupils  having  petitioned  for  lesTe  to 
board  in  the  Hospital,  the  Tmstees,  by  vote  on  Aug. 
27,  granted  permission  until  further  order.     A  ne* 
form  of    bond,   with   reference  to   sureties,  for  tlie 
admission  of  patients   to  the  Asylum,  having  been 
found  desirable,  Mr*  Lowell,  to  whom  the  subject  had 
been  committed,  reported   a  form   at  this  meeting, 
which   was  adopted,     Mr.  B.   M."  Mason,  on  Sept. 
10,  resigned   bis   place    on    the    Board,  on   aoooinit 
of    intended    absence    abroad*     The    Secretary  wa« 
directed  to  communicate  to  him  the  thanks  of  bis 
associates  for  his  long  and  valuable  services.     The 
Treasurer    was    authorized    to    borrow    the    money 
needed  for  the  construction  of  the  new  "  Cottage  *  il 
the  Asylum.    On  Nov.  17,  the  Chairman,  Mr,  Rogere, 
having  previously  announced  to  the  Board  that  he 
would    be   unavoidably   absent  from    Boston   during 
much  of  the  coming  season,  in  attendance  at  Wash- 
ington as  a  member  of  the  National  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, the  Board  elected  Mr,  Bullard  as  Chairman 
pro  tetn,  while  Mr.  Kogers  should  be  absent     Meas- 
ures were  instituted  by  the  Board,  on  Dec.   15,  for 
disposing  the  boundary  line  between  the  flats  belong- 
ing to  the  Corporation    and  those  belonging  to  the 


DONATION    FROM    MR.    APPLETON. 


573 


[heirs    of  the  late  Dr.  Parkman.     Messrs,  Wiggles- 

[  worth  and  Davis  were  appoiated  the  Committee,  on 

5C.  29,  to  prepare  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  ; 

md  the  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  other 

[officers,  as  presented  on  Jan.   10,  and  Jan.  15,  1862, 

^ere  referred  to  them.     At  the  meeting  on  Jan.  10, 

the  Treasurer  read  a  communication  from  the  Hon. 

'William  Appleton  announcing  his  donation  of  $10,000 

^to  be   added  to  the  **  Appleton  Fund,'*  for  the  as- 

iistance  and  support  of  needy  curable  patients  at  the 

[Asylum.     A  suitable  acknowledgment  was  made  of 

[this  munificent  gift. 
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I  Feb.  5,  1862,  to  Feb.  22,  1867. 

! 
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Annual  Meeting  and  Organization  for  1862. — Report  for  1861.— 
Death  of  the  President,  Mr.  Appleton,  and  Tribute  to  him.— 
Invalid  Soldiers  at  the  Hospital.  —  Bequest  from  Miss  Tows- 
send.  —  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  ask  the  Sertices  or 
Dr.  Shaw  and  Dr.  Tyler.  —  Resignation  of  the  Steward  asd 
Matron  op  the  Asylum. —  Services  of  Dr.  Morrill  Wtmi!?.- 
Legislation  on  Asylums.  —  Annual  Meeting.  —  Organization  roi 
1868. — Report  for  1862.  —  Resignation  of  Dr.  Townsend.— Di. 
Tyler's  Tribute  to  Dr.  Bell.  —  Sketch  of  him.  — New  Cottage  foi 
Males  at  the  Asylum.  —  Resignation  of  Dr.  Bacon  as  Chemist.— 
House  Pupils  to  board  at  the  Hospital.  —  Dr.  J.  C.  White  elected 
Chemist.  —  Bequest  of  John  Pickens. — Death  of  Dr.  Haywa&d. 

—  Dr.  Townsend  elected  Consulting  Physician.  —  Additional 
Surgical  House  Pupils.  —  Litigation  concerning  Bequest  or 
Miss  Loring.  —  Bequest  of  Dr.  B.  D.  Greene.  —  Hours  for  thi 
Visits  of  Surgeons  and  Physicians.  — A  Surgeon  to  Out-Patienw. 

—  Annual  Meeting. —  Organization  for  1864.  —  Report  for  18»>^ 

—  Historical  Pamphlets  presented  by  Dr.  Shaw.  —  Legacy  or 
William  Oliver.  —  Rksionation  of  Secretary  Hall.  —  Election 
of  Mr.  W.  S.  Dexter.  —  Resignation  of  Dr.  Bowditch  and  Choice 
OF  Dr.  C.  Ellis  as  a  Visiting  Physician.  —  Other  Changes  amog 
THE  Officers.  —  Tribute  to  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson.  —  Bequest  of  Mi<s 
Sever.  —  Annual  Mfeting.  —  Organization  for  1865.  —  Repobt 
for  1864.  —  Death  of  J.  Amory  Davis.  —  Resignation  and  Appoint- 
ments AT  the  Asylum.  —  Other  Resignations.  —  Annual  Meetisg. 

—  Organization  for  1866.  —  Report  for  1865.  —  Important  Report 
ON  THE  Finances  AND  Circular. —  Changes  of  Officers  at  Asy- 
lum.—  Beqlest  of  Dr.  Worcester.  —  A  New  Operating  Theatre 

—  Leave  of  Absence  to  Dr.  Tyler.  —  Gift  from  Rev.  J.  Spai  ldisg. 

—  Legacy  from  Miss  S.  Pratt.  —  Annual  Meeting. -7- Org anizatiox 
for  1867.  —  Report  for  1866.  —  Generous  Subscription.  —  Debt 
paid.  —  Dr.  Tyler's  Report. 

The  annual   meeting    of  the   Corporation   was  held 
at  the   Hospital  on  Feb.    5,   1862.     The    following 
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gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
William  Appleton,  President;  Robert  Hooper,  Vice- 
President  ;  J.  T.  Stevenson,  Treasurer ;  T-  B.  Hall, 
Secretary ;  Messrs,  J<  M.  Beebe,  J,  Amory  Davis, 
W.  W.  Greenough,  George  Higginson,  John  Lowell^ 
H-  B.  Rogers,  J.  C.  Wild,  and  Edward  Wiggles- 
worth,  Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation ;  and 
Messrs,  W,  S.  Bullard,  W,  J.  Dale,  Martin  Brimmer, 
and  S.  G,  Howe,  Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  annual  report  for  1861  estimates  the  pro- 
ductive property  of  the  Corporation  at  $307,166.05, 
The  value  of  the  property  at  Somerville  is  fixed  at 
^332,712.27;  that  of  the  Hospital  estate  In  Boston 
at  $289,347.64.  The  expenses  of  the  Hospital  have 
been  |38,9d4.30  ;  and  of  the  Asylum  |63,3 11.87,  the 
income  of  the  Corporation  having  been  $95,996.44 ; 
showing  an  excess  of  expenses  of  $6,269.73.  An 
appeal  to  our  citizens  is  recommended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  fund  for  free  beds  at  the  Hos- 
pitaL  There  had  been  admitted  to  the  Hospital  1,416 
patients;  whole  number  under  treatment  1,552;  the 
average  cost  of  each,  per  week,  being  $5.35.  Testi- 
mony is  borne  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Resident  Phy- 
sician and  other  officers.  No  case  suitable  for  treat- 
inent  had  been  rejected.  The  Hospital  had  ministered 
to  the  comfort  of  many  of  our  volunteer  soldiers  who 
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had  become  disabled.  The  Physician  to  out-patients 
had  treated  4,775  during  the  yean  The  TreadweB 
lihruTT  contained  2,577  volumes.  The  Superintend- 
eat  of  the  Asylum  reports  298  patients  under  treat- 
ment daring  the  year,  188  remaining  at  its  close ;  the 
aTerage  weekly  cost  of  each  being  $6.07,  The 
Asylum  has  maintained  its  high  reputation  for  the 
fidelity  of  its  officers,  and  the  merciful  efficienej*  of 
their  work.  The  new  building  for  highly  excited 
female  patients  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness.  The 
gifts  of  J,  Bowdoin  Bradlee  and  of  William  Apple* 
ton,  and  the  bequests  of  N<  L  Bowditch,  are  grate- 
fully mentioned  ;  and  the  tribute  of  warm  regard  to 
the  la$t  named  gentleman  is  renewed. 

Dn  Shaw  repeats  his  suggestions  as  to  the  intent 
of  the  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  curable  patients^ 
rather  than  for  an  Infirmary,  and  refers  to  the  pro- 
posed City  Hospital  aa  designed  to  receive  contagious 
and  incurable  cases. 

Dr.  Tyler,  in  his  report,  congratulating  himself  oa 
the  progress  of  the  new  building  on  the  Asylum 
grounds,  and  giving  a  general  summary  of  the  year* 
duties,  and  gratefully  referring  to  all  the  means  of 
amusement  and  relaxation  enjoyed  by  his  large 
household »  devotes  the  rest  of  his  pages  to  a  most 
admirably  condensed  and  eloquent  statement  of  the 
experiences  of  the  country  under  the  terrible  disci- 
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pliue  of  wai%  with  especial  reference  to  the  effect 
of  its  exciting  events  upon  his  patients*  We  can 
recall  no  more  adequate  or  striking  picture  and  sum- 
ming up»  than  that  which  he  has  here  drawn  of  those 
ijrs  and  scenes  of  woe.  His  devoted  predecessor, 
h\  Bell,  was  at  the  time  in  the  field  as  a  minister  of 
lercy  to  the  patriot  army. 

The  President  of  the  Corporation  and  the  gener- 
ous benefactor  of  the  institution,  Hon,  William  Ap- 
leton,  having   died   on  Feb.    15,    at   Longwood,    a 
jecial   meeting  of  the   Corporation   of   the  Massa- 
Eliusetts  General    Hospital,   which    had    been    duly 

fotified^  was  held  at  the  Hospital  in  Boston,  on  Mon- 
ay  Feb.  24,  1862,  at  3j  o'clock  p.m. 
Robert   Hooper,  Esq.,  the  Vice-President,    called 
the  meeting  to  order,  and  took  the  chair. 

The  death  of  the   Hon.  William   Appleton,  late 
resident  of  tlie  Corporation,  being  announced,  the 
allowing  resolutions    oftered   by  the   Treasurer,  J, 
jfhomas  Stevenson,  were  unanimously  adopted ;  — 


'  litjjtolvedf  That  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  Apple- 
this  Corporntion  has  met  with  a  great  loss.     He  was 
mccted  with  the  manjigernent  of  its  affairs  for  twenty* five 
B,  always  with  a  lively  interest  in  the  promotion  of  its 
iritable  purposes.     The  institution  is  greatly  indebted  to 
iU9  prudent  counsels,  as  well  as  to  his  well-directed  beaevo- 
ice.     His  niLimficent  doiiatioas  have  enabled  the  Tnir^rees 
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to  do  much  for  the  comfort,  as  well  as  for  the  cure  of  those 
iBame»  whose  limited  means  might  otherwise  have  tl        ' 
tbem  of  die  full  ad^nntages  of  a  residence  at  the  A^  i 
The  fund   which  he    established   for    tlie  assistance  of  die 
etinible  insane  has  abounded  in  rich  fruits.     The  buildmgi 
bearing  his  name  at  Somen  illc,  which  were  erected  «t  \m 
suggestioii  and  chiefly  by  his  bounty,  are  honorable  mooih 
ments  both  of  his  sagacity  and  of  his  benevolence. 

^IiesoIr€d^  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  coromati- 
eated  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Appleton,  with  assurances  of  the 
aynpathj  of  the  members  of  this  Corporation  with  them  in 
thm  bereavement,  and  of  their  appreciation  of  the  honorable 
and  Christian  eharacter  of  the  deceased.** 

A  communication  from  Edward  Wiggles  worth, 
Esq.,  was  read,  declining  to  accept  his  re-election  to 
the  office  of  Trustee,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  same 
be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trustees* 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 


Attest : 


T.  B.  Haix,  Secretoy. 


At  the  first  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  on  Feb.  24,  1862,  Mr.  H.  B.  Rogere,  then 
absent  at  Washington,  was  re-elected  Chairman,  Mr» 
Bullard  being  chosen  to  fill  the  place  temporarily. 
A  communication  from  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  resigning 
his  place  as  Trustee,  having  been  referred  to  the 
Board  by  the  Corporation,  the  Trustees  voted  to  him 
theii*  thanks  "for  his  long,  faithful,  and  efficient 
services."      The    following    professional    gentlemen 


UNITED    STATES    SOLDIERS.  579 

were  then  elected  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing  year : 
as  the  Board  of  Consultation  at  tlie  Hospital,  Drs. 
J.  Jackson,  J,  Jeffries,  E*  Reynolds,  G.  llayward,  J. 
Ho  mans,  and  W,  Lewis ;  as  Visiting  Physicians, 
Drs.  J,  B.  S.  Jackson,  H.  L  Bowditch,  G.  C.  Shat- 
tuck,  A.  A.  Gould,  C.  E*  Ware,  and  F.  Minot;  as 
Visiting  Surgeons,  Drs.  S.  D.  Townsend,  J.  Mason 
Warren,  H,  J*  Bigelow,  H.  G.  Clark,  S.  Cabot,  jun., 
and  G.  H.  Gay  ;  Dr.  B.  S.  Shaw,  Resident  Physician  ; 
Dr.  S.  L.  Abbot,  Physician  to  Out-patients ;  Dr,  J* 
Bacon,  Chemist ;  Dr.  C.  Ellis,  Microscopist  and  Cu- 
rator of  the  Pathological  Cabinet ;  O.  II.  Webber, 
4.pothecary  ;  Harvey  Howard,  Steward ;  Mi*s*  ilary 
W^iggin,  Matron.  Dr.  J.  E.  Tyler  was  chosen  Phy- 
sician and  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C,  Tyler  Steward  and  Matron,  The  Stand- 
ing Committees  of  the  Board  were  appointed,  and  the 
Visiting  Committees  were  arranged  for  the  year.  The 
fchanks  of  the  Board  were  voted  to  Mrs.  N.  L  Bow- 
'ditch  for  the  gift  of  a  photograph  likeness  of  her  late 
husband.  ''  whose  services  and  benefactions  are  grate- 
fully remembered  by  this  Corporation/'     It  was  — 

**  Vbted^  That  the  subject  of  proper  accommodations  in  this 
Hospital  for  the  sick  and  woouded  of  the  United  States  army 
be  referred  to  Drs.  Dale  and  Howe,  to  consider  and  report  to 
this  Board  at  an  early  ineetin|]f ;  and  in  the  mean  time  that 
Dr.  Dale  shall  liave  authority  to  place  far  treatment  in  the 
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Hospital  any  invalid  soldier  fur  %vhom  there  is  suiUible  rown, 
the  ral€  of  their  boiird  being  $4-50  per  week.'* 

Dr.  Dale  reported  at  the  next  meeting,  March 
23,— 

*^That,  unless  some  extraordinary  exigency  should  occur, 
tlie  acconitnodattons  now  afforded  by  tliis  Institutiun  m 
ample  for  the  present." 

A  coramunication  from  the  Custom-house  CoUector 
of  Boston  was  received,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  in- 
quiry from  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington, 
relative  to  obtaining  contract  proposals  from  public 
and  private  hospitals,  for  the  accommodation  of  sick 
seameo.     Whereupon  it  was  — 

•*  Voted ^  That  the  Resident  Physician  be  directed  to  reply 
to  tlie  Collector,  that,  whilst  the  Trustees  would  be  glad  lo 
receive  all  patients  for  whom  there  is  room  in  the  HospiuJ. 
the  organization  and  rules  of  the  Injsticution  and  iIa  rehilioo 
to  the  City  and  State  are  such  as  to  prevent  any  contmct- 
undertaking  of  the  kind  desired/* 

On  \fay  4,  Miss  Susan  L.  Kilbom  made  a  commu- 
nication to  the  Trustees,  asking  leave  to  visit  the 
Hospital.  The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Henrv  A,  Whitnev  was  elected  a  Trustee,  on 
May  lb,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr,  Wigglesvvorth.  Mr.  Lowell,  ti 
the  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  June  3^  offered  a  oe«' 
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Form  of  Admission  of  patients  to  the  Asjiiini,  made 
in  accordance  with  recent  legislation.  It  was  adopted 
by  the  Board.  He  also  submitted  a  document  rela- 
tive to  the  use  of  land  of  the  Parkman  heirs  adjoin- 
ing the  Hospital  grounds.  This  document  disclaimed 
fl  rights  and  easements  being  acquired  to  the  Hos- 
tal  by  the  enclosure  of  land  of  the  Parkman  heirs, 
id  the  opening  of  a  gate  upon  the  same.  The  docu- 
ent  was  approved,  and  the  Treasurer  was  authorized 
to  execute  it  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation.  The  Com- 
mittee on  improvements  of  the  Asylum  grounds  were 
authorized,  on  June  3,  to  remove  the  old  cottage  as 
soon  as  the  excited  patients  were  transferred  to  tlie 
new  building.  Dr.  Tyler  received  permission  to 
attend  the  approaching  annual  convention  of  "■  the 
Association  of  Superintendents  of  Institutions  for 
the  Insane,"  at  Providence,  —  his  expenses  to  be 
met  by  the  Board, 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  July  15,  the  Chair- 
man,  Mr.  Ilogers,  took  his  seat,  having  returned  from 
service  at  Washington,  on  the  Sanitary  Commission. 
p  The  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  Aug.  26.  re- 
ceived the  following  letter,  of  that  date,  addressed  to 
thenn :  — 

■  ^'The  late  Miss  Mary  P-  Townsend,  by  her  last  will, 
authorized  us,  as  her  executors,  to  dispose  of  the  resitlue  and 
remainder  of  her  estnte  to  soeh  charitable  and  public  institu- 
tions as  her  executors  uiay  think  meritorious. 
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"  In  such  residue  and  remainder  is  a  parcel  of  real  estate 
in  Hanover  Street,  in  this  city,  which  was  appraised  at 
$7,500,  after  her  decease,  and  is  now  under  lease  to  a  good 
tenant,  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  at  a 
rent  of  $450  for  the  first  year,  and  $500  a  year  for  the  last 
two  years.  The  tenant  pays  the  taxes  and  keeps  the  estate 
in  repair  at  his  own  cost. 

"  We  think  we  cannot  more  exactly  fulfil  the  benevolent 
intentions  of  Miss  Townsend  in  giving  us  the  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  residue  of  her  estate,  than  by  presenting  the 
house  in  Hanover  Street  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, as  her  gift.  Accordingly,  we  send  you  a  deed  of  it, 
and  an  assignment  of  the  lease. 

"  We  have  thought  it  best  that  the  deed  should  be  abso- 
lute  and  without  limitation  ;  but  we  wish  and  earnestly  hope 
that  the  income  of  the  estate  may  hereafter  and  always  be 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  free  beds  in  the  Hospital.** 
Signed  by  the  executors,  William  Minot,  and  William  Minot, 
jun. 

This  benevolent  donation  was  accepted  ;  the  Sec- 
retary being  directed  to  communicate  to  the  'execu- 
tors the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Board,  and  the  Treas- 
urer to  establish  the  '•  Townsend  Free  Bed  Fund," 
from  the  estate  and  its  income.  A  communication 
was  received  from  the  Surgeon-general  of  the  United 
States  army  relative  to  the  termination  of  any  con- 
tract for  board  of  United  States  soldiers  at  the  Hos- 
pital, and  their  future  removal.  Dr.  Tyler,  on  Sept. 
9,  communicated  to  the  Board  his  appointment  of 
Dr.  James  11.  Whittemore  as  Assistant  Phvsician  at 
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le  Asylum,  in  place  of  Dr.  John  Black mer,  who, 
2r  two  years  of  faithful  service,  had  left,  on  his 
kppointment  as  surgeon  of  the  47th  Massachusetts 
sgiDient.  The  nomination  was  confirmed. 
A  communication  from  Dr.  Shaw  was  laid  before 
le  Trustees,  on  Oct.  10,  relative  to  a  request  of  the 
Jnited  States  Sanitary  Commission  that  he  would  act 
a  Board  of  Special  Inspection  of  General  Hos- 
itals  of  the  army,  requiring  a  service  for  two  terms, 
two  weeks  each,  during  the  next  six  months.  It 
then  *'  voted  that  leave  of  absence  be  granted  to 
)r.  Shaw  for  the  time  and  purpose  named,  provided 
le  makes  such  arrangement  for  supplying  his  place 
during  his  absence  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Chairman  of  this  Board." 

The  same  leave  was  granted  by  the  Board  to  Dr. 
Tyler,  on  Oct.  15,  for  the  same  purpose  and  on  the 
same  conditions. 
B  Dr.  Bacon,  Chemist  at  the  Hospital,  was  author- 
ized to  employ  an  assistant  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties,  in  such  way  and  at  such  time  as  he  cannot 
attend  to  them  himself,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
|250  annually. 
H  Mr.  BuUard,  for  a  Committee,  reported  on  Nov.  2 
that  a  marble  bust  of  the  late  AVilliam  Appleton  hacj 
been  procured  and  placed  in  the  Trustees'  Room  at 
the  Asylum. 
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The  resignations  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Tyler,  as  Ste^ 
and  Matron  of  the   Asylum,  were  received  by  the 
Board    on    Nov.    16,   and  were    accepted,  with  Ihe 
understanding  that  the  incumbents  would  remain  in 
office  until  suitable  successors  could  be  found, 

Messrs,  Howe  and  Wild  were  appointed  on  Dec, 
28  to  prepare  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  to  the 
Corporation.  Mr.  Higginson  was  afterwards  added 
to  this  Committee,  to  whom  the  report^s  of  the  Tpeas- 
urer  and  of  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  and  Asylum, 
as  they  were  regularly  submitted,  were  referred.  At 
the  meeting  on  Jan.  21,  1863,  the  Trustees  paswdi 
vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Morrill  Wyman,  of  Cambiidge, 
"  for  his  careful  examination  of  the  plans  of  venti*^ 
lation  for  the  new  Cottage  for  females  at  the  Asyhiu ; 
for  his  valuable  suggestions  thereon  ;  and  for  the 
cordial  interest  manifested  by  him  in  the  welfare  of 
the  institution/' 

Dr  Howe  and  Mr,  Lowell  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, on  Feb.  4,  "  to  look  after  the  interests  of  this 
institution  iu  the  proposed  legislation  on  the  subject 
of  Asylums  for  the  Insane,  now  pending  before  th 
Legislature  of  this  State."  ^ 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  heW    ' 
at  the  Hospital  on  Feb.  4,  1863,  at  which  the  report 
of  the  Trustees  was  presented,     Mr.  Robert  Hooper, 
who  had  been  Vice-President,  was  chosen  President, 
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place  of  the  late  William  Appleton ;  Edward 
''igglesworth  was  chosen  Vice-President;  J.  T. 
Stevenson,  Treasurer;  and  T.  B.  Hall,  Secretary. 
)nly  two  changes  were  made  in  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, Mr,  Henry  A.  Whitney  taking  the  place  of  Mr. 
Wiggles  worth  5  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  ;  and 
Mr.  Harrison  Ritchie  taking  that  of  W.  J.  Dale,  on 
the  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 

p  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  Feb.  15,  it 
was   organized  by  the  choice  of  Mr.  H.    B.  Rogers 

ks  Chairman,  A  communication  was  read  from  Dr* 
Solomon  D.  Townsend,  declining  to  be  re-elected 
one  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital,  The 
following  resolves  were  thereupon  unanimously 
adopted :  — 

P  "  Hesolvedf  That  in  accepting  the  resignatiaii  now  tendered 
to  them,  by  Dr.  Solomon  D,  Townsend,  the  Tniatees,  in 
justice  to  hira  and  to  theraselvea,  feel  bound  to  express  their 
high  apprecinhon  of  his  long,  faithful,  and  valuable  services 
in  behalf  of  this  Institution,  '  Consulting  Surgeon  *  of  the 
Hospital  from  the  year  1835  to  1839,  and  ^Acting  Surgeon' 
from  that  time  to  thisj  a  period  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  he  has  daily,  without  fee  or  pecuniary  reward, 
given  a  full  sliare  of  his  time  and  professional  skill  to  the 
patients  committed  to  his  charge ;  and  by  his  ability,  sound 
judgment,  assiduity,  kindness,  and  consistent  and  gentle- 
manly conduct,  has,  at  all  times  during  this  long  term  of 
years*  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  professional  asso- 
ciates and  of  all  the  various  Boards  of  Trustees.     In  parting 
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from  him,  the  Trustees  therefure  would  offer  to  Dr.  Town- 
send  their  hearty  thanks  fur  all  the  good  he  has  done  to  ihtm 
and  the  public  in  the  past,  and  their  most  sincere  wbhe<  for 
his  welfare  and  hapi>ine83  in  the  future. 

^^  liesolved,  Tliat  Dr*  Townsend  be  requested  to  sit  forliii 
portrait  or  bust,  and  that  Alessrs,  Rogers,  BuIIard,  and 
Stevenson  be  a  Committee  to  carry  this  resolve  iato  effect.*j 


A  communication  having  been  received  from 
W,   J.   Dale,  announcing  that  he   had   declined 
election  as  one  of  the  ''  State  Tmstees/'  it  was  then 
upon  — 

"  Votedi  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  be  presented  to  Dr. 
Dale  for  his  long,  faithful,  and  efficient  scrvjce«  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  from  which  he  has  now  retired," 
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The  elections  for  Boards  of  Consultation,  of  Vi 
ing  Physicians,  and  Visiting  Surgeons  resulted  iul 
choice  of  all  the  members  of  those  Boards  during  1 
previous    year,  save  that    upon  the  last  named 
Richard  M.  Hodges  was  chosen  to  supply  the  pli 
of  Dr.  Townsend.     Dr.   Shaw  was  chosen  Resideol 
Physician   of    the    Hospital ;    Dr,    Abbot,    Physiciaflj 
to  out-patients  ;    Dr.  Bacon,  Chemist ;   Dr.  C. 
Microscopist  and  Curator  of  the  Pathological  Cl 
net;  George  T.  Sears,  Apothecary;  and  Mrs.  M 
Wiggin,  Matron.     Dr.    Tyler  was    chosen   Suped 
tendent   of    the   Asylum.     The   Chairman    then 
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lointed  the  vStanding  Committees,  and  the  Visiting 
Committees  were  arranged  for  the  year*  The  Chair- 
man  and   Mr.  Lowell  were   made    a  Committee   to 

onsider  and  report  upon  the  duties  of  the  Steward 
of  tlie  Hospital,  with  power  to  make  such  temporary 


ranffements  relative  to  that  office  as  may  be  neces- 


The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees,  of  which  two 
thousand  copies  were  printed,  contains  references  to 
many  matters  of  interest.  The  pressure  of  the  times 
had  not  caused  any  anxiet}'  in  diminishing  the  in- 
come,  in  increasing  the  number  of  patients,  or  abating 
the  earnestness  of  the  friends  and  officers  of  the 
institution.  There  had  been  received  and  treated 
within  the  Hospital  during  the  year  1,611  patients,  in 
^addition  to  the  140  who  were  there  at  its  beginning. 
There  remained  at  its  dose  145.  There  had  been 
treated  4,800  out-patients*  There  had  been  received 
id  treated  at  the  Asylum  270  patients,  of  whom 
there  remained  at  the  close  of  the  year  176.  This 
^nrhole  summing  up  presents  to  us  a  ministration  of 
Hpercy  in  an  impressive  form,  especially  when  we 
contemplate  the  accumulative  results  gathering  in 
le  lengthening  course  of  years.  The  gift  througti 
le  executors  of  the  late  Miss  Town  send  is  a  recog- 
itioa  of  a  continued  liberality  which  is  expected  to 
>nstitute   an  item   in  every  report.      The  expenses 
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of  the  Hospital  were  $42,114.81 ;  the  average  wee 
ly  cost  of  each  patient,  $6.04,     The  expenses  of 
Asylum    were    f 7 1,823.46,    the    average    for    eai 
patient  being  $7,27,  though  this  covei-s  some  extraoj 
dinary  outlays  on  the  grounds,  &c.     The  value  of  the 
productive  property  is  set   at   $318,397.96;  that  of 
the    real    estate,  —  the    Asylum,    $348,441,93,    the 
Hospital,    $280,347.64.     The    outstanding    debt  i^ 
$78,164.81,  incurred  by  the  purchase  of  the  Joy  m^* 
Wood  worth  estates,  and  by  the  buUding  of  the  new 
cottage  for  female  patients.     An  appeal  is  suggested 
for  aid  In   removing  this  debt,  without  diminishiii&J 
the  beneficent  work  of  the  Institution.  ™ 

Dr.  Shaw  reports  that,  though  277  applicants  hi 
been  refused  as  unfit  at  the  Hospital,  no  case  sui 
able  for  treatment  had  been  rejected  for  inabiHty 
pay  board*     The  capacity  of    the   Hospital  is   180 
beds.     It  had  sent  home  well,  during  the  year,  843 
patients.     There  had  been  received  and  treated  '2\i 
United  States  soldiers,  besides  a  large  number  as  o 
patients.     Before  the  establishment  of  a  govemmi 
military  hospital  in  Boston,  such  patients  had 
paid  for  at  the  rate  of  $4.50  a  week*     Since  that 
time  they  had  been  free. 

Dr.  Tyler's  report  is  written  in  a  grateful  *jpirit 
for  the  large  additions  which  have  been  made  to  the 
comforts  and  curative  agencies  of  the  Asylum*    Tb«* 
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new  edifice  for  patients  under  the  most  demonstrative 
forms  of  mental  disorder,  with  its  spacious  and  cheer- 
ful apartments,  and  the  enlarged  and  beautiful 
grounds  improved  by  Mr,  Cleveland,  are  realized  as 
blessings  already.  The  war,  the  distractions  and 
miseries  of  which  are  more  and  more  daily  felt,  has 
not  yet  caused  any  appreciable  increase  of  insanity. 
Seventeen  of  the  attendants  of  the  Asylum  had  en- 
listed in  the  army,  and  Dr,  Blackmer  had  gone  into 
service  as  sm-geon.  Dr.  Tyler  repeats,  as  with  the 
force  of  his  increased  experience,  that  insanity  in 
almost  all  its  forms  is  curable,  and  generally  is  so 
according  to  the  promptness  witli  which  it  is  put 
under  treatment ;  io  its  incipient  stages  its  subtle 
approaches  and  vague  manifestations  being  too  often 
slighted  till  the  mischief  is  confinned.  The  decease 
during  the  year  of  the  Hon.  William  Appleton  and 
Br,  Luther  V,  Bell  is  regarded  by  Dr.  Tyler  as 
properly  calling  forth  from  him  a  tender  reference  to 
their  services  and  virtues.  They  had  been  so  long 
and  harmoniously  associated  as  officers  in  this 
Institution,  —  the  one,  by  his  sympathy  and  large 
pecuniary  gifts  and  administrative  skill,  contributing 
so  munificently  and  wisely  to  its  means  and  its 
goveniment;  the  other,  by  his  humane  and  gentle 
spirit,  his  profound  knowledge,  and  his  enriched 
experience,  presiding  within  its  walls  over   the   do- 
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pendent  subjects  of  his  skill,  ^ —  that  death,  comiDg  to 
them  after  protracted  feebleness,  seemed  to  make 
one  more  bond  of  imion  between  them.  The  **  Apple- 
ton  Wards,''  with  their  elegant  and  convenient  apart- 
ments^ are  to  some  extent  a  compensation  to  a  socially 
favored  class  of  patients  for  their  removal  from  lui- 
iirious  homes.  The  '*  Appleton  Fund/'  for  the 
assistance  and  support  of  needy  curable  patients,  is 
a  form  of  benevolence  already  blessed  by  many  of  tie 
recovered  among  its  grateful  receivers.  Thus  ike 
rich  and  the  poor  were  alike  embraced  in  Mr.  Apple- 
ton's  considerate  kindness.  It  is  but  right  that  Dr. 
Tylers  just  and  beautiful  tribute  to  his  predecessor 
and  associate  should  be  transferred  to  these  pages :  — 


"  For  nearly  twenty  years  Dr.  BcU  helj  the  podttiao  of 
Su|^rintendejit  of  the  Asylum,  identifying  himself  with  ill 
its  interests,  and  directing  its  daily  management,  witb  « 
comprehensive  skill,  sagacity,  and  forecast,  a  purity  and 
elevation  of  purpose,  and  a  scrupulous  faithfulness  to  ever)' 
relation  involved,  which  secured  for  him,  for  tboee  tntrmlel 
to  his  care,  and  for  the  Institution,  the  happiest  and  the 
most  abundant  results.  The  accuracy  and  variety  of  hif 
knowledge,  the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  and  his  renkftrie* 
able  faculty  of  adapting  means  to  ends,  meet  one  here  it 
every  step ;  while  the  recognised  metliod  of  treatment,  die 
traditionary  usages  and  rules  of  the  house,  bear  the  indelible 
stamp  of  his  thorough  and  exact  comprehension  of  tlie  need* 
of  the  insane,  and  his  wonderful  tact  in  providing  for  them. 
His  active  and  commanding  intellect,  his  exCraordinary  atUiQ- 
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scholar,  pliilosopher,  and  psychologist  j  his  exteii- 
nowledge  of  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  phcnoinena, 
[ement,  and  history  of  insanity;  his  able  and  long- 
lied  efforts  and  success  in  diffusinf^  and  establishinij: 
t  views  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  — 
[ustlj  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
^uished  of  the  many  great  men  who  have  ever  adorned 
ledical  profession.  His  inlired  sense  of  honor,  his 
removal  from  all  meanness  and  duplicity,  his  sterling 
ity  and  inflexible  moral  courage,  his  keen  sense  and 
;  love  of  right,  leading  him  to  its  defence,  in  utter  dis- 
l  of  any  personal  consideration,  and  in  the  face  of  any 
le,  and  qualifying  and  inspiriug  all  his  every-day  life, 
Bt  with  no  touch  of  pharisaical  exactness  or  pretension, 
anded  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him, 
[ave  him  an   uncommon  power  of  personal  influence, 

it  made  him  of  inestimable  worth  as  a  friend.  His 
sous  and  dignifietl  bearing,  his  gentle  manner  and 
humor,  his  inexhaustible  store  of  anecdote  and  useful 
lation,  gave  him  a  wonderful  charm  as  a  companion, 
g,  though  not  demonstrative  in  his  feelings,  warm  in 
tachments,  he  loved  his  liome,  his  friends,  and  his 
associations,  and  devoted  himself  to  their  welfai'e-     He 

his  country,  and  felt  the  severity  of  her  fiery  trial ; 
faithful  as  always  to  his  convictions  of  right  and  per- 
obligation,  he  gave  her  as  his  last  oflfering  the  rich 
mlation  of  his  experience,  and  his  life,  —  a  brilhant 
pie  of  lofty  Cliristian  pntriotiam*" 


m 


le  reference  made  in  the  last  sentence  of  Dr. 
r's  affectionate  tribute  to  his  predecessor  may 
*y  a  few  words  of  explanation.     It  was  the  privi- 


k 


592 


TRIBUTE   TO    DE.    BEIX* 


lege  of  the  writer,  in  another  associate  relation,  to  be 
charged  with  the  office  of  a  biographer  of  Dr.  Bell** 
Dr.  Bell  came  of  an  honored  ancestry  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  settlers  in  New  Hampshire.  His  father  was 
governor,  one  of  his  brothers  senator  in  Congresi, 
and  another  the  chief-justice  of  that  State,  He  had 
predilections  for  and  would  have  won  eminent  di^ 
tinction  in  political  life,  had  not  his  chosen  pm 
fession  first  drawn  and  then  engrossed  the  facultiei 
of  his  mind.  The  last  yeai^  of  his  connection  wii 
the  Asylum  were  saddened  by  repeated  and  sevei 
afflictions.  He  was  there  bereaved  of  three  childretti 
and  of  his  wife.  On  the  resignation  of  his  office,  he 
retired  to  a  dwelling  which  he  had  built  for  hinisel 
in  Charlestown,  that  he  might  be  near  to  the  scene 
of  his  long-continued  service,  which  he  hoped  fre- 
quently to  >isit  Here  he  suff'ered  much  from  the 
symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease.  On  the  openiDg  of 
the  civil  war,  by  letter  dated  April  19,  1861,  and 
addressed  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State, 
beginning  with  the  words,  •'  We  are  at  that  point 
where  every  man  who  can  devote  himself  to  his  coun- 
try's service  should  come  forward,"  he  asks  to  have 
put  on  file  his  application  for  any  position  in  the 


*  Memoir  of  Luther  V*  Bell,  M.D.,  LL,n>     rrepared  by  vole  &(  U* 
MassachusiltJi  Hjiilorical  Society.    Printed  in  the  **  Proceedltigt/'  4c-,  far 
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ical  service  of  the  Commonwealth  in  which  he 
d  be  useful.     He  says  that  he  had  been  oiigiually 
iucated  for  a  surgeon  in  the  New  York  hospitals* 
GoTernor  Andrew  at  once  gladly  commissioned  him, 
■une  1<*,  1861,  as  Surgeon  of  the  11th  Regiment  of 
■Cassachusetts  Volunteers.     This  office  he  resigned 
Kn  being    appointed  by  General  Hooker,  the  com- 
mander of  his  division,  *'  Acting  Brigade  Surgeon/' 
He  was  soon  after  promoted  to  be  ''  Medical  Director  " 
of  the  division,  having  under  him  twenty-tw^o  medical 
officers,  in  charge  of  fifteen  thousand  men.     He  per- 
formed devoted  service  in  the  camp,  on  the  field,  and 
^n  the   hospital,  and  was   a  witness  of  some   of  tlie 
"most  direful  horrors  of  the  war.     In  January,  1862, 
Congress  proposed  the   appointment  of  a  corps   of 
"  Inspectors  of  Hospitals."     To  all  persons  to  whom 
his  character  and  qualifications  were  known,  it  would 
be  obvious  that  he  would  be  considered  as  among  the 
first  of  those  to  whom  such  a  responsible  trust  should 
be  offered*     As  there  was  something  characteristic  of 
the  nobleness  and  dignity  of  the  man  in  the  course 
which  he  pursued  in  reference  to  the  matter,  and  as 
he  made  the  writer  the  medium  for  the  accomplish- 
ment  of  his  wishes,   I  will   venture  to  transcribe  a 
portion  of  one  of  his  letters  to  me  which  relates  to 

le  subject. 
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i  VST  du-oii^  Congress  reorgmisai  the  j 
•f  tfe  mmiT.     Tbe  Brigade  Surgeooa, 
Ko.  10,  are  merged  with  tbe  sur-  j 
iT«  and  certmin  *  iQ^pectors '  are  pro- 
gaohwents  &  little  higher  than  «t 
sre  tx»  exercue  a  BuperTiciaa  ovtr  j 

fer  one  of  dieee  places,  feeling  pod* 

hitherto  will  make  me 

tlMui  in  the  ardinjuy  line  of 

'V  egpeetotiotts  of  iuocess  depend  entire- 

cm  braig  to  bear  on  the 


He 


Cx>  file  exhaustm  professional  testi-i 
wen  alreodr  on  file  in  his  favor,  and 
to  the  fiieiidlT  rdalioiis  existiiig  between  him  and  the 
ineuibaits  of  imtiaaal  and  State  offices;  and  ret. 
locddl^  oolsidb  of  tlie  nsnal  means  employed  for 
political  patromge^  he  wMs :  — 

*"  It  scaaiB  CO  me  chat  ix  aa  office  requirijig  capacstj  icvr 
saA  dolies  aad  Cnnta  ait  thoae  BOggmted,  if  offices  are  ever 
bestowed  becaose  of  fitness,  the  appointing  power   shoidil  | 
haTe  the  testinMinials  of  some  other  than  political  name*.    1 
slMtoU  bo  gind  at  least  to  odbr  aonothing  diftereot,  and  is;  j 
tboi^bts  havo  ^imed  cowards  our  aasociateff  in  the 


His  wish  was  to  have  gathered  to  a  petiuun 
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his  favor  the  names  of  some  prominent  gentlemen, 
Fellows  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences^  and  Members  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society.  The  paper  which  I  obtained  and 
transmitted  to  him  in  answer  bears  the  following 
signatures :  Kobert  C.  Winthrop,  William  Appleton, 
Governors  Everett  and  Washburn,  Presidents  Sparks 
and  Walker,  Professors  Parsons,  Parker,  and  Pierce, 
J.  G,  Palfrey,  David  Sears,  and  Josiah  Quincy.  To 
his  own  signature  Mr.  Appleton  added  these 
words :  — 

^  I  am  DOt  satisfied  with  simply  signing  the  annexed ;  bat 
will  add  that  I  for  many  years  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Dr.  Bell  while  I  was  acting  as  President  and  Trustee 
u(  the  M*Lean  Asylum.  I  do  not  nor  did  I  ever  know  the 
man  I  could  so  highly  recommend  for  the  ottice  aske^l  for.'' 

A  special  testimonial  in  his  behalf,  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  went  from  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  and  tVom  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
Harvard  University.  Dr.  Bell  was  informed  that 
his  friends  with  clieerful  alacrity  were  preparing 
these  papers,  and  warmly  expressed  his  thanks  in 
a  letter.  But  the  papers  did  not  reach  his  tent  till 
the  day  before  his  final  illness.  They  are  now  be- 
fore me  bearing  his  indorsement.  It  is  soothing  to 
think  of  him  as  in  his  last  hours  enjoying  in  this 
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form  the  sympathetic  pleasure  of  communion  with 
distant  friends.  After  a  severe  attack  on  Feb.  5,  he 
died  under  his  canvas  shelter  at  Camp  Baker,  near 
Budd's  Ferry,  on  Feb.  11,  of  metastasis. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  March  1 ,  Messrs. 
BuUard,  Beebe,  and  Brimmer  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  raise  by  subscription  a  sum  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  cost  of  building  and  furnishing  a  new 
cottage  for  male  patients  at  the  Asylum ;  and  they  were 
instructed,  after  securing  the  amount,  to  consult  with 
Dr.  Tyler,  and  to  cause  to  be  built  on  the  grounds 
an  edifice  conformed  in  general  arrangements  and  for 
a  corresponding  class  of  male  patients  to  that  built 
last  year  for  females.  On  March  15  the  Committee 
on  the  subject  reported  to  the  Board  that  temporan 
experimental  arrangements  had  been  made  relative  to 
the  office  of  Steward  at  the  Hospital.  The  report 
was  accompanied  by  a  communication  from  Harvey 
Howard,  resigning  that  office  :  his  resignation  was 
accepted.  Leave  was  granted  to  Dr.  Shaw  to  accept 
the  appointment  of  Commissioner,  or  Examining  Sur- 
geon, under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Pension  Office,  —  his  services  to  be  rendered  at  the 
Hospital.     This    office  was    to    be    held   by  him  in 
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ordauce    with    documents    communicated    to   the 
Board  relative  thereto,     The  Committee  on  the  War- 
ren Fund  and  Library  were  authorized  to  expend  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  the  supply  of  illus- 
trated papers  at  the   Hospital,      On  March   29,  by 
request  of  the  Visiting  Physicians,  the  Board  made 
a  change  in  the  regulations,  which  allowed  Dr.  Ellis, 
the   Microscopist   and   Curator   of  the   Pathological 
Cabinet,  to  perform  their  duties  in  case  of  their  neces- 
absence.     On  April   10,  the  Committee  on  that 
bject  reported   that  a  sum  sufficient  for  building 
d   furnishing   a  new  cottage  for  excited  male  pa- 
nts  at  the  Asylum  had  been  subscribed*     Thanks 
ere  voted  to  each  of  the  subscribers.     On  April  15, 
.  Tyler  received    permission,   at    the  expense    of 
,e  Corporation,  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
ciation  of  Superintendents  of  Institutions  for  the 
e,  to  be  held  in  New  York  on  May   19.     Dr, 
er  having  recommended  Mr.  and  Mrs,  George  W, 
hittle   as  persons   suitable  to  fill  the  positions  of 
ward  and  Matron  at  the  Asylum,  and  a  Committee 
ving  reported  in  approval  of  the  nomination,  they 
elected  by  ballot  to  those  offices.     Permission 
granted  by  the   Board,  on  May  3,  to  Messrs.  C, 
yier  and  J-  M.  Pinkerton,  executors  of  the  late  Dr. 
tell,  to  take  his  portrait  from  the  Asylum  that  an 
graving  might  be  made  from  it.     In  terminating 
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the  connection  which  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Columbus  Is 
had  so  long  held,  as  Steward  and  Matron  at  the 
M*Lean  Asylum,  the  Trustees  "  desire  to  express  their 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  their  respective  duties,  their  regret 
at  their  departure,  and  their  sincere  washes  for  their 
future  welfare  and  happiness/'  It  was  voted  tfait 
their  salaries  should  be  paid  to  the  Ist  of  July 
ensuing,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  votes  be  transmitted 
to  them  by  the  Secretary,  Mr,  Tyler  had  entered 
the  Asylum  as  attendant,  on  July  29,  1827 ;  was 
made  Supervisor  in  1830.  and  Steward,  Feb.  L  1835, 
making  thirty-six  years  of  sex'vice.  He  had  found 
his  future  wife  a  patient  in  the  Asylum,  of  which,  on 
her  recovery,  she  was  made  Super\"isor  in  the  autumn 
of  1830,  and  Matron  in  1835,  making  twenty-eight 
years  of  service. 

A  nuisance  existing  on  the  water  border  of  the 
Hospital  grounds,  Messrs,  Lowell  and  Beebe,  with 
the  Treasurer,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait 
upon  the  mayor  of  the  city  to  urge  the  immediata 
filling  of  the  flats. 

On  May  17  Dr.  John  Bacon  resigned  his  office  ii| 
Chemist  at  the  Hospital.  His  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted, the  thanks  of  the  Board  were  voted  to  him 
*'  for  his  long  and  valuable  services,"  and  the  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  were  requested  to  nominate 
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»le  candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy.     Mr.  Rogers,  for 

I  a  Committee  that  had  been  appointed  to  endeavor  to 
bbtain  a  reduction  of  the  charge  for  vt^ater,  reported 
mat  they  had  had  a  full  hearing  before  the  Board 
m    Aldermen,  who  had    rejected   the   petition  for  a 
reduction  of  the  rates,  upon  legal  grounds,  stated  in 
^pity  Document  No.  47,  for  1863, 
^    By  recommendation  of  Dr.  Shaw,  it  was  voted,  on 
[ay  31,  that  the  present  House  Pupils  be  permitted 
board  in  the  Hospital  until  further  order  of  the 
Trustees. 

A  communication  having    been  received  from  the 

[edical  Board  recommending    Dr.  James  C.  White 

a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Chemist  of  the  Hos- 

itaU   he  was,  by  ballot    thereupon   taken,  declared 

fleeted.     The  rules  regarding    the  House  Pupils  of 

le  Hospital  were  amended.     Mi\  Lowell,  on  June 

16,  made  a  report  on  the  use  of  the  John  Redmond 

equest,  which  was  accepted  and  placed  on  tile.     Dr. 

Tyler  was  authorized,   on   July    14,   to    engage  the 

ervices  of   a    landscape    gardener,  for    the    proper 

rnamenting  of  the  Asylum  grounds.     On  Aug.  25, 

bequest  of  $!).i0.00  to  the  Corporation  from  the 

t0  John  Pickens  was  announced  to  the  Board  by 

he  Treasurer,  which  was  gratefully  acknowledged. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Wild, 
for  a  Committee,  reported   the  following  resolution, 
hich  was  unanimously  adopted:  — 


^ 
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"  In  view  of  the  recent  death  of  Dr.  George  Hayward, 
which  occurred  suddenly  on  the  7th  instant,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-two,  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  would  express  their  sympathetic  interest 
in  this  sad  event,  and  their  regret  for  the  departure  of  one 
so  long  and  intimately  connected  with  this  Institution.  Dr. 
Hayward  was  first  chosen  Assistant  Surgeon  in  1826,  then 
junior  Surgeon  in  1830,  and  chief  in  1838,  which  post 
he  resigned  in  1851,  after  twenty-five  years  of  active  ser- 
vice ;  still,  however,  continuing  to  the  day  of  his  death  as 
an  efiicient  member  of  its  Board  of  Consultation.  The  his- 
tory and  records  of  the  Hospital  bear  enduring  testimony  to 
his  faithful  and  devoted  labors  in  all  these  relations,  and  of 
the  high  appreciation  in  which  they  were  held  by  our  pre- 
decessors in  office ;  and  now  that  his  life  of  varied  useful- 
ness on  earth  is  closed  the  present  Board  of  Trustees  desire 
to  offer  this  last  and  grateful  tribute  of  respect  to  his 
memory. 

"  Voted,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  entered  upon 
the  records,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be  communicated  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased." 

Dr.  Solomon  D.  Townsend  was  then  elected  by 
ballot  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Consultation 
caused  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Hayward. 

On  Nov.  22,  in  consideration  of  additional  services 
rendered  by  the  Resident  Physician  and  the  Matron 
of  the  Hospital,  the  salary  of  the  former  was  in- 
creased to  12,000,  and  of  the  latter  to  $650.  On 
Dec.  20,  Messrs.  Whitney  and  Lowell  were  appointed 
a   Committee   to   prepare   the   annual  report  of  the 
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Trustees  to  the  Corporation.  At  this  meeting  a 
Commendation,  made  at  a  previous  meeting  by  Dr* 
Shaw,  of  the  election  of  two  additional  Surgical 
House  Pupils,  was  adopted ;  and  the  Secretary  was 
Bstrueted  to  report  the  changes  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  rules  and  regulations  conformably  thereto, 
lich  he  did  at  the  meeting  on  Jan.  3,  18G4,  his 
>rt  being  approved  by  the  Board*  A  question 
iving  arisen  as  to  the  use  of  the  surplus  income 
Mr,  Bowditch's  Wooden-leg  Fund,  a  Committee 
^pointed  for  that  purpose  reported,  on  Jan.  20,  that 
representatives  of  the  family  of  the  donor  objected 
any  diversion  of  the  income  from  the  object  speci- 
by  him.  On  Feb.  3,  an  appropriation  of  1^200 
made  for  enlarging  and  improving  the  green- 
luse  at  the  Asylum.  An  increase  was  voted  to  the 
lartes  of  the  Superintendent,  the  Assistants,  the 
lie  Supervisor,  and  the  Clerk,  at  the  Asylum,  The 
^nual  report  of  the  Board  was  read  to  the  Trustees, 
and  accepted,  and  ordered  with  the  accompanying 
documents  to  be  hiid  before  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Corporation  to  be  held  this  day. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  ou  Feb. 
2b,  at  which  information  was  given  and  action  taken 
BOO  a  matter  of  great  interest.  It  appeared  that 
Ihe  li^te  Mrs.  Abigail  Loriug,  of  Boston,  had  ordered 
It  the  residue  of  her  estate,  amounting  to  more 

7(5 
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than  $11,000,  should  be  distributed  among  incorpo- 
rated Charitable  Institutions    of  this   city,  according 
to  the  decision   and  direction  of  three  persons  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  her  executor.     Si] 
distribution  having  been  made,  the  sum  of  ^WSi 
was  assigned   to  this   Institution  for  the  support  of 
free  beds.     It  also  appeared  that  the  provision  of  the 
will  under  which  such  distribution  had  been  made  was 
claimed  by  the  heirs-at-law  to  be  illegal  and  void; 
and  that  one  or  more  suits  at  law  hud  been  com- 
menced to  test  its  validity.      The  Board  thcreup|^ 
resolved  that  it  gratefully  received  the  assignmentW 
it  in  the  order  of  distribution,  and  that  the  Treasurer 
and  Mr,  Lowell  be  a  Committee  with  full  power,  in 
behalf  of   this  Corporation,  to  employ  counsel,  sign 
and  execute  instruments  and  papers,  and  do  every 
thing   in  their    judgment  proper   and  desirable  for 
facilitating  and  securing  to  this  Corporation  the  pal 
ment  of  the  above  amount.     Further  reference  to 
subject  will  be  found  under    the    year    1868* 
Treasurer,  for  the  Committee  on  the  bequest  of 
late  Dr.   B.  D,  Greene,  reported  that  the  execulj 
of  his  will  were  prepared  to  pay  over  the  sum] 
f5,U00j  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free 
the   Hospital.     It   was   voted    that   the   bequctt 
gratefully  accepted  for   the   purpose  indicated, 
that  the  Treasurer  invest  the  sum  as  the  *•  Gn?en<; 
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Fund,"  the  income    to   be  for  the    support  of  free 
beds  in  the  HospitaL 

A  Committee,  to  whom  hatl  been  referred  the 
subject  of  the  hours  of  visiting  of  the  Surgeons  and 
Physicians,  reported  that  they  had  called  a  meeting 
of  those  officers,  and,  having  fully  impressed  them 
with  the  desirability  of  the  greatest  possible  regularity 
in  their  visits,  had  presented  the  subject  in  all  ita 
relations.  The  Committee  after  deliberation  had 
adopted  the  following  resolution  :  — 

•*  That  the  hour  for  the  daily  visits  to  the  patients  shall  l>e 
ten  o'clock,  a.m.,  or  as  near  that  time,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  one,  as  possible.  The  faithful  performance  of 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  thia  rule  is,  in  the  opinion  t>f  the 
Committee,  compatible  with  the  best  care  of  the  patients 
and  the  good  internal  management  of  the  Hospital/' 

Upon  the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  same 
Committee,  the  following  preamble  and  vote  were 
adopted :  — 

"  Whereas  the  interests  of  the  oat-surgical  patients  will 
be  promoted,  the  convenience  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons  be 
sobservetl,  and  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  increased^  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Surgeon  to  this  class  of  patients,  — 

"  Voted ^  That  a  Surgeon  to  out-patients  be  and  hereby 
is  estfiblished,  whose  duties  shall  correspond  generally  with 
those  of  the  Physician  to  the  same  department." 

The  Rules  and  Eegvilations  were  altered  in  adjnst- 


^ 
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ment  to  the  provision  in  this  vote.  Dr.  Algernon 
Coolidge  was  then  by  ballot  elected  Surgeon  to  out- 
patients. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  new  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  current  year  was  held  on  March  11 
The  officers  of  the  Corporation  were  the  same  as  ia 
the  previous  year,  save  that  Dr.  William  J.  Dal« 
took  the  place  of  Martin  Brimmer  among  the  foui 
Trustees  on  the  part  of  the  Com mon wealth . 

At  the  organization  of  the  Board,  Mr-  H*  B^ 
Rogers  was  re-elected  as  its  Chairman  for  the  en- 
suing year.  In  the  election  of  the  members  of  thd 
vaiious  Boards,  and  of  the  officers  both  of  ttie 
Asylum  and  the  Hospital,  all  who  had  filled  those 
places  dming  the  previous  year  were  again  chosen  ta 
them  respectively.  The  Chairman  appointed  the 
Standing  Committees,  and  arranged  the  Visitinj 
Committees  for  the  year. 

The  annual  report  for  1863  takes  notice  that  i 
variety  of  causes  had  made  the  year  one  of  maiked 
interest  for  the  institution*  The  great  rise  in  thi 
prices  of  the  commodities  of  life,  with  no  correspond- 
ing increase  of  receipts,  had  caused  anxiety,  Thert 
had  been  a  generous  response  to  the  appeal  for  fund 
for  erecting  the  new  building  at  Somerville,  am 
several  valuable  bequests  had  been  received,  still  thi 
Treasurer  has  to    report   an   increasing  debt.     Th 


REPORT   FOR   1863.  605 

new  City  Hospital,  now  about  ready  to  be  occupied, — 
in  the  construction,  arrangement,  and  preparation  of 
which  the  experience  of  our  own  institution  has 
furnished  valuable  aid,  —  will  hardly  diminish,  to  any 
practical  extent,  the  draft  upon  our  resources.  The 
increasing  population,  and  the  accommodation  of 
classes  of  patients,  lying-in  women  and  suflferers  by 
cutaneous  diseases,  for  which  we  have  no  provision, 
will  probably  require  all  its  added  space  and  means. 
The  report  notices  the  resignations,  the  changes,  and 
the  elections  in  the  official  staflF  of  the  institution, 
which  have  been  already  referred  to  as  they  severally 
occurred.  During  the  year,  1,793  patients  had  been 
treated  in  the  Hospital.  The  assumption  of  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  Hospital  by  tlie 
Resident  Physician,  Dr.  Shaw,  has  been  found  to  be 
an  improvement  on  the  old  system.  The  applicants 
for  treatment  as  out-patients  have  numbered  5,214, 
all  but  227  of  whom  were  cared  for:  1,590  prescrip- 
tions had  been  furnished  without  charge. 

The  Committee  congratulate  the  Trustees  on  tho 
appointment  by  the  Governor  of  an  able  Board  of 
Commissioners,  —  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  jun..find  l)r<, 
Alfred  Hitchcock,  and  Horatio  Storcr,  —  to  ffxamine 
into  and  report  upon  the  subject  of  Insane  Asjlnrn-. 
in  this  State.  The  sum  of  3if44.450.00  had  Urn 
munificently  subscribed  for  the  erection  of  a  cott/j^e 
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for  excited  male  patients,  corresponding  to  that 
which  was  built  two  years  ago  for  female  patients, 
and  which  has  proved  so  beneficent  in  its  advantages. 
The  legacies  made  to  the  institution  for  the  year 
are, — from  the  estate  of  John  Redman,  to  be  added 
to  the  Redman  Fund,  $7,500 ;  from  the  late  Cap- 
tain Percival,  $1,000 ;  from  the  late  John  Pickens, 
$1,000;  and  from  the  late  Miss  Elizabeth  Hill, 
$250 ;  the  last  three  sums  being  subject  to  the 
legal  United  States  tax.  The  productive  property 
of  the  institution  is  estimated  at  $287,528.95;  the 
income  was  $102,877.05 ;  the  value  of  the  estates 
at  the  Hospital  and  Asylum  is  $651,189.57.  The 
debt  of  the  Corporation  amounts  to  $73,559.50. 
The  expenses  of  the  Asylum  were  $69,300.63 ;  of 
the  Hospital,  $47,421.71.  The  weekly  cost  of  each 
patient  was,  at  the  Asylum,  $6.98 ;  at  the  Hospital. 
$6.66.  There  had  been  admitted  to  the  Asylum,  as 
Dr.  Tyler  reports,  during  the  year  94  new  patients; 
and  there  remained  at  its  close  201.  There  had 
been  perfect  recovery  in  many  severe  cases,  and  in 
several  of  very  long  standing.  The  new  cottaore  of 
the  ladies'  wing,  with  the  fine  gardens,  have  proved 
of  incalculable  benefit.  It  had  been  a  busy,  and,  so 
to  speak,  a  cheerful  year,  among  the  inmates,  work- 
ing for  the  great  "  Sanitary  Fair."  The  amusements 
and  festivities  of  the  year  have  been  varied  and  much 


yed.     The    subscription    of    $45,00i),  r;iist'il    in 
weeks,  for   the  designed  new  building,  and    the 
.  payment  by  a  friend,  Mr,  W.  S,   Bullard,  of  a 
of  $8()n    to    purchase    an    enlargement   of  the 
mds,  are  warmly  recognized.     The  whole  house- 
parted  with  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Columbus  Tyler  with 
p  regret,  and  follow  them  with  gratitude  and  good 


)r.  Tyler  then,  at  considerable  length,  with  a  view 
aform  and  to  meet  the  prejudices  and  misstate- 
ts  which  prevail  among  some  classes  of  the  com- 
Dity,  defines  the  conditions  and  safeguards  which 
lilate  the  admission  and  detention  of  the  patients 
the  Asylum.  These  are  presented  by  him  with 
Krific  and  minute  detail,  and  to  an  intelligent  and 
Idid  mind  will  prove  in  every  respect  satisfactory. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  April  15,  Un 
Rw  presented  to  the  Trustees  six  volumes  of 
mphlets  relating  to  the  institution,  w*hich  he  had 
pcted  and  had  caused  to  be  bound.  This  gift* 
I  highly  appreciated  and  gratefully  recognized  by 
i  Board,  and  the  volumes  were  ordered  to  be  placed 
|er  the  special  charge  of  the  Resident  Physician, 
collection  has  proved  very  serviceable  in  the 
aration  of  these  [niges.  At  this  meeting,  Mn  S. 
I^oud,  executor  of  the  will  of  the  late  William 

Cthe     Board     that     a    legacy    of 
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f 3 7, 5 80.00,  under  said  will,  had  fallen  in  to  this 
Corporation*  by  the  recent  death  of  Miss  Niiaey 
Oliver.  The  matter  was  referred,  for  proper  action, 
to  the  Treasurer.  On  account  of  the  enhanced  cost 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  it  was  found  requisite  to 
raise  the  rates  of  board  for  patients  at  the  A>yIiio 
Their  sureties  were  to  be  informed  of  this,  the  Visi^ 
ing  Committee  for  the  time  being  receiving  fall 
power  to  dispose  of  all  questions  which  might  arise 
in  any  case  from  this  needful  measure.  On  April 
20,  the  Committee  on  repairs  received  full  jKiwen 
to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  taking  the 
supply  of  water  for  the  Asylum  from  the  CharlestowB 
Water-works,  instead  of  from  the  Cochituate. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Boai'd  on  May  8,  Mr.  Wild 
was  appointed  Secretary  j:^ro  tetn*^  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Ilall,  from  whom  a  communication  Wiis  received, 
resigning  that  office  held  by  him.  His  resignatioo 
was  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Board  were 
voted  to  him  for  his  faithful  and  valuable  servicei. 
Messrs.  Davis  and  Lowell  were  made  a  Committee  to 
nominate  at  the  next  meeting  a  candidate  or  caadi-i 
dates  for  the  office  of  Secretary,  and  the  latter  was 
requested  and  authorized  to  act  as  such  till  the 
vacancy  should  be  filled.  Dr.  Tyler  received 
mission  to  attend,  at  the  expense  of  the  iustitutic 
the    annual    meeting    at   Washington,    of    Medic 
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Superintendents  of  the  Insane,  On  the  nomination 
of  the  Committee,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on 
May  24,  Mr.  William  S.  Dexter  was  unanimously 
elected  Secretary,  and  was  duly  qualified  as  such  on 
June  7.  On  May  24,  Dr.  H,  I,  Bowditch  resigned 
his  office  as  one  of  the  Visiting  Physicians.  The 
Board  accepted  his  resignation  with  great  regret,  and 
expressed  to  him  ''  their  gratitude  for  his  long,  faith- 
ful, and  laborious  services,  and  for  his  constant  and 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Hospital."  Dr, 
Calvin  Ellis  was,  on  June  7,  unanimously  chosen  to 
fill  this  vacancy.  A  change  in  the  Rules  was  made 
by  which  the  Board  of  Consultation  was  increased 
to  eight  members,  Drs.  H,  I,  Bowditch  and  C.  E. 
Brovvu-Sequard  were  then  elected  members  of  that 
Board.     An  increase  of  salaries  and  wages  was  voted 


H  to  employes  at  the  Asylum  on  July  15,  and  on  July  j^ 

H  19  the  salary  of    the  Steward  and   Matron  was  in-  M 

creased  f  300  per  annum.     The  thanks  of  the  Trus-  ■ 


I 


tees  were  voted,  on  Aug.  16,  to  the  Directors  of  the 

Public  Institutions  of  Boston,  for  their  kindness  in 

giving  the  use  of  the  city  boat  to  the  Asylum  patients 

on  three  occasions  during  the  present  summer-     It 

was  voted,  on  Oct.   19,  to  hold  the  regular  meetings 

of  the  Board  henceforward  on  Friday,  instead  of,  as 

heretofore,  on  Sunday.     Dr.  Algernon  Coolidge,  on 

Nov.    4,   resigned   his   position   as   Surgeon   to   out- 
11 
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patients.  His  resignatioD  was  accepted,  and  a  Com- 
mittee charged  with  the  selection  of  a  gentleman  to 
be  proposed  for  that  office.  The  thanks  of  the  Bo^f 
were  voted  to  Dr,  Coolidge  for  his  faithful  and  valu- 
able services.  Messrs.  Greenough  and  Higginjfl 
were  appointed,  on  Dec.  16,  a  Committee  to  exarame 
the  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  to  prepare  the  annud 
report  of  the  Board  to  the  Corporation.  On  Dec 
30,  Dr.  J,  B.  S.  Jackson  communicated  his  re 
nation  as  a  Visiting  Physician.  The  Board, 
accepting  it,  resolved*  — 


1 


"That   the   official   eervicea    of  Dr.    Jackson,  as    Hou^e 

Apothecary,  Assistant  and  Admitting  Physician,  and  Visit- 
ing Phyt?ieian  in  this  Hospital,  extending  as  tliey  tlo  thmugti 
a  period  of  tliirty-one  years,  twenty-five  of  which  have  bea| 
devoted  to  the  important  duties  of  the  lust  office,  d€ 
and   should    receive    tlie    grateful    acknowledgments 
Board  and  of  this  community  ;  and,  in  accepting  the 
nation  of  his  present  official  position,  the  Trustees  dessr 
bear  their  testimony  to  the  punctuality,  precision,  ekill, 
thorough  fidelity  with  which  all  its  refiuirementa  have 
discharged,  and  to  extend  to  him  their  be«t  wishes  furl 
future  health  and  welfare." 


ve  beai 

i 

,  anff 

1 


The  Treasurer  reported  on  Jan.  18, 1865,  a  bequ^t 
from  Miss  Martha  Sever,  of  Kingston,  of  five  sb 
in  the  Western  Railroad    Company  for   the  sup 
of  free   beds.     The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees, 
having  been  presented  and  accepted  by  the  Boari 
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was,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  laid  before 
the  Corporation  at  its  annual  meeting  on  Feb,  L 
The  Committee  necessarily  have  much  to  say  about 
the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Corporation,  This  is  the 
fifty-first  annual  report.  The  expenses  are  still 
steadily  exceeding  the  income.  The  numerous  per- 
sonal changes  in  the  administration  and  conduct  of 
the  institution,  already  noticed  in  the  order  of  their 
occurrence,  are  referred  to.  Leading  practitioners 
have  within  a  few  years  devoted  themselves  to  the 
special  investigation  of  a  certain  ohscui^e  class  of 
diseases,  and  the  Board  of  Consultation  has  been 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  two  distinguished 
practitioners,  Drs.  Bowditch  and  BrownSequard, 
There    had   been    admitted    to    the    Hospital    1,599 

atients,   of    whom   554    p^i'   cent  were   discharged 
cured.      The   Physician    to  out-patients  had  treated 

^761  medical  cases  ;  and  1,858  surgical  out-patients  . 
had  been  cared  for.  There  had  been  302  patients 
at  the  Asylum,  195  remaining  there.  The  property 
of  the  Corporation,  other  than  the  real  estate  in 
use  by  it,  is  $337,395.02.  The  debt  amounts  to 
f  83,41 4.50  ;  and  the  excess  of  expenses  over  income 
for  the  year  had  been  $26,704.12.  The  Treasurer's 
accounts  go  into  full  details  on  all  these  matters, 
and  prepared  the  way  for  the  measures  of  relief 
which  were  soon  to  be  munificently  afforded*     Dr. 
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Tyler,  in  his  report  from  the  Asylum^  also  refer 
these  financial  perplexities,  and  to  the  sligh 
in  the  charge  of  board  for  patients,  —  though,  he 
adds,  these  have  known  no  abridgment  of  care, 
convenience,  comfort,  or  recreation,  however 
managers  have  been  embarrassed.  The  entertJ 
ments  have  been  numerous  and  much  enjoyed. 
improvements  in  the  grounds  and  buildings  are 
highly  appreciated,  Dr,  Tyler  then  devotes  eight 
pages  of  his  report  to  a  very  instructive  statement  of 
one  of  those  lessons  of  a  full  and  enriched  experience 
as  to  the  uses  of  an  Asylum,  and  its  benefits  andj 
modes  of  soothing  patients,  for  which  this  serie 
reports  is  so  valuable* 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees  for  the  cur 
year  was  held  at  the  Hospital  on  Feb*  24.  The 
officers  of  the  previous  year  had  all  been  re-electetl, 
save  that  in  the  place  of  Mr,  J.  C.  Wild,  Mr.  George 
B.  Emerson  had  been  chosen  a  Trustee  on  the 
of  the  Corporation.  He,  however,  declined  to 
Mr.  Rogers  was  re-elected  Chairman  of  the 
Drs.  H.  L  Bowditch  and  D.  H.  Storer  were  jome 
to  the  previous  Board  of  Consultation;  Drs, 
Shattuck,  A.  A.  Gould,  C.  E.  Ware,  F.  Minot 
Ellis,  and  S.  L.  Abbot,  were  chosen  Visiting 
sicians ;  the  Visiting  Surgeons  were  the  same  as  b^ 
fore,  as  were  the  other  officers  and  employes  of  tbff 
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[ospital    and   Asyluni.      The    Chairman    appointed 
the  Standing  Committees,  and  arranged  the  Visiting 
Committees   for   the    year.     The    Board  at   several 
successive  meetings  gave  much  attention  to  measures 
for  increasing  the  funds  of  the  institution.     A  Com- 
mittee had  been  appointed ;  and  a  circular  prepared 
iy  its  Chairman,  Mr.  Rogers,  was  considered  at  the 
meeting  on  April  20,  and  approved,  with  a  vote  that 
three    thousand   copies   of    it   be    printed.     To   this 
circular  and  its  results  subsequent  reference  will  be 
ji    made.     Dr.  Tyler  made  a  short  visit  to  Charleston, 
Bfi.C*,  this  spring,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 
^B    The  death  of  Mn  J.  Amory  Davis,  one  of   the 
^T^rustees,   was   communicated    to   the    Board   at   its 
meeting  on  May  5  ;  and  the  Trustees  gave  expression 
to   the  great  sorrow  with  which  they  heard  of  the 
^moval  of  their  late  associate,  and  resolved, — 


r 


Thut  this  institution,  in  comtnon  with  tlie  whole  corn- 
unity,  has  sustained  great  loss  in  the  de;ith  of  Mr.  Davis, 
hose  conn>r€hen*ive  spirit  of  humanity,  perfect  fidelity,  and 
und  juiJgment»  united  with  most  cooscientious  devution  to 
e  ilutie^^  of  his  office,  had  rendered  his  services  of  great 
Itte  to  this  institution  and  to  all  connected  with  it*** 


This  tribute  was  communicated  to   the  widow  of 
Mr.  Davis,  and  the  Board  attended  his  funeral. 
l)n  Alexander  1).  Sinclair  was,  on  May  19,  chosen 
serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  as  dissociate  to 
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the  Physicifin  to  out-patients.  On  June  2, 
absence  was  given  to  Dr.  Tyler  to  attend  at  Pi 
burg  the  Convention  of  Medical  Superintendent! 
Araerican  Institntions  for  the  Insane.  On 
it  was  voted  *'  that  the  Physicians  and  Sui 
out-patients  be  authorized  to  charge  such  fees 
their  first  visits  as  they  may  think  proper,  wl 
they  are  satisfied  of  the  ability  of  patients  to 
same."  Donations  of  large  amounts  were  woe 
by  the  Board  at  this,  and  on  subsequent  meet 
which  will  be  mentioned  at  the  close  of  the 
A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  Tyl 
Sept.  5,  announcing  the  resignation  of  Dr*  R« 
and  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a  successor, 
was  acted  upon  at  the  meeting  of  the  Trosti 
Oct.  2.  Dr.  Ranney's  resignation  was  accepte 
the  thanks  and  good  wishes  of  the  Board  wew 
to  him.  Dr.  Whittemore  was  then  appointed 
ant  Physician  at  the  Asylum,  and  Dr.  Isi 
Hazelton  was  appointed  in  Dr.  Whitteraore's 
place.  It  was  voted  that  the  quarterly  mi 
of  the  Board  at  the  Asylum  be  henceforth  h 
the  Fridays  after  the  third  Wednesdays  of  Ji 
April,  July,  and  October,  Mr.  Greenough,  oi 
3,  resigned  his  place  as  a  Trustee,  Messrs^ 
and  llogers  were  appointed,  on  Dec.  15,  tJf 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board.     To  this 
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?re  referred  in  oxder    the  various   reports  of  the 
icers  and  of  the  Treasurer  as  they  were  presented. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Jan.   19,  1866, 
Mr.  Bulhird  communicated  the  offer  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Thayer  of  a   donation   of    the   sum   of    twenty-five 
thousand  dollars   to   the  Corporation,  provided   that 
^kventy>five   thousand    more   were   raised.      Messrs. 
^Bullard,    Beebe»    Higginson,   and   Rogers  were    ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  the 
Bame.    The  Secretary,  Mr.  W»  S,  Dexter,  resigned  that 
^office   on  Feb*  7  ;  his  resignation  was  accepted,  with 

Kanks  for  his  faithful  and  efficient  services.  Mr. 
homas  B.  Hall  was  then  elected  Secretary  jyro  (era. 
Ir-  Tyler's  salary  was  fixed  at  $3,000,  commencing 
om  January  first  The  annual  report,  which  had 
?eu  offered  to  tlie  Board  and  accepted,  was,  with  the 
jcompanying  documents,  laid  before  the  annual 
eeting  of  the  Corporation  held  on  i'eb,  7,  1866. 
The  Corporation  re-elected  Messrs.  Hooper,  Wig- 
iesworth,  and  Stevenson,  respectively,  as  their  Presi- 
dent, Vice-President,  and  Treasurer,  and  chose  Mr. 
Thomas  B.  Hall  Secretary  ;  with  Messrs.  Beebe,  C. 
U.  Dalton,  S,  Eliot,  G.  Higginson,  J.  Lowell,  H.  B, 
*rs,  C.  S*  Storrovv,  and  H,  A*  Whitney,  Trustees, 
[es9r&.  W*  S»  BuUard,  S.  G.  Howe,  James  L,  Little, 
id  Harrison  Ritchie  had  been  appointed  Trustees  ou 
le   part  of  the  Commonwealth.     The  Trustees,  on 
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the  Physician  to  out-patients.  On  June  3,  leave  of 
absence  was  given  to  Dr.  Tyler  to  attend  at  Pitts' 
burg  the  Convention  of  Medical  Superintendents  of 
American  Institutions  for  the  Insane.  On  July  20^i 
it  was  voted  "  that  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  W 
out-patients  be  authorized  to  charge  such  fees  fofi 
their  first  visits  as  they  may  think  proper*  whenev 
they  are  satisfied  of  the  ability  of  patients  to  pay  thi 
same,"  Donatious  of  large  amounts  were  receive 
by  the  Board  at  this,  and  on  subsequent  meetings, 
which  will  be  mentioned  at  the  close  of  the  yeai- 
A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  Tyler  on 
Sept.  5,  announcing  the  resignation  of  Dr,  Ranney, 
and  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a  successor.  This 
was  acted  upon  at  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on 
Oct  2.  Dr.  Ranney's  resignation  was  accepted,  and 
the  thanks  and  good  wishes  of  the  Board  were  voted 
to  him.  Dr.  Whittemore  was  then  appointed  Assist* 
ant  Physician  at  the  Asylum,  and  Dr.  Isaac  H. 
Hazelton  was  appointed  in  Dr.  Whittemore's  former 
place.  It  was  voted  that  the  quarterly  meetin£9 
of  the  Board  at  the  Asylum  be  henceforth  held  on 
the  Fridays  after  the  third  Wednesdays  of  January, 
April,  July,  and  October,  Mr.  Greenough,  on  Not.  | 
3,  resigned  his  place  as  a  Trustee.  Messrs*  Storrow 
and  Rogers  were  appointed,  on  Dec.  15^  to  prepare 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board.     To  this  Committee! 
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,  referred  in  order    the  various   reports  of  the 
officers  and  of  the  Treasurer  as  they  were  presented. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Jan.   19,  1868, 
Mr.  BuUard  communicated  the  offer  of  Mr,  Nathaniel 
Thayer  of  a   donation   of    the   sum   of    twenty- five 
thousand  dollars   to   the  Corporation,  provided   that 
seventy-five   thousand    more   were   raised.      Messrs. 
Bullardj    Beebe,    Higginson,    and    Rogers  were    ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  tlie 
same.    The  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  S.  Dexter,  resigned  that 
office  on  Feb.  7  ;  his  resignation  was  accepted,  with 
thanks  for   his   faithful  and  efficient   services.     Mr. 
Thomas  B.  Hall  was  then  elected  Secretary  pro  tern. 
Dr.  Tyler's  salary  was  fixed  at  ^3,000,  commencing 
from  January  fii-st.     The  annual  report,  which  had 
been  offered  to  the  Board  and  accepted,  was,  with  the 
Ticeompanying    documents,   laid    before    the    annual 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  on  Feb*  7,  1866. 

The  Corporation  re-elected  Messrs.  Hooper,  Wig- 
glesworth,  and  Stevenson,  respectively,  as  their  Presi- 
dent, Vice-President,  and  Treasurer,  and  chose  Mr. 
Thomas  B,  Hall  Secretary  ;  with  Messrs.  Beebe,  C. 
H.  Dalton,  S,  Eliot,  G.  Higginson,  J.  Lowell,  H,  B. 
Rogers,  C.  S.  Storrow,  aud  H.  A.  Whitney,  Trustees. 
Messrs.  W,  S.  Bullaid,  S.  G,  Howe,  James  L.  Little, 
and  Harrison  Ritchie  had  been  appointed  Trustees  on 
the  part  of  the  Commonwealth.     The  Trustees,  on 
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1,000  ;  from  Stephen  Salisbury,  |5^000  ;  from  Ed- 
ird  Whitney,  $5,000;  from  Edward  Wigglesworth, 
1,000  ;  bequest  by  E.  A.  Raymond,  $2,820. 
^The  death  of  their  associate,  J,  Amory  Davis,  is 
ypropriately  noticed  by  the  Committee.  Dr,  Shaw 
lorts  that  there  had  been  admitted  to  the  Hospital 
^199  patients,  140  of  whom  were  on  account  of 
jidents.  The  average  number  had  been  113. 
there  had  been  treated  as  out-patients  5,356  persons. 
le  weekly  cost  of  a  patient  in  the  Hospital  had 
?n  ^9,86;  in  the  Asylum,  $12,50.  There  were 
emaining  in  the  Asylum  192  patients;  277  having 
Ben  under  treatment  during  the  year.  The  list  of 
?sources  for  the  diversion,  amusement,  instruction, 
and  excursions  of  the  patients,  as  presented  by  Dr. 
Tyler,  exhibits  an  amount  of  kindness  and  sympathy 
exercised  towards  them  which  makes  by  itself  an 
Impressive  lesson.  In  May,  the  new  building  for 
gentlemen,  called  the  ^*  Bowditch  Ward,"  was  occu* 
pied  ;  and  its  excellent  adaptations  have  afforded  the 
most  solid  satisftiction.  Another  of  those  instructive 
contributions  to  the  science  of  his  theme,  with  preg- 
nant suggestions  as  to  the  causes,  the  workings,  and 
the  '*  moral  treatment ''  of  mental  disease,  will  be 
found  in  tliis  report  of  Dr.  Tylers.  Where  but  to 
the  keen  and  intelligent  observation,  the  discriminat- 
ing judgment,  and  the  carefully  matured  experience 
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of  such  well-tried  officials  as  himself,  are  we  to  I 
for  wise   counsel?      Dr,    Mark   Ranney,  his   seni 
assistant,  having  assumed  the  superintendence  of 
Iowa  Asylum,  Dr,  Whittemore  fills  his  place.  Dr, 
H,  Hazelton  being  Dr.  Whittemore's  successor. 

To  this  annual  report  is  attached  the  '*  Report  o(\ 
Committee  on  the  Financial  Condition  of  the  Ho«" 
pital,"  and  a  Circular.  The  Committee,  after  a 
thorough  and  protracted  investigation  into  the  mi 
agement,  oversight,  internal  economy,  and  dai!^ 
administration  of  the  Hospital,  had  entirely  satij^&ed 
themselves  that  there  was  no  waste,  no  extravagancei 
no  needless  or  unwarranted  outlay.  Relief  from 
embarrassment  was  not  to  be  sought  in  reducing  tbe 
expenses,  but  was  oflFered  only  by  the  alternative  of 
an  appeal  to  the  public  for  generous  gifts,  or  of 
increasing  the  number  of  paying  patients.  Consider^ 
ing  the  circumstances  of  the  community,  under 
pressure  of  many  burdens  and  the  exaction  of  ihahJ 
claims,  at  the  close  of  an  exhausting  war,  a  diri 
appeal  for  new  gifts  is  to  be  made  only  from  absolute 
necessity.  The  publication  of  a  circular  which  shall 
set  the  wants  and  appeals  of  the  institution  before 
affluent  and  benevolent  persons,  so  that  they  may 
induced  to  remember  it  in  the  disposal  of  their 
estates,  is  strongly  recommended.  The  Commi 
then  give  reasons  to  justify  the  effort  for  increasi 
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le  number  of  paying  patients.     The  institution  in 
^ts  early  years,  received  its  patients  chiefly  from  that 
idustrious  class  of  our  native  population,  who,  by 
paying  a  reasonable  board,  enabled  it,  with  the  help 
rf  its  income  from  invested  funds  and  donations,  to 
leet  its  expenses.     Immigrations  from  abroad,  with 
consequent  change  in  the  social  and  pecuniary  con- 
ition  of  the  laboring  classes,  have  led  to  an  extra- 
ordinary  increase    in   the   number   of  free   patients 
lumanely  cared  for  in  the  Hospital,     During  the  last 
ive  years,  of  7,668   patients,  only   1,601  have  paid 
my  thing ;    and  of  those  who  paid  any  thing  vei7 
few  met  the  actual  cost  of  their  board.   Nearly  25,000 
)ther  patients  had  freely  received  medical  or  surgical 
id  vice   or   treatment      The   excess   of  expenditures 
)eyond   income   has   thus,  in  five  years,  swelled  to 
^60,827.04,     The  debt  of  the  institution,  after   all 
le   splendid   endowments    it    has    received,    is    now 
J 6, 698. 47.     The  city,  within  the  last   year  having 
irovided  a  commodious  hospital  for  the  poorer  classes, 
Tfvill  justify  this  institution  in  diminishing  the  number 
of  its  free  patients*     The  Committee  therefore  rec- 
oiniBend  measures  to  that  end. 

L  The  Circular,  of  which  three  thousand  copies  were 
printed,  under  date  of  April  I,  1865,  earnestly  pre- 
sents the  claims  of  the  institution.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  similar  one  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  the  oldest 
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in  the  country.  Ha\ing  received  substantial  aid  from 
the  State  in  its  first  yeai%  it  has  ever  since  depeoded 
wholly  on  subscriptions,  donations,  bequests,  and 
devises,  in  which  it  has  had  a  ti'uly  munificent  share. 
It  has  prompted  the  formation  and  endowment,  and 
been  the  model  for  the  management  of  many  other 
hospitals.  It  has  been  an  effective  agent  iu  the 
development  and  improvement  of  the  medical  and 
surgical  professions.  It  has  nobly  ministered  to 
suffering  humanity-  Apart  from  its  propert)^  in  the 
lands  and  buildings  which  it  occupies,  its  invested 
funds,  most  of  them  restricted  in  their  use,  araouni 
to  |230,8b0.03,  with  a  debt,  arising  from  the  sum  o\ 
yearly  deficits,  of  $86,698,47.  Unless  the  institutio! 
receives  further  aid,  its  necessary  course  will  be  t< 
reduce  the  average  number  of  its  free  patients,  whicl 
is  now  114,  to  50.  Waiving  for  the  present,  fo 
reasons  assigned,  a  direct  appeal  for  donations,  th< 
Circular  asks  that  the  claims  of  the  Hospital  may  h 
remembered  in  testamentarj'  bequests.  The  {roitfu 
results  effected  by  this  Report  and  Circular  will  coflii 
under  grateful  recognition  in  the  review  of  the  on 
rent  year.  The  thanks  of  the  Trustees  were  foted 
on  March  23,  to  the  contributors  who  had  respoode^ 
so  generously  to  this  appeal. 

Dr.  Tyler  received  leave  of  absence,  on  A| 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  Superintendents  of. 
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at  Washington.  On  May  4,  Miss  Wiggin  resigned 
her  office  as  Matron  of  the  Asylum,  Her  resignation 
was  accepted.  On  May  18,  Dr.  Tyler  communicated 
to  the  Board  the  resignation  of  Mi*.  G.  A.  Goodell, 
as  Supervisor  at  the  Asylum,  and  the  nomination  to 
the  Board  of  Mr.  Dexter  Gray  as  his  successor.  The 
resignation  was  accepted,  and  the  nomination  was  con- 
firmed. Measures  were  adopted  to  provide  for  reno- 
vations in  the  surgical  department  of  the  Hospital, 
as  desired  by  the  Surgeons,  A  report  and  plans  were 
submitted  on  June  29,  for  alterations  and  improve- 
ments in  the  surgical  operating  theatre  ;  and  Dr,  H.  J. 
Bigelow  appeared  to  urge  their  adoption.  The  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  for  further  details  on  July  13. 
On  Aug.  31,  an  anonymous  bequest  of  ^1,500  from 
B  friend  of  the  institution  was  announced  to  the 
Board.     This  gift  proved  to  be  an  offering  of  grati- 

ude  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  M.  Worcester,  whose  wife 
had  been  a  patient  at  the  Asylum.  On  Oct.  19,  Dr. 
Tyler  having  communicated  to  the  Board  the  resig- 

ation  of  Miss  Relief  R.  Barber,  after  a  service  of 
thirty  years  as  female  Supervisor  at  the  Asylum,  it 

as  "  voted  that  the  Chairman  be  requested  to 
communicate  in  writing  to  Miss  Barber  the  high 
appreciation  of  her  services  held  by  the  Board;'  Dr. 
Tyler  having  proposed  as  her  successor  Miss  Geor- 
W.  MillSf  the  Board  voted  approval.     Progress 
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was  announced  >  on  Nov.  2,  in  the  plans  for  a  new 
surgical  theatre.  Messrs.  Eliot  and  Little  were 
pointed,  on  Dec.  28,  the  Committee  to  prepare 
annual  report.  On  Jan.  11,  1867,  Dr.  Tyler  wrote 
to  the  Board  stating  his  need  of  relaxation  from  his 
cares,  and  his  desire  for  leave  of  absence  for  six 
months.  The  Board  voted  an  expression  of  sympathy 
for  him,  and  in  consideration  of  the  value  of  his 
services  gave  him  leave  of  absence  for  a  year,  with  a 
continuation  of  his  salary.  Thanks  were  voted 
the  Rev.  J,  Spaulding,  of  New  York,  for  the  donati 
of  $500,  made  by  him  to  the  institution  at  the  requ 
of  his  wife,  Mr.  Ritchie,  on  Feb.  6,  announced 
intention  to  decline  a  re-appointment  as  a  Trustee  on 
the  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Treasurer 
announced  his  reception  of  a  legacy  of  f  20,000  from 
the  executor  of  the  will  of  the  late  Miss  Sarah  Pratt, 
one  half  for  the  Hospital  and  one  half  for 
Asylum. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  heU 
on  Feb*  6,  1867,  at  which  the  reports  were  submit 
and  these  were  referred  to  the  Trustees,  by 
Committee  they  were  to  be  prepared  for  print     The 
only  change  made  in  the  Coqioration  was  in  tlie  ap* 
pointment,  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  of 
Far ns worth  as  Trustee,  in  place  of  Harrison  Rit 
who  had  declined  longer  service,     ilr,  Rogers 
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II  chosen  Chairman    of  the   Board ;    Dr.  C-  E, 

Brown-Sequard  was  added  to  the  Board  of  Consul- 

Btation  of   the  previoas  year  ;    Dr   James  C*  White 

took  the  place  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  as  Visiting  Phy- 

IBieian ;    the    Board    of    A^isiting   Surgeons    was    un- 
changed.      Dr.    Shaw    was    re-appointed    Resident 
Physician  of  the  Hospital ;   Drs.  Sinclair  and  H.  J. 
Oliver,  jun.,  Physicians  to   out-patients  ;    Dr-  J,  T 
Heard,  Surgeon  to  out-patients ;  Dr.  C.  Ellis,  Micro- 
Kscopist  and  Curator  of  the  Pathological  Cabinet ;  Dr. 
J,  C.  White,  Chemist ;  D.  G.  Wilkins,  Apothecary  ; 
wMrs.  M.  A-  Coles  worthy,   Matron.     Dr.  J.  E.  Tyler 
^"was    re-chosen    Superintendent   of  the  Asylum,  and 
Mx.  and   Mrs.  Whittle   Steward  and   Matron.     The 
^Chtdrman,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board,  appointed 
Hthe  Standing  Committees,  and  arranged  the  Visiting 
■Committees  for  the  year, 

H  The  report  for  1866  is  in  every  particular  a  cheer- 
Bful  and  a  hopeful  document.  The  income  of  the  year 
phad  been  |190,935.60;  the  expenses,  §194,802.63; 
the  excess  of  the  latter  being  chargeable  to  the  Hos- 
pital ;  while  the  Asyhim,  owing  to  the  difference  in 
the  class  of  its  patients,  more  than  supports  itself. 
The  debt,  which,  after  a  previous  reduction,  had 
amounted  to  $68,^69.97,  has  been  paid  during  the 
year ;  the  productive  general  fund  has  increased  from 
)3,002/i7  to  195,213,82,  and  the  productive  special 
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ckieif  to  ilie  UberU  sub* 
be  ftpped  in  the  CiiTuUn 
Mr.  Kmlhuid  Tbmyet  had  offered  to  give  #25.000. 
OD  cottditioa  Ikil  f^ajOOO  mare  wete  iobscribed  in 
the  conunimttT*  Tbe  sum  mms  fiooo  nised,  with  i 
iorplns  of  eight  hundred  doDan^  oootribttled  bv 
ntnelT-eight  peiions.  The  lisl  of  mbtcribers  wiQ 
be  found  near  the  dose  of  this  Toloxne^  Other  dona- 
tiom  and  legacies  receired  daring  the  year  amounted 
to  f  10,072-03,  and  new  snbseriptions  for  free  bed* 
to  14,100.00.  Dr.  Shaw  reports  that  1,224  patients 
had  been  under  faeatment  during  the  year ;  95 
remaining.  Of  medical  and  snrgical  out-patients 
treated,  there  had  been  5,608.  The  relief  proiided 
bT  tbe  Cit}'  Hospital  is  appreciated  here.  Very  ex* 
ten^ire  renorations  had  been  made  in  tbe  Hospital 
during  the  year*  A  new  operating  theatre  \s  now 
the  greatest  neces^itj.  The  death  of  Dr.  A.  A* 
Gould,  ^^  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  amiable  of  the 
medical  staff,"*  is  tenderly  referred  to.  The  asseti 
of  the  Corporation,  exclusive  of  the  Hospital  and 
Asylum  estates,  amount  to  $426,996,*i3- 

Dr.  Tyler  reports  that  there  had  been  103  new 
patients  received  at  the  Asylum  during  the  year,  and 
that  197  remained  at  its  close.  While  great  iin- 
provemeuts  have  been  made  in  the  grounds,  "  several 
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new  and  valuable  items  of  purely  medical  treatment 
have  been  successfully  tried ; "  the  general  manage- 
tnent,  or  moral  treafment^  tested  by  long  and  varied 
trial,  having  remained  the  same.  Holidays,  amuse* 
ments,  excursions,  lectures,  games,  &c.,  organ  con- 
certs at  the  Music  Hall,  and  free  access  to  the 
Museum  given  by  Mr,  Kimball,  have  continued  to 
contribute  their  pleasures  to  the  patients.  The  resig- 
nation of  the  Supervisor,  Mr,  Goodell,  after  twelve 
years  of  varied  service,  deprived  the  Asylum  of  a 
most  faithful  officer  and  a  most  trustworthy  man. 
Miss  Barbers  retirement,  after  thirty  years  of  the 
most  devoted  toil  and  sympathy  given  to  the  hundreds 
who  had  been  under  her  charge,  sets  the  seal  of  a 
cherished  and  affectionate  remembrance  upon  her 
peculiar  usefulness  and  her  wonderful  adaptation  for 
her  life's  work. 

Dr.  Tyler  devotes  several  pages  of  his  report  to  a 
discussion  of  that  form  of  insanit)-  which  is  produced 
by  inebrietj%  There  is,  he  says,  a  large  increase  in 
the  habits  of  intemperance,  and  in  the  class  of 
sufferers  from  that  vice  who  become  thereby  mentally 
diseased.  His  advice  is  sought  constantly  by  the 
victims  and  by  their  friends.  The  latter,  in  very 
many  cases,  naturally  seek  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
retirement,  discipline,  and  remedial  processes  of  the 
Asylum.     But  it  is  not  expedient  ^^ — on  the  conti*ary, 
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it  is  highly  objectionable  —  to  receive  such  a  class  i 
patients.  It  is  not  fitting  that  they  should  be  dom 
ciliated  with  the  general  insane.  Very  many  ai 
very  serious  practical  embarrassments  would  aii 
from  receiving  them.  This  report  may  be  profitah 
consulted  by  those  interested  in  this  special  subje* 
either  from  their  relation  to  any  victim  of  inebriel 
or  from  their  concern  for  the  establishment  of  fl 
institution  devoted  to  the  care  of  inebriates. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  Feb.  22,  1867, 
Mr.  Rogers,  in  behalf  of  a  Committee  appointed  to 
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consider  what  arrangements  should  be  made  at  the 
Asylum  during  Dr.  Tyler's  proposed  absence,  re- 
ported  **  that  they  had  instructed  Dr,  Whittemore, 
acting  Superintendent,  to  consult  Dr*  Morrill  Wyman, 
of  Cambridge,  and  Dr,  Bancroft,  of  Concord,  N.H** 
and  that  those  physicians  had  consented  to  serve  the 
institution,  as  Visiting  and  Consulting  Physicians, 
during  Dr.  Tylers  absence.  The  Committee  also 
recommended  the  appointment  of  Dr.  James  H. 
Denny,  as  Assistant  Physician  at  the  Asylum,  for 
the  same  period."  The  action  of  the  Committee  was 
confirmed,  and  Dr.  Denny  was  elected. 

On  March  H,  a  Committee  of  the  Trustees  vm 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  *'  whether  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers,  and  the  treatment  of  the  patienU, 
at  the  Asylum^  are,  in  all  respects,  humane^  cod- 
siderate,  and  faithful/*  Mr.  Rogers,  for  the  Com- 
mittee, on  March  22,  reported  a  plan,  with  estimate* 
of  cost,  for  the  proposed  new  surgical  theatre;  and 
a  special  meeting  was  ordered  for  considering  and 
acting  thereon.  At  such  a  meeting,  on  March  2T, 
the  Board  voted  "  that  it  is  expedient  to  erect,  on 
the  Hospital  grounds,  a  building  for  surgical  opera- 
tions, and  for  the  accommodation  of  out-door  patients;^ 
and  that  the  plans  and  estimates  for  such  a  building, 
presented  to  the  Board,  be  adopted."  Messrs.  Rogt^s^ 
Bullard,   and    Storrow  were   appointed    a    Building 
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Committee,  with  fall  power  in  the  case,  the  expense 
not  to  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  Hospital  were  amended  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  annual  election  of  six  House  Pupils, 
two  for  the  medical,  and  four  for  the  surgical  depart- 
ment. On  April  12,  Dr,  J.  Mason  Warren  addressed 
a  note  to  the  Board  enclosing  $2,000  towards  the 
cost  of  the  new  surgical  theatre.  Thanks  were  re* 
turned  to  him,  and,  through  him,  to  the  contributors 
of  that  gift.  On  April  19,  Dr.  Warren  presented 
to  the  Board  a  copy  of  liis  new  work,  entitled 
'•  Surgical  Observations,  with  Cases  and  Operations," 
dedicated  to  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  Corporation. 
Thanks  were  voted  for  the  gift,  —  the  book  to  be 
deposited  in  the  Treadwell  Library.  A  proposition 
had  been  suggested  to  charge  medical  students  a 
fee  for  admission  to  the  lectures  and  operations  at 
the  Hospital.  A  report  of  a  Com|nittee,  which 
thought  it  inexpedient  to  do  this,  was  approved  by 
the  Board.  The  Committee  ''  on  the  conduct  of 
officers,  and  the  treatment  of  patients  at  the  Asy- 
lum,'' made  a  full  report,  which  was  accepted  and 
placed  on  file,  on  May  e3.  On  that  date,  Mi\  Bullard, 
for  a  Committee,  reported  the  purchase  of  the 
''  Barrell  Farm/'  adjoining  the  Asylum  grounds,  for 
$40,000.  The  purchase  was  approved  and  eon- 
firmed,     Mr.  Beebe  was,  on  May  17,  elected  tempo- 
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rary  Chairraau  of  tlie  Board  during  Mr.  Eogerss 
proposed  absence  abroad.  Mr  Eogers  had  sought 
to  resign  that  place,  but,  by  request  of  the  Board, 
had  consented  to  withdraw  his  resignation.  Mr. 
Beebe  was  added  to  the  Building  Committee  of  the 
Surgical  Theatre*  Messrs,  Beebe,  Bullard,  and  Eiiot 
were  instructed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  religious  services  at  the  Asylum.  At  the 
meeting  of  tlie  Board  on  May  17,  a  letter  from  Hon. 
Charles  G.  Loriug  had  been  read,  recommending  the 
admission  of  Miss  Sophia  Blake  to  **  the  medical 
visitations  at  the  Hospital ; "  also  a  note  from  Mis$ 
Blake  and  Susan  Dimraock,  asking  leave  to  share  the 
educational  advantages  of  the  Hospital,  especially  ia 
the  female  wards.  The  subject  had  been  referred  to  n 
the  Visiting  Committee,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.fl 
Eliot,  whose  report,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  three  follt^wing  resolutions,  was  adopted  by  the 
Board,  on  June  28 :  — 

1.  ''  That  Chap.  III. ,  Art*  3,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulttllons 
for  the  Hospital ,  may  he  so  interpi*eted  as  to  include  female, 
as  %vell  as  mule  students.  2.  Tliiit  the  admission  uf  female 
studeats  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Visiting  Physiciaw 
and  SurgeoDs,  individually.  3.  That  female  studetiis,  when* 
ever  admitteil,  shall  be  placed  in  classes  separate  from  nule 
students,  and  shall  attend  the  clinical  practice  of  the  fenab 
wards  exclusively.'* 

At  the   meeting  of  the   Board   on  Aug.   30,  the 


DEATH    OF    DR.    J.    MASON   WARBEN, 

following  preamble  and  resolutions,  offered  by  Mr. 
Eliot,  were  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

I  "The  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  at 

TOis  their  first   raeeting"   after   the  death    of  Dr.    J.  Mason 

Warren,  in   noticing  an  event  so   generally  lamented  by  the 

community,  and  so  particularly  afflicting  to    the  Hospital, 

resolve  as  follows  :  — 

**1.  That  they  bear  their  united  testimony  to  the  variety 
and  excellence  of  the  servicer  which  Dr,  Warren  has  rendered 
to  the  Hospital  for  nearly  twenty-one  years  as  a  member, 
and  nearly  five  years  as  the  head,  of  its  professional  staff. 
Fitted  no  less  by  nature,  than  by  descent,  for  a  high  position 
in  his  profession,  uniting  great  gifts  with  great  acquirements, 
and  using  his  scientific  abilities  with  a  vigor  that  commanded 
respect,  and  a  kindliness  that  inspired  attachment,  he  was 
remarkable  even  among  the  remarkable  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons who  have  been  connected  with  the  HospitaL 

'*  2.  That  they  dwell  with  peculiar  feeling  upon  the  last 
proofs  of  his  interest  in  the  institution  :  upon  the  dedication 
of  his  recent  volume,  describing  the  most  eminent  among  his 
life-long  labors,  to  the  government  of  the  Hospital ;  npon 
the  subscription  of  $2,000,  which  he  secured  in  aid  of  the 
operating  theatre  now  building;  yet  more  upon  the  fidelity 
with  which  he  went  through  his  last  term  of  service,  though 
suffering  acutely  from  the  development  of  the  disease  under 
which  he  died  ;  all  of  these  acts'  being  not  only  consistent 
with  his  unbroken  devotion  to  the  Hospital,  but  likewise 
characteristic  of  the  science,  the  liberality,  and  the  consci- 
entiousness which  distinguished  his  whole  career. 

**3*  That,  speaking  for  other  interests  as  well  as  for  those 
of  the  Hospital,  they  lament  the  early  close  of  a  life  from 
which,  though  it  had  already  done  its  full  share,  even  more 
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might  IttTe  been  expected,  had  it  continued  but  a  few  years 
longer  in  ministrations  to  the  sick  and  the  poor,  in  the  relief 
of  snfTering,  in  the  promotion  of  medical  science,  and  in  the 
furtberanee  of  pablic  and  priTate  designs  for  the  improve- 
ment of  socieCT.  Yet,  while  lamenting  that  the  life  on  earth 
has  dosed,  th^  rejoice  that  the  memory  of  their  departed 
associate  will  not  fail  to  live  among  those  who  knew  him, 
and  those  who  are  to  come  afto-  him. 

**  Fblecf ,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate 
the  resolatioiis  to  die  family  of  the  deceased,  and  to  furnish 
a  copy  to  the  pablic  press. 

*^  Voi^n  That  Messrs.  Lowell  and  Eliot  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare,  and  report  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  such 
i«s5olation»  as  they  may  think  proper  to  express  the  feeliogs 
of  the  Board  upon  the  decease  of  the  last  survivor  of  the 
caurliest  fbonders  and  oflBcers  of  this  institution,  the  vener- 
able Dr.  James  Jackson." 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  State  Charities,  hav- 
iui:  reOjuired  a  report  from    this  Corporation,  under 
chai^er  *24o  of  the  Acts  of  1^67,  the  Secretary,  on 
St^p:.  'JT,  stated  'Mhat  he  had  in  reply  informed  the 
Boani  of  State  Charities  that  this  Corporation  would 
make  no   report    unless  further   called  upon,  on  the 
irrouud  that  this  Corporation  is  not  a  State  Charity 
^\•i:hiu  the  meaning  of  the  statute/'     On  Oct.  IS,  the 
nomiuation  by  Dr.  Tyler  of  Dr.  James  H.  Dennv,  as 
second   Assistant    Physician  and    Apothecary   at  the 
Asylum,  in  ph\ce  of  Dr.  Hazeltou  resigned,  was  con- 
tirmed.     Dr.  J.  Collins  Warren,  in  a  letter  acknowl- 
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edging  the  receipt  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Joard  on  the  death  of  his  late  father,  informed  the 
Board  of  a  legacy  under  his  father's  will,  to  the  Trus- 
tees, of  $2,000,  to  be  called  the  "Warren  Prize 
Fund."  The  communication  was  referred  for-  future 
consideration.  On  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Eliot,  for  a  Com- 
mittee, oflfered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions :  — 

^The  death  of  Dr.  James  Jackson,  one  of  the  founders 
^t  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  its  first  Phy- 
sician, whose  active  service  extended  from  April  6,  1817,  to 
3ct.  13,  1837,  and  who,  as  Consuhing  Physician,  was  con- 
nected with  the  Institution  to  the  close  of  his  earthly  life, 
%ug.  27,  1867,  is  an  event  of  so  singular  and  so  affecting  an 
uterest  to  the  Hospital,  that  the  Trustees  have  delayed 
noticing  it  officially  until  a  quarterly  meeting  should  draw 
hem  together  in  full  numbers.  They  can  add  nothing  tp  his 
^ell-dcijerved  reputation,  but  they  perforin  an  act  of  simple 
tuty  in  offering  a  sincere  and  grateful  tribute  to  his  honored 
oemory. 

^^  Resolved^  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
jreneral  Hospital  recall,  with  deep  sensibility,  Dr.  Jackson's 
ang  connection  with  the  Institution,  which  he  was  prominent 
ti  founding  and  extending,  and  to  which,  while  he  retained 
lis  powers,  he  gave  the  great  benefit  of  his  name,  his 
ciencc,  his  advice,  and  his  influence. 

^  Hesolvedy  That  his  remarkable  traits  as  a  Physician, 
\rell-known  and  appreciated  before  the  Hospital  was  founded, 
md  fully  acknowledged  during  the  half-century  of  its  exist- 
!nce,  have  been  of  inestimable  value  to  its  administration 

lot  only  during  the  term  of  his  attendance  in  our  wards,  but 
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in  the  subsequent  period,  during  which  his  connsel  and  sup- 
port, while  he  could  give  them,  have  never  fiiiled  our  prede- 
cessors or  ourselves. 

*^Ji€solvedt  That  his  personal  as  well  as  his  professioDal 
qualities »  his  activity  without  imprudence,  his  decision  vritli- 
out  dogmatism,  his  dignity  that  never  wounded,  his  consci- 
entiousness that  never  provoked,  his  exhuustless  sjnipail 
which  made  him  the  brutlier  or  the  father,  as  well  a^ 
physician  of  tltose  to  whom  he  ministered,  hearing 
troubles  as  his  own,  and  alleviating  by  the  charm  of 
presence  the  pains  which  he  could  not  remove  by  his  gl 
his  unwearied  study,  his  fruitful  knowledge*  his  coutributi 
to  the  science  and  litemture  of  medicine,  and  bis  relationi 
tl:e  elder  and  younger  members  of  the  profession,  gave  him  a 
position  at  the  Hospital  as  exclusively  his  own  as  that  which 
he  held  in  the  community* 

**  Resolvedy  That  his  labors,  aa  elHcieat  as  they  were 
devoted,  and  his  counsels,  as  wise  as  they  were  earnest, 
rendering  him  both  the  ornament  and  the  safeguard  of 
Hospital,  are  among  its  most  precious  traditions,  and 
they  are  to  be  cherished  for  the  sake  not  merely  of  its 
history,  which  they  had  so  large  a  share  in  forniing,  but 
its  future  course,  to  which,  if  they  are  faithfully  presei 
they  will  be  tlie  helpful  guides* 

*'  Jtesohedi  That  the  Trustees  remove  his  name  fnim 
list  of  their  living  associates,  only  to  place  it,  where  it  be 
longs;  at  the  head  of  the  departed  benefactors  of  the  Ui^ 
pitaL  And  to  the  end  that  his  memory  may  continue  amooj 
U9,  as  we  think  he  would  have  best  preferred  it  to  eoEitinoe. 
the  free  bed  which  was  placed  in  1^37  at  his  disposal  hi 
life  shall  remain  tlie  Jackson  Free  Bed,  pcrpcUiatutg  lu* 
attachment  to  the  Hospital,  and  bis  benevoleooo  to  iui* 
manity/' 
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These  resolutions  having  been  unammously 
adopted,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  communicate 
them  to  the  family,  and  to  furnish  a  copy  to  the  public 
press. 

^Ir.  F.  n,  Jackson,  son  of  Dr.  Jackson,  communi- 
cated to  the  Board  a  bequest  from  his  late  father  to 
the  Hospital,  of  a  portrait  of  M.  Louis,  of  Paris. 
The  same  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  placed  upon 
the  walls  of  the  Hospital,  It  was  voted  that  the 
nomination  to  the  Jackson  Free  Bed  be  vested  in  the 
■Idest  daughter  of  the  deceased. 

On  Nov.  15,  Mr,  Beebe,  for  a  Committee  that  had 
been  appointed  in  May,  upon  the  subject  of  religious 
|H»ce3  at  the  Asylum,  made  a  report,  on  which  the 
IM^  resolved  that  it  is  expedient  to  establish  such 
services ;  that  they  should  be  wholly  free  from  a  sec- 
tanun  character ;  that  the  Committee  procure  plans 
and  estimates  for  a  chapel  at  the  Asylum,  the  present 
hall  to  be  in  the  mean  while  used  for  the  purpose ; 
and  that  the  Committee  consult  with  the  Superiu- 
tendent  with  regard  to  a  chaplain  pro  tem*^  and  for  a 
suitable  incumbent  of  the  office,  Mr.  Whitney  hav- 
ing resigned  his  place  on  the  Board,  and  being 
unwilling  when  solicited  to  remain,  his  resignation 
was  accepted  with  much  regret  on  Nov.  29,  and  with 
thanks  for  his  long  and  useful  services. 

Messrs.  Beebe  and  Dal  ton  were  appointed  on  Dec. 
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if  the  portrait  of  M.  Louis  has  been  already  raen- 
lioned.  The  portrait  was  a  gift  from  M,  Louis,  in 
1833,  to  a  son  of  Dr.  Jackson,  who  had  died  in  early 
lanhood.  Dr,  Jackson  *'  valued  this  picture  more 
hi*^hly  than  any  thing  that  he  owned,"  When  M* 
Louis  heard  what  disposition  had  been  made  of  it 
"  he  expressed  himself  as  highly  pleased/'  The  new 
operating  theatre  is  said  to  be  nearly  completed.  A 
safe  and  commodious  elevator  has  been  constructed 
by  w^hich  patients  can  be  taken  from  any  story  of  the 

(building  and  along  covered  galleries  to  the  new  room. 
The  structure  contains  in  addition  convenient  apart- 
ments for  receiving  patients  before  and  after  opera- 
tions, rooms  for  etherization,  for  sulphur  and  other 
baths,  rooms  for  out-patients,  a  private  operating 
room,  and  offices  for  the  surgeons  and  physicians. 
Science  and  humanity  will  find  the  most  efficient  aids 

m  in  the  new  arrangements,  beyond  what  had  been 
afforded  in  the  old  operating  room  under  the  dome 

I  of  the  HospitaL  The  income  for  the  year  had  been 
1204,059,56;  the  expenditures,  |194,843.36,  The 
property,  real  and  productive,  is  valued  at  $1,154,- 

■  836.14.  Still  the  expenses  of  the  Hospital  depart- 
ment had  exceeded  its  income  by  $15,664,97.  The 
additional  subscriptions  for  the  year  to  the  Free-bed 
Fund  were  $3,900 ;  but  the  cost  of  them  had  exceeded 
all  the  income  for  them  by  nearly  twenty  per  cent 
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The   donations   and    legacies   during   the   year  had 
amounted  to   $43,312.75.      There  had   been    L3 
patients  in   the   Hospital.     Of  surgical  out-patie: 
there  had  been  2,569  ;  of  medical,  2,957.    More  th 
one  half  of  all  the  cases  received  at  the  Hospital  had 
been  cured.     At  the  Asylum,  89  new  patients  had 
been  admitted  ;   178  remained.     Dr.  Tyler  had  been 
abroad  from  Februaiy  to  October,  and  expresses 
gratitude  to  the  Trustees  for  affording  him  the  pri 
lege,  and   for   making  such  admirable  and  efficieoT 
arrangements  for  the  oversight  of  his  charge  dui 
his  absence.     Though  the  great  object  of  his  vacation 
was  to  lose  sight  for  a  season  of  hospital  life,  yet 
inclination  and  his  opportunity  led  him  to  make  ma 
visits  with  extended    investigations  in  the    Asylui 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  continent.     He  had 
received  everywhere  courteously  and  fraternally, 
the  result  of  his  wide  and  inquisitive  investigatio 
so  fully  and  intelligently  directed  by  his  own  prival 
experience    and   official    professional   authority, 
have  in  his  report  a  document  of  permanent  value  m 
a  contribution  to  the  highest  department  of  the 
erature  of  his  theme.     Any  one  who  shall  for 
to  come  assume  to  discuss^  as  from  a  point  of  advan^ 
tage  or  influence,  the  comparative  views  of  iusani 
and  of  the  methods  of  treating  it,  cannot  wisely 
lect  to  read  this  report.     With  a  generous  cathoUcil 
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of  spirit,  an  admirable  candor  of  jiidgraent,  and  a 
most  discriminating  allowance  for  differences  of  opin* 
ion  in  details,  where  there  is  a  general  harmony  on 
the  part  of  qualified  judges  in  the  case,  Dr.  Tyler 
presents  Ms  observations  and  conclusions  with  fin 
emphasis  of  personal  assurance,  and  a  freedom  from 

k dogmatism,  that  alike  give  a  chanii  and  a  warrant  to 
his  expressed  convictions. 
Mr.  Rogers  was  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Board 
.of  Trustees.  On  the  Board  of  Consultation,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Jackson  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  James  Jackson  ;  the  Visiting  Phy- 
sicians of  hist  year  were  continued  in  office,  with  the 
exception  of  Dr.  C.  E.  Ware,  who  had  declined  ;  and 
the  only  change  among  the  Visiting  Surgeons  was  in 
the  election  of  Dr.  Algernon  Coolidge  in  place  of  the 
late  Dr*  J,  Mason  Warren.  Dr.  Charles  B.  Porttn- 
was  chosen  an  additional  Surgeon  to  Out-patients  ; 
all  the  other  officers  of  the  Hospital  and  Asylum 
being  again  elected.  The  Chairman,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Board,  designated  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees and  the  Visiting  Committees  for  the  year. 
Thanks  were  voted  to  Dr.  Charles  E.  Ware  "  for  his 
faithful,  efficient,  and  sympathetic  service  of  ten  years, 
as  Visiting  Phjeician,  and  for  the  unfailing  interest 
^he  has  always  show^n  in  all  matters  affecting  the 
^usefulness   of    the    Hospital.''      The  Treasurer  was 
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stees    under    the  will    of   Mrs.    Abigail    Loring, 

of    their    readiness    to    pay    the    amount,   $35,000, 

awarded    to     this    Corporation,       The     award    was 

received    with    gratitude,    and    the    Treasurer    was 

authorized  to  receipt  for  it.     Messrs.  C.  H.  Parker 

and  \V.  P.  Mason,  executors  of  the  will  of  the  late 

W,  P.   Mason,  having  paid  over  to  the  Corporation 

^10,000,  being  the   amount  of    a  bequest  provided 

in    said  will,  less  United  States  revenue   tax,  it 


Voted,  That  this  Corporation  gratefully  accepts  the  same 
m  the  condition 8  of  said  iviU  ;  and  tliat  the  Treasurer 
fce  directed  to  estHblisli  a  apecijil  fund,  to  be  called  the 
^ Mason  Free-bed  Fund,'  the  income  of  wliich  siudl  be 
unnually  appropriated  to  the  support  of  free  bedd  in  this 
Institution  ;  and  that  he  be  further  directed,  iu  conformity 
vith  snid  conditions,  to  confer  upon  Mr.  W,  P,  Mason  and 
Airs.  Wulter  C.  Cabot  eacli  the  righta  of  life  free- bed 
euhscrlbers," 

On  April  17,  permission  was  granted,  on  request, 
to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  to  hold  their 
annual  meeting  in  June  in  the  operating  theatre 
of  the  Hospital.  Measures  were  adopted  by  the 
Trustees,  on  April  24,  to  co-operate  with  Dr.  Tyler 
in  extending  proper  civilities  to  the  Association  of 
Superintendents  of  American  Institutions  for  the 
Insane  at  tlieir  coming  meeting  in  Boston,  in  June. 
The  salary  of  the  Chaplain  at  the  Asylum  was  fixed 

81 
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at  $1,000.     On  May  8,  Dr.  A.  D.   Sinclair  resigned 
his  oflBce  of  Physician    to  out-patients.     His  resig- 
nation was  accepted,  and  thanks  were  voted  for  his 
faithful   services.     Two   free    beds   at   the   Hospital 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel, 
Boston,  on  the  payment  of  $2,000.     Dr.  Charles  E. 
Ware  was  elected  on  the  Board  of  Consultation  in 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death   of  Dr.  Homans. 
On  May  22,  Dr.  Henry  K.  Oliver,  jun.,  was  elected 
a  Visiting  Physician  for  the  remainder  of  the  year; 
and  Drs.  Hall  Curtis  and  George  G.  Tarbell  were 
elected  Physicians  to  out-patients.     Miss  Sturtevant 
was  appointed,  on  July  31,  as  Matron  of  the  Hospital, 
in  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  recent  decease  of  Mary 
A.  Colesworthy.     The   Trustees  had  voted  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars  to  Dr.  Morrill  Wyman,  for 
his  kind  services  at  the  Asylum  during  the  absence 
of   Dr.    Tyler ;    and,  in  grateful  recognition    of   the 
bounty,  Dr.  Wyman  sent  a  gift  of  the  same  amount 
for   the    aid   of    needy    patients    there.       A   faithful 
attendant  on  the  kitchen  of  the  Asylum,  on  lea\'ing 
after  twenty-five  years  of  service,  received  a  present 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  an  appreciative  letter 
of    thanks.      On    Dec.     18,    acknowledgments   were 
returned  to  Miss   M.   Louisa  Shaw  for  the  donation 
of  $500,  "  for  the  Free  Bed  and  Ward  for  Incura- 
bles."    Messrs.  Dwight  and  BuUard  were,  on  Jan.  6, 
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9,  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual 
port,  and  to  them  were  referred  the  Treasurers 
id  the  other  reports  as  successively  presented.  On 
,e  report  and  tidvice  of  a  Committee,  on  Feb*  S^ 
nthority  was  given  to  sell  all  the  land  lying  east  of 
e  Eastern  Railroad  at  the  Asylum, 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held 
Feb.  3*  1869,  and  the  first  subsequent  meetiug  of 
e  Trustees  on  Feb.  19.  Mr.  Edward  Wiggles- 
rth,  who  had  been  Vice-President,  was  chosen 
esideot ;  Mr.  Nathaniel  Thayer,  Vice-President ; 
d  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Hall  w^ere  respectively 
lee  ted  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  and  the  Board  of 
frustees  remained  unchanged.  The  Board,  on  its 
rganization,  re-elected  Mr.  Rogers  as  Chairman, 
fhe  Board  of  Consultation  bears  the  name  of  Dr.  C. 
Ware  in  place  of  that  of  the  late  Dr.  Homans. 
The  only  changes  made  in  the  staff  of  officers  at  the 
Hospital  and  Asylum  were  such  as  have  been  noted 
during  the  last  year,  except  in  the  choice  of  Mr. 
David  J.  Dearborn  as  male  Supervisor  at  the  Asy- 
lum, in  place  of  Mr,  Dexter  Gray,  deceased. 

The  report  for  1868  states  the  expenses  of  the 
Hospital  to  have  been  167,564.47,  of  which  only 
$14,671.45  had  been  received  from  patients.  The 
expenses  of  the  Asylum  had  been  |ll42,535.36 ;  the 
net    deficit    of    income    below    expenses    had     been 
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$17,124.50.  There  had  been  1,265  patients  in  the 
Hospital,  of  which  771  were  wholly  free.  The  aver- 
age weekly  cost  of  each  was  $12.74.  As  out-patients, 
5,264  persons  had  been  treated.  A  Dental  Service 
had  been  added  during  the  year,  in  connection  with 
the  Dental  School  of  Harvard  College,  1,078  persons 
having  received  its  services.  The  Treadwell  Library 
has  a  constant  increase  by  the  addition  of  costly 
works  not  to  be  found  in  private  medical  libraries. 
The  Trustees  are  increasingly  solicitous  for  the  pros- 
perity and  advancement  of  their  institution.  They 
stand  between  the  bounty  of  a  rich  and  liberal  com- 
munity and  a  body  of  professional  men  of  great  skill 
and  self-devotion,  and  they  desire  to  be  the  medium 
of  a  great  benevolence  for  the  good  of  their  fellow- 
men.  They  are  now  considering  whether  they  may 
be  able  to  afford  accommodations  for  the  treatment 
of  special  diseases.  The  death  of  the  President,  and 
of  the  Matron  of  the  Hospital,  is  properly  noticed. 

The  legacies  and  donations  received  during  the 
year  amount  to  $77,939.79.  The  receipts  for  annnal 
subscriptions  for  free  beds  had  been  $4,300.  The 
Treasurer's  statement  gives  a  full  and  lucid  account 
of  all  the  classified  and  restricted  and  general  funds, 
with  an  exhaustive  exhibition  of  the  economy  of  the 
institution.  Dr.  Shaw,  the  Kesident  Physician,  pre- 
sents  the  statistics   of   the   patients   with   the   usual 


stalls    and    specifications.     He    refers    to    religious 
ices  held  for  convalescents,  and    to  the  visits  of 
indly  friends  to  the  patients  with  books  and  other 
ferings.     Br.  Tyler  reports   that  270  persons  had 
eu    under  treatment  at  the  Asvhira,  and    176    re- 
lined.     About  a  third  of  the  patients  have  attended 
igious  services  in   the    hull  on  Sunday  afternoons, 
eiving  thus  an    influence  evidently   soothing  and 
eneficial.     The  late  Supervisor,  Mr.  Dexter  Gray,  is 
3ken  of  with  warm  respect  and  aflFection  for  his  vir- 
aes  and  his  services.    He  had  intermitted  his  relation 
the  Asylum  to  serve  his  country  in  the  war,  and  re- 
imed  with  a  wound  which  was  one  of  the  causes  of 
lis  lamented  decease.    The  Asylum  had  a  history  now 
»f  tiftj'  completed  years.     Its   first    patient — whose 
S€  the  Trustees  spent  three  hours  in  examining  — 
ras   a    young  man  whom  his  father   believed  to  be 
jne  of  those  spoken  of  in  the  Bible  as  possessed  with 
devil.    The  father  said  the  remedial  measure  which 
le  had  employed  was  wkii^jnng.     This  patient  com- 
[iletely  recovered.     There  are  now  about  seventy  like 
istitutions  in  the  American  States  and  the  Provinces, 
)r.  Tyler  makes  his  report  chiefly  a  condensed  and 
mcise,  but  still  a  very  adequate,  sketch  of  the  his- 
3ry  of  the  Asylum  ;    which,  as  a  whole,  is   a   pro- 
foundly instructive  illustration  of  the   application  of 
the  resources  of  Christian  benevolence,  muuificence. 
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and  science  to  one  of  the  most  grievous  of  all  human 
woes.  The  Association  of  Medical  Superintendents 
of  American  Institutions  for  the  Insane,  having  met 
this  year  at  Somerville,  had  made  a  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  Asylum,  and  of  its  methods  and  conduct 
After  a  prolonged  discussion  of  the  "  legal  relations 
of  the  insane,"  they  unanimously  agreed  upon  a 
*'  project  of  a  law  "  which  would  aid  to  assure  the 
prompt  care  of  a  patient,  the  protection  of  his  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  the  safety  of  the  public.  This 
document  appears  with  Dr.  Tyler's  report 

The  Trustees,  on  March  19,  voted  that  the  Kesident 
Physician  be  requested  to  prepare  for  publication  a 
simple  statement,  that  children  have  long  been,  and 
will  continue  to  be,  received  and  properly  cared  for 
at  the  Hospital.  After  the  Board  had  for  some  time 
had  under  consideration  the  appointment  of  two  or 
more  ladies  to  serve  as  visitors  to  the  female  wards  of 
the  Hospital,  on  June  4  the  measure  was  approved. 
Four  ladies  were  elected  by  ballot  to  that  service,  and 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  them  on 
their  proposed  duties.  It  was  voted  that  all  Hospital 
out-patients  affected  with  diseases  of  the  skin  be 
placed  under  the  special  care  and  treatment  of  Dr. 
J.  C.  White.  In  answer  to  a  suggestion  in  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Calvin  Ellis,  then  in  Paris,  relative  to  the 
purchase   of    improved    electrical   apparatus  for   the 
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Hospital,  the  Visiting  Physicians,  who  had  been  con- 
sulted on  the  subject,  reported  in  favor  of  the  propo- 
sition ;  and  the  Board,  on  June  18,  appropriated  two 
hundred  dollars  in  gold  for  that  object.     The  sum  of 
£300  was  put  at  thu disposal  of  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow, 
for  the  purchase  in  Paris  of  surgical  instiniments  for 
the  Hospital.     On  Aug.  20,  Dr.  Tyler  communicated 
to  the  Board  the  resignation  by  Dr.  James  H.  Denny 
of    the   office    of    Second    Assistant    Physician   and 
Apothecary  at  the  Asylum,  and  the  nomination  of 
Dr.  George  F.  Jelly  as  his  successor.     The  resigna- 
tion was  accepted,  and  the  nomination  confirmed.    On 
Oct  1,  the  Board  found  it  necessary  to  increase  the 
number  of  physicians  to  out-patients,  and  chose  Drs. 
John  Collins  Warren    and  Robert  Willard  as    addi- 
tional officers.     On  Oct.  22,  Mr.  John  C.  Gray  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Board  for  the  donation  of 
$1,000  for  the  support  of  free  beds.     Messrs.  Farns- 
v?orth  and  Lowell  were  designated,  on   Dec.    17,  a 
Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report    On  Jan.  14, 
1870,  Mr.  Bullard,  for  a  Committee  on  the  "  Warren 
Prize,"  reported  a  form  of  advertisement,  which  was 
accepted,  as  follows  :  — 

**  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  —  The  Warren 
Prize,  founded  by  the  late  J.  Ma»on  Warren,  in  memory  of 
hi:5  father,  John  C  Warren,  being  the  income  of  $2,000  for 
three  years,  will   be  awarded,  after  Feb.  1871,  to  the  author 
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of  the  best  original  dissertation,  considered  worthy  of  a 
prize,  on  some  subject  in  physiology,  surgery,  or  pathological 
anatomy.  The  arbitrators  to  be  the  medical  board  of  the 
Hospital. 

"  Dissertations,  accompanied  with  a  sealed  envelope  con- 
taining the  name  and  address  of  the  ^iter,  must  be  sent  on 
or  before  the  1st  Feb.  1871,  to  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital.^ 

On  Jan.  21,  a  Committee,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred a  circular  addressed  to  the  Trustees  asking  a 
contribution  to  a  fund  to  be  raised  for  the  benefit  of 
.j  the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  Morton,  and  to  pay  for  a 

I  monument  to    be  erected  over  his  remains,  reported 

a  form  of  reply  to  be  sent  by  the  Secretary,  which 
was  adopted,  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  Trustees  beg  to  say,  that,  while  they  are  deeply  ^en- 
sible  of  the  <xveiit  blessinu:  Dr.  Morton  conferred  on  rnankinil 
by  proving  that  sulphuric  ether  can  safely  be  used  to  produce 
insensibility  to  pain;  even  under  the  most  serious  surgical 
operations,  they  nevertheless  feel  that  the  appropriation  ot 
any  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  Hospital  for  the  [)urposes 
named  in  tlie  circular  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  use? 
for  which  they  have  been  bestowed." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held 
at  the  Hospital  on  Feb.  2,  1870.  The  only  change 
among  its  officers  of  last  year  was  in  the  election  of 
Mt'ssrs.  George  S.  Hale  and  Samuel  W.  Swett,  as 
Trustees   in    place    of   Messrs.  Lowell   and  Storrow, 
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wtio  re?*Tgned  after  they  had  been  chosen.   The  report 
fnr    1869    shows   that  there   had    been   nothing    of 

^€1^1  or  marked  importance  in  the  recent  experience 
,-  the  institution,  its  appropriate  work  having  gone 
ccessfully  forward  under  able  and  faithful  officers, 
irs.  Shaw  and  Tyler,  with  their  valued  assistants. 
he  large  number  of  nurses,  whose  assiduous    and 
tient  dulies  are  so  essential,  so  trying  and  exhaust- 
g  too,  are  not  forgotten,  though  their  naines  are  of 
ent  fame.     The  expenditure  at  the  liospital    has 
en  ^62,238.60  :  at  the  Asyhim,  |13S,132.02,     The 
ekly  cost  of  a  patient  has  been,  at  the  Hospital, 
0.14;  at  the  Asjlum,  $U.20.     The  receipts  have 
ceeded  the  expenditures  by  ^3,445.21,      Besides 
e  donation  from  John  C.  Gray,  the  further  sums  of 
9,a00  had  accrued  under  the  will  of  the  late  John 
Iledman,   and  of  |;I8,()9().10,  under  the  will   of  the 
:e  M.  P.  Sawyer.     There  had  been  admitted  to  the 
ospital  1,390  patients,  of  whom  834  were  free ;  of 
e  greatest  tot^il  at  any  one  time,  of  139,  there  were 
free.      Tlie   out-patients   treated   had   numbered 
,953,     The  new  surgical  instruments  and  electrical 
paratus,  selected  abroad  by  Drs,  Bigelow  and  Ellis, 
been  received  with  much  satisfaction.     The  death 
Dr*  S.   D.  Towusend  on  Sept.   17,  and  his  long 
and  devoted  services,  are  appropriately  noticed.     The 
ident  Physician  writes  :  "  What  cannot  always  be 
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said  may  be  said  of  him, —  that,  as  ConsBlHng  Snrgeoi 
he  always  punctually  and  conscientiously  attendi 
the  consultations,  and  gave  his  advice  and  asdstaiM 
in  the  most  important  operations." 

Dr.  Tyler  reports  that  there  had  been  under  treat-' 
ment  during  the  year,  at  the  Asylum,  284  patients, 
of  whom  184  remained.  He  regards  the  cases  of 
insanity  most  proper  for  his  Institution  to  be  the 
violent  and  dangerous,  and  also  the  recent  and 
cmable.  The  soundness  of  the  general  principles  of 
treatment  adopted  there  is  year  by  year  verified.  The 
study  of  French  has  been  introduced  tvith  mark«i 
success  into  the  Asylum,  Madame  Ilarney  attending 
weekly  upon  separate  classes  of  either  sex.  Mn. 
Bunker,  on  another  day,  has  classes  in  drawing. 
Mr.  Moorhoose  presides  over  an  orchestra  of  twehc 
or  fifteen  male  patients,  one  of  the  Trustees  baring 
generously  given  instruments  for  the  purpose.  A 
*  -  singing-school  "  under  Mr.  Hadley  has  united  bo& 
sexes.  These  exercises  have  varied  the  ine^ituble 
monotony  and  cheered  the  weariness  of  life  within 
the  walls.  Flower-bedS|  garden  grounds,  chickens 
and  ducks,  embroidery,  needle-work  for  the  poor,  the 
carpenters  shop,  concerts,  readings,  dancing  partic*, 
excursions  in  the  harbor,  festivals,  waxworks,  and 
observance  of  holidays,  have  furnished  their  resoar< 
More  rooms  like  those   in   the  Appleton  wards 
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?ry  much  needed,  as  also  an  amnsement  hall,  and 
chapel     The  religious  services,  under  Rev.  D,  G. 
laskins^  are    greatly   prized  ;     their   omission  for   a 
igle  Sunday  having  been  much  mourned. 
ilr.  Kogers  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  lioard  of 
trustees  for  1^70.     The  Board  of  Consultation  was 
changed  only  by  the  loss  of  the  name  of  Dr,  Town- 
?nd.    The  Medical  and  Surgical  Staff  and  the  officers 
the  Hospital   and  Asylum  were  the  same  as  last 
sar.     The  Standing  and  Visiting  Committees  were 
lesignated  and  arranged.     The  resignation  of  Messrs, 
^owell   and   Storrow   was  received  with  regret,  and 
thanks  were  voted  to  them  for  theii'  long  and  efficient 
:?rvices.      On  March    IH^   the    resignation   of    Mr* 
Pamcs  L.  Little,  as  Trustee,  was  announced  to    the 
Joard,  with  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  Dr. 
reorge  E,  Ellis,  to  fill  the  vacancy.     Thanks  were 
roted  to   Mr,  Little  for  his  valuable  services  during: 
le  past  four  years.     Six  young  ladies  were  appointed 
assistant  visitors  to  the  female  wards  of  the  Hos- 
pital ;  viz..  Miss  Mary  L   Bowditch,  Miss  Henrietta 
Townsend,  Miss  Helen  A.  Perkins,  Mrs.  Otto  Ciintz, 
Hiss  Annie  Putnam,  and  Miss  CaroUne  Young.     A 
communication  was  received,  on  April  1,  from  Dr.  J. 
AC.  White,  resigning  the  office  of  Visiting  Physician 
of  the  Hospital,  and  asking  to  be  appointed  Physician 
a  department  for  skin  diseases,  which  he  recom- 
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mends  to  be  established  at  the  Hospital.     The  com- 
munication   was     referred    to    Messrs.    Rogers   and 
BuUard  for  consideration  and  report.     The  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  was,  on  April  15,  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  lady  visitors  of  the  Hospital  for  procur- 
ing pictures  to  be  hung  upon  the  walls  of  the  wards. 
On  May  6,  a  conference  was  asked  for  with  the  Vis- 
iting Physicians  and   Surgeons,  by  the  Trustees,  or 
a  communication  in  any  other  form,  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  department  for  skin  diseases.     The 
illness   of    Dr.  Tyler   made   it  necessary  to  procure 
assistance  for  Dr.  Whittemore  at  the  Asylum.     On 
June    3,   the    lady   visitors   of   the    Hospital    were 
authorized  to  visit  the  male  wards  also,  at  their  dis- 
cretion.    A  case   of  interest,  which  had  occurred  at 
the  Hospital  in  connection  with  an  autopsy,  led  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee,  whose  report  was  ac- 
cepted   by    the    Board  on  July  15,  with  a  vote,  by 
which  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  was 
called  to  the  rules  relating  to  autopsies,  and  another 
that  a  "  Post-mortem  Register  "  be  kept  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  those  rules,  —  each  entry  in  which 
shall  be  examined  and  signed  by  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee, —  the  book  to  be  laid  before  the  Trustees  at 
their  regular  meetings.     The  Resident  Physician  was 
requested  to   keep  a  press  copy  of  his  official  corre- 
spondence, including  notices  to  relatives  and  friends 
of  deceased  patients. 
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Mr.  Dalton  made  a  commimication  from  Dr,  Henry 
r.  Bigelow,  presenting  to  the  Hospital  **  a  collection 
»f  instruments  lately  procured  by  hira  abroad,  which 
Ire  now  placed  in  new  cases  in  the  operating  theatre, 

an  aggregate  cost  of  about  three  thousand  two  hnn- 
lired  and  fifty  dollars ; "  also  giving  *'  the  further 
ims  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  of  five  hundred 
[dollai's,  the  income  of  the  former  to  be  used  exclu- 
[rively  for  the  purchase  of  surgical  instruments 
ciequircd  by  the  attending  surgeons,  not  including 
I*  apparatus,'  splints,  nor  general  appliances,  —  and 
tthe  latter  sum  to  be  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of 

free  bed  for  five  years."     It  was  voted  that  these 

[very  valuable  gifts  be  accepted  with  gratitude,  and 

that  Mr.  Dalton,  witli  the  Chairman,  be  requested  to 

'communicate  the  fact  of   their   grateful    acceptance 

[to    Dr.    Bigelow.      On  July  22,  ithe  resignation  by 

Miss  G»  W,  Mills  of  the  office  of  female  Supervisor 

of  the  Asylum  was  accepted ;  and  the  nomination  of 

Miss  Lucia  Woodward,  as  her   successorj  was   con- 

firmed.     An  expression  of  high  appreciation  of  her 

services,  and  a  testimonial  of  approbation,  were  voted 

to   Miss  Mills.     The  Committees  on  Free  Beds  and 

on   Repairs  were  requested  to  consider  and  report, 

respectively,    '^  on    the    advisability    of   preparing    a 

general  review  of  the  financial  wants  of  the  Hospital, 

with  a  view  of  appealing  to  the  public  for  cootrtbu* 
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tions  to  the  Free-bed  Fund,"  and  "what  new  build- 
ings and  improvements,  if  any,  are  desirable  at  the 
Asylum."  The  Vice-president,  Mr.  Thayer,  was 
added  to  the  latter  Committee. 

On  Aug.  5,  Dr.  Robert  Willard  resigned  his  office 
of  Physician  to  out-patients ;  and  his  resignation  was 
accepted.  On  Sept.  2,  the  Treasurer  announced  that 
he  had  received  from  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow  an 
additional  sum  of  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, making  the  whole  amount  of  his  donation  six 
thousand  dollars.     It  was  thereupon  voted,  — 

"  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  establish  the  Henry  J. 
Bigelow  Fund  in  the  sum  of  $1,750,  of  the  principal  of 
which  one  hundred  dollars  per  annurn,  for  five  years,  shall 
be  appropriated  for  Dr.  Bigelovv's  free  bed,  and  the  income  of 
which  shall  be  applied  annually  to  the  purchase  of  surgical 
instruments,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Surgeons  and 
Trustees." 

Dr.  Bigelow  having  suggested  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Surgeons  to  have  the  care  of 
the  surgical  instruments,  &c.,  it  was  — 

'^  Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  two  Surgeons  be  ap[)ointetl 
to  take  charge  of  the  surgical  instruments  recently  presented 
by  Dr.  Bigelow,  to  make  future  purchases  of  instrunieiu? 
from  the  income  of  funds  provided  for  such  purpose  by  Dr. 
l>igel()w,  and  to  make  such  rules  for  the  use  and  kecpinir '»' 
the  instruments  as  may  seem  to  said  Committee  to  be  boji." 
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Drs.  Bigelow  and  Hodges  were  made  such  a  Cora- 
ittee.     The   instruments  here    referred  to  niiike   a 
[)llectioii   in   itself  of  a  cuinoiis   and   strangely  fasci- 
nating interest.     They  are  of  an  amazing  ingenuity, 
iriety,  and  adaptation  ;    keen  of  temper,  brilliant  in 
alishj  mysterious  in   their  uses  to  any  but  experts, 
[and  exhibiting  with  great  irapressiveness  the  triumphs 
scientific   and  mechanical    skill.     Of  course  this 
jlmpression,  with  the  accompanying  associations  and 
feelings,  are  very  unlike  for  those  who  gaze  upon 
I  them  in  safe  security  and  those  on  whom  their  use 
lis  to  be  tested. 

A  legacy  from  the  late  Rev,  Un  S.  M,  Worcester 

(was  announced  to  the  Board  on  Oct  14,  making,  with 

le  amount  given  by  him  during  his  life,  the  sura  of 

Inineteen  hundred  dollars.     There  was  a  special  sig- 

ificance  in    the    gift    of    l)n    Worcester   from    his 

[slender  means,  as  a  token  of   his  gratitude  for  the 

dnd  care  which  his  wife  had  received  at  the  Asylum. 

Thanks  were  voted  to   Mr.  Walter   K.   Bigelow  for 

Hthe  manner  in  which  he  had  carried  out  the  wishes 

B4)f  Dr.  Worcester.     Ur,  Daniel  Hyslop  Hay  den  was 

■elected  a  Physician   to  out-patients,  in  place  of  Dr. 

Willard,  resigned. 
K      After   the   Board  had  given   a  full  and  deliberate 
consideration  to  the  subject,  with  the  help  of  a  Com- 
mittee and  a  knowledge  of  the  views  of  Dr.  Shaw 
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and  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  officers,  it  was  voted, 
on  Oct.  21,  to  establish  a  separate  ward  for  the  treat- 
ment of  patients  with  skin  diseases,  and  to  appoint 
Dr.  White  as  Physician  to  that  department ;  it  being 
understood  that  the  measure  was  but  an  experiment, 
and  the  appointment  but  temporary.  Rules  were 
adopted  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  vote, 
in  the  arrangements  of  the  room  designated,  and  the 
disposal  of  patients  of  either  sex.  The  resignation 
of  Dr.  White  as  a  Visiting  Physician  was  accepted, 
and  Dr.  Edward  B.  Dalton  was  chosen  in  his  place. 

On  Dec.  16,  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Swett  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  the  annual  report. 
Dr.  Calvin  Ellis  sent  in  his  resignation  of  the  office 
of  ''  Microscopist  and  Curator  of  the  Pathological 
Cabinet,"  and  the  Board  accepted  it.  On  Jan.  1-], 
1871,  the  Treasurer  announced  the  gift  of  J?*2(),00() 
to  the  Hospital  Free-bed  Fund  from  Mr.  John  L. 
Gardner,  whereupon  it  was  — 

"  Voted,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  Mr.  Gardner  the  thanks  of  the  Board  for  his  very  lihenil 
and  timely  gift ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  invest 
and  hold  the  same  as  the  'John  L.  Gardner  Free-bed 
Fund.'" 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held 
at  the  Hospital  Feb.  1,  1871  ;  and  the  first  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  Trustees  for  organization  was 
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held  on  Feb.  17.  It  appeared  that  the  only  change 
in  the  officers  of  the  Corporation  from  the  previous 
year  was  tliat  already  noticed  in  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Little,  and  the  appointment  of  G.  E.  Ellis  as  a 
Trustee.  The  Trustees  re-elected  the  same  Boards 
of  Consultation,  and  of  Visiting  Surgeons  and  Phy- 
icians,  save  that,  on  the  last  Board,  Dr.  E,  B.  Dalton 
took  the  place  of  Dr.  J»  C,  White,  resigned,  Div  D* 
H.  Hayden  takes  the  place  of  Dr.  R.  Willard,  as  a 
Physician  to  out-patients ;  Dr,  Reginald  H.  Fitz  takes 
the  place  of  Dr.  Calvin  Ellis,  as  Microscopist  and 
Cumtor  of  the  Pathological  Cabinet ;  the  other 
officers  of  the  Hospital  being  re-elected. 

The  report  for  1H70,  being  the  fifty-seventh,  notices 
Ihe  changes  hi  the  Board  of  Trustees  already  specified* 
The  Treasurer  congratulates  himself  and  the  Corpo- 
ration that  he  is  able  this  year  to  make  the  most  ftivor- 
iWe  statement  of  the  financial  iiffiiirs  of  the  institution 
vbich  it  has  been  in  his  power  to  present  since  he 
lad  filled  the  office,  —  he  was  elected  Feb.  18,  1859» 
Fhcj  income  of  the  property  had  exceeded  the  ex- 
^nses  of  the  two  departments  by  *tl)>l'^6  1**-  The 
%'erage  number  of  patients  at  the  Hospital  had  been 
.204;  weekly  cost  of  each  patient,  if  10.04.  Average 
umber  at  the  Asylum,  187;  weekly  cost  of  each, 
13.81.  The  dividends,  interest,  and  rent  amounted 
i^i8,334.18,  being  7.70  j'ier  cent  on  the  investments. 
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The  donations  and  legacies  received  during  the  year 
amounted  to  $49,074.85 ;  and,  after  the  Treasurer 
had  closed  his  accounts  and  before  he  had  made  his 
report,  accrued  the  gift  already  mentioned  of  $20,000 
from  Mr.  J.  L.  Gardner,  and  another  of  $1,000  frota 
Mr.  B.  T.  Keed.  The  lady  visitors  at  the  Hospital 
had  added  much  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the 
patients.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  had 
also  provided  for  them  dramatic  representations  and 
other  entertainments.  The  Committee  charged  with 
the  subject  had  reported  an  appeal  to  the  community 
for  increased  subscriptions  to  the  free-bed  fund, 
which  was  adopted.  The  Trustees  had  acted  upon 
the  subject  of  a  communication,  dated  Nov,  17,  from 
the  Surgeons,  expressing  their  views  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Hospital,  warming,  ventilation,  diet,  &c., 
and  asking  for  more  beds  for  the  Surgical  Depart- 
ment. The  temporary  and  experimental  measure  for 
the  treatment  of  skin  diseases  in  a  separate  ward  is 
referred  to.  Dr.  White  had  visited  during  the  year 
patients  by  such  diseases  2,045  times ;  the  nef 
patients  had  been  638  ;  the  specifications  of  ^ 
diseases  treated  w^ere  656.  There  had  been  treatal 
during  the  year  7,370  medical,  and  2,192  snrpd 
out-patients.  There  had  been  1,427  patients  in  ^ 
Hospital,  of  whom  958  were  free.  There  bad  bcefl 
under  treatment  at  the  Asylum  263  patients;  l** 
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Bmained  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Since  April,  Dr, 
Tyler  had  been  taken  from  his  duties  by  illness ;  and 
)r.  Whittemore,  with  hia  assistants,  had  borne  the 
ressure  of  responsibility.  Some  improvements  in 
lie  treatment  of  mental  disorder  had  been  verified 
iring  the  year,  and  the  vrell -established  principles 
id  methods  of  moral  treatment  had  received  new 
}nfirmation,  A  fund  had  been  contribnted  by  some 
jriends  of  the  Asylum  for  the  supply  of  amusements 
music  and  concerts.  Mrs.  vS,  Cabot,  of  Brookline, 
ad  sent  weekly  gifts  of  rare  flowers  dimng  the 
inter.  Other  ladies  had  participated  in  extending 
iese  favors.  Rev.  Mr.  Worcester  had  officiated 
most  acceptably  as  chaplain.  Dr.  A,  A.  Poiter^ 
appointed  Assistant  Physician  in  June,  had  accepta- 
bly performed  his  duties  till  ill-health  had  compelled 
him  to  resign  in  November,  when  Dr.  F.  A,  Stillings 
succeeded  him. 

It  was  with  profound  sympathy  and  deep  regret 
that  the  Trustees  learned  that  Dr.  Tyler's  health  and 
strength  were  not  fully  restored  by  the  leave  of  ab- 
sence that  had  been  granted  him.  They  received 
a  note  from  him  on  Feb.  17,  resigning  his  office  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Asylum.  The  subject  was 
referred  to  Messrs.  Rogers,  Eliot,  and  Bullard,  for 
consideration  and  report  The  election  of  officers 
for  the   Asylum  was    postponed.       Mr.   Rogers   was 
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re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Trustees,  designated  the  usual 
Committees.  The  *'  Benjamin  T.  Reed  Free-bed 
Fund"  was  established.  Three  dissertations  were 
presented  for  competition  for  the  Warren  Prize,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Board  for  exami- 
nation and  adjudication.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  on  March  3,  the  first  business  being  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  the  Asylum,  the  ballots  were  all 
cast  for  Dr.  Tyler  as  Superintendent ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whittle  being  re-chosen  Steward  and  Matron.  But 
the  hope  of  continuing  Dr.  Tyler  in  their  service  was 
at  once  precluded  by  the  following  report  of  resolu- 
tions proposed  by  Mr.  Rogers  for  the  Committee:  — 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Board,  after  due  consideration  of  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  in  the  case,  accept,  with  great 
reluctance,  the  resignation  tendered  them  by  Dr.  John  E. 
Tyler. 

"  Resolved^  That  Dr.  Tyler,  during  the  thirteen  yeare  i»f 
his  administration  of  the  Asylum,  has,  by  his  professional 
skill,  sound  judgment,  self-sacrificing  spirit,  and  conscientious 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  arduous  and  responsible  office, 
not  only  maintained  the  very  high  standard  of  excellence 
which  this  Institution  had  previously  attained  among  similar 
institutions  of  the  country ;  but,  by  his  courteous  manner?, 
well-balanced  temperament,  and  loving  heart,  has,  to  a  singu- 
lar degree,  won  the  esteem  and  affection  of  the  large  number 
of  patients  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  under  lii^ 
ciiarge ;    the  confidence    of  their    relatives   and   friends,  and 
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reject  of  the  public  at  large*  And  therefore  this  Board 
Jeein  it  their  duty  to  tender  to  hira,  in  behalf  of  the  Insti- 
tution, their  warmest  thanks  for  the  services  he  has  ren- 
dcTed  ;  their  deep  regret  at  tlie  circumstances  which  make  him 
unuhle,  at  present,  to  perform  the  duties  they  would  have 
Hp  gladly  continued  to  him  ;  and  their  sincere  wishes  and 
prayers  for  hi^i  speedy  and  complete  restoration  to  Iicahh 
and  usefulness/' 


^  Jieiiolved,  That  the  Board  is  unwilling  to  conclude  its 

EUoo  in  this  regard  without  noticing  the  valuable  voluntary 
rviccd  rendered  to  the  Institution  by  Mrs.  Tyler.  In  their 
belief,  by  her  good  judgment,  her  quick  sympathy  and  con- 
stant kind  attentions  and  care,  she  has  done  a  great  deal  to 
soothe  and  mitigate  the  sorrows  of  the  patients,  and  promote 
tlie  hap[aness  and  welfare  of  the  liousehohl ;  and  they  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  tender  to  her,  with  their  hearty  acknowl- 
edgments, their  personal  esteem  and  their  best  wishes." 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  resolutions  were 
adopted,  and  the  Secretai-y  was  directed  to  send  a 
copy  of  them  to  Dr.  Tyler.  Nor  was  this  the  only 
loss  the  Asylum  was  to  meet  with  in  this  emergency 
in  its  history.  Dr.  Whittemore  had  found  his  respon- 
sibilities so  arduous  as  to  impair  his  health,  and  he 
desired  also  to  go  abroad  for  professional  study.  A 
note  was  received  from  him  at  the  same  meeting 
resigning  his  office  of  Assistant  Physician*  The  same 
Committee  was  asked  to  consider  and  report  upon 
lis  subject.  Mr.  Beebe  w^as  added  to  the  Committee 
consider  and  report  upon  filling  the  office  of  Super- 
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intendent  at  the  Asylum.  Mr.  Dalton  was  requestec 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  subject  of  a  yearl; 
publication  of  important  medical  and  surgical  cases  a 
the  Hospital. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  Tyler,  on  March  11 
in  grateful  response  to  the  action  of  the  Board  at  it 
last  meeting. 

Mr.  Rogers,  for  the  Committee  on  the  resignatio 
of  Dr.  Whittemore,  presented  a  report,  reconimendin 
the  adoption  of  votes,  the  first  of  which  follow 
The  report  was  accepted,  the  votes  were  adoptee 
and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  send  a  copy  to  D 
Whittemore. 

"  Voted,  That  in  accepting  the  resignation  tendered  i 
them  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Whittemore,  Assistant  Physician  ar 
Apothecary  at  the  Asylum,  in  order  that  he  may  be  at  HI 
erty  to  pursue  the  general  practice  of  medicine,  and  to  tal 
place  on  the  first  of  July  next,  the  Board  desire  to  expre 
their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  he  has  pe 
formed  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  especially  would  thi 
recognize  and  commend  the  ease  and  readiness  with  which  I 
assumed,  in  addition  to  his  own,  the  duties  and  responsibii 
ties  thrown  upon  him  by  the  illness  of  the  Superintenden 
and  his  very  able,  wise,  and  faithful  conduct  of  them  sin^ 
the  first  of  April  last.  With  a  deep  sense  of  obligation 
Dr.  Whittemore  for  these  voluntarily  rendered  services,  ar 
a  high  appreciation  of  his  capacity  and  character,  the  Boa: 
beg  him  to  accept  their  best  wishes  for  his  future  happine 
and  success." 
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On  March  31,  Dr.  Whittemore  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged the  action  of  the  Board. 

An  effort  was  made  by  the  Trustees  on  April  14, 
by  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  to  secure  the 
removal  of  at  least  ten  incurable  female  patients  at 
the  Asylum,  who  could  be  removed  without  injury  to 
them.  It  was  known  and  well  understood  by  the 
Trustees,  in  their  constant  visits,  that  there  were 
such  patients  within  the  walls  whose  condition  was 
hopeless,  who  would  be  as  well  provided  for  in  some 
other  institutions,  who  would  not  suffer  from  a 
change  of  place  and  surroundings,  while,  as  coming 
perhaps  from  outside  the  State,  or  from  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  had  not  as  strong  a  claim  to  be 
retained  here  as  some  other  applicants  had  for  admis- 
sion who  were  necessarily  excluded  from  lack  of 
room.  The  Committee  engaged  the  most  earnest 
attention  and  effort  in  the  matter,  and  put  themselves 
in  correspondence  with  the  friends  of  the  patients 
under  consideration.  But  very  slender  results  fol- 
lowed of  the  nature  desired.  It  was  found  very 
difficult  in  any  case,  and  impossible  in  most  cases, 
to  induce  the  friends  of  such  patients  to  consent  to 
their  removal.  In  one  point  of  view  the  incidentiil 
measures  brought  into  action  called  out  gratifying 
evidence  of  the  high  consideration  in  which  the  Asy- 
lum was  held  by  the  parties  concerned,  and  of  their 
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full  confidence  in  and  grateful  appreciation  of  thfi 
kind  and  faithful  care  bestowed  upon  the  afBicUd 
objects  of  their  solicitude.  The  fact  is  a  strikinj 
comment  on  one  of  the  inconsiderate  impulatiool 
upon  institutions  like  this,  as  forcibly  or  unnecessaril 
detaining  patients  who  might  as  well  be  discharged 
The  Asylum  would  best  reward  the  hopes  and  laboi 
of  its  friends  by  receiTing  almost  exclusively  cur;ib 
patients,  and  by  discharging  them  on  the  earliest  di 
on  which  their  restoration  is  assured.  But  it  um 
meet  the  wishes  and  needs  of  the  community 
merciful  refuge  for  many  incurables. 

A  communication  was  received  by  the  Trustees, 
April  31,  from  Dr.  Hodges,  announcing  the  award 
the  Warren  Prize^  by  the  medical  board  of  the  H^ 
pital,  to  the  dissertation  on  *'  The  Physiologia 
Effects  of  the  Nitrate  of  Amyl/*  by  Dr.  Horatio  i 
Wood,  jun.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  Treasurer 
instructed  to  pay  the  writer  of  the  dissertation  tfi 
uniount  of  the  prize,  $388.  Dr.  Wood  was  pe 
mitted  to  take  a  copy  for  publication^  on  condition 
returning  the  original  manuscript  to  the  HospitJ 
and  iodicating  any  additions  he  might  make  as  t 
ha\nng  passed  under  the  eye  of  the  Prize  Commiite 

The  continued  encroachments  by  railroads  ilp< 
the  grounds  of  the  Asylum  had  now  resulted  in  col 
plctely    encircling    them    with    the    iron  tracks,  an 
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dividing  them  so   as  to  make  them  unavailable  and 
dangerous  for  the  uses  for  wliich  large  portions  of 
them  had  been  purchased.     The  Trustees  were  com- 
pelled to  admit  the  almost  proximate  necessity  of  a 
moval  of  the  institution  to  another  site*     The  pros- 
ct  of  this  necessity  also   prevented  the  Trustees 
IB  making  any  plans  or  large  outlays  for  improve- 
ents,  for  new  buildings,  or  even  for  repairs.     On 
pril  21,  the  Trustees  voted  that  Messrs,  Eliot,  Dal- 
in,  and  Ellis  be  a  Committee  to  make  such  inquiries 
they  deem  expedient  for  a  new  site  for  the  Asy- 
wm,   and  report  to  the  Board,     A  Committee  ''on 
mprovements    at    the   Asylum,"   which    had    been 
appointed  nearly  a  year  before,  was  discharged.     It 
was  voted,  on  May  5,  '*  That  the  Secretary  request 
ithe  Medical  Board  to  select  '  some  subject  in  phys- 
iology, surgery,  or  pathological  anatomy,'  which  may 
16  advertised   as   the  subject  for   the  next  Warren 
Prize,  if  approved  by  this  Board,''     At  this  meeting  a 
note  was  received  from  Mi\  Farnsworth,  announcing 
is   resignation  of  the  office  of  Trustee  ;  and  it  was 
voted  that  the  Chairman  communicate  to  Mr,  Earns- 
worth  the  appreciation  of  his  services  by  this  Board, 
The    Secretary    was    directed    to    communicate    this 
resignation  to  the  governor,  with  the  request  that  an 
appointment  be  made  to  fill  the  vacancy.    The  thanks 
of  the  Board  were  voted  to  Edward  Jackson,  Esq., 
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Treasurer,  for  a  donation  of  $450  from  the  Amateur 
Dramatic  Association,  of  Boston ;  and  to  Miss  Homer 
and  others,  trustees,  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  conveyed  to  this  institution  the  sum  of  $1,000, 
being  a  bequest  from  the  late  Sydney  Homer,  Esq. ; 
also  to  George  Gardner,  Esq.,  executor,  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  conveyed  to  this  institution  the 
sum  of  $2,000,  being  a  bequest  from  the  late  James 
Read,  Esq.  The  Treasurer  was  directed  to  establish 
the  James  Read  Fund,  in  the  amount  of  $2,000,  the 
income  of  which  shall  be  annually  appropriated,  one 
half  to  the  support  of  free  beds,  and  one  half  to  the 
Asylum.  On  May  29,  temporary  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  superintendence  of  the  Asylum  till  the 
existing  vacancy  should  be  filled.  Dr.  Hall  Curtis, 
on  June  2,  resigned  his  office  of  Physician  to  out- 
patients. His  resignation  was  accepted,  and  Dr. 
William  L.  Richardson  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  Hodges,  for 
the  Medical  Board,  informing  the  Trustees  that  that 
Board  had  passed  the  following  votes  :  — 

"  1st.  To  recommend  the  following  as  a  subject  for  the 
Warren  Prize  for  1874;  viz.,  'Experimental  Researches  on 
the  Elimination  of  Drugs  by  the  Mammary  Gland.' 

"  2d.  That  the  Trustees,  in  advertising  the  above,  or  anv 
other  subject,  be  requested  to  announce  that  no  person  con- 
nected with  the  ]Medical  Board  of  the  Hospital  is  to  ^^ 
regarded  as  a  competitor  for  the  Warren  Prize. 
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'^3«I,    That,  in  the  advertisement  of  a  subject  for  the  year 
l874t  the  Trustees  be  requested  to  give  notice  of  the  award 
of  this  years  prize,  for  the  infurmation  of  unsucceeaful  com- 
Ipetitors,  as  well  as  of  the  pui^lic  in  general, 

"4th.    That   the  Trustees   be  asked  to  confer  with  the 
[Prize   Committee,    Drs.    Minot,  Hodges,   Ellis,   Cabot,  and 
[Warren,   io   regard   to  the    choice    of   medical  journals,   iu 
rhich  the  subject  for  1874  should  be   advertised." 

This  communicatioLi  was  referred  to  the  Visiting 

Committee   with    fall    powers.      On   June    10,   the 

Joard  were  informed  that  Dr,  Ray,  of  Philadelphia, 

lad  consented  to  act  as  temporary  Superintendent  of 

le  Asylum,  until  that  office  could  be  permanently 

IfiUed.     On  June  30,  Mr.  Sweet,  for  the  Committee, 

[•reported    the   following  form   for  an  advertisement, 

[which  was  approved  :  — 

"Warren  Trieknial  Prize. 

■  The  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
jive  notice  that  the  first  Triennial  Prize  (amounting  to  $388) , 
rom  the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  Hospital  by  the  late  Dr-  J* 
Mason  Warren,  has  been  awarded  to  Horatio  C.  Wood,  jun*, 
M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  an  essay  on  *  Tlie  Physiological 
Action  of  Nitrate  of  AmyL'  The  next  Warren  Prize  will  be 
awarded  to  the  author  of  the  best  essay  considered  worthy  of 
a  prize  on  the  subject  of  '  Experimental  Eesearches  on  the 
Elimination  of  Drugs  by  the  Mammary  Glands,*  Each 
essay  should  be  accompanied  with  a  sealed  envelope  contain- 
ing the  author's  name  and  address,  and  be  transmitted  to  the 
Resident  Physician  of  the  Hospital  on  or  before  Feb.  1, 
1874." 
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The  Treasurer  was  requested  to  have  tiie  adver- 
tisement  inserted  in  the  *^  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal/'  the  "New  York  Medical  Eeooid," 
and  the  "  Philadelphia  American  Jcmmal  for  Medical 
Sciences." 

On  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Shaw,  it  was 
voted, — 

''That  the  article  and  tables  of  statistics  of  surgical 
operations  at  the  Hospital,  recently  pr^mred  by  Dr.  (%ad- 
wick,  be  published  in  the  *  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,'  with  an  edition  of  five  hundred  copies  for  distri- 
bution, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars." 

On  Oct.  13,  Mr.  Sogers,  for  the  CSonmiittee, 
recommended  Dr.  George  F.  Jelly  as  a  candidate  for 

the  office  of  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum.  The 
ballot  being  taken,  Dr.  Jelly  was  elected.  The  Chair- 
man was  requested  to  inform  him  of  his  appointment, 
and  his  salary  was  fixed  at  $3,000  per  annum.  The 
thanks  of  the  Board  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Isaac  Ray 
"  for  his  very  acceptable  services  during  the  last 
three  months,  as  temporary  Superintendent  of  the 
Asylum ; "  and  the  Treasurer  was  directed  to  send 
to  him  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  On  Oct 
20,  Dr.  Henry  P.  Quincy  was  elected  Artist  of  the 
Hospital.  The  Chairman  was  requested  to  confer 
with  the  Superintendent  relative  to  the  nomination 
of  two  Assistant  Physicians  of  the  Asylum,  and  to 


SKTN-DISEASE    WARD    CLOSED. 


66}) 


>nsider  the   appointraent   of  a  medical  student  to 
jjct   as    Assistant  Apothecary    without  salary.      Mr. 
imuel  D,  Warren  took  his  place   at  the  Board  on 
)ec,  1,  as  a  Trustee,  by  appointment  of  the  governor, 
iu  place  of  Mr,  Farnsworth,  resigned.     Dr.  John  E. 
Tyler  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
sultation, 

The  date  has  now  been  reached  at  which  it  was 
"proposed  that  this  summary  sketch  of  the  more  im- 
^portant  incidents  in  the  history  of  the  Hospital  for 
^Bie  last  score  of  years  should  close.  As,  however, 
^Between  the  writing  of  these  pages  and  their  passage 
^Birough  the  press  several  incidents  of  interest  have 
transpired,   a  brief   record   of   them   may  properly 

ibllow*  here. 
The  experiment  of  a  separate  ward  for  the  treat- 
Dent  of  patients  afflicted  with  skin  diseases,  though 
ij  no  means  unsuccessful  in  its  especial  results,  was 
egarded  by  the  Trustees  as  open  to  some  general 
objectionSj  and  was  discontinued  at  the  close  of  the 
Dr,  James  C.  White   had    on  his   own  part 
a   most  faithful  trial   of  the   experiment,  and 
devoted  to  it  his    skill  and   experience   in    his 
>ecialty.     He  continues  to  serve  the  institution    as 
leraist  and  Physician  to  patients  with  diseases  of 
]e  skin. 
>[unificent  additions  were   made  to  the  funds  of 
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the  institution  near  the  close  of  the  year.  Mr.  Jarae 
McGregor,  of  Boston,  sent  to  the  Treasurer  the  sui 
of  $10,000,  which  now  constitutes  the  "  McGreg( 
Fund,"  half  of  its  annual  proceeds  to  be  devoted 
the  Hospital  and  half  to  the  Asylum,  according 
the  wishes  of  the  donor.  The  executors  of  the  w: 
of  Miss  Nabby  Joy,  of  Boston,  in  the  exercise  of  tl 
discretion  according  to  which  she  had  directed  th 
they  should  appropriate  and  distribute  a  very  lar| 
sum  of  money  from  her  estate  among  various  objec 
of  benevolence,  put  themselves  in  communicatit 
with  the  Trustees  of  the  Hospital  in  reference  to 
proposed  donation  to  them.  At  the  meeting  of  t! 
Board  on  Dec.  15,  1871,  the  following  propositi* 
was  read :  — 

"  The  executors  of  the  will  of  Nabby  Joy  propose  to  ma 
to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  a  donation  of  $2' 
000,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  free  be( 
subject  to  the  payment  of  an  annuity  of  $500  for  the  ben( 

of during  his  life,  and  of  a  further  annuity  of  $200 

during  her  life  :  the  right  of  appointment  (subject 

the  rules  of  the  Hospital)  to  two  free  beds  to  be  in  the  63 
cutors  during  their  joint  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor. 

The  communication  was,  by  vote,  referred  to  t 
Chairman,  with  Mr.  Hale  and  the  Treasurer,  \vi 
authority  to  accept  the  offer  and  to  execute  t 
necessary  papers. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  staff  of  the  H( 
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Htol  for  1872,  the  Trustees  were  compelled  \Tith 
mch  regret  to  contemplate  a  change  in  its  leading 
ice  caused  by  the  resignation  of  its  incumbent. 
l>r,  Benjamin  ShnrtlefF  Shaw  had  been  elected  llesi- 
dent  Physician  at  the  Hospital  on  May  23,  185S. 
For  most  of  the  time  since  that  date  he  had  been  also 
Acting  Steward,  the  Trustees  finding  practical  advan- 
^s  in  the  union  of  the  two  oflSces  under  one  head, 
severe  domestic  affliction,  with  the  natural  weari- 
less incident  to  the  continuous  discharge  for  so  many 
^ears  of  such  confining  duties,  led  Dr.  Shaw,  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  1873,  to  tender  his  resignation  to 
the  Trustees,  He  asked  to  be  relieved  as  early  as 
^convenient  in  the  coming  autumn,  and  that  a  sue- 
"eessor  might  be  appointed  ready  to  take  his  place, 
LThe  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  May  3,  accepted 
■his  resignation,  and  instructed  the  Secretary  to 
■express  to  Dr.  Shaw  *'  their  grateful  appreciation  of 

Ibis    long,    assiduous,    and    valuable    services ;    their 
^gret  at  the  loss  this  institution  sustains  in  his  retire- 
ment, and  their  sympathy  with  him  and  Mrs.  Shaw 
in  their  recent  domestic  affliction." 
Dr.   Norton   Folsora  was  unanimously  elected    by 
the  Trustees  as  successor  of  Dr.  Shaw  as  Resident 
fPhysician  of  the  Hospital,  and  will  enter  upon  the 
[responsible  office  tliough   young  in  years,  yet  with 
Imuch  experience  hard  won  in  peace  and  war,  and 
with  many  favormg  auspices. 
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These  pages  close  at  a  critical  point  in  the  historj 
and  future  prospects  of  the  Asylum  at  Somerville 
The  spacious  edifices  which  have  gathered  b; 
enlargements,  and  the  erection  of  new  structure 
around  the  original  dwelling  purchased  by  the  Trus 

ta  tees,  even  with  all  the  ingenuity  and  skill,  and  al 

the  large  outlays  of  money  spent  upon  them,  havi 

(h  never  been  regarded  as  wholly  satisfactory  in  thai 

arrangements.  Successive  changes  have  had  to  cot 
form  their  qualified  improvements  to  defects  an 
to  previous  conditions  in  the  forms  and  positioi 
and  internal  structure  of  the  buildings  which  coul 
not  be  altered.  Mr.  Bowditch  has  well  said  of  som 
of  the  labyrinthian  passages,  above  and  below,  tha 
if  the  oldest  Trustee  were  left  in  them  without 
guide,  he  could  not  well  find  his  way  out  Still,  tli 
edifice  bears,  from  its  foundations  to  its  domes,  a  so 
of  history  of  the  course  of  the  wiser  science  and  th 
tenderer  humanity  which  have  gradually  been  brougl 
to  the  treatment  of  insanity.  Some  of  the  old  stronj 
rooms,  now  disused  except  for  the  autumn  stowaj 
of  fruits  and  farm  vegetables,  present  us  one  page  i 
that  history  which  we  are  all  glad  to  forget,  as  w 
mount  from  them  towards  the  domes,  through  th 
sunny  and  cheerful  apartments  lighted  by  their  ba; 
windows,  with  their  fountains,  flower-stands,  an 
aquaria.     It  is  safe  to  say  that,  rating  money  at  ii 
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irahiatiOQ  a  half-centur)'  ago,  structures  of  the  same 
ipacity,  and  with  far  ampler  conreriiences,  might 
be  erected  for  less  than  half  the  outlay  that  has  gone 
those  edifices.  In  the  mean  while,  steadily,  with 
le  successive  purchases  by  the  Trustees  of  new  acres 
}(  ground  around  the  Asylum,  their  intended  uses  as 
juiet  and  secluded  spaces  for  the  exercise  and  refresh- 
ment of  the  inmates  have  been  impaired  and  well-nigh 
prevented  by  the  encroachments  of  traffic,  with  its  noise 

ind  its  risks.     Those  spacious  and  beautiful  grounds, 
nth   their  fertile  soil  and  pleasant   undulations   of 
urface,  are  not  only  completely  encircled  by  rail- 
oads,  but  their  breadth  is  twice  cut  through  by  them* 
When  the  first  of  these  railroads  was  opened.  Dr. 
Bell,  then  in  charge  of  the  Asylum,  had  the  gravest 
ipprehensions  that  the  clatt"'  of  tlie  iron  wheels  and 
ic   shrieks  of  the  steam-whistle,  combining  them- 
elves  with  the  delusions  of  some  of  the  patients^ 
light  have  a  very  deplorable  influence  upon  them. 
)ut,  contrary  to  what  might  have  reasonably  been 
&ared,  very  limited,  if  any,  mischief  of  this  sort  hae 
?n  realized.     Yet  the  Trustees,  under  the  present 
audition  of  things,  have  been  brought  to  the  con- 
action  that  it  is  highly  desirable  for  them  to  find  a 
>w  site  for  the  Asylum.     It  has  been  slowly  and 
ritb  reluctance  that  they  have  come  to  this  con- 
lusmn.     They  have  realized  many  advantages  iu  the 
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present  location.  The  proximity  to  the  city  ha 
made  access  to  the  Asylum  very  convenient  to  th 
friends  of  patients,  so  large  a  portion  of  whom  ai 
from  the  immediate  neighborhood.  The  reference 
made  in  the  preceding  pages  to  the  abundant  r 
sources  of  relaxation  and  amusement  furnished  1 
the  patients  show  a  large  dependence  upon  the  oil 
II  for  making  them  convenient  and  varied.      But,  : 

fl  deciding  upon  a  change  of  site,  the  Trustees  ha^ 

hoped  that  it  may,  and  will  do  all  in  their  power 
insure   that  it   shall,  result  in  gain,  with  no  lot 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  institution.    Our  architeci 
1^1  mechanics,  and  builders  will  find  themselves  engag 

in  perhaps  the  most  exacting  demand  that  has  ey 
been  made  upon  their  skill,  ingenuity,  and  executi 
abilities,  in  meeting  the"vishes  and  purposes  of  t 
Trustees,  in  the  planning,  disposing,  and  complcti 
such  structures  as  will  be  desired  under  conditio 
that  must  be  combined  and  harmonized. 

As  to  the  questions  still  kept  under  discussion, 
not  always  judicious  or  discreet,  —  in  our  commun 
and  elsewhere,  relating  to  the  internal  discipli 
of  an  asylum,  and  the  mode  of  treatment  whi 
humanity  and  science  commend  as  best  for  t 
patients  and  most  satisfactory  to  their  friends, 
parties  to  these  questions  are  concerned  only  to  rea 
the  fair,  full  truth.     Putting  out  of  view,  as  a  mati 
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of  course,  the  differences  of  opinion.  —  not  to  say 
the  prejudices,  —  which  are  foand  to  influence  those 
whose  feelings  and  fiemcies  serve  them  in  place  of 
reflection,  experience,  and  candid,  intelligent  inquiry, 
there  may  yet  be  allowed  a  limited  range  still  left 
open  for  theoretical  and  practical  divergence  of  judg- 
ment on  some  of  the  subjects  involved  in  this  specialty. 
The  preceding  pages  furnish  abundant  evidence  of 
the  efforts  of  the  successive  Boards  of  Trustees  to  se- 
cure to  the  Asylum  the  services  of  the  ablest,  the  most 
accomplished,  and  the  most  devoted  men.  And  the 
series  of  Reports  of  the  Superintendents,  from  which 
summaries  have  been  sketched,  certify  to  the  quali- 
fications, the  fidelity,  and  the  self-consecrating  earnest- 
ness of  zeal  and  effort  which  they  have  given  to  their 
work.  Men,  in  whom  a  self-respecting  regard  for 
their  own  reputation,  and  a  conscientious  sense  of 
responsibility,  have  been  traits  so  evidently  prominent 
in  character  and  in  work  as  in  the  writei-s  of  those 
Reports,  are  not  likely  to  need  any  incentive  from 
the  community  to  quicken  them  in  the  search  for 
and  in  the  appreciation  of  any  new  methods  or 
appliances  for  the  advancement  of  their  scicMuu*. 
Those  who,  either  as  partially  recovered  ])aticntH, 
or  as  the  friends  of  patients,  criticise  the  manag(»iiicnt 
of  this  Asylum  in  a  querulous  or  distrustful  spirit, 
will    naturally   urge    the   objections,    which    iiiipro- 
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fessional  persons  encourage  each  other  m  repeating 
against  experts  and  functionaries  who  in  the  exercisi 
of  their  trusts  have  common  principles  for  thei 
guidance.  Such  officials  are  said  to  carry  their. pn 
fessional  rules  and  methods  into  a  rigid  and  ui 
yielding  application ;  to  become  formalists,  stiff  i 
their  prepossessions,  mechanical  in  their  theorie 
averse  to  changes,  and  mischievously  restrained  t 
an  esprit  du  corps^  which  makes  them  stoutly  coi 
servative,  as  they  follow  routine,  and  shut  their  eyt 
to  new  light.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who  ai 
thus  criticised  and  censured  turn  towards  their  que 
tioners  with  a  silent  or  an  avowed  remonstram 
at  the  presumption  which  so  positively  condemns  < 
distrusts,  without  due  qualifications  of  knowled< 
or  experience.  These  outside  critics  may  be  idealis 
or  theorists,  with  visionary  fancies  which  they  ther 
selves  would  have  to  abandon  as  impracticable 
they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  them 
trial.  These  theorists  and  idealists,  however,  a 
found  to  have  a  legitimate  and  sometimes  a  mc 
effective  influence  for  good  in  very  many  of  tl 
interests  of  society,  compelling  conservatism  and  pr 
fessional  and  official  routine  to  flow  with  the  strea 
of  progress.  Only  our  progressionists  sometimes  see 
to  forget  that  we  can,  from  almost  any  outlook,  s( 
into  spaces  where  there  is  no  foothold. 
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It  is  claimed  that  those  who  as  professional  experts 
have  had  the  oversight  of  the  insane  have  become,  in 
some  few  very  important  practical  principles  of  their 
science^  advocates  of  different  methods,  and  so  are 
now  divided  among  themselves.  Thus  we  are  told  of 
some  who  are  of  the  highest  repute  in  this  specialty 
who  disapprove  of  the  aggregation  of  patients  in  an 
asvlum^  and  prefer  the  distribution  of  them  over  a 
rural  village,  and  in  cottages  where  more  personal 
freedom  is  enjoyed,  while  still  the  necessarj^  over- 
sight, with  more  hopeful  curative  results,  may  be 
obtained.  Also  a  few  asylums  are  adduced  in  which 
**  the  moral  treatment "  is  very  different  in  some  im- 
portant respects,  and  in  which  likewise  no  forms  or 
modes  of  physical  restraint  whatever  are  employed ; 
id  much  less,  if  any,  of  the  restrictions  heretofore 
rasidered  necessary,  are  put  upon  interviews  and 
>rrespondence  of  patients  mth  their  friends.  The 
leged  differences  of  opinion  and  practice  on  these 
Mnts,  between  men  of  repute  and  experience  in  the 
lardianship  of  the  insane,  may  be  made  to  appear 
Uy  serious  when  stated  in  unqualified  terms  and 
)ught  into  strong  contrast.  If,  however,  a  search- 
ing, discriminating,  and  candid  inquiry  is  brought  to 
upon  the  facts,  we  discover  that  misunderstund- 
misrepresentation,  and  a  wrong  statement  or 
^loring  of  the  truth  greatly  perplex  the  issue.     lu- 
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deed,  considering  how  largely  our  age  is  characterize 
hy  individuality,  eccentricity,  and  the  love  of  novell 
in  theory  and  practice,  and  by  the  spirit  of  rivalry  i 
adapting  and  commending  institutions  to  the  caprice 
and  whims  of  patrons,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  thi 
there  is  so  general  an  accord  of  opinion  and  methc 
among  the  guardians  of  the  insane.  The  local  peci 
liarities  of  some  communities,  and  the  former  conditio 
and  habits  of  life  of  those  who  require  treatment,  mu 
be  taken  into  account  in  deciding  between  an  asylu 
like  our  own  and  the  village  system,  like  that  i 
Gheel,  for  instance.  Again,  there  are  two  asylums  i 
England,  in  which  it  is  professed  that  recourse  is  i 
no  case  had  to  physical  restraint  in  any  form  of 
which  confines  the  body  or  the  hands  or  arms  of 
patient,  in  the  bed  or  out  of  it,  so  as  to  interfere  i 
the  least  degree  with  the  free  exercise  of  the  liml 
within  the  walls  or  the  grounds  of  the  refuge  ;  ar 
thus  it  is  said  all  the  fretfulness  and  exasperatic 
which  excited  patients  feel  when  under  such  fette 
ings  is  saved  them.  But  there  is  no  satisfactoi 
statement  of  the  substitutes  for  physical  restraii 
which  are  relied  on.  Such  substitutes  there  must  be 
for  there  are  patients  who  would  exhaust  themselv( 
by  intensely  excited  muscular  activity,  and  who  woul 
never  occupy  a  bed  if  allowed  their  perfect  bo<ii] 
freedom.     The  substitutes  which  suggest  themselve 
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the  use  of  anaesthetics  and  drugs,  or  a  rec-ourse 
the  resti-aining  power  of  the  presence,  the  voice, 
i^szid  the  rausdes  of  an  attendant,  —  perhaps  of  more 
^l:ian  one  attendant.  It  is  not  for  the  writer  to  plead 
^  to  arbitrate  in  this  issue.  So  far  as  the  method 
d  practice  of  this  asylum  are  concerned,  it  may  be 
^^id,  that  all  of  its  successive  superintendents,  disap- 
l^Toving  the  use  of  drugs  for  subduing  excited  patients, 
^^nd  believing  that  a  sole  reliance  upon  the  muscular 
^^V)rce  of  an  attendant  would  be  either  impracticable 
^^T  otherwise  objectionable,  especially  as  being  most 
itating  and  offensive  to  the  jiatients,  have  reduced 
,e  use  of  physical  restraining  appliances  to  the 
inimum. 

A  portion  of  a  report  made  to  a  Committee  of  the 
rustees  by  Dr,  Jelly,  on  several  subjects  relating  to 
e  conduct  of  the  Asylum^  may  fitly  be  introduced 
ere :  — 


\  ^*  BeJitraint  ^^  used  in  M'Lmn  Astjlum  during  the  year  etnling  Dee, 
31,  1871. 

"The  varieties  of  restraint  used  are  the  'Camisole,*  or 
'Sleeves/  which  restrains  the  hands,  prevents  violence,  and 
elf-injury,  and  the  destruction  and  removal  of  clothing, 

'The  ■  Mittens,*  used  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  '  Cami- 
»le/  which  8imply  cover  the  hands  and  are  fastened  to  a 
tflt  which  {lasses  round  the  waist 

The  *  Wristers/  whicli  surround  the  wrists  only,  allowing 
free  use  to  the  hands,  but  heing  also  fastened  to  the  waist  by 
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a  belt,  prevent  the  wearer  from  striking.  This  form  i 
restraint  is  used  generally  on  men  who  are  watching  evei 
opportunity  to  strike  those  about  them. 

"  The  *  Bed  Straps/  by  which  a  person  is  confined  to  tl 
bed,  but  can  turn  on  his  or  her  side  and  move  up  and  dowi 
These  are  used  in  the  most  violent  cases  of  mania,  whe 
there  is  danger  of  exhaustion,  or  where  a  patient  will  n 
remain  in  bed  at  night ;  and  in  desperately  suicidal  case 
where  the  presence  of  an  attendant  in  the  room,  or  the  wea 
ing  of  a  camisole,  are  not  sufficient  precautions. 

^  In  suicidal  patients,  our  practice  differs  according  to  tl 
severity  of  the  paroxysms  of  suicide.  In  mild  cases,  t! 
presence  of  an  attendant  in  the  room,  sleeping  in  the  bed, 
in  a  cot,  or  on  a  lounge,  close  by,  is  considered  enough.  . 
more  severe  cases,  the  addition  of  a  camisole  is  necessar 
while  the  very  severest  forms  of  suicidal  melancholia  are  b 
safe  without  the  bed  straps. 

**  Where  persons  can  be  made  safe  without  restraint,  th 
are  always  made  so  by  the  presence  of  attendants  in  t 
room,  or  near  by,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  patient 
too  filthy  or  violent  to  make  it  proper  for  an  attendant 
sleep  in  tlie  room. 

"  In  addition  to  the  forms  of  restraint  already  mentione 
we  sometimes  use  a  chair,  for  violent  patients,  who  can 
allowed  to  sit  up,  but  who,  if  unrestrained,  throw  theniseh 
on  the  floor,  beat  their  heads  against  the  wall,  or  otherwi 
injure  themselves. 

"  The  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  the  officers  is  to  redu 
the  use  of  all  restraint  to  a  minimum,  to  use  it  only  for  t 
good  of  a  patient,  and  never  to  use  any  form  of  it  when  t 
presence  and  efforts  of  attendants  would  do  as  well. 

"No  attendant  is  allowed  to  put  any  restraint  upon 
patient,  either  day  or  night,  unless  by  the  order  of  one 
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!  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  extremeljr  rare  casest 
'Where  a  patient  is  siiddeDly  seized  with  a  severe  paroxysm  of 
violence,  rendering  him  or  her  dangerous  to  all  around,  as 
WeU  as  to  himself  or  herself.  In  such  cases,  if  an  attendant 
cannot  safely  leave  his  or  her  gallery  to  find  one  of  the 
officers,  he  or  she  is  allowed  to  put  on  a  camisole^  or  a  pair 
yf  mittens,  never  any  thing  more,  which  raust  be  reported  to 
)De  of  the  officers,  for  his  approval  or  disapproval,  at  the 
rery  earliest  moment  when  the  gallery  can  be  left.  The 
rhole  matter  of  the  use  of  restraint  is  carefully  watched  by 
'acli  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Asylum. 

'*  The  Night  Watchers  are  required  to  make  the  rounds  of 
he  house,  and  be  on  every  gallery  once  every  hour,  that  they 
oay  be  ready  to  help  any  one  who  may  need  it.  They  are 
'equired  to  look  into  tlie  rooms  of  suicidal  patients,  and  of 
;hose  w^ho  are  w^eak  and  feeble,  or  who  frequently  are  up  in 
he  night.  They  are  required  to  move  about  quietly,  and  to 
throw  the  light  of  their  lanterns  into  the  rooms,  but  not  upon 
the  face  of  the  patient.  They  look  into  only  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  rooms.  They  can  make  use  of  no  restraint, 
without  the  order  of  one  of  the  officers.  The  house  would  be 
tery  unsafe  without  Night  Watchers. 

'*  During  the  year  ending  Dec.  31 »  1871,  there  were  in 
the  Asylum    258  persons.      The  following   were    the   uses 

K'espectively,  of 
THE   CilHISOLC. 

*or  violence 2 

'o  prevent  suicide 7  (at  night). 

'o  prevent  removiiifr  clothing 4 

'o  prevent  Jielf-abuse       *     .     .     . 3  (at  night). 

16 
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mTTENS. 

To  prevent  remoTing  dothiog 2 

To  preveot  suicide      •    •    • •    •    8(atii^] 

5 

WSI8TBB8. 

To  prevent  striking    •    .    •    • 5 

THB  OHAIB. 

To  prevent  injury  to  self  and  exhaustion    •    •    .    •    8 

BXD  8TBAP8. 

To  keep  in  bed  and  prevent  exhaustion  (at  n^ht 
only) 11 

To  prevent  violence  and  exhaustion  (during  day  and 

night) 15  . 

To  prevent  suicide 6 

**  Making  a  total  of  61,  out  of  253  persons,  who  wereuml 
restraint,  either  twenty-four  hours  or  one  night  at  le» 
during  1871. 

*^  This  includes  all  the  habitual  restraint.  Occasionally 
patient  wears  the  camisole  or  mittens^  for  an  hour  or  ti 
only,  on  account  of  some  special  outburst  of  violence,  wbi 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  records. 

*"  George  F.  Jellt 

As  to  the  restriction  upon  interviews  with  frien< 
of  patients  from  outside  the  Asylum,  who  might  wis 
to  see  their  condition  and  their  apartments,  popali 
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ijodices  have  often  gone  the  length  of  assuming 
It  our  gentle  and  wise  Superintendents  exercise  the 
Actions  of  those  who  have  prisoners  of  State  or 
ivicts  under  their  charge,  with  whom  they  can 
litively  prohibit  all  intercourse.  It  is  enough  to 
f  that  no  such  prerogative  is  granted  or  exercised  at 
I  Asylum  to  or  by  those  who  have  the  oversight  of 
\  Recently,  of  the  whole  number  of  patients  in  the 
^lum,  —  being  I6T5  —  the  friends  of  142  of  them 
nld  and  did  ^isit  them  at  their  pleasure.  Of  coui'se, 
3  friends  of  the  chronic  demented  very  rarely  wish 
see  them.  Only  25  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
tients  were  pronounced  by  the  Superintendent  as  in 
condition  to  render  visits  from  friends,  for  the  time, 
advisable.  In  no  single  case,  and  under  no  cir- 
(nstances,  is  the  nearest  friend  or  guardian,  having 
jiBonal  rights,  precluded  from  an  interview  with  a 
lent,  or  prevented  from  removing  him  or  her  at 
ksure.  Of  course  there  are  cases  in  which  in  the 
Ircise  of  his  judgment,  and  as  a  prime  condition  of 
.qualification  for  his  high  trust,  the  Superintendent 
1  strongly  advise,  perhaps  remonstrate,  against 
iwing  an  interview  between  a  patient  and  one  who 
I  a  right  to  ask  for  it.  The  Superintendent  will 
jly,  perhaps  earnestly,  give  reasons  for  objecting 
it  He  will  speak  from  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
li  case,  and  his  experience  of  many  cases.      He 
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will  say  that  interviews  with  friends,  under  this  or 
like  circumstances,  are  purely  harmful ;  renewing  and 
intensifying  the  force  of  delusions,  reconnecting  the 
chain  of  morbid  associations  which  it  is  his  object 
permanently  to  break,  arousing  discontent,  ensuring 
a  period  of  excitement  with  sleepless  and  wretched 
nights,  and  perhaps  stirring  a  suicidal  impulse.    If 
the  friend,  after  listening  to  this  kind  and  wise  sug- 
gestion, is  not  convinced  by  it  so  as  to  comply  with 
it,  the  way  is  freely  opened  to  an  interview  with  the 
patient,  the  friend  assuming  the  responsibility  for  the 
consequences.     After  like  advice  and  remonstrances 
on  the  part  of  the  Superintendent,  and  similar  per- 
sistency  of  friends,  patients   partially  recovered,  or 
with    a   prospect   of   restoration,    may    be    removed, 
though  to  their  sure  injury.     There  are  always  more 
applicants  than  can  be  received ;  and  the  gratification 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  Asylum  is  the  highest  only 
when  a  new  patient  can  be  admitted  to  fill  the  place 
of  one  discharged  perfectly  well. 

As  to  the  restriction  upon  the  correspondence  be- 
tween patients  and  friends  outside,  there  is  raisap 
prehension  here,  also,  which  is  made  to  exaggerate 
popular  prejudice.  The  figures  on  this  point  will  be 
most  satisfactory.  On  the  28th  of  May,  1872,  there 
were  in  the  McLean  Asylum  as  patients  77  males  and 
101  females,  in  all  178;  of  these,  53  males  and  60 
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[lales,  in  all  113,  never  wish  to  write;  21  males 
34  females,  in  all  55,  write  when  they  wish,  and 

me  letters,  —  more  than  half  of  these  not  having 
correspondence  subject  to  any  prudential  over- 
^ht  whatever.  Of  those  from  whom  the  means  of 
fcrespondence  are  withheld,  there  are  but  3  mules 
nd  7  females,  in  all  10.  The  restriction  in  these 
fcy  few  cases  is  imposed  for  one  or  both  of  the  two 
Snicient  reasons,  either  that  it  would  harm  the 
atient  for  whom  there  is  hope  of  cure  to  yield  to 
IP  excitement  of  putting  delusions  and  fancies  upon 
■per,  or  that  the  morbid  communications  which  they 
light  write  would  be  misleading  and  haiTowing  to 
riends.  Reasons  there  are  also,  in  sonie  of  these 
Bses,  for  leading  the  friends  of  patients  to  enjoin 
Ktreme  caution  on  the  officers  of  the  Asylum  as  to 
he  exchange  of  letters  with  objectionable  corre- 
Pendents,  while  they  are  also  earnestly  desirous  that 
io  letters  from  the  patients  be  written  to  themselves, 
|If,  as  has  been  above  intimated,  there  is  a  limited 
je  for  difference  of  judgment  among  professional 

>erts  still  left  open,  as  to  principles  and  methods 

general  or  special  application,  there  are  abundant 
nd  well-adapted  means  now  in  use,  through  conven- 
ions  and  journals,  by  which  the  Superintendents  of 
iLsylums  can  instruct  each  other. 
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history  of  the  Hospital,  have  been  composed  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  wish  expressed  by  the  Trus- 
tees in  their  vote.     The  interest  of  them,  limited  by 
the  object  had  in  view,  will  of  course  be  very  small, 
and  of  no  account  whatever  to  a  general  reader.    Far 
different  in  tone  and  contents,  in  tenor  and  in  impies- 
siveness,  would  be  a  work  that  might  be  written,  conr 
ceming  either  the  Hospital  or  the  Asylum,  which 
should  be  engaged  with  the  aspects  and  experiences 
of  human  life,  the  incidents  of  personal  history,  the 
secrets  and  the  revelations  of  character,  discipline, 
sorrow,  stem  suffering,  and   the   precious  resources 
of  patience,  fortitude,  and   submission,  —  the  inner 
wealth  of  human  spirits,  —  that  have   been  known 
within  those  walls.     It  has  not  been  a  pleasant  task 
to  the  writer  to  recognize  only  as  matters  of  routine 
business  for  committees  and  votes,  the  oversight  of 
interests  which  come  so  tenderly,   often  so  harrow- 
ingly,  within  the  sacred  privacy  of  the  wards   and 
galleries  of  these  refuges  of   human    suffering  and 
woe.      Neither,   on   the  other  hand,   would  it  have 
been  an  engaging  task  for  the  writer  to  prepare,  nor 
would  readers  be  profited  by  the  perusal  of,  pages 
which   should  furnish  details  of   these  inner  expe- 
riences.     Only  holy  sympathy  and  a  power  to  min- 
ister to  and  relieve  the  maladies  of  humanity  in  soul 
or  body  —  sympathy  and   power  like   those   of  the 
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Ejat  Physician  —  can  wisely  or  healthfully  be 
aught  into  contact  with,  or  even  into  the  contem- 
Rtion  of,  those  varied  human  woes.  As  I  write 
Bse  pages,  I  have  before  me  on  the  wall  a  most 
ictive  picture,  the  groupings  of  which  are  sug- 
Btive  of  the  partition  between  the  different  classes 
sufferers  engaging  my  thought  as  I  make  ray 
jular  visits,  as  a  Trustee,  to  the  Hospital  or  the 
flum.  It  is  a  copy  of  Ary  Scheffer's  picture  of 
[Christus  Consolator,"  Christ  the  Consoler.  The 
ipture  sentence  whicli  it  illustrates  is  this :  **  He 
ith  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach 
pliverance  to  the  captives."  The  artist  has  grouped 
two  classes  the  forms  of  all  the  varied  sufferers 
by  disease  and  wrong  and  sorrow,  through  all  the 
maladies  of  mind  and  body ;  while  the  Saviour,  the 
central  figure  to  whom  they  all  turn,  minis te is  to 
them  all.  The  retinue  which  He  drew  around  him 
- — a  following  such  as  no  other  King  or  Prince  ever 
coveted  or  won — ^is  described  as  composed  of  '*  all 
sick  people  that  were  taken  with  divers  diseases  and 
torments,  and  those  which  were  possessed  with  devils, 
and  those  which  were  lunatick."  They  who  can 
help  or  comfort,  with  the  hand  or  the  heart,  any  such 
sufferers,  have  the  right  of  access  to  them.  But  any 
details  or  particular  relations  drawn  out  on  the  printed 
page  w^ould  be  simply  disti'essing  to  uU  to  whom  they 
would  not  be  hardening. 
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It  is  enough  for  us  to  have  the  assurance  that,  in 
both  Hospital  and  Asylum,  the  highest  appliances  of 
science  and  the  gentlest  ministrations  of  a  refined 
humanity  are  engaged  for  each  human  malady  as  if  it 
were  a  case  by  itself.     When  we  read  in  our  daily 
papers  of  some  accident  or  shocking  disaster  on  the 
highways,  or  the  wharves,  or  in  a  dwelling,  and  are 
informed  that  the  victim  "  was  taken  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,"  we  need  not  send  our 
imagination  there  to  fashion  the  scene  that  follows. 
It  is  a  satisfaction  for  us  to  know  that,  by  day  and 
night,  there  are  always  ready  there  the  services  of 
physician  and  surgeon,  watchman,  nurse,  and  attend- 
ant, with  all  appliances  of  science  and  curious  skill 
to  restore  or  relieve.     When  we  are  reminded  of  the 
many  cases  of  complicated  disease,  congenital  mal- 
formations, disabling  or  malignant  in  their  character, 
which,  after  having  baffled  for  a  long  time  the  re- 
sources of  country  practitioners,  are  at  last  brought 
from  far  distances   to  the  Hospital,  that  the  expert, 
whose  skill   is   divided   between   his   brain   and  his 
almost  intelligent  instruments,  may  engage  it  in  their 
behalf,  we  need  intrude  no  farther.     Yet  the  reserve 
which  then  becomes  wise  for  us  cannot  but  enhance 
the  grateful  feeling,  ever  to  be  associated  with  the 
walls  of  that  Hospital  so  long  as  they  shall  stand, 
that  within  them  was  first  tried  and  verified  the  harm- 
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fiiess  and  the  potency  of  the  ana?sthetic  agent  in 
bring  the  painlessness  of  the  most  fearful  pro- 
les of  the  surgeon's  knife.  The  shrinkings  and 
juivers  which  were  almost  equally  distressing  in 
stages  of  apprehension  and  reality  have  yielded 
erfect  obliviousness  or  to  sweet  dreams  and  ns- 
The  mechanical  devices,  in  bed  and  chair, 
^.regulations  of  diet,  the  skilled  nursings,  the  dis- 
|on  exercised  in  the  employment  of  drugs  and 
icines,  the  perfection  reached  in  the  construction 
I  use  of  surgical  instruments,  the  exacting  disci- 
secured  by  minute  rules  and  by  the  requisitions 
record,  and  above  all  the  absolute  immunity^ 
t  all  the  risks  of  quackery  and  irresponsible  prac- 
'j^' —  these  are  but  a  few  of  the  more  ob\dous  pri\^- 
p  in  which  the  patients  of  the  Hospital  have 
equal  and  impartial  shares.  What  those  privi- 
are  to  the  poor,  to  those  whose  only  home  is 
irret  or  the  tenement  house,  whose  only  attend- 
there  w^ould  be  those  as  poof  and  almost  as 
nent  as  themselves,  it  needs  no  display  of  con- 
ibr  making  the  estimate.  But  the  cases  are 
feroiis  —  indeed  the  list  of  them  begins  with  the 
iing  of  the  Hospital  and  continues  to  this  day  —  in 
^  the  rich  and  well-befriended  have  been  brought 
4  luxurious  homes,  to  have  their  full  share  in  the 
ileges  of  the  institution, —  its  quiet,  its  internal  dis- 
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cipline,  its  appliances  and  resources,  its  ever-presen 
ministrations  of  skill  and  experience.  Among  thos 
informed  on  the  subject  it  is  very  well  understoo 
that,  if  a  stranger  in  the  city  from  any  part  of  th 
country,  or  from  abroad,  however  wealthy,  refined,  ( 
delicate,  should  be  disabled  by  accident  or  serioi 
disease,  he  would  do  well  to  exchange  his  apartmen 
in  one  of  our  best  appointed  hotels  for  a  private  roo 
in  the  Hospital.  There  have  been  instances  enoug 
so  satisfactory  too  in  their  results,  in  which  this  c 
change  has  been  made,  to  warrant  the  above  ass( 
tion,  without  a  qualification.  Indeed,  the  records 
the  Trustees  and  of  the  Treasurer  bear  witness  to  t 
munificent  gifts  which  have  accrued  to  the  Hospi 
from  the  grateful  returns  of  such  patients. 

Among  the  crude  and  popular,  perhaps  natur 
expressions  of  distrust  and  opposition  to  the  fi 
planning  and  the  supposed  subsequent  administrati 
of  the  Hospital,  this  was  prominent,  —  namely,  tl 
poor  patients  were  to  be  enticed  within  its  walls  tl 
they  might  be  made  the  subjects  of  experiments 
surgical  processes  or  in  the  trial  of  drugs,  chemicii 
and  medicines ;  so  that  this  gratuitous  practice  mif 
fit  a  few  young  doctors  and  surgeons  for  safer  a 
well-remunerated  professional  work  for  the  rich 
their  luxurious  chambers.  Now,  it  may  be  m 
emphatically   affirmed,  that  one   of   the    paramoi 
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objects  had  in  view,  as  prompting  the  establishment 
the  Hospital,  was  that  by  its  agency  the  poor  and 
ifriended  might  be  secured  from  those  very  outrages, 
•  to  which  they  were  exposed  outside  of  it  to  an  ex- 
it and  at  a  cost  to  them  far  beyond  what  any  of 
iem  reahzed.     It  needs  only  that  one  should  cast 
jljs  eyes  over  the  newspapers  which  circulate  most 
long  the   poor,  the    ignorant,   and   unfriended,  to 
ftarn  from  their  advertisements  what  appliances  are 
Fered  them  for  self-treatment,  and  what  sort  of  pro- 
ssional    aid  is  commended  to    them.     Indeed,  the 
to^pital,  if  it  had  no  other  claim  for  regard  and  con- 
iileration,  might  udvunce  a  most  substantial  one  on 
be  score  of  its  quiet  and  most  effective  discounte- 
ince  of  quackery  and  empiricism,  and  those  euor- 
lus  and  villanous  outrages  which  are  practised  by 
larlatans  on  the  ignorant  and  the  credulous. 
Nor  is  there  a  shadow  of  reason  in  the  allegation  that, 
len  it  is  affirmed  that  science  and  humanity  preside 
rer  the  administration  of  the  Hospital,  the  service 
j^nce  consists  in  putting  disease  and  the  opera- 
!>M  which  it  requires  into  subserviency  to  a  Medical 
Dbool,  for  the  training  of  classes  of  young  pupils  in 
»dicjne  and  surgery.     Those  who  preside  over  the 
iting  theatre^  and  make  its  necessary  processes 
'means  of  education  for  their  successoi's,  do  not 
the  indorsement  of  any  outside  testimony  to  the 
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spirit  and  method  of  their  exercises.  Delicacy,  te 
demess,  prudential  reserve,  and  all  the  refinements 
professional  propriety  and  courtesy  may  be  taken  f 
granted  there.  Meanwhile,  if  it  were  possible 
look  at  surgical  operations  abstractly,  as  performi 
on  insensate  materials,  —  as  indeed  the  antesthei 
agent  ensures  that  they  are  substantially,  —  it  woi] 
be  difficult  to  define  a  more  effective  condition  i 
their  delicate  and  perfect  performance  than  is  fou 
in  the  presence  of  a  group  of  keenly  inquisitive  \ 
pils.  It  may  be  believed  that,  if  a  comparison  we 
instituted  between  the  clinical  and  surgical  practie 
of  the  best  appointed  hospitals  and  those  in  t 
chambers  of  private  homes  for  any  class  of  peep 
the  comparison  would  at  no  point  be  unfavorable 
the  former  as  to  all  the  most  desirable  conditions 
skill,  tenderness,  consideration,  and  the  prospect 
benefit  in  relief  or  cure. 

In  closing  the  work  required  of  him,  the  writer  w 
indulge  himself  in  expressing,  in  brief  and  sim{ 
terms,  three  most  pleasing  impressions  which  the  stu 
of  the  records  in  his  hands  has  wrought  in  his  mir 
First  comes  that  grateful  sense  of  the  wisely  guid 
and  instructed  spirit  of  sympathetic  benevolence,  co 
siderate  generosity,  and  munificent  liberality  in  o 
immediate  community,  by  which,  from  the  first  pi 
posal  of  its  objects  to  the  present  day,  persons  of  £ 
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lasses  among  us  as  regards  means,  position,  and  cul- 
?,  have  founded  and  endowed  this  institution.  Its 
iuence  comes  from  the  transfer  to  its  treasury  of 
le  wealth  of  many  kind  and  Christian  hearts.  Never 
is  an  appeal  been  made  in  vain  in  its  behalf.  The 
>otings-up  of  the  specific  contributions  received  have 
Iways  exceeded  the  amcamts  asked  for*  ''  Father 
'aylor/'  the  eminent  sailor-preacher,  —  himself  for 
lis  own  sake  and  for  his  cause  u  large  sharer  in  the 
benevolence  Avhich  he  extolled,  —  while  once  thrilling 
a  large  audience  on  a  charitable  occasion  with  his 
?rvid,  glowing,  and  unartistic  eloquence,  not  only 
lost  his  nominative  case/*  but  became  hopelessly 
ivolved  in  his  figures  of  speech  and  flight  of 
letoric.  Knowing  that  he  ought  to  close,  and 
Deing  no  other  way  out  of  his  evident  embarrass- 
lent,  he  brought  his  hand  down  with  a  heavy  blow, 
knd  abruptly  turning  to  the  chairman,  Justice  Story, 
pid,  ^'  Tlie  truth  is,  Mr,  President,  the  Lord  has  only 
le  Boston,  and  we  live  in  it'* 

A  second  impression,  of  an  equally  grateful  char- 
Bter,  realized  from  the  review  of  our  records,  is  that 
of  the  free,  unpaid  daily  service,  continued  ou  for 
Mig  years,  which  the  institution  has  received  from 
le  most  accomplished,  the  most  eminent,  and  the 
lost  honored  and  beloved  professionul  men,  physi- 
ians  and  surgeons,  in  this  community.    Practitioners, 
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whose  ability  and  repute  made  their  labors  most  en* 
grossing  and  their  time  most  valuable  to  them^  haw 
put  the  claims  of  this  institution  foremost  in  t\m 
regard.  They  gave  to  it  themselves  while  they  livedo 
and  left  to  it  their  blessing,  the  memory  and  influence 
of  their  devotion,  and  their  pecuniary  aid* 

And,  last  of  all,  the  writer  must  add,  that,  as  he 
read  the  records  before  him,  mth  the  filed  reports 
documents  to  which  they  refer,  he  has  been  profoiindi 
impressed  by  the  dignity,  the  respectful  consideratkll 
and  the  perfect  courtesy  of  feeling,  intercourse, 
business  which  have  characterized  the  relations  be- 
tvveen  the  Trustees  and  the  Officers  of  the  Institution 
Delicate  questions  have  arisen ;  some  matters  of  pft 
rogative,  precedency,  and  authority,  have  require 
attention.  But  there  never  has  been  a  personi 
issue.  Frankness,  kindness,  and  mutual  regatf 
which  are  themselves  forms  and  qualities  of  justii 
have  uniformly  prevailed  here. 

To  the  residents  in  this  immediate  commumty,  * 

names  of  those  who  for  so  long  a  series  of  years  haf 

successively  served  as  Trustees  of  this  institution 

make  it  unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  as  to  their  claia 

to  confidence  and  respect,  for  the  services  they  ha^ 

L    rendered.     It  will  have  been  noticed  very  rarely  i 

I    the  preceding  pages  that  the  election  as  a  Trust© 

I    has  been  followed  by  the  declination  of  one  so  choeai 
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to  serve.  Considering  >vbat  sort  of  men  have  been 
elected,  and  from  what  ranges  of  life  they  come,  the 
wonder  is  that  the  Hospital  bears  on  its  records,  often 
for  a  considerable  series  of  years,  the  names  which 
are  found  upon  them.  Occasionally  those  names  are 
>f  professional  men  of  the  highest  standing*  For  the 
post  part,  however,  they  are  the  names  of  men  in 
;he  full  \igoT  of  life,  pursuing  actively  the  higher  and 
DOst  engrossing  tasks  of  business,  managing  large 
rusts,  and  guiding  the  enterprise  of  the  community. 
The  regular  meetings  of  the  Trustees  are  held  at  the 
Hospital  on  alternate  weeks.  Quarterly  meetings, 
for  the  examination  of  accounts  and  for  receiving  the 
feports  of  officers,  are  held  at  the  Asylum.  Two  of 
ic  Trustees,  each  of  them  changing  his  colleague 

m  month  to  month,  so  that  each  serves  for  two 
fnccessive  months,  visit  the  Asylum  every  Tuesday, 
bd  the  Hospital  eyerj  Friday ;  seeing  every  patient 
md  every  apartment,  examining  the  entries  on  the 
ecords  of  each  admission,  fixing  the  price  of  board 
rding  to  circumstances,  disposing  temporarily  of 

y  question  of  interest  that  presents  itself,  and  then 
ing  and  signing  their  report  upon  the  ledgers. 

le  Trustees  are  likewise  distributed  into  Standing 

mmittees-  on  Finance,  on  Accounts,  on  Free  Beds, 
the  Book  of  Donations,  on  the  Warren  Fund  and 

brary,  and  on  Repairs.     That  gentlemen,  most  of 
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whom  might  plead  the  engrossment  of  their  o^ 
private  affairs  or  business  agencies,  have  been  foui 
from  year  to  year  to  give  their  time  and  the  indors 
ment  of  their  reputation  to  these  exacting  tasks,  is 
be  regarded  simply  as  a  tribute  paid  by  them  to  tt 
cause  of  humanity  as  represented  by  the  Hospital. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  LIST 


OFFICERS     OF     THE     HOSPITAL. 


PRESIDENTS. 


m  Appleton from  1844  ....  to  1862. 

i  Hooper from  1802  ....  to  186S. 

•d  Wigglesworth      .     .     .  from  18G9  ....  to 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

i  Hooper from  1850  ....  to  l«o6. 

liel  I.  Bowditch      .     .     .  from  ISoG  ....  to  18G2. 

d  Wigglesworth      .     .     .  from  1862  ....  to  1869. 

liel  Thayer from  1869  ....  to 


TUEASUHEKS. 

Andrews from  18^3  o     ....     to  1859. 

mas  Stevenson   ....     from  1859     ....     to 


SECRETARIES. 

5  Morton,  jiin. 

.     .     .     .     from  1842     .     . 

.     .•  to  1859, 

^  B.Hall      . 

.     .     .     .     from  1859     .     . 

.     .     to  1865. 

11  S.  Dexter  . 

.     .   for  1865, 

IS  B.  Hall      .     . 

.     .     .     .     from  1866     .     . 

to 

88 

698 


OFFICBBS  OF  THB   HOBFITAL. 


TRUSTEES. 

Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch     .    •    .  from 

Thomas  Lamb from  '. 

George  M.  Dexter from 

Francis  C  Lowell from 

Henr J  B.  Rogers from 

Edward  Wigglesworth     .    .    •  from 

J.  Thomas  Stevenson  .    .    .    •  from 

Charles  H.  Mills from 

Amos  A.  Lawrence     .    •    •    .  from 

William  S.  Bullard      ....  from 

6.  Howland  Shaw from  : 

William  J.  Dale from 

John  P.  Bigelow from 

ChHrles  H.  Warren     ....  from 

Robert  M.  Mason from 

Henry  M.  Holbrook     ....  from 

James  B.  Bradlee from 

William  D.  Gre«nough     .     .     .  from 

John  Lowell from 

Abbott  Lawrence from 

Nathaniel  H.  Emmons     .     .     .  from 

George  Higginson from 

Marcus  Morton,  jun from 

Martin  Brimmer from 

James  M.  Beebe from 

J.  Amory  Davis from 

Samuel  G.  Howe from 

James  C.  Wild from 

Harrison  Ritchie from 

Henry  A.  Whitney from 

Charles  S.  Storrow      ....  from 

Charles  H.  Dal  ton from 

Samuel  Eliot from 

James  L.  Little from 


1837 

.      .      tDl8 

1839 

.    .    tol8 

1839 

.    .    tol8 

1839 

.    .    tol8 

1839 

.    .    to 

1844 

.    .    tol8 

1846 

.    .    tol8 

1848 

.    .    tol8 

1848 

.    .    tola 

1849 

.    .    tol8 

1850 

.    .    tol8 

1851  to  1862,  and  for  18 

1852  to  1855,  and  for  18 

1853 

.    .    tol8 

1854 

.    .    to  18 

1855 

.    .    tola 

1856 

.    to  18 

1856 

.     .     to  18 

1857 

.     to  18 

1858 

.     to  18. 

1859 

.     to  18< 

1859 

.     to 

1859 

.     to  18< 

18G0 

.     to  18( 

1800 

.     to 

1861 

.     tol8( 

1861 

:  to 

1862 

.     ioW 

1863 

.     to  I8f 

18G3 

.     to  l^t^ 

1865 

.     to  187 

1866 

.     to 

1866 

.     to 

1866 

.     to  187 
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arnsworth from  1867 

d  D wight from  1868 

I  S.  Hale from  1870 

W.  Swett from  1870 

E.  Ellis from  1871 

ID.  Warren      ....  from  1871 

P.  Kidder from  1872 


to  1872. 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 


CHAIRMEN   OF   THE    TRUSTEES. 

liel  I.  Bowditch      .     .     .     from  1850     ..  . 

B.  Rogers from  1856     .     .  . 

SUPERINTENDENTS   OF   HOSPITAL. 

d  Girdler from  1845     .     .  . 

[)iii  S.  Shaw from  IS'iS     .     .  . 

I  Folsom  elected  May  3,  1872. 


to  1850. 
to 


to  1858. 
to  1872. 


PHYSICIANS   OF  ASYLUM. 

V.  Bell  from  183G  to  1856,  and  temporarily  for  1857. 
zey  Booth  from  1856,  died  January  13,  1858. 
:.  Tyler  from  1858  to  1871. 
J  F.  Jelly  elected  October  13,  1871. 
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dmissions,  Discharges,  and  Results,  at  the  McLean  Asylum, 
opening,  October  6,  1818,  to  December  Zl,  1871,  inclusive. 


1 

Whole  No. 

Marh  Im- 

Rrroainiug 
•t  end  of 

Avemire 

Admitted. 

Discharv'd 

under 

Died. 

proved, 

ReooTered. 

No.  of 

c«re. 

4e. 

year. 

Patients. 

68 

35 

68 

5 

19 

11 

23 

_ 

44 

40 

67 

1 

28 

11 

27 

- 

47 

46 

74 

3 

33 

10 

28 

- 

G4 

50 

92 

6 

31 

14 

42 

- 

73 

61 

116 

2 

39 

20 

64 

- 

63 

66 

107 

5 

28 

23 

61 

- 

69 

66 

110 

8 

27 

21 

64 

- 

47 

46 

101 

6 

21 

20 

66 

- 

68 

66 

118 

6 

17 

84 

67 

- 

1   77 

66 

134 

6 

37 

23 

09 

- 

1   73 

77 

142 

9 

42 

26 

66 

- 

82 

78 

147 

10 

34 

34 

69 

- 

83 

84 

162 

8 

46 

30 

68 

- 

94 

98 

162 

10 

45 

43 

64 

- 

103 

100 

167 

8 

60 

42 

67 

- 

108 

95 

174 

7 

47 

41 

80 

- 

1   83 

84 

163 

11 

28 

45 

77 

- 

;   106 

112 

183 

10 

38 

64 

71 

- 

120 

105. 

191 

8 

25 

72 

86 

80 

138 

131 

224 

12 

45 

74 

93 

95 

,  132 

117 

225 

10 

38 

69 

108 

112 

165 

138 

263 

13 

50 

75 

125 

128 

157 

141 

283 

11 

55 

75 

142 

136 

129 

138 

271 

15 

43 

80 

133 

143 

120 

126 

260 

18 

45 

63 

134 

131 

158 

140 

292 

20 

52 

08 

152 

140 

119 

120 

271 

13 

33 

74 

151 

149 

148 

12»3 

299 

9 

52 

66 

173 

104 

170 

170 

343 

33 

50 

87 

173 

172 

143 

155 

316 

23 

50 

82 

155 

171 

160 

137 

321 

16 

58 

64 

184 

177 

173 

157 

357 

28 

51 

78 

200 

201 

164 

173 

364 

29 

09 

75 

191 

195 

145 

135 

336 

15 

48 

72 

201 

200 

114 

120 

315 

17 

45 

58 

195 

194 

120 

120 

315 

16 

45 

59 

195 

195 

123 

126 

318 

24 

46 

56 

192 

192 

149 

145 

841 

19 

68 

68 

190 

195 

141 

159 

337 

28 

60 

71 

178 

191 

155 

147 

333 

25 

50 

72 

180 

187 

131 

142 

817 

28 

63 

61 

175 

185 

121 

109 

296 

24 

46 

39 

187 

185  ! 

111 

110 

298 

23 

33 

54 

188 

193 

82 

94 

270 

18 

37 

39 

170 

190 

94 

69 

270 

13 

20 

30 

201 

191 

101 

107 

302 

27 

38 

42 

195 

200  1 

82 

85 

277 
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ifylumyfor  ten  years,  —  1862  to  1871. 


Ordinary  Expenses. 


^.1^!!*°«      "^SL^     other  Ch*ri«e.. 


Pstknts. 


I 


Patienta, 


Hospital. 


96,628.65 
6,151.27 
10,224.81 
28,119.62 
80,086.08 
26,086.67 
23,668.50 
20.128.86 
15,844.85 
15,266.51 


Hotpital. 


$85,072.01 
40,575.14 
49,286.58 
84,181.88 
87,688.12 
38,758.02 
42,481.71 
40,786.44 
46,087.42 
47,126.12 


8177,200.82  1  $406,798.34 

I  I 


Hospital. 


$414.15 

695.80 

648.21 

717.85 

1,162.60 

1,164.53 

1,419.26 

1,378.80 

888.05 

1,188.74 


$9,611.49 


Total  Expenses  of 


Hospital. 

Asylum. 

$42,114.81 

$71,823.46 

47,421.71 

69,800.68 

60,159.56 

101,484.38 

57,968.80 

120,885.84 

68,786.80 

126,016.88 

61,009.22 

138.844.14 

67,564.47 

142,585.86 

62,288.60 

138,132.02 

62,814.82 

134,889.6» 

68,526.87 

146,191.28 

$693,605.15 

$1,184,562.52 

Board,  etc. 


Outlaj  for  Lands  and  Buildings. 


Charges  upon  the  General  Funds. 


Mpital. 


an. 
.39 


85 


S 

a 


> 

< 


.24 


Asylum. 


s 

c    . 

For  §Si 

Nine  Years.     £  ^ 

$147,017,13     ^5§ 

e8  0f> 


$147,017.13 


Hospital. 


$23,451.42 
27,882.72 
37,744.86 
14,865.38 
33,663.26 
20,446.23 
28.440.24 
22,007.08 
22,840.18 
89,836.15 


Asylum. 


$18,869.36 

13,991.84 

16,740.79 

20,969.20 

9,868.26 

10,184.34 

26,833.31 

9,182.66 

4.221.73 

4,%6.7l 


S271,166.60     '    $134,806.59 
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•S 

.261 

.0627 

.1284 

.22 

.1482 

.1868 

.2694 

.8618 

.2808 

9.42 
.069 

4.10 
.117 
.73 

.0688 

1.13 

^ 

Sl,465.28 

366.92 

674.22 

1,311.20 

1,011.00 

1,186.81 

1,831.87 

3,141.60 

689.08 

801.44 

2,189.50 

236.78 

1,058.00 

705.91 

2,925.00 

666.70 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS,    DONATIONS,   AND  BEQUESTS    TO  TB 
MASSACHUSETTS   GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


It  was  the  wish  wd  purpose  of  the  writer  of  thee 
supplementary  pages  of  the  Hospital  History  to  clot 
them  with  a  statement,  as  complete  as  possible,  of  s 
the  gifts  and  bequests  which  have  increased  its  fuiv 
subsequently  to  the  date  at  which  the  similar  stat 
ment  by  Mr.  Bpwditch  terminates.  Had  the  writ 
been  compelled  to  prepare  such  a  financial  report, 
would  have  required  of  him  a  very  laborious  stu( 
of  the  account-books  of  the  Hospital,  which  wou 
probably  have  caused  him,  as  one  not  an  expert,  a 
the  more  perplexity  because  of  the  thoroughness 
the  system  and  the  minuteness  of  the  details  by  whic 
they  are  kept. 

He  desires,  therefore,  to  express  his  great  oh 
gations  to  the  kindness  of  the  Treasurer,  IVIr.  Steve 
son,  who  has  so  faithfully  done  this  exacting  work  fi 
him.  And  even  to  the  Treasurer  himself,  who  hi 
instituted  and  carried  out  the  method  by  which  tl 
books  in  his  ^charge  are  kept,  this  was  a  task  by  n 
means  light.     The  funds  of  the  Institution  are  dis 
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posed  under  the  different  specifications  indicating  the 
uses  to  which  they  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
donors. 

The  whole  sum  of  the  donations  made  to  the  Hos- 
pital from  the  date  of  its  foundation  makes  in  its 
aggregate  a  most  striking  exhibition  of  the  benevolent 
feelings  which  have  sway  in  this  community.  Is 
there  any  other  benevolent  institution  in  this  city, 
State,  or  country,  whose  treasury  has  been  more 
enriched? 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  IN   1856  FOR   A  BRICK   FEN 
THE   HOSPITAL. 


Apple  ton,  Nathan 
AppletOD,  William 
Bradlee,  Josiah  . 
Brooks,  P.  C. .  . 
Cushing,  John  P. 
Phillips,  Jonathan 
Sears,  David  .  . 
Sturgis,  William  . 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  IN  1863,   FOR  NEW  COTTAGE 
AT  ASYLUM   FOR  MALES. 


Amorj,  William $500 

Bacon,  Francis 500 

Bacon,  William  B 250 

Bates,  Benjamin  E 1000 

Ballard,  John 300 

Beebe,  James  M 2000 

Bowditch,  Mrs.  Nath.  1 5000 

Bradlee,  J.  Bowdoin 500 

Brewer,  Gardner 2000 

Brimmer,  Martin 1000 

Brooks,  Peter  C 1000 

Bollard,  William  S 2000 

Davis,  J.  Amory 500 

Edgerton,  J.     ; 1000 

Edmands,  J.  Wiley 500 

Fay,  Joseph  S 500 

Gray,  John  C. 1000 

Grew,  Mrs.  Henry 300 

Higginson,  George 500 

Hooper,  Robert* 250 

Howe,  George 1000 

Howe,  JabezC 1000 

Hubbell,  Peter 500 

Hunnewell,  H.  H 1000 

Jones,  MiBS  Anna  P .  400 

Lawrence,  James 1000 

Lawrence,  Abbott 1000 

Lyman,  Charles 300 

90 


; 
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LymaD,  George  W $5 

Mason,  Robert  M 5 

Oxnard,  Heury  P.,  Ex'rs  of 5 

Paige,  J.  W 5 

Reed,  BeDJamin  T 2 

RichardsoD,  George  C 10 

Rogers,  Henry  B 10 

Sears,  David 10 

Shaw,  G.  Rowland 10 

Skinner,  Francis 10 

Sturgis,  Henry  P a 

Sturgis,  William IC 

Thayer,  Nathaniel     .     .' 3C 

Wales,  George  W 5 

Wales,  Miss  Mary  Ann a 

Weld,  William  F IC 

White,  B.  C ' I 

Whitney,  Joseph 5 

Wiggles  worth,  Misses IC 

Wiggles  worth,  Edward 5 

Wigglesworth,  Thomas 3 

Williams,  Moses 10 

Wolcott,  J.  Iluntiugtou ."I 

$44,4 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  IN   1866,  TO   PAY  OFF   DEBT  AND 
IN  AID   OF   FUNDS. 

In  1866,  at  the  suggestion  of  Nathaniel  Thayer,  Esq.,  subscriptions  were 
solicited  to  pay  off  the  debt  and  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Hospital.  Mr. 
Thayer  proposed  to  contribute  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  those  pur- 
poses if  the  sum  could  be  made  up  to  one  iiundrcd  thousand  dollars. 

The  appeal  tlien  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Trustees  was  promptly 
responded  to,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of  subscribers  for  one  hundred 
thousand  and  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Andrews,  William  T 8500 

Amory,  William 250 

AppletoD,  Charles  H 500 

AppletOD,  Nathan,  jun 250 

Appleton,  Thomas  G 1000 

Appletoo,  William,  jim 500 

Appleton,  William  S 500 

Anonymous,  by  W.  S.  B 500 

Bacon,  Francis 500 

Beebe,  James  M 5000 

Blake,  George  B 100 

Borland,  John 300 

Boston  Stock  Exchange  Board 1000 

Bowditch,  Mrs.  N.  1 5000 

Bradlee,  F.  H.  and  J.  B 500 

Brimmer,  Martin 1000 

Brooks,  Edward 500 

Brooks,  Peter  C 1000 

Brooks,  Peter  C,  juu.  ? 1000 

Brooks,  Shepherd 1000 

Billiard,  William  S 5000 

Codinan,  Edward  A 500 

Curtis,  Greely  S 500 

Curtis,  Caleb  A 100 

Cushing,  Thomas  F 500 

Cashing,  John  G 500 
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Gushing,  Robert  M. $501 

Daniels,  Otis 50 

Dexter,  F.  Gordon 50 

Danforth,  Isaac  Warren 50 

Fearing,  Albert 50 

Flagg,  Augustus 10 

Gardner,  George .10 

Gardner,  Henry  J 50 

Gardner,  John  L 500 

Gardiner,  William  H 25 

Glover,  Joseph  B 8C 

Goodwin,  the  Misses  Eliza  and  Lucy 50 

Grew,  Mrs.  Henry 5( 

Higginson,  George 21 

Hall,  Andrew  T \i 

Heard,  Augustine % 

Hemenway,  Mrs.  Augustus lO" 

Hooper,  Robert 2 

Hovey,  C.  F.  &  Co 10 

Howe,  George 10' 

Howe,  Jabez  C 20 

Howe,  Thomas 2 

Hunnewell,  Horatio  H 2U 

lasigi,  Goddard,  &  Co 5 

luches.  Herman  B 2 

Lawrence,  Abbott 5 

Lawrence,  Amos  A L 

Lawrence  James Ifl 

Little,  James  L • Id 

Lod^e,  Mrs.  John  E ;] 

Lowell,  Francis  C 2 

Lowell,  John  Amory \v 

Lyman,  George  W 10 

Lyman,  Theodore '2 

Mason,  Robert  M It 

Mason,  William  P ;\ 

Matchett,  Theodore -J 
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athan $200 

Barnes 250 

es  II 100 

?eR 200 

ch  R 1000 

larles 250 

Francis 100 

a  Brooks 500 

duel  R 1000 

lliam 500 

•ew  J 100 

Harah  P 1000 

Mary 1000 

Jeffrey 1000 

iryB 1000 

eorge  C 500 

mcis,  &  Co 2000 

iry  P. 500 

lelW 250 

haniel 25000 

illiam 100 

».  William 100 

Mrs.  William  W 500 

M.  A 300 

um  G 250 

rgeD 100 

3  Susan  J 500 

8  Jane 500 

amin  C '  200 

)9eph 500 

:li,  Miss  Anne 1000 

tb,  Miss  Mary 1000 

th,  Edward 1000 

Ih,  Thomas 1000 

[oscs 3000 

lobert  C 100 

•100,800 
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FREE-BBD    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Adams,  Horatio $183 

AppletoD,  Nathan 200 

Appleton,  William 800 

Appleton,  Samuel 100 

Appleton,  William,  jun $l!W 

Appleton,  Charles  H CM 

Appleton,  William  S W 

Amory,  William 100  fl* 

Amory,  Charles .     .     •' 200  IW 

Amory,  James  S.    .........    .       400 

Austin,  Edward IM 

Baxter,  Daniel 13 

Brooks,  Peter  C     Life 910 

Brooks,  P.  C,  jun 1700 

Brooks,  P.  C,  3d    ....  f. 200 

Brooks,  Mrs.  Gorham 100 

Brooks,  Shepherd 200 

Belknap,  Jeremiah.    Life 654 

Bradlee,  Tliomas  D 100 

Bradlee,  Josiah 800  1000 

Bradlee,  F.  H 300 

Bradlee,  J.  Bowdoin.     Life 1000 

Bowditch,  Nathaniel  1 1000  1200 

Bowditch,  Henry  1 100 

Bowditch,  Mrs.  N.  1 1100 

Bowditch,  J.  Ingersoll 1*00 

Bumstead,  John 100 

Bryant,  John 100  200 
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Before  1851.       1861-1872. 

Miss  Mary  C S200 

,  Williams SlOO         1034 

T,  Martin 300 

ir,  Martin,  jun 900 

I,  Mrs.  Mary 100 

Gardner 1333.33 

(1,  M.  L 100 

m,  John  A 300 

Gas  L.  Co 200 

Richard,  jun 200 

%  George  Tyler 200 

',  Erastus  B 100 

jeorge 40     • 

Mrs.  Samuel 400 

h'rederick 300 

3,  Joseph ;)00 

e,  T.Jefferson 200 

;,  John  P 2900 

:,  John  G 200 

I,  Henry 400 

I,  Edward 100 

homas  G ^  .     .     .     .  100 

PHny 100 

Wilfiam  C 200 

D.  Sargent 100 

Greely  S 200 

Benjamin  R. 200 

VIrs.  Theodore 200 

Edmund 1100 

,  John  James 100 

,  Levi  A 100 

Fames 700 

f.  Amory 300 

^liss  Annie  W 200 

Charles  H 100 


720  FREE-BED   SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Before  18&1.      1B51487 

Dale,  Theron  J SlOO 

Dexter,  F.  Gordon .  200 

Ellis,  Jabez $5 

Everett,  Otis 50 

Eliot,  Samuel  A 600 

Eliot,  Catherine 100 

Eastburn,  John  H 800 

Edmands,  J.  Wiley 600 

Emmons,  Nathaniel  H 200 

Endicott,  William,  jun 200 

Friend,  Anonymous 10         300 

Fay,  Winsor 5 

Fay,  Mrs.  S,  S 100 

Francis,  Ebenezer 700 

Fales,  Samuel 100 

Ferriera,  L.  C 100 

Fearing,  Mrs.  Albert 200 

Earns  worth,  Ezra 200 

Freeland,  Charles  W 20<> 

Gassett,  Henry 50 

Guild,  Charles 5 

Gray,  John  C ^ 500       140'> 

Gray,  Francis  C GOO 

Gray,  William GOO 

Glover,  Joseph  B 800 

Greene,  Gardiner 500 

Greene,  J.  S.  Copley 600 

Grew,  Mrs.  Henry 7(»0 

Goodwin,  Miss  Eliza GOo 

Goodwin,  Miss  Eliza,  jun •  200 

Goodwin,  Miss  Lucy 200 

Goodwin,  Ozias 2(^> 

Gardner,  John  L 1100 

Gardner,  J.  P.,  G.  A.,  and  J.  L.,  jun.     .     .     .  HOO 

(Gardner,  George  A 6<Ki 
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Before  1851. 

*,  John 

r,  William  H 

af,  R.  C 

J  Society  of  Mass $9700 

Dseph  and  Joseph,  jun 1200 

oseph 200 

Benevolent  Society 100 

George.     Life COO 

Mrs.  E.     Life 608 

George  W 

Henry  S 

Jeorge 200 

1,  Samuel 100 

»'ay,  Augustus 

ray,  Mrs.  Augustus 

Mrs.  Eunice 

Robert  William 

Misses  Eunice  and  Mary  I 

m,  George 

George  O 

b(5rt  II 100 

Patrick  T 1460 

Charles 1800 

John 800 

's  Elizabeth 166.67 

s  Hannah DOO 

James 40 

Samuel,  jun 

Henry  P 

,  William 400 

lohn,  jun 50 

Francis  C 500 

J.  Amory 500 

e,  Abbott 300 

e,  Amos 800 

91 


1851-1872. 

$100 

200 

200 
4400 


100 

100 

1300 

900 
400 
300 
800 
200 
800 
200 


800 


200 
300 


500 
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Beforal86L    Ittl-ISR. 

Lawrence,  William $100 

Lawrence,  William  R.     . S200 

Lyman,  Theodore 900 

Lyman,  Theodore,  jun. 1900 

Loring,  Miss  Abby  M 400      1100 

Loring,  Caleb  William 100 

Lawrence,  James 100 

Lee,  Mrs.  Hannah  F.     Life 1000 

Lee,  William  P 100 

Lee,  Francis  L. . 100 

Lodge,  John  E 100 

Lodge,  Mrs.  John  E 200 

Little,  James  L.     . 500 

Longstreth,  M 100 

Munson,  Israel 1200 

Mass.  Charitable  Fire  Society 2025       3900 

Mills,  Charles  H 100 

Mixter,  Charles 1600 

Minot.  William 200 

Minot,  George  R 100 

Mechanics  M.  F.  Ins.  Co 200 

Matthews,  Nathan 2"'^ 

Mason,  Robert  M 10«> 

Mackay,  Robert  C H»" 

Monroe,  William !<><' 

McGregor,  James !<>'• 

May,  Miss  Josephine 1''" 

May,  Miss  Ernestine 1^'"^ 

Oliver,  Miss  Betsey <»'*'* 

Oxnard,  Henry 100 

Perkins,  Thomas  II 820 

Perkins,  James 200 

Perkins,  William '^^^'^ 

Pratt,  William 400 

Pratt,  Miss  Elizabeth 200         '•♦O*' 
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Beforo  1851.      1851-1872. 

Pratt,  Miss  Sarah  P $300     $2100 

Parker,  John 1500 

Parker,  Daniel  P 100 

Phillips,  William 300 

?hillips,  Jonathan 1200       1000 

Parsons,  William 100 

Prescott,  William 100 

Parker,  John  Brooks 237.50 

Parker,  James 1200 

^arker,  Harvey  D.,  &  CJo 100 

Page,  Edward 200 

Pickraan,  William  D 900 

Peabodj,  Francis  H 300 

Payson,  Samuel  II. \     .     .     .  200 

?arkman,  George  F *  .     .     .     .  200 

tichards,  Paul 5 

lobbins,  Edward  H.,  jun 270 

leed,  Mrs.  William 700         600 

logers,  Henry  B .•  500       1900 

iailroad  Co.,  Boston  and  Lowell 150       2000 

„          „     Boston  and  Maine 100       2400 

„          „     Boston  and  Providence     ...  150       1832.50 

„     Eastern '  500 

„          „     Metropolitan  H 500 

„          „     Union  H 1000 

„          „     Boston  and  Lynn  H 100 

„          „     Old  Colony .*    .  100 

„          „     Boston  and  Worcester  ....  600 

lobeson,  William  R 200 

tedman,  John 300 

taymond,  Edward  A 100 

tead,  James 100 

afford,  Daniel 20 

haw,  Lemuel 20 

haw,  Robert  G 1000         200 


724  BBEE^BBI  8VBBCSIFri0inL 


Shaw,  G.  Howknd    • $SOI 

Shatlaek,  Geoige  C. •  flOO 

Sears,  David *.....  800 

Stufgb,  liniliam    .^ 1800       Mi 

Salisbury,  Mn.  Elkabeth    .......  1000       »» 

SalislMirj,  Stephen 20W 

Stone,  William  W.     .........  100 

Stanton,  Francis 100 

Sargent,  Ignatius •      IM 

Sargent,  Horace  Binnej .    .• 100 

Sargent,  Tomer 100 

Skinner,  Frauds 100 

SchlesiDger,  Sebastian  B 200 

Snelling,  Samuel  6.    . 200 

Sawyer,  Joseph.    ..........  100 

Saltonstall,  Henry .  .200 

Thompson,  John 5 

Tappan,  John 100 

Thorndike,  Israel   !  * 100 

Ticknor,  George 500 

Tuckerman,  Edward 500 

Thayer,  Nathaniel 6100 

Thayer,  John  E.    ! 300 

Thayer,  E.  Francis 100 

Tucker,  William  W 200 

Upham,  Henry       •     •   , 100 

Williams,  John  D 2300 

Williams,  Moses 400      2200 

Williams,  Mrs.  Elijah 200 

Wales,  Thomas  B.    Life 825         100 

Waldo,  E.  S.  and  R 2300         100 

Waldo,  Daniel 100 

Wigglesworth,  Edward 2100 

Wigglesworth,  Miss  Ann 2400 

Wigglesworth,  Miss  Mary 1600 
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Before  1851.      1851-1872. 

^yman,  Rufus $500 

'^hitney,  Joseph 100 

''olcott,  J.  Iluntiugton 200 

''ebster  and  Co 100 

''barton,  William  C 100 

''elles,  Miss  Jane 250 

^elles,  Miss  Susan  J 250 

barren,  Samuel  D 200 

oung,  Ch2y*les  L 200 

$59969.17    $94399.83 

From  1822  to  Dec.  31,  1850      .     .     .  $59909.17 
From  1851  to  June  1,  1872  ....     94399.83 

Total  subscriptions  from  the  foundation 
*  the  IIo/}pital  to  June  1,  1872     .     .     .     $154369.00 
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DONATIONS     AND     BEQUESTS. 


Prior  to  1861.       S 

Appleton,  Samuel.  Bequest.  Income  for  pa- 
tients        $10 

Appleton,  William.   Donation.     $20,000  for 

buildings.    $20,000  inc.  for  patients  $10,000.00        30 

Austin,  Mrs.  Agnes.    Bequest.    Inc.  of  $5000, 

patients,  Asy. ;  $7,500  unrestricted     .     .  12 

Amateur  Dramatic  Association.     Donation 

Bowditch,  William  I.  Donationy  bill  for  pro- 
fessional service 

Bowditch,  Nathaniel  I.  Bequest.  $5000  for 
Wooden  Leg  Fund,  $2000  for  republica- 
tion of  History 7 

Belknap,  Jeremiah.   Bequest.    Income  for  free 

beds 10,000.00 

Belknap,  Miss  Mary.     Bequest 89,882.60 

Brimmer,  Miss  Mary  Ann.     Bequest.     Income 

for  free  beds 5000.00 

Brown,  John.     Donation 100.00 

Bromfield,  John.  Bequest.  Income  of  $20,000, 
patients  at  Asylum ;  income  of  $20,000, 
free  beds 40 

BuUard,  William  S.   Donation  of  land.  Asylum 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  Province  House ;  ham- 
mering stone 75,070.27 

Crocker,  Allan.     Donation 100.00 

Curtis,  Ambrose  S.     Bequest,  settled  for      .     .  2,500.00 

Clough,  Sarali.     Bequest 601.16 

Bradlee,  J.  Bowdoin.  Donation  for  purchase 
of  books      

Dowse,  Thomas.      Bequest.     Income  for  free 

beds '    .  5 

Davis,  Miss  Elinor.   Bequest.    Income  for  free 

beds 900,00 


1 .- 
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for 


JBigelow,  Henry  J.  Donation  in  addition  to  sur- 
gical instruments  valued  at  $3,250     . 
£liot,  Samuel.     Donation  for  Asylum 

Everett,  Moses.     Donation 

Bverett,  Miss  E.  6.     Sundry  donations   . 
Friend  desiring  to  be  unknown.     Bequest 

Greene,  Benjamin   D.     Bequest.     Income 

free  beds      .     .     .     ." 

Gray,  John  C.    Donation.   Income  for  free  beds 

Gardner,  John  L.    Donation.     Income  for  free 
beds 

Hill,  George.    Bequest 

Hill,  Elizabeth.     Bequest 

Harris,  Charles.     Bequest.    Income  $1,(KX)  for 
free  beds,  $1,000  unrestricted 

Homer,  Sidney.     Bequest 

IngersoU,  James.     Bequest 

Joy,  Miss  Nabby.    To  establish  Joy  Fund,  &c. 

Kittredge,  Rufus.     Bequest 

Lee,  Joseph.     Bequest  for  use  of  Asylum     .     . 

Lucas,  John.     Donation 

Lee,  Mrs.  Hannah  F.     Donation 

Xaasell,  Ellison.     Bequest 

Loring,  Mrs.  Abigail.   $5,000  for  Loring  Fund, 
balance  unrestricted 

McLean,  John.     Bequest 

Moseley,  Jonathan 

Munson,  Israel.     Bequest 

Minot,  William.     Donation 

Mitchell,  F.  X.     Bequest 

Mason,  William  P.     Bequest.    Income  for  free 
beds 

McGregor,  James.   Donation.  Income  for  free 
beds 

Nichols,  Benjamin  R.     Bequest.     Income  for 
free  beds 

Oliver,  Thomas.     Bequest 

Oliver,  William.     Bequest 

Phillips,  William.     Donation  for  free  beds  .     . 

Pickman,  William.     Bequest 

Pratt,   Miss  Elizabeth.      Bequest.      One-half 
Asylum,  one-half  Hospital 

Pratt,  Miss  Sarah.     Bequest.     One-half  Asy- 
lum, one-half  Hospital 


Prior  to  1861. 


10.000.00 
116.00 
150.00 


since  1851. 
1,750.00 


325.00 
1,900.00 

5,000.00 
1,000.00 

20,000.00 

1,000.00 

237.50 

2,000.00 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 
20,000  00 
3,857.22 


20,000.00 
900.00 


1,000.00 
6,888.60 

43.901.67 


119,858.20 

753,46 

20,000.00 


6,000.00 
22,438.70 

5,000.00 


100.00 
67.50 

9,400.00 

10,000.00 

57,760.04 

4,000.00 

20,000.00 

18,800.00 
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Prior  to  1861.       Binoel 
Phillips,  Jonathan.     Bequest.    Income  for  free 

beds 10,00(1 

Poland,  J.     Donation lo 

Percival,  John.  Bequest.   Income  for  free  beds  950 

Pickens,  John.  Bequest.  Income  for  free  beds  1,1)76 

Russell,  Polly.     Donation 400.00 

Russell,  William.     Donation 100.00 

Richardson,  Susan.     Donation  for  free  beds     .  250.00 

Raymond,  Edward  A.     Bequest.     Income  for 

free  beds : 2,820 

Reed,  William.     Bequest  to  accrue  to  $5000, 

then  income  to  free  beds 2,0<X) 

Redman,  John.   Bequest.    Income  to  free  beds  137,014 

Reed,  Benjamin  T.   Donations.   Income  to  free 

beds 1.0t)0 

Read,  James.     Bequest.    Income,  one-half  to 

patients  asylum,  one-half  to  free  beds   .     .  2,00<1 

Savage,  James.     Donation 100.00 

Salisbury,  Mrs.  Elizabeth.     Donation     .     .     .  -4,0uC 

Salisbury,  Stephen.     Donation 5,0^*] 

Sawyer,  Matthias  P.  Bequest.  Income  of  $7,000 

to  free  beds,  balance  unrestricted    .     .     .  99.00:1 

Sever,  ^liss.     Bequest.     Income  to  free  beds  ,">•> 

Spauldin*]^,  Rev.  Mr.     Donation ;'>jmj 

St.  Stephen's  Chapel.     For  two   free  beds  for 

ten  years l'.ii'ni 

Shaw,  Mi>s  M.  Louisa.    Donation  for  free  beds  .>•:' 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Q.  A.,  and  other  ladies.  Donation. 

Income  for  anmsenients  lor  asylum  ...  ,'),'h«i 

Thomas,  Isaiah.     Bequest o,*J.5r».8.'>       1.1 1;» 

Tucker,  Beza.     House  iu  Boylston  Place     .     .  o,:>.'>njH» 

Tucker,  Margaret.     Kor  free  beds      ....  2,'.)2l>.'.»7 

Touro,  Abraliam.     Bccpiest lO,«MM\on 

Touro.  Juibili.      Beque.^t 10.(h>i 

Todd,  Ileury.     Bcipiest.     Income  to  free  beds  .'>,<MK).nii 

Treadwell,  J.  (i.     Bequest.     Income  of  ."^o.OOO 

to  care  of  library,  and  balance  to  free  beds 

to;;ether  with  library 4.'».7''-» 

Thompson,  Miss  8.   IJ.     Becpiest.     Income   to 

['wQ  be(N I:*L', 

Townsend,   .Miss    Mary  P.     Hecjuest.     Income 

for  i'vi'v  beds 7.'^  "*. 

Webber,  Selh.     Donation 1,<K)i».<mi 

Westerfuld,  Peter.     For  poor  patients  .     .     .  1»'».")Jm 
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Prior  to  1851.        8incel851. 
•en,  John  C.     Donation.     Income  to  pur- 

ihase  books 1,000.00 

o,  Daniel.     Bequest 40.000.00 

ams,  John  D.     Bequest.     Income  to  free 

eds 13,000.00 

er,  Charles  W.    Bequest 20,(300.00 

ney,  Edward.     Donation 5,000.00 

jlesworth,  Edward.     Donation    ....  1,000,00 

•en,  J.  Mason.     $2,000  for  new  operating- 
room,  $1,880  for  Warren  Prizes  .     .     .     .  3,880.00 
lan,  Morrill.     Donation 200.00 


$483,922.89  $706,001.47 


unt  from  1811  to  Dec.  31,  1850      .     .     .     $483,922.86 
unt  from  Jan.  1851,  to  June  1,  1872    .     .      706,001.47 


Total  .     .     .      $1,189,924.33 

,B.  Upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  estate  of  the  late  John  Red- 
,  the  corporation  will  come  into  possession  of  real  estate  in  the  City 
oston,  the  present  valuation  of  which  is  about  three  hundred  thou- 
doUars,  to  be  added  to  the  **  Redman  Fund  for  Free  beds,"  which 
make  the  whole  amount  of  that  fund  not  less  than  four  hundred  and 
'  thousand  dollars. 
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OFFICERS    OF    THE    INSTITUTION. 
1872. 


EDWARD    WIGGLES  WORTH President. 

NATHANIEL   THAYER Vice-President, 

J.  THOMAS    STEVENSON Treasurer. 

THOMAS    B.    HALL Secretary, 


TRUSTEES. 


HENRY  B.  ROGERS. 
JAMES  M.  BEEBE  . 
CHARLES  H.  DALTON 
EDMUND  DWIGHT  . 
♦GEORGE  E.  ELLLS  . 
SAMUEL  ELIOT  .  . 
GEORGE  S.  HALE  . 
GEORGE  HIGGINSON 
♦SAMUEL  G.  HOWE  . 
♦HENRY  P.  KIDDER 
SAMUEL  W.  SWETT 
♦SAMUEL  D.  WARREN 


Chairman^  —  5  Joy  Street, 
30  Beacon  Street. 
Sears  Building. 
60  State  Street. 
110  Marlboro  Street. 
44  Brimmer  Street. 

39  Court  Street. 

40  State  Street. 

20  Bromfield  Street. 
40  State  Street. 
60  State  Street. 
67  Mt.  Vernon  Strzet. 


BOARD    OF    CONSULTATION. 


JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 
P:DWARD  REYNOLDS,  M.D. 
JOHN  B.  S.  JACKSON,  M.D. 
W^INSLOW  LEWIS,  M.D. 


H.  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 
D.  H.  STORER,  M.D. 
CHARLES  E.  WARE,  M.D. 
C.  E.  BROWX-Sr^:QUAUD, MI). 


JOHN  E.  TYLER,  M.D. 

*  Ap|)ointcd  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealtli. 


_jij  t:  j_: 


_    i.  ^ni.  ILJ 
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OFFICERS    OF   THE    M*LEAN    ASYLUM. 

GEORGE  F.  JELLY,  M.D Supenntendtnt. 

CHARLES  F.  FOLSOM,  M.D.       .     .  i  Assistant    Physicians 
FERDINAND  A.  STILLINGS,  M.D.  \      cind  Apothecaries. 
WALTER  J.  NORFOLK     .      Medical  StuderU  and  Apothecary, 

GEORGE  W.  WHITTLE Steward. 

MRS.  ABBY  M.  WHITTLE Matron. 

ELBRIDGE  S.  UPHAM,  j 

MISS  LUCIA  E.  WOODWARD,   f Supervisors. 
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